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Witch Child by Celia Rees: A Timeless Tale of Courage and Magic

Witch child by Celia Rees is a captivating historical novel that has enthralled readers of all ages
since its publication. Blending elements of history, mystery, and supernatural intrigue, this book offers
a unique glimpse into the life of a young girl accused of witchcraft in 17th-century England. Celia Rees
masterfully crafts a story that is not only immersive but also thought-provoking, encouraging readers
to explore themes of fear, identity, and resilience.

Exploring the Premise of Witch Child by Celia Rees

At its core, Witch Child by Celia Rees follows the journey of Mary Newbury, a sixteen-year-old girl who
is forced to flee her home after being branded a witch. Set against the backdrop of the witch trials
and puritanical society of the 1600s, the novel delves into the harsh realities faced by those accused
of witchcraft, especially women who dared to challenge societal norms.

Mary’s story is told through her diary entries, which creates an intimate connection between the
reader and the protagonist. This narrative style makes the historical period accessible and relatable,
transforming abstract historical events into personal experiences. The novel's historical accuracy and
detailed portrayal of 17th-century life enrich the reading experience, making it a favorite for both
young adults and history enthusiasts.

The Historical Context Behind the Story

Understanding the historical context of Witch Child by Celia Rees adds depth to the novel’s impact.
The 1600s were a tumultuous time in England, marked by religious upheaval, superstition, and
widespread fear of witchcraft. The witch trials were a grim reality, fueled by paranoia and the desire
to control those who were seen as different or threatening.

Rees’s depiction of this era highlights how women, particularly those who were independent or
knowledgeable in herbal remedies, were often targets of suspicion. This context not only serves as a
backdrop but also as a critical commentary on the dangers of mass hysteria and the persecution of
marginalized groups.

Character Development and Themes in Witch Child by
Celia Rees

One of the standout features of Witch Child by Celia Rees is its rich character development. Mary
Newbury evolves from a frightened girl into a brave young woman determined to survive and protect
those she loves. Her growth is depicted with nuance, capturing the complexities of fear, hope, and
determination.



Key Themes Explored in the Novel

The novel explores several enduring themes that resonate with readers:

Fear and Superstition: The pervasive fear of witchcraft and the resulting hysteria drive much
of the plot, illustrating how fear can distort reality and lead to injustice.

Identity and Belonging: Mary’s journey is also about finding her place in a world that rejects
her, a theme that speaks to anyone who has felt like an outsider.

Women’s Empowerment: Through Mary’s character, the novel subtly challenges the
patriarchal constraints of the time, highlighting the strength and resilience of women.

Freedom and Survival: The struggle to escape persecution and carve out a new life is central
to the story’s tension and emotional depth.

These themes are woven seamlessly into the narrative, making Witch Child by Celia Rees not just a
historical novel but also a story with universal relevance.

The Writing Style and Narrative Voice

Celia Rees employs a diary format in Witch Child, which offers a personal and immediate perspective
on the events unfolding around Mary. This choice of narrative voice allows readers to experience the

protagonist’s thoughts and emotions firsthand, creating a powerful sense of empathy.

The prose is both lyrical and straightforward, balancing vivid descriptions of the historical setting with

the raw honesty of a teenager’s inner world. This accessibility makes the book suitable for a wide
range of readers, from young adults to adults interested in historical fiction.

Why the Diary Format Works So Well
Using a diary as the storytelling device accomplishes several things:
1. Authenticity: It gives the narrative a believable and intimate tone.

2. Emotional Connection: Readers feel closer to Mary’s fears, hopes, and dreams.

3. Progressive Revelation: The diary entries allow the story to unfold naturally, with tension
building as Mary documents her experiences.

This format also reflects the historical reality that many women’s voices went unheard in public



discourse, so a private diary becomes a powerful tool for self-expression.

Why Witch Child by Celia Rees Remains Relevant Today

Even though Witch Child by Celia Rees is set in the 17th century, its themes and messages continue
to resonate in today’s world. The fear of the unknown and the persecution of those who are different
are issues that persist across cultures and eras. Mary’s resilience and courage offer inspiration to
anyone facing adversity.

The novel also encourages readers to think critically about history and how societal fears can lead to

injustice. It serves as a reminder of the importance of empathy and understanding in preventing such
tragedies from repeating.

Incorporating Witch Child into Educational Settings

Because of its rich historical detail and engaging narrative, Witch Child by Celia Rees is often used in
educational contexts. Teachers appreciate the book’s ability to:

Introduce students to the historical period of witch trials and puritanical England.

Promote discussions about social justice, gender roles, and the impact of fear on communities.

Encourage empathy through the personal perspective of a young protagonist.

Enhance literacy skills with its diary format and accessible language.

Many educators recommend pairing the novel with historical documents or films about the witch trials
to provide a rounded understanding of the topic.

Tips for Readers Diving into Witch Child by Celia Rees

If you're planning to read Witch Child by Celia Rees, here are some tips to enhance your experience:
e Pay Attention to Historical Details: Understanding the customs, beliefs, and social
structures of 17th-century England will deepen your appreciation of the story.

* Reflect on the Themes: Consider how fear and prejudice shape the characters’ actions and
how these themes apply to modern society.

e Engage with the Diary Format: Try writing your own diary entries from Mary’s perspective or
your own to connect more personally with the narrative style.



e Discuss with Others: Sharing your thoughts in a book club or classroom setting can open new
perspectives and insights.

By approaching the book actively, readers can transform their reading into a rich, educational, and
emotional journey.

Other Works by Celia Rees for Fans of Witch Child

If Witch Child by Celia Rees captures your imagination, you might enjoy exploring some of her other
novels that blend history, suspense, and compelling characters:

* Bloodlines: Another historical novel set in the 18th century, exploring themes of family secrets
and identity.

e Thirteen Hours: A gripping tale of survival and courage during the French Revolution.

e The Fool’s Girl: A story rich with mystery and historical detail, centered around a young
woman accused of witchcraft.

These books maintain the atmospheric storytelling and strong female protagonists that fans of Witch
Child will appreciate.

Witch Child by Celia Rees remains a beloved novel for those fascinated by history, magical realism,
and stories of personal courage. Its evocative portrayal of a young girl’s struggle against fear and
oppression continues to inspire readers, making it a timeless addition to historical fiction collections.
Whether you're drawn to its rich historical setting or its powerful themes of identity and survival,
Witch Child offers a reading experience that lingers long after the final page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Witch Child' by Celia Rees?

The novel follows Mary, a young girl accused of witchcraft in 17th-century England, who escapes to
America to start a new life but faces new challenges and dangers.

Who is the protagonist of ‘Witch Child' and what is her
background?

The protagonist is Mary Newbury, a teenager with knowledge of herbal remedies who is persecuted



for witchcraft during the Salem witch trials era.

What themes are explored in 'Witch Child' by Celia Rees?

The book explores themes of persecution, freedom, survival, identity, and the clash between
superstition and reason.

How does 'Witch Child' reflect historical events of the 17th
century?

It incorporates the historical context of witch hunts and Puritan society in both England and colonial
America, reflecting the fears and social dynamics of the time.

What is the significance of Mary’s journal format in 'Witch
Child'?

The journal format provides a personal and intimate perspective on Mary’s experiences, making the
historical events more relatable and vivid.

How does Celia Rees portray the role of women in 'Witch
Child'?

Rees portrays women as vulnerable to societal oppression and superstition but also highlights their
resilience, intelligence, and strength.

What challenges does Mary face when she arrives in America
in '"Witch Child"?

Mary confronts cultural clashes, suspicion, and the continuation of witch-hunts, as well as adapting to
a harsh new environment.

Why is ‘Witch Child' considered a popular book for young
adults?

Its engaging narrative, historical setting, and strong female protagonist resonate with young readers
interested in history, adventure, and social issues.

How does 'Witch Child' address the theme of fear and
hysteria?

The novel shows how fear and hysteria can lead to injustice and persecution, illustrating the
destructive power of mass paranoia in society.



Additional Resources
Witch Child by Celia Rees: A Historical and Literary Exploration

witch child by celia rees is a compelling historical novel that delves into the turbulent times of
17th-century England and America through the eyes of a young girl accused of witchcraft. Celia
Rees’s narrative weaves a richly detailed account of persecution, survival, and identity, making it a
significant work in the realm of historical fiction targeted at young adults. This novel not only offers a
gripping story but also provides insightful commentary on societal fears, religious fanaticism, and the
resilience of the human spirit.

In-depth Analysis of Witch Child by Celia Rees

Witch Child is a novel that blends historical authenticity with creative storytelling, centering on Mary,
a fifteen-year-old girl fleeing from accusations of witchcraft in England during the late 1600s. The plot
is structured around Mary’s journey to the New World, where she hopes to escape the hysteria that
has engulfed her homeland. The epistolary format of the novel, presented as a series of letters Mary
writes to her friend, creates an intimate and immediate connection between the reader and
protagonist.

Celia Rees’s use of language and historical detail highlights the perilous position of women in a
patriarchal society, particularly those who were different or misunderstood. The novel explores
themes of fear, superstition, and the consequences of societal marginalization. It also touches on the
broader context of the Salem witch trials and the Puritanical belief system that fueled such events,
offering readers a nuanced understanding of this dark chapter in history.

Historical Context and Accuracy

One of the strengths of Witch Child by Celia Rees lies in its meticulous research and faithful
representation of 17th-century life. From the clothing and customs to the social hierarchies and
religious doctrines, the novel immerses readers in a world fraught with danger for anyone accused of
witchcraft. The depiction of the Salem witch trials, while not directly portraying actual historical
figures, accurately reflects the paranoia and injustice of the era.

Rees’s portrayal of Mary’s experience is informed by historical records of women who were
persecuted for their knowledge of herbal medicine, midwifery, or simply for being nonconformist. This
grounding in reality adds depth to the narrative and educates readers on the complexities and
tragedies of the witch hunts beyond sensationalized versions often found in popular culture.

Character Development and Narrative Style

Mary’s character is crafted with sensitivity and depth, embodying both vulnerability and strength.
Through her letters, readers witness her transformation from a frightened girl into a determined
young woman who challenges the prejudices of her time. The epistolary style allows for a personal
and reflective tone, giving insight into Mary’s inner thoughts and emotions.



Celia Rees employs a narrative style that balances historical exposition with engaging storytelling.
The pacing is deliberate, allowing the tension to build as Mary navigates the dangers of her journey
and confronts the harsh realities of the New World. The use of first-person perspective ensures that
readers remain emotionally invested in Mary’s plight and growth.

Key Themes Explored in Witch Child

Fear and Superstition

At the heart of Witch Child is an exploration of how fear can distort reason and lead to destructive
outcomes. The widespread belief in witchcraft and the supernatural fuels the hysteria that forces
Mary to flee. This theme resonates with contemporary readers as a cautionary tale about the dangers
of scapegoating and mass panic.

Identity and Otherness

Mary’s struggle with her identity as a “witch child” reflects broader issues of otherness and exclusion.
The novel questions what it means to be different and how society’s intolerance can lead to injustice.
Mary’s journey symbolizes a quest for self-understanding amidst external judgment and hostility.

Faith and Doubt

Set against a backdrop of rigid Puritan beliefs, Witch Child probes the tension between faith and
skepticism. Mary’s experiences challenge the dogmatic views of her community and invite readers to
consider the complexities of belief, morality, and individual conscience.

Comparisons and Literary Significance

Witch Child by Celia Rees can be compared to other historical novels such as Arthur Miller's The
Crucible or Margaret Atwood’s Alias Grace, which also explore witch trials and societal persecution.
However, Rees’s novel is distinct in its focus on a young female protagonist and its accessible style
suitable for younger readers.

The book’s significance lies in its ability to educate while engaging readers emotionally, making it a

valuable resource in educational settings. It encourages critical thinking about history, gender roles,
and the consequences of fear-driven societies.

Pros and Cons of Witch Child



e Pros: Rich historical detail, strong character development, engaging epistolary format, relevant
themes for contemporary discourse.

e Cons: Some readers may find the pacing slow, especially those seeking fast-paced action; the
archaic language style may require adjustment for modern readers.

Conclusion

witch child by celia rees stands out as a thoughtful and evocative historical novel that sheds light on
the plight of those accused of witchcraft during a fraught period in history. Through Mary’s eyes,
readers gain a nuanced perspective on fear, injustice, and resilience. Celia Rees’s work continues to
resonate by prompting reflection on how societies treat those who differ and the enduring power of
personal courage amidst adversity. This novel remains an essential read for those interested in
historical fiction, feminist literature, and the exploration of human rights across time.

Witch Child By Celia Rees

witch child by celia rees: Witch Child - Rejacket Celia Rees, 2009-07-06 When Mary sees
her grandmother accused of witchcraft and hanged for the crime, she is silently hurried to safety by
an unknown woman. The woman gives her tools to keep the record of her days - paper and ink. Mary
is taken to a boat in Plymouth and from there sails to the New World where she hopes to make a
new life among the pilgrims. But old superstitions die hard and soon Mary finds that she, like her
grandmother, is the victim of ignorance and stupidity, and once more she faces important choices to
ensure her survival. With a vividly evoked environment and characters skilfully and patiently drawn,
this is a powerful literary achievement by Celia Rees that is utterly engrossing from start to finish.

witch child by celia rees: Witch Child Celia Rees, 2010-05-03 'Historical
fiction at its very best' - Waterstones' Guide to Kids' Books 'Prolific, erudite and consistently brilliant
... breathtaking' - Guardian 'Powerful, absorbing and unusual' - The Bookseller An

updated edition of this outstanding historical novel, in a stunning new package to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of its publication. When Mary sees her grandmother accused of witchcraft and hanged
for the crime, she is silently hurried to safety by an unknown woman. The woman gives her tools to
keep the record of her days - paper and ink. Mary is taken to a boat in Plymouth and from there sails
to the New World where she hopes to make a new life among the pilgrims. But old superstitions die
hard and soon Mary finds that she, like her grandmother, is the victim of ignorance and stupidity,
and once more she faces important choices to ensure her survival. With a vividly evoked
environment and characters skilfully and patiently drawn, this is a powerful literary achievement by
Celia Rees that is utterly engrossing from start to finish.

witch child by celia rees: Sorceress Celia Rees, 2010-05-03 'T will always put
Celia and her books on the top rung of YA' - BookWitch 'Celia Rees is one of Britain's foremost
writers for teenagers' - Playdays and Runaways The outstanding sequel to critically

acclaimed bestseller Witch Child As Witch Child ends so Sorceress begins. Alison Ellman is still
searching for information about Mary Newbury; she has a diary and some scattered information
about other people in Mary's life, but Mary has disappeared into the forests and Alison has no way of
following her. But when she meets Agnes Herne, Alison encounters the person who is going to tell


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-202/witch-child-by-celia-rees.pdf

her all about Mary's life after she leaves Beulah. Agnes is a descendant of Mary's and has a special
skill which allows her to be in touch with Mary in the spirit world. And Mary has a story to tell. A
story of love and friendship, sadness and loss. A story that takes her across the New World in an epic
search for a home. We fell under the spell of Mary in Witch Child and now at last we find out what
happened to her after her ill-fated time in Beulah. Just as Mary's story has to be told to Agnes, it has
to be read by us for it is passionate, compelling and utterly wonderful.

witch child by celia rees: The Fool's Girl Celia Rees, 2011-04-04 Nominated for the Carnegie
Medal 2011 Shakespeare in Love meets Twelfth Night - A gripping and evocative historical novel by
bestselling Celia Rees

witch child by celia rees: New Directions in Children's Gothic Anna Jackson, 2017-03-27
Children’s literature today is dominated by the gothic mode, and it is in children’s gothic fictions
that we find the implications of cultural change most radically questioned and explored. This
collection of essays looks at what is happening in the children’s Gothic now when traditional
monsters have become the heroes, when new monsters have come into play, when globalisation
brings Harry Potter into China and yaoguai into the children’s Gothic, and when childhood itself and
children’s literature as a genre can no longer be thought of as an uncontested space apart from the
debates and power struggles of an adult domain. We look in detail at series such as The Mortal
Instruments, Twilight, Chaos Walking, The Power of Five, Skulduggery Pleasant, and Cirque du
Freak; at novels about witches and novels about changelings; at the Gothic in China, Japan and
Oceania; and at authors including Celia Rees, Frances Hardinge, Alan Garner and Laini Taylor
amongst many others. At a time when the energies and anxieties of children’s novels can barely be
contained anymore within the genre of children’s literature, spilling over into YA and adult
literature, we need to pay attention. Weird things are happening and they matter.

witch child by celia rees: International Companion Encyclopedia of Children's
Literature Peter Hunt, 2004-08-02 Children's publishing is a huge international industry and there
is ever-growing interest from researchers and students in the genre as cultural object of study and
tool for education and socialization.

witch child by celia rees: Just Imagine James Carter, 2017-07-04 Just Imagine is an exciting,
unique and versatile resource that provides teachers with practical and stimulating creative writing
activities for fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Taking three different, but interconnected media by
which to generate and explore creative writing Text and Themes, Images and Music the book/CD
offers inspiratio

witch child by celia rees: 100 Must-read Historical Novels Nick Rennison, 2009-09-21
Historical fiction is a hugely popular genre of fiction providing fictional accounts or dramatizations
of historical figures or events. This latest guide in the highly successful Bloomsbury Must-Reads
series depicts 100 of the finest novels published in this sector, with a further 500 recommendations.
A wide range of classic works and key authors are covered: Peter Ackroyd, Margaret Attwood, Sarah
Waters, Victor Hugo and Robert Louis Stevenson to name a few. If you want to expand your reading
in this area, or gain a deeper understanding of the genre - this is the best place to start! Inside you'll
find: - An extended Introduction to historical fiction - 100 titles highlighted A-Z by novel with 500
Read-on recommendations - Read-on-a-theme categories - Award winners and book club
recommendations

witch child by celia rees: Constructing Adolescence in Fantastic Realism Alison Waller,
2010-12-22 Constructing Adolescence in Fantastic Realism examines those fundamental themes
which inform our understanding of the teenager—themes that emerge in both literary and cultural
contexts. Models of adolescence do not arise solely from discourses of psychology, sociology, and
education. Rather, these models—frameworks including developmentalism, identity formation, social
agency, and subjectivity in cultural space—can also be found represented symbolically in fantastic
tropes such as metamorphosis, time-slip, hauntings, doppelgangers, invisibility, magic gifts, and
witchcraft. These are the incredible, supernatural, and magical elements that invade the everyday
and diurnal world of fantastic realism. In this original study, Alison Waller proposes a new critical



term to categorize a popular and established genre in literature for teenagers: young adult fantastic
realism. Though fantastic realism plays a crucial part in the short history of young adult literature,
up until now this genre has typically been overlooked or subsumed into the wider class of fantasy.
Touching on well-known authors including Robert Cormier, Melvin Burgess, Gillian Cross, Margaret
Mahy, K.M. Peyton and Robert Westall, as well as previously unexamined writers, Waller explores
the themes and ideological perspectives embedded in fantastic realist novels in order to ask whether
parallel realities and fantastic identities produce forms of adolescence that are dynamic and
subversive. One of the first studies to deal with late twentieth-century fantastic literature for young
adults, this book makes a valuable contribution to our understanding of adult attitudes toward
adolescent identity.

witch child by celia rees: Write Your Own Historical Fiction Story , 2006-01-01 Explains how
to create historical fiction, from crafting believable characters to creating intense plots, with
examples from successful books.

witch child by celia rees: Witchcraft Malcolm Gaskill, 2010-03-25 Witchcraft is a subject that
fascinates us all, and everyone knows what a witch is - or do they? From childhood most of us
develop a sense of the mysterious, malign person, usually an old woman. Historically, too, we
recognize witch-hunting as a feature of pre-modern societies. But why do witches still feature so
heavily in our cultures and consciousness? From Halloween to superstitions, and literary references
such as Faust and even Harry Potter, witches still feature heavily in our society. In this Very Short
Introduction Malcolm Gaskill challenges all of this, and argues that what we think we know is, in
fact, wrong. Taking a historical perspective from the ancient world to contemporary paganism,
Gaskill reveals how witchcraft has meant different things to different people and that in every age it
has raised questions about the distinction between fantasy and reality, faith and proof. Telling
stories, delving into court records, and challenging myths, Gaskill examines the witch-hunts of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and explores the reinvention of witchcraft - as history, religion,
fiction, and metaphor. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

witch child by celia rees: Glass Town Wars Celia Rees, 2020-09-08 The thrilling adventure
story based on the writings of the Bronte children, by the bestselling author of Witch Child When
Tom is in a coma, his friend Milo decides that he can be a guinea pig for a new gaming device - a
device that will take him to a troubled world where he meets the the warrior-like Augusta who is
fighting to save her kingdom from takeover by her rival. With Tom at her side, she finds extra
courage. Slowly but surely, Tom starts to leave his life in London behind as the two of them become
ever more embroiled in a world of chaos and tension that encompasses the past, the present and the
future. But life in London won't let Tom go so easily. His friends and family gather around him to try
and bring him back - as does a girl from school he barely knows, who comes each day to his bedside
to read to him from her favourite book, Wuthering Heights. In this wonderful speculative fiction
Celia Rees has created a meta-fictional world that will delight readers. This epic story, with Rees's
trademark strong female character and romance at its heart, is a compelling action-driven adventure
with delightful twists and turns that thrill and surprise right up to the last page.

witch child by celia rees: The Ultimate Teen Book Guide Daniel Hahn, Leonie Flynn, Susan
Reuben, 2007-12-26 Covering such genres as fantasy, horror, chick lit, graphic novels, sci-fi, and
mystery, an all-encompassing, must-have resource profiles more than 700 of the best books for
teens, from the classics to the latest bestsellers. Simultaneous.

witch child by celia rees: Monstrous Bodies June Pulliam, 2014-08-08 Recent works of young
adult fantastic fiction such as Stephenie Meyer's Twilight Saga have been criticized for glamorizing
feminine subordination. But YA horror fiction with female protagonists who have paranormal
abilities suggests a resistance to restrictive gender roles. The monstrous Other is a double with a



difference, a metaphor of the Western adolescent girl pressured to embody an untenable doll-like
feminine ideal. This book examines what each of three types of female monstrous Others in young
adult fiction--the haunted girl, the female werewolf and the witch--has to tell us about feminine
subordination in a supposedly post-feminist world, where girls continue to be pressured to silence
their voices and stifle their desires.

witch child by celia rees: Handbook of Creative Writing Steven Earnshaw, 2014-04-14 In this
new edition 54 chapters cover the central pillars of writing creatively: the theories behind the
creativity, the techniques and writing as a commercial enterprise. With contributions from over 50
poets, novelists, dramatists, publishers, editors, tutors, critics and scholars, this is the essential
guide to writing and getting published. DT A 3-in-1 text with outstanding breadth of coverage on the
theories, the craft & the business of creative writing DT Includes practical advice on getting
published & making money from your writing New for this edition: DT Chapters on popular topics
such as 'self-publishing and the rise of the indie author’, 'social media', 'flash fiction', 'song lyrics',
‘creative-critical hybrids' and 'collaboration in the theatre' DT New and updated exercises to help
you practice your writing DT Up-to-date information on teaching, copyright, writing for the web &
earning a living as a writer DT Updated Glossary of Terms

witch child by celia rees: The Routledge Companion to Children's Literature David Rudd,
2012-07-26 The Routledge Companion to Children’s Literature is a vibrant and authoritative
exploration of children’s literature in all its manifestations. It features a series of essays written by
expert contributors who provide an illuminating examination of why children’s literature is the way
it is. Topics covered include: the history and development of children's literature various theoretical
approaches used to explore the texts, including narratological methods questions of gender and
sexuality along with issues of race and ethnicity realism and fantasy as two prevailing modes of
story-telling picture books, comics and graphic novels as well as ‘young adult’ fiction and the
‘crossover’ novel media adaptations and neglected areas of children’s literature. The Routledge
Companion to Children’s Literature contains suggestions for further reading throughout plus a
helpful timeline and a substantial glossary of key terms and names, both established and more
cutting-edge. This is a comprehensive and up-to-date guide to an increasingly complex and popular
discipline.

witch child by celia rees: Getting the Buggers to Read 2nd Edition Claire Senior, 2008-08-20
This is a fully up-dated guide for teachers and trainees, containing a new chapter on getting boys
into books, plus an extended directory and plenty suggestions for further reading. Although reading
is essential for every subject, very little attention has been paid to how it is taught, especially in
secondary schools. This practical guide shows teachers how they can improve their students'
reading skills using a variety of strategies, including setting up reading clubs, celebrating world
book day and creating a reader-friendly school. Brimming with top tips and innovative advice, this
book will prove invaluable to teachers everywhere.

witch child by celia rees: Historical Fiction for Children Fiona M. Collins, Judith Graham,
2013-10-18 Historical fiction has a great deal to offer as its readers and devotees have always
known. The time is ripe however for the historical novel and historical picture book to be promoted
more emphatically so that many more are made aware of the delight and learning to be found in the
genre. The editors of this book invited authors, academic writers and teachers to reflect on the
nature, scope, range and richness of historical fiction for children. What is collected here provides
an overview of the field, a consideration of significant writers of historical fiction from the
nineteenth century onwards, a sense of the various historical eras commonly explored (Stone Age to
World War 2), a discussion of commonly raised issues, themes and topics such as child labor, slavery
and migration, and a forum for writers to reveal their insights into the writing of historical fiction.
Julian Atterton, Berlie Doherty, Michael Foreman and Philip Pullman have made contributions. It
provides evidence of children and students engaging creatively with historical fiction.

witch child by celia rees: Witchcraft Myths in American Culture Marion Gibson, 2007
Witchcraft Myths in American Culture is the only account of witchcraft in America that mixes the



study of popular culture with the reading of traditional historical texts on the subject. From the
Salem witch trials to modern day Wicca; from Buffy the Vampire Slayer to the Harry Potter
phenomenon and beyond, Gibson's engaging and accessible approach provides new energy and
perspective on classical and contemporary witchcraft history, portrayal, and mythos. This fresh
viewpoint coupled with a careful examination of the meaning of witchcraft to the evolution of
women's rights and empowerment, makes this book essential in understanding the role witchcraft
has played in American social and cultural history..

witch child by celia rees: Two Girls of Gettysburg Lisa Klein, 2010-02-02 When the Civil War
breaks out, two cousins, Lizzie and Rosanna, find themselves on opposite sides of the conflict until
the war reunites them in the town of Gettysburg.
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