
the heaven is for real movie
The Heaven Is for Real Movie: A Heartfelt Journey of Faith and Hope

the heaven is for real movie captures the imagination and hearts of audiences by bringing to life
an extraordinary true story of a young boy’s near-death experience and his remarkable account of
visiting heaven. Released in 2014, this film is more than just a spiritual narrative; it’s a touching
exploration of faith, family, and the mysteries of the afterlife that invites viewers to reflect on what
lies beyond our earthly existence. Whether you’re a fan of inspirational dramas or curious about
stories that blend spirituality with real-life events, the heaven is for real movie offers a compelling
cinematic experience worth diving into.

The Story Behind the Heaven Is for Real Movie

The movie is based on the best-selling book of the same name by Todd Burpo and Lynn Vincent. It
tells the true story of four-year-old Colton Burpo, who, after undergoing emergency surgery, claims
to have visited heaven during a near-death experience. What makes the story so captivating is the
way Colton describes heaven with vivid details that astonish his skeptical family and community.

From Book to Screen

The transition from book to film was carefully crafted to maintain the authenticity and emotional
depth of the original narrative. Directed by Randall Wallace, known for his work on epic and
heartfelt films, the heaven is for real movie stays true to the book’s core message of faith and the
power of belief in the unseen. The screenplay focuses on the Burpo family’s struggles, doubts, and
eventual acceptance of Colton’s extraordinary testimony.

Main Characters and Performances

Greg Kinnear stars as Todd Burpo, the father and pastor who grapples with reconciling his son's
accounts with his own beliefs. Kelly Reilly plays Sonja Burpo, the mother who supports her family
through the turmoil. The standout performance comes from Connor Corum, the young actor
portraying Colton, whose innocence and sincerity bring the story to life. Their chemistry and
emotional portrayals help ground the film’s supernatural elements in relatable human experience.

Exploring the Themes of the Heaven Is for Real Movie

The heaven is for real movie is rich with themes that resonate deeply with viewers across different
backgrounds. These themes go beyond the surface story and invite reflection on broader spiritual
and emotional questions.



Faith and Doubt

One of the most compelling aspects of the movie is its honest depiction of faith and doubt coexisting
within a family. Todd Burpo’s character embodies a man of faith who is tested by his son’s
unbelievable account. The movie doesn’t shy away from showing skepticism and questioning, making
the journey toward belief more relatable and authentic. This nuanced portrayal helps audiences
engage with the story without feeling preached to.

The Afterlife and Eternal Hope

The heaven is for real movie offers a hopeful perspective on what happens after death. Colton’s
descriptions of heaven — including meeting Jesus, seeing angels, and encountering family members
who have passed away — provide comfort to viewers grappling with loss or fear of the unknown. The
film inspires conversations about life’s purpose and what it means to have eternal hope, making it
especially meaningful for families and faith communities.

Family and Healing

At its core, the movie is about family and the healing power of love. The Burpo family’s journey
through grief, uncertainty, and ultimately joy highlights the importance of supporting one another
through difficult times. This theme adds emotional depth and makes the story accessible to a wide
audience, regardless of their spiritual beliefs.

Why the Heaven Is for Real Movie Resonates Today

Even years after its release, the heaven is for real movie continues to find an audience eager for
stories that inspire and uplift. Several factors contribute to its lasting impact.

A True Story That Sparks Conversation

Audiences are drawn to true stories that challenge their understanding of reality. The movie sparks
curiosity and discussion about near-death experiences and the possibility of a spiritual realm. This
makes it a popular choice for church groups, family movie nights, and individuals seeking
meaningful entertainment.

Accessible Spirituality

Unlike some faith-based films that can feel heavy-handed, the heaven is for real movie strikes a
balance by presenting spirituality in an accessible and relatable way. It welcomes viewers of all
beliefs to consider its message without alienation or judgment.



Emotional and Visual Storytelling

The film’s cinematography and storytelling techniques create an immersive experience. Scenes
depicting heaven are crafted with warmth and wonder, enhancing the emotional impact. This artistic
approach helps viewers connect with the story on a deeper level.

Tips for Watching the Heaven Is for Real Movie

If you’re planning to watch the heaven is for real movie, here are some tips to enhance your viewing
experience and make it more meaningful:

Watch with an open mind: Approach the movie with curiosity, whether or not you share the
same beliefs as the characters.

Discuss afterward: Consider watching it with family or friends and having a conversation
about the themes of faith, hope, and the afterlife.

Read the book: If you enjoy the movie, reading the original book can offer more detailed
insights and background on the Burpo family’s story.

Reflect on personal beliefs: Use the movie as a springboard to explore your own thoughts
about spirituality and what gives your life meaning.

Impact and Reception of the Heaven Is for Real Movie

Upon its release, the heaven is for real movie received a mix of critical reviews but found strong
support from audiences, particularly those interested in faith-based films. It grossed over $100
million worldwide, demonstrating a clear appetite for inspirational storytelling rooted in real-life
experiences.

Critics and Audience Response

Critics often praised the heartfelt performances and the film’s sincere approach to a delicate
subject. Some noted that the story might not convince skeptics of the supernatural claims, but the
movie’s strength lies in its emotional honesty. Audiences responded enthusiastically, sharing
personal stories of how the film touched their lives.

Influence on Faith-Based Cinema



The success of the heaven is for real movie helped pave the way for other faith-inspired films that
balance storytelling with spiritual themes. It showed that movies with a message could find
widespread appeal without sacrificing quality or emotional depth.

Where to Watch the Heaven Is for Real Movie

For those interested in experiencing the heaven is for real movie today, it is widely available across
multiple platforms:

Streaming services such as Amazon Prime Video, iTunes, and Google Play offer rental and
purchase options.

Some faith-based streaming platforms may include the movie in their catalog.

Occasionally, it is aired on television networks that feature inspirational content.

Checking availability on your preferred platform is a great way to enjoy this touching film at your
convenience.

---

The heaven is for real movie stands as a poignant reminder of the power of faith, the mystery of life
beyond death, and the unwavering love of family. It invites viewers into a world where hope
transcends fear and where even the smallest voices can carry the most profound truths. Whether
you watch it for spiritual reassurance, emotional connection, or simply as an engaging story, this
film leaves a lasting impression that encourages reflection on the deepest questions of human
existence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the movie 'Heaven Is for Real' about?
The movie 'Heaven Is for Real' is based on the true story of a young boy named Colton Burpo who
claims to have visited heaven during a near-death experience and shares his experiences with his
family and community.

Who stars in the movie 'Heaven Is for Real'?
The movie stars Greg Kinnear as Todd Burpo, Kelly Reilly as Sonja Burpo, and Connor Corum as
Colton Burpo.



Is 'Heaven Is for Real' based on a true story?
Yes, 'Heaven Is for Real' is based on a best-selling book of the same name by Todd Burpo, which
recounts his son Colton's near-death experience and his descriptions of heaven.

What themes are explored in 'Heaven Is for Real'?
The movie explores themes of faith, family, the afterlife, and the impact of extraordinary experiences
on ordinary lives.

When was 'Heaven Is for Real' released and how was it
received?
Heaven Is for Real was released in 2014 and received mixed to positive reviews, with praise for its
heartfelt message and performances, particularly that of young actor Connor Corum.

Additional Resources
The Heaven Is for Real Movie: An In-Depth Examination of Faith and Film

the heaven is for real movie presents a cinematic exploration of faith, near-death experiences, and
the intersection of spirituality with everyday life. Released in 2014 and directed by Randall Wallace,
this film adapts the bestselling book of the same name by Todd Burpo and Lynn Vincent. It narrates
the purported true story of a young boy who claims to have visited heaven during a critical medical
emergency. As a work that blends elements of drama and inspirational storytelling, the movie has
sparked both interest and debate from audiences, critics, and religious communities alike.

The Narrative and Its Core Themes

At its heart, the heaven is for real movie recounts the Burpo family’s ordeal when their four-year-old
son, Colton, undergoes emergency surgery after a ruptured appendix. Following the operation,
Colton begins to describe vivid experiences of heaven, including meetings with deceased relatives
and biblical figures. The story challenges viewers to confront questions of faith, skepticism, and the
possibility of an afterlife, all framed within a family’s struggle to reconcile these extraordinary
claims.

The film’s narrative structure is straightforward, focusing heavily on the emotional journey of the
Burpo family. Greg Kinnear stars as Todd Burpo, delivering a performance that conveys both doubt
and growing conviction. The screenplay balances scenes of medical tension with tender family
moments and scenes that depict Colton’s heavenly visions. This contrast between the earthly and the
divine is central to the film’s thematic tension.

Exploring the Film’s Portrayal of Spirituality



One of the most striking aspects of the heaven is for real movie is its immersive depiction of
spirituality. Unlike many faith-based movies that rely on didactic storytelling, this film attempts to
humanize the experience of belief and doubt. Colton’s descriptions of heaven are portrayed with
childlike innocence and wonder, inviting audiences to consider the possibility of an afterlife without
overt proselytizing.

The movie’s visual representation of heaven is deliberately understated, avoiding grandiose special
effects in favor of a more intimate and ethereal atmosphere. This choice aligns with the film’s overall
tone, which leans more toward reflection than spectacle. By focusing on personal testimony and
family dynamics, the movie attempts to bridge the gap between religious experience and relatable
human emotion.

Critical Reception and Audience Response

Upon its release, the heaven is for real movie received mixed reviews from critics but found
significant success among audiences, particularly within Christian communities. Critics praised the
film for its heartfelt performances and sincere approach but often critiqued it for its predictable
narrative and lack of cinematic innovation.

From an analytical perspective, the film’s strength lies in its ability to engage viewers who share or
are curious about Christian beliefs. Its box office performance, grossing over $100 million worldwide
against a modest budget, indicates a strong resonance with its target demographic. However, for
viewers seeking a more nuanced or critical examination of near-death experiences and theological
questions, the movie may appear somewhat simplistic.

Comparisons with Other Faith-Based Films

The heaven is for real movie fits within a broader genre of faith-based cinema that has gained
traction in recent years. Compared to films like “God’s Not Dead” or “Soul Surfer,” it adopts a more
personal and less confrontational narrative style. Its emphasis on a family’s internal struggle rather
than external conflict distinguishes it within the genre.

Additionally, the film shares similarities with “Heaven Is for Real”’s literary source, which itself
sparked debate over the veracity of Colton Burpo’s experiences. Unlike documentaries that
investigate such claims, the movie chooses a dramatized approach, which can both enhance
emotional impact and limit critical scrutiny.

Production Elements and Cinematic Techniques

From a production standpoint, the heaven is for real movie employs a conventional cinematic
approach that supports its storytelling without overshadowing it. The cinematography uses warm,
natural lighting to evoke a sense of comfort and familiarity, crucial to grounding the film’s spiritual
themes in everyday life.

The soundtrack, composed by Nick Glennie-Smith, subtly underscores the film’s emotional beats



without becoming intrusive. Music cues often emphasize moments of revelation or tension,
reinforcing the narrative’s spiritual undertones. Editing choices maintain a steady pace, ensuring
that the film’s 99-minute runtime feels accessible to a wide audience.

Strengths and Limitations of the Film

Strengths: The film’s sincere performances, especially by the young actor portraying Colton,
lend authenticity and emotional weight. Its respectful treatment of faith-related themes
appeals to viewers seeking inspirational content.

Limitations: The script occasionally leans on clichés common in faith-based films, such as
overt moral lessons and predictable plot developments. Critics also note that the film refrains
from engaging deeply with skepticism or alternative interpretations of near-death experiences.

Impact and Legacy of The Heaven Is for Real Movie

The film’s release contributed to ongoing public interest in stories about the afterlife and spiritual
experiences. It also reinforced the commercial viability of faith-based movies in mainstream cinema.
For many viewers, the heaven is for real movie serves as a source of comfort and affirmation, while
for others, it prompts dialogue about the nature of belief and evidence.

Educationally, the film has been used in church groups and discussion forums as a springboard for
conversations about faith, doubt, and healing. Its influence extends beyond entertainment,
intersecting with cultural and religious discourse in contemporary society.

As a cinematic work, the heaven is for real movie stands as a testament to the power of storytelling
in shaping perceptions of spirituality. Its place within the pantheon of faith-based films is secured
not by groundbreaking artistry but by its heartfelt portrayal of a family’s extraordinary experience
and the universal human quest for meaning beyond life.

The Heaven Is For Real Movie

  the heaven is for real movie: Heaven is for Real Movie Edition Todd Burpo, 2014-03-11 #1
New York Times best-seller with more than 11 million copies sold and Amazon’s #17 best-selling
book of all time. Heaven Is for Real was the best-selling non-fiction book of 2011 as reported by
Nielsen’s Bookscan, and it was made in to a major motion picture by Sony in 2014. “Do you
remember the hospital, Colton?” Sonja said. “Yes, mommy, I remember,” he said. “That’s where the
angels sang to me.” When Colton Burpo made it through an emergency appendectomy, his family
was overjoyed at his miraculous survival. What they weren’t expecting, though, was the story that
emerged in the months that followed—a story as beautiful as it was extraordinary, detailing their
little boy’s trip to heaven and back. Colton, not yet four years old, told his parents he left his body

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/the-heaven-is-for-real-movie.pdf


during the surgery–and authenticated that claim by describing exactly what his parents were doing
in another part of the hospital while he was being operated on. He talked of visiting heaven and
relayed stories told to him by people he met there whom he had never met in life, sharing events
that happened even before he was born. He also astonished his parents with descriptions and
obscure details about heaven that matched the Bible exactly, though he had not yet learned to read.
With disarming innocence and the plainspoken boldness of a child, Colton tells of meeting
long-departed family members. He describes Jesus, the angels, how “really, really big” God is, and
how much God loves us. Retold by his father, but using Colton’s uniquely simple words, Heaven Is
for Real offers a glimpse of the world that awaits us, where as Colton says, “Nobody is old and
nobody wears glasses.” Heaven Is for Real will forever change the way you think of eternity, offering
the chance to see, and believe, like a child. Continue the Burpos story in Heaven Changes
Everything: The Rest of Our Story. Heaven Is for Real also is available in Spanish, El cielo es real.
Bonus material in this special movie edition includes: Photos from the movie set Updates from
father, Todd, and son, Colton, on recent events including the making-of-the-movie experience “From
the Set” Q&A’s with the movie’s filmmakers and actors
  the heaven is for real movie: Heaven Is for Real Save Time Summaries, 2014-03-26
WARNING: This is not the actual book Heaven is for Real by Todd Burpo & Lynn Vincent. Do not buy
this Summary, Review & Analysis if you are looking for a full copy of this great book.Todd Burpo is a
Christian pastor who details the stories his son told in the months following his surgery. This
summary of Heaven is for Real breaks down each chapter into easy-to-digest nuggets of information.
After surgery, Colton tells detailed stories of Heaven. He talks of people he couldn't possibly know,
such as his miscarried sister. He claims to have not only met Jesus, along with his colorful horse, but
he also claims that he met angels, Mary, and even his great-grandfather as a young man. This
summary brings all this and more together, while also offering short biographies of the authors
involved. Critics counter with the fact that there is no medical data to back any of this up, but true
believers don't care: Heaven is for Real.Heaven is for Real is a #1 New York Times bestseller by
Lynn Jackson and Todd Burpo. This thought-provoking Christian book hit shelves in 2010, and to
date, it has sold well over a million e-book copies alone. As detailed in this expert summary, the book
tells the tale of Colton Burpo, Todd's 3-year-old (at the time) son who nearly died after a bout with
appendicitis. Is Heaven real? According to Colton it is, as he wakes from surgery and tells his dad a
detailed story of his time there. A movie based on the book starring Greg Kinnear is set to hit
theaters in April 2014.
  the heaven is for real movie: a Heaven is for Real Deluxe Edition Todd Burpo, 2011-10-31
#1 New York Times bestseller with more than 11 million copies sold! When 4-year-old Colton Burpo
emerges from life-saving surgery with remarkable stories of his visit to heaven, his family doesn’t
know what to believe. Heaven is For Real details what Colton saw and his family’s journey towards
accepting their young son had visited the afterlife. “Do you remember the hospital, Colton?” Sonja
said. “Yes, mommy, I remember,” he said. “That’s where the angels sang to me.” Colton told his
parents he left his body during an emergency surgery–and proved that claim by describing exactly
what his parents were doing in another part of the hospital during his operation. He talked of
visiting heaven and described events that happened before he was born and how he spoke with
family members he’d never met. Colton also astonished his parents with descriptions and obscure
details about heaven that matched the Bible exactly, even though he had not yet learned to read.
With disarming innocence and the plainspoken boldness of a child, Colton recounts his visit to
heaven, describing: Meeting long-departed family members Jesus, the angels, how “really, really
big” God is, and how much God loves us How Jesus called Todd, Colton’s father, to be a pastor The
Battle of Armageddon Retold by his father, but using Colton’s uniquely simple words, Heaven Is for
Real offers a glimpse of the world that awaits us, where as Colton says, “Nobody is old and nobody
wears glasses.” Heaven Is for Real will forever change the way you think of eternity, offering the
chance to see, and believe, like a child. Praise for Heaven is for Real: “A beautifully written glimpse
into heaven that will encourage those who doubt and thrill those who believe.” —Ron Hall, coauthor



of Same Kind of Different as Me
  the heaven is for real movie: Hell is for Real Gary Frazier, 2015-01-01 According to the
results of recent surveys, Americans overwhelmingly believe that HEAVEN exists, though a much
smaller number believe that HELLexists, with only one-tenth of one percent believing they will go
there when they die. Gary Frazier helps readers: Discern what beliefs are based on fact or fiction
Discover the truth in the midst of so much deception Understand the depth of Scripture that speaks
of HELL more than HEAVEN. Hell is for Real is a clear search for truth, and truth matters for the
simple reason that we all have a divine appointment with death. What if those who do not believe in
HELL die one day and find they made a tragic and eternal mistake? Where do we turn for real
answers? Should we look to movies, television, and stories of personal experiences, psychics, or
religion? Cemeteries and mausoleums dot the landscape of America as evidence and reminders of
the sad reality of death. The good news is there is a source of hope that provides answers for each
and every one who cares to seek the truth. Join the search and choose wisely because, eternity is too
long to be wrong and Hell is for Real.
  the heaven is for real movie: Death, Dying, and Mysticism T. Cattoi, C. Moreman, G. C.
Harcourt, 2015-04-01 This volume offers a sample of reflections from scholars and practitioners on
the theme of death and dying from scholars and practitioners, ranging from the Christian tradition
to Hinduism, Lacanian psychoanalysis, while also touching on the themes of the afterlife and
near-death experiences.
  the heaven is for real movie: What Does the Bible Say? Mary Ann Beavis, HyeRan
Kim-Cragg, 2017-04-25 This book is a collaboration between a biblical scholar (Mary Ann Beavis)
and a practical theologian (HyeRan Kim-Cragg) who are concerned with the way that the Bible is
portrayed and interpreted in popular culture, including but not limited to the movies. This concern
points to a need for a conversation, examining what the Bible actually says, in order to uncover
transformations and distortions of the biblical stories in the wider culture--including Christian
culture. Our conversation is counter-cultural, not in an oppositional way, but taking an alternative
posture that aims to provide different insights by drawing from and closely looking at the Bible. The
chapters take a Christian canonical approach, articulating what the Bible says (and doesn't say) with
regard to culturally pervasive themes such as sin and salvation, Christ and Antichrist, heaven and
hell, in contrast to popular understandings as disseminated in (primarily) film, advertising,
television, etc. We hope that together we will open up fertile academic, ecclesial, and secular space
for disclosing loaded cultural and ideological views towards offering positive and intriguing insights
embedded in the Bible.
  the heaven is for real movie: Let Him Reign Mary Lou, 2019-11-06 Let Him Reign is a
captivating story about one mother's unexpected loss of her young son and the journey that
followed. It brings you to the core of her innermost heartfelt feelings both good and bad from the
point of impact after she first faced her tragedy to her evolving path of healing. Amidst many crazy
twists and turns, her life became similar to that of one being seated on an amazing roller coaster
ride of travels which began in darkness and ended in light.
  the heaven is for real movie: The Profile of a Psychiatric Patient through God's Eyes
Lenys M. Martínez Ortiz, 2021-09-09 Lenys M Martinez Author She was born in Ponce, PR. and
currently lives in the state of Indiana, US. Since she was little her passion has been serving others.
Her love for the gospel of Jesus Christ has inspired her to write her own life experiences to instill
hope. The diagnosis of a mental illness is not the end of your life. Even when you feel that your
strength ends and your emotions betray you, there is still something you can do. Through these
pages, you will witness that when your strength is not enough, then God uses his for your benefit.
You won't know how important God is until he's the only thing left for you. In the process, you will be
able to experience how God speaks and how he meets your needs. You will have the opportunity to
see yourself as you really are, your essence and in the original design that was established for you.
Only when you learn to see yourself as God sees you, can you understand that this diagnosis is not
for you to live in; it is temporary and will help you reach your promised land. As you read this book



you will change mental patterns and thoughts that do not let you reach your destination. • Faith
does not deny reality; faith changes it. • Your condition does not determine your position. • Don't
limit your power, because God is unlimited. • The wound hurts, but the scar doesn't. • Every history
precedes a great glory.
  the heaven is for real movie: Death at the Movies Lyn Genelli, Tom Davis Genelli, 2013-09-03
A study of the issue of death and dying and how it is treated in several films. Covers Buddhist
concepts such as the Bardo and reincarnation--
  the heaven is for real movie: Mysteries of the Afterlife Ron Jones, 2016-02-01 Is there a more
important topic than one's eternal destination? Pastor, church planter, and radio personality (more
than 100 radio stations and expanding) Ron Jones believes the gravity of this topic deserves the
utmost in both biblical accuracy and compassion. In Mysteries of the Afterlife he delivers a clearly
written and compelling explanation of heaven, hell, and the afterlife. You'll find answers to questions
such as: What happens 60 seconds after we die? Are heaven and hell real places? Is there a future
resurrection and judgement? Are we reincarnated after death? Can we communicate with the dead?
Are near-death experiences real? And the most important question of all—what is your eternal
destiny? Whether you realize it or not, your journey toward your final destination began the day
you're born. And the beginning of your discovery of what lies beyond the grave starts right now.
—Ron Jones
  the heaven is for real movie: Saved, Delivered, and Healed Tony Richie, 2022-08-30 Should a
Christian doctrine of salvation be concerned with this life or the life to come? With forgiveness of
sins or deliverance of sinners? With the saving of the soul or the healing of the body? Should it focus
on the person and work of Jesus Christ or on the presence and power of Holy Spirit? To all these
questions (and more), Tony Richie's Saved, Delivered, and Healed: Introducing a Pentecostal
Doctrine of Salvation answers Yes! Then it proceeds to present from the Scriptures, from
Pentecostal theology and spirituality, and from decades of pastoral and personal experiences and
academic insights an energetic and holistic view of salvation grounded in the wisdom, goodness, and
power of God. Its constant focus is God's ultimate redemptive purpose in Jesus Christ by the power
of the Holy Spirit for the lives of real human beings living in the real world. If you have ever
wondered what Christian salvation actually means and how it actually works, then this book is for
you.
  the heaven is for real movie: Stolen Identity Marcella Ward, 2019-02-07 Could it be that
Satan, after his fall, had a plan to thwart God's plan of salvation by stealing something very valuable
to God and us? Has he been working overtime to accomplish his goal? This book will challenge you
to be among those who will stand for who you are in Christ not letting the media, politicians, liberal
culture, and political correctness ideology dictate or change who you are and meant to be as a
reflection of God's image. You will be guided on a journey falling deeper in love with God the Father,
Jesus Christ the Son of God, and the Holy Spirit. Great men and women of faith throughout the Bible
chose to stand for who they were as well as many modern-day men and women, such as Martin
Luther King Jr., Mother Teresa, Corrie ten Boom, and many others. Their identity, given by God,
guided their lives and changed the world. You can change the world as you encounter the tools you
need to be who God created you to be. Let's not live in an identity crisis world without showing the
world the identity Christ is living in us!
  the heaven is for real movie: Not Fit for Human Consumption A. P. Filosa, 2016-06-10 The
specter of violence is a persuasive threat in the world affecting individuals, societies and nations.
But if the underlying causes of this strife are understood, it can be prevented, treated and
eradicated. In Not Fit for Human Consuption: Triggered Traumatic Memories and the Violence
Profile, author Dr. A.P. Filosa, Psy.D., investigates and explains the symptoms of this affliction,
offering hope to those wishing to live a normal, healthy, violence-free life.
  the heaven is for real movie: Ten Things I Wish I'd Known When I Was Younger A compelling
case for Christianity,, 2019-03-04 Life is full of lessons learned, and the earlier we learn them, the
more fulfilling the remainder of our lives can be. The Christian life has a unique set of lessons. All of



us face the daily challenges of discerning God's will and reconciling the ultimate source of truth and
guidancethe Biblewith the influences and pressures of secular society. These challenges can be
daunting, and the pathway to success can be tortuous and full of obstacles. In his well-articulated
and entertaining take on some important lessons of the Christian life, author and songwriter Robert
D. Smith, Jr. provides thought-provoking insights for those engaged in all phases of the faith
journeyfrom nonbelief to Christian maturity. He shares these life lessons by calling upon decades of
experience in navigating the Christian walk and making decisions along the way, not all of them the
best ones. He intersperses relevant lyrics from his thirty years of contemporary Christian
songwriting into the text as a poetic complement to the narrative. His goal is for readers to learn the
lessons it has taken him a lifetime to learn early enough in their lives to make a difference. Whether
you are a skeptic, questioning the relevance of the Bible or even the existence of God; a new
Christian seeking direction for your life; or a mature believer with years of devotion and service
behind you; there is wisdom to be gained from reading this book. As long as we continue to breathe,
there is always room to learn and grow. No matter how old you are or where you faith resides, these
ten lessons will bring clarity to your path forward.
  the heaven is for real movie: The Hollywood Commandments DeVon Franklin, Tim
Vandehey, 2017-09-26 DeVon Franklin, New York Times bestselling author of The Wait and
prominent Hollywood producer, reveals that secular and spiritual success are not opposites. To have
one, you need the other. Are you tired of living a life paralyzed by fear? Are you anxious to break
free of the “beware mentality” that has kept generations of well-meaning people living beneath the
fullness of their calling? You’re unfulfilled because you’ve been convinced that you would lose your
faith if you pursued the secular ambitions God has put in your heart. However, until you pursue
those ambitions you will miss out on the fullness of God and the success you were created to have.
For too long there’s been a line drawn between the spiritual and the secular, and we have been
conditioned to believe that if we cross this line in either direction, we will have gone too far. It’s time
to break down this barrier so you are free to go further than any believer has gone before. The
Success Commandments combines spiritual teachings with secular strategies to help you achieve
unprecedented success and live the life you were destined to live.
  the heaven is for real movie: Inconspicuously Christian Film Criticism Kenneth R. Morefield,
2021-11-16 This collection presents essays that lay out the author’s Christian approach to film
criticism and reviews that exemplify this critic at his most perceptive. Including interviews with
award-winning actors and directors, this volume draws heavily on the author’s academic expertise
and his decade of experience as an acclaimed film journalist. Whether examining the latest
Hollywood blockbuster, a topical documentary, or an indie festival favorite, the book subtly, but
carefully, draws attention to how films can speak to Christians and how Christian voices can enrich
the conversations around their meaning and relevance.
  the heaven is for real movie: Redeeming the Screens Jeanne C. DeFazio, William David
Spencer, 2016-05-03 How does the future look to us? Well, clearly we realize we now live in a world
of screens, from the microcosmic universe of to smartphone . . . to the imposing vigil of the multiplex
giants, looming over us in Imax and 3-D--more real than real--and to all the screens in between, from
computers to iPads, to muted, high definition flat-screens pouring out images in homes, restaurants,
banks, businesses, schools, doctors' offices, and hospitals, and on and on everywhere we turn. We
cannot change this reality, so what these Christians, and so many like them are doing is trying to
find ways to redeem what we put on these screens: what message we are sending out in word and
image to the watching world. So, clearly, our task, whether we have been called to create or not, is
to join these artists as screen redeemers, assisting the Holy Spirit in reconciling the world to God (2
Cor 5:18-19) through helping the pervasively influential means of the media adjust its goals to the
mission of Jesus Christ.
  the heaven is for real movie: Outcasts Ann Bates, 2017-08-18 How a widowed woman went
through cancer and during and after her surgeries, and radiation treatments; her life flashed before
her eyes for weeks. From her first memory of being raised in an abusive home to helping throwaway



teens, to her last tragic memory.
  the heaven is for real movie: Entertaining Judgment Greg Garrett, 2015 Nowadays references
to the afterlife-angels strumming harps, demons brandishing pitchforks, God enthroned on heavenly
clouds-are more often encountered in New Yorker cartoons than in serious Christian theological
reflection. Speculation about death and its sequel seems to embarrass many theologians; however,
as Greg Garrett shows in Entertaining Judgment, popular culture in the U.S. has found rich ground
for creative expression in the search for answers to the question: What lies in store for us after we
die? The lyrics of Madonna, Los Lonely Boys, and Sean Combs; the plotlines of TV's Lost, South
Park, and The Walking Dead; the implied theology in films such as The Dark Knight, Ghost, and Field
of Dreams; the heavenly half-light of Thomas Kinkade's popular paintings; the ghosts, shades, and
after-life way-stations in Harry Potter; and the characters, situations, and locations in the Hunger
Games saga all speak to our hopes and fears about what comes next. In a rich survey of literature
and popular media, Garrett compares cultural accounts of death and the afterlife with those found in
scripture. Denizens of the imagined afterlife, whether in heaven, hell, on earth, or in purgatory,
speak to what awaits us, at once shaping and reflecting our deeply held-if often somewhat
nebulous-beliefs. They show us what rewards and punishments we might expect, offer us divine
assistance, and even diabolically attack us. Ultimately, we are drawn to these stories of heaven, hell,
and purgatory--and to stories about death and the undead--not only because they entertain us, but
because they help us to create meaning and to learn about ourselves, our world, and, perhaps, the
next world. Garrett's deft analysis sheds new light on what popular culture can tell us about the
startlingly sharp divide between what modern people profess to believe and what they truly hope
and expect to find after death--and how they use those stories to help them understand this life.
  the heaven is for real movie: Altered States of Consciousness in the Movies John C.
Stephens, 2024 Altered states of consciousness (ASCs), including dreams, hypnosis, spirit
possession, and brainwashing, have long captivated contemporary culture. In the 20th century,
Hollywood integrated ASCs into an array of films, reflecting society's fascination with the subject.
While early cinematic portrayals laid the groundwork, the depiction of ASCs on the silver screen
surged with the advent of special effects in the 1960s and have only become more prevalent since.
This book traces the rise and proliferation of ASCs within American cinema, focusing specifically on
major studio releases from the 1940s onward. By examining various aspects of altered
consciousness, from weaponized hypnosis to spiritual encounters, the text sheds light on the cultural
reception of these films. The author also discusses recent research on ASCs and the emergence of
discrepancies between scientific knowledge and cinematic representation.--
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