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Walt Whitman Song of Myself Full Text: Exploring the Heart of an American
Classic

walt whitman song of myself full text is more than just a phrase for poetry
enthusiasts; it represents an invitation to immerse oneself in one of the
most profound and expansive poems in American literature. Walt Whitman’s
"Song of Myself" stands as a celebration of individuality, democracy, nature,
and the human spirit. Reading the full text offers an illuminating journey
through Whitman’s vision of selfhood and collective experience.

If you’ve ever been curious about the depth and meaning behind "Song of
Myself," or if you want to understand why it remains a cornerstone of
American poetry, this article will guide you through its significance, style,
and thematic richness. We’ll also explore how accessing the full text can
deepen your appreciation of Whitman’s groundbreaking contributions.

The Essence of Walt Whitman’s "Song of Myself"

"Song of Myself" is a poem that defies easy categorization. Originally
published in 1855 as part of Whitman’s collection *Leaves of Grass*, it broke
traditional poetic norms with its free verse structure and candid tone. Walt
Whitman crafted a work that not only embraced the self but also connected the
individual to the broader cosmos.

Why the Full Text Matters

Many readers encounter excerpts or famous lines from "Song of Myself," but
engaging with the entire poem reveals its layered complexity. The full text
allows you to:

- Experience the progression of Whitman’s thoughts and emotions.
- Witness the interplay between personal identity and universal humanity.
- Appreciate the rhythm and cadence that free verse brings to the poem’s
meaning.
- Understand the historical and cultural context that shaped Whitman’s
writing.

Reading the complete poem is like following a river’s course: each section
flows into the next, building a rich mosaic of ideas about life, death,
democracy, and spirituality.

Accessing the Walt Whitman Song of Myself Full
Text

Because "Song of Myself" was published over 150 years ago, it is in the
public domain, making the full text widely available online and in print.
Here are some reliable ways to explore the poem in its entirety:



Official digital libraries: Websites like Project Gutenberg and the
Poetry Foundation provide free, accurate versions of the full text.

Annotated editions: For those interested in deeper understanding,
editions with scholarly notes can clarify historical references and
obscure language.

Audio recordings: Listening to the poem read aloud by professional
narrators can enhance comprehension and appreciation of Whitman’s
rhythm.

Exploring different formats can enrich your engagement with the poem,
allowing you to see why it continues to inspire readers and writers alike.

Thematic Highlights in "Song of Myself"

Walt Whitman’s "Song of Myself" encapsulates a broad spectrum of themes, many
of which resonate deeply in today’s world. Here are some central motifs that
emerge when you read the song in its entirety:

Celebration of the Individual and the Collective

One of the poem’s core messages is the celebration of the self—not as an
isolated ego, but as a vital part of humanity’s collective fabric. Whitman
writes with an expansive sense of identity, claiming, “I am large, I contain
multitudes.” This idea encourages readers to embrace the complexity and
contradictions within themselves.

Nature and the Cycle of Life

Throughout the poem, nature serves as both a symbol and a living entity.
Whitman’s vivid descriptions of grass, animals, and the changing seasons
emphasize the interconnectedness of all living things. The full text reveals
his meditation on life’s cyclical nature, death, and rebirth, offering
comfort and insight into human existence.

Democracy and Equality

Whitman’s work is deeply democratic in spirit. He envisions a society where
every individual is valued, regardless of background or status. "Song of
Myself" advocates a vision of inclusivity and shared humanity that was
revolutionary in the 19th century and still relevant today.

Stylistic Innovations in the Full Text

Whitman’s style in "Song of Myself" was groundbreaking for its time, and



reading the full text highlights several unique features:

Free verse: Unlike the rigid rhyme and meter of traditional poetry,
Whitman’s free-flowing lines mimic natural speech and thought.

Repetition and parallelism: These devices create rhythm and emphasize
key themes, inviting readers to linger on important ideas.

Vivid imagery: Whitman uses concrete sensory details to evoke the
physical world, making abstract concepts tangible.

Direct address: The poem often speaks directly to the reader, fostering
an intimate connection.

These stylistic choices contribute to the poem’s enduring power and
accessibility, inviting readers into a conversational and personal
experience.

Tips for Reading "Song of Myself" in Full

Given its length and density, "Song of Myself" can feel daunting at first
glance. Here are some suggestions to help you get the most out of the full
text:

Read in sections: The poem is divided into 52 sections, each exploring1.
different ideas. Taking it piece by piece allows for reflection.

Annotate as you go: Jot down thoughts, questions, or favorite lines to2.
deepen engagement.

Explore secondary sources: Essays and analyses can provide historical3.
context and thematic insight.

Discuss with others: Sharing interpretations can reveal new perspectives4.
and enhance understanding.

Approaching the poem as a journey rather than a test makes the experience
more enjoyable and meaningful.

Why Walt Whitman’s "Song of Myself" Remains
Relevant

Despite being written in the mid-19th century, the themes and spirit of "Song
of Myself" resonate strongly with modern readers. Its exploration of
identity, interconnectedness, and democracy speaks to contemporary concerns
about inclusivity and self-expression. The poem’s embrace of diversity and
celebration of the human experience make it a timeless work that continually
invites rediscovery through the full text.



Whether you encounter it for the first time or return to it after years,
Whitman’s masterpiece offers a wellspring of inspiration and contemplation.

---

Engaging with the walt whitman song of myself full text allows readers to
experience the poem’s full emotional and philosophical impact. It is a work
that grows richer with each reading, offering fresh insights and a profound
connection to the human spirit. Delving into the complete poem is a rewarding
adventure that continues to captivate and inspire generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the full text of Walt Whitman's
"Song of Myself"?

The full text of Walt Whitman's "Song of Myself" is available on various
online platforms such as Project Gutenberg, Poetry Foundation, and the Walt
Whitman Archive.

What is the significance of "Song of Myself" in Walt
Whitman's work?

"Song of Myself" is considered Walt Whitman's masterpiece and a central piece
in his collection "Leaves of Grass." It celebrates individuality, nature,
democracy, and the human spirit.

How long is the full text of "Song of Myself" by Walt
Whitman?

The full text of "Song of Myself" consists of 52 sections and is quite
extensive, often spanning over 30 pages depending on the edition and
formatting.

Can I access "Song of Myself" by Walt Whitman for
free?

Yes, "Song of Myself" is in the public domain and can be accessed for free on
websites like Project Gutenberg, Poetry Foundation, and the Walt Whitman
Archive.

What themes are explored in the full text of "Song of
Myself"?

The poem explores themes such as self-identity, democracy, nature,
spirituality, the human body, and the interconnectedness of all life.

Is "Song of Myself" written in a particular poetic
style?

Yes, "Song of Myself" is written in free verse, a style without consistent



rhyme or meter, which was innovative at the time and characteristic of
Whitman's work.

How has "Song of Myself" influenced modern poetry?

"Song of Myself" has greatly influenced modern poetry by popularizing free
verse and emphasizing the celebration of the individual, breaking away from
traditional poetic forms and subjects.

Additional Resources
Walt Whitman Song of Myself Full Text: An In-Depth Exploration of the Iconic
Poem

walt whitman song of myself full text remains one of the most celebrated and
analyzed pieces of American poetry. As a cornerstone of Walt Whitman’s
seminal work *Leaves of Grass*, "Song of Myself" encapsulates the poet’s
visionary approach to identity, democracy, nature, and the human experience.
This article delves into the full text of "Song of Myself," examining its
thematic richness, stylistic innovations, and enduring cultural significance,
while naturally embedding key terms and related concepts for comprehensive
understanding and SEO relevance.

The Enduring Legacy of Walt Whitman’s “Song of
Myself”

"Song of Myself" first appeared in the 1855 edition of *Leaves of Grass*,
marking a revolutionary departure from conventional poetic forms and subjects
of its time. Walt Whitman’s choice to use free verse, coupled with a deeply
personal yet universal voice, allowed him to explore the interconnectedness
of individuals and the cosmos. The poem’s sprawling structure—comprising 52
sections—invites readers on a journey through Whitman’s philosophical
musings, democratic ideals, and celebration of the self as a microcosm of the
universe.

The full text of "Song of Myself" is characterized by its expansive scope and
profound inclusivity. Whitman’s language is both accessible and rich with
symbolism, enabling his message to resonate across generations. His open
embrace of the body, sexuality, and the soul challenged 19th-century societal
norms, cementing the poem’s role as a pioneering work in American literature.

Thematic Exploration in the Full Text

At its core, "Song of Myself" explores themes of identity, unity, and the
cyclical nature of life and death. Whitman’s assertive declaration of
selfhood—“I celebrate myself, and sing myself”—signals a radical affirmation
of individuality that simultaneously gestures toward universal human
experience.

Key themes include:



Democracy and Equality: Whitman’s poem is a celebration of democratic
ideals, emphasizing the equality of all people regardless of race,
class, or gender.

Nature and the Cosmos: The natural world serves as both a backdrop and
metaphor for the interconnectedness of all beings.

Physicality and Spirituality: Unlike traditional poetry that often
separated the body and soul, "Song of Myself" unites these aspects,
embracing the human body as sacred.

Transcendence and Mortality: Death is portrayed not as an end but as a
transformation within the eternal cycle of life.

These themes are interwoven throughout the full text, creating a complex
tapestry that challenges readers to reconsider their perceptions of self and
society.

Stylistic Features and Innovations

Whitman’s use of free verse in "Song of Myself" was groundbreaking. Departing
from rigid meter and rhyme schemes, he employed rhythmic cadences more akin
to natural speech. This stylistic choice enhanced the poem’s accessibility
and immediacy, allowing Whitman’s voice to flow unrestricted.

Other notable stylistic features include:

Cataloging: Whitman frequently uses lists to convey abundance and
diversity, a technique that mirrors the democratic inclusivity of his
vision.

Repetition and Parallelism: These devices reinforce key ideas and create
a hypnotic effect that draws readers deeper into the poem’s meditative
quality.

Imagery and Symbolism: Vivid descriptions of the natural world, human
bodies, and everyday scenes enrich the sensory experience and underscore
universal themes.

These elements combine to make the full text of "Song of Myself" not only a
literary masterpiece but also a manifesto of poetic innovation.

Accessing and Understanding the Full Text

For scholars, students, and poetry enthusiasts, accessing the walt whitman
song of myself full text is essential for in-depth study. Numerous editions
of *Leaves of Grass* exist, reflecting Whitman’s ongoing revisions throughout
his life. The 1855 original edition contains the first version of "Song of
Myself," but later editions expanded and refined the poem.



Digital archives and reputable literary websites offer the complete poem for
free, often accompanied by annotations and critical analyses. Engaging with
the full text allows readers to appreciate the poem’s nuances and Whitman’s
evolving artistic vision.

Comparative Insights: Whitman and Contemporary Poets

Comparing "Song of Myself" to other poetic works of its era highlights its
distinctiveness. While poets like Emily Dickinson focused on introspective
and often enigmatic lyricism, Whitman embraced a bold, extroverted voice that
celebrated collective identity and physical presence. This contrast
underscores Whitman’s unique contribution to American poetry and the broader
literary canon.

Moreover, Whitman’s influence extends beyond his contemporaries, inspiring
modern poets who explore themes of identity, nature, and democracy with
similar candor and expansiveness.

Pros and Cons of Walt Whitman’s Poetic Approach in
“Song of Myself”

Understanding the impact of "Song of Myself" requires a balanced view of its
strengths and potential limitations:

Pros:1.

Revolutionary use of free verse expanded poetic possibilities.

Inclusive themes promote empathy and democratic values.

Rich imagery and sensory detail engage diverse audiences.

Combines personal and universal perspectives effectively.

Cons:2.

Length and density may challenge casual readers.

Some sections’ free-flowing style can feel repetitive or unfocused.

Historical context required to fully grasp certain references.

Despite these challenges, the overall impact of "Song of Myself" remains
overwhelmingly positive, solidifying its status as a foundational text in
American literature.



The Cultural and Educational Impact Today

Today, the walt whitman song of myself full text continues to be a staple in
educational curricula, literary studies, and cultural discussions. Its themes
of inclusivity, self-exploration, and reverence for nature resonate strongly
in contemporary contexts, including social justice movements and
environmental awareness.

Institutions and educators frequently incorporate the poem to illustrate the
evolution of American poetry and to inspire critical thinking about identity
and society. Digital platforms have further democratized access, allowing a
global audience to engage with Whitman’s vision.

As a living document, "Song of Myself" invites ongoing interpretation and re-
interpretation, proving its relevance across centuries.

---

Exploring the full text of Walt Whitman’s "Song of Myself" reveals a profound
meditation on the self and its place within the vast fabric of existence. The
poem’s innovative style, inclusive themes, and enduring cultural significance
make it a crucial work for anyone interested in American poetry and the human
condition. Through its expansive voice and visionary outlook, Whitman’s
masterpiece continues to challenge and inspire readers worldwide.
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  walt whitman song of myself full text: Walt Whitman's Song of Myself Walt Whitman,
2013-10-18 Since 1855, Walt Whitman's Song of Myself has been enjoyed, debated, parodied and
imitated by readers, critics and artists crossing national and linguistic boundaries. Many argue that
it is the most influential poem ever written by an American. This sourcebook and critical edition
provides easy access to: * information on the contexts of Whitman's work, including biographical
details and a chronology * an overview of the critical reception of the poem and extracts from
important criticism, reprinted with clear introductory headnotes * key passages from the original
1855 edition, with commentary and annotation * the full 'final' 1881 edition of the poem.
Cross-references link the critical, contextual and textual sections of the volume, encouraging an
integrated understanding of this creative and controversial text. Complementing a wealth of
material with suggestions for further reading, this volume is ideal for readers with no knowledge of
the poem, or for those returning anew to a favourite text.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2016-10-15 This book
offers the most comprehensive and detailed reading to date of Song of Myself. One of the most
distinguished critics in Whitman Studies, Ed Folsom, and one of the nation’s most prominent writers
and literary figures, Christopher Merrill, carry on a dialog with Whitman, and with each other,
section by section, as they invite readers to enter into the conversation about how the poem
develops, moves, improvises, and surprises. Instead of picking and choosing particular passages to
support a reading of the poem, Folsom and Merrill take Whitman at his word and interact with
“every atom” of his work. The book presents Whitman’s final version of the poem, arranged in
fifty-two sections; each section is followed by Folsom’s detailed critical examination of the passage,
and then Merrill offers a poet’s perspective, suggesting broader contexts for thinking about both the
passage in question and the entire poem.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of myself Walt Whitman, 1973

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-202/walt-whitman-song-of-myself-full-text.pdf


  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of Myself . Walt Whitman, Roycroft Shop,
Benno Loewy, 2015-08-08 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important,
and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the
original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Whitman Illuminated: Song of Myself Walt
Whitman, 2014-05-13 Whitman's most beloved poem, Song of Myself, illustrated, illuminated, and
presented like never before. Walt Whitman’s iconic collection of poems, Leaves of Grass, has earned
a reputation as a sacred American text. Whitman himself made such comparisons, going so far as to
use biblical verse as a model for his own. So it’s only appropriate that artist and illustrator Allen
Crawford has chosen to illuminate—like medieval monks with their own holy scriptures—Whitman’s
masterpiece and the core of his poetic vision, “Song of Myself.” Crawford has turned the original
sixty-page poem from Whitman’s 1855 edition into a sprawling 234-page work of art. The
handwritten text and illustrations intermingle in a way that’s both surprising and wholly in tune with
the spirit of the poem—they’re exuberant, rough, and wild. Whitman Illuminated: Song of Myself is a
sensational reading experience, an artifact in its own right, and a masterful tribute to the Good Gray
Poet.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of Myself by Walt Whitman Walt Whitman,
2012-09-24 Song of Myself by Walt Whitman is one of the must read Walt Whitman poems. There
were a few editions of Song of Myself, as Whitman revised this poem throughout his lifetime. This
edition of Song of Myself is from Whitman's deathbed edition of Leaves of Grass. Enjoy Song of
Myself by Walt Whitman today!
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of Myself: The First Edition of 1855 + The Death
Bed Edition of 1892 Walt Whitman, 2013-11-10 This carefully crafted ebook: “Song of Myself: The
First Edition of 1855 + The Death Bed Edition of 1892” is formatted for your eReader with a
functional and detailed table of contents. Song of Myself is a poem by Walt Whitman that is included
in his work Leaves of Grass. It has been credited as representing the core of Whitman’s poetic
vision. The poem was first published without sections as the first of twelve untitled poems in the first
(1855) edition of Leaves of Grass. The first edition was published by Whitman at his own expense. In
1856 it was called A Poem of Walt Whitman, an American and in 1860 it was simply termed Walt
Whitman. Walter Walt Whitman (1819 – 1892) was an American poet, essayist and journalist. His
work was very controversial in its time, particularly his poetry collection Leaves of Grass, which was
described as obscene for its overt sexuality.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Walt Whitman's "song of Myself" Edwin Haviland
Miller, 1989 One of Walt Whitman's most loved and greatest poems, Song of Myself is an optimistic
and inspirational look at the world. Originally published as part of Leaves of Grass in 1855, Song of
Myself is as accessible and important today as when it was first written. Read Song of Myself and
enjoy a true poetic masterpiece.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of Myself , 2011-03-01 Walt Whitman was deeply
interested in the American language as it was emerging in his time. He was fascinated by the
vocabularies of the sciences and the streets, and was a regular visitor to the New York Public
Library, where he loved to peer into the provenience of the words he overheard and read. In this
beautiful book, Robert Hass and Paul Ebencamp walk us through Whitman's Song of Myself—one of



the greatest poems in American literature. Much is revealed about the words Whitman chose in
1855—their inflections, meanings, and native usages we wouldn't otherwise know. In doing so, we
understand perhaps for the first time, Whitman's query in Song of Myself: Have you felt so proud to
get at the meaning of poems? In the first part of the collection, Hass an introduction to the poem
and, with Paul Ebenkamp, a rich annotation of Song of Myself—both the first version from the 1855
edition of Leaves of Grass, and the final, revised text that appeared in the so–called Deathbed edition
of 1892. The second part of this book includes a selection of poems from across the span of
Whitman's career that gives us a fresh look at Whitman's work.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2015-09-13 This Squid
Ink Classic includes the full text of the work plus MLA style citations for scholarly secondary
sources, peer-reviewed journal articles and critical essays for when your teacher requires extra
resources for your research paper.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Walt Whitman's Song of Myself Harold Bloom,
2003 Reveals critics' views of the evolving transcendentalist poet Walt Whitman, paying particular
attention to his poem Song of Myself and considering how it shapes Leaves of Grass as a whole.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Whitman Illuminated Walt Whitman, 2014-11-20
Walt Whitman's iconic collection of poems, Leaves of Grass, has earned a reputation as a sacred
American text. Whitman himself made such comparisons, going so far as to use biblical verse as a
model for his own. So it's only appropriate that artist and illustrator Allen Crawford has chosen to
illuminate - like medieval monks with their own holy scriptures - Whitman's masterpiece and the
core of his poetic vision, 'Song of Myself'. Crawford has turned the original sixy-page poem from
Whitman's 1855 edition into a sprawling 234-page work of art. The handwritten text and illustrations
intermingle in a way that's both surprising and wholly in tune with the spirit of the poem - they're
exuberant, rough and wild. Whitman Illuminated: Song of Myself is a sensational reading
experience, an artefact in its own right and a masterful tribute to one of America's greatest poets.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, Jean-Pierre Tingaud,
Petrarch Press, 1992
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of Myself , 2010-01-10 Walt Whitman was
deeply interested in the American language as it was emerging in his time. He was fascinated by the
vocabularies of the sciences and the streets, and was a regular visitor to the New York Public
Library, where he loved to peer into the provenience of the words he overheard and read. In this
beautiful book, Robert Hass and Paul Ebencamp walk us through Whitman's Song of Myself—one of
the greatest poems in American literature. Much is revealed about the words Whitman chose in
1855—their inflections, meanings, and native usages we wouldn't otherwise know. In doing so, we
understand perhaps for the first time, Whitman's query in Song of Myself: Have you felt so proud to
get at the meaning of poems? In the first part of the collection, Hass an introduction to the poem
and, with Paul Ebenkamp, a rich annotation of Song of Myself—both the first version from the 1855
edition of Leaves of Grass, and the final, revised text that appeared in the so–called Deathbed edition
of 1892. The second part of this book includes a selection of poems from across the span of
Whitman's career that gives us a fresh look at Whitman's work.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Leaves of Grass Walt Whitman, 2020-05-02 Walt
Whitman spent most of his professional life writing and re-writing Leaves of Grass, revising it
multiple times until his death. The first edition was a small book of twelve poems and the last, a
compilation of over 400. The poems of Leaves of Grass represent Whitman's celebration of his
philosophy of life and humanity. His poetry praises nature and the individual human's role in it.
Leaves of Grass (First Edition): Song of Myself A Song for Occupations To Think of Time The
Sleepers I Sing the Body Electric Faces Song of the Answerer Europe the 72d and 73d Years of
These States A Boston Ballad There Was a Child Went Forth Who Learns My Lesson Complete Great
Are the Myths Leaves of Grass (Final Edition): Inscriptions One's-Self I Sing As I Ponder'd in Silence
In Cabin'd Ships at Sea To Foreign Lands To a Historian To Thee Old Cause Eidolons For Him I Sing
When I Read the Book Beginning My Studies Starting from Paumanok Song of Myself Children of



Adam From Pent-Up Aching Rivers I Sing the Body Electric A Woman Waits for Me Spontaneous Me
One Hour to Madness and Joy Out of the Rolling Ocean the Crowd Calamus Salut au Monde! Song of
the Open Road Crossing Brooklyn Ferry Song of the Answerer Our Old Feuillage A Song of Joys
Song of the Broad-Axe Song of the Exposition Song of the Redwood-Tree A Song for Occupations A
Song of the Rolling Earth Birds of Passage A Broadway Pageant Sea-Drift By the Roadside
Drum-Taps First O Songs for a Prelude Eighteen Sixty-One Beat! Beat! Drums! From Paumanok
Starting I Fly Like a Bird Song of the Banner at Daybreak Rise O Days from Your Fathomless Deeps
Virginia—The West City of Ships The Centenarian's Story Cavalry Crossing a Ford Memories of
President Lincoln By Blue Ontario's Shore Autumn Rivulets Proud Music of the Storm Passage to
India Prayer of Columbus The Sleepers To Think of Time Whispers of Heavenly Death Thou Mother
with Thy Equal Brood From Noon to Starry Night Songs of Parting Sands at Seventy Good-Bye My
Fancy
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Walt Whitman Walt Whitman, 2017-07-03 A selection
of Walt Whitman by Paul-Denis d'Homécourt
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Reader's Guide to Literature in English Mark
Hawkins-Dady, 1996 First Published in 1996. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2010-10-08 This is a
beautifully-designed edition of Walt Whitman's masterpiece, Song of Myself. Unlike other editions,
this book contains both the first (1855) and final (1892) versions of the poem, showing how Whitman
edited his own work over the course of his life. [Published by American Renaissance Books.]
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Song of Myself Walt Whitman, 2016-07-11 Each title in
Squid Ink Classics' Electric Orange Book Collection includes the full text of the work plus
fresh-squeezed MLA style citations for scholarly secondary sources, peer-reviewed journal articles
and critical essays.
  walt whitman song of myself full text: Walt Whitman's Poems Walt Whitman, 1956
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