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reading comprehension questions the devil and tom walker answers can be a
useful tool for students, educators, and literature enthusiasts aiming to deepen their
understanding of Washington Irving’s famous short story. This tale, rich with allegorical
meaning and vivid characters, offers ample material for analysis. Whether you’re preparing
for a class discussion, an exam, or simply want to engage more deeply with the text,
exploring thoughtful comprehension questions paired with clear answers can illuminate the
story's themes, characters, and moral lessons.

In this article, we’ll dive into some of the most common and insightful reading
comprehension questions about "The Devil and Tom Walker," providing detailed answers
and explanations. Along the way, we’ll touch on related topics such as literary devices,
symbolism, and historical context to help you appreciate the story’s depth. Let’s get
started!

Understanding the Story: A Brief Overview

Before jumping into the questions and answers, it’s helpful to recap the basic plot and
context of "The Devil and Tom Walker." Written by Washington Irving in 1824, the story is
set in colonial America and centers on Tom Walker, a miserly man who makes a Faustian
bargain with the devil. The devil offers Tom wealth in exchange for his soul, leading to a
series of morally questionable decisions and ultimately, Tom’s downfall.

This dark, cautionary tale explores themes of greed, corruption, and moral decay, often
using vivid symbolism and ironic twists. Knowing this backdrop makes answering
comprehension questions much easier and more meaningful.

Common Reading Comprehension Questions The
Devil and Tom Walker Answers

1. Who is Tom Walker, and what motivates his actions?

Tom Walker is the protagonist, portrayed as a greedy, miserly man who is dissatisfied with
his life and marriage. His primary motivation is the desire for wealth and power. He is
willing to make a pact with the devil, known in the story as Old Scratch, to obtain riches
quickly. Tom’s actions reflect his selfishness and moral weakness, emphasizing the theme
that unchecked greed leads to ruin.



2. What role does Tom’s wife play in the story?

Tom’s wife is a significant but somewhat secondary character. She is equally greedy and
contentious, often clashing with Tom. Her aggressive pursuit of the devil’s treasure, which
leads to her mysterious disappearance, serves as a catalyst for Tom to make the deal
himself. This dynamic highlights the destructive nature of greed within relationships and
the broader moral decay Irving critiques.

3. What is the significance of the devil in the story?

The devil, or Old Scratch, symbolizes temptation, evil, and the consequences of one’s moral
choices. He offers Tom wealth at the cost of his soul, embodying the classic Faustian
bargain. The devil’s presence is a constant reminder of the dangers of greed and
immorality, acting as both a literal character and a metaphor for the corrupting influence of
avarice.

4. How does Washington Irving use symbolism in the
story?

Irving uses several symbols to deepen the story’s meaning. The dark, swampy forest where
Tom meets the devil represents moral darkness and danger. The treasure buried by the
pirate Captain Kidd symbolizes ill-gotten wealth and the corrupting power of greed. Tom’s
eventual fate, being carried off by the devil, symbolizes the ultimate price of moral
compromise. These symbols enrich the narrative and reinforce its cautionary message.

5. What is the moral lesson of "The Devil and Tom
Walker"?

The story warns readers about the dangers of greed, moral corruption, and making
unethical choices for personal gain. Tom’s deal with the devil and his ruthless behavior
eventually lead to his demise, illustrating that wealth obtained through immoral means is
ultimately destructive. Irving’s tale serves as a timeless reminder to uphold integrity and
avoid the temptation of easy riches.

Tips for Answering Reading Comprehension
Questions Effectively

When tackling reading comprehension questions related to "The Devil and Tom Walker," it’s
helpful to keep a few key strategies in mind:



Read closely: Pay attention to the text’s language, character actions, and settings to
understand underlying themes.

Look for symbolism and allegory: Identify metaphors and symbols that convey
deeper meanings beyond the literal story.

Consider historical context: Understanding early American values and the era’s
attitudes toward wealth and morality can provide insight.

Support your answers with examples: Use specific quotes or plot points from the
story to justify your responses.

Reflect on the author’s purpose: Think about what Washington Irving intended to
communicate through the narrative and characters.

Exploring Deeper Themes Through
Comprehension Questions

Beyond basic plot and character questions, reading comprehension can also involve
exploring the story’s themes and literary techniques. Here are a few advanced question
examples with answers to help deepen your engagement:

6. How does Irving use irony in the story?

Irving employs irony masterfully, particularly situational irony. For example, Tom is a usurer
who harshly exploits others financially, yet when he tries to avoid the devil by becoming a
religious man, it’s ironically just another form of greed—this time profiting off people’s fears
of damnation. The ending, where Tom is whisked away by the devil despite his attempts to
cheat death, further emphasizes the story’s ironic tone.

7. What does the story suggest about the consequences
of moral compromise?

The narrative suggests that compromising one’s principles for personal gain leads to
spiritual and physical ruin. Tom’s willingness to sell his soul for wealth, and his later
hypocrisy as a so-called righteous man, ultimately catch up to him. Irving’s message is
clear: no amount of money can compensate for the loss of one’s integrity.

8. How is the setting important to the mood and



message?

The gloomy, swampy setting creates an eerie, foreboding mood that mirrors the story’s
dark themes. The natural environment reflects the moral decay within the characters,
particularly Tom and his wife. This use of setting enhances the story’s Gothic tone and
reinforces the idea that greed leads to a corrupted, dangerous life.

Additional Resources for Enhancing Reading
Comprehension

If you’re looking to further improve your understanding of "The Devil and Tom Walker,"
consider the following approaches:

Read critical essays: Scholars often analyze the story’s themes and symbolism in
detail.

Discuss with peers: Group discussions can reveal different interpretations and
insights.

Watch adaptations: Film or theater versions can offer new perspectives on
character motivations and settings.

Create your own questions: Developing your own comprehension questions helps
deepen engagement.

Use annotation techniques: Highlight or take notes on key passages to track
important ideas.

Engaging with the story through multiple angles not only improves reading comprehension
but also makes the experience more enjoyable and meaningful.

As you explore reading comprehension questions the devil and tom walker answers,
remember that the goal is not just to find the “right” answer but to engage critically with
the text. This approach encourages a richer appreciation of Washington Irving’s work and
its lasting significance in American literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in 'The Devil and Tom
Walker' that reading comprehension questions focus



on?
The main theme explored is the moral consequences of greed and the corrupting influence
of the devil, highlighting how Tom Walker's greed leads to his downfall.

How do reading comprehension questions address the
character of Tom Walker?
Questions often focus on Tom Walker's personality traits, his motivations, and his
transformation throughout the story, emphasizing his greed, cowardice, and eventual
demise.

What role does the setting play in 'The Devil and Tom
Walker,' according to typical comprehension questions?
The setting, a dark and gloomy forest, symbolizes danger and evil, creating an ominous
mood that foreshadows Tom's encounter with the devil and his moral decay.

How do comprehension questions interpret the
significance of the devil in the story?
The devil represents temptation and evil, embodying the consequences of making morally
corrupt bargains, which is central to understanding the story's moral lesson.

What types of answers are expected regarding the
story's ending in reading comprehension exercises?
Answers usually explain how Tom Walker's fate serves as a cautionary tale about the
dangers of greed and making deals with evil forces, culminating in his mysterious
disappearance or death.

How do reading comprehension questions handle the
symbolism of Tom Walker's wife's fate?
Questions often explore how her mysterious disappearance symbolizes the destructive
nature of greed and the peril of making deals with the devil.

What is the significance of Tom Walker becoming a
usurer in comprehension questions?
It signifies his moral corruption and greed, showing how he profits from others' misfortunes,
which is a key point in analyzing his character development.

How do comprehension questions address the use of



irony in 'The Devil and Tom Walker'?
They highlight examples such as Tom's attempt to cheat the devil by becoming a usurer,
only to be claimed by the devil, illustrating poetic justice and irony.

What answer is given about the story's moral lesson in
reading comprehension questions?
The moral lesson is that greed and making immoral bargains lead to destruction and that
one should be wary of temptation and unethical shortcuts to wealth.

Additional Resources
Reading Comprehension Questions The Devil and Tom Walker Answers: A Detailed Analysis

reading comprehension questions the devil and tom walker answers serve as an
essential tool for educators and students alike to deepen their understanding of Washington
Irving’s classic short story, “The Devil and Tom Walker.” This tale, steeped in dark folklore
and moral lessons, presents a rich canvas for literary analysis and critical thinking. By
exploring the answers to key reading comprehension questions, readers can engage more
profoundly with the text’s themes, characters, and symbolism, enhancing both academic
performance and interpretive skills.

Understanding the nuances of “The Devil and Tom Walker” through targeted questions and
answers enables a more comprehensive grasp of the narrative’s underlying messages. This
article delves into the most pertinent reading comprehension questions the devil and tom
walker answers, offering insights into the story’s plot, characters, and thematic elements
while maintaining an investigative and professional tone.

In-Depth Analysis of Reading Comprehension
Questions The Devil and Tom Walker Answers

Washington Irving’s “The Devil and Tom Walker” is a cautionary tale about greed, moral
corruption, and the consequences of one’s choices. The story’s plot centers on Tom Walker,
a miserly man who makes a Faustian bargain with the devil in exchange for wealth. The
reading comprehension questions the devil and tom walker answers typically revolve
around the story’s key components: plot summary, character motivations, symbolism, and
moral lessons.

Plot Summary and Key Events

One of the common reading comprehension questions asks for a concise summary of the
story. The answer highlights Tom Walker’s encounter with the devil in the swamp, where he
agrees to sell his soul in return for buried treasure. Tom’s subsequent rise to wealth



through unscrupulous means, his hypocritical religious conversion, and eventual demise
form the backbone of the tale. Understanding these events is crucial for grasping the
narrative’s progression and its critical commentary on human nature.

Character Analysis: Tom Walker and the Devil

Another focal point in reading comprehension questions the devil and tom walker answers
involve character analysis. Tom Walker is depicted as deeply flawed—greedy, selfish, and
cowardly. His wife, although a minor character, provides a foil with her own ruthless
disposition. The devil, often symbolized by Old Scratch, represents temptation and moral
decay. Examining these characters reveals the story’s broader critique of societal vices,
especially those prevalent in early 19th-century America.

Themes and Symbolism

Questions about themes and symbolism are integral to reading comprehension exercises.
The story’s prominent themes include greed, the corrupting influence of money, and the
consequences of moral compromise. Symbolism is richly employed: the dark forest or
swamp symbolizes the unknown and evil; the devil characterizes temptation; and Tom’s
house and wealth reflect the emptiness of material gain. Answers to these questions
encourage readers to look beyond the surface narrative and engage with the allegorical
dimensions of the text.

Common Reading Comprehension Questions and
Their Answers

To facilitate a clearer understanding, here is a selection of typical reading comprehension
questions the devil and tom walker answers that educators often use, along with analytical
responses.

What motivates Tom Walker to make a deal with the devil?1.

Tom’s overwhelming greed and desire for wealth drive him to accept the devil’s offer.
His lack of moral scruples and willingness to forsake his soul underscore his
character’s flaws.

How does the story reflect the historical context of its time?2.

The tale mirrors early American concerns about materialism and religious hypocrisy.
The economic expansion and moral questioning prevalent during Irving’s period are
encapsulated through Tom’s corrupt ascent.



What is the significance of Tom’s wife in the story?3.

Tom’s wife serves as a catalyst for the plot, pushing Tom towards the devil’s bargain
after her disappearance. Her aggressive and greedy nature parallels Tom’s,
highlighting the story’s focus on human vice.

What role does religion play in the narrative?4.

Religion is portrayed as both a superficial shield and a tool for self-preservation. Tom’s
late-life turn to religion is hypocritical, aimed at escaping his pact with the devil rather
than genuine repentance.

What moral lesson does the story impart?5.

The story warns against greed and moral corruption, illustrating that ill-gotten wealth
leads to ruin. It serves as a critique of those who prioritize material gain over ethical
integrity.

How to Use Reading Comprehension Questions
Effectively

In an educational setting, reading comprehension questions the devil and tom walker
answers can be leveraged to develop critical thinking. Students should not only recall
factual information but also analyze the story’s deeper meanings. Writing answers
encourages engagement with the text and improves interpretive skills.

Educators can design assessments that include a mix of factual questions, analytical
prompts, and thematic explorations. This approach ensures a rounded understanding and
helps students connect literary elements with broader social and historical contexts.

Comparative Insights: “The Devil and Tom
Walker” Versus Other Faustian Tales

The narrative shares motifs with classic Faustian legends, which involve bargains with the
devil for earthly gains. Comparing reading comprehension questions the devil and tom
walker answers alongside similar works, such as Goethe’s “Faust,” reveals nuanced
differences. Irving’s story is more satirical and rooted in American culture, emphasizing
greed and moral decay rather than existential dilemmas.

This comparative analysis can enhance comprehension by situating Irving’s work within a
broader literary tradition, highlighting how themes of temptation and consequence
resonate across time and cultures.



Pros and Cons of Using Pre-Made Reading
Comprehension Questions

Pros:

Provides structured guidance for understanding complex texts.

Encourages focused reading and critical analysis.

Facilitates classroom discussion and assessment.

Cons:

May limit creative interpretation if overly rigid.

Risk of encouraging rote memorization rather than deep engagement.

Can sometimes overlook subtler thematic elements if questions are too narrow.

When balanced well, reading comprehension questions the devil and tom walker answers
enrich the learning experience without stifling individual insight.

Enhancing Literary Appreciation Through
Comprehension Practice

Ultimately, reading comprehension questions the devil and tom walker answers serve as a
gateway to appreciating Washington Irving’s storytelling craft. They prompt readers to
consider the use of language, narrative structure, and symbolism. Moreover, these
questions help contextualize the story within American literature and societal values.

By engaging with these questions critically, readers develop a more nuanced understanding
of the text’s moral complexity and its reflection of human nature. This analytical process is
vital for fostering literary appreciation and cultivating a lifelong interest in classic literature.

The exploration of these questions and answers not only aids academic success but also
encourages readers to reflect on the timeless themes of temptation, integrity, and
consequence that remain relevant today.
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