if you meet buddha on the road kill him

**If You Meet Buddha on the Road Kill Him: Understanding the Provocative Zen Saying**

if you meet buddha on the road kill him—this phrase might sound shocking or even violent at
first glance. However, it is one of the most famous and provocative sayings in Zen Buddhism,
designed to jolt us out of complacency and challenge our perceptions about enlightenment, identity,
and spiritual authority. But what does it really mean, and why would anyone suggest such a radical
idea? Let’s dive deep into the origins, interpretations, and wisdom behind this enigmatic statement.

The Origins of "If You Meet Buddha on the Road Kill

Him

This phrase is attributed to the Chinese Zen master Linji Yixuan (Rinzai Gigen in Japanese), who
taught during the Tang dynasty. It is part of a larger teaching method in Zen that uses paradox,
shock, and directness to push students beyond intellectual understanding.

The original context is less about violence and more about breaking attachment. By saying "if you
meet Buddha on the road, kill him," Linji urged students not to cling to any external image or
concept of Buddha, or enlightenment itself. The phrase warns against idolizing figures, doctrines, or
even one’s own ideas about spiritual awakening.

Zen Buddhism and the Use of Paradox

Zen often employs koans—short, paradoxical anecdotes or questions that defy logical
explanation—to help practitioners break free from the confines of ordinary thinking. "If you meet
Buddha on the road kill him" is a kind of koan, forcing us to question our assumptions and
encouraging direct experience over secondhand knowledge.

The phrase confronts the danger of mistaking the symbol for the reality. Just because someone
claims to be enlightened or you hold an image of Buddha, it does not mean you have achieved true
understanding. Enlightenment cannot be found outside of yourself or in any external authority.

Deconstructing the Meaning: What Does It Really Say?

At its core, this saying is about self-reliance and the inner journey. It warns that spiritual seekers
must avoid dependence on external figures, scriptures, or dogmas. Instead, one must find their own
path, personal insight, and realization.



Letting Go of Attachments

One key insight here is the Buddhist teaching on attachment. Clinging to concepts—whether they
are images of Buddha, spiritual leaders, or even one’s own egoic ideas—creates obstacles on the
path to enlightenment. The phrase "kill him" metaphorically means to “kill” or let go of these
attachments.

By "killing" the Buddha you meet, you symbolically destroy the illusion that enlightenment is
something outside of you, something to be found in a person or a fixed idea.

Challenging False Authority

This saying also acts as a critique of blindly following teachers or spiritual authorities. While
guidance can be valuable, ultimately, true understanding comes from direct experience. If you rely
solely on external sources or idols, you risk becoming spiritually dependent or stuck.

How to Apply This Teaching in Daily Life

The wisdom behind “if you meet Buddha on the road kill him” isn’t just philosophical—it has
practical implications for anyone on a spiritual or personal growth journey.

Trust Your Own Experience

One of the most important takeaways is to trust your own intuition and direct experience. Spiritual
books, teachers, and traditions can point the way, but they are not substitutes for your own
awakening. If you find yourself idolizing external sources, remind yourself that the “Buddha” you
seek is within.

Beware of Spiritual Materialism

The phrase also warns against spiritual materialism, the trap of collecting teachings, achievements,
or spiritual identities as badges of honor. This can become a barrier rather than a bridge to genuine
growth.

Practice Mindful Detachment

Mindfulness and detachment are central Buddhist practices that can help you “kill the Buddha” you
meet on your path. Observe thoughts, beliefs, and attachments without clinging to them. This
practice encourages freedom from rigid ideas and opens the door to deeper understanding.



Related Concepts and LSI Keywords to Explore

To fully appreciate the depth of this saying, it helps to consider related Buddhist and spiritual
concepts:

e Non-attachment: The practice of releasing clinging to people, ideas, and outcomes.

Enlightenment: The state of awakening beyond ego and illusion.

Zen koans: Paradoxical riddles used to provoke insight.

Spiritual awakening: The process of realizing your true nature.

Self-realization: Understanding one’s own divinity or essence.

e Mindfulness: Awareness of the present moment without judgment.

These concepts are interwoven with the message behind killing the Buddha you meet, emphasizing
that the spiritual path is an inward, personal journey rather than one of external idols.

Why This Saying Remains Relevant Today

In an age when information is abundant and spiritual teachings are widely accessible, the temptation
to latch onto gurus, social media influencers, or trendy philosophies is strong. "If you meet Buddha
on the road kill him" serves as a sobering reminder to look beyond surface appearances and
cultivate authentic insight.

Whether you are exploring Buddhism, meditation, or any form of self-improvement, this teaching
encourages skepticism toward easy answers and reverence for personal experience.

Modern Spirituality and the Danger of Idolization

With the rise of online spiritual communities, it’s easy to mistake charisma for enlightenment or to
follow someone simply because they present themselves as enlightened. This phrase warns that such
idols can become obstacles rather than help.

Empowering the Individual

Ultimately, the phrase empowers individuals to take responsibility for their own spiritual journey. It
encourages critical thinking and inner work, rather than passivity or blind faith.



Exploring the Paradox: Killing Buddha to Find Buddha

It might seem contradictory to “kill Buddha” in order to find Buddha, but this paradox is at the heart
of many spiritual traditions, especially Zen. The true Buddha is not an external figure but the
awakened nature within each person.

By “killing” the external representations—mental images, concepts, or idols—you clear the way for
direct experience of your own Buddha nature.

Letting Go of Concepts to Experience Reality

Our minds naturally create concepts to understand the world, but these can become cages. The
phrase asks us to dismantle these mental constructs to experience reality as it truly is—beyond
words and ideas.

The Role of Shock in Spiritual Teaching

Zen masters often used shock tactics—unexpected statements or actions—to break students out of
habitual thinking. Saying “kill Buddha” is one such shock designed to reset expectations and ignite
deeper inquiry.

Final Thoughts: Embracing the Spirit of the Saying

"If you meet Buddha on the road kill him" is less about literal violence and more about a radical
invitation to question, explore, and awaken. It challenges the seeker to abandon reliance on external
symbols and embrace the transformative power of personal insight.

This teaching encourages a fearless journey inward, where true enlightenment is found—not in
images or authorities, but in the living, breathing experience of being awake.

Whether you are a seasoned meditator or just beginning your spiritual path, this saying holds
timeless wisdom: the true Buddha is not “out there” to be found, but within you, waiting to be
discovered once all illusions are let go.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'If you meet Buddha on the road, kill
him' mean?

The phrase is a Zen koan that suggests one should not cling to any fixed idea or idol, even if it is
Buddha himself. It means to transcend attachments to concepts and seek personal enlightenment



rather than relying on external authorities.

Who originally said 'If you meet Buddha on the road, kill him'?

The phrase is attributed to the Chinese Zen master Linji Yixuan, who used it to challenge students to
go beyond conventional teachings and realize their own true nature.

Why does the phrase involve 'killing Buddha'? Isn't that
violent?

The 'killing' in the phrase is metaphorical. It means to let go of illusions, attachments, or
preconceived notions about enlightenment, including the image or idea of Buddha, so one can find
their own path.

How is 'If you meet Buddha on the road, kill him' relevant to
modern spirituality?

In modern spirituality, the phrase encourages individuals to question established beliefs and not rely
solely on external authorities or doctrines, promoting personal experience and inner discovery.

Can 'If you meet Buddha on the road, kill him' be
misunderstood as disrespectful to Buddhism?

Yes, without context, the phrase might seem disrespectful. However, within Zen teachings, it is a
provocative metaphor intended to break attachments and foster deeper understanding, not to
promote literal violence or disrespect.

How can I apply the teaching of 'If you meet Buddha on the
road, kill him' in daily life?

You can apply this teaching by critically examining your beliefs, avoiding blind faith, and seeking
personal truth and understanding rather than relying solely on others' interpretations.

Is 'If you meet Buddha on the road, kill him' unique to Zen
Buddhism?

Yes, this phrase is specifically a Zen Buddhist koan used to challenge students and provoke insight,
reflecting Zen's emphasis on direct experience over intellectualization.

Additional Resources
**If You Meet Buddha on the Road Kill Him: Exploring the Paradoxical Zen Proverb**
if you meet buddha on the road kill him is a striking and paradoxical phrase that has intrigued

spiritual seekers, scholars, and curious minds alike. At first glance, the statement appears violent
and contradictory, but its deeper meaning resonates profoundly within Zen Buddhism and broader



philosophical discussions. This article delves into the origins, interpretations, and implications of
this provocative saying, offering an analytical perspective that unpacks its symbolic significance and
ongoing relevance.

Understanding the Origins of "If You Meet Buddha on
the Road Kill Him"

The phrase "if you meet buddha on the road kill him" is attributed to the Chinese Zen master Linji
Yixuan, who lived during the Tang dynasty (9th century). The original Chinese expression is often

rendered as "If you meet the Buddha, kill the Buddha," though the more dramatic “on the road kill
him” variant has gained popularity in contemporary discourse.

Linji’s statement is rooted in Zen'’s iconoclastic approach to spiritual teachings. It challenges
attachment to external authorities, doctrines, or images—even those as revered as the Buddha
himself. The essence of the proverb is not literal violence but rather a metaphorical instruction: do
not cling to any fixed idea or ideal, even if it appears to be the ultimate truth.

The Zen Context: Beyond Literal Interpretation

Zen Buddhism emphasizes direct experience and personal enlightenment, often using paradoxical
statements like koans to provoke insight. The phrase encourages practitioners to transcend reliance
on external symbols or concepts, including the historical Buddha or his teachings as dogma.

In this light, "if you meet buddha on the road kill him" suggests that the true Buddha is not an
external figure but an internal realization—one that cannot be captured or confined by any
representation. Clinging to a conceptual "Buddha" is seen as an obstacle to true awakening.

Philosophical Implications and Interpretations

Beyond its Zen Buddhist origins, the phrase has been adopted metaphorically in various
philosophical and psychological contexts. It speaks to the dangers of idolizing authority, the need for
critical thinking, and the importance of individual experience on the path to understanding.

Symbolism of the "Buddha" in the Proverb

The term "Buddha" in this saying symbolizes ultimate truth, enlightenment, or an ideal state of
being. Encountering the Buddha "on the road" represents coming across an apparent truth or
spiritual authority in one’s journey.

The instruction to "kill" the Buddha can be understood as a directive to destroy one’s attachment to
externalized ideals or fixed perceptions. It is a call to question, dismantle, and move beyond
superficial understandings to discover authentic insight.



Comparative Perspectives: Attachment and Authority

Similar themes appear in other philosophical traditions:
e Socratic skepticism: Advocates questioning all beliefs rather than accepting authoritative
claims.

o Existentialism: Emphasizes individual experience and responsibility in creating meaning,
rejecting imposed absolutes.

¢ Postmodern thought: Challenges grand narratives and fixed truths, promoting pluralism and
deconstruction.

In all, the proverb aligns with a broader intellectual movement that warns against uncritical
acceptance of dogma, urging personal discernment instead.

Modern Applications and Relevance

The enigmatic phrase continues to resonate in contemporary spiritual, psychological, and cultural
discussions. It challenges individuals to reevaluate their relationships with authority, identity, and
truth.

Spiritual Practice and Personal Growth

For modern practitioners of meditation, mindfulness, or spirituality, the proverb serves as a
reminder to avoid idolizing teachers or spiritual milestones. It encourages an ongoing process of
self-inquiry where enlightenment is not a fixed destination but a dynamic, evolving realization.

Critical Thinking and Intellectual Independence

In educational and intellectual contexts, "if you meet buddha on the road kill him" underscores the
value of skepticism and independent thought. It warns against passive acceptance of information,
advocating for active engagement and critical analysis.

Cultural and Artistic Influence

The phrase has permeated literature, music, and pop culture, often used to evoke mystery, rebellion,
or philosophical depth. Its provocative nature invites reflection on the nature of truth and the human
tendency to seek external validation.



Weighing the Pros and Cons of the Proverb’s Approach

While the proverb’s message is powerful, it also raises questions about balance and interpretation.
Pros

¢ Encourages critical independence: Challenges blind faith and promotes personal
understanding.

 Facilitates spiritual authenticity: Helps prevent dogmatism and fosters genuine insight.

e Stimulates intellectual curiosity: Invites questioning and exploration rather than passive
acceptance.

Cons

e Risk of nihilism: Misinterpretation could lead to rejection of all guidance or truth.
¢ Potential for misunderstanding: Literal reading may cause confusion or offense.

e Challenges tradition: Could alienate followers who value lineage and established teachings.

Integrating the Proverb into Contemporary Thought

Understanding "if you meet buddha on the road kill him" requires a nuanced approach that balances
respect for tradition with the necessity of personal inquiry. It is a call to look beyond surface
appearances and prescribed authorities to uncover one’s own path.

In practical terms, this might mean:

1. Approaching teachings and mentors with openness but not uncritical acceptance.
2. Recognizing that concepts and labels are tools, not absolute truths.

3. Embracing the fluid nature of understanding as a lifelong journey.



This approach aligns well with modern educational philosophies that emphasize experiential
learning and critical reflection.

The phrase "if you meet buddha on the road kill him" remains a compelling and enigmatic invitation
to deeper inquiry. Far from advocating literal violence, it symbolizes the imperative to transcend
attachment to external symbols and to seek truth within oneself. In an age saturated with
information and competing authorities, its message resonates as a profound reminder of intellectual
independence and spiritual authenticity.

If You Meet Buddha On The Road Kill Him

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: If You Meet the Buddha on the Road, Kill Him
Sheldon Kopp, 2013-05-22 A fresh, realistic approach to altering one's destiny and accepting the
responsibility that grows with freedom. No meaning that comes from outside of ourselves is real.
The Buddahood of each of us has already been obtained. We only need to recognize it. “The most
important things that each man must learn no one can teach him. Once he accepts this
disappointment, he will be able to stop depending on the therapist, the guru who turns out to be just
another struggling human being.” Using the myth of Gilgamesh, Siddhartha, The Wife of Bath, Don
Quizote . . . the works of Buber, Ginsberg, Shakespeare, Karka, Nin, Dante and Jung . . . a brilliant
psychotherapist, guru and pilgrim shares the epic tales and intimate revelations that help to shape
Everyman's journey through life.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: If You Meet the Buddha on the Road, Kill Him
Sheldon Kopp, 1982-05-01 A fresh, realistic approach to altering one's destiny and accepting the
responsibility that grows with freedom. No meaning that comes from outside of ourselves is real.
The Buddahood of each of us has already been obtained. We only need to recognize it. “The most
important things that each man must learn no one can teach him. Once he accepts this
disappointment, he will be able to stop depending on the therapist, the guru who turns out to be just
another struggling human being.” Using the myth of Gilgamesh, Siddhartha, The Wife of Bath, Don
Quizote . . . the works of Buber, Ginsberg, Shakespeare, Karka, Nin, Dante and Jung . . . a brilliant
psychotherapist, guru and pilgrim shares the epic tales and intimate revelations that help to shape
Everyman's journey through life.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: If you meet George Herbert on the road, kill
him Justin Lewis-Anthony, 2013-01-17 Priestly ministry in the Church of England needs a radical
rethink... George Herbert died in 1633. His legacy continues. His poems are read and sung, and his
parish ministry remains the model for the Church of England's understanding of how and where and
why its priests should minister. But there is a problem. The memory of Herbert celebrated by the
Church is an inaccurate one, and, in its inaccuracy, is unfair on Herbert himself and his successors
in the ordained ministry. This is a book of the long view. It sets out to assess realistically the context
of Herbert's life and to explore the difficulties of parish life today. By examining the status and role
of parish clergy since Herbert's time and today, it draws on the work of historians, social
anthropologists, psychologists and theologians, and presents their ideas in a readable and
passionate style. It argues that the future strength of parochial ministry will be found in a recovery
of historic, renewed understandings of priestly ministry, and concludes by outlining more
sustainable patterns of practice for the future. In a climate of uncertainty for the future of the
church, it will be an encouragement for priest and people, and welcomed by both.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: This Very Body The Buddha OSHO, 2023-05-20


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-202/if-you-meet-buddha-on-the-road-kill-him.pdf

“Singing and dancing, all is the voice of truth. Wide is the heaven of boundless Samadhi, Radiant the
full moon of the fourfold wisdom. What remains to be sought? Nirvana is clear before him, This very
place the Lotus paradise, This very body the Buddha.” “Remember the word ‘this’. This very place
the Lotus paradise... And once you have known your source, wherever you are, you are in the Lotus
paradise. This very place the Lotus paradise, And this very body the Buddha. And whatsoever you
do—whatsoever, without any conditions—is the expression of truth.” Osho

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Aftermath John F. Crosby, 2013 Increasing
numbers of disillusioned and thoughtful persons find they can no longer maintain a simplistic
concept of theism, be it Christian, Jewish, or Islamic. But the shock that comes with loss of faith, and
the challenges of learning to restructure oneOCOs life if one has been a believer, can seem
overwhelming. Aftermath gives a sound foundation for building a meaningful life without god.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Everyday Osho Osho, 2022-01-04 The Everyday
Osho provides brief daily meditations to build a life-changing year of practice. Everyday Osho
features 365 short meditations that offer insights into living fully in the here and now. Each brief
text is thoughtful and inspiring and the perfect length for starting a daily meditation practice. With
topics that range from gratitude to nature to philosophy to love, Everyday Osho contains a full year
of meditation and inspiration. For decades, the insights of Osho have delighted and challenged
spiritual seekers. Everyday Osho offers readers daily encouragement to live fully, integrating body,
mind, and spirit.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: The Little Girl That Could Marianne Tong,
2009-12 Marianne is a robust and healthy little German girl until the ravages of World War II take
their toll. She barely survives the terrifying air raids, the horrible medical treatments on an isolation
ward, and the divorce of her parents. When her mother marries a former enemy and emigrates to
America, Marianne is expected to follow. Her ocean voyage from Italy to New York, serves to close
her former life and open a future as an American teenager. In a twist of fate, Marianne meets her
future husband, a Los Angeles-born Chinese U.S. Airman, in Bermuda, causing a great uproar in her
family. Eventually, Marianne and Leighton get married and raise four children while remaining
active in a variety of community events and earning college degrees. Despite her childhood aversion
to writing, Marianne had always been an avid reader. As an adult she accidentally discovers the
power of her own written word. Subsequently, she becomes a tireless letter-writer and engages in
fascinating exchanges of letters with a variety of correspondents, including a cardiologist, a
physicist, as well as manufacturers and governmental agencies.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Moment of Impact Jennifer Touma, 2013-08-16
The Moment of Impact serves as an inspirational guide to personal change. It offers compelling
stories, teaching moments, and an introduction to the Power of Three, the practice of using
self-management, clear thinking and mental strength. These help prepare you to take more effective
action in the face of adversity, to overcome moments of uncertainty and flux, and to make the most
of opportunities, both obvious and hidden. The detailed stories and teaching moments presented in
the Moment of Impact help you develop the inner strengths of mental toughness, perseverance and
grit. These essential qualities aid you in becoming more inner- directed rather than surrendering
control to any outside situation that is only momentary or to the opinion of others. The Moment of
Impact offers you strategies you not only can use but also bring about the results you want in
effecting personal change.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: American Refugees Roger L. Simon, 2023-12-19

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Father God Sylvia Browne, 2009-10 Browne
explains that people are sparks of the creative force of Father and Mother God. The solid, static
Father is the co-creator and is all intellect; while Mother is the emotional, active, and interfering
God Who makes miracles. The communion shared with the Father is part of the greatest love affair
that will ever be.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Father God (EasyRead Large Bold Edition) ,

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Hearts in Transcendence Alexander De Foe,



2015-01-16 'Hearts in Transcendence' offers an insightful exploration of transcendental
consciousness states that challenge the boundaries of human potential. These exceptional states of
consciousness have been captured throughout literature, but seldom is the real, tangible, and
practical significance of exceptional experiences discussed in the modern world. This book sets out
to do just that - to uncover the greater potential of the human being through a practical, applied
approach to consciousness states and cosmic experiences of transcendence.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Ending the Pursuit of Happiness Barry Magid,
2010-10-08 Inspires us - in wryly gentle prose - to outgrow the impossible pursuit of happiness, and
instead make peace with the perfection of the way things are. Including ourselves! Magid invites
readers to consider the notion that our certainty that we are broken may be turning our (3z(Bpursuit
of happiness(S3(B into a source of yet more suffering. He takes an unusual look at our (S2(Bsecret
practices(S3(B (what we?re REALLY doing, when we say (S2(Bpracticing(S3(B) and (S2(Bcurative
fantasies,(S3(B wherein we have ideals of what spiritual practices will do for us, cure us. In doing so,
he helps us look squarely at such pitfalls of spiritual practice so that we can avoid them. Along the
way, Magid lays out a rich roadmap of a new psychological-minded Zen, which may be among the
most important spiritual developments of the present day.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Stay or Leave? Beverley Stone, 2012-01-01 So
your indecision is final?! You're stuck in an unhappy relationship. You're not sure you want to stay,
but you can't make up your mind to go. You're stagnating ... but feel powerless to do anything about
it. Help is at hand! Successful relationship psychologist Beverley Stone will get your life back on
track. She uncovers the roots of your confusion and helps you make the big decision: to stay and
make a go of it in a radically improved relationship ... or leave, confident and happy. Step by step,
she helps you make your decision and put your choice into action. Written by an experienced,
no-nonsense counselor who combines sympathy with realism ... and helps you face the fact that
doing nothing is a self-defeating option Goes further than other self-help books by helping you to
discover why your previous attempts have failed. Covers all the possible options for your relationship
- mending it, maintaining it... and, in the last resort, leaving it. I've known people trapped in deeply
unhappy relationships for years,because of no apparent way out. Indecision only adds to the misery.
Beverley Stone's serious guide to honest, clear ways to change, offers men and women the release to
be themselves and is inspiring in its lessons.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Father God (EasyRead Super Large 18pt
Edition) ,

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: The Odyssey of Enlightenment Berthold Madhukar
Thompson, 2015-10-01 n 1991, Berthold Madhukar Thompson was declared enlightened by a
renowned Indian teacher. Yet Madhukar's search for truth was not over; he himself was not
convinced that he had achieved the summit of enlightenment. The Odyssey of Enlightenment
chronicles the burning quest of a man already acknowledged to be enlightened, as he searches
for--and ruthlessly questions--a total of 12 other teachers others who are widely recognized as
enlightened. Spurred on by an unquenchable yearning for truth, Thompson's odyssey takes him to
remote parts of India where he engages in dialogues of a quality and depth rarely found in the
annals of religion. A chronicle of the author’s burning quest for truth, as he tirelessly questions a
total of 12 spiritual teachers, including Osho, U.G. Krishnamurthi, Ramesh S. Balsekar, Papaji,
Gangolli, Kiran and Andrew Cohen, amongst others. Contemplative dialogue of an unparalleled
quality and depth.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Asian Philosophies John M. Koller, 2017-10-03 With
an inside view from an expert in the field, solid scholarship, and a clear and engaging writing style,
Asian Philosophies invites students and professors to think along with the great thinkers of the Asian
traditions. John M. Koller is a scholar and teacher who has devoted his life to understanding Asian
thought and practice. He wrote this text to give students and professors access to the rich
philosophical and religious ideas of both South and East Asia.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: If You Meet Buddha Kill Him! A Pilgrimage To



Freedom (ENG) Iliyan Kuzmanov, If You Meet Buddha Kill Him is a journey to internal, to the self,
hearth, soul, Ego, desires, fears, creativity, and art. Iliyan is a modern Dale Carnegie, who does not
want to change your life with that book, but he will certainly do. And in one moment will come the
second part of the book, that is a piece of a magical realism, a soft dream, that erupt into delirium
dance, before to empty your emotion... A bohemian experience.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: The Making of Buddhist Modernism David L.
McMahan, 2008-11-14 A great deal of Buddhist literature and scholarly writing about Buddhism of
the past 150 years reflects, and indeed constructs, a historically unique modern Buddhism, even
while purporting to represent ancient tradition, timeless teaching, or the essentials of Buddhism.
This literature, Asian as well as Western, weaves together the strands of different traditions to
create a novel hybrid that brings Buddhism into alignment with many of the ideologies and
sensibilities of the post-Enlightenment West. In this book, David McMahan charts the development
of this Buddhist modernism. McMahan examines and analyzes a wide range of popular and scholarly
writings produced by Buddhists around the globe. He focuses on ideological and imaginative
encounters between Buddhism and modernity, for example in the realms of science, mythology,
literature, art, psychology, and religious pluralism. He shows how certain themes cut across cultural
and geographical contexts, and how this form of Buddhism has been created by multiple agents in a
variety of times and places. His position is critical but empathetic: while he presents Buddhist
modernism as a construction of numerous parties with varying interests, he does not reduce it to a
mistake, a misrepresentation, or fabrication. Rather, he presents it as a complex historical process
constituted by a variety of responses -- sometimes trivial, often profound -- to some of the most
important concerns of the modern era.

if you meet buddha on the road kill him: Father God (EasyRead Super Large 24pt
Edition) ,
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