
the secret gospel of john

The Secret Gospel of John: Unveiling an Ancient Christian Mystery

the secret gospel of john is a fascinating and enigmatic text that has intrigued scholars, theologians, and
history enthusiasts alike for decades. Unlike the canonical Gospel of John found in the New Testament, this
so-called "secret" gospel offers a glimpse into early Christian beliefs and possibly hidden teachings that were
excluded from mainstream Christianity. But what exactly is the secret gospel of John? How was it
discovered, and why does it matter today? Let’s dive into this intriguing piece of Christian antiquity and
explore its origins, contents, controversies, and significance.

What Is the Secret Gospel of John?

The secret gospel of John is a non-canonical text attributed to the Apostle John, though its authenticity and
origins remain highly debated. It is sometimes referred to as the "Gospel of the Secret Teaching" or "The
Mystical Gospel of John." Unlike the four canonical gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—this gospel
is not part of the Bible as recognized by most Christian denominations. Instead, it belongs to a category of
writings often called "apocryphal" or "gnostic" gospels, texts that present alternative or esoteric Christian
teachings.

This gospel is believed to have been written in the second century or possibly earlier, providing insight
into early Christian diversity. It emphasizes secret knowledge ("gnosis") as the path to spiritual
enlightenment, a hallmark of Gnostic Christianity. The secret gospel of John focuses on mystical teachings
that Jesus supposedly imparted only to a select few disciples, which aligns with the idea that true
understanding of Jesus' message was reserved for the initiated.

The Discovery of the Secret Gospel

The secret gospel of John entered modern awareness through a controversial and mysterious manuscript
discovered by Morton Smith, a professor at Columbia University, in 1958. Smith found a letter attributed to
Clement of Alexandria, an early Christian theologian, in a monastery in the Mar Saba region near
Jerusalem. In this letter, Clement references a secret version of the Gospel of John that contained additional
passages.

The manuscript itself is a copy of Clement's letter, which quotes from the secret gospel. These quoted
passages describe mystical events and teachings, including an episode where Jesus raises a young man from
the dead in a way that differs from the canonical accounts. Smith’s discovery sparked heated debate over
the authenticity of the manuscript, whether it was a forgery, and what it might reveal about early



Christian beliefs.

Contents and Themes of the Secret Gospel of John

The secret gospel of John is mysterious in nature and presents themes that diverge from orthodox
Christianity. Unlike the canonical gospels, which focus largely on Jesus’ public ministry, parables,
crucifixion, and resurrection, this gospel emphasizes esoteric knowledge and spiritual rebirth.

Gnostic Influence and Spiritual Mysticism

One of the defining characteristics of the secret gospel of John is its Gnostic flavor. Gnosticism was a diverse
movement in early Christianity that believed salvation came through secret knowledge—gnosis—rather
than faith alone. The secret gospel reflects this by portraying Jesus as a revealer of hidden truths about the
divine realm and the human soul.

The text suggests that Jesus taught his disciples about the nature of the spiritual world, the soul’s
entrapment in the material body, and the path to liberation through inner awakening. This spiritual
mysticism contrasts with the more historical and ethical focus of the canonical texts.

Unique Narratives and Miracles

Among the most intriguing parts of the secret gospel are the unique stories that do not appear elsewhere in
Christian scripture. For example, the gospel includes an account of Jesus raising a young man from the dead
in a private setting, an event that some scholars interpret as symbolizing spiritual rebirth rather than a
literal resurrection.

These narratives invite readers to consider deeper allegorical meanings and challenge conventional
understandings of Jesus’ miracles. The secret gospel’s emphasis on mystical rites and initiation rituals
suggests that early Christian communities may have practiced spiritual ceremonies now lost to history.

Controversies Surrounding the Secret Gospel of John

The secret gospel of John has been at the center of scholarly debate and controversy since its discovery. Its
authenticity, theological implications, and historical context have all been questioned, making it one of the
most debated texts in biblical scholarship.



Authenticity and Forgery Debates

Skeptics have raised concerns about whether Morton Smith’s manuscript is genuine or a modern forgery.
Some argue that the handwriting, language, and style of the letter attributed to Clement suggest a 20th-
century origin. Others defend the manuscript’s authenticity, pointing to linguistic and historical evidence
that supports its ancient provenance.

This debate has influenced how the secret gospel of John is treated in academic circles and by religious
communities, with some viewing it as a valuable window into early Christianity, while others dismiss it as
a literary hoax.

Theological Implications

If authentic, the secret gospel challenges traditional Christian doctrines, especially regarding Jesus’ nature
and teachings. Its Gnostic themes clash with orthodox beliefs about salvation, the resurrection, and the role
of faith.

This has led to broader discussions about the diversity of early Christian thought and the process by which
certain texts were canonized while others were excluded. The secret gospel prompts readers to reconsider
the complexity of early Christian history and the variety of spiritual paths that existed.

The Secret Gospel of John in Modern Scholarship

Despite controversy, the secret gospel of John remains an important subject of study for historians,
theologians, and seekers interested in the origins of Christianity and the development of Christian
mysticism.

Influence on Gnostic Studies

The secret gospel has contributed significantly to the resurgence of interest in Gnostic Christianity,
especially following the discovery of the Nag Hammadi library in 1945. Together, these texts reveal a rich
tapestry of early Christian thought that extends beyond the canonical gospels.

Scholars analyze the secret gospel alongside other Gnostic writings to better understand how early
Christians grappled with questions of divinity, salvation, and the nature of existence.



Insights for Spiritual Seekers

Beyond academic circles, the secret gospel of John offers spiritual seekers an alternative perspective on
Jesus’ message. Its focus on inner transformation, secret knowledge, and mystical experience resonates with
many who explore spirituality outside traditional religious frameworks.

This gospel invites readers to look beyond literal interpretations and consider the deeper, symbolic
meanings behind spiritual texts.

Why the Secret Gospel of John Matters Today

The secret gospel of John is more than just an ancient manuscript; it opens a doorway to understanding the
multifaceted nature of early Christianity. Its existence challenges the idea of a monolithic Christian
narrative and highlights the rich diversity of beliefs and practices among the first followers of Jesus.

For historians, it sheds light on the process of canon formation and the dynamics of religious authority. For
believers and spiritual explorers, it offers a reminder that spirituality can be complex, mysterious, and
deeply personal.

In a world increasingly interested in the roots of faith and the quest for deeper meaning, the secret gospel
of John continues to captivate imaginations and inspire dialogue about the nature of truth, revelation, and
the human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Secret Gospel of John?
The Secret Gospel of John is a Gnostic text purportedly discovered in the 20th century that offers an
alternative account of Jesus' teachings, differing from the canonical Gospel of John.

Who discovered the Secret Gospel of John?
The Secret Gospel of John was allegedly discovered by scholar Morton Smith in 1958 in a manuscript at the
Mar Saba monastery near Jerusalem.

Is the Secret Gospel of John considered authentic?
The authenticity of the Secret Gospel of John is highly debated among scholars, with some considering it a
genuine ancient text and others suspecting it to be a modern forgery.



What themes are present in the Secret Gospel of John?
The text emphasizes secret knowledge (gnosis), mystical teachings of Jesus, and esoteric interpretations of
Christian doctrine, aligning with Gnostic beliefs.

How does the Secret Gospel of John differ from the canonical Gospel of
John?
The Secret Gospel includes additional passages and teachings that focus on spiritual enlightenment and
mystical experiences not found in the canonical Gospel.

Why is the Secret Gospel of John important for understanding early
Christianity?
It provides insight into the diversity of early Christian beliefs, particularly Gnostic traditions that were later
deemed heretical by orthodox Christianity.

Has the original manuscript of the Secret Gospel of John been found?
No, the original manuscript has not been found; only photographs and transcriptions made by Morton
Smith exist, which complicates verification.

What is the controversy surrounding Morton Smith and the Secret
Gospel of John?
Some critics accuse Morton Smith of fabricating the text, while others defend its scholarly value, making
the controversy a significant aspect of its study.

Can the Secret Gospel of John be read online?
Yes, translations and analyses of the Secret Gospel of John are available online through academic sources
and religious studies websites.

What impact has the Secret Gospel of John had on modern religious
studies?
It has sparked debates on the nature of early Christian texts, influenced Gnostic scholarship, and challenged
traditional views on the formation of the Christian canon.



Additional Resources
The Secret Gospel of John: Unveiling an Ancient Christian Text

the secret gospel of john has long intrigued scholars, theologians, and historians alike. This enigmatic text,
often shrouded in mystery and controversy, offers a glimpse into early Christian thought that diverges
from canonical scriptures. Unlike the widely accepted Gospel of John found in the New Testament, the
Secret Gospel presents esoteric teachings and alternative narratives that challenge traditional Christian
doctrines. Its discovery, content, and the debates surrounding its authenticity provide a fascinating window
into the diversity of early Christian literature and the complexities of religious history.

Origins and Discovery of the Secret Gospel of John

The Secret Gospel of John is primarily known through references by the 3rd-century Christian theologian
Clement of Alexandria. However, the actual text resurfaced in the mid-20th century when scholar Morton
Smith claimed to have found a manuscript in the Mar Saba monastery near Jerusalem. This manuscript, a
letter attributed to Clement, quotes from a longer, secret version of the Gospel of John, which purportedly
contains additional, hidden teachings of Jesus.

Smith’s discovery ignited intense scholarly debate. The letter describes passages that suggest an emphasis on
mystical knowledge (gnosis) and spiritual enlightenment, themes often associated with Gnostic
Christianity—a movement deemed heretical by orthodox Christianity. Whether the Secret Gospel is an
authentic ancient document or a modern forgery remains a contentious issue, but its impact on biblical
scholarship is undeniable.

Historical Context and Gnostic Influence

The Secret Gospel of John is generally linked to the broader genre of Gnostic texts, which flourished in the
2nd and 3rd centuries. Gnosticism emphasized secret knowledge as a path to salvation, often portraying the
material world as flawed or evil. The Secret Gospel’s content, including its focus on spiritual rebirth and
esoteric teachings, aligns with such themes, distinguishing it sharply from orthodox Christian narratives
that emphasize faith and public revelation.

This association with Gnosticism provides valuable context for understanding the text’s theological nuances.
It suggests that early Christianity was not monolithic but rather a complex tapestry of beliefs and
interpretations competing for dominance. For researchers, the Secret Gospel offers insight into these
competing traditions and the processes by which certain texts were canonized while others were excluded.



Content and Theological Implications

The Secret Gospel of John contains passages that reinterpret familiar events and teachings from the
canonical Gospel. For example, it includes extended accounts of Jesus raising a young man from the dead,
followed by a secret teaching imparted to the disciple. This narrative is absent from the canonical texts and
reflects a focus on spiritual resurrection and inner transformation.

Such content raises important theological questions about the nature of Jesus’ message and the diversity of
early Christian experience. It suggests that some early communities may have viewed salvation less as a
communal, faith-based act and more as an individual, mystical journey toward enlightenment. This has
profound implications for understanding the development of Christian doctrine, especially regarding
resurrection, salvation, and the role of secrecy in religious knowledge.

Authenticity and Controversies

Since Morton Smith’s announcement, the Secret Gospel of John has been mired in controversy. Critics
argue that the manuscript could be a modern forgery, citing the lack of earlier references and the
suspicious circumstances of its discovery. Others defend its authenticity, pointing to linguistic analysis and
historical consistency with other known early Christian texts.

This controversy is not merely academic; it influences how the text is received by religious communities
and scholars. If authentic, the Secret Gospel challenges orthodox narratives and opens new avenues for
theological reflection. If a forgery, it remains a cautionary tale about the perils of textual scholarship and the
importance of rigorous verification.

The Secret Gospel of John in Modern Scholarship

Today, the Secret Gospel of John occupies a unique space in biblical studies and religious scholarship. It is
frequently examined alongside other apocryphal and Gnostic texts, such as the Gospel of Thomas and the
Nag Hammadi library. Scholars use it to explore themes of secrecy, esoteric knowledge, and the fluidity of
early Christian traditions.

Moreover, the Secret Gospel has influenced contemporary interpretations of Christian spirituality. Its
emphasis on inner transformation resonates with modern readers interested in mysticism and alternative
religious perspectives. This has led to renewed interest in the text beyond strictly academic circles,
highlighting its continuing relevance.



Comparative Analysis with Canonical Texts

When compared to the canonical Gospel of John, the Secret Gospel reveals notable differences:

Length and Detail: The Secret Gospel includes additional passages and teachings absent in the
canonical version.

Theological Focus: It emphasizes mystical knowledge and spiritual rebirth rather than public
revelation and faith alone.

Audience and Purpose: The Secret Gospel appears intended for an inner circle of initiates, contrasting
with the canonical gospel’s broader audience.

These distinctions illustrate the diversity of early Christian literature and the competing theological
currents within the early church.

Implications for Understanding Early Christianity

The Secret Gospel of John underscores the complexity of early Christian history. It challenges the
assumption of a uniform early Christian message and highlights the contested nature of doctrinal
development. By examining this text, scholars gain a clearer picture of the religious, cultural, and political
forces shaping Christianity’s formative centuries.

Furthermore, the Secret Gospel invites modern readers to reconsider the boundaries of religious orthodoxy
and the role of hidden knowledge in spiritual life. Whether viewed as a genuine ancient document or a
modern curiosity, it remains a provocative piece of the puzzle in understanding Christianity’s rich and
multifaceted heritage.

The Secret Gospel Of John

  the secret gospel of john: The Secret Book of John , 2005 The Secret Book of John: The
Gnostic Gospel - Annotated & Explained decodes the principal themes, historical foundation, and
spiritual contexts of this challenging yet fundamental Gnostic teaching. Drawing connections to
Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, kabbalistic Judaism, and Sufism, Davies focuses on the mythology
and psychology of the Gnostic religious quest. He illuminates the Gnostics' ardent call for
self-awareness and introspection, and the empowering message that divine wholeness will be
restored not by worshiping false gods in an illusory material world but by our recognition of the

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/the-secret-gospel-of-john.pdf


inherent divinity within ourselves.--BOOK JACKET.
  the secret gospel of john: Gnostic (Secret) Gospel of John Juan Pablo Alvares, 2022-08-30 The
Secret Gospel of John, also known as the Apocrypha of John, is a text with secret teachings of Setian
Gnosticism and dates from the second century. It describes appearances of Jesus Christ to the
Apostle John where Gnostic knowledge (Gnosis) is passed on to him. One of the Gospels found in
Nag Hammadi, which reveals a Gnostic vision of Christianity. In the soul a continuous conflict reigns
between voluntarism, ignorance and the soul's desire to get rid of voluntarism and its consequences
and to return to its origin. Only a complete surrender and a totally new knowledge - Gnosis - can the
soul reach its goal: reunification with the Spirit. In this book, which contains profound comments in
its introduction, it is revealed to John, the soul-seeker, how the origin and the past continue to act in
the present and the future.
  the secret gospel of john: Secret Gospels Marvin Meyer, 2003-02-01 Marvin Meyer is one of
the leading experts on the secret gospels-Gospel of Thomas, Secret Gospel of Mark, and others-who
has changed forever how we read the canonical gospels and understand early Christianity. In this
new collection of his work, Meyer looks at these revolutionary texts in original and illuminating
ways. He writes, for example, about the naked youths in the villa of the Mysteries. On the walls of a
villa in Pompeii, a famous mural depicts a naked male reading from a scroll, a look of wonder on his
face. A naked youth again appears in the Gospel of Mark, abandoning his garment and fleeing naked
when apprehended during Jesus' arrest. A similar youth appears in the Secret Gospel of Mark. These
youths, Meyer proposes, serve as an image of religious initiation, candidates for the mysteries of
Dionysus or of Christ. This is one of the many aspects of the secret gospels that Meyer examines
with expert insight and creativity. Topics range from gender and infancy stories to discipleship and
the relationship of the Gospel of Thomas to Islamic literature. Meyer's spellbinding readings of these
materials offer fresh understandings of the canonical gospels. Marvin Meyer is Griset Professor of
Bible and Christian Studies, and Director of the Albert Schweitzer Institute at Chapman University,
Orange, California. He is author of The Secret Teachings of Jesus: Four Gnostic Gospels and The
Gospel of Thomas: The Hidden Sayings of Jesus, and co-editor of Jesus Then and Now (Trinity Press
International).
  the secret gospel of john: The Secret Gospel of Mark Unveiled Peter Jeffery, 2007-01-01 In
this needed and highly anticipated new translation of the Theban plays of Sophocles, David Slavitt
presents a fluid, accessible, and modern version for both newcomers to the plays and established
admirers. Unpretentious and direct, Slavitt's translation preserves the innate verve and energy of
the dramas, engaging the reader or audience member directly with Sophocles' great texts. Slavitt
chooses to present the plays not in narrative sequence but in the order in which they were
composed: Antigone, Oedipus Tyrannos, Oedipus at Colonus; he thereby underscores the fact that
the story of Oedipus is one to which Sophocles returned over the course of his lifetime. This
arrangement also lays bare the record of Sophocles' intellectual and artistic development. Renowned
as a poet and translator, Slavitt has translated Ovid, Virgil, Aeschylus, Aristophanes, Ausonius,
Prudentius, Valerius Flaccus, and Bacchylides as well as works in French, Spanish, Portuguese, and
Hebrew. In this volume, he avoids personal intrusion on the texts and relies upon the theatrical
machinery of the plays themselves. The result is a major contribution to the art of translation and a
version of the Oedipus plays that will appeal enormously to readers, theatre directors, and actors.
  the secret gospel of john: The Secret Teachings of Jesus , 1986-05-12 In December 1945,
two Egyptian fellahin, digging for natural fertilizer in the Nile River valley unearthed a sealed
storage jar. The jar proved to hold treasure of an unexpected sort: a collection of some fifty-two
ancient manuscripts, most of which reflect the teachings of a mystical religious movement we call
Gnosticism (from the Greek word gnosis, knowledge). The texts are also, with few exceptions,
Christian documents, and thus they provide us with valuable new information about the character of
the early church, and about the Gnostic Christians within the church. In this volume, Marvin W.
Meyer has produced a new English translation for general readers of four of the most important and
revealing of these early Christian texts -- the Secret Book of James, the Gospel of Thomas, the Book



of Thomas, and the Secret Book of John.
  the secret gospel of john: The Secret Gospel of Mark Geoffrey S. Smith, Brent C. Landau,
2023-03-21 A groundbreaking account of the Secret Gospel of Mark, one of the most hotly debated
documents in Christian history In 1958, at the ancient Christian monastery of Mar Saba just outside
Jerusalem, Columbia University scholar Morton Smith claimed to have unearthed a letter written by
the Christian philosopher Clement of Alexandria and containing an excerpt from a previously
unknown version of the canonical Gospel of Mark. This excerpt recounts a story of Jesus’s apparent
sexual encounter with a young, resurrected disciple. In recent years, an influential group of
researchers has alleged that no Secret Gospel or letter of Clement existed in antiquity, and that the
manuscript that Morton Smith “found” was a modern forgery—created by none other than Smith
himself. In this book, Geoffrey S. Smith and Brent C. Landau enter into the controversy surrounding
this document and argue that the Secret Gospel of Mark is neither a first-century alternative gospel
nor a twentieth-century forgery by the scholar who announced its discovery. Instead, this account is
intimately bound up with the history of Mar Saba, one of the oldest monasteries in the Christian
world. In this fascinating work, Smith and Landau present the realities and misconceptions
surrounding not only the now-lost manuscript but also its brilliant, enigmatic, and acerbic
discoverer, Morton Smith.
  the secret gospel of john: The Discovery of the Secret Gospel of the Rich and Powerful
Gary Tutty, 2020-06-29 Have you ever wondered from just what gospel our political leaders, who
proudly proclaim they are devout Christians, get their inspiration when they espouse hate and
intolerance and seek revenge on anyone who disagrees with them? How about those self-proclaimed
devoted Christian business leaders who work hard to increase profits by suppressing their workers'
wages and denying them benefits? What about those fiery evangelical preachers, who are complicit
in the actions of these leaders by their avid support or even their silence? Wonder no longer! In this
satirical novel, The Discovery of the Secret Gospel of the Rich and Powerful: the Gospel of Saint
Avarice, you will meet Brett, a young man who is introduced to that very gospel by his billionaire
father. You encounter the Jesus these leaders are emulating. He is a Jesus who teaches his apostles
to mock others, to never admit guilt, and to create their own version of the truth. With our discovery
of this new Jesus, known only to the most rich and powerful until now, we begin to realize that these
leaders have been emulating Jesus all along and actually are doing God's work after all.
  the secret gospel of john: Secret Gospels R. Joseph Hoffman, 1996 This book brings
together, for the first time in a consecutive narrative, the major apocryphal sources of the Jesus
tradition. Composed between the 2nd and 7th centuries, these secret gospels were influencial in
shaping Christian belief and doctrine for well over 1,000 years. They include stories of the birth of
Jesus, his lost years as a boy in Nazareth, the wanderings of the holy family, the death of Joseph, and
the ascension of the Virgin Mary into heaven. Translated and harmonized by R. Joseph Hoffmann, a
specialist in early church history, these sources offer an unparalleled view of the devotional life and
legend-making skills of the Christian Church. They also provide important insight into the making of
the New Testament canon and raise significant questions about the way in which belief in the
divinity of Jesus of Nazareth developed.This comprehensive introduction to the apocryphal tradition
is essential reading for anyone interested in the life and thought of the formative period of Christian
belief. Enhanced by Hoffmann's running notes and commentary, this impressive work includes a
supplement on the apocryphal Jesus tradition in Islam as well as long-unavailable sources from the
Eastern Coptic-Egyptian and Arab-Christian traditions.
  the secret gospel of john: Who Wrote That? Donald Ostrowski, 2020-06-15 Who Wrote That?
examines nine authorship controversies, providing an introduction to particular disputes and
teaching students how to assess historical documents, archival materials, and apocryphal stories, as
well as internet sources and news. Donald Ostrowski does not argue in favor of one side over
another but focuses on the principles of attribution used to make each case. While furthering the
field of authorship studies, Who Wrote That? provides an essential resource for instructors at all
levels in various subjects. It is ultimately about historical detective work. Using Moses, Analects, the



Secret Gospel of Mark, Abelard and Heloise, the Compendium of Chronicles, Rashid al-Din,
Shakespeare, Prince Andrei Kurbskii, James MacPherson, and Mikhail Sholokov, Ostrowski builds
concrete examples that instructors can use to help students uncover the legitimacy of authorship
and to spark the desire to turn over the hidden layers of history so necessary to the craft.
  the secret gospel of john: The Jesus Mysteries Timothy Freke, Peter Gandy, 2001-12-18
Drawing on the cutting edge of modern scholarship, this astonishing book completely undermines
the traditional history of Christianity that has been perpetuated for centuries by the Church and
presents overwhelming evidence that the Jesus of the New Testament is a mythical figure. “Whether
you conclude that this book is the most alarming heresy of the millennium or the mother of all
revelations, The Jesus Mysteries deserves to be read.” —Fort Worth Star-Telegram Far from being
eyewitness accounts, as is traditionally held, the Gospels are actually Jewish adaptations of ancient
Pagan myths of the dying and resurrecting godman Osiris-Dionysus. The supernatural story of Jesus
is not the history of a miraculous Messiah but a carefully crafted spiritual allegory designed to guide
initiates on a journey of mystical discovery. A little more than a century ago, most people believed
that the strange story of Adam and Eve was history; today it is understood to be a myth. Within a few
decades, authors Timothy Freke and Peter Gandy argue, we will likewise be amazed that the
fabulous story of God incarnate—who was born of a virgin, who turned water into wine, and who
rose from the dead—could have been interpreted as anything but a profound parable.
  the secret gospel of john: Gnostic Gospel of John REV Joseph Klaus, 2020-08-08 The Secret
Gospel of John, also known as the Apocryphal of John, is a text with secret teachings of Sectic
Gnosticism and dates from the second century. It describes the apparitions of Jesus Christ to the
Apostle John where Gnostic knowledge (Gnosis) is passed on to him.
  the secret gospel of john: The Everything Gnostic Gospels Book Meera Lester, 2007-02-12
The books of the Bible are not the only ancient writings to tell the stories of Jesus and his followers -
other Gnostic texts have also been found as well. The Everything Gnostic Gospels Book provides an
overview of Gnosticism and the historical figures who are believed to be the authors: Thomas, James,
Mary Magdalene, and others. This accessible guide explores the following questions: What do
Gnostics believe? Who were the authors of the Gnostic Gospels? How are the Bible scriptures and
Gnostic Gospels different? How are they the same? How were official Christian texts chosen? Learn
about the different versions of Christianity that battled for supremacy in the first centuries after the
death of Jesus. This entertaining and educational book describes each of the Gnostic Gospels,
providing insight into the turbulent times of early Christianity as well as the renewed contemporary
interest in these mysterious writings.
  the secret gospel of john: Alternative Christianities Volume Ii Vince Nicolas, 2018-12-30
Welcome to Volume II of Alternative Christianities. For those that have read Alternative
Christianities – Volume I: Early Christian Sects and the Formation of the Bible, Welcome Back and I
hope you enjoy Alternative Christianities – Volume II: The Validity of Today’s Christian Teachings
and the Lost Gospels of the Other Disciples. If you have not read Volume I, I do hope you pick it up
or order it. It is well-worth reading. For those new readers to whom I have not introduced myself in
Volume I: I am Vince Nicolas. I am a “historian” not a “theologian.” I am writing these books as a
“historian” not as a “theologian.” I want to make that very clear.
  the secret gospel of john: Nag Hammadi, Gnosticism, and Early Christianity Charles W.
Hedrick, Robert Hodgson, 2005-10-17 [This] book acquaints the beginner with the topic of
gnosticism and early Christianity and presents to the specialist some of the new frontiers their
colleagues are exploring. For the beginner there is a concise introduction to gnosticism. It covers
the issues of origin, literature, leading ideas, and possible links with early Christianity. Each
contributor has prepared a preface to his or her paper that points to its salient features and explains
how the essay fits into the overall subject of the book. --from the Preface
  the secret gospel of john: A History of the Quests for the Historical Jesus, Volume 2 Colin
Brown, Craig A. Evans, 2022-11-08 A comprehensive, two-volume reassessment of the quests for the
historical Jesus that details their origins and underlying presuppositions as well as their ongoing



influence on today's biblical and theological scholarship. Jesus' life and teaching is important to
every question we ask about what we believe and why we believe it. And yet there has never been
common agreement about his identity, intentions, or teachings—even among first-century historians
and scholars. Throughout history, different religious and philosophical traditions have attempted to
claim Jesus and paint him in the cultural narratives of their heritage, creating a labyrinth of
conflicting ideas. From the evolution of orthodoxy and quests before Albert Schweitzer's famous Old
Quest, to today's ongoing questions about criteria, methods, and sources, A History of the Quests for
the Historical Jesus not only chronicles the developments but lays the groundwork for the way
forward. The late Colin Brown brings his scholarly prowess in both theology and biblical studies to
bear on the subject, assessing not only the historical and exegetical nuts and bolts of the debate
about Jesus of Nazareth but also its philosophical, sociological, and theological underpinnings.
Instead of seeking a bedrock of facts, Brown stresses the role of hermeneutics in formulating
questions and seeking answers. Colin Brown was almost finished with the manuscript at the time of
his passing in 2019. Brought to its final form by Craig A. Evans, this book promises to become the
definitive history and assessment of the quests for the historical Jesus. Volume One (sold separately)
covers the period from the beginnings of Christianity to the end of World War II. Volume Two covers
the period from the post-War era through contemporary debates.
  the secret gospel of john: The Historical Jesus Gerd Theissen, Annette Merz, Comprehensively
detailing the sources for our knowledge of Jesus, Theissen and Merz fully explore the historical and
social context of Jesus and his activity. They then unfold what we can know about Jesus'
characteristics as a charismatic teacher, a Jewish prophet, a healer, a teller of parables and an
ethical teacher. Finally, they examine closely the historical question surrounding Jesus' last supper,
his violent death, the accounts of Easter, and the beginnings of Christology.
  the secret gospel of john: The Fleeing Youth Richard Distasi, 2009-07-17 It is commonly
accepted that the mission of Christ was an act that was independent of any corresponding and
requisite deed on the part of humanity. Though, in part, this is true this book asserts that the future
spiritual evolution of humanity was dependent on human comprehension and understanding of the
Event of Golgotha. Comprehension and understanding are defined in this work as one's capacity to
spiritually follow Christ through His entire Passion, Death and resurrection. The Apostles were
chosen for this very task but eventually failed at the critical hour.Golgotha,Esoteric
Christianity,Young Man in Tomb, Birth of Jesus,Evolution of Christ,Richard Distasi
  the secret gospel of john: A History of the Quests for the Historical Jesus, Volume 1
Colin Brown, Craig A. Evans, 2022-11-08 A comprehensive, two-volume reassessment of the quests
for the historical Jesus that details their origins and underlying presuppositions as well as their
ongoing influence on today's biblical and theological scholarship. Jesus' life and teaching is
important to every question we ask about what we believe and why we believe it. And yet there has
never been common agreement about his identity, intentions, or teachings—even among
first-century historians and scholars. Throughout history, different religious and philosophical
traditions have attempted to claim Jesus and paint him in the cultural narratives of their heritage,
creating a labyrinth of conflicting ideas. From the evolution of orthodoxy and quests before Albert
Schweitzer's famous Old Quest, to today's ongoing questions about criteria, methods, and sources, A
History of the Quests for the Historical Jesus not only chronicles the developments but lays the
groundwork for the way forward. The late Colin Brown brings his scholarly prowess in both theology
and biblical studies to bear on the subject, assessing not only the historical and exegetical nuts and
bolts of the debate about Jesus of Nazareth but also its philosophical, sociological, and theological
underpinnings. Instead of seeking a bedrock of facts, Brown stresses the role of hermeneutics in
formulating questions and seeking answers. Colin Brown was almost finished with the manuscript at
the time of his passing in 2019. Brought to its final form by Craig A. Evans, this book promises to
become the definitive history and assessment of the quests for the historical Jesus. Volume One
covers the period from the beginnings of Christianity to the end of World War II. Volume Two (sold
separately) covers the period from the post-War era through contemporary debates.



  the secret gospel of john: The Gospel on the Margins Michael J. Kok, 2015 Despite virtually
unanimous patristic association of the Gospel of Mark with the apostle Peter, the Gospel was mostly
neglected by those same writers. Michael J. Kok surveys the second-century reception of Mark, from
Papias of Hierapolis to Clement of Alexandria, and finds that the patristic writers were hesitant to
embrace Mark because they perceived it to be too easily adapted to rival Christian factions. Kok
describes the story of Marks Petrine origins as a second-century move to assert ownership of the
Gospel on the part of the emerging Orthodox Church.
  the secret gospel of john: Jesus and the Shamanic Tradition of Same-Sex Love Will
Roscoe, 2013 Originally published by Suspect Thoughts Press, 2004; Updated by the author and
re-released by Lethe Press, 2013.
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