
the bitter tea of general yen

The Bitter Tea of General Yen: A Journey Through History, Flavor, and Culture

the bitter tea of general yen is not just a beverage; it is a symbol steeped in history, culture, and

complex flavors that capture the imagination of tea enthusiasts and history buffs alike. This intriguing

concoction carries with it stories from a bygone era, wrapped in layers of bitterness and subtle

undertones that invite curiosity and appreciation. If you have ever wondered about the origins,

significance, and taste profile of this unique tea, you’re in for an engaging exploration.

The Historical Roots of the Bitter Tea of General Yen

The bitter tea of General Yen traces its roots back to the turbulent times of early 20th-century China, a

period marked by political upheaval, cultural shifts, and the clash of old and new traditions. General

Yen, a figure both respected and enigmatic, was said to have a distinctive preference for a particular

kind of strong, bitter tea that symbolized resilience and fortitude.

Who Was General Yen?

General Yen, or Yen Hsi-shan, was a prominent Chinese warlord and military leader known for his

strategic mind and leadership during the Warlord Era. Beyond his military exploits, he was noted for

his disciplined lifestyle and appreciation for traditional Chinese customs, including the art of tea. The

tea associated with him was not a typical sweet or floral variety but rather a robust, bitter blend that

matched his stern persona and the harsh realities of his time.



The Cultural Significance of Bitter Tea in Chinese Society

Bitter tea has long held a special place in Chinese culture, often symbolizing endurance, wisdom, and

an acceptance of life’s hardships. Unlike the more commonly consumed sweetened teas or floral

infusions, bitter teas are celebrated for their health benefits and their ability to awaken the senses. The

bitter tea of General Yen embodies these qualities, making it more than just a drink—it’s a cultural

artifact that echoes the resilience of a nation.

Understanding the Flavor Profile of the Bitter Tea of General

Yen

For those unacquainted with bitter teas, the taste can be a revelation—sharp, earthy, and sometimes

surprisingly complex. The bitter tea of General Yen offers a nuanced flavor experience that balances

intensity with subtle undertones.

What Makes This Tea Bitter?

The bitterness primarily comes from the specific leaves used and the traditional preparation methods.

Often, the tea is made from dark, aged leaves or certain varieties of Pu-erh or other fermented teas,

which naturally develop a stronger, more astringent flavor. The bitterness is not unpleasant; rather, it

serves as a counterpoint to the tea’s deeper, smoky notes.

Tasting Notes and Aroma

When brewed correctly, the bitter tea of General Yen releases a rich aroma reminiscent of wood

smoke, roasted nuts, and earthy minerals. On the palate, the bitterness hits first, but it quickly gives



way to a smooth, almost creamy finish. Some drinkers note hints of dark chocolate or dried fruit

beneath the surface bitterness, making it a multi-dimensional flavor journey.

How to Brew the Bitter Tea of General Yen

Brewing this tea to perfection requires some finesse:

Water Temperature: Use water just off the boil, around 95°C (203°F).

Steeping Time: Start with a steep of 2-3 minutes and adjust to taste; longer steeps increase

bitterness.

Tea Quantity: Use about one teaspoon of loose leaf tea per cup.

Multiple Infusions: The tea can be steeped multiple times, with each infusion unveiling different

aspects of its flavor.

Health Benefits of Bitter Tea

While the bitter tea of General Yen is prized for its taste and cultural significance, it also offers several

health advantages, many of which are recognized in traditional Chinese medicine.

Detoxification and Digestion

Bitter teas are known to aid digestion by stimulating the production of digestive enzymes. The



bitterness encourages the liver and gallbladder to function more efficiently, helping the body detoxify

naturally.

Antioxidant Properties

The tea contains high levels of antioxidants, which combat free radicals and support overall cellular

health. Regular consumption can contribute to improved immune function and may reduce the risk of

chronic diseases.

Mental Clarity and Relaxation

Despite its robust flavor, the tea also promotes mental clarity and calmness. It’s often enjoyed during

moments of reflection or thoughtful conversation, embodying a balance between stimulation and

relaxation.

Incorporating the Bitter Tea of General Yen Into Modern Life

You don’t have to be a history buff or a tea connoisseur to appreciate this unique brew. Whether

you’re looking to explore new flavors or embrace a tea with a fascinating backstory, the bitter tea of

General Yen offers something special.

Pairing Suggestions

Due to its bold bitterness, this tea pairs well with certain foods that complement or contrast its flavor:



Rich Meats: Roasted duck or pork bring out the tea’s smoky undertones.

Spicy Dishes: The bitterness can balance out spicy Asian cuisine like Szechuan or Hunan-style

dishes.

Dark Chocolate: A small piece of dark chocolate enhances the tea’s subtle sweetness.

Light Snacks: Nuts or steamed buns provide a neutral palate between sips.

Where to Find the Bitter Tea of General Yen

While not as widespread as green or black teas, specialty tea shops and online retailers focused on

traditional Chinese teas often carry blends inspired by the bitter tea of General Yen. Look for high-

quality Pu-erh or aged teas labeled with historical or regional authenticity.

Experimenting with Your Own Blend

Tea enthusiasts sometimes create personal blends by mixing bitter teas with floral or herbal elements

to soften the bitterness while retaining depth. For example, adding a hint of chrysanthemum or dried

ginger can create a more approachable version without sacrificing complexity.

The Bitter Tea of General Yen: More Than Just a Drink

Drinking the bitter tea of General Yen is like taking a sip of history. It connects modern tea lovers to a

rich narrative of endurance, tradition, and cultural identity. The bitterness challenges the palate and the

mind, encouraging us to appreciate complexity both in flavor and in life. Whether you enjoy it alone



during quiet moments or share it with friends over stories of the past, this tea offers a meaningful

experience that transcends the ordinary cup.

Exploring the bitter tea of General Yen opens a door into China’s rich tea heritage, inviting us all to

savor the depth of flavor and history in every sip.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Bitter Tea of General Yen' about?

'The Bitter Tea of General Yen' is a 1933 romantic drama film that tells the story of an American

missionary in China who becomes involved with a Chinese warlord, General Yen, amidst the backdrop

of political turmoil and cultural clashes.

Who directed 'The Bitter Tea of General Yen'?

The film was directed by Frank Capra, a renowned filmmaker known for his work in the 1930s and

1940s.

What themes are explored in 'The Bitter Tea of General Yen'?

The movie explores themes such as cultural conflict, romance, power dynamics, and the clash

between Eastern and Western values during a turbulent period in Chinese history.

Is 'The Bitter Tea of General Yen' based on a book?

Yes, the film is adapted from a novel of the same name written by Grace Zaring Stone, which was

published in 1930.

Why is 'The Bitter Tea of General Yen' considered significant in film



history?

'The Bitter Tea of General Yen' is significant for its early portrayal of interracial romance, its exotic

setting during a politically complex era, and its direction by Frank Capra, showcasing his versatility

beyond his typical American-centered stories.

Additional Resources

The Bitter Tea of General Yen: A Cultural and Cinematic Exploration

the bitter tea of general yen is a phrase that resonates beyond its literal meaning, evoking a rich

tapestry of cultural, historical, and cinematic significance. Originating as the title of a 1933 American

film directed by Frank Capra, this phrase encapsulates themes of East-West encounters, cultural

misunderstandings, and the complexities of human relationships. This article delves into the

multifaceted aspects of "The Bitter Tea of General Yen," examining its historical context, cinematic

impact, thematic depth, and its place within the broader discourse on cultural representation.

Historical and Cultural Context

"The Bitter Tea of General Yen" emerged during a period when Hollywood was grappling with how to

portray Asian characters and cultures. The early 20th century was marked by a fascination with the

exotic East, often filtered through Western perspectives that tended to stereotype and oversimplify.

Against this backdrop, the film stands out for its relatively nuanced depiction of cross-cultural

interaction, albeit still filtered through the lens of its time.

General Yen, the titular character, is a Chinese warlord who embodies the mystique and complexity

attributed to Asia by Western audiences. The “bitter tea” metaphorically suggests the harsh realities

and challenges inherent in cultural exchange, as well as the personal sacrifices entailed in bridging

disparate worlds. This symbolism reflects broader themes of colonialism, power dynamics, and the



struggle for understanding across cultural divides.

Cinematic Significance and Innovations

Frank Capra’s direction in "The Bitter Tea of General Yen" marked a departure from his usual style,

embracing a more experimental and dramatic approach. The film is noted for its expressionistic use of

lighting and set design, which amplify the emotional intensity and exotic atmosphere. It blends

romance and political intrigue, weaving a narrative that challenges the conventional tropes of its era.

One of the film’s groundbreaking elements was its casting and portrayal of Asian characters. While it

employed controversial casting choices by modern standards, it attempted to present General Yen as

a complex figure rather than a caricature. This was a significant step in a period rife with yellowface

and one-dimensional portrayals. The film’s narrative structure and visual storytelling have since been

studied for their innovative contributions to early sound cinema.

Thematic Exploration: East Meets West

At its core, "The Bitter Tea of General Yen" is a meditation on the tensions between Eastern and

Western values. The film explores themes of cultural clash, forbidden love, and political turmoil. The

relationship between the American missionary, Megan Davis, and General Yen illustrates the

difficulties in navigating cultural boundaries and personal convictions.

The title’s metaphor of “bitter tea” extends to the uneasy mixture of attraction and repulsion,

understanding and misunderstanding. It suggests that while cultural exchange can be enlightening, it

often comes with discomfort and sacrifice. This duality remains relevant in contemporary discussions

about multiculturalism and globalization.



Character Analysis and Performances

The character of General Yen is portrayed as enigmatic and morally ambiguous, embodying both

menace and vulnerability. His interactions with Megan Davis highlight the complexities of power,

desire, and empathy. The performances in the film, especially by Nils Asther (General Yen) and

Barbara Stanwyck (Megan Davis), have been praised for their depth and subtlety.

Their dynamic is not merely a romantic subplot but a vehicle for exploring larger themes of cultural

identity and personal transformation. The film’s narrative does not offer easy resolutions, reflecting the

messy realities of cross-cultural encounters.

Legacy and Modern Perspectives

Over time, "The Bitter Tea of General Yen" has garnered a cult following and critical reevaluation. Film

scholars recognize its artistic ambition and its role in challenging Hollywood’s racial and cultural

stereotypes, albeit imperfectly. The film’s exploration of East-West dynamics has influenced

subsequent works that seek to portray cultural intersections with greater nuance.

From an SEO perspective, the phrase "the bitter tea of general yen" continues to draw interest from

cinephiles, historians, and cultural analysts. Keywords such as "Frank Capra film," "1930s Hollywood,"

"Asian representation in cinema," and "cross-cultural romance in film" naturally align with the topic,

enhancing its relevance in digital searches.

Comparative Insights: Then and Now

When compared to contemporary films addressing similar themes, "The Bitter Tea of General Yen"

offers a historical benchmark. Modern cinema has made strides in authentic casting and culturally

sensitive storytelling, but the film’s pioneering efforts remain noteworthy. Its willingness to confront



difficult questions about identity and power dynamics predates many later works that tackle these

issues more explicitly.

Pros: Innovative cinematography, complex characters, thematic depth

Cons: Outdated casting practices, occasional cultural stereotyping

These considerations underscore the importance of viewing the film within its historical context while

acknowledging its limitations.

The Bitter Tea as a Symbol

Beyond the film itself, "the bitter tea of general yen" operates as a potent metaphor in cultural

discourse. Tea, often associated with hospitality and tradition, juxtaposed with bitterness, evokes the

challenges underlying intercultural dialogue. This symbolism resonates in literature, art, and scholarly

discussions examining the costs and benefits of cross-cultural engagement.

In academic circles, the phrase has been employed to describe the uneasy process of cultural

assimilation and the preservation of identity. It serves as a reminder that the sweetness of cultural

exchange is frequently tempered by moments of discomfort and conflict.

The enduring intrigue surrounding "The Bitter Tea of General Yen" lies in its layered narrative and

symbolic richness. It invites ongoing exploration of how cultures meet, collide, and sometimes blend,

offering insights that transcend its era and medium.



The Bitter Tea Of General Yen

  the bitter tea of general yen: The Bitter Tea of General Yen Grace Zaring Stone, Victoria
Wilson, 2014-09-23 The groundbreaking novel that was the basis for Frank Capra’s strange,
shocking drama starring Barbara Stanwyck and Nils Asther. Traveling to Shanghai to marry her
medical missionary fiancé, the beautiful Megan Davis finds herself caught in the toils of civil war
between Republican and Communist forces. Determined to save the inhabitants of an orphanage in a
Communist-occupied city nearby, Megan joins a nighttime rescue mission that ends up under attack
by a mob. She avoids death only thanks to the intervention of General Yen, who brings her to his
palace, where they come to form an unlikely trust and companionship in one another. As the political
climate sours and violence outside the palace walls escalates, the motives behind various associates
of the General are called into suspicion, leading to an unexpected and irreparable betrayal.
Originally published in 1930, this absorbing novel of war-torn China was adapted into a film in 1933.
With a new foreword by Victoria Wilson. Vintage Movie Classics spotlights classic films that have
stood the test of time, now rediscovered through the publication of the novels on which they were
based.
  the bitter tea of general yen: The Bitter Tea of General Yen Grace Zaring Stone, 1930 New
England girl sees new side of modern Chinese philosophy when she is rescued from a mob, by
General Yen.
  the bitter tea of general yen: The Bitter Tea of General Yen Grace Zaring Stone, Victoria
Wilson, 2014-09-23 The groundbreaking novel that was the basis for Frank Capra’s strange,
shocking drama starring Barbara Stanwyck and Nils Asther. Traveling to Shanghai to marry her
medical missionary fiancé, the beautiful Megan Davis finds herself caught in the toils of civil war
between Republican and Communist forces. Determined to save the inhabitants of an orphanage in a
Communist-occupied city nearby, Megan joins a nighttime rescue mission that ends up under attack
by a mob. She avoids death only thanks to the intervention of General Yen, who brings her to his
palace, where they come to form an unlikely trust and companionship in one another. As the political
climate sours and violence outside the palace walls escalates, the motives behind various associates
of the General are called into suspicion, leading to an unexpected and irreparable betrayal.
Originally published in 1930, this absorbing novel of war-torn China was adapted into a film in 1933.
With a new foreword by Victoria Wilson. Vintage Movie Classics spotlights classic films that have
stood the test of time, now rediscovered through the publication of the novels on which they were
based.
  the bitter tea of general yen: The Bitter Tea of General Yen, Etc. Grace Zaring STONE,
1930
  the bitter tea of general yen: Romance and the Yellow Peril Gina Marchetti, 1994-02-15
Hollywood films about Asians and interracial sexuality are the focus of Gina Marchetti's provocative
new work. While miscegenation might seem an unlikely theme for Hollywood, Marchetti shows how
fantasy-dramas of interracial rape, lynching, tragic love, and model marriage are powerfully evident
in American cinema. The author begins with a discussion of D. W. Griffith's Broken Blossoms, then
considers later films such as Shanghai Express, Madame Butterfly, and the recurring geisha movies.
She also includes some fascinating forgotten films that have been overlooked by critics until now.
Marchetti brings the theoretical perspective of recent writing on race, ethnicity, and gender to her
analyses of film and television and argues persuasively that these media help to perpetuate social
and racial inequality in America. Noting how social norms and taboos have been simultaneously set
and broken by Hollywood filmmakers, she discusses the orientalist tensions underlying the
construction of American cultural identity. Her book will be certain to interest readers in film, Asian,
women's, and cultural studies.
  the bitter tea of general yen: Wet Mira Schor, 1997 Taking aim at the mostly male bastion of
art theory and criticism, Mira Schor brings a maverick perspective and provocative voice to the

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-202/the-bitter-tea-of-general-yen.pdf


issues of contemporary painting, gender representation, and feminist art. Writing from her dual
perspective of a practicing painter and art critic, Schor's writing has been widely read over the past
fifteen years in Artforum, Art Journal, Heresies, and M/E/A/N/I/N/G, a journal she coedited. Collected
here, these essays challenge established hierarchies of the art world of the 1980s and 1990s and
document the intellectual and artistic development that have marked Schor's own progress as a
critic. Bridging the gap between art practice, artwork, and critical theory, Wet includes some of
Schor's most influential essays that have made a significant contribution to debates over
essentialism. Articles range from discussions of contemporary women artists Ida Applebroog, Mary
Kelly, and the Guerrilla Girls, to Figure/Ground, an examination of utopian modernism's fear of the
goo of painting and femininity. From the provocative Representations of the Penis, which suggests
novel readings of familiar images of masculinity and introduces new ones, to Appropriated Sexuality,
a trenchant analysis of David Salle's depiction of women, Wet is a fascinating and informative
collection. Complemented by over twenty illustrations, the essays in Wet reveal Schor's remarkable
ability to see and to make others see art in a radically new light.
  the bitter tea of general yen: Bitter Tea of General Yen Frank Capra, 1933
  the bitter tea of general yen: Asian/American David Palumbo-Liu, 1999 This book argues
that the invention of Asian American identities serves as an index to the historical formation of
modern America. By tracing constructions of Asian American to an interpenetrating dynamic
between Asia and America, the author obtains a deeper understanding of key issues in American
culture, history, and society. The formation of America in the twentieth century has had everything
to do with westward expansion across the Pacific frontier and the movement of Asians onto
American soil. After the passage of the last piece of anti-Asian legislation in the 1930's, the United
States found it had to grapple with both the presence of Asians already in America and the
imperative to develop its neocolonial interests in East Asia. The author argues that, under these
double imperatives, a great wall between Asian and American is constructed precisely when the two
threatened to merge. Yet the very incompleteness of American identity has allowed specific and
contingent fusion of Asian and American at particular historical junctures. From the importation of
Asian labor in the mid-nineteenth century, the territorialization of Hawaii and the Philippines in the
late-nineteenth century, through wars with Japan, Korea, and Vietnam and the Cold War with China,
to today's Asian Pacific Economic Cooperation group, the United States in the modern age has seen
its national identity as strongly attached to the Pacific. As this has taken place, so has the formation
of a variety of Asian American identities. Each contains a specific notion of America and reveals a
particular conception of Asian and American. Complicating the usual notion of identity politics and
drawing on a wide range of writings�sociological, historical, cultural, medical, anthropological,
geographic, economic, journalistic, and political�the author studies both how the formation of these
identifications discloses the response of America to the presence of Asians and how Asian Americans
themselves have inhabited these roles and resisted such categorizations, inventing their own
particular subjectivities as Americans.
  the bitter tea of general yen: Missionaries in the Golden Age of Hollywood Douglas Carl
Abrams, 2022-12-15 This book examines major British and American missionary films during the
Golden Age of Hollywood to explore the significance of race, gender, and spirituality in relation to
the lives of the missionaries portrayed in film during the middle third of the twentieth century. Film
both influences and reflects culture, and racial, gender, and religious identities are some of the most
debated issues globally today. In the movies explored in this book, missionary interactions with
various people groups reflect the historical changes which took place during this time.
  the bitter tea of general yen: A Life of Barbara Stanwyck Victoria Wilson, 2015-11-24 “860
glittering pages” (Janet Maslin, The New York Times): The first volume of the full-scale astonishing
life of one of our greatest screen actresses—her work, her world, her Hollywood through an
American century. Frank Capra called her, “The greatest emotional actress the screen has yet
known.” Now Victoria Wilson gives us the first volume of the rich, complex life of Barbara Stanwyck,
an actress whose career in pictures spanned four decades beginning with the coming of sound



(eighty-eight motion pictures) and lasted in television from its infancy in the 1950s through the
1980s. Here is Stanwyck, revealed as the quintessential Brooklyn girl whose family was in fact of old
New England stock; her years in New York as a dancer and Broadway star; her fraught marriage to
Frank Fay, Broadway genius; the adoption of a son, embattled from the outset; her partnership with
Zeppo Marx (the “unfunny Marx brother”) who altered the course of Stanwyck’s movie career and
with her created one of the finest horse breeding farms in the west; and her fairytale romance and
marriage to the younger Robert Taylor, America’s most sought-after male star. Here is the shaping
of her career through 1940 with many of Hollywood's most important directors, among them Frank
Capra, “Wild Bill” William Wellman, George Stevens, John Ford, King Vidor, Cecil B. Demille,
Preston Sturges, set against the times—the Depression, the New Deal, the rise of the unions, the
advent of World War II, and a fast-changing, coming-of-age motion picture industry. And at the heart
of the book, Stanwyck herself—her strengths, her fears, her frailties, losses, and desires—how she
made use of the darkness in her soul, transforming herself from shunned outsider into one of
Hollywood’s most revered screen actresses. Fifteen years in the making—and written with full
access to Stanwyck’s family, friends, colleagues and never-before-seen letters, journals, and
photographs. Wilson’s one-of-a-kind biography—“large, thrilling, and sensitive” (Michael
Lindsay-Hogg, Town & Country)—is an “epic Hollywood narrative” (USA TODAY), “so readable, and
as direct as its subject” (The New York Times). With 274 photographs, many published for the first
time.
  the bitter tea of general yen: Hollywood Asian Hye Seung Chung, 2006 How a Korean
American actor became a Hollywood ''Oriental'' star.
  the bitter tea of general yen: Frank Capra's Eastern Horizons Elizabeth Rawitsch, 2014-10-16
Frank Capra has long had a reputation as being the quintessential American director - the man who
perfectly captured the identity and core values of the United States with a string of classic films in
the 1930s and '40s, including It Happened One Night, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington and It's a
Wonderful Life. However, as Elizabeth Rawitsch argues, Capra's construction of national identity did
not occur within an exclusively national context. She points out that many of his films are actually
set in, or include sequences set in, China, Latin America, the Philippines and the South Seas.
Featuring in-depth textual analysis supported by original archival research, Frank Capra's Eastern
Horizons explains that Capra's view of what constituted 'America' changed over time, extending its
boundaries to embrace countries often far from the United States. Complicating Edward Said's
theory of Orientalism as a strict binary in which the West constructs the East as an inferior 'other', it
demonstrates that East and West often intermingle in films such as The Bitter Tea of General Yen
and in Capra's orientation documentaries for World War II American servicemen; Capra imagined a
kind of global community, albeit one with heavy undertones of British and American imperialism.
Investigating shifts in what Capra's America has meant over time, both to Capra and to those who
have watched and studied his films, this innovative book offers a startlingly fresh perspective on one
of the most iconic figures in American film history.
  the bitter tea of general yen: Regarding Frank Capra Eric Smoodin, 2005-01-13 Using
extensive archival research in fan mail, fan magazines, army services and educational records,
Smoodin explores the different reception of Capra films with different popular audiences, and how
the films meanings were marshalled to a variety of natio
  the bitter tea of general yen: Frank Capra Frank Capra, 2004 Few Hollywood directors had a
higher profile in the 1930s than Frank Capra (1897Ð1991). He served as president of the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and of the Screen Directors Guild. He won three Academy
Awards as best director and was widely acclaimed as the man most responsible for making Columbia
Pictures a success. This popularity was established and sustained by films that spoke to and for the
times--It Happened One Night, Mr. Deeds Goes to Town, Meet John Doe, and Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington. These replicated the nation's hopes and dreams for a national community. He worked
with some of the brightest stars in Hollywood--James Stewart, Clark Gable, Jean Arthur, Gary
Cooper, Barbara Stanwyck, Claudette Colbert, Bette Davis, Donna Reed, and Ann-Margret. Capra's



interviews express his connection to the national audience and explore his own story. He was a
Sicilian immigrant boy who survived rough-and-tumble beginnings to become Hollywood's most
bankable director. In reflecting on his life, almost every one of his films was a parable of acclaim
verging on disaster. He spent much of the 1940s in uniform while making films for the War
Department. Although Capra was an optimist, World War II and his series of Why We Fight films
called his legendary optimism into question. His postwar film It's a Wonderful Life (1946) gave an
answer to those questions with an astonishing directness Capra never equaled again. In 1971 he
published his autobiography, The Name Above the Title. Many of the interviews collected here come
from this period when, as an elder statesman of motion picture art and history, he reflected on his
long career. The interviews portray the Capra legend vividly and demonstrate why the warm
relations between Capra and his audiences continue to inspire acclaim and admiration. Leland
Poague, a professor of English at Iowa State University, is the editor of Conversations with Susan
Sontag (University Press of Mississippi). He is the author of Another Frank Capra and The Cinema of
Frank Capra: An Approach to Film Comedy.
  the bitter tea of general yen: Translating Popular Film C. O'Sullivan, 2011-08-26 A
ground-breaking study of the roles played by foreign languages in film and television and their
relationship to translation. The book covers areas such as subtitling and the homogenising use of
English, and asks what are the devices used to represent foreign languages on screen?
  the bitter tea of general yen: Stanwyck Axel Madsen, 2015-03-17 A compelling portrait of one
of Hollywood’s most invincible women, the late Barbara Stanwyck. A most unusual movie star,
Stanwyck was an actress of considerable and neglected talent who elevated every role she had, a
woman whose personal life matched the rocky road of her career. Whispered to be among
Hollywood’s scandalous “sewing circle,” a group of internationally famous actresses who hid their
potentially career-ending lesbianism and bisexuality, Stanwyck kept her liaisons a secret. Despite
her steely resolve and her image as a take-control kind of woman, Stanwyck suffered from turbulent
marriages and relationships, including her sensational marriage to, and divorce from, the abusive
Robert Taylor. Madsen provides a fresh look at this fascinating, complex screen goddess, offering
provocative and shocking details from one of Hollywood’s most interesting lives.
  the bitter tea of general yen: Regarding Frank Capra Eric Loren Smoodin, 2004 From feature
films to television production.
  the bitter tea of general yen: The Runaway Bride Elizabeth Kendall, 2002 Written with
erudition, insight, and enthusiasm, Runaway Bride is a brilliant mix of film and social history that
renews our vision and broadens our understanding of some of the best-loved movies ever made, and
the complex, Depression-influenced circumstances from which they were born.
  the bitter tea of general yen: Hollywood Goes Oriental Karla Rae Fuller, 2010 Fuller's study
of images of Asian Americans in film takes an insightful approach by examining the practice of
performances in 'yellowface': white (or in rare cases, black) actors portraying Asian characters.
Hollywood Goes Oriental makes a substantial contribution to the literature in Asian American
studies.ùFrank H. Wu, chancellor and dean at the University of California Hastings College of the
Law.
  the bitter tea of general yen: New Chinese Cinema Sheila Cornelius, 2019-07-25 New
Chinese Cinema: Challenging Representations examines the ‘search for roots’ films that emerged
from China in the aftermath of the Cultural Revolution. The authors contextualize the films of the
so-called Fifth Generation directors who came to prominence in the 1980s and 1990s, such as Chen
Kaige, Zhang Yimou, and Tian Zhuangzhuang. Including close analysis of such pivotal films as
Farewell My Concubine, Raise the Red Lantern, and The Blue Kite, this book also examines the rise
of contemporary Sixth Generation underground directors whose themes embrace the disaffection of
urban youth.
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