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Yaxchilan AP Art History: Exploring the Masterpieces of an Ancient Maya City

yaxchilan ap art history opens a fascinating window into the world of the ancient Maya civilization.
Nestled along the banks of the Usumacinta River in present-day Chiapas, Mexico, Yaxchilan was a
powerful city-state known for its remarkable architecture, intricate carvings, and rich iconography. For
students and enthusiasts of AP Art History, Yaxchilan offers a compelling case study of how art and
politics intertwined in the Classic Maya period. This article delves into the artistic achievements of
Yaxchilan, highlighting its significance and the insights it offers into Maya culture.

The Historical Context of Yaxchilan

Yaxchilan thrived during the Late Classic period, roughly between 600 and 900 CE, a time when Maya
city-states were flourishing through trade, warfare, and dynastic rule. Unlike some Maya sites known
primarily for their monumental architecture, Yaxchilan stands out for its exquisite sculptural reliefs
and lintels that vividly depict royal ceremonies and mythological narratives.

Geographical and Political Significance

Located strategically on the river, Yaxchilan controlled key trade routes and maintained complex
relationships with neighboring city-states like Piedras Negras and Bonampak. Its rulers wielded power
not only through military might but also through the creation of art that reinforced their divine right to
rule. This political use of art is central to understanding Yaxchilan’s artistic legacy.

Yaxchilan’s Artistic Contributions

One of the most compelling aspects of Yaxchilan AP Art History is the city’s unique style and
iconography, primarily seen in its sculptural reliefs and lintels. These artworks are not just decorative
but serve as historical records that document significant events, such as royal bloodletting rituals and
dynastic successions.

Sculptural Reliefs and Lintels

Yaxchilan is renowned for its intricately carved limestone lintels that adorned doorways of major
structures. These reliefs are among the finest examples of Maya art and depict detailed scenes of
rulers engaging in ceremonial acts. For example, Lintel 24 from Structure 23 famously shows Lady
Xoc, a queen, performing a bloodletting ritual with great precision and emotional intensity.

The reliefs display a high degree of naturalism and movement, capturing both the physical and
spiritual dimensions of the ceremonies. The use of hieroglyphic texts alongside imagery helps



scholars interpret the historical and mythological significance of the scenes.

Architecture as an Artistic Canvas

Beyond sculpture, Yaxchilan’s architecture itself is a testament to the artistic sensibilities of the Maya.
The city’s plazas, temples, and palaces are adorned with corbel arches, roof combs, and stucco
decorations that emphasize verticality and grandeur. The placement of the lintels and reliefs in these
structures was carefully planned to convey the power and sanctity of the rulers.

Iconography and Symbolism in Yaxchilan Art

Understanding the symbolism in Yaxchilan’s art is key to appreciating its cultural significance. The
imagery often centers on themes of lineage, power, and cosmic order, reflecting the Maya worldview.

Royal Bloodletting and Divine Authority

Bloodletting rituals, frequently depicted in Yaxchilan’s reliefs, were believed to communicate with the
gods and ancestors, ensuring the continued prosperity of the city. These acts reinforced the rulers’
divine status and their role as intermediaries between the earthly and spiritual realms.

Mythological Narratives and Deities

Many carvings incorporate depictions of Maya deities and mythic creatures, weaving historical events
into a larger cosmological framework. The interplay of text and image allows the art to function as a
narrative device, conveying complex stories that intertwine history with myth.

Significance of Yaxchilan Art in AP Art History
Curriculum

For AP Art History students, Yaxchilan offers a rich example of how art serves as a historical document
and a tool of political propaganda. The site’s artworks illustrate the Maya’s sophisticated artistic
techniques and their deep connection between art, ritual, and governance.

Key Features to Remember

Material and Technique: Limestone carvings with precise detail and use of bas-relief.



Stylistic Characteristics: Naturalistic figures, dynamic compositions, and hierarchical scale.

Function: To legitimize rulers’ authority and record historical events.

Integration: Use of hieroglyphics combined with imagery to tell stories.

These aspects make Yaxchilan an essential study topic within the broader context of Pre-Columbian
art and Mesoamerican history.

Modern Discoveries and Preservation Efforts

The rediscovery of Yaxchilan in the 19th and 20th centuries brought its artistic treasures to light,
captivating archaeologists and art historians alike. Ongoing conservation efforts aim to preserve its
fragile carvings and structures from the ravages of time and environmental damage.

Challenges in Preserving Yaxchilan

The remote jungle location contributes to both the preservation and deterioration of the site.
Humidity, vegetation overgrowth, and looting pose threats to Yaxchilan’s artworks. International
collaboration and advanced technologies like 3D scanning are helping to document and protect these
invaluable cultural assets.

Tips for Studying Yaxchilan in AP Art History

When approaching Yaxchilan AP Art History content, it helps to:

Focus on the relationship between art and political power, noting how rulers used imagery to1.
reinforce their status.

Compare Yaxchilan’s art with other Maya sites like Palenque or Copán to understand regional2.
variations.

Pay attention to the iconography, especially bloodletting rituals and hieroglyphic inscriptions, to3.
interpret the narratives.

Use visual analysis to discuss stylistic elements such as composition, scale, and detail.4.

These strategies will deepen your understanding and enhance your ability to analyze Yaxchilan art in
exams or essays.



Exploring Yaxchilan AP Art History reveals a civilization where art was much more than decoration; it
was a powerful language that communicated authority, spirituality, and historical memory. The city's
breathtaking carvings and monumental architecture continue to inspire awe and scholarly inquiry,
making Yaxchilan a timeless treasure in the study of ancient art and culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Yaxchilan in AP Art History?
Yaxchilan is a major Maya archaeological site known for its impressive architecture, intricate lintels,
and detailed sculptural reliefs. It provides valuable insights into Maya political history, art, and
religious practices, making it an important subject in AP Art History.

What are the distinctive features of the lintels at Yaxchilan?
The lintels at Yaxchilan are famous for their detailed bas-relief carvings depicting royal rituals,
ceremonies, and mythological scenes. These carvings showcase the skill of Maya artists and offer a
narrative of the city's rulers and their divine connections.

How does Yaxchilan contribute to our understanding of Maya
political power?
Yaxchilan's monuments and inscriptions highlight the political alliances, warfare, and dynastic lineage
of its rulers. The site’s art and architecture illustrate how Maya kings used visual imagery to legitimize
their authority and communicate their power.

In what ways is the architecture of Yaxchilan representative
of Maya design principles?
Yaxchilan architecture features stepped pyramids, large plazas, and elaborate corbel arches,
reflecting classic Maya design. The integration of sculptural elements with architecture demonstrates
the Maya emphasis on blending art and structure for ceremonial purposes.

Why are the sculptural reliefs of Yaxchilan important for
studying Maya religion?
The sculptural reliefs at Yaxchilan depict deities, rituals, and mythological narratives integral to Maya
religion. They provide visual evidence of religious beliefs, cosmology, and the role of rulers as
intermediaries between gods and people, enriching our understanding of Maya spiritual life.

Additional Resources
Yaxchilan AP Art History: Unveiling the Artistic Mastery of a Classic Maya City

yaxchilan ap art history serves as a critical focal point for understanding the complexities of



Classic Maya civilization through its rich artistic legacy. Situated along the banks of the Usumacinta
River in present-day Chiapas, Mexico, Yaxchilan stands as a testament to the sophisticated artistry
and symbolic depth that characterize Maya culture. This ancient city’s art offers invaluable insights
into political power, religious practices, and social dynamics, making it a vital subject within AP Art
History curricula and scholarly investigations alike.

The Significance of Yaxchilan in Maya Art History

Yaxchilan’s artistic output is renowned for its intricate stone carvings, monumental architecture, and
finely crafted lintels that vividly depict royal ceremonies, mythological narratives, and historical
events. As a prominent Classic Maya city-state flourishing between the 4th and 9th centuries CE,
Yaxchilan’s artistic achievements provide a window into the era’s cultural and political milieu. Its art
reflects not only aesthetic values but also serves as a communication medium that reinforced
dynastic legitimacy and cosmological beliefs.

In the context of AP Art History, Yaxchilan’s contributions are pivotal for illustrating how art functioned
beyond mere decoration; it was integrally connected to governance, religion, and identity. The city’s
relief sculptures and architectural elements embody the sophisticated iconography that scholars
analyze to decode Maya iconology and hieroglyphics, a key component in understanding
Mesoamerican art history.

Architectural Marvels and Their Artistic Features

One cannot discuss Yaxchilan’s art without emphasizing its remarkable architecture, which
seamlessly integrates artistic motifs with structural design. The site’s most celebrated structures
include:

Structure 33: A step pyramid serving as a royal shrine, adorned with hieroglyphic inscriptions
that chronicle the reign of the ruler Itzamnaaj B’alam II.

Structure 23: Famous for its intricately carved lintels, this temple exemplifies the fusion of
architecture and narrative relief sculpture.

Structure 10L-16 (The Hieroglyphic Stairway): The longest known Maya hieroglyphic
inscription carved on a stairway, offering a crucial record of dynastic history.

These architectural feats are not merely functional; they are canvases for Yaxchilan’s artistic
expression. The lintels, in particular, demonstrate the high level of craftsmanship, featuring dynamic
human figures, ceremonial costumes, and complex iconographic elements that reveal the political
and religious ideologies of the time.



Lintels: The Crown Jewels of Yaxchilan Art

Among Yaxchilan’s artistic highlights are the elaborately carved stone lintels that span doorways and
entrances, serving both structural and symbolic purposes. These lintels are often the focus of AP Art
History studies due to their detailed iconography and narrative depth.

For instance, Lintel 25 from Structure 23 vividly portrays Lady Xoc, a prominent queen, performing a
bloodletting ritual—a practice integral to Maya spirituality and royal authority. The depiction captures
the ritual’s intensity and the queen’s pivotal role in mediating between the divine and mortal realms.
The artistry conveys emotion and movement, a rarity in Maya reliefs, and underscores the importance
of female agency in Yaxchilan’s court.

Other lintels similarly illustrate rulers engaged in acts of power, sacrifice, and divine communication,
reinforcing the intertwined nature of art, politics, and religion. The precision of carving and the use of
spatial composition in these lintels highlight the advanced artistic techniques employed by Maya
sculptors.

Iconography and Symbolism in Yaxchilan’s Artistic
Tradition

The iconographic program of Yaxchilan’s art is a rich tapestry of symbols that reflect Maya cosmology,
royal ideology, and mythological themes. Decoding these symbols is essential for AP Art History
students to grasp the cultural significance behind the visual narratives.

For example, recurring motifs such as the jaguar—often associated with power and the
underworld—appear frequently in Yaxchilan’s reliefs. Similarly, representations of serpents, celestial
bodies, and stylized plants communicate complex concepts about life, death, and rebirth. The
prominence of bloodletting scenes underscores the Maya belief in sacrifice as a necessary act for
ensuring cosmic balance and royal legitimacy.

The integration of hieroglyphic texts alongside images provides a dual narrative mode, combining
visual and linguistic storytelling. This synergy allows for a fuller understanding of the events and
rituals depicted, offering a comprehensive glimpse into Maya worldviews.

Comparative Perspectives: Yaxchilan and Other Maya Sites

When compared to contemporaneous Maya cities such as Palenque and Copán, Yaxchilan’s art stands
out for its emphasis on dynamic human interaction and ritualistic detail. While Palenque is noted for
its architectural innovation and narrative stucco reliefs, Yaxchilan excels in the sophistication of its
stone carvings and the vivid portrayal of ceremonial life.

Copán’s artistic style tends toward more elaborate hieroglyphic texts and sculptural complexity, but
Yaxchilan’s art is distinguished by its narrative clarity and the emotive quality of its figures. These
differences highlight regional variations within the Classic Maya artistic tradition and enrich the
broader discourse within AP Art History on Mesoamerican art.



Preservation Challenges and Archaeological Insights

The study of Yaxchilan’s art is complicated by environmental and preservation challenges. Located in
a dense jungle environment, many of the site’s sculptures and reliefs have suffered erosion and
damage over centuries. Archaeological efforts have been crucial in uncovering and restoring these
artworks, providing the primary material for ongoing art historical analysis.

Technological advancements such as 3D scanning and digital reconstruction have aided scholars in
visualizing and interpreting damaged or incomplete pieces. These tools have also enhanced the
accessibility of Yaxchilan’s art for educational purposes, allowing AP Art History students to engage
with the material culture in innovative ways.

Impact on Contemporary Understanding of Maya Civilization

Yaxchilan’s artistic legacy extends beyond aesthetics; it fundamentally shapes modern interpretations
of Maya political structures, religious practices, and social hierarchy. Through its art, researchers gain
evidence of dynastic succession, the role of women in leadership, and the ritualized exercise of
power.

For students and scholars of AP Art History, Yaxchilan exemplifies how art functions as a historical
document. Its reliefs and inscriptions not only narrate past events but also reveal the values and
beliefs that underpinned Classic Maya society. This holistic approach to art history underscores the
importance of interdisciplinary study, combining archaeology, epigraphy, and iconography.

In sum, the artistic heritage of Yaxchilan remains a cornerstone for understanding the sophistication
and cultural richness of the Maya civilization. Its enduring influence on AP Art History curricula attests
to its significance as both an artistic and historical treasure.

Yaxchilan Ap Art History

  yaxchilan ap art history: Yaxchilan Carolyn E. Tate, 2013-08-28 As archaeologists peel away
the jungle covering that has both obscured and preserved the ancient Maya cities of Mexico and
Central America, other scholars have only a limited time to study and understand the sites before
the jungle, weather, and human encroachment efface them again, perhaps forever. This urgency
underlies Yaxchilan: The Design of a Maya Ceremonial City, Carolyn Tate's comprehensive catalog
and analysis of all the city's extant buildings and sculptures. During a year of field work, Tate fully
documented the appearance of the site as of 1987. For each sculpture and building, she records its
discovery, present location, condition, measurements, and astronomical orientation and reconstructs
its Long Counts and Julian dates from Calendar Rounds. Line drawings and photographs provide a
visual document of the art and architecture of Yaxchilan. More than mere documentation, however,
the book explores the phenomenon of art within Maya society. Tate establishes a general framework
of cultural practices, spiritual beliefs, and knowledge likely to have been shared by eighth-century
Maya people. The process of making public art is considered in relation to other modes of aesthetic
expression, such as oral tradition and ritual. This kind of analysis is new in Maya studies and offers
fresh insight into the function of these magnificent cities and the powerful role public art and

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/yaxchilan-ap-art-history.pdf


architecture play in establishing cultural norms, in education in a semiliterate society, and in
developing the personal and community identities of individuals. Several chapters cover the specifics
of art and iconography at Yaxchilan as a basis for examining the creation of the city in the Late
Classic period. Individual sculptures are attributed to the hands of single artists and workshops, thus
aiding in dating several of the monuments. The significance of headdresses, backracks, and other
costume elements seen on monuments is tied to specific rituals and fashions, and influence from
other sites is traced. These analyses lead to a history of the design of the city under the reigns of
Shield Jaguar (A.D. 681-741) and Bird Jaguar IV (A.D. 752-772). In Tate's view, Yaxchilan and other
Maya cities were designed as both a theater for ritual activities and a nexus of public art and social
structures that were crucial in defining the self within Maya society.
  yaxchilan ap art history: AP Art History: 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online
Practice John B. Nici, 2020-08-04 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP
experts! Barron’s AP Art History includes in-depth content review and online practice. It’s the only
book you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from
Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with
comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study
advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen
your test-taking skills with 5 full-length practice tests--3 in the book and 2 more online Strengthen
your knowledge with in-depth review covering all Units on the AP Art History Exam Reinforce your
learning with practice questions at the end of each chapter Interactive Online Practice Continue
your practice with 2 full-length practice tests and 400 online flashcards on Barron’s Online Learning
Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test option Deepen your understanding with
detailed answer explanations and expert advice Gain confidence with automated scoring to check
your learning progress
  yaxchilan ap art history: AP Art History Premium, Sixth Edition: Prep Book with 5 Practice
Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Barron's Educational Series, John B. Nici,
2023-07-04 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP
Art History Premium, Sixth Edition includes in‑depth content review and practice. It’s the only book
you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron’s‑‑all
content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review
tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam
day‑‑it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test‑taking
skills with 5 full‑length practice tests‑‑3 in the book, including a diagnostic test to target your
studying, and 2 more online–plus detailed answer explanations for all questions Strengthen your
knowledge with in‑depth review covering all units on the AP Art History exam Reinforce your
learning with practice questions at the end of each chapter Learn to think like an art historian by
reviewing hundreds of clear figures and key details about how they were made, their significance in
history, and how to interpret and compare them to other famous works of art Robust Online Practice
Continue your practice with 2 full‑length practice tests on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate
the exam experience with a timed test option Deepen your understanding with detailed answer
explanations and expert advice Gain confidence with scoring to check your learning progress
  yaxchilan ap art history: The Bioarchaeology of Space and Place Gabriel D. Wrobel,
2014-04-16 The Bioarchaeology of Space and Place investigates variations in social identity among
the ancient Maya by focusing on individuals and small groups identified archaeologically by their
inclusion in specific, discrete mortuary contexts or by unusual mortuary treatments. Utilizing
archaeological, biological and taphonomic data from these contexts, the studies employ a variety of
methodological approaches to reconstruct aspects of individuals’ life-course and mortuary pathways.
Following this, specific mortuary behaviors are discussed in relation to their local or regional
cultural setting using relevant archaeological, ethnohistoric, and/or ethnographic data in an effort to
interpret their meaning within the broader social, political and economic contexts in which they
were carried out. This volume covers a number of topics that are currently being debated in Maya



archaeology, including identification and discussion of the role and extent of human sacrifice in
Maya culture, the use of ancestors for maintaining political power, the mortuary use of caves by
both elites and non-elites, ethnic distinctions within urban areas and the extent of movement of
people between communities. Importantly, the papers in this volume attempt to test and move
beyond static, dichotic categories that are often employed in mortuary studies in an effort to better
understand the complex ways in which the Maya conceptualized and manipulated social identity.
This type of nuanced case-study approach that incorporates historical, archaeological and
theoretical contextualization is becoming increasingly important in the field of bioarchaeology,
providing valuable sources of data where small, diverse samples impede populational approaches.
  yaxchilan ap art history: The Lost Chronicles of the Maya Kings David Drew, 2002-05-01
An in-depth discussion of the latest archeological findings about the Mayan civilization explores the
sophistication of this long-misunderstood culture and addressing such issues as why the civilization
disappeared, why they built cities in jungles, and more.
  yaxchilan ap art history: The Archaeology of Yucatán: New Directions and Data Travis W.
Stanton, 2014-10-10 This volume was conceived to provide a forum for Mexican and foreign scholars
to publish new data and interpretations on the archaeology of the northern Maya lowlands,
specifically the State of Yucatán.
  yaxchilan ap art history: The Ancient Maya, 6th Edition Robert J. Sharer, Loa P. Traxler, 2006
The rich findings of recent exploration and research are incorporated in this completely revised and
greatly expanded sixth edition of this standard work on the Maya people. New field discoveries, new
technical advances, new successes in the decipherment of Maya writing, and new theoretical
perspectives on the Maya past have made this new edition necessary.
  yaxchilan ap art history: The Art and Architecture of Ancient America George Kubler,
1993-01-01 Offers a survey of the paintings and architecture of the Mexican, Mayan, and Andean
peoples
  yaxchilan ap art history: AP® Art History Crash Course Book + Online Gayle A. Asch,
Matt Curless, 2016-03-22 REA's Crash Course for the AP® Art History Exam - Gets You a Higher
Advanced Placement® Score in Less Time 2nd Edition - Completely Revised for the New 2016 Exam
Crash Course is perfect for the time-crunched student, the last-minute studier, or anyone who wants
a refresher on the subject. Are you crunched for time? Have you started studying for your Advanced
Placement® Art History exam yet? How will you memorize everything you need to know before the
test? Do you wish there was a fast and easy way to study for the exam AND boost your score? If this
sounds like you, don't panic. REA's Crash Course for AP® Art History is just what you need. Our
Crash Course gives you: Targeted, Focused Review - Study Only What You Need to Know The Crash
Course is based on an in-depth analysis of the new AP® Art History course description outline and
actual AP® test questions. It covers only the information tested on the exam, so you can make the
most of your valuable study time. Written by an AP® Art History teacher, the targeted review
prepares students for the 2016 test by focusing on the new framework concepts and learning
objectives tested on the redesigned AP® Art History exam. Easy-to-read review chapters in outline
format cover all the artistic traditions students need to know, including Global Prehistory, Ancient
Mediterranean, Europe and the Americas, Asia, Africa, and more. The book also features must-know
Art History terms all AP® students should know before test day. Expert Test-taking Strategies Our
experienced AP® Art History teacher shares detailed question-level strategies and explains the best
way to answer the multiple-choice and free-response questions you'll encounter on test day. By
following our expert tips and advice, you can boost your overall point score! FREE Practice Exam
After studying the material in the Crash Course, go to the online REA Study Center and test what
you've learned. Our free practice exam features timed testing, detailed explanations of answers, and
automatic scoring analysis. The exam is balanced to include every topic and type of question found
on the actual AP® exam, so you know you're studying the smart way. Whether you're cramming for
the test at the last minute, looking for extra review, or want to study on your own in preparation for
the exams - this is the study guide every AP® Art History student must have. When it's crucial



crunch time and your Advanced Placement® exam is just around the corner, you need REA's Crash
Course for AP® Art History!
  yaxchilan ap art history: Мифология майя и ацтеков. Сверхъестественные существа и боги
Ксения Ямашева, Сандра Хохрякова, Галина Борисова, 2025-01-27 Настоящая книга
предлагает увлекательное и глубокое знакомство с миром богов и сверхъестественных
существ, в которых верили древние майя и ацтеки. Реконструкция мифологических
представлений и пантеона богов древних майя является сложной задачей, над решением
которой историки и археологи работают уже более ста лет. Впервые на русском языке
публикуется книга, в которой представлен общий обзор различных богов как майя, так и
ацтеков, а также рассматривается трансформация мифологических представлений в
классический и постклассический периоды. Некоторые из этих верований сохранились до
наших дней и находят свое отражение в современных культах на территории Мексики и
Гватемалы. Настоящее издание адресовано исследователям и студентам, интересующимся
историей и мифологией, а также широкой аудитории, желающей глубже понять дух и культуру
древних народов Мезоамерики.
  yaxchilan ap art history: Latin American Antiquity , 2007
  yaxchilan ap art history: Seen Not Heard Ilona Zsolnay, 2023-04-10 Traditionally, writing--a
graphic, multidimensional form of communication--has been approached as a vehicle for
representing, and therefore conveying, the spoken word. Moving beyond this manner of analysis,
this volume interrogates writing as a medium that is not simply a handmaiden to oral and aural
exchange but a communication system that is richly layered and experienced. To exploit this aspect
of visual code, scholars from the fields of Egyptology, Sinology, Hittitology, and Assyriology,
together with Mesoamericanists, art historians, and a sign language specialist, are brought together
in this volume. In its pages, these contributors incorporate into their analyses methods more
commonly used in linguistics and semiotics, communication studies, art historical analysis, and
traditional philology to new ends in order to form original trajectories of inquiry. Each contribution
either lays bare explicit exploitation of visuality in scribal production as a means to cement power,
reveal the mystical, induce humor, or expose clandestine views or it locates implicit knowledge
schemes and cultural maps underlying and informing these same productions. The pioneering
investigations presented in Seen Not Heard reveal that although writing may be heard, the fact that
it can also be seen affects its reception and therefore the meaning of any transported phonological
units.
  yaxchilan ap art history: Motul de San José Antonia E Foias, Kitty F Emery, 2012-09-23
Scholars have long debated the nature of Maya political organization during the Classic period (AD
250-950). Complex questions regarding political centralization, economic change, and the role of
politics and economics in the rise and collapse of the civilization have been examined and
reexamined from a variety of perspectives. Antonia Foias and Kitty Emery have assembled a broad
collection of essays all focused on a single polity, that of Motul de San José. By presenting a
coherent interdisciplinary body of archaeological and environmental data, the volume offers an
intensely deep, focused investigation of the various models of the ancient Maya political and
economic systems. Research conducted over six seasons of fieldwork reveals a more centralized
political system than expected and uncovers the workings of the ancient economic structure. The
contributors offer new details concerning how involved royals and nonroyal elites were in the
politics of nearby states, as well as an extensive tribute system.
  yaxchilan ap art history: Yaxchilán Arturo Guevara Sánchez, David Leonor Quiroz, María Ana
Portal, 1986
  yaxchilan ap art history: Mesoamerican Writing Systems Elizabeth P. Benson, 1973
  yaxchilan ap art history: History of Art José Pijoán, 1927
  yaxchilan ap art history: History of Art, Foreword by Robert B. Harshe ... Translated by Ralph
L. Roys ... José Pijoán, 1927
  yaxchilan ap art history: Anthropology and History in Yucatán Grant D. Jones, 2014-05-12



Anthropology and History in Yucatán is a collection of ten essays that offer new evidence and
interpretations of the survival and adaptation of lowland Maya culture from its earliest contact with
the Spanish to the 1970s. These case studies reflect a growing interest in the use of historical
approaches in the development of models of cultural change that will integrate archaeological,
historical, and ethnographic data. The portrait of the Maya emerging from this collection is that of a
remarkably vital people who have skillfully resisted total incorporation with their neighbors and who
continue even today to emphasize their cultural independence and historical uniqueness. In his
introduction, Grant D. Jones synthesizes previous studies of the anthropological history of Yucatán
and summarizes the theoretical issues underlying the volume. Section I, which focuses on continuity
and change in the boundaries of Maya ethnicity in Yucatán, includes contributions by the late Sir
Eric Thompson, France V. Scholes, and O. Nigel Bolland. Section II presents comparative regional
perspectives of Maya adaptations to external forces of change and contains essays by D. E. Dumond,
Grant D. Jones, James W. Ryder, and Anne C. Collins. In the closing section, three articles, by
Victoria Reifler Bricker, Allan F. Burns, and Irwin Press, treat Maya concepts of their own history.
Throughout the book, the authors demonstrate that models far more complex than Robert Redfield’s
folk-urban continuum must be developed to account for the great regional variations in responses by
the Maya to the pressures of economic, cultural, and political control as exerted by Spanish,
Mexican, Guatemalan, and British authorities over the past four centuries. The essays demonstrate a
variety of methodological approaches that will be of interest to historians, ethnohistorians,
ethnologists, archaeologists, and those who have a general interest in the survival of Maya culture.
  yaxchilan ap art history: Classic Maya Political History T. Patrick Culbert, 1996-03-29 This
volume is the first to present in detail the results of recent decipherment of Maya hieroglyphic
writing and to consider the implications of a Classic Maya written history. Contributors examine the
way in which the Maya elite created the kinship, alliance, warfare and ceremonial networks on
which the civilization was founded.
  yaxchilan ap art history: History of Humanity UNESCO, 1996-12-31 The period covered is
marked by several turning-points, such as the spread of iron technology, the introduction of
innovative irrigation systems and the development of new forms of urbanization. In China, India and
the Mediterranean, in Central America and in parts of South America, the so-called 'Classical
cultures' rose. For the first time, science attempted to develop independently of myth and religion,
as a new method to explain nature and human destiny. But this period also witnessed the rise of
universal religions such as Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity and, in the seventh century, Islam.
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