the black hand

The Black Hand: Unraveling the Mystery Behind a Notorious Name

the black hand is a term that carries a weight of mystery, intrigue, and historical significance. Whether
referring to secret societies, criminal organizations, or symbols used in various contexts, the black hand has
captured the imagination of historians, writers, and curious minds alike. This article explores the multiple
facets associated with the black hand, diving into its origins, cultural impact, and the many stories that have

woven this enigmatic term into history.

The Origins of the Black Hand

To truly understand the black hand, it’s essential to look back at its earliest known references. The term
originally gained notoriety in the early 20th century, often linked to clandestine groups operating in
Europe and America. Its name evokes the image of a dark, ominous hand, symbolizing power, threat, and

secrecy.

The Black Hand in Early 20th Century Europe

One of the most famous associations of the black hand is with a secret Serbian organization known as
"Unification or Death," commonly referred to as the Black Hand. Founded in 1911, this group played a
significant role in the political turmoil of the Balkans. Its members were nationalist conspirators who sought
the unification of Slavic territories under Serbian rule. The group is famously connected to the assassination

of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria in 1914—a pivotal event that triggered World War L

This version of the black hand was shrouded in secrecy, operating through covert networks and using
clandestine tactics. Its members often communicated using coded messages, and their emblem—a black

handprint—became a symbol of their mission and the fear they inspired.

The Black Hand as a Criminal Symbol

‘While the Serbian secret society is historically significant, the black hand also refers to a form of extortion
practiced by criminal groups, particularly among Italian and Sicilian immigrants in the United States

during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. These gangs would send threatening letters marked with a
black handprint, demanding money under threat of violence—a practice that came to be known as "Black

Hand extortion."



This criminal usage of the black hand was prevalent in cities like New York, Chicago, and New Orleans,
where immigrant communities were vulnerable to exploitation. The black hand extortionists often
targeted successful business owners, demanding protection money in exchange for safety. This form of
organized crime laid some groundwork for the development of more structured mafia organizations later

on.

Symbolism and Cultural Impact of the Black Hand

Beyond its historical and criminal connotations, the black hand has evolved into a powerful symbol in
various cultural contexts. Its visual representation—a stark black handprint or silhouette—evokes themes of

secrecy, rebellion, and power.

The Black Hand in Popular Culture

Over the decades, the black hand has found its way into literature, film, and art, often used to represent
mysterious or sinister forces. It appears in detective stories, crime thrillers, and war dramas, symbolizing

hidden threats or underground networks.

For instance, in noir fiction and movies, the black hand is sometimes a metaphor for shadowy organizations
pulling strings behind the scenes. Its image can also be found in graphic novels and video games, where it

serves as an emblem for villainous factions or secret orders.

The Black Hand in Modern Symbolism

Interestingly, the black hand has also been adopted in some activist and political movements, where it
symbolizes resistance or solidarity. The idea of a "black hand" can represent a force that disrupts the status

quo, often embraced by groups seeking to challenge established powers.

In tattoos and street art, the black hand is a striking motif that conveys strength and defiance. It serves as a

reminder of the power of anonymity and the impact of unseen forces in shaping societies.

Understanding the Black Hand’s Legacy Today

The legacy of the black hand is complex, stretching from secret societies and political upheaval to criminal
enterprises and cultural symbolism. To appreciate its full significance, it’s important to look at how this

concept has influenced modern perceptions of secrecy and power.



Lessons from History

The story of the black hand teaches us about the dangers and influence of covert groups in shaping history.
The Serbian Black Hand’s involvement in the assassination that ignited World War I underscores how
small, secretive organizations can have outsized effects on global events.

Similarly, the black hand extortion practices among immigrant communities highlight the vulnerabilities

faced by marginalized groups and the ways organized crime exploits those vulnerabilities. These historical

lessons remind us to remain vigilant about the presence of hidden threats in society.

The Black Hand in Contemporary Contexts

Today, references to the black hand still pop up in discussions about secret societies, organized crime, and
political conspiracies. While the original groups have long since dissolved or evolved, the term continues to

evoke a sense of clandestine power.

For those interested in history, criminology, or cultural studies, the black hand serves as a fascinating case

study in how symbols and organizations can shape narratives across time and place.

Exploring the Black Hand: Tips for Further Research

If the story of the black hand intrigues you, here are some ways to delve deeper into this captivating topic:
¢ Read historical accounts: Books and documentaries about the Balkan conflicts and early 20th-century
organized crime provide detailed insights.

e Examine primary sources: Investigate archives, letters, and newspaper articles from the era to

understand the black hand’s real-world impact.

e Explore cultural depictions: Watch films and read novels that feature the black hand to see how it has

been interpreted creatively.

e Study symbolism: Look into how the black hand and similar motifs are used in art, activism, and

social movements today.

Engaging with a variety of perspectives will enrich your understanding of how the black hand remains a



powerful and multifaceted symbol.

The black hand, with its dark imagery and shadowy past, continues to fascinate and provoke thought.
Whether as a secret society, a method of extortion, or a cultural emblem, it reminds us of the enduring

allure of mystery and the complex interplay between power and secrecy in human history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the Black Hand organization?

The Black Hand was a secret military society formed in the early 20th century, primarily in Serbia,

known for its nationalist and revolutionary activities aimed at uniting Slavic territories.

How did the Black Hand contribute to the start of World War 1?

The Black Hand orchestrated the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria in 1914, an event
which triggered a series of political conflicts leading to the outbreak of World War L

Who were the key members of the Black Hand?

Key members included Dragutin Dimitrijevié¢ (also known as Apis), who was the leader, along with other

Serbian military officers and nationalists involved in clandestine operations.

What was the main goal of the Black Hand?

The main goal of the Black Hand was to promote the liberation and unification of Slavic peoples under

Austro-Hungarian rule, particularly aiming to create a Greater Serbia or Yugoslavia.

How did governments respond to the Black Hand's activities?

Governments such as Austria-Hungary and Serbia took strong measures against the Black Hand, including

arrests, trials, and suppression efforts, especially after the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand.

Is the Black Hand still active today?

No, the Black Hand as a secret society disbanded after World War I, and there is no evidence of its

continued existence or activity in the modern era.



Additional Resources

The Black Hand: Unveiling the Origins, Impact, and Legacy of a Notorious Secret Society

the black hand has long been a subject of intrigue and mystery in historical and criminal studies. Known
primarily as a secretive criminal organization, the Black Hand’s influence extended beyond mere extortion,
playing a pivotal role in shaping early 20th-century geopolitics and organized crime. This article delves
into the origins, operations, and lasting implications of the Black Hand, analyzing its modus operandi,

cultural impact, and how modern interpretations often conflate it with other entities.

Historical Origins of the Black Hand

The Black Hand, originally known as "La Mano Nera," emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
primarily among Italian immigrant communities in the United States and parts of Southern Europe. Its
roots, however, trace back to clandestine groups in the Balkans, particularly linked with secret societies that

fostered nationalist sentiments, such as those in Serbia.

The term “Black Hand” gained notoriety in the United States when Italian-American criminals used
threatening letters adorned with a black handprint to intimidate victims into paying protection money.
This form of extortion became synonymous with the organization itself, though the Black Hand was never

a single centralized group but rather a loosely affiliated network of criminals sharing similar tactics.

The Balkan Connection and Political Dimensions

In the Balkans, the Black Hand was a secret military society founded in 1911 by members of the Serbian
army with the goal of uniting South Slavic territories under Serbian rule. This iteration of the Black Hand
was markedly different from the criminal extortionists in America. It engaged in covert operations,
espionage, and political assassinations, the most infamous being the assassination of Archduke Franz

Ferdinand of Austria in 1914, an event that precipitated World War L.

This dual identity—one criminal, the other revolutionary—complicates assessments of the Black Hand and

demands nuanced understanding of its various manifestations.

Operations and Modus Operandi of the American Black Hand

The American Black Hand thrived in densely populated immigrant neighborhoods, particularly in cities
like New York, Chicago, and New Orleans. Their primary method involved sending threatening letters

demanding money under the threat of violence. These letters often bore a distinctive symbol: a black



handprint, sometimes accompanied by threatening imagery like skulls or daggers.

Extortion Techniques and Victim Profiles

Victims of the Black Hand were typically small business owners, shopkeepers, or newly arrived
immigrants who were perceived as vulnerable and unlikely to seek police help due to language barriers or
mistrust of authorities. The extortion letters demanded sums ranging from a few hundred to several

thousand dollars—a significant amount at the time.

The Black Hand's reputation for brutality was a key tool in maintaining control. Reports from the era
describe incidents where victims who refused to pay were subjected to arson, physical assault, or even
murder. Unlike structured organized crime families that emerged later, the Black Hand lacked a formal

hierarchy, operating more as a network of independent operators.

Comparison with Organized Crime Syndicates

While the Black Hand is often conflated with early Italian-American Mafia groups, there are critical
distinctions. The Mafia developed a more organized, hierarchical structure with defined leadership roles,
codes of conduct, and diversified criminal enterprises including gambling, loan sharking, and narcotics

trafficking.
In contrast, the Black Hand was primarily focused on extortion and tended to be more chaotic and violent

without the same internal discipline. This difference eventually led to the Mafia supplanting the Black

Hand by the 1920s, absorbing or eliminating many of its members and methods.

Legacy and Cultural Impact

The Black Hand's legacy is multifaceted, influencing everything from law enforcement approaches to

immigrant community dynamics, as well as popular culture representations of organized crime.

Impact on Law Enforcement and Community Relations

The prevalence of Black Hand extortion in immigrant neighborhoods prompted law enforcement agencies
to develop specialized units focusing on organized crime and extortion rackets. However, significant

challenges remained due to victims’ reluctance to cooperate with police, fueled by fear and cultural distrust.



This dynamic underscored broader issues of integration and protection for immigrant communities,
highlighting the need for improved social services and community policing that could bridge cultural

divides.

Representation in Media and Popular Culture

The Black Hand has been depicted in various forms of media, often sensationalized as the archetypal secret
society or early Mafia precursor. Films, novels, and television series have dramatized its activities,
sometimes blurring the lines between fact and fiction.

This cultural portrayal contributed both to the mystique surrounding the Black Hand and to stereotypes

about Italian-American communities. Understanding the historical reality behind these depictions is crucial

in separating myth from the complex socio-political realities of the time.

Analyzing the Pros and Cons of the Black Hand’s Influence

Although inherently criminal, the Black Hand’s existence had unintended consequences that shaped
organized crime and community dynamics in significant ways.
e Pros:
o Highlighted the vulnerabilities of immigrant communities, prompting social reforms.
o Accelerated the development of specialized law enforcement units targeting organized crime.

o Exposed the need for better community integration and protection mechanisms.

e Cons:
o Instilled fear and mistrust within immigrant populations.
o Perpetuated stereotypes and negative perceptions of Italian and Balkan immigrants.

o Contributed to cycles of violence and lawlessness in urban areas.



Modern-Day Relevance

While the Black Hand as an organization no longer exists, its methods and legacy continue to inform
contemporary understandings of extortion and organized crime. Modern criminal enterprises have evolved
sophisticated techniques, but the fundamental concept of leveraging fear through threats remains a

constant.

Moreover, the historical Black Hand serves as a cautionary tale about the consequences of social

marginalization and the importance of community resilience in the face of criminal exploitation.
The Black Hand remains a compelling study in the intersections of crime, politics, and society. From its

Balkan political machinations to its American criminal enterprises, it reflects broader themes of power,

identity, and resistance that resonate far beyond its infamous black handprint.

The Black Hand

the black hand: The Black Hand Robert M. Lombardo, 2010 Unraveling the truth about the
sinister extortion scheme that preyed on innocent Chicagoans

the black hand: The Black Hand Will Thomas, 2011-05-10 “This atmospheric historical
thriller is as good as it gets” (Julia Spencer-Fleming, author of I Shall Not Want) in the evocative
Barker and Llewelyn series as mysterious murders hint at a dark conspiracy in the heart of London.
When an Italian assassin’s body is found floating in a barrel in Victorian London’s East End, enquiry
agent Cyrus Barker and his assistant Thomas Llewelyn are called in to investigate. Soon corpses
begin to appear all over London, each accompanied by a Mafia Black Hand note. As Barker and
Llewelyn dig deeper, they become entangled in the vendettas of rival Italian syndicates—and it is no
longer clear who is a friend or foe.

the black hand: Ohio's Black Hand Syndicate David Meyers, Elise Meyers Walker,
2021-01-04 Organized crime was born in the back of a fruit store in Marion. Before America saw
headlines about the Capone Mob, the Purple Gang and Murder Inc., the specter of the Black Hand
terrorized nearly every major city. Fears that the Mafia had reached our shores and infiltrated every
Italian immigrant community kept police alert and citizens on edge. It was only a matter of time
before these professed Robin Hoods formed a band. And when they did, the eyes of the world turned
to Ohio, particularly when the local Black Hand outfit known as the Society of the Banana went on
trial. Authors David Meyers and Elise Meyers Walker unfold this first and nearly forgotten chapter
on crime syndicate history.

the black hand: The Adventures of a Black Hand Full of Moondust N.Coe Copes,
2020-02-27 TRUST GOD ONLY & WALK IN BLIND FAITH- ALONE for more than 5 years in silence.
Maybe I was set up to die that way. A freak accident, perhaps. That's how it would have looked.
Someone expected that, and with expectations that low and miserable, I never worried about
someone like that. Risky behavior was my hobby in those days. Unknowingly, I was selected as a
target of interest, mistaken for the average bear hunted down during hibernation, plenty of times
before.The obvious game is to benefit from life insurance policies matured well and long enough to


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/the-black-hand.pdf

play a surprised or sorry role when a target expires. Apparently, keeping up appearances is costly.
This ritual targets the LGBT Community, persons identifying with mental illness, and persons with
criminal history involving drugs. [ would play this game like a baby Grand Piano but it worked. This
account I am opening is not a game, however, and secrets like these make a Kkilling, literally. GOD
has the final word.

the black hand: Mountain Mafia Betty L. Alt, Sandra K. Wells, 2020-06-30 MOUNTAIN MAFIA
IS A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BLACK HAND AND MAFIA in the Rocky Mountain region. It brings to
life some of the more colorful leaders in the West's organized crime operations throughout the 20th
century, including Roma, Colletti, and the Smaldones. Especially examined is the famous court case
of Scotty Spinuzzi, who was acquitted of murder because no one saw the bullet leave the gun. Also
mentioned is the connection these western mobsters had with notorious crime members in New
York, Chicago, Detroit, Las Vegas and Los Angeles.

the black hand: The Black Hand. [A Card, Describing the Black Hand Secret Society.].
BLACK HAND., 1914

the black hand: The Complete Idiot's Guide to World War I Alan Axelrod, 2000 Provides
coverage of the causes leading to war, famous battles, weapons, and the influence on political and
cultural development, and includes biographical information on key figures.

the black hand: Balkan Legacies of the Great War Othon Anastasakis, David Madden,
Elizabeth Roberts, 2016-04-29 This is a rich yet succinct account of an underexplored story: the
consequences of the Great War for the region which ignited it. It offers a fascinating tapestry: the
collapse of Empires, the birth of Turkey and Yugoslavia, Greece as both victor and loser, Bulgaria's
humiliating defeat; bitter memories, forced migrations, territorial implications and collective
national amnesias. The legacies live on. The contributions in this volume significantly enhance the
debate about how the Great War is remembered in South East Europe, and why it still evokes such
strong emotions and reactions, more than a century after its beginnings.

the black hand: Encyclopedia of Intelligence and Counterintelligence Rodney Carlisle,
2015-03-26 From references to secret agents in The Art of War in 400 B.C.E. to the Bush
administration's ongoing War on Terrorism, espionage has always been an essential part of state
security policies. This illustrated encyclopedia traces the fascinating stories of spies, intelligence,
and counterintelligence throughout history, both internationally and in the United States. Written
specifically for students and general readers by scholars, former intelligence officers, and other
experts, Encyclopedia of Intelligence and Counterintelligence provides a unique background
perspective for viewing history and current events. In easy-to-understand, non-technical language, it
explains how espionage works as a function of national policy; traces the roots of national security;
profiles key intelligence leaders, agents, and double-agents; discusses intelligence concepts and
techniques; and profiles the security organizations and intelligence history and policies of nations
around the world. As a special feature, the set also includes forewords by former CIA Director
Robert M. Gates and former KGB Major General Oleg Kalugin that help clarify the evolution of
intelligence and counterintelligence and their crucial roles in world affairs today.

the black hand: The Tangled Web Michael J. Cain, 2018-02-20 The Tangled Web tells the
dramatic story of Detective Richard Cain, the man the FBI described as “possibly the most corrupt
police official in the history of Chicago.” Cain led double life—at once a chief investigator and a
“made” man, both a detective who led raids on gambling rings and a soldier carrying out hits for
Mafia bosses. Using years of research, interviews, family anecdotes, and rare documents, Michael
Cain creates a comprehensive and compelling biography of his half-brother. This edition features an
all-new introduction by the author. In a story that reads like the plot of Martin Scorsese’s The
Departed, Cain played both ends against the middle to become a household name in Chicago and a
notorious figure in both the Mob and the world of Chicago law enforcement. Before his execution by
shotgun in Rose’s Sandwich Shop, Cain’s legend would grow to the point of rumored involvement in
the assassination of John F. Kennedy and the FBI’s plot to assassinate Fidel Castro. Filled with
fascinating and until-now unknown facts, The Tangled Web tells the full story of this one-man crime



wave.

the black hand: The Stone of the Vault Sr. Quintina, 2020-11-05 The Stone of the Vault, a
book written solely by Author Joseph William Quintina Sr., is a three part story involving the 'Stone
of the Vault', the governments and the people initially of Italy and the United States and
subsequently other countries. The author hopes the audience of this book will come to a full
appreciation of the introduction into the dynamics of these countries and the existence of the
underworld. The author will begin with the state of existence between the people of these ¢

the black hand: A Short History of the Yugoslav Peoples Frederick Bernard Singleton,
1985-03-21 This book provides a survey of the history of the South Slav peoples who came together
at the end of the First World War to form the first Yugoslav kingdom.

the black hand: Organized Crime Antonio Nicaso, Marcel Danesi, 2025-08-14 This book aims
to describe and demystify what makes organized criminal groups so culturally powerful. It examines
their codes of conduct, initiation rites, secret communication methods, origin myths, symbols, and
lifestyles that imbue them with the pride and nonchalance that go hand in hand with their criminal
activities. Mobsters are everywhere, in the movies, on television, on websites, and now in the
Metaverse. Contemporary societies across the globe are fascinated by them. Why is this so? What
features and constituents of organized criminal gangs make them so emotionally powerful—to
themselves and others? These are the questions that have guided the writing of the second edition of
this textbook, which is intended as an introduction to organized crime from the angle of cultural
analysis. Key topics included in this new edition: An historic overview of organized crime, including
the social, economic, and cultural conditions that favor its development A description and character
analysis of the type of people who make up organized criminal groups and the activities in which
they engage The symbols, rituals, codes, and languages that characterize criminal institutions The
relationship between traditional organized crime, cybercrime, and evolving forms of crime on the
Dark Web and in the Metaverse The traditional and changing roles of women in organized crime The
transnational operations of criminal groups Media portrayals of organized crime Policing responses
to organized crime The use of technologies by the organized criminal groups This new edition
includes case studies and offers an accessible, interdisciplinary approach to the subject of organized
crime. It is essential reading for students engaged with organized crime across criminology,
sociology, anthropology, and psychology.

the black hand: The Outbreak of the First World War Jack S. Levy, John A. Vasquez,
2014-04-03 This volume brings together leading historians and international relations scholars to
debate the causes of the First World War.

the black hand: [J(3 shi gingyao, 2024-12-16 Who said that it is appropriate to travel today, it
will rain when you go out. Lu Yangcomplained that he regretted not bringing hemp fiber in advance

the black hand: Murder & Mayhem on Chicago's West Side Troy Taylor, 2019-01-07 The
author of Haunted Illinois takes readers to the Windy City’s wild west, where criminals from Frank
Capone to John Wayne Gacy left their mark. Blazing from the West Side, the Great Chicago Fire left
nothing but ashy remnants of the developing city, leveling its landscape but certainly not its spirit.
While the West Side was home to the infamous O’Leary barn, it was also where news of some of the
city’s most gruesome and horrific crimes reverberated throughout the state and across the country.
Read about the bloody end of Roger “the Terrible” Touhy, who, although he undoubtedly lived up to
his name, met an ill-deserved fate. Troy Taylor also delves into the life of John Wayne Gacy, the
depraved man masked by the clown costume, and yet again proves to be a master storyteller and
historian of Chicago’s criminal underworld. Includes photos!

the black hand: Top 15 Secret Societies Jade Summers, 2024-06-13 Discover the hidden
worlds of the most powerful and secretive societies that have shaped history and continue to
influence our world today. [J[] Dive deep into the legends, myths, and truths of organizations like the
[lluminati, Freemasons, and the Bilderberg Group. This comprehensive guide uncovers their origins,
symbols, rituals, and the mysteries that surround them. Highlights: [] Explore the origins and
evolution of 15 secret societies. [J& Uncover the hidden symbols and rituals used by these groups. []



Understand their impact on historical and modern events. [] Delve into conspiracy theories and the
facts that inspired them. [] Perfect for history buffs, conspiracy enthusiasts, and curious minds alike.
Join us on a journey through the shadows of power and uncover the secrets that have been kept for
centuries. [J]]

the black hand: Garden State Gangland Scott M. Deitche, 2017-12-08 The Mafia in the United
States might be a shadow of its former self, but in the New York/New Jersey metro area, there are
still wiseguys and wannabes working scams, extorting businesses, running gambling, selling drugs,
and branching out into white collar crimes. And they are continuing a tradition that’s over 100 years
old. Some of the most powerful mobsters on a national level were from New Jersey, and they spread
their tentacles down to Florida, across the Atlantic, and out to California. And many of the stories
have never been told. Deitche weaves his narrative through significant, as well as some
lesser-known, mob figures who were vital components in the underworld machine. New Jersey’s
organized crime history has been one of the most colorful in the country, serving as the home of
some of the most powerful, as well as below-the-radar, mobsters in the Country. And though
overshadowed by the emphasis on New York City, the mob and New Jersey have, over the years,
become synonymous, in both pop culture and in law enforcement. But for all the press that has been
dedicated to the mob and New Jersey, for all the law enforcement activity against the mob, and for
all the pop culture references, there has never truly been an examination of the rise of the mob in
New Jersey from a historical perspective. Until now. In Garden State Gangland, Scott M. Deitche
sets the historical record straight by providing the first overall history of the mob in New Jersey,
from the early turn of the century Black Hand gangs to the present, and looks at how influential they
were was, not only to goings-on the Garden State but across the New York metro region and the
country as a whole.

the black hand: The First Vice Lord Arthur J. Bilek, 2008 THE FIRST VICE LORD is the story
of the life and death of Big Jim Colosimo and Chicago's infamous segregated red-light district--the
Levee. For the first time, the true story is told of the colorful characters who peopled the Levee from
the time of the Columbian Exposition to the Roaring Twenties, clearly the most colorful period in
Chicago's history. The product of five years of research through Chicago daily newspapers,
magazines, and periodicals, and books on the city's history, it documents the story as it occurred,
with all of the sights, sounds, and smells of that lusty, unruly era. THE FIRST VICE LORD is the
story of an immigrant Italian lad who grew up in the tenements of Chicago, where he worked first as
a lowly street sweeper, then as a brothel operator and vice lord, and finally as the owner of the most
famous restaurant of his day. His story is told against the backdrop of an open red-light district so
famous it was known to the crown heads of Europe.

the black hand: The National Question in Yugoslavia Ivo Banac, 2015-08-11 Even before it
collapsed into civil war, ethnic cleansing, and dissolution, Yugoslavia was an archetypical example of
a troubled multinational mosaic, a state without a single national base or even a majority. Its
stability and very existence were challenged repeatedly by the tension between the pressures for
overarching political cohesion and the defense of separate national identities and aspirations.In a
brilliant analysis of this complex and sensitive national question, Ivo Banac provides a
comprehensive introduction to Yugoslav political history. His book is a genetic study of the ideas,
circumstances, and events that shaped the pattern of relations among the nationalities of Yugoslavia.
It traces and analyzes the history and characteristics of South Slavic national ideologies, connects
these trends with Yugoslavia's flawed unification in 1918, and ends with the fatal adoption of the
centralist system in 1921. Banac focuses on the first two and a half years in the history of the
Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, because in his view this was the period that set the
pattern for subsequent development of the national question. The issues that divided the South
Slavs, and that still divide them today, took on definite form during that time, he maintains. Banac
provides extensive treatment of all of Yugoslavia's nationalities; his sections on the Montenegrins,
Albanians, Macedonians, and Bosnian Muslims are unique in the literature. In this unbiased account,
all of the principals and groups assume a tragic fascination.When published in 1984, The National



Question in Yugoslavia was the first complete introduction to the cultural history of the South Slavic
peoples and to the politics of Yugoslavia, and it remains a major contribution to the scholarship on
modern European nationalism and the stability of multinational states.
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Ujedinjenje ili smrt), popularly known as the Black Hand (Serbian: Iipaa pyka / Crna ruka), was a
secret military society formed in May 1911

Black Hand | Definition, History, & Facts | Britannica Operating from Belgrade, it conducted
propaganda campaigns, organized armed bands in Macedonia (before the Balkan Wars, 1912-13),
and established a network of revolutionary cells

Before the Mafia, there was the terrifying '‘Black Hand' Dubbed the "Italian Sherlock Holmes”
and himself an immigrant, Petrosino battled the Black Hand with his fists and his wits. A more
contemporary nickname might be “Dirty Harry.”

The Black Hand: Serbian Terrorists Spark WWI - ThoughtCo The Black Hand was the name
of a Serbian terrorist group with nationalist aims, who sponsored the attack on Austrian Arch-Duke
Franz Ferdinand in 1914 that both killed him

Why Did the Black Hand of Serbia Kill Franz Ferdinand? On, 10 Narodna Odbrana formed
the Black Hand — sometimes called “Unification or Death” (or Ujedinjenje ili Smrt in Serbian). The
Black Hand was a secret Serbian

The Black Hand - Brigham Young University Ten men met on to form Ujedinjenje ili Smrt (Union
or Death), also known as The Black Hand. The seal of their group is reproduced above. By 1914,
there were several hundred

Black Hand - The Black Hand, an underground nationalist organization whose official name was
Union or Death, was founded in 1911 in Belgrade by a group of Serbian officers and civilians

The Black Hand Movement - History Learning In 1911, Apis founded ‘Union or Death’, which
later became the Black Hand. This movement had two simple aims: the liberation of all Serbs under
foreign rule and the creation of a Kingdom of
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society wielded an impressive amount of unofficial influence. They were well
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