
what language does equatorial guinea speak

**What Language Does Equatorial Guinea Speak? Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of Africa’s Unique
Nation**

what language does equatorial guinea speak is a question that piques the curiosity of many, especially given
the country's unique position as the only African nation with Spanish as an official language. Equatorial
Guinea’s linguistic profile is a fascinating blend of colonial history, indigenous cultures, and modern
influences, making it a compelling case study in African multilingualism. Let’s dive into the languages
spoken in Equatorial Guinea, why this linguistic diversity exists, and what it means for the country today.

The Official Languages of Equatorial Guinea

When discussing what language does Equatorial Guinea speak, it’s important to highlight the official
languages recognized by the government. Equatorial Guinea stands out on the continent because it lists
**three official languages**:

Spanish: The Colonial Legacy

Spanish is the primary official language in Equatorial Guinea, a legacy of Spanish colonial rule that lasted
until 1968 when the country gained independence. Unlike many other African countries where English,
French, or Portuguese predominate due to colonial histories, Equatorial Guinea’s official language is Spanish.
This makes it the only African country where Spanish holds such a prominent official status.

Spanish is widely used in government, education, media, and daily life, especially in the mainland region
of Río Muni and the capital, Malabo. The presence of Spanish influences everything from the country’s
legal system to its cultural institutions. For travelers or foreign business professionals, knowing Spanish
provides a valuable key to communication within Equatorial Guinea.

French: A Strategic Addition

In addition to Spanish, French is also an official language in Equatorial Guinea. The country adopted French
as an official language in 1998, primarily to strengthen ties with neighboring Francophone countries and to
facilitate its integration into the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) and the Central
African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC).

While French is not as widely spoken as Spanish, it is taught in schools and used in diplomatic and regional



communications. The inclusion of French reflects the country’s geopolitical strategy and its desire to
maintain strong regional relations given that most of its neighbors are French-speaking.

Portuguese: The Newest Official Language

In 2010, Equatorial Guinea added Portuguese as an official language, becoming a member of the
Community of Portuguese Language Countries (CPLP). This move was partly motivated by the country’s
proximity to Portuguese-speaking Angola and São Tomé and Príncipe, as well as aspirations to diversify its
international partnerships.

Portuguese is less commonly spoken among the general population but is taught in some schools and used
in certain official contexts. This trilingual official language policy is quite unique in Africa and highlights
Equatorial Guinea’s multilingual ambitions.

Indigenous Languages: The Heart of Equatorial Guinea’s Cultural
Identity

Beyond the official languages, Equatorial Guinea boasts a rich variety of indigenous languages that are
integral to the identity of its people. Understanding these local languages adds depth to answering what
language does Equatorial Guinea speak.

Fang: The Most Widely Spoken Native Language

Fang is the dominant indigenous language in Equatorial Guinea, spoken by approximately 80% of the
population, primarily in the mainland region of Río Muni. It belongs to the Bantu language family and
serves as a lingua franca among many ethnic groups within the country.

Fang is not only a means of everyday communication but also a vital carrier of cultural traditions, folklore,
and oral history. For many Equatoguineans, Fang is their mother tongue and the language of family and
community life.

Bubi: The Language of Bioko Island

On the island of Bioko, home to the capital Malabo, the Bubi language is commonly spoken by the Bubi
ethnic group. Though smaller in number compared to Fang speakers, the Bubi people have a distinct
culture and language that is cherished locally.



Bubi is a unique language with its own grammar and vocabulary, representing an important part of
Equatorial Guinea’s linguistic mosaic. Efforts to preserve and promote Bubi are ongoing, especially as
Spanish and other languages dominate formal education and media.

Other Indigenous Languages

Besides Fang and Bubi, Equatorial Guinea is home to several smaller indigenous languages, including:

Ndowe (or Kombe) – spoken along the coastal regions

Annobonese (a Portuguese-based creole) – native to Annobón Island

Kombe and other Bantu-related dialects

These languages reflect the diverse ethnic groups inhabiting different parts of the country, each
contributing to the nation’s rich cultural fabric.

Language in Education and Media

Understanding what language does Equatorial Guinea speak also involves looking at how languages are
used in education and media, two crucial sectors that influence language vitality.

Education System

Spanish is the primary medium of instruction in most schools, reflecting its official status and widespread
use. French and Portuguese are also taught as second or third languages, with some schools offering courses
in these languages to foster multilingualism.

However, indigenous languages like Fang and Bubi often have limited presence in formal education.
There are grassroots movements and cultural organizations advocating for the inclusion of native languages
in schooling to preserve linguistic heritage and promote bilingual or multilingual literacy.



Media and Communication

Equatorial Guinea’s major newspapers, radio, and television stations primarily broadcast in Spanish. French
and Portuguese are also used but to a lesser extent. Indigenous languages occasionally appear in local radio
programming, especially in rural areas where native speakers predominate.

The dominance of Spanish in media helps unify the country linguistically but also raises concerns about the
marginalization of indigenous languages. As media consumption grows, there are opportunities to create
content in native languages, ensuring cultural representation and linguistic diversity.

Why Does Equatorial Guinea Have Multiple Official Languages?

The multilingual official language policy in Equatorial Guinea reflects a combination of historical, political,
and strategic factors.

- **Historical Influence:** Spanish colonial rule established Spanish as the dominant language.
- **Regional Integration:** French allows Equatorial Guinea to engage with its Francophone neighbors and
participate in regional organizations.
- **Global Diplomacy:** Portuguese membership in the CPLP opens doors to international partnerships and
cultural exchange.

This trilingual approach is relatively rare in Africa and demonstrates the country’s efforts to balance its
colonial heritage with regional realities and global ambitions.

Tips for Communicating in Equatorial Guinea

If you’re planning to visit or do business in Equatorial Guinea, understanding what language does
Equatorial Guinea speak can help you navigate social and professional settings more effectively.

- **Learn Basic Spanish:** Spanish is the most practical language to know for travel, business, and everyday
interaction.
- **Familiarize Yourself with Fang:** If you spend time outside the capital or in rural areas, learning some
Fang phrases can build rapport with locals.
- **Be Open to French and Portuguese:** Depending on your context, a working knowledge of French or
Portuguese can be advantageous.
- **Respect Indigenous Languages:** Acknowledge the importance of native languages and be open to
cultural exchange.



The Future of Language in Equatorial Guinea

As Equatorial Guinea continues to develop economically and politically, its linguistic landscape is likely to
evolve. The government’s promotion of Spanish, French, and Portuguese alongside indigenous languages
aims to foster national unity while embracing cultural diversity.

Technology, education reform, and media expansion will play critical roles in how languages are
maintained or transformed. Indigenous languages face challenges but also opportunities through digital
platforms and cultural initiatives.

Overall, the question of what language does Equatorial Guinea speak reveals a dynamic, multilingual
society where language is not just a means of communication but a reflection of history, identity, and
aspiration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Equatorial Guinea?
The official languages of Equatorial Guinea are Spanish, French, and Portuguese.

Which language is most widely spoken in Equatorial Guinea?
Spanish is the most widely spoken language in Equatorial Guinea and serves as the primary language of
communication.

Why does Equatorial Guinea have multiple official languages?
Equatorial Guinea has multiple official languages due to its colonial history and efforts to integrate with
international communities, with Spanish inherited from its colonial past, French added to strengthen ties
with neighboring francophone countries, and Portuguese adopted to join the Community of Portuguese
Language Countries.

Are indigenous languages spoken in Equatorial Guinea?
Yes, several indigenous languages such as Fang and Bubi are spoken by different ethnic groups within
Equatorial Guinea alongside the official languages.

Is Portuguese widely spoken in Equatorial Guinea?
Portuguese is one of the official languages but is less widely spoken compared to Spanish and French; it was
adopted mainly for diplomatic reasons.



What language is used in education and government in Equatorial
Guinea?
Spanish is predominantly used in education and government affairs in Equatorial Guinea, while French
and Portuguese are also used in official contexts.

Additional Resources
**What Language Does Equatorial Guinea Speak? An In-Depth Exploration of Linguistic Diversity**

what language does equatorial guinea speak is a question that reveals much about the nation’s unique
cultural and historical tapestry. Situated on the west coast of Central Africa, Equatorial Guinea stands apart
from many of its neighbors due to its distinctive colonial history and multilingual population.
Understanding the linguistic landscape of Equatorial Guinea requires delving into its official languages,
indigenous tongues, and the socio-political dynamics that shape language use within the country.

Historical Context Behind Equatorial Guinea’s Languages

Equatorial Guinea’s linguistic profile is deeply influenced by its colonial past. Unlike other Central African
nations primarily colonized by the French or British, Equatorial Guinea was a Spanish colony until gaining
independence in 1968. This historical fact largely explains why Spanish is one of the country’s official
languages, a rarity on the African continent. The legacy of Spanish colonization has left an indelible mark
on the nation’s language policies, education system, and cultural identity.

In addition to Spanish, Equatorial Guinea recognizes French and Portuguese as official languages. This
multilingual approach reflects both regional integration ambitions and international relations. The adoption
of French stems from Equatorial Guinea’s geographical position surrounded by French-speaking countries
such as Cameroon and Gabon. Portuguese, on the other hand, was added more recently as part of diplomatic
efforts to align with the Community of Portuguese Language Countries (CPLP).

Official Languages of Equatorial Guinea

Spanish: The Lingua Franca

Spanish is the primary official language spoken by the majority of Equatorial Guinea’s population, making it
the only African country where Spanish holds official status. It is widely used in government



administration, education, and media. Spanish is the language of instruction in most schools, which helps
maintain its dominance and facilitates communication within the country’s diverse ethnic groups.

The use of Spanish offers several advantages for Equatorial Guinea. For instance, it connects the country to
the wider Spanish-speaking world, including Latin America and Spain, fostering economic and diplomatic
relations. However, Spanish proficiency varies, particularly in rural areas where indigenous languages
remain predominant in daily life.

French: Regional Integration and Diplomatic Strategy

French was declared an official language in 1983, driven largely by Equatorial Guinea’s desire to integrate
more closely with its Francophone neighbors. French is taught in schools alongside Spanish and is
commonly used in diplomatic and regional contexts, particularly within the Central African Economic and
Monetary Community (CEMAC).

The inclusion of French has both pragmatic and symbolic significance. It helps Equatorial Guinea participate
in regional organizations where French is the working language and also attracts investment and
cooperation from French-speaking countries. Despite this, French proficiency among the general
population is lower than Spanish, often limited to urban centers and government officials.

Portuguese: A Growing Influence

Portuguese was adopted as Equatorial Guinea’s third official language in 2010. This move was aligned with
the country’s membership in the CPLP, signaling an intent to strengthen ties with Lusophone nations such
as Angola, Mozambique, and Portugal.

The influence of Portuguese remains modest compared to Spanish and French. Its use is mostly symbolic
and strategic, with limited penetration in everyday communication or education. The government has
initiated programs to promote Portuguese language learning, but the impact is gradual and faces challenges
due to the dominance of Spanish.

Indigenous Languages: The Heartbeat of Equatorial Guinea

While Spanish, French, and Portuguese hold official status, Equatorial Guinea’s linguistic reality is far more
diverse. The country is home to several indigenous languages that are vital to local identity and cultural
heritage.



Fang: The Most Widely Spoken Native Language

Fang is the largest indigenous language group in Equatorial Guinea, spoken predominantly in the mainland
region, Río Muni. It serves as a primary means of communication among millions of Equatoguineans and is
integral to community life, traditional ceremonies, and oral literature.

Despite the prominence of indigenous languages like Fang, their use is often confined to informal contexts.
The government’s emphasis on official languages sometimes sidelines these native tongues in formal
education and public administration.

Bubi and Other Indigenous Languages

On Bioko Island, the Bubi language is the main indigenous language and holds cultural significance among
the island’s inhabitants. Other smaller languages such as Ndowe and Annobonese Creole also contribute to
the country’s rich linguistic mosaic.

The preservation of these indigenous languages faces challenges, including limited written literature, low
institutional support, and the dominance of Spanish in official domains. Nonetheless, they remain vital for
cultural identity and intergenerational transmission of traditions.

Language Policy and Education in Equatorial Guinea

Equatorial Guinea’s language policy is a balancing act between fostering national unity and accommodating
linguistic diversity. The government promotes Spanish as the primary language of instruction, but also
incorporates French and Portuguese in educational curricula to enhance regional and international
integration.

However, indigenous languages often receive less attention in formal education. This imbalance raises
questions about linguistic equity and cultural preservation. Some experts argue that incorporating native
languages into early education could improve learning outcomes and strengthen cultural identity.

Comparative Perspective: Equatorial Guinea’s Linguistic
Uniqueness in Africa

Equatorial Guinea stands out in the African context for its official use of Spanish, in contrast to the
predominance of English, French, and Portuguese in other countries. This linguistic uniqueness offers both



opportunities and challenges. On one hand, Spanish opens doors to a vast cultural and economic sphere; on
the other, it necessitates multilingual proficiency within a heterogeneous population.

The coexistence of three official languages alongside multiple indigenous ones creates a complex linguistic
environment. Equatorial Guinea’s efforts to navigate this complexity highlight broader themes relevant to
multilingual nations worldwide: balancing colonial legacies, regional integration, and cultural preservation.

Challenges and Future Directions in Language Use

While the trilingual official language policy aims to position Equatorial Guinea advantageously on the
international stage, it also presents practical challenges. Language proficiency disparities can exacerbate
social inequalities, particularly between urban and rural populations. Moreover, the limited institutional
support for indigenous languages risks cultural erosion.

Future language policy in Equatorial Guinea may benefit from a more inclusive approach that values
indigenous languages alongside official ones. Enhancing multilingual education programs and promoting
linguistic diversity could foster social cohesion and preserve the nation’s rich cultural heritage.

In conclusion, the question what language does equatorial guinea speak opens a window into a vibrant
linguistic ecosystem shaped by history, politics, and culture. Spanish remains the dominant official language,
supported by French and Portuguese, while indigenous languages continue to thrive within communities.
This dynamic interplay of languages defines Equatorial Guinea’s unique identity on the African continent.

What Language Does Equatorial Guinea Speak

  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Introduction to Equatorial Guinea Gilad
James, PhD, Equatorial Guinea is a small country located in west central Africa, bordered by
Cameroon to the north and Gabon to the south and east. The country consists of the mainland region
which is the RÃo Muni, and the island region of Bioko, which is made up of the islands of Bioko and
AnnobÃ³n. The country has a small population of around 1.2 million people, with roughly the same
number of people living on the mainland as on the islands. Equatorial Guinea is one of the smallest
countries in Africa in terms of both population and land area. It is also one of the most ethnically
diverse countries in Africa, with over 50 different ethnic groups present. Equatorial Guinea gained
independence in 1968 after Spanish colonization. Since then, the country has been ruled by one
political party, the Democratic Party of Equatorial Guinea (PDGE). The country is one of the
wealthiest in Africa, with a per capita GDP that ranks among the highest on the continent. This is
largely due to oil reserves discovered in the 1990s, which make up the majority of the country's
export earnings. Despite its wealth, Equatorial Guinea is also known for its human rights abuses and
corruption, with the country frequently ranking poorly on global indices measuring these factors.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Manual of Romance Languages in Africa
Ursula Reutner, 2023-12-18 With more than two thousand languages spread over its territory,
multilingualism is a common reality in Africa. The main official languages of most African countries
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are Indo-European, in many instances Romance. As they were primarily brought to Africa in the era
of colonization, the areas discussed in this volume are thirty-five states that were once ruled by
Belgium, France, Italy, Portugal, or Spain, and the African regions still belonging to three of them.
Twenty-six states are presented in relation to French, four to Italian, six to Portuguese, and two to
Spanish. They are considered in separate chapters according to their sociolinguistic situation,
linguistic history, external language policy, linguistic characteristics, and internal language policy.
The result is a comprehensive overview of the Romance languages in modern-day Africa. It follows a
coherent structure, offers linguistic and sociolinguistic information, and illustrates language contact
situations, power relations, as well as the cross-fertilization and mutual enrichment emerging from
the interplay of languages and cultures in Africa.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Africa Toyin Falola, Daniel Jean-Jacques,
2015-12-14 These volumes offer a one-stop resource for researching the lives, customs, and cultures
of Africa's nations and peoples. Unparalleled in its coverage of contemporary customs in all of
Africa, this multivolume set is perfect for both high school and public library shelves. The
three-volume encyclopedia will provide readers with an overview of contemporary customs and life
in North Africa and sub-Saharan Africa through discussions of key concepts and topics that touch
everyday life among the nations' peoples. While this encyclopedia places emphasis on the customs
and cultural practices of each state, history, politics, and economics are also addressed. Because
entries average 14,000 to 15,000 words each, contributors are able to expound more extensively on
each country than in similar encyclopedic works with shorter entries. As a result, readers will gain a
more complete understanding of what life is like in Africa's 54 nations and territories, and will be
better able to draw cross-cultural comparisons based on their reading.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Global and local perspectives on language
contact Katrin Pfadenhauer, Sofia Rüdiger, Valentina Serreli, 2024-01-30 This edited volume pays
tribute to traditional and innovative language contact research, bringing together contributors with
expertise on different languages examining general phenomena of language contact and specific
linguistic features which arise in language contact scenarios. A particular focus lies on contact
between languages of unbalanced political and symbolic power, language contact and group
identity, and the linguistic and societal implications of language contact settings, especially
considering contemporary global migration streams. Drawing on various methodological
approaches, among others, corpus and contrastive linguistics, linguistic landscapes, sociolinguistic
interviews, and ethnographic fieldwork, the contributions describe phenomena of language contact
between and with Romance languages, Semitic languages, and English(es).
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: The Languages of the World Kenneth
Katzner, Kirk Miller, 2002-09-11 Third edition of this extremely popular volume - the combined sales
of the first and second editions total over 34,000 copies New, larger format for this 3rd edition
Coverage of every country in the world, with information on their main languages and speaker
numbers Designed for the non-specialist, providing information on the history of each language and
an introduction to language families
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: An Introduction to the Languages of the World
Anatole Lyovin, 1997 This text is designed to introduce students to the variety of languages of the
world.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: The World in Your Hands. Vol 03. Marcelo
Gameiro, 2024-07-25 Introducing the ultimate guide to exploring the world, All Countries of the
World. This comprehensive book provides a wealth of information on every country on the planet,
covering all aspects of their history, language, food, sports, nature, arts, religion, economy,
education, people, culture, music, interesting facts, and geography. Each chapter dives deep into the
unique features and characteristics of each country, providing insights into what makes them special
and how they contribute to the diversity of our world. Whether you're an avid traveler, a curious
learner, or simply someone who wants to expand their knowledge of the world, All Countries of the
World is the perfect resource for you. With detailed information, this book will take you on a journey



across the globe, discovering new and exciting places along the way. To test your comprehension
and enhance your learning, multiple choice questions are provided at the end of each country's
description, with answers included. Get ready to embark on an adventure like no other with All
Countries of the World - the ultimate guide to exploring the world's rich and diverse cultures.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Hispanic and Lusophone Voices of Africa
Mongor-Lizarrabengoa, Sarita Naa Akuye Addy, 2022-09-06 Africa is usually depicted in Western
media as a continent plagued by continuous wars, civil conflicts, disease, and human rights
violations; however, an analysis of the region’s cultural output reveals the depth and strength of the
character of the African people that has endured the burden of colonialism. Undoubtedly, much of
the scholarship on African literature focuses on countries colonized by the British such as South
Africa and Nigeria; however, the African nations colonized by Spain and Portugal have also made
major literary contributions. This volume examines the literature and cinema of the African nations
colonized by Spain and Portugal (Equatorial Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Cabo Verde, Angola,
Mozambique, and São Tomé and Príncipe) to demonstrate the complexity and heterogeneity of these
countries in their attempts to establish a post-colonial identity. This volume is intended for
undergraduate students, graduate students, and researchers seeking to study Hispanic and
Luso-African literature and film, and so better understand cultural production in previously
underrepresented nations of Africa.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Encyclopedia of African Peoples The Diagram
Group, 2013-11-26 Africa is a vast continent, home to many millions of people. Its history stretches
back millennia and encompasses some of the most ancient civilizations in the world. Modern Africa
boasts a rich cultural heritage, the legacy of many diverse influences from all around the world,
reflecting the central role African plays in world history. Encyclopedia of African Peoples provides
extensive information about Africa's cultures, history, geography, economics, and politics; it
provides an invaluable overview of the whole continent, region by region, ethnic group by ethnic
group, nation by nation, personality by personality. Sections include: *Africa Today * The Peoples of
Africa * Culture and History * The Nations of Africa * Biographies Past to Present * Glossary * Index.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: The Seven Keys to Communicating in
Brazil Orlando R. Kelm, David A. Victor, 2017 Why just talk to Brazilians when you can connect with
them? Using the authors' groundbreaking method of dividing communication into specific topics,
supplemented by anecdotes, case studies, and photos, learn key cultural differences between Brazil
and North America that will help you overcome communication barriers. -- Business and Professio
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Africa A to Z: Continental and Country
Profiles Esterhuysen, Pieter, 2013-12-07 The popularity of the first two editions of this book
necessitated a third revised and updated version to record the many challenges in Africa since the
first edition appeared in 1998. Africa is a vast and fascinating continent whose population has
exceeded the one billion mark. Africa A-Z attempts to provide, in a concise manner, the facts for an
elementary understanding of the continent and its complex problems. The book falls into two main
sections; the five chapters on the first main section focus on the continent as a whole, dealing with
its physical and human diversity, its eventful history and Africans' struggle for economic survival.
The second main section contains profiles of 58 independent countries, ranging from Algeria to
Zimbabwe. Presentation of the profiles is uniform, in that the same themes are covered in each
profile. The data panels with the profiles contain data not provided in the text. The maps, appearing
throughout the text were produced by AISA's cartography department.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: The Politics of Language in the
Spanish-Speaking World Clare Mar-Molinero, 2002-11 This book traces how and why Spanish has
arrived at its current position, examining its role in the diverse societies where it is spoken from
Europe to the Americas.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and
Bilingual Education Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three
sections: individual bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many



pictures, graphs, maps and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on
bilingualism.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: A History of the Spanish Language
through Texts Christopher Pountain, 2002-09-11 A History of the Spanish Language through Texts
examines the evolution of the Spanish language from the Middle Ages to the present day. Pountain
explores a wide range of texts from poetry, through newspaper articles and political documents, to a
Bunuel film script and a love letter. With keypoints and a careful indexing and cross-referencing
system this book can be used as a freestanding history of the language independently of the
illustrative texts themselves.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: AF Press Clips , 1987-07
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Löbëla Justo Bolekia Boleka, 2015-02-05
Lobela is the first volume of poetry written by Justo Bolekia Boleka, poet, author, and linguist. In
these poems, Boleka expresses his connection to his native land, Equatorial Guinea, the only nation
in Sub-Saharan Africa whose language of colonization is Spanish. Gods, goddesses, adoration of
elders, customs, longing for a lost land, and lost way of life are all part of these poetic expressions.
Originally in Spanish, replete with songs, expressions, chants, and cadences from his native Bubi
language, English readers will now have access to these expressions in this bi-lingual edition.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: AF Press Clips United States Department of
State. Bureau of African Affairs, 1979
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Pluricentric Languages Michael G. Clyne,
1992 CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SOCIOLOGY OF LANGUAGE brings to students, researchers and
practitioners in all of the social and language-related sciences carefully selected book-length
publications dealing with sociolinguistic theory, methods, findings and applications. It approaches
the study of language in society in its broadest sense, as a truly international and interdisciplinary
field in which various approaches, theoretical and empirical, supplement and complement each
other. The series invites the attention of linguists, language teachers of all interests, sociologists,
political scientists, anthropologists, historians etc. to the development of the sociology of language.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Spanish in Africa/Africa in Spanish Adrián
Rodríguez-Riccelli, Rey Romero, 2024-09-23 Since the 1960s, Afro-Hispanic linguistics has produced
vital knowledge at the intersection of African diaspora studies and Spanish sociolinguistics – yet
many misconceptions persist in research literature. To challenge those biased assumptions, the
contributions gathered in this volume present current research on Afro-Hispanic varieties from both
sides of the Atlantic (Equatorial Guinean Spanish, Palenquero, Afro-Puerto Rican Spanish from
Loíza, San Andrean [Colombia] Raizal Spanish) and address the influence of Portuguese-based
Creoles on Afro-Hispanic varieties during the early colonial era. Conceived in cooperation with
students, activists, social workers, civil servants, and researchers who work with Afro-Hispanic
languages and communities (as well as with other languages and communities who suffer linguistic,
social, and racial marginalization), this volume adopts a social justice framework that seeks tangible,
material, and quality-of-life improvements for the speech communities in which it investigates. It
includes best practices for empirical research, recruitment of respondents and informants, fieldwork
and archival work, and pedagogical and community-facing applications of research.
  what language does equatorial guinea speak: Pidgins and Creoles Jacques Arends, Pieter
Muysken, Norval Smith, 1995 For review see: Geneviève Escure, in New West Indian Guide / Nieuwe
West-Indische Gids, vol. 72, no. 1 & 2 (1998); p. 192-194. - For abstract see: Caribbean Abstracts,
no. 7, 1995-1996 (1997); p. 11, no. 0018.
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