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Small Houses of the Twenties Sears Roebuck and Co: A Glimpse into Affordable
American Homebuilding

small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co represent a fascinating
chapter in American architectural and social history. During the early 20th
century, Sears Roebuck and Co. revolutionized homeownership by offering
affordable, ready-to-assemble kit houses that brought the dream of owning a
beautiful home within reach of many middle-class families. These small houses
from the 1920s are not only architectural treasures but also windows into the
evolving American lifestyle of that era.

The Rise of Sears Roebuck and Co. Kit Homes

Before the age of online shopping and prefab homes, Sears Roebuck and Co.
pioneered a unique concept that made building a home more accessible than
ever. Starting in 1908 and peaking in the 1920s, Sears sold complete house
kits through their mail-order catalogs. Customers could choose from a variety
of designs, ranging from modest bungalows to larger homes, with many popular
models being small houses that perfectly suited the needs of growing
families.

What Made Sears Kit Homes Special?

Sears kit homes were essentially a do-it-yourself solution to housing. Each
kit included most of the materials needed—lumber, nails, doors, windows, and
even paint—shipped directly to the buyer’s location by railroad. The company
provided detailed instruction manuals, and many homeowners either built the
house themselves or hired local contractors to assemble it.

The small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and Co. offered an affordable
option during a time when homeownership was becoming a symbol of the American
Dream. By cutting out traditional middlemen and mass-producing standardized
components, Sears lowered construction costs while maintaining quality.

Characteristics of Small Houses from Sears
Roebuck and Co.

The small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and Co. were designed with
practicality, style, and efficiency in mind. They reflected popular



architectural trends of the era but were adapted for affordability and ease
of construction.

Architectural Styles and Features

Several architectural styles featured prominently in Sears’ small house
designs:

Bungalow Style: Probably the most iconic, these homes often featured
low-pitched roofs, wide front porches, and open interior layouts.
Bungalows emphasized simplicity and cozy living spaces.

Colonial Revival: These houses brought symmetrical facades, classical
columns, and shuttered windows, appealing to buyers wanting a more
traditional aesthetic.

Craftsman Style: Known for handcrafted woodwork, exposed rafters, and
built-in furniture, Craftsman homes were both charming and functional.

Despite their small footprint, these homes made excellent use of space.
Efficient floor plans maximized living areas with thoughtful room
arrangements, often including a living room, kitchen, one or two bedrooms,
and a bathroom.

Materials and Construction

One of the benefits of Sears kit homes was the quality of materials. The
lumber and components were selected and milled at Sears’ own factories,
ensuring consistency. The pre-cut framing lumber reduced waste and made
assembly faster. Many homes also included modern amenities for the time, such
as indoor plumbing and electrical wiring, which were becoming increasingly
common in the 1920s.

Popular Small House Models from Sears in the
1920s

Sears offered dozens of house designs in their catalogs, but some small
houses became particularly beloved and widespread.



The Sears “Craftsman” Model

This modest Craftsman bungalow was a favorite for its charming porch and
efficient use of space. It often featured built-in cabinetry and a fireplace,
blending aesthetic appeal with functionality.

The Sears “Modern Home” Series

These models focused on clean lines and modern conveniences. They were small
but well-lit and airy, catering to families who wanted practical yet stylish
homes.

The Sears “Viking” Model

A slightly larger small house, the Viking combined Colonial Revival elements
with a compact floor plan. Its symmetrical windows and inviting entrance made
it stand out in neighborhoods.

The Impact of Sears Small Houses on American
Housing

The small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and Co. played a significant
role in shaping American suburbs and housing culture. By making homeownership
more attainable, Sears helped promote community growth and economic mobility.

Democratizing Homeownership

Before companies like Sears offered mail-order homes, building a house
required significant capital and access to skilled labor. Sears’ kits lowered
these barriers, allowing working-class families to construct quality homes
with less financial risk.

Influence on Suburban Development

Many Sears homes now form the backbone of historic neighborhoods across the
United States. Their standardized but varied designs contributed to cohesive
yet diverse communities. The ease of ordering and shipping kits also enabled
rapid construction in developing suburban areas.



Preserving and Restoring Sears Small Houses
Today

Today, many small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and Co. still stand,
cherished for their historic value and craftsmanship. Preservation efforts
have grown, with homeowners and historians working to identify and restore
these classic homes.

Identifying Sears Kit Homes

Recognizing a Sears kit home can be a fun and rewarding challenge. Many
original catalogs are available online, showing floor plans and exterior
photos. Unique features such as stamped lumber with Sears markings or
specific architectural details can help confirm a home’s origin.

Tips for Restoration

Research Thoroughly: Locate original plans and materials lists to guide
authentic restoration.

Use Period-Appropriate Materials: Whenever possible, match original
woodwork, windows, and fixtures.

Modernize Thoughtfully: Upgrade electrical, plumbing, and insulation
discreetly to maintain historic character while improving comfort.

Preserving these homes connects us to an era of innovation and optimism,
reminding us how accessible, thoughtfully designed housing can enrich lives.

Why Small Houses of the Twenties Sears Roebuck
and Co. Still Matter

In today’s world of mass construction and sprawling developments, Sears kit
homes stand out as symbols of quality, individuality, and affordability.
Their story underscores the importance of innovation in housing and the
enduring appeal of well-designed small homes.

Small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and Co. offer practical lessons
for modern housing challenges—emphasizing efficient use of space, affordable
materials, and the power of direct-to-consumer sales models. Whether you’re a



history buff, a restoration enthusiast, or simply curious about American
architectural heritage, these homes invite exploration and appreciation.

In the end, these small houses are far more than just buildings; they are
pieces of living history that tell the story of American dreams, ingenuity,
and community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were Sears Roebuck and Co. small houses of the
twenties?
Sears Roebuck and Co. small houses of the twenties were mail-order kit homes
sold by Sears during the 1920s. These kits included all the materials and
instructions needed to build a variety of affordable, stylish small houses.

How did Sears Roebuck and Co. sell small houses in
the 1920s?
Sears sold small houses through their mail-order catalogs. Customers could
choose a house design, and Sears would ship all the pre-cut materials and
plans directly to them, allowing for self-assembly or hiring local builders.

What styles were popular for Sears small houses in
the 1920s?
Popular styles included Craftsman bungalows, Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival,
and Prairie styles. These homes were designed to be both attractive and
practical for small families.

Why are Sears Roebuck small houses from the 1920s
significant today?
They are significant because they represent an important chapter in American
architectural and social history, showcasing early prefabrication and
affordable homeownership. Many of these homes are now considered historic and
collectible.

How can I identify a Sears Roebuck small house from
the 1920s?
Identification can be done by examining architectural details matching Sears
catalog models, looking for original stamped lumber or materials, checking
for Sears paperwork or shipping labels, and comparing the home to known Sears
house designs available from that era.



Additional Resources
**Small Houses of the Twenties Sears Roebuck and Co: A Historical and
Architectural Exploration**

small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co represent an intriguing
chapter in American architectural and consumer history. During the early 20th
century, Sears, Roebuck and Co., a retail giant known primarily for its mail-
order catalogs, revolutionized homebuilding by offering affordable, pre-cut
kit homes that could be shipped nationwide. These small houses of the
twenties reflected both economic realities and evolving tastes of the era,
combining functionality with accessible design. Investigating these homes
provides insight into the intersection of commerce, architecture, and
American domestic life during a transformative decade.

The Rise of Sears Kit Homes in the 1920s

The 1920s marked a period of remarkable growth for Sears, Roebuck and Co.,
whose mail-order business reached millions of customers. Among its innovative
ventures was the Sears Modern Homes program, launched in 1908 but hitting its
stride in the 1920s. These "small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and
Co." were essentially do-it-yourself kits including pre-cut lumber, nails,
windows, doors, and detailed blueprints. Buyers could choose from dozens of
models, ranging from modest bungalows to more elaborate designs.

By the 1920s, economic prosperity and urbanization increased demand for
affordable housing. Sears met this demand with small, efficient homes that
often cost a fraction of traditionally built houses. The kits were shipped by
rail to local stations, then assembled by homeowners or local contractors.
This system reduced waste, lowered costs, and expedited construction,
fostering homeownership among the burgeoning middle class.

Design and Architectural Features

The small houses of the twenties from Sears Roebuck and Co. often displayed
key architectural elements that were both practical and stylistically aligned
with popular trends. Many featured Craftsman and bungalow influences—low-
pitched roofs, wide eaves, front porches, and built-in cabinetry. The focus
was on simplicity, natural materials, and efficient use of space.

Interiors typically maximized square footage through open floor plans and
multi-functional rooms. Kitchens and bathrooms were compact but modern for
the time, reflecting changing household norms and technologies. The
availability of multiple floor plans and customization options allowed buyers
to tailor homes to their needs without sacrificing affordability.



Comparing Sears Homes with Other Kit Houses

Sears was not alone in offering kit homes during the 1920s. Competitors like
Aladdin, Gordon-Van Tine, and Montgomery Ward also sold mail-order houses.
However, Sears distinguished itself through brand recognition, extensive
catalog distribution, and a wide variety of models.

While Aladdin homes sometimes offered more elaborate designs, Sears kits were
often praised for their quality of materials and clear instructions. The
small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and Co. were typically more
accessible to first-time homeowners due to competitive pricing and financing
options. This balance of affordability and design excellence contributed to
Sears’ dominant market position in the kit home industry.

Economic and Social Impact

The proliferation of small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and Co. had
significant social implications. The availability of affordable, quality
housing helped democratize homeownership, especially in rapidly growing
suburban and rural areas. This contributed to the American Dream narrative,
where owning a home symbolized stability and success.

Moreover, these homes supported local economies by enabling small contractors
and laborers to participate in construction without requiring large-scale
industrial building operations. The Sears kit homes also responded to the
post-World War I housing shortage, offering a scalable solution that could be
adapted to various climates and locations.

Pros and Cons of Sears Kit Homes

Pros: Affordable pricing, pre-cut materials reducing waste and labor,
extensive model variety, nationwide availability, and high-quality
lumber and fixtures.

Cons: Limited architectural customization beyond offered plans,
potential challenges in assembly for inexperienced builders, and some
homes requiring maintenance due to aging materials over time.

These factors make the small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and Co.
both a practical and historically significant choice for many families in
that era.



Legacy and Preservation Today

Decades after their initial construction, many Sears homes from the 1920s
remain standing and have become objects of historical preservation and
architectural interest. Enthusiasts and historians seek to identify these
homes by examining original blueprints, distinctive architectural details,
and even shipping labels found within the framing lumber.

Preservation of these small houses is important for understanding early 20th-
century housing trends, the rise of mail-order commerce, and the social
history of American neighborhoods. Restoration efforts often emphasize
maintaining the original materials and craftsmanship, celebrating the
innovative approach Sears used to make homeownership attainable.

Identifying a Sears Kit Home

Key indicators of a Sears home include:

Original blueprints or catalogs matching the house design.

Stamped lumber with Sears identification marks.

Architectural features consistent with known Sears models such as the
“Honor Bilt” label.

Local historical records or building permits referencing Sears homes.

These clues help owners and historians authenticate small houses of the
twenties Sears Roebuck and Co., adding value and interest to these
structures.

Architectural Innovations and Influence

The Sears kit homes of the 1920s anticipated modern construction techniques
by emphasizing modular components and efficient spatial design. This approach
influenced subsequent prefabricated housing developments throughout the 20th
century, including post-World War II suburban expansion where mass-produced
homes became commonplace.

Moreover, the success of Sears’ small houses underscored the potential of
catalogs and standardized products to shape consumer behavior and industries
beyond retail, highlighting a transformative moment in American architectural
and economic history.



The story of small houses of the twenties Sears Roebuck and Co. remains a
testament to innovation, accessibility, and the enduring appeal of well-
designed, affordable homes that catered to the aspirations of an evolving
society.

Small Houses Of The Twenties Sears Roebuck And Co

  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Small Houses of the Twenties Sears,
Roebuck and Co., 2012-05-11 Excellent reproduction of rare catalog describes 86 different houses
and bungalows in over 300 photographs, illustrations, and floor plans. Text provides complete
descriptions.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Small Houses of the Twenties Sears,
Roebuck and Company, 1991-06-01 Excellent reproduction of rare catalog illustrates and describes
86 different types of houses and bungalows still in evidence across America. Over 300 photographs,
illustrations and floor plans with full descriptions comprise an invaluable sourcebook for study,
authentication or restoration of antique articles or architecture.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: The American Vitruvius Werner
Hegemann, Elbert Peets, 2014-09-02 This atlas of architectural design advocates rational as well as
humanistic principles in the development of the urban environment. Drawing upon the ideals that
inspired the great Roman architect, it promotes the Vitruvian maxims of longevity, beauty, and
commodity. It also defines the thinking behind modern American city planning. First published in
1922, The American Vitruvius arose from a collaboration between two students of American
urbanism. Werner Hegemann, an urban planner, and Elbert Peets, a graduate of Harvard's School of
Landscape Architecture, selected more than 1,200 plans, elevations, and perspective views. Their
choices depict a tremendous variety of European and American structures dating from the
Renaissance to the early twentieth century. Ranging from Rome's vast Piazza San Pietro to modest
German and English garden suburbs, this volume explores all manner of urban design, including
American college campuses, parks, and cemeteries; L'Enfant's plan of Washington, DC; and other
civic centers. Design Book Review hailed this classic as the most complete single-volume survey of
canonical cases of urbanism, offering a scintillating collection of uncommon and forgotten designs.
An essential reference for every architect and student of architecture, this affordable edition is of
particular value in light of the current New Urbanism trend.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: 101 Classic Homes of the Twenties
Harris, McHenry & Baker Co., 2012-10-16 Authentic plan book advertises homes chosen for
aesthetic appeal, convenience, and economy of construction. Ranging in scale from lavish to modest,
each model appears with detailed floor plans, measurements, and a photograph of completed
dwelling.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Country and Suburban Houses of the
Twenties Bernard Wells Close, 2012-10-09 Reprint of rare book contains scores of illustrations and
floor plans for 80 charming American homes, among them a spacious Pennsylvania fieldstone
colonial, and a modest, three-bedroom suburban bungalow. 104 black-and-white illustrations.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: The Works in Architecture of Robert
and James Adam Robert Adam, James Adam, 2013-02-20 One of the most celebrated books in
architectural history, this volume consists of 106 illustrated plates that influenced generations of
British and American architectural and furniture designs.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Georgian Architectural Designs and
Details Abraham Swan, 2013-02-19 Outstanding designs for homes in Georgian England and
colonial America, with floor plans and detailed elevations revealing such aesthetic touches as double
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staircases, elegant entryways, and spacious galleries. 125 illustrations.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Late Victorian Architectural Plans and
Details William T. Comstock, 2013-01-30 This authentic reproduction of plans drawn up by a noted
nineteenth-century architectural firm features both residential and public buildings. Hundreds of
illustrations include floor plans, perspective views, and elevations as well as designs for staircases,
fireplaces, and other interior details. Other drawings depict windows, doors, balconies, and gables.
Photographs offer crisp views of exteriors. Victorian architecture buffs will prize this excellent
source of authentic period designs. Its 126 plates comprise 87 images of residences; the remaining
39 structures include a field club building, stables, a library, a school, a railroad station, a dry goods
store, and a music hall. Captions describe locations, dimensions, costs, and other particulars.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Vitruvius Scoticus William Adam,
2013-12-17 This classic portfolio uses elevations, floor plans, and other line drawings by Scotland's
first great classical architect to document the high Scottish style of the eighteenth century. It was
assembled by William Adam (1689–1748), whose sons were the developers of the Adam style, and
published posthumously in 1812. The elder Adam designed, extended, and remodeled numerous
country homes and undertook many public contracts. Vitruvius Scoticus's 160 plates include 100 of
his own designs. Unlike the Vitruvius Britannicus books, this volume features plans for many smaller
buildings that served as models for American builders and architects of the nineteenth century. Its
engravings include images of such stately homes as Mavisbank House, Haddo House, and Fasque
House; Hamilton Palace, one of the nation's grandest homes, and Holyrood Palace, the official
residence of the monarch in Scotland; and a series of bridges at Inveraray in the county of Argyll.
Never before available in an affordable edition, this volume is an essential reference for
architectural historians and students. It includes an Introduction and Notes to the Plates by James
Simpson.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Traditional Ironwork Designs Josef
Feller, 2013-03-21 An exceptional collection of outstanding examples of German ironwork. More
than 270 illustrations depict a wide range of Düsseldorf ironwork, with finely rendered examples
ranging from elaborate castle gates to ornate weather vanes.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: The Four Books of Architecture
Andrea Palladio, 2013-07-24 Exemplary reprint of 16th-century classic. Covers classical
architectural remains, Renaissance revivals, classical orders, more. 216 plates. . . . the most
influential book published in the history of architecture. — Art in America.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Chicago at the Turn of the Century
in Photographs Larry A. Viskochil, 2013-02-19 Rare large-format prints offer detailed views of City
Hall, State Street, the Loop, Hull House, Union Station, many other landmarks, circa 1904-1913.
Introduction. Captions. Maps.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Sears House Designs of the Thirties
Sears, Roebuck and Co., 2012-07-25 Sixty eight Sears-designed homes display handsome exterior
and interior views — with vestibules, breakfast alcoves, massive chimneys, unusual roof lines, and
other attractive features. Over 200 black-and-white illustrations.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: California Bungalows of the Twenties
Henry L. Wilson, 2012-04-30 Reprint of rare architects' catalog includes elevations, floor plans,
interior sketches for dozens of authentic bungalow designs. Detailed descriptions of special features,
dimensions, costs, etc. 231 black-and-white illustrations.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Integrating Evolution and
Development Roger Sansom, Robert N. Brandon, 2007 The chapters in Integrating Evolution and
Development not only make a cse for the importance of developmental synthesis, they also make
significant contributions to this fast-growing field of study.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: A Concise Dictionary of Architectural
Terms John Henry Parker, 2012-04-30 John Henry Parker's remarkably timeless dictionary of
architecture, first published in 1846, became such a success that he continued to revise it for several



years. A profusely illustrated manual that is valuable as a reference or as a portable guide on visits
to historical buildings, this authoritative glossary of nearly 500 words used in Greek, Roman, Italian,
and Gothic architecture remains highly instructive and informative. Accurate engravings
complement many of the author's incisive descriptions — from a buttress in Glastonbury Abbey to
zig-zag mouldings in a Norman doorway. Extended entries cover arches, windows, tombs, and other
architectural elements; while shorter notes define less commonly used terms such as cavetto, dado,
and embrasure. An indispensable reference for architects and students of architecture, the text
includes a topographical index to the illustrations, identifying the many British cathedrals, castles,
and parish churches used as examples.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Brunelleschi Frank D. Prager, Gustina
Scaglia, 2012-05-24 Comprehensive book describes how Filippo Brunelleschi built the dome of
Florence's famed cathedral: masonry techniques, construction concepts, and more. 28 halftones. 18
line illustrations.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Form and Design in Classic Architecture
Arthur Stratton, 2012-05-24 Most people recognize at a glance the extraordinarily graceful
proportions of classical-style buildings such as London's Syon House and Athenaeum Club and the
Banqueting Hall at Whitehall. Few, however, appreciate the underlying geometrical principles that
lend these buildings their elegant unity of expression. Form and Design in Classic Architecture
explains in simple, direct terms — and with numerous photographic plates and line illustrations —
the ways in which the relationship of exterior and interior elements creates that unity and sense of
completeness. Dozens of edifices by Inigo Jones, the Adam Brothers, Sir Christopher Wren, and
other renowned architects appear here, in images accompanied by detailed analyses. The author
presents a chapter-by-chapter view of buildings in a variety of shapes, with separate treatments of
vestibules, corridors, domed and vaulted ceilings, pavilions, loggias, interior and exterior staircases,
porticoes, and colonnades. The informative, readable text and handsome illustrations — as well as
the sheer beauty of the buildings themselves — make this volume appealing, not only to architects
and architectural historians but also to anyone with even a casual interest in architecture and
design.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: French Architectural Ornament Eugène
Rouyer, 2013-03-05 Take a visual tour through salons, war rooms, and ballrooms in this illustrated
survey, with decorative elements from doors, walls, fireplaces, cabinets, consoles, and friezes. 61
color and 100 black-and-white illustrations.
  small houses of the twenties sears roebuck and co: Old-House Journal , 1994-05
Old-House Journal is the original magazine devoted to restoring and preserving old houses. For
more than 35 years, our mission has been to help old-house owners repair, restore, update, and
decorate buildings of every age and architectural style. Each issue explores hands-on restoration
techniques, practical architectural guidelines, historical overviews, and homeowner stories--all in a
trusted, authoritative voice.
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Sears catalog house south of Tamaqua renovated, at center of enclave's revival (Yahoo2y)
Sep. 5—TAMAQUA — Jim Hain believes his grandparents, Charles and Catherine Houser, ordered a
new house from a Sears, Roebuck and Co. catalog in the late 1920s or early 1930s. "The house was
complete,
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‘I Live in a 1900s Sears Catalog Home—Here’s What It’s Like To Own a House That Arrived
in a Box’ (Yahoo2mon) Once upon a time—way before online shopping—you could order just about
everything you needed from the Sears, Roebuck and Co. catalog—including a house. In the early
20th century, the massive Sears
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Sears used to sell homes by mail. Cincinnati has the most still standing. (USA Today12mon)
Long before Amazon and internet shopping, you could buy almost anything from a mail-order
catalog. Clothing, furniture, jewelry, toys, plant seeds. Even homes. From 1908 to 1940, customers
could pick
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Sears, Roebuck catalog of houses, 1926 / Sears, Roebuck and Co (insider.si.edu1mon)
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