
as a thief in the night
As a Thief in the Night: Unveiling the Mystery and Meaning

as a thief in the night is a phrase that carries a sense of suddenness, unpredictability, and often,
secrecy. You might have heard it in conversations, literature, or even in spiritual contexts, and it
usually evokes an image of something happening unexpectedly, catching people off guard. But where
does this phrase come from, and why does it resonate so deeply in our language and culture? Let’s
explore the origins, interpretations, and applications of “as a thief in the night,” and see how it shapes
our understanding of surprise, vigilance, and readiness.

The Origin of “As a Thief in the Night”

The phrase “as a thief in the night” is rooted in biblical scripture, particularly in the New Testament. It
appears in several passages, including 1 Thessalonians 5:2: “For you yourselves know perfectly that
the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.” This metaphor was used to describe the
unexpected nature of divine intervention or judgment—something that arrives without warning and
demands preparedness.

But the imagery of a thief operating under the cover of darkness is much older and more universal.
Across cultures, thieves have symbolized stealth, cunning, and the element of surprise. The darkness
of night provides the perfect backdrop for secretive actions, making the phrase both vivid and
relatable. This powerful metaphor has since transcended religious texts and found its way into
everyday language as a way to describe anything that happens suddenly or without anticipation.

Understanding the Metaphor: Why a Thief?

Why choose a thief to illustrate unexpectedness? Thieves operate under a veil of secrecy, relying on
stealth and timing to achieve their goals. They strike when their target is unprepared, often at night
when visibility is low and defenses are down. This idea perfectly captures the essence of something
happening “as a thief in the night”—an event or occurrence that slips in quietly, unnoticed until it’s
too late.

This metaphor can apply to various life situations, from sudden opportunities and challenges to
unforeseen disasters or changes. Recognizing this can help us better prepare ourselves mentally and
emotionally for the unexpected.

The Element of Surprise and Its Psychological Impact

When something happens as abruptly as a thief in the night, it can trigger a range of emotional
responses: shock, fear, confusion, or even excitement. Psychologically, humans crave predictability
and control, so being caught off guard can be unsettling.



Understanding this impact helps explain why the phrase carries a sense of urgency and caution. It
reminds us to stay alert and not take our circumstances for granted. Whether it’s in personal safety,
financial planning, or emotional readiness, being prepared for sudden changes is a vital life skill.

Applications of “As a Thief in the Night” in Modern
Language

The phrase has permeated various aspects of modern communication, from literature and music to
everyday speech. Let’s look at some contexts where it frequently appears.

In Literature and Poetry

Writers often use “as a thief in the night” to create suspense or highlight sudden plot twists. It’s a
vivid way to describe moments when characters face unexpected events—betrayals, revelations, or
crises. The phrase’s evocative nature helps readers feel the tension and urgency of those moments.

In Music and Popular Culture

Many songs incorporate this phrase or variations of it to convey themes of surprise, loss, or
impending change. In popular culture, it often symbolizes moments when life takes an unforeseen
turn, reminding listeners to cherish the present and be ready for what comes next.

In Everyday Conversation

People may use the phrase metaphorically to describe anything from unexpected visitors to sudden
changes in plans. Saying something happened “as a thief in the night” immediately conveys the
surprise element without needing a long explanation.

Lessons We Can Learn from the Phrase

Beyond its poetic and dramatic appeal, “as a thief in the night” teaches us important life lessons
about awareness, preparation, and humility.

Stay Vigilant and Prepared

Since life can change without warning, it’s wise to stay vigilant. This means not only physical
preparedness but also emotional and financial readiness. Building resilience helps us handle surprises
more effectively.



Embrace Uncertainty

While the phrase highlights suddenness, it also encourages us to accept that not everything is within
our control. Embracing uncertainty can reduce anxiety about the unknown and help us adapt more
easily when surprises occur.

Value the Present Moment

Knowing that change can come “as a thief in the night” reminds us to appreciate what we have right
now. It’s a call to live mindfully and not postpone joys or important actions.

How to Apply the Wisdom of “As a Thief in the Night”
in Daily Life

Understanding this phrase isn’t just about appreciating language—it can inspire practical habits.

Financial Planning: Unexpected expenses or emergencies can arise anytime. Having a
savings cushion or insurance can protect you from sudden financial shocks.

Personal Safety: Being aware of your surroundings and having safety measures in place can
help prevent or mitigate unexpected threats.

Mental Health: Developing emotional resilience and coping strategies prepares you to face
life’s surprises without being overwhelmed.

Relationships: Communicating openly and valuing connections ensures that sudden changes
or conflicts don’t catch you entirely off guard.

Balancing Caution with Openness

While preparing for unexpected events is important, it’s equally crucial not to live in fear. Striking a
balance between caution and openness allows you to enjoy life’s surprises without being paralyzed by
anxiety. Think of it as having an umbrella handy on a cloudy day—you’re ready if rain comes, but you
still get to enjoy the sun.

Exploring Related Expressions and Their Nuances

The English language offers several idioms and phrases that carry similar meanings or complement
the idea of something happening unexpectedly. Exploring these can deepen our appreciation for “as a



thief in the night.”

“Out of the blue”: Something happening suddenly and without warning.

“Like a bolt from the blue”: A surprising or shocking event.

“Catch someone off guard”: To surprise someone who is unprepared.

“Sudden as a flash”: Very quick and unexpected.

Each of these phrases shares the core concept of surprise but with subtle differences in tone or
context. Together, they enrich our ability to express the nuances of unexpected occurrences.

Final Thoughts on the Power of the Phrase

“As a thief in the night” remains a powerful and evocative phrase because it taps into a universal
human experience: the inevitability of surprise and change. Whether you encounter it in ancient texts
or modern conversations, it reminds us to stay alert, appreciate the moment, and face life’s
unpredictability with wisdom.

By embracing the lessons hidden in this metaphor, we can navigate life’s twists and turns with
greater confidence and grace. Next time you hear or use the phrase, you might find yourself
reflecting a little deeper on what it means to be ready for the unexpected—just like watching for a
thief in the night.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'as a thief in the night' mean?
The phrase 'as a thief in the night' means something happening unexpectedly or suddenly, without
warning.

Where does the phrase 'as a thief in the night' originate from?
The phrase originates from the Bible, specifically from 1 Thessalonians 5:2 and 2 Peter 3:10,
describing the sudden and unexpected coming of the Lord.

How is 'as a thief in the night' used in modern language?
In modern language, it is used metaphorically to describe any event or action that occurs
unexpectedly or catches people off guard.



What is the significance of 'as a thief in the night' in religious
contexts?
In religious contexts, it emphasizes the unpredictability of events like the second coming of Christ,
urging believers to be always prepared.

Can 'as a thief in the night' be used in everyday situations?
Yes, it can be used to describe any sudden or surprising occurrence, such as an unexpected visit or a
sudden change.

Are there any famous literary works that reference 'as a thief
in the night'?
Yes, many literary works and sermons reference this phrase to convey themes of suddenness and
vigilance.

How do different cultures interpret the phrase 'as a thief in
the night'?
While primarily biblical in origin, many cultures use similar expressions to convey the idea of
suddenness or unexpectedness.

Is 'as a thief in the night' always negative?
Not necessarily; while it often implies something unwelcome or surprising, it can also refer to any
unexpected event, positive or negative.

What are some synonyms for 'as a thief in the night'?
Synonyms include 'suddenly,' 'unexpectedly,' 'without warning,' and 'all of a sudden.'

How can understanding 'as a thief in the night' help in daily
life?
It can remind people to stay prepared for unexpected events and to be vigilant in various aspects of
life.

Additional Resources
**As a Thief in the Night: Unpacking the Phrase and Its Cultural Resonance**

As a thief in the night is a phrase that has permeated literature, music, religious texts, and popular
culture, evoking a sense of suddenness, stealth, and unexpected arrival. Its origins and applications
span centuries, making it a compelling subject for linguistic, cultural, and thematic analysis. In this
article, we will explore the multifaceted uses of this evocative expression, its historical roots, and how



it continues to resonate in contemporary discourse.

The Origin and Historical Context of "As a Thief in the
Night"

The phrase "as a thief in the night" primarily stems from biblical scripture, particularly from the New
Testament. It appears in several passages, such as 1 Thessalonians 5:2 and 2 Peter 3:10, where it
symbolizes the sudden and unforeseen nature of significant events, specifically the return of Christ or
the Day of Judgment. The metaphor highlights the unpredictability and urgency inherent in such
moments, reinforcing the need for vigilance and preparedness.

Beyond its biblical context, the phrase has been adopted widely in English literature and speech to
denote any event or action that occurs unexpectedly and stealthily. This versatility has allowed it to
maintain relevance across different domains, from everyday conversation to artistic expressions.

Usage in Religious Texts and Interpretations

In religious discourse, "as a thief in the night" serves as a powerful reminder of the transient nature of
life and the importance of moral readiness. The imagery of a thief—silent, sudden, and often
unwelcome—conveys a warning against complacency. This metaphor has been studied by theologians
and scholars who emphasize its role in motivating ethical living and spiritual alertness.

Additionally, the phrase’s apocalyptic undertones have influenced numerous sermons and theological
debates, often highlighting themes of judgment, redemption, and the unpredictability of divine
intervention.

Cultural Influence and Literary Applications

The expression has transcended its religious origins to find a place in secular culture. Writers and
poets have used it to evoke suspense, surprise, or the inevitability of change. Its evocative nature
makes it a preferred choice for conveying moments of abrupt transition or concealed action.

In modern literature, the phrase often appears in mystery, thriller, or crime genres, where stealth and
suddenness are key narrative elements. This aligns with the literal imagery of a thief operating under
cover of darkness, emphasizing secrecy and the unexpected.

Comparative Analysis: Similar Idioms and Expressions

The English language contains several idioms that express suddenness or stealth, such as “out of the
blue,” “under the radar,” or “caught off guard.” However, “as a thief in the night” uniquely combines
the element of surprise with a moral or cautionary undertone, stemming from its religious heritage.



This dual function distinguishes it from purely descriptive phrases, imbuing it with layers of meaning
that resonate in varied contexts. For example:

“Out of the blue” focuses solely on unexpectedness without inherent judgment.

“Under the radar” emphasizes stealth but lacks the suddenness implied by a thief’s arrival.

“Caught off guard” captures surprise but not necessarily the element of secrecy.

Thus, “as a thief in the night” occupies a unique semantic space, making it a powerful and versatile
phrase.

Modern Usage: From Music to Media

In contemporary culture, “as a thief in the night” has been embraced in various media forms,
including music, film, and journalism. Musicians use it metaphorically to describe the unexpected
nature of emotions or events—such as love or loss—that arrive without warning. For example, several
gospel and Christian rock songs incorporate the phrase to emphasize spiritual themes of readiness
and vigilance.

Similarly, journalists and commentators may employ the phrase to describe sudden political
developments, financial crises, or technological disruptions. Its evocative imagery helps capture the
audience’s attention and convey the gravity of unexpected occurrences.

Pros and Cons of Using the Phrase in Modern Communication

While “as a thief in the night” is rich in meaning and evocative power, its usage comes with certain
considerations:

Pros:

Effectively conveys suddenness and surprise.

Evokes emotional and moral undertones, enriching narrative depth.

Highly recognizable and culturally resonant.

Cons:

May carry religious connotations that could alienate secular audiences.



Potentially overused or clichéd in some contexts.

Ambiguity in interpretation depending on the audience’s background.

Understanding these factors is crucial for communicators who wish to use the phrase effectively and
appropriately.

Psychological and Sociological Perspectives

From a psychological standpoint, the phrase taps into a universal human fear of the unknown and the
sudden disruption of normalcy. The imagery of a thief conveys vulnerability and the need for
vigilance, resonating with deep-seated survival instincts.

Sociologically, the phrase reflects societal attitudes toward trust, security, and the unexpected. It
symbolizes not only physical intrusion but also metaphorical breaches—such as unexpected social
changes or upheavals—that disrupt established norms.

The Phrase in Digital and Security Contexts

In the age of cybersecurity, “as a thief in the night” has gained renewed relevance. Cyber-attacks,
data breaches, and hacking incidents often occur stealthily and without immediate detection,
mirroring the phrase’s core imagery. Security professionals use this metaphor to emphasize the
importance of constant vigilance and proactive defense measures.

The analogy helps communicate the stealthy nature of digital threats to a broader audience, making
complex cybersecurity concepts more relatable.

Conclusion: The Enduring Power of "As a Thief in the
Night"

The phrase “as a thief in the night” encapsulates a rich tapestry of meanings that extend from
ancient religious teachings to modern cultural expressions. Its powerful imagery of suddenness,
stealth, and moral urgency ensures its continued relevance in various fields, from literature and music
to journalism and cybersecurity.

Far from being a mere cliché, it remains a dynamic linguistic tool that invites reflection on
preparedness, vulnerability, and the unpredictable nature of life’s pivotal moments. Whether used to
warn, inspire, or describe, "as a thief in the night" continues to capture the imagination and alertness
of audiences worldwide.



As A Thief In The Night

  as a thief in the night: A Thief in the Night E. W. Hornung, 2022-11-04 First published in
1905, A Thief in the Night is the third collection of stories detailing the exploits and intrigues of
gentleman thief A. J. Raffles in late Victorian England. In public a popular sportsman, in private a
cunning burglar with a weakness for valuable jewelery, Arthur Raffles, with the help of his side-kick
Bunny Manders, always manages to thwart the investigations of Scotland Yard's Inspector
Mackenzie. Popular in its day, this is the last collection of short stories about E. W. Hornung's most
famous character - followed only by a novel, Mr. Justice Raffles. As part of our mission to publish
great works of literary fiction and nonfiction, Sheba Blake Publishing Corp. is extremely dedicated to
bringing to the forefront the amazing works of long dead and truly talented authors.
  as a thief in the night: The Works of John Donne John Donne, 1839
  as a thief in the night: Murder in the Vatican Lucien Gregoire, 2010 Driven by Paul VI's
edicts 'Populorum Progressio' and 'Liberation Theology, ' there were two fronts on which the CIA
was confronted by communism as a democratic society - Italy and Central America. If Italy fell to
communism, all of Europe would surely follow. If Central America fell to communism, all of Latin
America would surely follow. It was in these parts of the world communism was raising its head as
the will of the people that was so dangerous to the United States and its capitalistic allies. Henry
Kissinger sounded the alarm, Domination by Moscow is not the issue. Communist control of Italy and
Central America is the issue. It would have terrible consequences for the United States and it is the
number one threat to its national security. On the afternoon of March 13, 1978, fifteen men sat
around a table in a sidewalk caf̌ in a remote mountain village in northern Italy. In casual clothes,
they went unnoticed, though one was the reigning Pontiff, and another Aldo Moro, and the others
ranking cardinals of poverty stricken countries who comprised the leadership of the Marxist
movement in the Church and the western world. They left at four o'clock. Aldo reserved the table for
this time next year. On March 13, 1979, Cardinals Benelli and Felici decided not to travel to Vittorio
Veneto that day. After all, all the others were dead. They, themselves, unaware of their impending
doom, were, too, as good as dead.--Publisher website
  as a thief in the night: On the Law of War and Peace Hugo Grotius, 2020-09-28 THE
disputes arising among those who are held together by no common bond of civil laws to decide their
dissensions, like the ancient Patriarchs, who formed no national community, or the numerous,
unconnected communities, whether under the direction of individuals, or kings, or persons invested
with Sovereign power, as the leading men in an aristocracy, and the body of the people in a
republican government; the disputes, arising among any of these, all bear a relation to the
circumstances of war or peace. But because war is undertaken for the sake of peace, and there is no
dispute, which may not give rise to war, it will be proper to treat all such quarrels, as commonly
happen, between nations, as an article in the rights of war: and then war itself will lead us to peace,
as to its proper end. In treating of the rights of war, the first point, that we have to consider, is, what
is war, which is the subject of our inquiry, and what is the right, which we seek to establish. Cicero
styled war a contention by force. But the practice has prevailed to indicate by that name, not an
immediate action, but a state of affairs; so that war is the state of contending parties, considered as
such. This definition, by its general extent, comprises those wars of every description, that will form
the subject of the present treatise. Nor are single combats excluded from this definition. For, as they
are in reality more ancient than public wars, and undoubtedly, of the same nature, they may
therefore properly be comprehended under one and the same name. This agrees very well with the
true derivation of the word. For the Latin word, Bellum, WAR, comes from the old word, Duellum, a
DUEL, as Bonus from Duonus, and Bis from Duis. Now Duellum was derived from Duo; and thereby
implied a difference between two persons, in the same sense as we term peace, UNITY, from Unitas,
for a contrary reason. So the Greek word, polemos, commonly used to signify war, expresses in its
original, an idea of multitude. The ancient Greeks likewise called it lye, which imports a DISUNION
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of minds; just as by the term dye, they meant the DISSOLUTION of the parts of the body. Nor does
the use of the word, WAR, contradict this larger acceptation of it. For though some times it is only
applied to the quarrels of states, yet that is no objection, as it is evident that a general name is often
applied to some particular object, entitled to peculiar distinction. Justice is not included in the
definition of war, because the very point to be decided is, whether any war be just, and what war
may be so called. Therefore we must make a distinction between war itself, and the justice of it.
  as a thief in the night: Love Is a Journey Mo Guernon, 2025-05-06 Love is a Journey is the
remarkable story of Albino Luciani, known to the world as Pope John Paul I, from his harrowing birth
to his tragic death just 33 days into his 1978 pontificate—the shortest pontificate in history. After
years of dedicated archival research, and after interviewing dozens of figures in the Catholic
hierarchy, as well as Pope John Paul I’s niece, author Mo Guernon explores Luciani’s family history,
personality, and character to reveal the very essence of the man who became known as the Smiling
Pope. Guernon analyzes Luciani’s major public pronouncements and his most significant writings,
which shed considerable light on his fundamental beliefs and worldview. In the concluding chapters
of the book Guernon assesses Pope John Paul I’s legacy and journey toward sainthood—and the
beguiling question of how the Catholic Church might have evolved had his pontificate endured
through the 1980s and beyond. The events of Luciani’s life are so compelling, so remarkable, so fast
moving, that the narrative reads like a novel. Guernon paints a multi-dimensional portrait of the man
that prominently displays his virtues and shortcomings, successes and failures, heroic deeds and
personal doubts about his own courage. He highlights Luciani’s progressive views of issues of his
time, the crises in his personal and priestly life, his discomfort with the spotlight and his anxiety
about succeeding the popular Pope Paul VI, the relative simplicity of his inauguration as pope, and
the unprecedented power he wielded on those with whom he came into contact both personally and
through the mass media. Above all, Guernon attempts to capture the pope’s mysterious ability to
engender love among people of all faiths, and nonbelievers too, with his inimitable humility and
almost divine smile. A striking example of his influence came from punk rocker Patti Smith, who was
so enamored of Luciani that she wrote a song about the pope and dedicated her 1979 album, Wave,
to him. Pope John Paul I’s impact on the world during his 33-day pontificate was simultaneously
profound and perplexing—and, until now, underappreciated. In little more than a month, the Luciani
dazzled people of all ages, races, and nations while modernizing the papacy and establishing an
ambitious agenda for promoting peace and dialogue among all peoples, a program subsequently
carried out by his successors, particularly Pope Francis. And in fact Pope Francis established the
Vatican Pope John Paul I Foundation in memory of his beloved mentor. Never has a world leader
accomplished so much in so little time.
  as a thief in the night: The New Testament for English Readers: Containing ... a Critical
and Explanatory Commentary; by Henry Alford. Second Edition , 1869
  as a thief in the night: Universal Classics Library , 1901
  as a thief in the night: The Rights Of War And Peace Hugo Grotius, Archibald Colin Campbell,
1901
  as a thief in the night: The Rights of War and Peace Hugo Grotius, Archibald Colin
Campbell, 1901
  as a thief in the night: The Rights of War and Peace Hugo Grotius, 2007-03-01 The Rights
of War and Peace establishes a system of international law based on the concept of natural law.
Natural law, as Grotius describes it, is law that applies to all people, regardless of country or
nationality. This law establishes concepts like justifiable war and natural justice. Grotius discusses
situations under which countries should go to war, and then further explains the proper way in
which wars should be prosecuted. There are, he says, certain rules in warfare that must be
observed, regardless of whether the parties involved have signed any specific agreement to do so.
Philosophy and law students, as well as those with an interest in international politics, will be
amazed at how modern many of Grotius's ideas seem and intrigued by this foray into international
law that still has repercussions in the world today. HUGO GROTIUS (1583-1645) was born in the city



of Delft in the Dutch Republic. Staggeringly intelligent, he entered the University of Leiden at age
eleven and graduated at age fifteen. He was a philosopher and Christian apologist now remembered
for his work in establishing a philosophical basis for international law.
  as a thief in the night: The Second Coming of Christ Greg Hinnant, 2022-08-08 The second
coming of Christ is the most anticipated, consequential, and controversial event since His Ascension.
For 2,000 years, it has been loved, hated, dreaded, and ignored. Committed Christians have loved it,
sinners have hated it, carnal Christians have dreaded it, and lukewarm Christians have ignored it.
Thus, it has been yearned for, mocked, feared, and yawned at, and yet debated ad nauseam. But
there it is, in Jesus’ own immortal words, “I will come again!” (John 14:3). Today a turbulent vortex
of confusion and controversy swirls around just what Jesus meant and when He is coming. This
powerful new book by Greg Hinnant seeks to quell the controversy and clarify the confusion by
setting forth God's biblical prophetic plan for Christ's appearing - the rapture - and the amazing
divinely scheduled events that follow on earth and in heaven. It also offers much detailed, practical,
biblical teaching on how to be prepared for the rapture. Finally, it closes with a very thorough,
informative, concisely written comparison of the major Christian End-Times views. Many books
present biblical prophecies about Christ’s Second Coming, but offer little or no Christian living
instructions. Others present excellent Christian living instructions, but do not interpret End-Times
prophecy. Rich with abundant prophetic and Christian living instructions, this book is truly unique.
You will not find another like it! Described as “a comprehensive handbook for the preparation of the
bride of Christ,” it is a must-read for pastors, leaders, and anyone seriously desiring to be ready
when Jesus suddenly appears to receive His church.
  as a thief in the night: In the Still of the Night Bobbie Sue Messer, 2008-11-20 Bobbie needed
a way to release all the feelings that she held inside. She never found it easy to talk to anyone, so
she started to write. After her first poem she realized that she felt so much better. From that
moment on she spent most of her time putting her feelings into poems. Take a moment to journey
inside this poets heart, to see what she writes in the still of the night. In this book you will find many
poems on depression, love, heartache, religion, songs, funny poems and poems about her personal
life. In this book you will come to know Bobbie and the things that causes her life to be hectic,
happy, fun and painful.
  as a thief in the night: The gospel pulpit. Republ Joseph Charles Philpot, 1899
  as a thief in the night: The Approaching Apocalypse Robert Adams, 2014-09-06 This book
deals with a profoundly decisive change in world history. There's going to be a transition from
governance under fallen man to a government from God Himself. Jesus Christ is going to return and
reign over the world with perfect justice. Prophecies in the Bible tell us that due to the rebellion of
man against his Maker the time leading up to the second coming of Christ is going to be intensely
troublesome. Find out what's to come, and how to be prepared in these last days.
  as a thief in the night: A New Literal Translation, from the Original Greek of All the
Apostolical Epistles , 1806
  as a thief in the night: A New Literal Translation from the Original Greek, of All the
Apostolical Epistles. With a Commentary, and Notes ... To which is Added, a History of the Life of the
Apostle Paul ... By James Macknight ... The Fourth Edition. To which is Prefixed, an Account of the
Life of the Author , 1816
  as a thief in the night: The Emerald Home Run Steven Andrew Janda, 2011-06-21 If you look
for parallels in baseball and the Bible, you will find them! The Emerald Home Run is a true story
which combines the Bible and a book author Steven A. Janda wrote about the parables of Christ in
2008 entitled Ready or Not, Here I Come. “Suddenly,” says Janda, “I began to notice many
interesting parallels in Major League Baseball.” On April 15, 2009, Ken Griffey Jr. hit his 613th
career home run, The Emerald Home Run, after returning to the Seattle Mariners from a nine-year
absence with the Cincinnati Reds and briefly with the Chicago White Sox. As soon as Griffey hit the
home run, Hall of Fame Announcer Dave Neihaus said this was Griffey’s 400th home run as a
Mariner. “Instantly,” says Janda, “I remembered Moses, who delivered the children of Israel after



400 years of bondage to the Egyptians.” The author reveals numeric mysteries, including how
Revelation appears in Genesis, how the tribes of Israel in the Law of Moses are joined numerically to
Genesis and revealed in Major League Baseball by the Gregorian calendar. And children will love the
secret formula for multiplying certain number patterns into millions without a calculator! The
revelations in this book have never appeared in text books. The Emerald Home Run is truly an
arithmetic lesson for the whole world to enjoy. Do not be left behind.
  as a thief in the night: A New Literal Translation from the Original, of the Apostle
Paul's First and Second Epistle to the Thessalonians James Macknight, 1787
  as a thief in the night: The Rapture: A Pre- or Post-Tribulation Event? Colleen Wandmacher,
2017-03-17 God tells us not to be deceived about the timing of our being caught up to meet Jesus in
the air, an event Christians refer to as the rapture. He would not have said that unless there was
going to be an avalanche of false teaching with regard to the timing of the rapture in the sequence
of end-time events. Diligently studying pertinent scriptures in God’s Word is the only way one can be
free of deception and be spiritually prepared for the times that may befall us. This book helps the
reader to deeply study the Word of God to see the truth. Chapter after chapter leads to the same
conclusion—the rapture will be a post-tribulation event.
  as a thief in the night: The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges , 1908
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