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constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of
the workgroup on constructive christian theology offers a fresh, dynamic way
of engaging with timeless theological questions. This initiative breathes new
life into traditional Christian doctrines by addressing them through the lens
of modern experience, culture, and scholarship. It’s a movement that invites
both scholars and laypeople alike to reconsider familiar ideas, not by
discarding the past, but by constructing a theology that speaks meaningfully
to today’s world.

In this article, we’ll explore what makes constructive theology distinct, why
the Workgroup on Constructive Christian Theology has championed this
approach, and how it revitalizes classic themes in contemporary contexts.
Along the way, we’ll delve into related concepts such as contextual theology,
theological method, and the dialogue between tradition and innovation.

Understanding Constructive Theology: What Sets
It Apart?

At its core, constructive theology is committed to engaging the Christian
tradition in a way that is both faithful and forward-looking. Unlike purely
historical or dogmatic theology, which might focus on explaining or
preserving established doctrines, constructive theology actively seeks to
rebuild or reimagine theological claims so they resonate with current
realities.

This approach is deeply interdisciplinary, drawing from philosophy, ethics,
cultural studies, and other fields to enrich theological reflection. It’s not
merely academic; it’s practical and deeply connected to lived experience. The
goal is to offer a theology that is credible and compelling for contemporary
believers and society at large.

The Role of the Workgroup on Constructive Christian



Theology

The Workgroup on Constructive Christian Theology is a collaborative network
of theologians who have taken on the mission to explore and promote this
innovative approach. Their project embodies a shared commitment to rethinking
classic Christian themes—such as Christology, ecclesiology, and
soteriology—through fresh perspectives that address pressing social, ethical,
and spiritual concerns.

By fostering dialogue and producing scholarly works, conferences, and
publications, the Workgroup encourages theologians to constructively engage
with tradition while responding to contemporary challenges like secularism,
pluralism, and social justice.

Classic Themes Reimagined: How Constructive
Theology Engages Tradition

One of the most exciting aspects of the project on constructive theology a
contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the workgroup on
constructive christian theology is how it revitalizes core doctrines. These
themes have shaped Christian thought for centuries, yet they often require
reinterpretation to remain meaningful.

Christology in a Contemporary Context

Traditional Christology has focused heavily on the nature and person of Jesus
Christ, often emphasizing metaphysical attributes. Constructive theology
invites us to explore Christ’s significance in ways that resonate with modern
questions about identity, embodiment, and social justice.

For example, theologians today might examine how Jesus’ life and teachings
challenge systemic oppression or provide a model for ethical leadership. This
approach makes Christology not just a topic of theological speculation but a
living framework for engaging the world.

Ecclesiology and Community in a Changing World

The doctrine of the Church is another classic theme that constructive
theology reinterprets with fresh insight. In an era marked by cultural shifts
and globalization, questions about the nature, purpose, and mission of the
Church are more urgent than ever.

Constructive theology encourages us to think about the Church as a dynamic
community that must respond creatively to diversity, technology, and social



fragmentation. The Workgroup’s project highlights how ecclesiology can be
both rooted in tradition and open to new forms of fellowship and witness.

Soteriology: Salvation Beyond Traditional Boundaries

Salvation, or soteriology, remains central to Christian theology, but
constructive thinkers often challenge narrow or exclusive understandings. The
contemporary approach emphasizes salvation as a holistic process involving
liberation, healing, and transformation, not just individual redemption.

This expanded view resonates with global concerns about justice, ecology, and
reconciliation, offering a theology that speaks to the whole person and
society at large.

Key Principles in Constructive Theology

What practical guidelines does constructive theology follow? Understanding
these principles helps clarify why it’s such a compelling approach.

e Contextuality: Theology must be attentive to the cultural, social, and
historical contexts in which it is done.

e Interdisciplinarity: Constructive theology draws on insights from
various academic disciplines to enrich its reflections.

e Constructiveness: Rather than simply critiquing or interpreting, it aims
to build coherent and relevant theological frameworks.

e Engagement with Tradition: It respects and learns from historical
Christian thought but is not bound by it.

e Practical Relevance: Theological ideas should inform and transform
Christian life and practice.

These principles guide theologians in their work within the project of the
Workgroup on Constructive Christian Theology, ensuring that their
contributions are both faithful and innovative.

The Impact of the Workgroup’s Project on
Contemporary Theology



By fostering a vibrant dialogue between past and present, the Workgroup on
Constructive Christian Theology’s project has significantly influenced
theological education and scholarship. Seminaries and universities
increasingly incorporate constructive approaches into their curricula,
encouraging students to think critically and creatively about faith.

Moreover, this project has contributed to making theology more accessible and
relevant beyond academic circles. Churches, ministry leaders, and lay
Christians benefit from theological insights that speak directly to
contemporary issues like racial justice, gender equality, and ecological
stewardship.

Challenges and Opportunities

While constructive theology offers exciting possibilities, it also faces
challenges. Balancing respect for tradition with innovation can be delicate,
and there is always the risk of alienating those who prefer more conservative
theological approaches.

Nevertheless, the openness and flexibility inherent in constructive theology
create opportunities for richer, more inclusive conversations. The
Workgroup’s collaborative model exemplifies how diverse voices can contribute
to a shared project of theological renewal.

Exploring Constructive Theology Further

For those interested in diving deeper into constructive theology a
contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the workgroup on
constructive christian theology, there are several ways to engage:

e Read foundational texts: Look for books and articles published by
members of the Workgroup, which often outline the principles and
applications of constructive theology.

e Attend conferences and seminars: Many academic and church-related events
focus on constructive theology, offering opportunities for learning and
discussion.

e Join study groups: Local or online communities can provide a supportive
environment to explore these themes collaboratively.

» Reflect and apply: Consider how constructive theology can shape your own
faith journey and community involvement.



By engaging with this project, believers and scholars alike can participate
in a meaningful renewal of Christian thought that honors tradition while
embracing the future.

Constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of
the workgroup on constructive christian theology represents a vibrant and
necessary movement within modern Christian discourse. It invites us all to
rethink, rebuild, and reimagine theology in ways that are deeply connected to
the complexities and hopes of our time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Constructive Theology: A Contemporary
Approach to Classic Themes' about?

It is a scholarly work that explores traditional Christian theological themes
through a modern, constructive lens, aiming to engage contemporary issues
while reinterpreting classic doctrines.

Who contributed to 'Constructive Theology: A
Contemporary Approach to Classic Themes'?

The book is a collaborative project by the Workgroup on Constructive
Christian Theology, which includes various theologians and scholars
specializing in constructive theology.

What does 'constructive theology' mean in this
context?

Constructive theology refers to an approach that seeks to rethink and
reformulate Christian doctrines in ways that are relevant to modern contexts,
rather than simply repeating traditional teachings.

How does this book differ from traditional
systematic theology?

Unlike traditional systematic theology that often focuses on dogmatic
formulations, this book emphasizes a dynamic, dialogical process that
incorporates contemporary insights from culture, philosophy, and other
disciplines.

What are some classic themes addressed in the book?

The book addresses classic theological themes such as God, Christology,



salvation, the church, and eschatology, reinterpreted through contemporary
perspectives.

Why is the workgroup's approach considered
contemporary?

The workgroup integrates current philosophical trends, social issues, and
interdisciplinary methods to make theology relevant to today's diverse and
pluralistic world.

Who is the intended audience for this book?

The book is aimed at theologians, seminary students, clergy, and lay readers
interested in modern theological reflection and constructive approaches to
Christian faith.

Does the book engage with other religious or secular
perspectives?

Yes, the book often dialogues with other religious traditions and secular
philosophies to enrich its constructive theological project and foster
interfaith and interdisciplinary understanding.

How can 'Constructive Theology' contribute to
contemporary Christian practice?

By offering fresh interpretations of doctrine, it can help Christians address
modern ethical, social, and spiritual challenges in ways that are faithful
yet innovative.

Is this book suitable for someone new to theology?

While the book is scholarly, it is designed to be accessible to readers with
some background in theology or religious studies and can serve as an
introduction to constructive theological methods.

Additional Resources

Constructive Theology: A Contemporary Approach to Classic Themes — A Project
of the Workgroup on Constructive Christian Theology

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of
the workgroup on constructive christian theology represents a significant
endeavor in the ongoing evolution of Christian theological discourse. This
project seeks to revisit and reimagine traditional theological themes through
a modern lens, engaging critically with the past while addressing the
pressing spiritual and ethical challenges of the present. As theological



scholarship continues to diversify, the Workgroup on Constructive Christian
Theology has positioned itself at the forefront of this movement, emphasizing
a method that is both rigorous and responsive to contemporary contexts.

The initiative’s foundation rests on the conviction that theology must not
remain static or confined to historical formulations. Instead, it should be
dynamic, dialogical, and constructive-building upon classic doctrines and
insights to formulate new understandings that resonate with today'’s believers
and thinkers. This article delves into the contours of this project,
examining its methodology, thematic areas, and broader implications for
theological scholarship and ecclesial practice.

Understanding Constructive Theology in
Contemporary Context

Constructive theology, as framed by the Workgroup on Constructive Christian
Theology, is not merely an academic exercise but a vital re-engagement with
Christian tradition that takes seriously the complexities of the modern
world. Unlike purely historical or systematic theology, constructive theology
aims to creatively reinterpret and reformulate core doctrines such as the
nature of God, Christology, soteriology, and ecclesiology. This approach is
particularly valuable in an age marked by pluralism, scientific advancement,
and sociopolitical upheaval.

By emphasizing a constructive approach, the Workgroup encourages theologians
to move beyond mere critique or description. Instead, the focus is on
generating coherent, meaningful theological narratives that address
contemporary issues such as social justice, ecology, gender, and interfaith
dialogue. This method is inherently interdisciplinary, drawing insights from
philosophy, cultural studies, and even the natural sciences, thereby
enriching theological reflection with diverse perspectives.

The Role of Classic Themes in Modern Constructive
Theology

At the heart of the project lies a commitment to classic theological themes,
which serve as both anchors and points of departure. The Workgroup recognizes
that concepts like the Trinity, incarnation, grace, and eschatology have
shaped Christian identity for centuries. However, these themes require
reinterpretation to maintain relevance. For instance, the doctrine of the
Trinity might be explored in light of contemporary understandings of
relationality and community, while the notion of incarnation can be revisited
with attention to embodiment and materiality in a postmodern context.

This re-engagement is not about discarding tradition but about demonstrating
its ongoing vitality. By dialoguing with historical theology, constructive



theology avoids the pitfalls of relativism or solipsism, offering instead a
robust framework capable of addressing 21lst-century questions. Such a
synthesis also allows for constructive critique, where problematic elements
of tradition—such as exclusivist or patriarchal readings—can be thoughtfully
challenged and reinterpreted.

Methodological Features of the Workgroup’s
Project

The Workgroup on Constructive Christian Theology employs a distinctive
methodology that balances fidelity to tradition with openness to innovation.
Their approach is characterized by several key features:

e Interdisciplinarity: Engaging with fields outside theology, such as
ethics, cultural theory, and natural sciences, to enrich theological
insights.

e Contextual Awareness: Attending to the diverse cultural, social, and
political contexts in which theology is practiced and understood.

» Dialogical Engagement: Encouraging conversations across denominational,
cultural, and academic boundaries to foster mutual understanding and
growth.

e Constructive Reformulation: Moving beyond critique to develop coherent
theological proposals that speak to contemporary realities.

This methodology stands in contrast to more traditional approaches that might
prioritize doctrinal purity or historical orthodoxy over adaptability and
relevance. By integrating these elements, the project aims to produce
theology that is both intellectually rigorous and practically applicable.

Comparative Perspectives: Constructive Theology vs.
Systematic and Historical Theology

To appreciate the distinctiveness of constructive theology, it is helpful to
compare it with related theological disciplines:

1. Historical Theology: Focuses on tracing the development of doctrines
over time, emphasizing fidelity to historical contexts and figures.
While valuable for understanding tradition, it may not always address
contemporary concerns directly.



2. Systematic Theology: Seeks to organize theological doctrines into a
coherent system, often prioritizing logical consistency and doctrinal
completeness. It can sometimes be rigid or less responsive to changing
contexts.

3. Constructive Theology: Bridges the gap by drawing on historical and
systematic insights but prioritizes creative engagement with present-day
issues, aiming to formulate theology that is both rooted and relevant.

This comparative lens highlights why the Workgroup’s project is particularly
suited to address the demands of modern faith communities and academic
inquiry.

Implications and Challenges of Constructive
Theology Today

The project of constructive theology as articulated by the Workgroup carries
significant implications for both theology as an academic discipline and for
the lived experience of faith communities. On the one hand, it offers new
pathways for theological scholarship that can engage meaningfully with
pressing global concerns, such as climate change, racial justice, and gender
equality. On the other hand, it challenges churches and theologians to
reconsider inherited doctrines and practices, fostering a more inclusive and
dialogical faith.

However, this approach also faces notable challenges:

e Maintaining Balance: Ensuring that creative reinterpretation does not
lead to theological relativism or dilution of core Christian
convictions.

e Institutional Resistance: Navigating the tensions that arise when
traditional ecclesiastical authorities resist changes prompted by
constructive theological insights.

e Complexity of Interdisciplinary Engagement: Managing the demands of
integrating diverse academic disciplines without losing theological
identity or clarity.

Despite these challenges, the constructive theology project remains a vital
endeavor that promises to enrich the broader theological landscape.



Future Directions and Scholarly Contributions

Looking ahead, the Workgroup on Constructive Christian Theology envisions
continued expansion of this project through collaborative research,
publications, and academic conferences. The development of constructive
theological frameworks that address emerging cultural and scientific
developments will remain a priority. Moreover, fostering partnerships with
global theologians and faith leaders will likely enhance the project’s reach
and impact.

Several recent publications emerging from the Workgroup demonstrate a
commitment to these goals, offering fresh perspectives on issues like
ecological theology, postcolonial interpretations of scripture, and the
intersection of theology and technology. These contributions not only advance
theological scholarship but also provide practical resources for faith
communities seeking to navigate contemporary challenges with theological
depth.

The project’s ongoing dialogue between tradition and innovation exemplifies a
constructive theological ethos—one that refuses to be confined by the past
yet honors its foundational role in shaping Christian identity.

In sum, constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a
project of the workgroup on constructive christian theology articulates a
vibrant and necessary shift within Christian theology. By creatively engaging
with enduring themes through rigorous, interdisciplinary, and contextually
aware methods, this project fosters theological reflection that is both
faithful to tradition and responsive to the complexities of the modern world.
As this work continues to unfold, it holds significant promise for enriching
theological discourse and deepening the spiritual lives of Christian
communities worldwide.

Constructive Theology A Contemporary Approach To Classic
Themes A Project Of The Workgroup On Constructive
Christian Theology

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Constructive Theology Serene Jones, Paul
Lakeland, 2005-01-01 Coordinated by Serene Jones of Yale Divinity School and Paul Lakeland of
Fairfield University, fifty of North America's top teaching theologians (members of the Workgroup
on Constructive Christian Theology) have devised a text that allows students to experience the
deeper point of theological questions, to delve into the fractures and disagreements that figured in
the development of traditional Christian doctrines, and to sample the diverse and conflicting
theological voices that vie for allegiance today.
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constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: A Taste of God T. van den Hoogen, 2011 In the
course of the 20th century, a new worldview has arisen in Western society and culture that is
defined in this book as immanent mysticism. Several major philosophers are sensitive to such a
sense of immanent mysticism. The same sensitivity is noticeable in the works of poets, painters, and
other artists. It expresses the desire for transforming the way to meaningful living. A Taste of God
shows that theological research programs are innovated by insights from aesthetics and studies of
spirituality. The book's research indicates that contemporary Western culture requires a reframing
of foundational theology. (Series: Nijmegen Studies in Theology - Vol. 3)

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Transformative Lutheran Theologies Mary ]J.
Streufert, 2010-09-01 The first of its kind, this book is a systematic representation of Lutheran
feminist, womanist, and mujerista theologies: systematic, in that it addresses classical loci of
systematic theology; contemporary, in that it is resoundingly constructive and relevant for the
contemporary church; and feminist, in that the contributors write from a feminist perspective
although they reflect a variety of positions within feminist discourse.

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Socio-Cultural and Religious Conflicts and
the Future of Nigeria Lotanna Olisaemeka, 2022-12-10 With the prevailing violent conflict
situation of our world, perpetuated sometimes even in the name of religion, humanity today faces
extinction. To reverse this ugly trend, humanity has no choice than to build a society where every
tribe and tongue can coexist in peace. This work analyzed the violent conflicts from anthropological,
behavioral, politico-philosophical, and theological perspectives, and makes a demand on humanity to
save herself through proper education and dialogue with all men and religions. Lotanna Olisaemeka
is a researcher in Missiology affiliated with the Philosophisch-Theologische Hochschule, Vallendar,
Germany.

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: American Book Publishing Record , 2003

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: The Book Review Digest , 2006

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Constructive Theology Serene Jones, Paul
Lakeland (s.j.), 2005

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Constructing Constructive Theology Jason A.
Wyman Jr., 2017-07-15 To date, constructive theology hasn’t been viewed or conceptualized as a
movement or trend in theology on its own as a whole. Questions arise as to what constructive
theology is, where it came from, why it considers itself “constructive,” and why constructive is
something different from the ways in which theology has been done in the past. This book traces the
overall historical arc of constructive theology, from proto-movement through the present. Inklings of
constructive theology emerged well before it began to take any formalized shape. At the same time,
an important shift occurred when a group of theologians decided to create the Workgroup on
Constructive Theology. Further, even as the workgroup continues to work collectively, producing
textbooks, statements, and methodologies concerning theology, many theologians who are not part
of the workgroup or may not even know it exists have adopted the moniker of “constructive
theologian.” The book also considers the term “constructive” itself, offering possible reasons and
historical contexts that led to this distinction being made in contrast to “systematic” theology and its
subcategories. Constructive theology speaks to a very specific, historically situated emergence in the
academy generally and in theology’s attempts to engage those shifts specifically.

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: What is Constructive Theology? Marion Grau,



Jason Wyman, 2020-10-29 This essential introduction to contemporary constructive theology charts
the most important disciplinary trends of the moment. It gives a historical overview of the field and
discusses key hermeneutical and methodological concerns. The contributors apply a constructive
perspective to a wide range of approaches, ranging from biblical hermeneutics and postcolonial
studies to comparative, political, and black theology. What is Constructive Theology? shows how
diverse and interdisciplinary constructive theology can be by exploring key themes in the field. The
contributors explore the porous boundaries between Christianity and other religions, reflect on
contextual, liberation and constructive theologies from Africa and from Black British perspectives,
explore the connection between embodiment, epistemology and hermeneutics, and take a
constructive approach to the dangerous memories and theologies of colonial histories in Belgium
and Native Americans in the United States. This sampler of the field will help you rethink theologies
and find constructive alternatives.

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: In Face of Mystery Gordon D. Kaufman, 1993 In
the symbolic world of Christianity, which millions have inhabited for centuries, is there room for
modern and postmodern life--for today's real world of cultural relativism and religious pluralism, of
scientific knowledge and historical understanding? In Face of Mystery draws these two worlds
together in a full-scale reconception of Christian theology. Theology, Gordon Kaufman suggests, is
an imaginative construction, the creation of a symbolic world for ordering life. As it has been
constructed, so it can be reconstructed, and Kaufman does so in a way that clarifies both the historic
roots and the present-day applications of Christian symbolism. He works with a biohistorical
interpretation of human life, one that portrays humanity as a product of biological evolution and
historical development. While taking account of cultural and religious pluralism, and while providing
criteria for making comparative assessments and judgments, this interpretation of human historical
existence also situates human beings--with their capacities for freedom and creativity--within the
ecological wed that sustains all life. Human beings, Kaufman argues, have created religious
symbolism as a necessary part of their attempt to orient themselves in the world. He shows how
Christianity, as a system of symbols, has figured in this effort, and he carefully examines the
separate elements of the Christian perspective--foremost among them, God. How does the concept of
God, as an ultimate point of reference, enhance our understanding of today's world; and how does
the symbol Christ qualify this concept? The answers Kaufman proposes clarify the changing
relevance of the symbolic world of Christianity. Firmly embedded in physical and social science and
in the tradition of American pragmatism, this thorough reconception of a Christian worldview offers
insight into the most basic questions confronting humanity today--questions of value, meaning, and
self-identity.

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Christ and Reconciliation Veli-Matti Krkkinen,
2013-05-26 In Christ and Reconciliation Veli-Matti Karkkainen develops a constructive Christology
and theology of salvation in dialogue with the best of Christian tradition, with contemporary
theology in its global and contextual diversity, and with other major living faiths. Karkkainen's
Constructive Christian Theology for the Pluralistic World is a five-volume project that aims to
develop a new approach to and method of doing Christian theology in our pluralistic world at the
beginning of the third millennium. Topics such as diversity, inclusivity, violence, power, cultural
hybridity, and justice are part of the constructive theological discussion along with classical topics
such as the messianic consciousness, incarnation, atonement, and the person of Christ. With the
metaphor of hospitality serving as the framework for his discussion, Karkkainen engages Judaism,
Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism in sympathetic and critical mutual dialogue while remaining
robustly Christian in his convictions. Never before has a full-scale doctrinal theology been attempted
in such a wide and deep dialogical mode.

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Constructive Christian Theology in the



Worldwide Church William R. Barr, 1997

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: The Constructive Promise of Schleiermacher's
Theology Shelli M. Poe, 2021-04-08 This volume demonstrates how Friedrich Schleiermacher's
thought can be used to address contemporary doctrinal refinement and development. Taking a
constructive approach, Shelli M. Poe weaves Schleiermacher's theology together with current
scholarship in feminism, womanism, ecotheology, and queer theology. While Schleiermacher is
widely acclaimed as the progenitor of modern theology, Poe is one of the first to use his work as a
springboard to refine contemporary doctrine. This book demonstrates the promise of
Schleiermacher's mature work for contemporary constructive forms of theology.

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Contentio Veritatis Hastings Rashdall, William
Ralph Inge, Herbert Louis Wild, Charles Fox Barney, William Cartwright Allen, Alexander James
Carlyle, 1902

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: In Face of Reality Thomas A. James, 2011-04-01
This study of the work of noted liberal theologian Gordon Kaufman tracks his career from his first
published book, Relativism, Knowledge, and Faith (1960) through his 2006 book, Jesus and
Creativity, in light of recent conversations about divine action and modern scientific knowledge.
James interprets Kaufman's mature position as a sophisticated reconstruction of divine activity that
makes use of recent scientific theory and its naturalistic assumptions in order to revitalize a
theocentric frame of reference rooted in classical theological tradition. Though there are costs to be
paid in the construction of a theology of radical naturalism, particularly with respect to the relation
between divine action and the human good, Kaufman's program offers a distinctive way forward.
After developing a critical analysis of the limitations and possibilities of Kaufman's mature position,
James suggests that a christological reconsideration of the meaning of human flourishing offers the
prospect of an even more radically naturalistic and theocentric theology.

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Contentio Veritatis , 1907

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: The Dialogic Evangelical Theology of
Veli-Matti Karkkainen Peter Goodwin Heltzel, Patrick Oden, Amos Yong, 2022-02-21 In this book,
established scholars from different religions, regions, and disciplines continue the dialogue that
Veli-Matti Karkkainen began in his A Constructive Christian Theology for the Pluralistic World series
and respond to his work in light of their diverse expertise and context. Each of the three parts
focuses on a key area of Karkkainen’s engaging work: 1) highlighting how his method shaped each
volume, 2) highlighting his commitment to global perspectives, and 3) highlighting his interreligious
and interdisciplinary dialogue partners. Together, these essays seek to deepen and extend the
impact of Karkkainen'’s work, taking it seriously as a substantive model for contemporary systematic
theology in listening and engaging with this world.

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Constructive Theology, and what it Means to
Christianity Aaron Graham, 2008

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Theology and the Arts Ruth Illman, W. Alan
Smith, 2013-06-07 This book brings the emerging fields of practical theology and theology of the
arts into a dialogue beyond the bias of modern systematic and constructive theology. The authors
draw upon postmodern, post-secular, feminist, liberation, and dialogical/dialectical philosophy and
theology, and their critiques of the narrow modern emphases on reason and the scientific method, as
the model for all knowledge. Such a practical theology of the arts focuses the work of theology on
the actual practices that engage the arts in their various forms as the means of interpreting and




understanding the nature of the communities and their members, as well as the mechanisms
through which these communities engage in transformative work, to make persons and
neighborhoods whole. This book presents its theological claims through the careful analysis of
several stories of communities around the world that have engaged in transformational practices
through a specific art form, investigating communities from Europe, the Middle East, South
America, and the U.S. The case studies explored include Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Druze,
indigenous, and sometimes agnostic subjects, involved in visual art, music, dance, theatre,
documentary film, and literature. Theology and the Arts demonstrates that the challenges of a
postmodern and post-secular context require a fundamental rethinking of theology that focuses on
discrete practices of faithful communities, rather than one-dimensional theories about religion.

constructive theology a contemporary approach to classic themes a project of the
workgroup on constructive christian theology: Postmodern Theologies Terrence W. Tilley,
John Christopher Edwards, Tami England, H. Frederick Felice, Stuart Kendall, 2005-06-30 An
introduction and evaluation of contemporary approaches to theology, 'Postmodern Theologies' sets
out to discern movements shaping the postmodern study of religion in a unique collaborative venture
born of a postgraduate seminar at Florida State University. While some might say that theology after
the death of God is like biology after the end of life - a discipline without a subject - 'Postmodern
Theologies' identifies four general patterns of postmodernisms in theology today: constructive
theologies (with Helmut Peukert, David Ray Griffin, and David Tracy cited as examples);
postmodernisms of dissolution (Thomas ]J. J. Altizer, Mark C. Taylor, and Edith Wyschogrod);
postliberal theologies (George Lindbeck); and communal praxis (exemplified by Gustavo Gutierrez
and other Latin American theologians, and James Wm. McClendon and Sharon Welch among North
Americans). These theologies eschew debates on traditional religious foundations to define true
religion as the result of - rather than the impetus to - living one's beliefs. As these disparate
approaches to theology are not directly comparable, the final chapter of 'Postmodern Theologies'
instead analyzes how each one accounts for the plurality of religions. Exploring the postmodern
strategies for coping with one of the most difficult questions in any theological age offers a
fascinating way to assess their inherent strengths and weaknesses.
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