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Theory

habermas knowledge and human interests form a crucial part of contemporary
philosophy and social theory, providing a lens through which we can explore how
knowledge is intertwined with human motivations and societal progress. Jürgen Habermas,
one of the most influential thinkers of the 20th century, introduced a compelling framework
that links knowledge acquisition to fundamental human interests, reshaping the way we
understand communication, science, and social action.

If you’ve ever wondered how our pursuit of knowledge is shaped not just by facts but also
by underlying human drives, Habermas’s theory offers an insightful roadmap. Let’s delve
into what makes his concept so transformative, why it still matters today, and how it
influences areas like critical theory, epistemology, and communicative action.

Who Is Jürgen Habermas and Why Do His Ideas
Matter?

Before we unpack the details of Habermas knowledge and human interests, it’s helpful to
know a bit about the man behind the theory. Jürgen Habermas is a German philosopher and
sociologist best known for his work in critical theory and communicative rationality.
Emerging from the Frankfurt School tradition, he sought to expand on critical theory by
focusing on language, communication, and the social conditions that enable rational
discourse.

Habermas’s contributions are especially significant because he shifted the focus from
purely abstract epistemological questions to the practical and social dimensions of
knowledge. His idea that knowledge isn’t just an isolated, objective phenomenon but is
deeply connected to human interests brings a fresh perspective to philosophy and the
social sciences.

The Core of Habermas Knowledge and Human
Interests

At the heart of Habermas’s theory is the argument that all knowledge is motivated by
underlying human interests. These interests shape not only what we seek to understand
but also how we go about acquiring knowledge. Habermas identifies three primary human
interests, each linked to different types of knowledge:



1. Technical Interest: Control and Prediction

The first type, technical interest, is about control and manipulation of the natural world.
This interest drives empirical-analytic knowledge, which is the foundation of the natural
sciences. When scientists conduct experiments or engineers design technology, their aim is
to predict and control natural phenomena. This interest is pragmatic and instrumental,
focused on achieving practical results.

2. Practical Interest: Understanding and Communication

Practical interest relates to understanding and interpreting social interactions. This interest
fuels historical-hermeneutic knowledge, which focuses on meaning, culture, and
communication. It is concerned with how people make sense of their social world through
language and shared symbols. In this realm, knowledge is less about control and more
about mutual understanding and interpretation.

3. Emancipatory Interest: Freedom and Self-Reflection

The third human interest is emancipatory, aimed at achieving freedom through self-
reflection and critical awareness. This interest underpins critical knowledge, which aims to
uncover and overcome social constraints, power imbalances, and ideological distortions.
Emancipatory knowledge is central to critical theory and is concerned with liberation from
domination.

How Habermas Connects Knowledge to Social
Action

One of the most powerful aspects of Habermas knowledge and human interests theory is
how it links knowledge to different forms of social action. He proposes that knowledge isn’t
just theoretical but deeply embedded in our everyday interactions and societal structures.
This leads to his concept of communicative action.

The Role of Communicative Action

Communicative action is the process through which individuals engage in dialogue to reach
mutual understanding and coordinate actions. Unlike strategic action, which is oriented
toward success or personal gain, communicative action is oriented toward consensus-
building and shared meaning.

By emphasizing communication, Habermas highlights how knowledge shaped by practical
and emancipatory interests plays a vital role in democratic societies. When people
communicate openly and rationally, they create conditions for critical reflection and social



change.

Implications for Democracy and Public Discourse

Habermas’s ideas about knowledge and human interests have profound implications for
democratic theory. He argues that a healthy democracy depends on the ability of citizens
to participate in rational discourse free from domination. This means that knowledge
shaped by emancipatory interests is essential for empowering individuals to challenge
oppressive structures and contribute to social progress.

Practical Applications of Habermas Knowledge
and Human Interests

Understanding Habermas knowledge and human interests isn’t just an academic
exercise—it has practical relevance in various fields, including education, social policy, and
even everyday communication.

In Education

Educators can apply Habermas’s framework to foster critical thinking and encourage
students to reflect on the interests behind knowledge claims. By recognizing the different
human interests at play, learners become more aware of how knowledge is constructed and
how power dynamics influence what is taught.

In Social Research

Social scientists benefit from considering the three interests when designing studies or
interpreting data. For example, recognizing emancipatory interests can guide research
aimed at social justice or policy change, while practical interest helps in understanding
cultural contexts.

In Media and Communication

Habermas’s emphasis on communicative action encourages media practitioners and
communicators to promote dialogue that is inclusive, transparent, and oriented toward
mutual understanding rather than manipulation or propaganda.



Critiques and Continuing Debates

While Habermas knowledge and human interests framework has been highly influential, it
has also sparked debates and critiques. Some scholars argue that the model is overly
idealistic, assuming that rational communication can always overcome power imbalances.
Others suggest that the categories of interests may overlap or be more complex in practice.

Despite these critiques, Habermas’s work remains a cornerstone for discussions about how
knowledge relates to human aims and societal change.

Final Reflections on Habermas Knowledge and
Human Interests

Exploring Habermas knowledge and human interests opens up a richer understanding of
knowledge as a socially situated and interest-driven process. It challenges us to look
beyond facts and figures and consider the motivations behind our search for truth. Whether
through the lens of science, culture, or critical reflection, Habermas’s insights invite us to
engage more deeply with how knowledge shapes—and is shaped by—the human condition.

By appreciating these connections, we gain tools not only to analyze knowledge more
critically but also to foster more meaningful communication and social progress in our own
lives and communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Jürgen Habermas's theory of knowledge and
human interests?
Habermas's theory of knowledge and human interests posits that human knowledge is
influenced by three fundamental cognitive interests: technical, practical, and emancipatory.
These correspond to different ways humans engage with the world—technical interests
focus on controlling nature, practical interests emphasize mutual understanding, and
emancipatory interests aim at self-reflection and liberation from constraints.

How do Habermas's three knowledge interests differ?
The three knowledge interests are: technical knowledge, which is aimed at prediction and
control of natural phenomena; practical knowledge, which seeks mutual understanding and
communicative action among individuals; and emancipatory knowledge, which involves
critical self-reflection to overcome social and psychological constraints that limit human
freedom.



Why is the concept of emancipatory knowledge
important in Habermas's framework?
Emancipatory knowledge is important because it enables individuals and societies to
critically reflect on and challenge existing power structures, ideologies, and social
conditions that restrict freedom. It is linked to the goal of human liberation and is
fundamental for democratic participation and social transformation.

How does Habermas connect knowledge and human
interests to communication?
Habermas argues that knowledge is not just a cognitive process but is deeply connected to
human interests expressed through communication. Particularly, practical knowledge is
realized through communicative action where participants aim for mutual understanding,
making communication a central mechanism for the development and validation of
knowledge.

In what way has Habermas's theory of knowledge and
human interests influenced social sciences?
Habermas's theory has influenced social sciences by highlighting the role of underlying
human interests in shaping scientific inquiry and knowledge production. It encourages
researchers to be aware of the normative and practical dimensions of knowledge,
promoting a more reflexive and critical approach that integrates ethical and emancipatory
concerns.

Can Habermas's knowledge and human interests
framework be applied to contemporary issues?
Yes, Habermas's framework is highly relevant to contemporary issues such as digital
communication, social justice, and democratic governance. It provides tools to critically
analyze how knowledge is produced and used in society, emphasizing the importance of
communicative rationality and emancipation in addressing challenges like misinformation,
inequality, and political polarization.

Additional Resources
Habermas Knowledge and Human Interests: An In-Depth Exploration of Epistemology and
Emancipation

habermas knowledge and human interests represent a pivotal theme in contemporary
philosophy and social theory, particularly within the realms of epistemology and critical
theory. Jürgen Habermas, a prominent German philosopher and sociologist, developed a
nuanced framework that links human cognitive activities with broader social and political
interests. This analytical perspective not only challenges traditional views of knowledge as
a neutral and detached enterprise but also situates knowledge production within the
context of human emancipation and social progress.



Habermas's seminal work, *Knowledge and Human Interests* (1968), offers a profound
critique of positivist epistemology and proposes a tripartite model of knowledge, rooted in
distinct human interests. This article delves into the core components of Habermas's
theory, examining its implications for understanding knowledge, science, and society. By
exploring the intersections of cognition and human motivation, this review aims to
elucidate why Habermas’s insights remain relevant for contemporary debates on
knowledge production, communication, and social transformation.

Theoretical Foundations of Habermas’s
Knowledge and Human Interests

Habermas’s approach to knowledge challenges the long-standing dichotomy between
objective and subjective knowledge. Instead of viewing knowledge purely as an
accumulation of facts or a mirror of reality, he argues that knowledge is inherently linked to
human interests. These interests shape how knowledge is generated, validated, and applied
within social contexts.

The Three Knowledge-constitutive Interests

At the heart of Habermas’s framework lies the identification of three fundamental cognitive
interests that underpin different types of knowledge:

Technical Interest: This interest is related to empirical-analytic knowledge, focusing
on control and prediction of natural phenomena. It corresponds with the natural
sciences and positivist methodologies.

Practical Interest: This interest is oriented towards understanding and
interpretation within social contexts. It aligns with the human sciences
(Geisteswissenschaften) and emphasizes communicative rationality and mutual
understanding.

Emancipatory Interest: The most critical of the three, this interest relates to self-
reflection, critique, and liberation from constraints. It informs critical social theory and
serves as the foundation for questioning power structures and ideologies.

These interests are not merely abstract categories but represent the driving forces behind
different modes of inquiry. Habermas’s insight implies that epistemological frameworks
cannot be divorced from the social and political purposes they serve.

From Positivism to Critical Theory

Habermas critiques traditional positivism for its narrow focus on the technical interest,



which reduces knowledge to empirical data and measurable facts. While this approach is
valuable for scientific advancements, it neglects the interpretive and emancipatory
dimensions of human experience. By contrast, critical theory—rooted in the Frankfurt
School tradition—embraces the emancipatory interest, aiming to reveal and overcome
social domination.

This shift broadens the scope of knowledge beyond mere description or prediction,
emphasizing reflexivity and the transformation of society. Habermas’s theory thus bridges
the gap between natural sciences and social sciences, advocating for a more integrative
and self-aware epistemology.

Implications for Epistemology and Social Sciences

Understanding Habermas knowledge and human interests framework is essential for
grasping contemporary challenges in epistemology and the philosophy of social science. His
model provides a lens to examine how knowledge claims are influenced by underlying
human goals, which carries significant implications for the objectivity and neutrality of
knowledge.

Epistemic Objectivity and Inter-subjectivity

Habermas introduces the concept of communicative rationality, emphasizing that
knowledge gains validity through inter-subjective consensus rather than isolated individual
cognition. This contrasts sharply with positivist epistemology, which privileges empirical
verification detached from social interaction.

In practice, this means that scientific and social knowledge must be open to critical
discourse, debate, and revision within communities of inquiry. The pursuit of
understanding, therefore, becomes a cooperative endeavor aimed at reaching mutual
agreement.

Knowledge Production and Power Dynamics

A critical dimension of Habermas’s theory is its attention to the relationship between
knowledge and power. The emancipatory interest challenges existing power relations by
uncovering ideologies that distort or suppress truth claims. This aspect aligns closely with
contemporary critical pedagogy and social justice movements, which seek to use
knowledge as a tool for empowerment.

By recognizing how knowledge can serve both domination and liberation, Habermas’s
framework encourages scholars and practitioners to be vigilant about the social
consequences of knowledge production.



Applications and Contemporary Relevance

Habermas knowledge and human interests continue to inform a wide array of academic
disciplines and practical fields, from sociology and political theory to education and
communication studies.

Influence on Communication Theory

Habermas’s emphasis on communicative action and rational discourse has profoundly
influenced theories of public deliberation and democratic participation. His ideas underpin
models that advocate for inclusive dialogue and transparency in decision-making
processes, which are increasingly relevant in an era of misinformation and polarized public
spheres.

Critical Pedagogy and Emancipatory Education

In education, Habermas’s framework supports pedagogical approaches that encourage
critical thinking and self-reflection. By foregrounding the emancipatory interest, educators
strive to cultivate learners’ capacities to question societal norms and engage in
transformative practices.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its strengths, Habermas’s theory has faced critiques regarding the feasibility of
achieving purely rational consensus in diverse societies. Some scholars argue that power
imbalances and cultural differences complicate the ideal of communicative rationality.
Others question whether the tripartite model adequately captures the complexity of
knowledge production in postmodern contexts.

Nonetheless, the framework remains a foundational reference point for ongoing discussions
about the relationship between knowledge, interests, and social change.

Comparative Perspectives: Habermas and Other
Epistemological Models

To fully appreciate Habermas’s contribution, it is useful to compare his approach with
alternative epistemological paradigms.

Positivism: Focuses exclusively on empirical and observable facts, aligning with
Habermas’s technical interest but ignoring interpretive and emancipatory dimensions.



Hermeneutics: Emphasizes understanding and interpretation, paralleling
Habermas’s practical interest but often neglecting the critical, emancipatory aspect.

Postmodernism: Questions the existence of universal truths and highlights power
relations in knowledge production, sharing affinities with Habermas’s critical theory
but differing in its skepticism toward meta-narratives.

Habermas’s integrative model attempts to reconcile these perspectives by acknowledging
the legitimacy of multiple cognitive interests without succumbing to relativism.

The exploration of habermas knowledge and human interests reveals a sophisticated
framework that challenges simplistic conceptions of knowledge. By situating epistemology
within the matrix of human motivation and social context, Habermas offers a compelling
vision that continues to inspire critical inquiry and democratic engagement in the 21st
century.

Habermas Knowledge And Human Interests

  habermas knowledge and human interests: Knowledge and Human Interests Jürgen
Habermas, 1971
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Knowledge and Human Interests Jürgen
Habermas, 1978
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Knowledge and Human Interests Jürgen
Habermas, 1987 Habermas describes Knowledge and Human Interests as an attempt to reconstruct
the prehistory of modern positivism with the intention of analysing the connections between
knowledge and human interests. Convinced of the increasing historical and social importance of the
natural and behavioural sciences, Habermas makes clear how crucial it is to understand the central
meanings and justifications of these sciences. He argues that for too long the relationship between
philosophy and science has been distorted. In this extraordinarily wide-ranging book, Habermas
examines the principal positions of modern philosophy - Kantianism, Marxism, positivism,
pragmatism, hermeneutics, the philosophy of science, linguistic philosophy and phenomenology - to
lay bare the structure of the processes of enquiry that determine the meaning and the validity of all
our statements which claim objectivity. This edition contains a postscript written by Habermas for
the second German edition of Knowledge and Human Interests.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Jürgen Habermas and Psychoanalysis Jerald
Theodore Wallulis, 1978
  habermas knowledge and human interests: An Exegesis of Habermas' Knowledge and
Human Interests Tronn Overend, 1976
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Evolution and Emancipation Kirk D. Dillman,
1979
  habermas knowledge and human interests: The Social Relevance of Philosophy Colleen
K. Flewelling, 2005-01-01 Can philosophy be socially relevant? Dating back to Socrates' Apology,
and beyond Marx's argument that pure philosophical theory without practical application was
unattainable, philosophers have had many diverse views about their work, including that it is
indispensable, that it is socially irrelevant, and even that it is harmful. Tracing the controversy
through history, this book examines eleven philosophers' arguments concerning the question of the
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social relevance of philosophy, placing each thinker in the appropriate cultural and historical
context. Colleen Flewelling focuses particularly on the Frankfurt School, as their program was
aimed at producing a socially relevant theory. She suggests that philosophical theory and practice
are, in fact, interconnected and that, if properly understood, some forms of philosophy can be
socially relevant. The Social Relevance of Philosophy provides a concise, yet thorough, history of the
debate on philosophy's role in society. It is essential reading for students and professional
philosophers alike.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Truth and Justification Jürgen Habermas,
2014-12-08 In this important new book, Jürgen Habermas takes up certainfundamental questions of
philosophy. While much of his recent workhas been concerned with issues of morality and law, in
this newwork Habermas returns to the traditional philosophical questions oftruth, objectivity and
reality which were at the centre of hisearlier classic book Knowledge and Human Interests. How can
the norms that underpin the linguistically structuredworld in which we live be brought into step with
the contingency ofthe development of socio-cultural forms of life? How can the ideathat our world
exists independently of our attempts to describe itbe reconciled with the insight that we can never
reach realitywithout the mediation of language and that 'bare' reality istherefore unattainable? In
Knowledge and Human Interests Habermas answered thesequestions with reference to a weak
naturalism and atranscendental-pragmatic realism. Since then, however, he hasdeveloped a formal
pragmatic theory which is based on an analysisof speech acts and language use. In this new volume
Habermas takesup the philosophical questions of truth, objectivity and realityfrom the perspective of
his linguistically-based pragmatic theory.The final section addresses the limits of philosophy and
reassessesthe relation between theory and practice from a perspective thatcould be described as
'post-Marxist'. This volume, now available in paperback as well, by one of the world's leading
philosophers willbe essential reading for students and scholars of philosophy,social theory and the
humanities and social sciences generally.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Knowledge and Human Liberation Ananta
Kumar Giri, 2014-11-01 Human liberation has become an epochal challenge in today’s world,
requiring not only emancipation from oppressive structures but also from the oppressive self. It is a
multidimensional struggle and aspiration in which knowledge – self, social and spiritual – can play a
transformative role. ‘Knowledge and Human Liberation: Towards Planetary Realizations’ undertakes
such a journey of transformation, and seeks to rethink knowledge vis-à-vis the familiar themes of
human interest, critical theory, enlightenment, ethnography, democracy, pluralism, rationality,
secularism and cosmopolitanism. The volume also features a Foreword by John Clammer (United
Nations University, Tokyo) and an Afterword by Fred Dallmayr (University of Notre Dame).
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Historicism and Knowledge Robert D'Amico,
2018-10-24 A critical account of the case for historicism from Popper to Foucault, this volume,
originally published in 1989, shows the viability of an historicist account of knowledge by replying to
traditional objections and the need for defenses of realism and reference at the heart of most
alternatives to historicism. The book provides insights to those in philosophy as well as literary
criticism, intellectual history, history of science, and cultural criticism.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Towards a Synthesis of a Theory of
Knowledge and Human Interests, Educational Technology and Emancipatory Education
John Randall Koetting, 1979
  habermas knowledge and human interests: The Adventures of Transcendental
Philosophy Eduardo Mendieta, 2002-07-23 Karl-Otto Apel is one of the most important German
philosophers of the 20th century, and is finally coming to be recognized as such. However, his work
is still poorly understood and inadequately treated throughout most of the world. In The Adventures
of Transcendental Philosophy, critical theory scholar Eduardo Mendieta examines the philosophical
origins of discourse ethics through the prism of Apel's thought. Mendieta finds that Apel
fundamentally transformed German philosophy, which had become stagnant in the years before
World War II, and deeply influenced later thinkers such as JYrgen Habermas. Apel's turn toward



pragmatism and analytic philosophy helped him bring the concept of a linguistic paradigm shift to
Germany.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: The Antinomies of Classical Thought: Marx
and Durkheim (Theoretical Logic in Sociology) Jeffrey C. Alexander, 2014-04-24 This volume
challenges prevailing understanding of the two great founders of sociological thought. In a detailed
and systematic way the author demonstrates how Marx and Durkheim gradually developed the
fundamental frameworks for sociological materialism and idealism. While most recent interpreters of
Marx have placed alienation and subjectivity at the centre of his work, Professor Alexander suggests
that it was the later Marx’s very emphasis on alienation that allowed him to avoid conceptualizing
subjectivity altogether. In Durkheim’s case, by contrast, the author argues that such objectivist
theorizing informed the early work alone, and he demonstrates that in his later writings Durkheim
elaborated an idealist theory that used religious life as an analytical model for studying the
institutions of secular society.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: The Cambridge Companion to Hermeneutics
Michael N. Forster, Kristin Gjesdal, 2019-01-03 Explores the relevance of hermeneutics for modern
human sciences, its history and development, and its key philosophical debates.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Contested Knowledge Steven Seidman,
2012-06-29 In the fifth edition Contested Knowledge, social theorist Steven Seidman presents the
latest topics in social theory and addresses the current shift of 'universalist theorists' to networks of
clustered debates. Responds to current issues, debates, and new social movements Reviews
sociological theory from a contemporary perspective Reveals how the universal theorist and the era
of rival schools has been replaced by networks of clustered debates that are relatively 'autonomous'
and interdisciplinary Features updates and in-depth discussions of the newest clustered debates in
social theory—intimacy, postcolonial nationalism, and the concept of 'the other' Challenges social
scientists to renew their commitment to the important moral and political role social knowledge
plays in public life Accompanied by a companion website for students at www.wiley.com/go/seidman
featuring chapter outlines and useful web links; an instructor site can also be accessed which
features password-protected PowerPoint teaching slides
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Contemporary Sociological Theory Jonathan
H. Turner, 2012-09-20 Written by award-winning scholar, Jonathan Turner, Contemporary
Sociological Theory covers the range of diversity of theory in nine theoretical traditions, and variants
of theoretical approaches in these traditions. The result is a comprehensive review of present-day
theorizing in sociology covering functional, evolutionary, ecological, conflict, interactionist,
exchange, structuralist, cultural, and critical theories and the major proponents of these theories.
Moreover, for each theoretical tradition, it origins are examined in a separate chapter with an eye to
how classical theorists influenced the work of key contemporary scholars. This book will serve as a
valuable resource for those readers seeking in-depth and comprehensive coverage of contemporary
traditions in their historical contexts. Unlike many texts, coverage is comprehensive and deep. The
theories and their origins are examined in detail so that readers can fully understand the origins and
present profile of theories in present-day sociology. Unlike many texts that skim over theories on the
surface, this book seeks to unlock for the reader their underlying structure of each theory. The book
is written in a modular format so that theories and traditions can be examined in any order, and in
many diverse combinations. If desired, only the contemporary theories can be read without attention
to their historical contexts, or the reverse is true if readers want to understand the historical origins
of a particular theoretical tradition. Since Jonathan Turner is an active theorist in his own right, he
brings to the book an appreciation of how theories are created as an insider rather than as only a
commentator on theory. As such, he is able to bring out the underlying assumptions, structure, and
form of a theory in new and interesting ways for casual readers and scholars alike.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: Critical Theory Amirhosein Khandizaji,
Wolfgang Sohst, 2025-07-01 Critical Theory: The Last Stand for Emancipation gathers leading voices
in contemporary critical thought to reassert the enduring relevance of a tradition forged in



resistance. From the early insights of the Frankfurt School to its intersections with decolonial,
queer, ecological, and postcolonial critiques, this volume maps the evolving terrain of a radical
project devoted to unveiling domination and envisioning emancipation.At a time when neoliberal
orthodoxy undermines critical scholarship, and authoritarian populism distorts public discourse, this
book refuses resignation. It offers instead a lucid and urgent intervention, one that confronts the
alienations of digital life, the legacies of colonial violence, and the manufactured chaos of late
capitalism. With essays ranging from genealogy to praxis, from epistemology to affect, this collection
insists that critical theory is not an academic relic, but a living practice of resistance. Whether
reckoning with the failures of progress or reclaiming hope as a political act, Critical Theory: The
Last Stand for Emancipation is a call to think deeply, act ethically, and remember that critique
remains a vital tool in the struggle for a more just world.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: The Promise of Pragmatism John Patrick
Diggins, 1995-05-15 For much of our century, pragmatism has enjoyed a charmed life, holding the
dominant point of view in American politics, law, education, and social thought in general. After
suffering a brief eclipse in the post-World War II period, pragmatism has enjoyed a revival,
especially in literary theory and such areas as poststructuralism and deconstruction. In this
sweeping critique of pragmatism and neopragmatism, one of our leading intellectual historians
traces the attempts of thinkers from William James to Richard Rorty to find a response to the crisis
of modernism. John Patrick Diggins analyzes the limitations of pragmatism from a historical
perspective and dares to ask whether America's one original contribution to the world of philosophy
has actually fulfilled its promise. In the late nineteenth century, intellectuals felt themselves in the
grips of a spiritual crisis. This confrontation with the acids of modernity eroded older faiths and led
to a sense that life would continue in the awareness, of absences: knowledge without truth, power
without authority, society without spirit, self without identity, politics without virtue, existence
without purpose, history without meaning. In Europe, Friedrich Nietzsche and Max Weber faced a
world in which God was dead and society was succumbing to structures of power and domination. In
America, Henry Adams resigned from Harvard when he realized there were no truths to be taught
and when he could only conclude: Experience ceases to educate. To the American philosophers of
pragmatism, it was experience that provided the basis on which new methods of knowing could
replace older ideas of truth. Diggins examines how, in different ways, William James, Charles Peirce,
John Dewey, George H. Mead, and Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., demonstrated that modernism posed
no obstacle in fields such as science, education, religion, law, politics, and diplomacy. Diggins also
examines the work of the neopragmatists Jurgen Habermas and Richard Rorty and their attempt to
resolve the crisis of postmodernism. Using one author to interrogate another, Diggins brilliantly
allows the ideas to speak to our conditions as well as theirs. Did the older philosophers succeed in
fulfilling the promises of pragmatism? Can the neopragmatists write their way out of what they have
thought themselves into? And does America need philosophers to tell us that we do not need
foundational truths when the Founders already told us that the Constitution would be a machine that
would depend more upon the counterpoise of power than on the claims of knowledge? Diggins
addresses these and other essential questions in this magisterial account of twentieth-century
intellectual life. It should be read by everyone concerned about the roots of postmodernism (and its
links to pragmatism) and about the forms of thought and action available for confronting a world
after postmodernism.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: SCM Core Text: Theological Hermeneutics
Alexander S. Jensen, 2013-02-11 This book introduces theological hermeneutics by giving a
historical account of the development of hermeneutical thinking. It defines hermeneutics as the
analysis of the obstacles to understanding. The history of hermeneutical thinking and responses to
obstacles is told here, beginning with the allegorical interpretation of myths in Hellenism through to
the contemporary view of the hermeneutical problem as universal. Following the opening chapters
on the history of hermeneutical thought, the book presents an overview of the various contemporary
hermeneutical schools of thought, and shows their rooted-ness in different parts of the



hermeneutical tradition. The focus is clearly on biblical interpretation however it does also take
account of developments outside the field of theology, as they influence the theological reflection on
the hermeneutical problem. The questions raised and the possible answers suggested in this volume
will be of interest to students of other disciplines, such as philosophy and literature.
  habermas knowledge and human interests: SCM Core Text: Theological Hermeneutics
Alexander Jensen, 2007-06-28 This book introduces theological hermeneutics by giving a historical
account of the development of hermeneutical thinking. It defines hermeneutics as the analysis of the
obstacles to understanding. The history of hermeneutical thinking and responses to obstacles is told
here, beginning with the allegorical interpretation of myths in Hellenism through to the
contemporary view of the hermeneutical problem as universal. Following the opening chapters on
the history of hermeneutical thought, the book presents an overview of the various contemporary
hermeneutical schools of thought, and shows their rooted-ness in different parts of the
hermeneutical tradition. The focus is clearly on biblical interpretation however it does also take
account of developments outside the field of theology, as they influence the theological reflection on
the hermeneutical problem. The questions raised and the possible answers suggested in this volume
will be of interest to students of other disciplines, such as philosophy and literature.
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