AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES

AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES: EXPLORING HisTORY, CULTURE, AND IDENTITY

AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS AN EXCITING AND GROUNDBREAKING COURSE THAT OFFERS STUDENTS A CHANCE TO DELVE INTO
THE RICH HISTORY, DIVERSE CULTURES, AND COMPLEX IDENTITIES OF ASIAN AMERICANS. AS ONE OF THE NEWER ADVANCED
PLACEMENT COURSES, IT PROVIDES AN ACADEMIC SPACE TO UNDERSTAND THE EXPERIENCES AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN
AMERICANS IN THE BROADER CONTEXT OF U.S. HISTORY AND SOCIETY. THIS COURSE NOT ONLY ENRICHES STUDENTS’
KNOWLEDGE BUT ALSO ENCOURAGES CRITICAL THINKING ABOUT RACE, IMMIGRATION, SOCIAL JUSTICE, AND COMMUNITY
RESILIENCE.

IN THIS ARTICLE, WE'LL EXPLORE WHAT AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES ENTAILS, WHY IT’S IMPORTANT, AND HOW STUDENTS
CAN PREPARE FOR AND EXCEL IN THIS COURSE. WHETHER YOU’RE A STUDENT CONSIDERING TAKING THE CLASS OR A PARENT
SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND ITS VALUE, THIS GUIDE WILL OFFER VALUABLE INSIGHTS.

WHAT Is AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES?

AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSE DESIGNED BY THE COLLEGE BOARD TO EXAMINE
THE HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY EXPERIENCES OF ASIAN AMERICANS. UNLIKE TRADITIONAL U.S. HISTORY CLASSES THAT
OFTEN OVERLOOK OR SIMPLIFY ASIAN AMERICAN NARRATIVES, THIS COURSE CENTERS THESE STORIES, HIGHLIGHTING THE
DIVERSITY WITHIN ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES AND THEIR IMPACT ON AMERICAN SOCIETY.

THE CURRICULUM COVERS A WIDE RANGE OF TOPICS, INCLUDING IMMIGRATION PATTERNS, LABOR HISTORY, CULTURAL
EXPRESSION, SOCIAL MOVEMENTS, AND THE POLITICS OF IDENTITY. THROUGH READINGS, DISCUSSIONS, AND RESEARCH PROJECTS,
STUDENTS GAIN A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF HOW ASIAN AMERICANS HAVE SHAPED AND BEEN SHAPED BY THE UNITED
STATES.

THE IMPORTANCE oF AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES IN EDUCATION

IN RECENT YEARS, THERE HAS BEEN GROWING RECOGNITION OF THE NEED FOR MORE INCLUSIVE CURRICULA THAT REFLECT THE
EXPERIENCES OF ALL ETHNIC GROUPS. AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES ADDRESSES THIS GAP BY:

- PROVIDING REPRESENTATION: |T VALIDATES THE EXPERIENCES OF ASIAN AMERICAN STUDENTS AND EDUCATES OTHERS ABOUT
THEIR HISTORIES.

- PROMOTING CRITICAL THINKING: STUDENTS ANALYZE SYSTEMIC ISSUES SUCH AS RACISM, EXCLUSION, AND ACTIVISM.

- ENCOURAGING EMPATHY AND CULTURAL AWARENESS: LEARNING ABOUT DIVERSE COMMUNITIES FOSTERS UNDERSTANDING AND

RESPECT.

- PREPARING STUDENTS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION: THE COURSE’S COLLEGE-LEVEL RIGOR HELPS DEVELOP RESEARCH, WRITING, AND
ANALYTICAL SKILLS.

BY INTEGRATING THIS COURSE INTO HIGH SCHOOLS, EDUCATORS TAKE A SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARDS A MORE EQUITABLE AND
COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION SYSTEM.

Key Torics CoVvereD IN AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES

THE COURSE CONTENT IS BROAD AND INTERDISCIPLINARY, BLENDING HISTORY, SOCIOLOGY, LITERATURE, AND POLITICAL SCIENCE.
HERE ARE SOME OF THE ESSENTIAL THEMES AND SUBJECTS EXPLORED:



IMMIGRATION AND LABOR HISTORY

A SIGNIFICANT FOCUS IS ON THE WAVES OF ASIAN IMMIGRATION TO THE U.S., FROM CHINESE RAILROAD WORKERS IN THE 19TH
CENTURY TO SOUTHEAST ASIAN REFUGEES AFTER THE VIETNAM W AR. STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT THE CHALLENGES IMMIGRANTS
FACED, INCLUDING DISCRIMINATORY LAWS LIKE THE CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT AND THE INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS
DURING W oRLD W AR II.

THIS SECTION ALSO EXAMINES THE ROLE OF ASIAN AMERICANS IN LABOR MOVEMENTS AND THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO BUILDING
THE NATION’S INFRASTRUCTURE AND ECONOMY, OFTEN UNDER HARSH CONDITIONS.

IDENTITY AND CULTURE

ASIAN AMERICAN IDENTITY IS COMPLEX AND MULTIFACETED. THE COURSE EXPLORES HOW CULTURE, LANGUAGE, RELIGION, AND
COMMUNITY SHAPE IDENTITY FORMATION. T OPICS INCLUDE:

- THE MODEL MINORITY MYTH AND ITS IMPLICATIONS
- INTERGENERATIONAL CONFLICTS WITHIN FAMILIES

- THE ROLE OF ART, MUSIC, AND LITERATURE IN EXPRESSING ASIAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCES

STUDENTS ANALYZE HOW ASIAN AMERICANS NEGOTIATE THEIR IDENTITIES IN THE CONTEXT OF BOTH HERITAGE AND THE
BROADER AMERICAN CULTURE.

SociAL MOVEMENTS AND PoLITICAL ACTIVISM

ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES HAVE A RICH HISTORY OF ACTIVISM, FROM FIGHTING FOR CIVIL RIGHTS TO OPPOSING W ARS AND
ADVOCATING FOR IMMIGRANT RIGHTS. THE COURSE HIGHLIGHTS KEY MOVEMENTS SUCH AS:

- THE AsIiAN AMERICAN MOVEMENT oF THE 1960s anp 70s
- ADVOCACY AGAINST ANTI-ASIAN VIOLENCE AND HATE CRIMES

- CONTEMPORARY EFFORTS FOR POLITICAL REPRESENTATION AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

UNDERSTANDING THESE MOVEMENTS HELPS STUDENTS GRASP THE ONGOING STRUGGLE FOR EQUITY AND RECOGNITION.

How To PrRePARE FOR AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES

FOR STUDENTS INTERESTED IN TAKING AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES/ PREPARATION CAN MAKE A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE IN
SUCCESS AND ENJOYMENT. HERE ARE SOME PRACTICAL TIPS:

FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH THE BASICS

IF YOU HAVEN’T TAKEN COURSES IN U.S. HISTORY OR ETHNIC STUDIES BEFORE, IT’S HELPFUL TO BUILD A FOUNDATION BY:
- READING INTRODUCTORY BOOKS OR ARTICLES ON ASIAN AMERICAN HISTORY
- W ATCHING DOCUMENTARIES OR FILMS THAT DEPICT ASIAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCES

- EXPLORING ONLINE RESOURCES LIKE THE ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES WEBSITES OF UNIVERSITIES

THIS BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE WILL MAKE THE COURSE MATERIAL MORE ACCESSIBLE.



DeveLoP STRONG READING AND W/RITING SKILLS

THE COURSE INVOLVES CRITICAL READING OF HISTORICAL TEXTS, LITERATURE, AND SCHOLARLY ARTICLES. STUDENTS SHOULD
PRACTICE:

- ANNOTATING TEXTS TO IDENTIFY KEY THEMES AND ARGUMENTS
- SUMMARIZING COMPLEX IDEAS IN THEIR OWN WORDS

- WRITING CLEAR AND WELL-SUPPORTED ESSAYS

ENGAGING WITH DIVERSE SOURCES WILL SHARPEN ANALYTICAL SKILLS ESSENTIAL FOR AP SUCCEss.

ENGAGE IN DiscussioNs AND COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

PARTICIPATING IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS, DEBATE CLUBS, OR COMMUNITY EVENTS RELATED TO ASIAN AMERICAN CULTURE CAN
DEEPEN UNDERSTANDING. [T ALSO ALLOWS STUDENTS TO HEAR MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES AND BUILD CONFIDENCE EXPRESSING THEIR
VIEWS.

RESOURCES FOR EXCELLING IN AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES

A VARIETY OF RESOURCES CAN SUPPORT STUDENTS THROUGHOUT THE COURSE:
¢ TEXTBOOKS AND ANTHOLOGIES: LOOK FOR COMPREHENSIVE MATERIALS THAT COVER HISTORY, CULTURE, AND POLITICS
OF ASIAN AMERICANS.
o DOCUMENTARIES AND FILMS: VISUAL MEDIA LIKE " AsIAN AMERICANS” BY PBS PROVIDE ENGAGING NARRATIVES.

o ONLINE PLATFORMS: WEBSITES SUCH AS THE ASIAN AMERICAN CURRICULUM PROJECT OFFER LESSON PLANS AND
READING LISTS.

e COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS: GROUPS LIKE ASIAN AMERICAN STUDENT AssociATIONS (AASAS) CAN OFFER
NET\WORKING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES.

o PRACTICE ExXAMS AND ESsAYS: UTILIZE SAMPLE QUESTIONS PROVIDED BY THE COLLEGE BOARD TO FAMILIARIZE
YOURSELF WITH EXAM FORMATS.

USING THESE TOOLS, STUDENTS CAN NOT ONLY PREPARE FOR TESTS BUT ALSO CULTIVATE A DEEPER APPRECIATION OF THE
SUBJECT MATTER.

IMPACT oF AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

STUDYING ASIAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE HAS FAR-REACHING EFFECTS BEYOND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT. |T
ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO THINK CRITICALLY ABOUT IDENTITY, RACE RELATIONS, AND SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES—TOPICS THAT
ARE HIGHLY RELEVANT TODAY. BY UNDERSTANDING THE STRUGGLES AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN AMERICANS, STUDENTS
BECOME MORE INFORMED CITIZENS WHO APPRECIATE DIVERSITY AND ARE MOTIVATED TO ADVOCATE FOR EQUITY.

MOREOVER, THE COURSE EMPOWERS ASIAN AMERICAN STUDENTS BY VALIDATING THEIR HERITAGE AND ENCOURAGING PRIDE IN
THEIR IDENTITY. THIS AFFIRMATION CAN ENHANCE SELF-ESTEEM AND FOSTER A STRONGER CONNECTION TO THEIR COMMUNITIES.

AS SCHOOLS ACROSS THE COUNTRY ADOPT AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES, IT HAS THE POTENTIAL TO RESHAPE HOW



AMERICAN HISTORY IS TAUGHT, ENSURING IT REFLECTS THE TRUE DIVERSITY OF EXPERIENCES THAT HAVE SHAPED THE NATION.

AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES OPENS A WINDOW INTO A VITAL PART OF AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE THAT HAS LONG
BEEN OVERSHADOWED. |T INVITES STUDENTS TO EXPLORE STORIES OF RESILIENCE, CREATIVITY, AND ACTIVISM, ENRICHING THEIR
UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE AMERICAN. W/HETHER YOU’RE PREPARING TO TAKE THE COURSE OR SIMPLY CURIOUS
ABOUT ITS SIGNIFICANCE, EMBRACING THIS SUBJECT OFFERS A REW ARDING JOURNEY INTO THE HEART OF ASIAN AMERICAN
EXPERIENCES.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT Is AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES?

AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS AN ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSE THAT EXPLORES THE HISTORY, CULTURE, EXPERIENCES,
AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN AMERICANS IN THE UNITED STATES.

\WHEN WAS THE AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES COURSE LAUNCHED?

THe AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES COURSE WAS LAUNCHED BY THE COLLEGE BOARD AND BECAME AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS
STARTING IN THE 2023-2024 ACADEMIC YEAR.

WHAT TOPICS ARE COVERED IN AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES?

THE COURSE COVERS TOPICS SUCH AS IMMIGRATION, IDENTITY, RACIALIZATION, ACTIVISM, CULTURAL EXPRESSION, AND THE
SOCIAL AND POLITICAL HISTORY OF ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES.

WHY IS AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES IMPORTANT?

AP AsIiAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF ASIAN
AMERICAN EXPERIENCES, CHALLENGES STEREOTYPES, AND PROMOTES DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION IN EDUCATION.

How I1s AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES DIFFERENT FROM OTHER AP HISTORY COURSES?

UNLIKE OTHER AP HISTORY COURSES THAT FOCUS ON BROADER U.S. OR WORLD HISTORY, AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES
SPECIFICALLY CENTERS ON THE UNIQUE HISTORIES AND PERSPECTIVES OF ASIAN AMERICANS.

CAN TAKING AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES HELP WITH COLLEGE ADMISSIONS?

YESI TAKING AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES CAN ENHANCE A STUDENT'S COLLEGE APPLICATION BY DEMONSTRATING INTEREST IN
DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES AND COMMITMENT TO ACADEMIC RIGOR.

WHAT TYPES OF ASSESSMENTS ARE INCLUDED IN AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES?

ASSESSMENTS TYPICALLY INCLUDE ESSAYS, DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTIONS, PROJECTS, PRESENTATIONS, AND EXAMS THAT
EVALUATE STUDENTS' UNDERSTANDING OF COURSE THEMES AND CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS.

ARE THERE ANY PREREQUISITE COURSES FOR AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES?

THERE ARE GENERALLY NO STRICT PREREQUISITES, BUT A BACKGROUND IN U.S. HISTORY OR SOCIAL STUDIES CAN BE HELPFUL
FOR STUDENTS TAKING THE COURSE.



\X/HERE CAN STUDENTS FIND RESOURCES TO PREPARE FOR AP ASIAN AMERICAN
STUDIES?

STUDENTS CAN FIND RESOURCES THROUGH THE COLLEGE BOARD WEBSITE, TEXTBOOKS RECOMMENDED FOR THE COURSE, ONLINE
EDUCATIONAL PLATFORMS, AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS FOCUSED ON ASIAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

AP AsiaN AMERICAN STUDIES: A CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF CURRICULUM, IMPACT, AND EDUCATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS AN EMERGING ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSE INTRODUCED BY THE COLLEGE BOARD TO ADDRESS
THE GROWING DEMAND FOR DIVERSE AND INCLUSIVE EDUCATIONAL CONTENT IN THE UNITED STATES. DESIGNED TO EXPLORE THE
HISTORIES, EXPERIENCES, AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF ASIAN AMERICANS, THIS COURSE AIMS TO FILL GAPS LEFT BY TRADITIONAL
CURRICULA THAT HAVE OFTEN MARGINALIZED OR OVERLOOKED THESE NARRATIVES. AS SCHOOLS NATIONWIDE CONSIDER
INTEGRATING THIS SUBJECT INTO THEIR OFFERINGS, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO UNPACK THE COMPONENTS, CHALLENGES, AND POTENTIAL
IMPACT OF AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES ON STUDENTS, EDUCATORS, AND THE BROADER SOCIETAL DISCOURSE.

UNDERSTANDING AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES

AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS A COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPED TO PROVIDE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WITH AN IN-
DEPTH UNDERSTANDING OF ASIAN AMERICAN IDENTITIES, HISTORIES, CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS, AND SOCIO-POLITICAL ISSUES.
UNLIKE CONVENTIONAL HISTORY OR ETHNIC STUDIES CLASSES, THE CURRICULUM EMPHASIZES INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES,
DRAWING FROM SOCIOLOGY, LITERATURE, HISTORY, POLITICS, AND THE ARTS TO EXPLORE THE DIVERSE EXPERIENCES W/ITHIN
ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES.

THE COURSE WAS FIRST PILOTED IN SELECT SCHOOLS DURING THE 2022-2023 ACADEMIC YEAR, MARKING A SIGNIFICANT
MILESTONE IN EXPANDING ADVANCED PLACEMENT OFFERINGS BEYOND TRADITIONAL EUROCENTRIC SUBJECTS. | TS DEVELOPMENT
SIGNALS A GROWING RECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF ETHNIC STUDIES IN FOSTERING CRITICAL THINKING, CULTURAL
COMPETENCE, AND SOCIAL AWARENESS AMONG STUDENTS.

CuUrrICULUM FRAMEWORK AND KEY THEMES

THeE AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES CURRICULUM IS STRUCTURED AROUND SEVERAL CORE THEMES THAT HELP STUDENTS
ANALYZE THE COMPLEXITIES OF RACE, IDENTITY, AND POWER DYNAMICS. THESE INCLUDE:

o HisToriCAL CONTEXTS: EXPLORATION OF IMMIGRATION PATTERNS, EXCLUSION LAWS, WARTIME EXPERIENCES, AND CIVIL
RIGHTS MOVEMENTS AFFECTING ASIAN AMERICAN POPULATIONS.

e CULTURAL PRODUCTIONS: STUDY OF LITERATURE, FILM, ART, AND MUSIC AS MEDIUMS THROUGH WHICH ASIAN
AMERICAN IDENTITIES ARE EXPRESSED AND CONTESTED.

* SoCIAL AND POLITICAL ISSUES: EXAMINATION OF SYSTEMIC RACISM, MODEL MINORITY MYTHS, INTERETHNIC SOLIDARITY,
AND ACTIVISM WITHIN ASIAN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES.

o CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES: DISCUSSIONS ON TOPICS SUCH AS REPRESENTATION IN MEDIA, IMMIGRATION POLICIES, AND
ANTI-ASIAN VIOLENCE.

THIS THEMATIC APPROACH ENSURES A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING THAT GOES BEYOND SURFACE-LEVEL KNOWLEDGE,
CULTIVATING STUDENTS ABILITIES TO CRITICALLY ENGAGE WITH COMPLEX SOCIAL ISSUES.



THE SIGNIFICANCE OF AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES IN MODERN EDUCATION

THE INTRODUCTION OF AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES INTERSECTS WITH BROADER EDUCATIONAL TRENDS ADVOCATING FOR
DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION (DEI). AS DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS MAKE ASIAN AMERICANS ONE OF THE FASTEST-GROWING
GROUPS IN THE U.S., REPRESENTATION IN EDUCATIONAL CONTENT BECOMES INCREASINGLY VITAL.

ADDRESSING HisTORICAL GAPS AND STEREOTYPES

TRADITIONAL AMERICAN HISTORY COURSES HAVE OFTEN RELEGATED ASIAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCES TO BRIEF MENTIONS OR
STEREOTYPICAL PORTRAYALS. By CONTRAST, AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES PROVIDES A PLATFORM TO CHALLENGE
PREVAILING MYTHS, SUCH AS THE “MODEL MINORITY" STEREOTYPE, WHICH HOMOGENIZES DIVERSE GROUPS AND OBSCURES
SYSTEMIC INEQUITIES.

MOREOVER, THE COURSE ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO INTERROGATE HOW ASIAN AMERICAN NARRATIVES INTERSECT WITH OTHER
MINORITY EXPERIENCES, PROMOTING A MORE NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF AMERICAN SOCIAL FABRIC. THIS CAN CONTRIBUTE TO
DISMANTLING RACIAL BIASES AND FOSTERING EMPATHY AMONG DIVERSE STUDENT POPULATIONS.

ACADEMIC AND SOCIAL BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS

RESEARCH ON ETHNIC STUDIES PROGRAMS INDICATES THAT STUDENTS EXPOSED TO CULTURALLY RELEVANT CURRICULA
DEMONSTRATE IMPROVED ACADEMIC ENGAGEMENT, HIGHER ATTENDANCE RATES, AND INCREASED SELF-ESTEEM. AP AsiaN
AMERICAN STUDIES, AS A RIGOROUS ACADEMIC COURSE, OFFERS SIMILAR BENEFITS BY VALIDATING STUDENTS' IDENTITIES AND
HISTORIES.

ADDITIONALLY, THE COURSE PREPARES STUDENTS FOR COLLEGIATE-LEVEL DISCOURSE ON RACE AND ETHNICITY, EQUIPPING THEM
WITH CRITICAL ANALYTICAL SKILLS RELEVANT FOR VARIOUS FIELDS INCLUDING SOCIAL SCIENCES, HUMANITIES, AND PUBLIC
POLICY.

CHALLENGES AND CONTROVERSIES SURROUNDING AP ASIAN AMERICAN
STUDIES

DESPITE ITS EDUCATIONAL MERITS, AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES HAS FACED SCRUTINY AND POLITICIZATION IN SOME STATES
AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS. DEBATES OFTEN CENTER ON THE CONTENT’'S PERCEIVED POLITICAL NATURE AND CONCERNS OVER
CURRICULUM CONTROL.

PoLiTicAL ResisTANCE AND CURRICULUM DISPUTES

IN CERTAIN REGIONS, THE COURSE HAS BEEN DELAYED OR BLOCKED DUE TO OPPOSITION FROM POLITICAL GROUPS ARGUING THAT
IT PROMOTES DIVISIVE OR “ANTI-AMERICAN” PERSPECTIVES. THESE CONTROVERSIES ECHO BROADER NATIONAL DEBATES OVER
ETHNIC STUDIES PROGRAMS AND HOW HISTORY SHOULD BE TAUGHT IN SCHOOLS.

SUCH RESISTANCE HIGHLIGHTS THE CHALLENGES IN BALANCING ACADEMIC FREEDOM, COMMUNITY VALUES, AND STATE EDUCATION
POLICIES. |IT ALSO UNDERSCORES THE NEED FOR TRANSPARENT CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND DIALOGUE AMONG EDUCATORS,
PARENTS, AND POLICYMAKERS.



RESOURCE AND IMPLEMENTATION BARRIERS

IMPLEMENTING A NEW AP COURSE REQUIRES EXTENSIVE TEACHER TRAINING, AVAILABILITY OF APPROPRIATE LEARNING
MATERIALS, AND INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT. SCHOOLS WITH LIMITED RESOURCES OR SMALLER ASIAN AMERICAN STUDENT
POPULATIONS MAY STRUGGLE TO ADOPT AP ASIAN AMERICAN STUDIES, POTENTIALLY EXACERBATING EDUCATIONAL
INEQUITIES.

ToO ADDRESS THESE CONCERNS, THE COLLEGE BOARD HAS COMMITTED TO PROVIDING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND DIVERSE
INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES. STILL, ENSURING EQUITABLE ACCESS REMAINS A KEY CONSIDERATION AS THE PROGRAM EXPANDS.

CoMpARISONS WITH OTHER ETHNIC STUDIES AP CoURSES

AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES JOINS A GROWING SUITE OF ETHNIC STUDIES COURSES SUCH AS AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
AND AP LATINX STUDIES, REFLECTING A BROADER SHIFT TOWARD INCLUSIVE EDUCATION.

UNLIKE SOME PREDECESSOR COURSES, WHICH PRIMARILY FOCUS ON A SINGLE DISCIPLINARY LENS, AP AsiAN AMERICAN STUDIES
IS DISTINCTLY INTERDISCIPLINARY, INTEGRATING MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES TO CAPTURE THE HETEROGENEITY WITHIN ASIAN
AMERICAN COMMUNITIES. THIS APPROACH ALLOWS FOR A MORE LAYERED ANALYSIS COMPARED TO MORE TRADITIONAL
HISTORY-CENTRIC AP CLASSES.

W/HILE ALL ETHNIC STUDIES AP COURSES AIM TO EMPOWER MARGINALIZED STUDENT POPULATIONS AND BROADEN HISTORICAL
UNDERSTANDING, THEIR VARYING METHODOLOGIES AND CONTENT FOCUS CONTRIBUTE UNIQUELY TO THE ACADEMIC LANDSCAPE.

FUTURE PROSPECTS AND EXPANSION

W/ ITH POSITIVE PILOT PROGRAM FEEDBACK AND INCREASING ADVOCACY, AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES IS POISED FOR WIDER
ADOPTION. CONTINUED EFFORTS TO REFINE THE CURRICULUM, TRAIN EDUCATORS, AND ENGAGE COMMUNITIES WILL SHAPE THE
COURSE’S TRAJECTORY.

AS EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS NAVIGATE EVOLVING CULTURAL AND POLITICAL ENVIRONMENTS, AP AsIAN AMERICAN STUDIES
REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARD A MORE INCLUSIVE AND REPRESENTATIVE ACADEMIC FRAMEW ORK.

THROUGH CRITICAL ENGAGEMENT WITH ASIAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCES, STUDENTS GAIN A RICHER COMPREHENSION OF AMERICAN
SOCIETY'S COMPLEXITIES, PREPARING THEM TO CONTRIBUTE THOUGHTFULLY TO DIVERSE AND INTERCONNECTED COMMUNITIES.

Ap Asian American Studies

ap asian american studies: In Defense of Asian American Studies Sucheng Chan, 2005 In
Defense of Asian American Studies offers fascinating tales from the trenches on the origins and
evolution of the field of Asian American studies, as told by one of its founders and most highly
regarded scholars. Wielding intellectual energy, critical acumen, and a sly sense of humor, Sucheng
Chan discusses her experiences on three campuses within the University of California system as
Asian American studies was first developed--in response to vehement student demand--under the
rubric of ethnic studies. Chan speaks by turns as an advocate and an administrator striving to secure
a place for Asian American studies; as a teacher working to give Asian American students a voice
and white students a perspective on race and racism; and as a scholar and researcher still asking
her own questions. The essays span three decades and close with a piece on the new challenges
facing Asian American studies. Eloquently documenting a field of endeavor in which scholarship and


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-202/ap-asian-american-studies.pdf

identity define and strengthen each other, In Defense of Asian American Studies combines analysis,
personal experience, and indispensable practical advice for those engaged in building and sustaining
Asian American studies programs.

ap asian american studies: Asian American Studies Jean Yu-wen Shen Wu, Min Song, 2000
This anthology is the perfect introduction to Asian American studies, as it both defines the field
across disciplines and illuminates the centrality of the experience of Americans of South Asian, East
Asian, Southeast Asian, and Filipino ancestry to the study of American culture, history, politics, and
society. The reader is organized into two parts: The Documented Past and Social Issues and
Literature. Within these broad divisions, the subjects covered include Chinatown stories, nativist
reactions, exclusionism, citizenship, immigration, community growth, Asia American ethnicities,
racial discourse and the Civil Rights movement, transnationalism, gender, refugees, anti-Asian
American violence, legal battles, class polarization, and many more. Among the contributors are
such noted scholars as Gary Okihiro, Michael Omi, Yen Le Espiritu, Lisa Lowe, and Ronald Takaki;
writers such as Sui Sin Far, Bienvenido Santos, Sigrid Nunez, and R. Zamora Linmark, as well as
younger, emerging scholars in the field.

ap asian american studies: Keywords for Asian American Studies Cathy J. Schlund-Vials,
K. Scott Wong, Linda Trinh V0, 2015-05-08 Introduces key terms, research frameworks, debates,
and histories for Asian American Studies Born out of the Civil Rights and Third World Liberation
movements of the 1960s and 1970s, Asian American Studies has grown significantly over the past
four decades, both as a distinct field of inquiry and as a potent site of critique. Characterized by
transnational, trans-Pacific, and trans-hemispheric considerations of race, ethnicity, migration,
immigration, gender, sexuality, and class, this multidisciplinary field engages with a set of concepts
profoundly shaped by past and present histories of racialization and social formation. The keywords
included in this collection are central to social sciences, humanities, and cultural studies and reflect
the ways in which Asian American Studies has transformed scholarly discourses, research agendas,
and pedagogical frameworks. Spanning multiple histories, numerous migrations, and diverse
populations, Keywords for Asian American Studies reconsiders and recalibrates the ever-shifting
borders of Asian American studies as a distinctly interdisciplinary field. Visit keywords.nyupress.org
for online essays, teaching resources, and more.

ap asian american studies: Asian American Political Participation Janelle S. Wong, S.
Karthick Ramakrishnan, Taeku Lee, Jane Junn, Janelle Wong, 2011-10-01 Asian Americans are a
small percentage of the U.S. population, but their numbers are steadily rising—from less than a
million in 1960 to more than 15 million today. They are also a remarkably diverse
population—representing several ethnicities, religions, and languages—and they enjoy higher levels
of education and income than any other U.S. racial group. Historically, socioeconomic status has
been a reliable predictor of political behavior. So why has this fast-growing American population,
which is doing so well economically, been so little engaged in the U.S. political system? Asian
American Political Participation is the most comprehensive study to date of Asian American political
behavior, including such key measures as voting, political donations, community organizing, and
political protests. The book examines why some groups participate while others do not, why certain
civic activities are deemed preferable to others, and why Asian socioeconomic advantage has so far
not led to increased political clout. Asian American Political Participation is based on data from the
authors’ groundbreaking 2008 National Asian American Survey of more than 5,000 Chinese, Indian,
Vietnamese, Korean, Filipino, and Japanese Americans. The book shows that the motivations for and
impediments to political participation are as diverse as the Asian American population. For example,
native-born Asians have higher rates of political participation than their immigrant counterparts,
particularly recent adult arrivals who were socialized outside of the United States. Protest activity is
the exception, which tends to be higher among immigrants who maintain connections abroad and
who engaged in such activity in their country of origin. Surprisingly, factors such as living in a new
immigrant destination or in a city with an Asian American elected official do not seem to motivate
political behavior—neither does ethnic group solidarity. Instead, hate crimes and racial victimization




are the factors that most motivate Asian Americans to participate politically. Involvement in
non-political activities such as civic and religious groups also bolsters political participation. Even
among Asian groups, socioeconomic advantage does not necessarily translate into high levels of
political participation. Chinese Americans, for example, have significantly higher levels of
educational attainment than Japanese Americans, but Japanese Americans are far more likely to vote
and make political contributions. And Vietnamese Americans, with the lowest levels of education and
income, vote and engage in protest politics more than any other group. Lawmakers tend to favor the
interests of groups who actively engage the political system, and groups who do not participate at
high levels are likely to suffer political consequences in the future. Asian American Political
Participation demonstrates that understanding Asian political behavior today can have significant
repercussions for Asian American political influence tomorrow.

ap asian american studies: The Asian American Educational Experience Donald
Nakanishi, Tina Yamano, 2014-04-04 The contributions to The Asian American
Educationalexperience examine the most significant issues and concerns in the education of Asian
Americans. Contributors, all leading experts in their fields, provide theoretical discussions, practical
insights and recommendations, historical perspectives and an analytical context for the many issues
crucial to the education of this diverse population--controversies in higher education over alleged
admissions quotas, stereotypes of Asian American students as whiz kids, Asian Americans as the
model minority, bilingual education, education of refugee and immigrant populations, educational
quality and equity. Special emphasis is given to both the historic debates which have shaped the
field, and the concerns and challenges facing educators of Asian American students at both the K-12
and university level.

ap asian american studies: A Postmodern Psychology of Asian Americans Laura Uba,
2012-02-01 Focusing on race, culture, acculturation, ethnicity, and ethnic identity—concepts
commonly used to account for the behaviors of Asian Americans and other minorities—A Postmodern
Psychology of Asian Americans examines the effects of modern psychology's epistemological and
ontological premises on its investigative methods and concepts. Author Laura Uba looks at the social
creation of psychological facts, including portrayals of ethnic and racial groups, and demonstrates,
especially in ways pertinent to the study of minorities, that modern psychology needs to reconsider
its ways of thinking about study samples, investigative methods, facts, and concepts used to describe
and explain behaviors.

ap asian american studies: Asian American Racialization and the Politics of U.S.
Education Wayne Au, 2024-08-01 Asian American Racialization and the Politics of U.S. Education
explores issues surrounding Asian American education in the United States, and how they relate to
educational theory, policy, and practice. The book challenges stereotypes and assumptions that
pervade U.S. education, restores absent histories of Asian American people in this context, and
provides concrete examples of educational actions and policies that enable anti-racist educational
work to go on. It argues that understanding Asian American racialization in the U.S. is essential to
fighting white supremacy in schools and communities. Utilizing frameworks from Asian American
Studies and Cultural Studies, this book will be important reading for those interested in doing
anti-racist, liberatory, and abolitionist educational work. In particular, it will be relevant for those
working or researching in the fields of Asian American Education, Multicultural Education, Social
Justice Education, and Critical Education.

ap asian american studies: Asian American Poets Guiyou Huang, 2002-05-30 Even though
Asian American literature is enjoying an impressive critical popularity, attention has focused
primarily on longer narrative forms such as the novel. And despite the proliferation of a large
number of poets of Asian descent in the 20th century, Asian American poetry remains a neglected
area of study. Poetry as an elite genre has not reached the level of popularity of the novel or short
story, partly due to the difficulties of reading and interpreting poetic texts. The lack of criticism on
Asian American poetry speaks to the urgent need for scholarship in this area, since perhaps more
than any other genre, poetry most forcefully captures the intense feelings and emotions that Asian




Americans have experienced about themselves and their world. This reference book overviews the
tremendous cultural contributions of Asian American poets. Included are alphabetically arranged
entries on 48 American poets of Asian descent, most of whom have been active during the latter half
of the 20th century. Each entry begins with a short biography, which sometimes includes
information drawn from personal interviews. The entries then discuss the poet's major works and
themes, including such concerns as family, racism, sexism, identity, language, and politics. A survey
of the poet's critical reception follows. In many cases the existing criticism is scant, and the entries
offer new readings of neglected works. The entries conclude with bibliographies of primary and
secondary texts, and the volume closes with a selected, general bibliography.

ap asian american studies: The Routledge Companion to Asian American and Pacific Islander
Literature Rachel Lee, 2014-06-05 The Routledge Companion to Asian American and Pacific Islander
Literature offers a general introduction as well as a range of critical approaches to this important
and expanding field. Divided into three sections, the volume: Introduces keywords connecting the
theories, themes and methodologies distinctive to Asian American Literature Addresses historical
periods, geographies and literary identities Looks at different genre, form and interdisciplinarity
With 41 essays from scholars in the field this collection is a comprehensive guide to a significant
area of literary study for students and teachers of Ethnic American, Asian diasporic and Pacific
Islander Literature. Contributors: Christine Bacareza Balance, Victor Bascara, Leslie Bow, Joshua
Takano Chambers-Letson, Tina Chen, Anne Anlin Cheng, Mark Chiang, Patricia P. Chu, Robert Diaz,
Pin-chia Feng, Tara Fickle, Donald Goellnicht, Helena Grice, Eric Hayot, Tamara C. Ho, Hsuan L.
Hsu, Mark C. Jerng, Laura Hyun Yi Kang, Daniel Y. Kim, Jodi Kim, James Kyung-Jin Lee, Rachel C.
Lee, Jingi Ling, Colleen Lye, Sean Metzger, Susette Min, Susan Y. Najita, Viet Thanh Nguyen, erin
Khué Ninh, Eve Oishi, Josephine Nock-Hee Park, Steven Salaita, Shu-mei Shi, Rajini Srikanth, Brian
Kim Stefans, Erin Suzuki, Theresa Tensuan, Cynthia Tolentino, Thuy Linh Nguyen Tu, Eleanor Ty,
Traise Yamamoto, Timothy Yu.

ap asian american studies: The SAGE International Encyclopedia of Mass Media and Society
Debra L. Merskin, 2019-11-12 The reference will discuss mass media around the world in their
varied forms—newspapers, magazines, radio, television, film, books, music, websites, and social
media—and will describe the role of each in both mirroring and shaping society.

ap asian american studies: Transnational Matrilineage Silvia Schultermandl, 2009
Transnational Matrilineage offers a novel approach to Asian American literature, including texts by
Maxine Hong Kingston, Amy Tan, Mei Ng, Nora Okja Keller and Vineeta Vijayaragahavan, with
particular attention to depictions of transnational solidarity (that is the sense of community between
women of different cultures or cultural affiliations) between Asian-born mothers and their
American-born daughters. While focusing on the mother-daughter conflicts these texts portray, this
book also contributes to ongoing debates in transnational feminism by scrutinizing the
representation of Asia in Asian American literature.

ap asian american studies: Sociological Re-Imaginations in & of Universities Mohammad
H. Tamdgidi, 2009-06-01 This Summer 2009 (VII, 3) issue of Human Architecture: Journal of the
Sociology of Self-Knowledge, is devoted to the theme “Sociological Re-Imaginations in & of
Universities.” As part of the journal’s continuing series critically engaging with C. Wright Mills’
“sociological imagination,” i.e., the proposition that the best way to theorize and practice sociology
is via a continual conversation between the study of one’s personal troubles and that of broader
public issues, the present issue turns its attention to fostering sociological re-imaginations in and of
universities. Several faculty, recent graduates or alumni, and current undergraduate students
advance insightful, critical perspectives about their own learning and teaching experiences and
personal “troubles,” and broader university, disciplinary, and administrative “public issues” that in
their view merit immediate attention in favor of fundamental rectifications of outdated procedures
and educational habita that continue to persist at the cost of more creative, and in fact more
scientific and rational, approaches to production and dissemination of knowledge. Contributors
include: Satoshi Ikeda, Sandra J. Song, L. Lynda Harling Stalker, Jason Pridmore, Festus Ikeotuonye,




Samuel Zalanga, Donald A. Nielsen, Anne Bubriski, Penelope Roode, Belle Summer, E. M. Walsh,
Ann Marie Moler, Minxing Zheng, Andrew Messing, Jillian Pelletier, Christine Quinn, Trevor
Doherty, Lisa Kemmerer, and Mohammad H. Tamdgidi (also as journal editor-in-chief). Human
Architecture: Journal of the Sociology of Self-Knowledge is a publication of OKCIR: The Omar
Khayyam Center for Integrative Research in Utopia, Mysticism, and Science (Utopystics). For more
information about OKCIR and other issues in its journal’s Edited Collection as well as Monograph
and Translation series visit OKCIR’s homepage.

ap asian american studies: Resources in Education , 1999

ap asian american studies: The Columbia Guide to Asian American History Gary Y. Okihiro,
2001 Offering a rich and insightful road map of Asian American history as it has evolved over more
than 200 years, this book marks the first systematic attempt to take stock of this field of study. It
examines, comments, and questions the changing assumptions and contexts underlying the
experiences and contributions of an incredibly diverse population of Americans. Arriving and settling
in this nation as early as the 1790s, with American-born generations stretching back more than a
century, Asian Americans have become an integral part of the American experience; this cleverly
organized book marks the trajectory of that journey, offering researchers invaluable information and
interpretation. * Part 1 offers a synoptic narrative history, a chronology, and a set of periodizations
that reflect different ways of constructing the Asian American past. * Part 2 presents lucid
discussions of historical debates--such as interpreting the anti-Chinese movement of the late 1800s
and the underlying causes of Japanese American internment during World War II--and such
emerging themes as transnationalism and women and gender issues. * Part 3 contains a
historiographical essay and a wide-ranging compilation of book, film, and electronic resources for
further study of core themes and groups, including Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Hmong, Indian,
Korean, Vietnamese, and others.

ap asian american studies: Encyclopedia of journalism. 6. Appendices Christopher H.
Sterling, 2009-09-25 The six-volume Encyclopedia of Journalism covers all significant dimensions of
journalism including: print, broadcast and Internet journalism; US and international perspectives;
history; technology; legal issues and court cases; ownership; and economics.

ap asian american studies: Contemporary Asian America Min Zhou, James V. Gatewood,
2007-01-01 How does one capture the delightful irony of Edith Wharton's prose or the spare lyricism
of Kate Chopin's? Kathleen Wheeler challenges the reader to experiment with a more imaginative
method of literary criticism in order to comprehend more fully writers of the Modernist and late
Realist period. In examining the creative works of seven women writers from the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, Wheeler never lets the mystery and magic of literature be overcome by
dry critical analysis. Modernist Women Writers and Narrative Art begins by evaluating how Edith
Wharton, Kate Chopin, and Willa Cather all engaged in an ironic critique of realism. They explored
the inadequacies of this form in expressing human experience and revealed its hidden, often
contradictory, assumptions. Building on the foundation that Wharton, Chopin, and Cather
established, Jean Rhys, Katherine Mansfield, Stevie Smith, and Jane Bowles brought literature into
the era we now consider modernism. Drawing on insights from feminist theory, deconstructionism
and revisions of new historicism, Kathleen Wheeler reveals a literary tradition rich in narrative
strategy and stylistic sophistication.

ap asian american studies: Ethnic Studies Research Timothy P. Fong, 2008 Ethnic Studies
Research synthesizes and benchmarks ethnic studies methodologies as interdisciplinary modes of
inquiry, providing state-of-the-art summary chapters on key methods and issues, extensive
bibliographies, and promising new directions for the future. The study of ethnic groups and race
relations has always existed in academia, primarily in the areas of sociology and anthropology.
However, grassroots movements for ethnic studies programs and departments developed with very
different agendas for the study of these groups. It is surprising, then, that relatively few books
devoted to these methods exist to document and promote this innovation among succeeding
generations of graduate students, as well as current academics and professional practitioners.



Ethnic Studies Research is a step toward ending that void. Book jacket.

ap asian american studies: Encyclopedia of American Journalism Stephen L. Vaughn,
2007-12-11 The Encyclopedia of American Journalism explores the distinctions found in print media,
radio, television, and the internet. This work seeks to document the role of these different forms of
journalism in the formation of America's understanding and reaction to political campaigns, war,
peace, protest, slavery, consumer rights, civil rights, immigration, unionism, feminism,
environmentalism, globalization, and more. This work also explores the intersections between
journalism and other phenomena in American Society, such as law, crime, business, and
consumption. The evolution of journalism's ethical standards is discussed, as well as the important
libel and defamation trials that have influenced journalistic practice, its legal protection, and legal
responsibilities. Topics covered include: Associations and Organizations; Historical Overview and
Practice; Individuals; Journalism in American History; Laws, Acts, and Legislation; Print, Broadcast,
Newsgroups, and Corporations; Technologies.

ap asian american studies: Across Meridians Jingi Ling, 2012-04-18 Over the course of the
last two decades, novelist Karen Tei Yamashita has reshaped the Asian American literary
imagination in profound ways. In Across Meridians, Jingi Ling offers readers the most critically
engaged examination to date of Yamashita's literary corpus. Crafted at the intersection of
intellectual history, ethnic studies, literary analysis, and critical theory, Ling's study goes beyond
textual investigation to intervene in larger debates over postmodern representation, spatial
materialism, historical form, and social and academic activism. Arguing that Yamashita's most
important contribution is her incorporation of a North-South vector into the East-West conceptual
paradigm, Ling highlights the novelist's re-prioritization, through such a geographical realignment,
of socio-economic concerns for Asian American literary criticism. In assessing Yamashita's works as
such, Ling designates her novelistic art as a form of new Asian American literary avant-garde that
operates from the peripheries of received histories, aesthetics, and disciplines. Seeking not only to
demonstrate the importance of Yamashita's transnational art, Ling sets new terms for ongoing
dialogues in Asian American literary and cultural criticism. At the same time, he argues for the
continuing relevance of Asian American literature as a self-reflexive and self-renewable critical
practice.

ap asian american studies: (Re)Envisioning Social Studies Education Research Sarah A.
Mathews, 2024-05-01 This edited book is a continuation of Keith Barton’s Research Methods in
Social Studies Education (2006), one of the most popular texts in the Information Age’s Research in
Social Education series. (Re)Envisioning Social Studies Education Research: Current
Epistemological and Methodological Expansions, Deconstructions, and Creations explores research
in social studies education over the 15 years since. Chapters offer insight into how researchers use
different epistemological frameworks and non-traditional or emergent methods to advance social
studies scholarship. The book is organized into two sections: (1) methodology as epistemological
stretches, revisions, and/or entanglements; and (2) emergent and non-traditional methods in social
studies research and practice. Authors pull on diverse and emerging theoretical frameworks, review
recently published research, and highlight their own experiences with inquiry in the field. This text
serves as a platform to explore the processes and products of diverse research decisions to engage
the field in broader conversations that can rethink, expand, and disrupt social studies education
research. The intention is also to honor and center epistemological frameworks that have been
marginalized in previous scholarship. This text can serve as an entry point for graduate students and
novice scholars, while also helping seasoned researchers seek opportunities to expand their own
work or mentor students.
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