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**Woman with a Parasol Analysis: Exploring Impressionism’s Light and Elegance**

woman with a parasol analysis invites us into the shimmering world of Impressionism, where fleeting
moments and natural light become the heart of artistic expression. Claude Monet’s iconic painting, *Woman
with a Parasol – Madame Monet and Her Son* (1875), is a masterpiece that captures not only a visual scene
but also an emotional experience, reflecting the artist’s fascination with light, movement, and everyday
life. In this article, we’ll delve into the details of this famous work, uncovering its artistic techniques,
historical context, and why it remains a beloved image in the world of art.

Understanding the Context of Woman with a Parasol

To fully appreciate the painting, it’s crucial to understand the historical and personal context behind
*Woman with a Parasol*. Painted during the height of Impressionism, this piece features Monet’s wife,
Camille, and their son, Jean. The work was created en plein air (outside), a hallmark of Impressionist
practice that sought to capture the transient effects of light and atmosphere.

The Impressionist Movement and Its Influence

Impressionism emerged in the late 19th century as a break from traditional academic painting. Artists like
Monet, Renoir, and Degas aimed to depict modern life with spontaneity and vibrancy, emphasizing natural
light and color over detailed realism. The *Woman with a Parasol* exemplifies these ideals through its
loose brushwork and focus on the changing qualities of daylight.

Monet’s Personal Connection to the Painting

Monet’s choice to paint his wife and son adds emotional depth to the work. Rather than a posed portrait, it
feels candid and intimate, reflecting a genuine moment during a leisurely stroll. This personal element
enriches the painting, inviting viewers to connect with Monet’s family life and the joy of a sunny
afternoon.

Visual Elements in Woman with a Parasol Analysis

A close look at the painting reveals the techniques Monet used to evoke movement, light, and atmosphere.



These elements contribute to the overall impression and help explain why the work remains so
captivating.

Brushwork and Technique

One of the most striking features is Monet’s use of loose, quick brushstrokes. Instead of carefully blending
colors for smooth transitions, Monet applies paint in dabs and strokes that allow the viewer’s eye to mix
colors optically. This approach conveys a sense of immediacy and liveliness, as if the scene is constantly
shifting with the breeze.

Light and Color Palette

The palette is dominated by soft greens, blues, and whites, with touches of vibrant yellow and pink. Monet
masterfully captures the sunlight filtering through the leaves and bouncing off Camille’s dress and parasol.
Notice how the parasol itself—delicately patterned and translucent—filters the light, casting subtle shadows
and adding depth.

Composition and Perspective

Monet’s composition places the woman slightly off-center, with the parasol creating a dynamic diagonal
that leads the eye upward. The lower vantage point gives Camille a statuesque presence, emphasizing her
grace against the open sky. The blurred figure of Jean in the background adds a sense of depth and suggests
movement, as if the scene is part of a larger, unfolding moment.

Symbolism and Themes in Woman with a Parasol

Beyond its visual appeal, *Woman with a Parasol* offers rich symbolic meaning, reflecting broader themes
of femininity, nature, and modern life.

Representation of Femininity and Leisure

Camille’s flowing dress and the delicate parasol symbolize the elegance and refinement associated with
19th-century femininity. The leisurely stroll in nature reflects the era’s burgeoning middle-class values
around relaxation and enjoyment of the outdoors, contrasting with the industrialization happening
elsewhere.



Nature and Transience

Monet’s emphasis on light and atmosphere highlights the fleeting quality of the moment. The painting
captures a specific time of day—the gentle afternoon light—and the ephemeral nature of a breeze moving
through the grass and leaves. This celebration of impermanence is central to Impressionist philosophy.

Why Woman with a Parasol Continues to Resonate

The lasting popularity of *Woman with a Parasol* can be attributed to its combination of technical
brilliance, emotional warmth, and universal themes.

Emotional Connection and Accessibility

Unlike grand historical or mythological scenes, this painting depicts an everyday moment that viewers can
relate to. The image of a mother and child enjoying a sunny day evokes feelings of peace and happiness,
making it accessible and emotionally resonant.

Innovative Artistic Techniques

Monet’s innovative use of color, light, and brushwork paved the way for modern art movements that
followed. His ability to capture the sensation of light rather than exact details invites viewers to experience
the world through impressionistic eyes, a fresh and engaging perspective even today.

Tips for Viewing and Appreciating Woman with a Parasol

Whether you encounter this painting in a museum or through reproductions, here are some ways to
deepen your appreciation:

Observe the brushstrokes up close: Notice how Monet’s strokes create texture and movement,
bringing the scene to life.

Consider the light source: Pay attention to how sunlight affects colors and shadows, changing the
mood of the painting.



Reflect on the composition: Think about the perspective and how it shapes your understanding of
the subjects.

Connect emotionally: Imagine yourself in the scene—feeling the breeze, warmth, and tranquility
Monet conveys.

Exploring these aspects can transform your viewing experience from passive observation to active
engagement.

*Woman with a Parasol* remains a timeless testament to Monet’s skill and vision. Through its delicate
interplay of light, color, and emotion, the painting invites us to savor a simple moment in nature,
reminding us of the beauty found in everyday life. This enduring masterpiece continues to inspire artists
and art lovers alike, offering endless layers of meaning and artistic innovation to discover.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of light and shadow in 'Woman with a Parasol'
by Claude Monet?
In 'Woman with a Parasol,' Monet uses light and shadow to capture the fleeting effects of sunlight and
atmosphere, creating a sense of movement and immediacy typical of Impressionism.

How does Monet's brushwork contribute to the overall feel of 'Woman
with a Parasol'?
Monet's loose, fluid brushwork gives the painting a sense of spontaneity and vibrancy, emphasizing the
impression of a moment captured in time rather than detailed realism.

What themes are explored in 'Woman with a Parasol'?
The painting explores themes of leisure, nature, and the transient beauty of everyday life, reflecting the
Impressionist focus on modern life and outdoor scenes.

Who is the woman depicted in 'Woman with a Parasol' and what is her
relevance?
The woman is Monet's wife, Camille Monet, and her presence adds a personal and intimate dimension to
the work, highlighting Monet's interest in portraying his immediate surroundings.



How does the composition of 'Woman with a Parasol' affect the viewer's
perspective?
The upward angle of the composition places the viewer below the woman, enhancing the sense of looking
up into an open, airy landscape and emphasizing the parasol's delicate form against the sky.

What role does color play in 'Woman with a Parasol'?
Color is central to the painting, with vibrant greens, blues, and whites creating a lively, fresh atmosphere
that conveys the brightness of a sunny day and the lushness of nature.

How does Monet's 'Woman with a Parasol' reflect Impressionist ideals?
The painting embodies Impressionist ideals by focusing on outdoor light, capturing a fleeting moment,
using vibrant colors, and employing loose brushstrokes to evoke sensory impressions rather than precise
details.

What is the historical context behind 'Woman with a Parasol'?
Painted in 1875, the work reflects the Impressionist movement's break from traditional studio painting,
emphasizing plein air techniques and contemporary life during a period of social and artistic change in
France.

How does 'Woman with a Parasol' convey motion?
Monet suggests motion through the dynamic positioning of the woman's dress and parasol, as well as the
lively, swirling brushstrokes that imply a breeze and the transient nature of the scene.

Why is 'Woman with a Parasol' considered an iconic Impressionist
painting?
It is iconic because it perfectly captures the Impressionist focus on light, atmosphere, and modern life with
innovative techniques that convey immediacy and emotion, making it a celebrated example of the
movement.

Additional Resources
Woman with a Parasol Analysis: A Closer Look at Monet’s Iconic Impressionist Masterpiece

woman with a parasol analysis reveals an intricate interplay of light, movement, and emotion that has
captivated art enthusiasts and scholars alike. Claude Monet’s 1875 painting, often simply referred to as



"Woman with a Parasol," is not only a quintessential example of Impressionism but also a profound
exploration of everyday moments rendered with extraordinary delicacy. This article delves into the
various elements that make this artwork a significant cultural and artistic landmark, examining its
composition, stylistic features, and historical context.

Understanding the Context and Creation of Woman with a
Parasol

At the heart of any woman with a parasol analysis lies an understanding of its origin. Painted by Claude
Monet during the height of the Impressionist movement, the artwork captures a fleeting outdoor scene
featuring Monet’s wife, Camille Monet, and their son Jean. Created in 1875, the painting embodies the
Impressionist preoccupation with natural light and spontaneous moments.

Monet’s decision to depict his wife in motion, caught in a gentle breeze as she holds a parasol, is a departure
from traditional portraiture. Rather than a static, posed image, the painting conveys a dynamic sense of life
and immediacy. This approach aligns with Impressionism’s broader emphasis on capturing the “impression”
of a scene rather than meticulously detailed realism.

Composition and Use of Color

One of the most striking features in a woman with a parasol analysis is Monet’s masterful use of composition
and color. The painting is dominated by soft, pastel hues that evoke a serene summer day. The parasol itself,
rendered in light greens and whites, creates a focal point that contrasts gently with the vibrant blues of the
sky and the lush greens of the meadow.

Monet employs a loose, almost sketch-like brushwork that suggests movement and atmospheric effects
rather than precise detail. This technique enhances the impression of a moment captured spontaneously.
The upward angle from which the viewer observes Camille and the parasol adds a monumental quality to
an otherwise intimate scene.

The Role of Light and Atmosphere

Light is central to the woman with a parasol analysis. Monet’s fascination with natural light is evident in
the way sunlight filters through the parasol’s fabric, casting delicate shadows on Camille’s face and dress.
The interplay between light and shadow not only adds depth but also creates a luminous quality that seems
to breathe life into the canvas.



This treatment of light aligns with Impressionist goals to depict the transient effects of atmosphere and time
of day. The painting appears to capture a specific moment, possibly late morning or early afternoon, where
the sun is high yet softened by a gentle breeze.

Stylistic Features and Impressionist Techniques

The woman with a parasol analysis cannot overlook the stylistic choices that define Monet’s approach
within the Impressionist framework. Impressionism, a movement that emerged in the late 19th century,
sought to break from academic conventions by emphasizing light and color over line and form.

Brushwork and Texture

Monet’s brushwork in this painting is loose and fluid, characterized by rapid, visible strokes that build up
color and texture. This technique contrasts sharply with the smooth, polished surfaces favored by earlier
academic painters. The textured brushstrokes create a sense of immediacy and movement, inviting
viewers to engage with the painting from multiple perspectives.

Perspective and Spatial Depth

Unlike traditional portraiture with a fixed horizon line, the perspective in woman with a parasol is
dynamic. The viewer’s vantage point from below heightens the sense of openness and airiness. The depth
is enhanced through the positioning of Camille in the foreground, with the sky and meadow stretching
infinitely beyond her figure. This spatial arrangement reinforces the theme of nature’s vastness and the
transient human presence within it.

Emotion and Subjectivity

Impressionism often aimed to convey subjective experience rather than objective reality. In this regard,
the woman with a parasol analysis highlights Monet’s ability to evoke mood and emotion through color and
light. The painting communicates a sense of tranquility, leisure, and intimacy, reflecting the personal
relationship between artist and subject.

Comparisons with Other Impressionist Works



Placing the woman with a parasol analysis alongside other Impressionist masterpieces reveals key insights
into Monet’s unique contributions and the broader artistic context of the period.

Comparison with Renoir’s Portraits: While Pierre-Auguste Renoir’s portraits often emphasize the
sensuality and social grace of their subjects, Monet’s approach is more atmospheric and less focused on
facial detail, favoring the interaction between figure and environment.

Relation to Monet’s Own Series: Monet’s fascination with light and nature is evident across his
oeuvre, including his famous water lilies and haystack series. Woman with a Parasol shares this
thematic focus but stands out for its inclusion of human figures, blending portraiture with landscape.

Divergence from Academic Tradition: Unlike the precise realism of academic painters such as Jean-
Léon Gérôme, Monet’s painting embraces impermanence and the subjective perception of reality,
hallmarks of Impressionism.

Interpretive Perspectives and Symbolism

Beyond its aesthetic qualities, a woman with a parasol analysis often explores interpretive layers that add
depth to the work’s meaning.

Symbolism of the Parasol

The parasol itself is a potent symbol within the painting. Traditionally associated with protection from the
sun, femininity, and social status, the parasol in Monet’s artwork also serves as a compositional device that
frames Camille’s face and interacts with the surrounding light. Some art historians suggest it symbolizes the
delicate balance between nature and culture, shielding yet not isolating the figure from her environment.

Representation of Modernity and Leisure

The painting captures a moment emblematic of emerging modern lifestyles in late 19th-century France.
The leisurely outdoor stroll, attire, and parasol reflect bourgeois values and the increasing importance of
leisure time—a theme explored by Impressionists keen to depict contemporary life.



Gender and Identity

From a feminist perspective, woman with a parasol analysis might consider how Monet’s portrayal
negotiates traditional gender roles. Camille is both passive, as suggested by her posture and role as a model,
and central, commanding attention through her placement and the dynamic movement suggested by the
breeze.

Technical Aspects and Conservation

A thorough woman with a parasol analysis includes an examination of the painting’s technical execution
and its preservation history.

Medium and Materials

Executed in oil on canvas, the painting measures approximately 39 by 32 inches. Monet’s choice of oil
allowed for rich layering and blending of colors, essential for the nuanced depiction of light and
atmosphere. The rapid brushwork and use of vibrant pigments are characteristic of Monet’s mature
Impressionist style.

Conservation Challenges

Over time, the delicate layers of paint and exposure to light have necessitated careful conservation efforts.
Museums housing the painting prioritize climate control and limited exposure to prevent fading or damage
to the subtle pastel tones that define the work’s aesthetic.

Legacy and Influence of Woman with a Parasol

The enduring appeal of Monet’s woman with a parasol is evident in its frequent inclusion in exhibitions,
art history curricula, and popular culture. Its influence extends beyond Impressionism, inspiring
contemporary artists to explore light, color, and movement in innovative ways.

Moreover, the painting’s status as an iconic image of femininity and modern life ensures its continued
relevance. It remains a focal point for scholarly debates about Impressionism’s artistic goals and its social
implications.



In sum, a woman with a parasol analysis opens a window not only onto Monet’s technical mastery but also
onto the broader cultural currents of his time. Through its vibrant depiction of a simple, joyful moment, the
painting transcends its era, inviting ongoing reflection on the intersection of art, life, and perception.

Woman With A Parasol Analysis

  woman with a parasol analysis: An Analysis of Religious Belief John Russell Amberley
(viscount), 1876
  woman with a parasol analysis: The Living Age , 1897
  woman with a parasol analysis: R.S. Thomas E. Shepherd, 2015-12-17 R.S. Thomas's
presentation of God has given rise to controversy and dissent. Exploring Thomas's techniques of
creating his images of God, Elaine Shepherd addresses the problems surrounding the language of
religion and of religious poetry. Refusing to limit herself to conventionally religious poems, and
drawing on material from the earliest work to Counterpoint and beyond, she identifies the
challenges with which Thomas confronts his readers. The sequence of close readings engages the
reader in an exploration of language and image: from the image of woman as constructed by the
Impressionist to the non-image of the mystical theologian.
  woman with a parasol analysis: Environmental Health Literacy Symma Finn, Liam R.
O'Fallon, 2018-09-12 This book explores various and distinct aspects of environmental health
literacy (EHL) from the perspective of investigators working in this emerging field and their
community partners in research. Chapters aim to distinguish EHL from health literacy and
environmental health education in order to classify it as a unique field with its own purposes and
outcomes. Contributions in this book represent the key aspects of communication, dissemination and
implementation, and social scientific research related to environmental health sciences and the
range of expertise and interest in EHL. Readers will learn about the conceptual framework and
underlying philosophical tenets of EHL, and its relation to health literacy and communications
research. Special attention is given to topics like dissemination and implementation of culturally
relevant environmental risk messaging, and promotion of EHL through visual technologies.
Authoritative entries by experts also focus on important approaches to advancing EHL through
community-engaged research and by engaging teachers and students at an early age through
developing innovative STEM curriculum. The significance of theater is highlighted by describing the
use of an interactive theater experience as an approach that enables community residents to express
themselves in non-verbal ways.
  woman with a parasol analysis: Psychophysical Acting Phillip B. Zarrilli, 2012-10-12
Psychophysical Acting is a direct and vital address to the demands of contemporary theatre on
today’s actor. Drawing on over thirty years of intercultural experience, Phillip Zarrilli aims to equip
actors with practical and conceptual tools with which to approach their work. Areas of focus include:
an historical overview of a psychophysical approach to acting from Stanislavski to the present acting
as an ‘energetics’ of performance, applied to a wide range of playwrights: Samuel Beckett, Martin
Crimp, Sarah Kane, Kaite O’Reilly and Ota Shogo a system of training though yoga and Asian martial
arts that heightens sensory awareness, dynamic energy, and in which body and mind become one
practical application of training principles to improvisation exercises. Psychophysical Acting is
accompanied by Peter Hulton’s downloadable resources featuring exercises, production
documentation, interviews, and reflection.
  woman with a parasol analysis: The Battleship Potemkin Richard Taylor, 2001-01-12 The
KINO Russian Cinema series has been expanding to provide students and general readers with
readable, companion handbooks to important and interesting films of Russian cinema from its
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beginnings to the late 1990s. This volume investigates the production, context and reception of the
film Battleship Potemkin, the people who made it, and the film itself, including its place in Russian
and World cinema.
  woman with a parasol analysis: The Technology Transfer Improvements Act United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Patents, Copyrights, and
Trademarks, 1993
  woman with a parasol analysis: The Spectator , 1836 A weekly review of politics, literature,
theology, and art.
  woman with a parasol analysis: Legally Charming Lauren Smith, 2017-11-07 This prince
charming has no time for love. Hot shot lawyer, Jared Redmond is a workaholic whose romantic life
is a string of quick flings. After a long business trip, he returns home early to find his younger
brother has thrown a Halloween party in their apartment and there’s a big problem... There’s a
woman wearing a princess gown in his bed...a real sleeping beauty. His undeniable attraction to this
mysterious stranger sets him on a path toward the one thing he’d never planned on...falling in love.
But his fair princess has no time for love either, and when their careers put them on separate paths,
Jared has to fight to win back the woman who stole his heart or lose her forever.
  woman with a parasol analysis: Making Modernity in the Islamic Mediterranean Margaret S.
Graves, Alex Dika Seggerman, 2022-04-19 The Islamic world's artistic traditions experienced
profound transformation in the 19th century as rapidly developing technologies and globalizing
markets ushered in drastic changes in technique, style, and content. Despite the importance and
ingenuity of these developments, the 19th century remains a gap in the history of Islamic art. To fill
this opening in art historical scholarship, Making Modernity in the Islamic Mediterranean charts
transformations in image-making, architecture, and craft production in the Islamic world from Fez to
Istanbul. Contributors focus on the shifting methods of production, reproduction, circulation, and
exchange artists faced as they worked in fields such as photography, weaving, design, metalwork,
ceramics, and even transportation. Covering a range of media and a wide geographical spread,
Making Modernity in the Islamic Mediterranean reveals how 19th-century artists in the Middle East
and North Africa reckoned with new tools, materials, and tastes from local perspectives.
  woman with a parasol analysis: Re-reading the Monstrous-Feminine Nicholas Chare, Jeanette
Hoorn, Audrey Yue, 2019-10-08 This book provides a critical reappraisal of Barbara Creed’s
ground-breaking work of feminist psychoanalytic film scholarship, The Monstrous-Feminine, which
was first published in 1993. The Monstrous-Feminine married psychoanalytic thinking with film
analysis in radically new ways to provide an invaluable corrective to conventional approaches to the
study of women in horror films, with their narrow emphasis on woman’s victimhood. This volume,
which will mark 25 years since the publication of The Monstrous-Feminine, brings together essays
by international scholars working across a variety of disciplines who take up Creed’s ideas in new
ways and fresh contexts or, more broadly, explore possible futures for feminist and/or
psychoanalytically informed art history and film theory.
  woman with a parasol analysis: The Caledonian , 1904
  woman with a parasol analysis: Bazille: Purity, Pose, and Painting in the 1860s , 1998
  woman with a parasol analysis: Fabric of Vision Anne Hollander, 2016-09-22 Clothing
appears in all forms of figurative painting, often taking up two thirds of a frame; yet it can often go
unnoticed. Far more than a simple means of identifying the status or occupation of a figure, clothes
and cloth are used creatively by artists to hint at ambiguities in character, adjust the emotional
temperature, direct the eye or make subtle allusions. Drawing on works by artists over a period of
six centuries, from Giotto to El Greco, Matisse to Cindy Sherman, the author reveals through
paintings, fashion plates, photographs and film stills how drapery in art evolved from Renaissance
extravagance to Neoclassical simplicity at the end of the 18th century, and has extended to infinite
uses in all genres of Modern art. First published in 2002 to accompany an exhibition of the same
name at the National Gallery, London, this beautifully illustrated - and beautifully written - book by
pioneering art historian and critic Anne Hollander, is reissued with a new Foreword by Valerie



Steele. As penetrating and insightful as when it was first published, it remains a must-read for
today's generation of students and anyone with an interest in art and fashion.
  woman with a parasol analysis: Monet and His Muse Mary Mathews Gedo, 2010-09-30 Mary
Mathews Gedo's Monet and His Muse is a highly original work of impeccable scholarship, not only
because it provides the first thorough and penetrating psychobiographical portrait of the artist, but
also because of its unusual focus on the profound role that the painter's first wife played in his life
and art. Gedo has absolute command of both the Monet literature and primary sources, and here she
locates the artist's wife and frequent model Camille within the imaginatively rich network of Monet's
associations with the women in his life and with various conscious and unconscious symbols in his
paintings. But Camille was not simply a symbol; Gedo examines Monet and his wife's actual
marriage in all its complex and fascinating glory. This book represents the crowning achievement of
our country's best psycho-biographer of figures in the visual arts. Bradley I. Collins, Parsons, The
New School For Design --
  woman with a parasol analysis: Post-Impressionism Nathalia Brodskaïa, 2023-12-28 Whilst
Impressionism marked the first steps toward modern painting by revolutionising an artistic medium
stifled by academic conventions, Post-Impressionism, even more revolutionary, completely liberated
colour and opened it to new, unknown horizons. Anchored in his epoch, relying on the new
chromatic studies of Michel Eugène Chevreul, Georges Seurat transcribed the chemist’s theory of
colours into tiny points that created an entire image. With his heavy strokes, Van Gogh illustrated
the midday sun, whilst Cézanne renounced perspective. Rich in its variety and in the singularity of
its artists, Post-Impressionism was a passage taken by all the well-known figures of 20th century
painting - it is here presented, for the great pleasure of the reader, by Nathalia Brodskaïa.
  woman with a parasol analysis: An Introduction to World Cinema, 2d ed. Aristides Gazetas,
2016-04-28 Motion pictures are more than just entertainment. In film studies courses in colleges and
universities worldwide, students and professors explore the social, political, technological and
historical implications of cinema. This textbook provides two things: the history of film as an art form
and an analysis of its impact on society and politics. Chapters are arranged chronologically, covering
the major developments in film, like the advent of talkies or the French New Wave. Each era is
examined in the context of several exemplary films commonly viewed in film studies courses. Thus
students can watch Birth of a Nation and Intolerance while studying the innovations made by D.W.
Griffith from 1910 to 1919. The scope is global, embracing the cinematic traditions of Asia, Latin
America and Africa, as well as the ever important American and European output. Thoughtful
articles from film scholars are included. The flexible structure of the text allows a variety of options
for classroom use or personal study. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may
request an examination copy here.
  woman with a parasol analysis: Art and Letters , 1889
  woman with a parasol analysis: Abreaction to education and training Henry Harper Hart,
1972
  woman with a parasol analysis: After Romanticism Robert G. Eisenhauer, 2008 Discussing
two cinematic interpretations of Terence Rattigan's play The Browning Version, Eisenhauer traces
the use/abuse of names in the rhetoric of academic and political vilification. Drawing on such diverse
sources as Aeschylus, Browning, Golding, and Adorno, he finds the current state of discourse in need
of heavy teaching, so that the repressed subject of democracy/tyranny can surpass the
psychopathology of the Same. Analyzing Fellini's radical revision of an Edgar Allan Poe short story,
the author suggests how inscrutability saves the audience from guilt because the viewer cannot
arrive at apodictic certainty concerning the subject screened. While Poe lampoons the
transcendentals as a kind of disease, implying readerly guilt by association, and solidifying the letter
T, Fellini, by valorizing theatrical illusion, fails to translate a text that teaches the reader more than
he or she is prepared to know.
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identify adult human
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