growing up in the 1940s

Growing Up in the 1940s: A Glimpse into Childhood During a Transformative
Decade

growing up in the 1940s was an experience like no other—marked by the
backdrop of World War II, post-war recovery, and significant cultural shifts.
For those who lived through that era, childhood was shaped by a blend of
hardship, resilience, and community spirit. From rationing and air raid
drills to black-and-white television sets and swing music, the 1940s offered
a unique setting that influenced the way children grew, learned, and played.

The Social and Historical Context of Growing Up
in the 1940s

The 1940s were dominated by the global conflict of World War II and its
aftermath. This war influenced nearly every aspect of life, including how
children were raised. Families faced challenges such as rationing, parental
absence due to military service, and the constant uncertainty of the times.
Yet, growing up during this decade also meant being part of a generation that
learned discipline, patriotism, and community involvement at an early age.

Impact of World War II on Childhood

Many children in the early 1940s grew up with a front-row seat to history.
Schools taught wartime civics, and children participated in scrap metal
drives and victory gardens to support the war effort. The absence of fathers,
uncles, and older brothers who served overseas created a sense of
responsibility among the young. Moreover, air raid drills and blackout
curtains became common aspects of daily life in many countries, especially in
Europe.

Post—-War Optimism and Changes

As the war ended in 1945, there was a renewed sense of hope and rebuilding.
The late 1940s introduced economic growth, suburban expansion, and
technological advancements. This era laid the groundwork for the baby boom
and the rise of consumer culture. Children began to enjoy new toys,
educational opportunities, and entertainment that reflected the optimism of
the times.

Daily Life and Family Dynamics

Family life was central to growing up in the 1940s. Despite economic
hardships during the war years, many families found strength in close-knit
relationships. Traditional values were emphasized, and children were often
expected to contribute to household chores and practice good manners.



Rationing and Resourcefulness

One of the defining features of childhood in the 1940s was dealing with
rationing. Food, clothing, and fuel were limited, which taught kids and
parents alike the value of resourcefulness. Families grew their own
vegetables, reused and repaired clothing, and found creative ways to
entertain themselves without modern conveniences. This era fostered a mindset
of thrift and appreciation for what was available.

Role of Parents and Education

Parents played a strong guiding role in children’s lives, stressing
discipline and respect. Education was more formal and strict compared to
modern standards, with an emphasis on reading, arithmetic, and obedience.
Teachers were authority figures, and corporal punishment was still common in
many schools. However, learning was also enriched by radio programs and,
later in the decade, early television shows that sparked curiosity and
imagination.

Entertainment and Childhood Pastimes

Without smartphones, video games, or the internet, children in the 1940s
found joy in simpler forms of entertainment. Their play often revolved around
outdoor activities, imaginative games, and communal experiences.

Outdoor Play and Neighborhood Bonds

Neighborhoods were vibrant hubs where children gathered to play games like
hopscotch, kick the can, and jump rope. Bicycles were prized possessions, and
kids spent hours riding around, exploring their surroundings. These outdoor
activities helped build strong social ties and a sense of belonging.

Radio, Movies, and Early Television

Radio was the primary source of entertainment and news. Families would listen
to shows like “The Lone Ranger” or “The Shadow,” which captured imaginations
with thrilling stories. Movie theaters were popular weekend destinations,
featuring serials, cartoons, and newsreels. By the late 1940s, television
began to enter some homes, bringing programs that would soon revolutionize
family entertainment.

Fashion and Trends in the 1940s Childhood

Children’s clothing in the 1940s reflected both the economic conditions and
cultural norms of the time. Materials were often rationed, and practicality
ruled over fashion trends.



Typical Wardrobe and Clothing Materials

Kids usually wore durable, homemade, or hand-me-down clothes. Boys often had
short trousers with suspenders, while girls wore simple dresses and
cardigans. Wool, cotton, and rayon were common fabrics, but nylon was
reserved primarily for military use until after the war. Shoes were sturdy,
often leather, built to last.

Influence of Wartime and Post-War Styles

Military styles influenced children’s clothing, with some boys sporting caps
and coats that mirrored adult uniforms. After the war, more colorful and
patterned fabrics became available, signaling a shift toward brighter and
more cheerful styles in children’s wear.

Lessons and Values from Growing Up in the 1940s

The challenges and circumstances of the 1940s left a lasting impression on
those who came of age during that decade. Many of the values instilled during
childhood reflect the resilience and community spirit needed to thrive.

Resilience and Adaptability

Children learned early on that life could be unpredictable and difficult, but
also manageable with perseverance and creativity. The ability to make do with
less, to share generously, and to help neighbors was ingrained in daily life.

Community and Patriotism

Growing up in the 1940s meant understanding one’s role in a larger social
fabric. From participating in war bond drives to caring for younger siblings,
children were taught the importance of contributing to the greater good.

Appreciation for Simple Pleasures

Without the distractions of modern technology, kids found joy in simple
pleasures—listening to stories, exploring nature, and spending time with
family. This fostered a deep appreciation for moments that might seem small
but were rich in meaning.

Reflections on the Legacy of 1940s Childhood

Looking back, growing up in the 1940s offers valuable insights for today’s
generations. The decade’s mix of hardship and hope shaped individuals who
valued family, community, and resilience. While technology and lifestyles



have drastically changed, the core experiences of those childhood years
remind us of the enduring power of connection and adaptability. The lessons
learned during that time continue to inspire, encouraging us to appreciate
both the past and the present.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were common childhood experiences for kids
growing up in the 1940s?

Children growing up in the 1940s often experienced a lifestyle shaped by
World War II and its aftermath, including rationing, community involvement in

war efforts, and simpler, outdoor play due to limited technology and
entertainment options.

How did World War II impact family life for those
growing up in the 1940s?

World War II greatly influenced family life, with many fathers serving in the
military and mothers working in factories. Children often took on more

responsibilities at home, experienced shortages of goods, and participated in
scrap drives and other support activities.

What role did education play for children in the
1940s?

Education in the 1940s was more traditional and disciplined, with a strong
emphasis on reading, writing, and arithmetic. Many schools also incorporated
wartime themes and patriotism into their curricula to support the national
effort.

How did technology and entertainment differ for
children in the 1940s compared to today?

In the 1940s, technology was much more limited; children entertained
themselves with outdoor games, radio programs, and reading books rather than
electronic devices or television, which was just emerging. Families often
gathered around the radio for news and entertainment.

What were some common challenges faced by children
growing up in the 1940s?

Children in the 1940s faced challenges such as food and material rationing,
the absence of parents due to war service, and the stress of living through a
global conflict. Despite these hardships, many developed resilience and a
strong sense of community.

Additional Resources

Growing Up in the 1940s: A Reflective Exploration of Childhood in a



Transformative Era

Growing up in the 1940s meant experiencing childhood during a decade marked
by profound global upheaval and domestic change. The 1940s were defined by
World War II and its aftermath, shaping the social, economic, and cultural
environment in which children developed. This era's unique blend of hardship,
resilience, and rapid modernization provides a rich context for understanding
how formative years were influenced by the broader historical landscape.
Examining the nuances of growing up in the 1940s reveals insights into family
dynamics, education, leisure, and societal expectations that continue to
resonate in contemporary discussions about childhood development.

The Socioeconomic Landscape of Childhood in the
1940s

The 1940s were dominated by the Second World War (1939-1945) and its impact
on everyday life. For children, this meant growing up in households often
defined by economic rationing, parental absence due to military service, and
a pervasive atmosphere of uncertainty. The war effort drastically altered
family structures; many fathers were enlisted, and women entered the
workforce in unprecedented numbers. This shift not only redefined gender
roles but also influenced the upbringing of children, who had to adapt to new
caregiving arrangements and responsibilities.

Post-war America and Europe experienced significant economic recovery and
growth, which gradually improved living standards. However, the immediate
years following the war remained challenging. Rationing of food, clothing,
and other essentials persisted for several years, affecting children’s
nutrition and access to goods. Despite these hardships, families often
prioritized maintaining stability and normalcy, underscoring the resilience
characteristic of growing up in the 1940s.

Family Dynamics and Childhood Roles

The traditional nuclear family model was both reinforced and tested during
the 1940s. While the ideal of a father as breadwinner and a mother as
homemaker persisted, wartime realities necessitated flexibility. Children
often took on additional chores and responsibilities, contributing to
household maintenance amid scarcity. This fostered a sense of duty and
maturity at an earlier age compared to other decades.

Moreover, extended families and community networks played a vital role in
child-rearing, especially when parents were absent due to military deployment
or work obligations. Grandparents, neighbors, and local organizations
frequently stepped in to provide supervision and emotional support,
reflecting a communal approach to childhood that was less prevalent in later
decades.

Education During Wartime and Post-War Reconstruction

Educational experiences of those growing up in the 1940s were markedly
influenced by the era’s exigencies. Schools adapted curricula to include



patriotic themes and war-related subjects, aiming to foster national unity
and prepare youth for civic duties. For many children, lessons included
topics like conservation, first aid, and understanding global affairs,
embedding a consciousness of the ongoing conflict into daily learning.

At the same time, resource constraints affected school infrastructure and
supplies. In rural and urban areas alike, shortages of textbooks and teaching
materials were common, necessitating ingenuity among educators and students.
Despite these challenges, literacy rates improved, and educational attainment
remained a priority for families seeking upward mobility in the post-war
period.

Leisure, Entertainment, and Cultural Influences

Growing up in the 1940s meant engaging with a different cultural milieu than
subsequent generations. Entertainment options were limited by technology and
economic factors, yet children found joy in simple pleasures and emerging
media forms.

Outdoor Play and Community Activities

With fewer electronic distractions, children spent considerable time
outdoors, participating in games that fostered physical activity and social
interaction. Common pastimes included hopscotch, marbles, jump rope, and
organized sports like baseball. Community events, such as church picnics and
neighborhood gatherings, reinforced social bonds and offered safe
environments for play.

This emphasis on unstructured outdoor play contributed to a childhood
experience characterized by creativity and camaraderie, contrasting sharply
with the screen-centric recreation dominant in later decades.

Radio, Cinema, and Emerging Media

The 1940s witnessed the golden age of radio, which became a central feature
of family life. Children tuned in to story programs, comedies, and music
shows, which not only entertained but also served as shared cultural
touchstones. Radio dramas like "The Lone Ranger" and "The Great Gildersleeve"
captivated young audiences, fostering imagination and collective experience.

Cinema also played a significant role. Movie theaters offered escapism from
wartime realities, showcasing films that ranged from patriotic narratives to
lighthearted comedies. The decade saw the rise of iconic child actors and
family-oriented movies, which influenced popular perceptions of childhood and
morality.

Television was in its infancy during the 1940s and had minimal impact on
children’s daily lives until the following decade, making radio and cinema
the primary media influences.



Health, Nutrition, and Wellbeing

Health conditions and nutritional status were critical factors shaping the
childhood experience in the 1940s. Wartime rationing and economic constraints
affected dietary diversity and caloric intake, with varying implications
depending on geography and socioeconomic status.

Impact of Wartime Rationing on Childhood Nutrition

Rationing systems limited access to staples such as sugar, meat, butter, and
canned goods. Families adapted by growing home gardens, preserving food, and
substituting ingredients. While malnutrition was not widespread in most
Western countries, the nutritional quality of children's diets was sometimes
compromised, potentially affecting growth and immunity.

Public health campaigns during the 1940s emphasized hygiene, vaccination, and
disease prevention, which contributed to declining rates of communicable
illnesses. Nonetheless, access to healthcare varied widely, and disparities
persisted, particularly in rural or impoverished areas.

Childhood Diseases and Medical Advances

The 1940s preceded the widespread availability of antibiotics and wvaccines
that would transform pediatric healthcare in subsequent decades. Diseases
such as polio, measles, and diphtheria posed significant threats. The
establishment of programs like the March of Dimes reflected growing awareness
and mobilization to combat these illnesses.

Medical research during this period laid the groundwork for advances that
would dramatically improve child survival rates and quality of 1life in the
years to come.

Societal Expectations and Gender Roles

The 1940s reinforced distinct gender roles that influenced children's
socialization and future opportunities. Boys were often encouraged toward
traits like bravery, independence, and physical strength, reflecting wartime
ideals. Girls were socialized into domestic skills and nurturing roles,
preparing them for homemaking responsibilities.

Educational and recreational activities frequently mirrored these
expectations. For example, boys were more likely to participate in organized
sports and science clubs, while girls engaged in sewing circles and home
economics classes. These divisions shaped personal identities and career
pathways, with long-lasting implications.

However, the war—-induced entrance of women into the workforce briefly
challenged traditional norms, exposing children to alternative models of
gender roles. This tension between tradition and change was a defining
characteristic of the 1940s childhood experience.



The Lasting Legacy of Growing Up in the 1940s

The cohort that grew up during the 1940s carried forward values of
resilience, community, and adaptability. Their formative years, shaped by
global conflict and societal transformation, instilled a pragmatic worldview
and a strong sense of responsibility.

In comparison to later generations, children of the 1940s had fewer material
comforts but often enjoyed closer-knit communities and more direct engagement
with nature and each other. The era’s challenges fostered a generation that
valued stability, hard work, and family cohesion.

Understanding the complexities of growing up in the 1940s provides valuable
context for examining how historical forces mold childhood and influence
societal development. It invites reflection on the evolving nature of
childhood and the enduring impact of cultural and economic conditions on
early life experiences.

Growing Up In The 1940s

growing up in the 1940s: Growing up in 1940S War-Torn England Joyce Holgate DeMille,
2013-10-25 Not yet eighteen years of age, I was allowed to leave the office early before the nightly
bombing began in earnest. Walking down the street on my way to the railway station, suddenly I
found myself high up on a spiked metal fence outside an office building. An angry air-raid warden
yelled at me, What are you doing climbing up there when an air raid is in progress? Why arent you in
that shelter on the other side of the street under that eh, eh Building, he was about to say, when he
saw that it was no longer there, just a huge cavity where the large office building with the shelter in
the basement had been. Many workers were killed there. Then he turned his attention back to me as
I was clamoring to be helped down. Why are you up there? he exclaimed in irritation. Mad as hell, I
asked him how did he think I got up there by myself, hurting as I was and afraid I would soon be
undressed, the iron spike of the fence having pierced the collar of my coat, and it was a long fall to
the pavement. Needless to say I was as surprised as he was. How did I get there then?

growing up in the 1940s: A 1940s Childhood James Marsh, Peter Lovesey, 2014-05-01 Do
you remember collecting shrapnel and listening to Children’s Hour? Carrying gas masks or sharing
your school with evacuees from the city? The 1940s was a time of great challenge for everyone who
lived through it. From the hardships and fear of a World War, with Britain’s towns and cities were
being bombed on an almost nightly basis, to the trauma of being parted from ones parents and sent
away to the country to live with complete strangers. For just over half of this decade the war
continued, meaning food and clothing shortages became a way of life. But through it all, and
afterwards, the simplicity of kids shone through. From collecting bits of shot down German aircraft
to playing in bomb-strewn streets, kids made their own fun. Then there was the joy of the second
half of this decade when fathers came home and fun things started up again. This trip down memory
lane will take you through the most memorable and evocative experiences of growing up in the
1940s.

growing up in the 1940s: Growing up in Botswana in the 1930s and 40s Spencer Ted'
Nettelton, 2024-03-12 Spencer 'Ted' Nettelton grew up in Botswana during the 1930s and 40s when
herds of wildebeest stretched across the horizon and locally shot game was part of the staple diet. In
Volume I of his memoirs, Ted describes the daily life of an adventurous boy living in the bush, and
the impact on his family when caught in the spotlight of international events. From the banishment
of Botswana's King Seretse Khama - later elected Botswana's first president - to the birth of a new
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African nation - Lesotho - Ted and his family played integral roles. Educated in Cape Town, Ted
followed his father into the British Colonial Service, was posted to the mountains of Lesotho in the
1950s, organised the country's Independence Celebrations a decade later, and then served as
Secretary to Lesotho's first democratically elected Prime Minister, Leabua Jonathan, with whom he
enjoyed an enduring friendship. Ted Nettelton’s memoir is a fascinating account of an era that has
vanished and a first-hand perspective of the momentous changes that took place in the southern part
of the African continent during the twentieth century.

growing up in the 1940s: Flatbush Nedda C. Allbray, 2004 The cultural and ethnic flavors of
Flatbush, Brooklyn have changed over these many years, from seventeenth-century Dutch to eastern
European and Jewish, and the present Caribbean influence. Over time, small, rich farms run by
Patrician families gave way to the dignified garden homes of Victorian Flatbush when the economy
could no longer support farming. Through annexation by Brooklyn, development of the railroad and
trolleys (which inspired the name of baseball's famed Trolley Dodgers), and the drain of suburban
flight, Flatbush residents actively sought to keep their town a place to call home.

growing up in the 1940s: Another Country - Growing Up In '50s Ireland Gene Kerrigan,
1998-04-01 From First Communions to CIE Mystery Tours - the heartwarming story of
award-winning journalist Gene Kerrigan's childhood in Dublin in the '50s In his highly addictive
style, Gene Kerrigan effortlessly reconstructs the Ireland of the 1950s and early '60s in which he
grew up. An adult world of absolute moral certainties, casual cruelties and mass emigration; for
children an age of innocence, but an innocence hemmed in by fear and guilt. In this brilliant and
humorous memoir, Kerrigan tells of a world that now seems as distant as another country. Into the
details of school, street and family life, of Christmas, First Communion, school violence, CIE Mystery
Tours and the arrival of television are woven the political background of the day and recollections of
the impact of major figures: Michael O Hehir, Sean Lemass, Eamon 'Dev' De Valera, JFK, not to
mention Hector Grey, Shane, Davy Crockett and Audie Murphy. It's a compelling, touching and often
very funny account of a happy childhood in a country that was itself far from happy.

growing up in the 1940s: Growing up in Adelaide in the 1950's Susan Blackburn, 2013-02-01
‘Growing up in the fifties was a time of isolation and innocence. We didn’t know what was going on
in the rest of the world. We could only compare ourselves with those around us.” So writes Max Lees
in his reminiscence, ‘Freedom’, one of the 13 contributions to this delightful evocation of childhood
edited by Susan Blackburn. An associate professor at Monash University and a specialist in
Southeast Asian politics who grew up in suburban Adelaide, Blackburn asked friends and
acquaintances to join her in trying to recreate the experience of childhood in that place in that time.
Most of the memories in this book are of happy, sunlit childhoods, but there are shadows too. Polio
was a constant fear and unwanted children were often neglected in orphanages. On the whole,
though, the experiences of the contributors were positive and they look back on the fifties with
enjoyment, inviting us into their childhood and teenage worlds.

growing up in the 1940s: Simpler Times; Better Times Jack Atchison, 2013-10-07 Many of us
who are sixty-years-of-age or older believe that we grew up in an era (the 1940s and 1950s) when
life for a child was simpler and better than it is today. Younger people might find this hard to believe
because we were certainly less affluent then, as the middle-class really didn't take hold until in the
early 1950s; we suffered illnesses that children do not suffer today; and we lacked many of the
devices and products that are commonplace now.Most of our homes did not have air-conditioning, or
even gas or electric furnaces for that matter. We did not have refrigerators, freezers, microwaves,
dishwashers, washers or dryers, televisions, CD or DVD players, touch-tone or cell phones,
electronic games, vacuum cleaners, coffee makers, portable radios or computers.More than one car
in a family was a rarity. There were no school buses; we walked to and from school. We walked to
the store and lugged grocery bags home. We walked to the movies or wherever else we wanted to
go. At around the age of ten, we started to stand on the curb, stuck our thumb out, and hitch-hiked
longer distances or, if we owned one, we rode a bike. Most yards didn't have fences. Most people did
not lock their car doors or the doors to their homes.At school, home, or even at a neighbor's house, if



you misbehaved you likely got spanked on the seat of your pants. If you acted up in school, you got
spanked. If you continued to act up, you were suspended from school. And if that didn't get your
attention, you were expelled.When younger people hear about life in the 1940s and 1950s, they tend
to focus on what we did not have and the seemingly harsh discipline to which we, as kids, were
subjected. But what they don't focus on, as we older folks do, is how very rich and uncomplicated
our lives were in those days.Our playgrounds were vast and varied: fields, swamps, woods,
backyards, parking lots and streets; all safe to play in, day or night. Our games were simple,
challenging, and fun, and the only equipment required was a tin can; two sticks and two rags; a
flashlight; a ball, any kind of a ball; our feet; or a little snow-no money required; just imagination.We
didn't have television, but we did have drive-in theaters. We didn't have fast-food places; but we did
have soda fountains, candy stores, ice cream parlors, and ice chests full of cold soda pop at every
gas station. We didn't have big-box stores, but we had five-and-dimes and dairy stores that sold
gallon jugs of fruit punch and lemonade.When we played, we, not adults, determined the game to be
played; picked the playing venue; established the rules; chose the teams; refereed the game; and, if
we decided to, kept the score. We played not to win or lose; but to have fun. And we played almost
every day-snow, rain or shine; sweltering hot or freezing cold-from the time school let out until it
was time for bed, breaking only when we had to do homework or eat dinner.We had incredible
freedom to choose how we would spend our days. We had the latitude to try new things, to take
chances, to make mistakes and, sometimes, bad choices, and to learn from these experiences, good
and bad. The brief stories in this book describe how two boys lived and matured during those
wonderful days and tell about the people who accompanied them during their journey through
childhood. The stories were written to show my children and grandchildren how their father's and
grandfather's childhood differed from theirs.As with any trip down memory lane, our recollections
may vary slightly from the actual events and, while I'm not aware that is the case, some of the
stories in this book might be affected by this same affliction. In any event, this was life as I
remember it to have been. Hopefully, the stories will entertain and bring back fond memories to
those of my age who elect to read them.

growing up in the 1940s: Oma, Growing Up Janet Rose Fappiano Brady, 2010-02-17 Janet
frequently was asked by her curious grandchildren: “What was it like growing up, Oma, when you
were a little girl?” She realized that as a 100% Italian American, she was obligated to teach her
eleven “Chickies” about their proud heritage. Therefore, she decided to ensure that each Chickie
should—and would—learn not only about Oma’s growing-up days, but also about heroic ancestors
leaving their homeland and coming to America to make a better life for their yet-to-be-born progeny.

growing up in the 1940s: Reflections on Exile Edward W. Said, 2025-10-21 From one of the
world's most beloved and respected public intellectuals comes a collection of essays examining
culture, the literary canon, and the ever-shifting terrain of history This is surely a major work,
among the most provocative and cogent accounts of culture and the humanities that America has
produced in recent years.—Martha C. Nussbaum, The New York Times Book Review Edward W.
Said’s writings have transformed the field of literary studies. In this bracing collection of essays, one
of the most beloved and respected public intellectuals of our time examines culture, the literary
canon, and the ever-shifting terrain of history. Said’s topics are many and diverse, from the
Hollywood heroics of Tarzan to the machismo of Ernest Hemingway to the shades of difference that
divide Alexandria and Cairo. In the title essay, the widely admired Reflections on Exile, he weighs
his own estrangement from his home country and the fate of the Palestinian people against the
literary canon’s most romanticized fugitives. “What could be more intransigent than the conflict
between Zionist Jews and Arab Palestinians?” Said asks. “Palestinians feel that they have been
turned into exiles by the proverbial people of exile.” The culmination of thirty-five years of
scholarship, Reflections on Exile and Other Essays is an invigorating and life-affirming achievement,
a work of intellectual, emotional, and moral rigor.

growing up in the 1940s: Growing Up in America N. Ray Hiner, Joseph M. Hawes, 1985
Growing Up in America offers substantial and dramatic evidence that the history of childhood has



come of age. Its authors demonstrate the breadth and depth of interest, as well as high quality of
work, in a field that is finally attracting the attention it deserves. Strongly influenced by new social
history and its concern for the powerless and inarticulate, Growing Up in America provides
illuminating insights on children from infancy to adolescence and from the colonial period to
present. The very title of this fine and enormously instructive anthology of essays makes its quiet but
important point---that children grow up in a particular nation, rather than in a family or home
isolated from the influence of social, cultural, political, and historical forces. . .. An admirably
diverse and instructive collection. -- Georgia Historical Quarterly

growing up in the 1940s: Caring and Doing for Others Alice S. Rossi, 2001-05 From all
sides we hear that Americans are becoming increasingly self-absorbed and disconnected, and that
our interest in social and civic responsibility is on the decline. A more encouraging profile emerges
in this study of Americans at work, at home with their families, and in their communities. The book is
based on a national, representative survey of more than 3,000 Americans aged 25 to 74—plus
in-depth interviews with adults drawn from the survey—to find out what Americans mean by social
responsibility. The book explores the extent to which adults contribute time to caregiving, social
support, and financial assistance to family members; the time given to volunteer work and financial
contributions to various causes, charities, and organizations; and how these contributions are
affected by job obligations. A major focus is on age and gender differences, which shows midlife to
be a transitional time when civic activities increase as family obligations decline. All told, the study
adds a hopeful new voice to the overwhelmingly negative debate about the current state of our civic
and social lives.

growing up in the 1940s: Trouble Showed the Way Claire C. Robertson, 1997 Relates women's
involvement in the staples trade to enhanced self-confidence, the rise of women's organizations, and
changes in government policies. Examining this commodity, often taken for granted like the women
traders, the author suggests other areas of exploration - women developing new relationships to
their world.

growing up in the 1940s: South Shore Days 1940's & '50's Gerald Lewis, 2009-05-01 This is
a personal memoir of good times in Chicago back in the days when candy bars and White Castles
cost a mere 5 cents. Chicago is a city of neighborhoods, whether you are talking about Chinatown,
Canaryville, Bridgeport, Beverly, South Chicago, Bronzeville, Hyde Park, Woodlawn or Englewood.
This story takes place in the old South Shore neighborhood nestled on Lake Michigan between
Jackson Park to the north and the booming steel mills to the south. My cousin, Dr. Bruce Hannon of
the University of Illinois, used to say, Good people make a good place good and South Shore was one
of those places...

growing up in the 1940s: Clogs and Bare Feet Rosemary van den Berg, 2010-01-08

growing up in the 1940s: Enduring Vietnam James Wright, 2024-07-02 This powerful and
heartbreaking history of the Vietnam War looks not only at the conflict but the generation caught up
in its horrors and consequences ( Booklist ). The Vietnam War is largely recalled as a mistake, either
in the decision to engage there or in the nature of the engagement. Or both. Veterans of the war
remain largely anonymous figures, accomplices in the mistake. Critically recounting the steps that
led to the war, this book does not excuse the mistakes, but it brings those who served out of the
shadows. Enduring Vietnam recounts the experiences of the young Americans who fought in
Vietnam and of families who grieved those who did not return. The book describes the baby boomers
growing up in the 1950s, why they went into the military, what they thought of the war, what it was
like to serve in Nam, and to come home. With a rich narrative of the Battle for Hamburger Hill, and
through substantial interviews with those who served, the book depicts the cruelty of this war, and
its quiet acts of courage. James Wright's Enduring Vietnam provides an important dimension to the
profile of an American generation and a rich account of an American War.

growing up in the 1940s: The Nurture of Nature Sharon Wall, 2010-01-01 Thousands of
children attended summer camps in twentieth-century Ontario. Did parents simply want a break, or
were broader developments at play? The Nurture of Nature explores the history of summer camps



and sheds light on a wider phenomenon: the divided consciousness that informs modern
assumptions about nature, technology, and identity. Wall examines how two competing tendencies -
antimodern nostalgia and modern sensibilities about the landscape, child rearing, and identity -
played out in the camp’s interaction with nature, its class and gendered dimensions, its engagement
with emerging ideologies of childhood, and in the politics of race inherent in its Indian
programming. The Nurture of Nature offers a fascinating discussion of the summer camp’s
contribution to modern social life that will appeal to students and practitioners of the history of
childhood, the natural environment, and recreation or anyone who has been packed off to camp and
wants to explore why.

growing up in the 1940s: A Companion to Mexican History and Culture William H. Beezley,
2011-03-16 A Companion to Mexican History and Culture features 40 essays contributed by
international scholars that incorporate ethnic, gender, environmental, and cultural studies to reveal
a richer portrait of the Mexican experience, from the earliest peoples to the present. Features the
latest scholarship on Mexican history and culture by an array of international scholars Essays are
separated into sections on the four major chronological eras Discusses recent historical
interpretations with critical historiographical sources, and is enriched by cultural analysis, ethnic
and gender studies, and visual evidence The first volume to incorporate a discussion of popular
music in political analysis This book is the receipient of the 2013 Michael C. Meyer Special
Recognition Award from the Rocky Mountain Conference on Latin American Studies.

growing up in the 1940s: Growing Up Neil Sutherland, 1997-01-01 By laying out the
structure of children's lives and their childhood experiences in such settings as the home, the
classroom, the church, and on streets and in the playground, the author describes how
English-Canadian children grew up in 'modern' Canada.

growing up in the 1940s: A Civilising Mission? Judith A. Simon, Linda Tuhiwai Smith, 2001
This book offers an important contribution both to Maori history and to the history of the indigenous
peoples.

growing up in the 1940s: Women and the Sikh Diaspora in California Nicole Ranganath,
2024-05-31 This book charts the transoceanic history of South Asian women in California through
their speech and songs across the twentieth century. Nicole Ranganath reimagines the history of the
South Asian diaspora through an examination of gender and the dynamic interplay of water and land
in the cultural history of Sikhs, a faith and cultural community that emerged in the Punjab region of
north South Asia over 550 years ago. It shows how the history and music of transoceanic
communities, in this case Sikhs, spilled beyond the boundaries of regions, empires and nation-states.
It emphasizes the heterogeneity of the South Asia diaspora by uncovering the distinct history of
women’s migration experiences, as well as an alternative oceanic imaginary among Sikhs that
envisions unity in the cosmos. It foregrounds the pivotal role that women played in transforming
Sikh communities in California through songs and female affinities. Based on six years of fieldwork
in rural northern California, it explores song as a window into the interior lives of Sikh women
through their performance of diverse genres: gadar anti-colonial songs, folk music, hymns, and
autobiographical songs. This sonic history of South Asian women in the diaspora dislodges dominant
paradigms in diaspora studies and oceanic humanities that depict men as mobile and women as
stationary. Women and the Sikh Diaspora in California will interest scholars of migration, South Asia
and South Asian American studies, oceanic humanities, Sikh studies, music, and women’s studies. It
is also essential reading for anyone who is curious about global music and migration, as well as Sikh
history.
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