
civil society civil religion andrew shanks
**Exploring the Intersection of Civil Society, Civil Religion, and Andrew Shanks**

civil society civil religion andrew shanks form a fascinating triad that invites us to rethink how
communities organize, believe, and engage with shared values beyond traditional institutions. These
concepts interweave to reveal the subtle ways in which societies maintain cohesion, foster collective
identity, and navigate the complex landscape of modern pluralism. Andrew Shanks, a notable scholar
and thinker, offers compelling insights into these dynamics, making his work essential for anyone
interested in the sociology of religion, political philosophy, and the role of civil society today.

Understanding Civil Society and Its Role

Civil society refers to the space where individuals and groups come together voluntarily to pursue
common interests and values outside direct government control. Think of it as the vibrant ecosystem
of non-governmental organizations, community groups, advocacy networks, charities, and even
informal social movements that contribute to social capital and democratic engagement.

The Importance of Civil Society in Modern Democracies

Civil society acts as a mediator between the individual and the state, ensuring that citizens have a
voice and can influence public affairs. It fosters social trust, encourages participation, and provides
mechanisms for accountability. In pluralistic societies, civil society is crucial for accommodating
diverse identities and beliefs, supporting dialogue, and promoting social cohesion.

Andrew Shanks emphasizes that civil society is not merely a neutral space but a dynamic arena
where values are negotiated, and public morality evolves. This perspective challenges the simplistic
notion of civil society as just a collection of interest groups, highlighting its foundational role in
maintaining a sense of shared purpose and collective responsibility.

Decoding Civil Religion: A Sociological Perspective

The concept of civil religion was first popularized by sociologist Robert Bellah, who described it as a
set of sacred beliefs, symbols, and rituals that give a religious dimension to the political life of a
nation. Civil religion transcends traditional religious boundaries and provides a unifying moral
framework that binds citizens together.

How Does Civil Religion Function in Society?

Civil religion manifests through national symbols, rituals such as inaugurations or national holidays,
and shared narratives about the nation’s founding principles and destiny. It creates a common



identity that can inspire patriotism and social solidarity without relying on any single denominational
faith.

Andrew Shanks’s exploration of civil religion adds depth by examining how civil religion operates
within a pluralistic society where multiple religious and secular worldviews coexist. He argues that
civil religion can serve as a bridge, fostering mutual respect and a shared commitment to democratic
ideals while accommodating diversity.

Andrew Shanks’s Contributions to the Dialogue on Civil
Society and Civil Religion

Andrew Shanks stands out for his nuanced approach to the relationship between civil society and civil
religion. His scholarship highlights how these concepts are interdependent and how their interplay
shapes the moral and political fabric of societies.

Key Themes in Shanks’s Work

Pluralism and Inclusion: Shanks stresses the importance of recognizing multiple voices
within civil society and civil religion, advocating for an inclusive framework that respects
differing beliefs while finding common ground.

Moral Imagination: He introduces the idea that civil religion stimulates the moral imagination
of citizens, helping them envision a just society and their role within it.

Democratic Engagement: His analysis connects civil religion with active citizenship,
suggesting that shared symbols and narratives can motivate people to participate more fully in
democratic life.

Why The Intersection Matters Today

In an era marked by increasing polarization, cultural fragmentation, and skepticism towards
institutions, the relationship between civil society and civil religion, as illuminated by Andrew Shanks,
offers valuable pathways for rebuilding trust and solidarity.

Challenges and Opportunities

Civil societies worldwide face challenges such as declining civic engagement, the rise of identity
politics, and the erosion of shared values. Civil religion, when thoughtfully cultivated, can provide a
framework for unity that respects diversity without imposing uniformity.



Shanks’s work encourages policymakers, activists, and community leaders to think creatively about
how rituals, symbols, and narratives can reinforce a sense of belonging and commitment to the
common good. This approach can help societies navigate tensions and foster resilience.

Practical Insights: Applying Shanks’s Ideas in Real-
World Contexts

For those involved in community organizing, education, or governance, understanding the synergy
between civil society and civil religion can enhance efforts to build inclusive and vibrant communities.

Promoting Inclusive Narratives: Encourage stories and symbols that resonate across
different cultural and religious groups to build shared meaning.

Facilitating Dialogue: Use civil society platforms to create spaces where diverse perspectives
on civil religion can be explored openly and respectfully.

Encouraging Civic Rituals: Support events and ceremonies that foster social cohesion and
reaffirm collective values.

Looking Forward: The Future of Civil Society and Civil
Religion

As societies continue to evolve, the insights of Andrew Shanks remind us that civil society and civil
religion are not static concepts but living processes. Their ability to adapt and respond to changing
social realities will determine how effectively communities can maintain solidarity and democratic
vitality.

The ongoing dialogue around these themes invites all of us to consider how we participate in the
public sphere, the values we uphold, and the symbols that inspire us. By engaging with these ideas
thoughtfully, we contribute to the creation of a more inclusive and cohesive society—one that honors
both individuality and common purpose.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Andrew Shanks in the context of civil society and civil
religion?
Andrew Shanks is a scholar known for his work on civil society and civil religion, exploring how these
concepts shape social and political life.



What is civil society according to Andrew Shanks?
Andrew Shanks views civil society as the realm of social life that is separate from the government and
the market, where individuals and groups come together to advance common interests and values.

How does Andrew Shanks define civil religion?
Andrew Shanks defines civil religion as the set of beliefs, symbols, and rituals that provide a religious
dimension to the political community, fostering social cohesion and shared identity.

What is the relationship between civil society and civil
religion in Andrew Shanks' work?
In Andrew Shanks' work, civil society and civil religion are interconnected, with civil religion providing
a unifying moral framework that supports the functioning and legitimacy of civil society.

Why is civil religion important in modern democratic societies
according to Andrew Shanks?
According to Andrew Shanks, civil religion is important in modern democracies because it helps create
a shared sense of purpose and values that transcend individual differences, promoting social
solidarity.

How does Andrew Shanks address the potential conflicts
within civil society?
Andrew Shanks acknowledges that civil society can be a site of conflict due to diverse interests, but
argues that civil religion can mediate these tensions by promoting common ethical commitments.

Can civil religion be inclusive according to Andrew Shanks?
Yes, Andrew Shanks argues that civil religion should be inclusive, accommodating diverse beliefs
while fostering a collective identity that supports democratic pluralism.

What role does Andrew Shanks assign to rituals in civil
religion?
Andrew Shanks emphasizes that rituals in civil religion play a crucial role in reinforcing shared values
and collective identity within civil society.

How has Andrew Shanks contributed to contemporary
debates on civil society and civil religion?
Andrew Shanks has contributed by providing a nuanced analysis of how civil religion underpins civil
society, highlighting its role in promoting social cohesion and addressing challenges in multicultural
democracies.



Additional Resources
Civil Society, Civil Religion, Andrew Shanks: An Analytical Exploration

civil society civil religion andrew shanks are terms that intersect in the study of social
philosophy, political theory, and cultural analysis. Andrew Shanks, a notable scholar in this domain,
offers a nuanced perspective on the dynamic relationship between civil society and civil religion. His
work sheds light on how these concepts function within modern democratic societies, influencing
public life, collective identity, and civic engagement.

Understanding the interplay between civil society and civil religion is critical for grasping the evolving
nature of social cohesion and political legitimacy. While civil society refers to the sphere of voluntary
associations, institutions, and networks independent of the state, civil religion denotes a set of shared
beliefs, symbols, and rituals that confer sacred meaning upon the political community. Andrew
Shanks’s contributions help clarify how these realms coalesce, clash, or complement one another in
contemporary contexts.

Defining Civil Society and Civil Religion

Civil society is broadly characterized as the “third sector” of society, distinct from government and
the market. It encompasses NGOs, grassroots movements, religious organizations, and other civic
groups that facilitate citizen participation and collective action. Civil religion, a concept popularized by
sociologist Robert Bellah, refers to the implicit religious dimension embedded in national identity and
public life. It involves the sacralization of political values and events, creating a moral framework that
binds citizens together.

Andrew Shanks’s analysis situates civil religion not as a formal religion but as a cultural phenomenon
that infuses civil society with meaning and purpose. He argues that civil religion provides the
symbolic resources necessary for civil society to foster social solidarity while navigating pluralism and
ideological differences. This perspective challenges the conventional secularist assumption that civil
society operates purely on rational or pragmatic grounds.

Andrew Shanks’s Contribution to Civil Society Theory

Shanks’s scholarship emphasizes the ethical dimension of civil society, highlighting how civil religion
acts as a mediating force between individual autonomy and communal belonging. His work
interrogates the tension between secular and religious elements within civil society, suggesting that
civil religion can serve as a unifying narrative that transcends sectarian divides.

One notable aspect of Shanks’s approach is his focus on the performative and ritualistic aspects of
civil religion. He examines how public ceremonies, commemorations, and national myths contribute
to the moral education of citizens and the reinforcement of democratic values. This performativity,
according to Shanks, is essential for sustaining a vibrant civil society capable of addressing
contemporary social challenges.



The Role of Civil Religion in Modern Democracies

Civil religion assumes a critical role in legitimizing political authority and fostering a shared sense of
purpose, especially in pluralistic societies where diverse beliefs coexist. Andrew Shanks’s insights
reveal that civil religion can help bridge societal fractures by offering a common symbolic language
that transcends particularistic interests.

However, the incorporation of civil religion into civil society is not without risks. Shanks warns against
the potential for civil religion to become exclusionary or coercive, marginalizing dissenting voices and
undermining democratic inclusivity. His analysis advocates for a balanced civil religion—one that
respects diversity and nurtures an ethical public sphere without imposing rigid orthodoxy.

Comparative Perspectives: Civil Religion Across Cultures

Shanks’s work often engages with comparative analyses, contrasting civil religion in Western
democracies with its manifestations in other cultural settings. For example, the American civil
religion, with its emphasis on liberty, providence, and national destiny, differs markedly from secular
Europe’s more restrained civil religious expressions.

This comparative lens highlights how civil society and civil religion co-evolve within specific historical
and cultural contexts. Andrew Shanks’s exploration underscores the importance of adapting civil
religious frameworks to the pluralistic realities of globalized societies to maintain their relevance and
efficacy.

Implications for Policy and Civic Engagement

The intersection of civil society and civil religion, as elucidated by Andrew Shanks, offers practical
implications for policymakers and civic leaders. Recognizing the symbolic and ethical dimensions of
civil society can enhance efforts to promote social cohesion, democratic participation, and conflict
resolution.

For instance, fostering inclusive civil religious narratives can strengthen community resilience and
encourage collective responsibility. Policymakers might leverage this understanding to support
initiatives that celebrate shared values while respecting cultural diversity, thereby avoiding the
pitfalls of sectarianism or ideological polarization.

Encouraging civic rituals that promote national unity without alienating minorities

Supporting civil society organizations that engage in ethical dialogue and bridge-building

Integrating civil religion concepts into civic education to deepen democratic awareness

These strategies align with Andrew Shanks’s vision of a civil society enriched by civil religion’s



symbolic resources, which together underpin a robust democratic polity.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its potential benefits, the concept of civil religion faces several critiques, which Shanks
acknowledges in his work. Critics argue that civil religion can mask power imbalances, perpetuate
nationalism, or be manipulated to justify exclusionary policies. Additionally, in highly secular or
multicultural societies, the sacralized elements of civil religion may lose resonance or provoke
controversy.

Andrew Shanks addresses these concerns by advocating for a reflective and pluralistic civil
religion—one that embraces critical self-awareness and ongoing negotiation among diverse social
groups. This approach seeks to harness civil religion’s integrative capacity while mitigating its
authoritarian tendencies.

The Future of Civil Society and Civil Religion in a
Changing World

In an era marked by globalization, digital communication, and shifting social dynamics, the
relationship between civil society and civil religion continues to evolve. Andrew Shanks’s scholarship
is particularly relevant in exploring how new forms of civil engagement and emerging public rituals
reshape civic identity.

The rise of social media platforms and virtual communities challenges traditional civil religious
practices but also opens opportunities for innovative expressions of collective meaning. Shanks
encourages scholars and practitioners to examine how civil religion can adapt to these changes,
sustaining civil society’s vitality amid uncertainty.

In sum, the intricate connection between civil society, civil religion, and the insights of Andrew Shanks
provides a rich framework for understanding political culture and civic life. His balanced and critical
approach invites ongoing dialogue about the role of shared values, symbolic practices, and ethical
commitments in building democratic societies that are inclusive, resilient, and reflective.

Civil Society Civil Religion Andrew Shanks

  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Civil Society, Civil Religion Andrew Shanks,
1995-09-28 Civil Society, Civil Religion d pioneers an essentially new genre of theology: a form of
pure civil d theology, on a systematic basis. It is an important and original book, in significant
respects carrying forward the debate initiated by John Milbank's Theology and Social Theory d,
albeit in a very different way.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Tensions in Christian Ethics Malcolm Brown,
2011-01-01 The book draws on the author's teaching of ethics at undergraduate and postgraduate
level for the Cambridge Theological Federation since 2000. Its purpose is to introduce the reader to
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questions in Christian ethics through a careful examination of the fundamental meta-ethical
questions posed by the 'state we're in', whether understood as a new phase of modernity or as
postmodernity. Brown draws on sources and authors from a variety of Christian traditions, and from
Britain, the U.S.A. and Europe. The book will be of use, not only to university departments and
denominational and ecumenical teaching institutions but also as a more general exposition of the
current state of ethical thinking in the Christian churches.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Theology and Civil Society Charles Pemberton,
2017-10-23 From food banks to migrant welcome committees, and community organisers to internet
based campaigners, civil society is central to the North Atlantic social landscape. Theology and Civil
Society advances our understanding of what civil society is and offers a theologically informed
re-imagining of our shared social life. Prefaced by a foreword by the Rev. Dr Rowan Williams, this
book explores contemporary manifestations of the kind of collective action observed in civil society
since the 1800s. It then examines civil society as the sum of modern associations which mediate our
relationships to the market and the state, but which cannot be identified fully with either the market
or the state. Finally, three different perspectives on civil society are presented using insights from
theologians such as John Milbank and Georg Hegel. This is a pertinent topic for contemporary
society, and it is explored expertly here by an international panel of contributors. As such, it is an
important volume for any scholar of Theology and Religious Studies and their interactions with
Sociology and Politics.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Church and Civil Society Michael Walker, Nico
Koopman, Koos Vorster, 2017-07-31 ÿ Germany and South Africa experienced drastic social
transitions with the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1986 and the end of Apartheid in 1994. This book
consists of a collection of essays from German and South African theologians who analyse the role
that religious communities had, andÿ are still playing within the respective civil societies. The
concept and texture of civil society are analysed; case studies are presented; theological
perspectives are given on the relation between church, state and civil society; and guidelines are
provided for the healing role that Christian religious communities can play in Germany and South
Africa. This book is mainly directed at theologians and scholars in religious studies, however,
sociologists and political philosophers may also find the essays informative. Besides the wide variety
of theological approaches; sociological and empirical data; and practical theological perspective, the
book also yields interesting comparative analysis on two societies in transition.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Religious Communities and Civil Society in
Europe Rupert Graf Strachwitz, 2019-08-19 The seemingly vitalizing impact of religiosity on civil
society is a research topic that has been extensively looked into, not only in the USA, but
increasingly also in a European context. What is missing is an evaluation of the role of
institutionalized religious communities, and of circumstances that facilitate or impede their status as
civil society organisations. This anthology in two volumes aims at closing this gap by providing case
studies regarding political, legal and historical aspects in various European countries. Vol. I provides
an introduction and looks at cases in Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, and Bosnia and
Herzegovina, as well as chapters on legal issues and data, and comprehensive bibliography.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Civil Society, Religion, and the Nation , 2022-05-20
Japan, Russia, and Turkey are major examples of countries with different ethnic, religious, and
cultural background that embarked on the path of modernization without having been colonized by a
Western country. In all three cases, national consciousness has played a significant role in this
context. The project of Modernity is obviously of European origin, but is it essentially European?
Does modernization imply loss of a country’s cultural or national identity? If so, what is the “fate” of
the modernization process in these cases? The presence of the idea and reality of civil society can be
considered a real marker of Modernity in this respect, because it presupposes the development of
liberalism, individualism and human rights. But are these compatible with nationalism and with the
idea of a national religion? These questions are the more pressing, as Japan is considered part of the
Western world in many respects, and Russia and Turkey are defining their relation to the European



Union in different ways. An investigation of these three countries, set off against more general
reflections, sheds light on the possibilities or limitations of modernization n a non-European context.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Foucault, Christianity and Interfaith Dialogue
Henrique Pinto, 2020-11-25 Foucault, Christianity and Interfaith Dialogue develops a new model for
interfaith dialogue using the work of the French historian of ideas, Michel Foucault. The author
argues that it is the injustice done to the 'Other' by Roman Catholic, Protestant and other centred
and unitary models of religious pluralism that allows the introduction of Foucault's de-centring of
transcendence and human reason as an alternative model for understanding religious diversity and
the role it ought to play, in the constitution of the self and the making of society. This Foucaultian
approach provides a new direction for interfaith dialogue in the modern world and leads to an
ethical rather than a nihilistic position while fostering a non-unitary theology of religious pluralism
and an open-textured process of self-transformation. The author's original and imaginative
application and expansion of Foucault's concept of the 'More' from The Archaeology of Knowledge
(1969) makes important and original contributions to academic work on Foucault and contemporary
theology.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Law, Rhetoric and Irony in the Formation of
Canadian Civil Culture Michael Dorland, Maurice René Charland, 2002-01-01 In Rhetoric, Irony,
and Law in the Formation of Canadian Civil Culture, Michael Dorland and Maurice Charland
examine how, over the roughly 400-year period since the encounter of First Peoples with Europeans
in North America, rhetorical or discursive fields took form in politics and constitution-making, in the
formation of a public sphere, and in education and language. The study looks at how these fields
changed over time within the French regime, the British regime, and in Canada since 1867, and how
they converged through trial and error into a Canadian civil culture. The authors establish a
triangulation of fields of discourse formed by law (as a technical discourse system), rhetoric (as a
public discourse system), and irony (as a means of accessing the public realm as the key pillars upon
which a civil culture in Canada took form) in order to scrutinize the process of creating a civil
culture. By presenting case studies ranging from the legal implications of the transition from French
to English law to the continued importance of the Louis Riel case and trial, the authors provide
detailed analyses of how communication practices form a common institutional culture. As scholars
of communication and rhetoric, Dorland and Charland have written a challenging examination of the
history of Canadian governance and the central role played by legal and other discourses in the
formation of civil culture.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: The Public Forum and Christian Ethics Robert
Gascoigne, 2001 This book addresses the question of the communication of Christian ethics in the
public forum of liberal, pluralist societies. Drawing on debates in philosophy, theology and
sociological theory, it relates the problem of communication to fundamental questions about the
nature of liberal societies and the identity of Christian faith and the Christian community. With
particular emphasis on Kantian and neo-Kantian ethics, it explores the link between autonomy and
community in liberal societies. The theology of communio, expressed in revealed Christian
traditions, can reconcile autonomy and community. Any Christian attempt to communicate this
vision must also reflect on Christianity's own identity, especially the ways in which its own
self-consciousness grows in critical interaction with secularity. In this light, Christian ethical
communication is both a witness to a distinctive identity, founded in the revelation of the triune God,
and a vision of universal human solidarity which can reconcile autonomy and community.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Christ and the Other Reverend Dr Graham
Adams, 2017-03-02 How should we relate to 'others' - those within a particular tradition, those of
different traditions, and those who are oppressed? In the light of these anxieties, and building on the
work of Andrew Shanks, this book offers a vision of Christ as 'the Shaken One', rooted in community
with others. Shaped through dialogue with the theologies of John Hick and Lesslie Newbigin, Adams
urges Christian communities to attend more deeply to the demands of ecumenical, dialogical and
political theologies, to embody an ever greater 'solidarity of others' - a quality of community better



demonstrating Christlike 'other-regard'.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: After the Market Malcolm Brown, 2004 The
market economy is dominant in people's lives today and undermines much Christian comment and
church practice. This book critiques much of the churches' recent work on economic issues and
proposes a renewed theological seriousness for mission in the economy.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Nations and Nationalism in the Theology of Karl
Barth Carys Moseley, 2013-01-10 Karl Barth was well-known for his criticism of German nationalism
as a corrupting influence on the German protestant churches in the Nazi era. Carys Moseley traces
how Barth reconceived nationhood in the light of a lifelong interest in the exegesis and preaching of
the Pentecost narrative in Acts 2.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Established Church Mark Chapman, Judith
Maltby, William Whyte, 2011-07-28 >
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: African Traditions in the Study of Religion,
Diaspora and Gendered Societies Ezra Chitando, 2016-04-01 The historiography of African religions
and religions in Africa presents a remarkable shift from the study of 'Africa as Object' to 'Africa as
Subject', thus translating the subject from obscurity into the global community of the academic
study of religion. This book presents a unique multidisciplinary exploration of African Traditions in
the Study of Religion, Diaspora, and Gendered Societies. The book is structured under two main
sections. The first provides insights into the interface between Religion and Society. The second
features African Diaspora together with Youth and Gender which have not yet featured prominently
in studies on religion in Africa. Contributors drawn from diverse African and global contexts situate
current scholarly traditions of the study of African religions within the purview of academic
encounter and exchanges with non-African scholars and non-African contexts. African scholars
enrich the study of religions from their respective academic and methodological orientations. Jacob
Kehinde Olupona stands out as a pioneer in the socio-scientific interpretation of African indigenous
religion and religions in Africa and the new African Diaspora. This book honours his immense
contribution to an emerging field of study and research.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: The Salt of the Earth Martyn Percy, 2016-10-06
This is a sparkling collection of essays by one of Britain's best-known and acute commentators of the
church scene and of contemporary religious life. Martyn Percy explores new liberalism, the churches
and human rights in the European Union, football and religion, pilgrimage, demonology, common
spirituality, religious attitudes to nudity, and the relationship between religion and advertising. The
argument running throughout this book is that despite claims--and the appearance--of increasing
secularity, the influence of religious themes and values on our everyday life remains pervasive.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Soultsunami Leonard Sweet, 2009-10-14 Road
rage, animal rights, cyberporn, crystal healing, doctor-assisted suicide — everywhere we look, the
signs all tell us we’re living in a post-Christian culture. Or are we? Leonard Sweet -- cultural
historian, preacher, futurist, creatologist, and preeminent thinker -- firmly believes we live today in a
pre-Christian society, fraught with challenges, dangers, critical choices, and above all, tremendous
potential for the church. The outcome will depend on our response to today’s flood of religious
pluralism that threatens to sweep us away. What will we do? Deny the reality of the incoming surge?
Hunker in the bunker, hermetically sealing ourselves in an increasingly out-of-touch church
counterculture? Or will we boldly hoist our sails, and -- looking to God for guidance and strength --
move with confidence and purpose over the waves. SoulTsunami is a fascinating, even
mind-numbing look at the implications of our changing world for the church in the 21st century.
With uncanny wisdom and trademark wit, Leonard Sweet explores ten key futuribles (precision
guesses that fall short of predictions), expanding on and relating topics ranging from the reentry of
theism and spiritual longing in contemporary society, to the impact of modern technology, to the
global renaissance, to models for the church to reach people caught in the cultural maelstrom. Here
are eye-opening perspectives on the church from within and from without — from its surrounding
society.Lively, well-written, and provocative, SoulTsunami is a clarion call for Christians to remove



their tunnel-vision glasses and take a good look at the swelling postmodern flood. It also is a voice of
encouragement, affirming the church in its role as God’s lifeboat. And it is a passionate, prophetic
guide, pointing the way to reach a world swept out to sea.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Nationhood, Providence, and Witness Carys
Moseley, 2013-11-28 In this eloquently argued work Carys Moseley provides an original angle of
criticism on the issue of nationhood and Christianity, asserting that Christianity must relate to
nationhood as the nation structure is part of God's plan for humanity. The book addresses three
major themes in the field of theology and nationhood. The first is that anti-nationalism and
anti-Zionism are often two sides of the same coin, and involve taking leave of a providential reading
of the Bible as well as a willingness to understand history in broadly providential terms. The second
is that such an approach tends to involve a reluctance to recognise subordinated Gentile nations,
especially those that have lost independence. Moseley studies the work of four theologians -
Reinhold Niebuhr, Rowan Williams, John Milbank and Karl Barth - to examine the difference
between nationhood and statehood. She provides a perspective on Wales as a stateless nation, as an
example of a Gentile parallel to Israel. Thirdly, Moseley links social theorists to the theologians to
explore their affinities. Niebuhr is paired with Mark Juergensmeyer, and Rowan Williams is
juxtaposed to the debate between Adrian Hastings and Anthon Smith. Nationhood, Recognition and
Providence will interest anyone concerned with nationhood and Israel in protestant theology, and
offers unique insights into stateless nations from the Welsh-born author's perspective.
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: The Future of Welfare Andrew R. Morton, 1997
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: Culture and Economy After the Cultural Turn
Larry Ray, Andrew Sayer, 1999-10-28 Traditionally social science treated culture as a peripheral
issue, but the last twenty years have witnessed a cultural turn throughout the social sciences.
Culture is now at the core of debate. Culture and Economy After the Cultural Turn examines the
impact of the cultural turn for the social sciences in relation to the decline of interest in economic
aspects of society. It presents a number of responses to the changing relationship between culture
and economy, and to the way in which the cultural turn has sought to understand it. Contributors
from a wide range of disciplines present differing views oon these matters in relation to issues of
political sensibilities and movements, equality and recognition, `cultural manageme
  civil society civil religion andrew shanks: The Voice of Conscience Lewis Baldwin,
2010-09-28 Martin Luther King, Jr. is celebrated widely as the quintessential model of Christian
activism in his time, but his understanding of and vision for the church has been surprisingly
neglected. In this book, Lewis V. Baldwin contends that King was fundamentally a man of the
church. Beginning with King's roots in Atlanta's Ebenezer Baptist Church, Baldwin traces the
evolution of King's attitude toward the church through his college, seminary, graduate school, and
civil rights years. The emphasis is on King's concept of the church as the voice of conscience.
Baldwin persuasively claims that King challenged the church over the need for a higher spiritual and
ethical ideal, and that King's moral leadership and eventual martyrdom did much to reestablish the
credibility of the church at a time when some theologians were declaring the death of God. Baldwin
critiques the contemporary church on the basis of King's prophetic model, and concludes by insisting
that this model, not the entrepreneurial spirituality of the contemporary megachurches, embodies
the best potential for much-needed church renewal.
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