student friendly six traits rubric

**Making Writing Understandable: A Guide to the Student Friendly Six Traits
Rubric**

student friendly six traits rubric serves as a powerful tool for educators
aiming to make the writing evaluation process clear and approachable for
students. This rubric breaks down the complex task of writing assessment into
six key components, helping learners understand exactly what makes their
writing effective and where they can improve. By transforming traditional
grading criteria into student-centered language, this approach promotes self-
awareness, motivation, and growth in writing skills.

What is the Student Friendly Six Traits Rubric?

The six traits model is a well-established framework that evaluates writing
based on six essential qualities: ideas, organization, voice, word choice,
sentence fluency, and conventions. When adapted into a student friendly six
traits rubric, these categories are translated into language that students
can easily grasp. This empowers students to take ownership of their writing
and use the rubric as a guide rather than a mysterious grading tool.

Instead of simply assigning scores, the student friendly rubric provides
clear descriptors that explain what each trait looks like at different levels
of achievement. This encourages students to self-assess and reflect on their
work, making the writing process more interactive and meaningful.

The Six Traits Explained in a Student-Friendly
Way

Breaking down each trait with approachable terms is crucial in making the
rubric effective. Here’s how educators often reframe the six traits to
resonate with young writers.

1. Ideas: What’s the Story?

Ideas refer to the heart of the writing—the main message, story, or
information. In a student friendly rubric, this trait might be described as
“Is your writing clear and interesting? Do you share your thoughts or tell
your story in a way that makes sense?” Encouraging students to focus on
strong, clear ideas helps them build meaningful content before worrying about
mechanics.

2. Organization: Does It Make Sense?

Organization looks at how the writing is structured. For students, this can
be explained as “Does your writing have a beginning, middle, and end? Are
your ideas in a good order that'’s easy to follow?” Teaching students to think



about the flow of their writing helps them create logical, coherent pieces.

3. Voice: Who's Talking-?

Voice reflects the writer’s personality and tone. Student friendly language
might ask, “Can readers tell it’s your writing? Does your voice make the
writing fun or interesting to read?” This trait encourages students to be
authentic and expressive.

4. Word Choice: Are the Words Just Right?

This trait focuses on the vocabulary and how well words communicate meaning.
Students might be guided with questions like, “Do you use words that help
readers picture what you’re saying? Are your words strong and clear?” This
helps students understand the power of precise language.

5. Sentence Fluency: Does It Sound Right?

Sentence fluency is about how sentences flow together when read aloud. In
student-friendly terms, it could be, “Do your sentences sound smooth and easy
to read? Do you use different types of sentences to make your writing
interesting?” This helps students experiment with rhythm and variety in their
writing.

6. Conventions: Are the Rules Followed?

Conventions cover spelling, punctuation, grammar, and capitalization.
Students might hear, “Did you use correct spelling and punctuation? Are your
sentences easy to understand because you followed the rules?” Emphasizing
conventions helps students polish their work and communicate clearly.

Why Use a Student Friendly Six Traits Rubric?

Introducing the six traits in kid-friendly language transforms writing
assessment into a positive learning experience. Here’s why this approach is
beneficial:

e Clarity: Students understand exactly what is expected of them.

e Self-Assessment: Learners can evaluate their own work, fostering
independence.

e Goal Setting: Clear criteria help students set achievable goals for
improvement.

e Consistent Feedback: Teachers and peers can provide focused,
constructive feedback based on shared language.



When students know what to look for, writing becomes less intimidating and
more manageable. The rubric becomes a roadmap rather than a list of faults.

Tips for Implementing the Student Friendly Six
Traits Rubric in the Classroom

Using this rubric effectively requires thoughtful integration into teaching
practices. Here are some practical tips to get started:

Model the Traits Through Examples

Share examples of writing that show strong and weak use of each trait.
Discuss with students how the ideas, organization, or voice could be
improved. This hands-on approach helps students internalize the traits.

Involve Students in Creating the Rubric

Co-creating or personalizing the rubric with students boosts engagement. When
students contribute to defining what a “strong idea” or “good organization”
looks 1like, they feel more invested in the process.

Use the Rubric as a Teaching Tool, Not Just an
Assessment

Incorporate the rubric into writing lessons and workshops. For instance,
focus on one trait at a time during peer reviews or mini-lessons. This breaks
down the learning into manageable chunks.

Encourage Self and Peer Assessment

Teach students how to use the rubric to evaluate their own writing and that
of their classmates. This practice builds critical thinking skills and
promotes a supportive classroom environment.

Provide Specific Feedback Aligned with the Rubric

When giving feedback, reference the rubric’s language. Instead of vague
comments like “needs work,” say, “Your ideas are clear, but try adding more
vivid word choice to make it more interesting.”



Digital Tools and Resources to Support the Six
Traits

In today’s tech-savvy classrooms, many digital tools incorporate the six
traits model, often with student friendly rubrics built in. These resources
can make the writing process interactive and engaging:

e Writing Apps: Platforms like Google Docs with comment features allow
teachers and peers to give trait-specific feedback.

e Rubric Generators: Online tools let educators customize student friendly
six traits rubrics tailored to grade levels or writing genres.

e Video Tutorials: Many educational websites offer videos explaining each
trait in easy-to-understand language, perfect for visual learners.

Using these tools can enhance understanding and make the writing journey more
dynamic.

Adapting the Rubric for Different Ages and
Writing Types

One of the strengths of the student friendly six traits rubric is its
flexibility. It can be adapted for various grade levels—from early elementary
to high school—and different writing forms, including narratives, essays,
reports, and creative writing.

For younger students, the rubric might focus on basic concepts like
“beginning, middle, end” or “using interesting words.” Older students can
handle more nuanced criteria, such as varying sentence structure or
developing a strong voice.

Additionally, rubrics can be tailored to specific writing tasks. For example,
a persuasive essay rubric might emphasize ideas and organization more
heavily, while a poetry rubric might highlight voice and word choice.

Encouraging a Growth Mindset Through the Six
Traits

When students view the six traits as skills to develop rather than fixed
standards, it fosters a growth mindset. Understanding that writing is a
process with clear areas to work on helps students embrace challenges and
persist through revisions.

The student friendly six traits rubric supports this mindset by breaking down
writing into manageable parts, allowing students to focus on improving one
aspect at a time. Celebrating progress in each trait encourages continual
effort and confidence.



The student friendly six traits rubric transforms the way writing is taught
and assessed by making expectations transparent and attainable. With its
clear, supportive language and structured yet flexible design, it invites
students into the writing process with curiosity and confidence. Whether used
for self-assessment, peer review, or teacher feedback, this rubric paves the
way for stronger, more expressive writing skills that last a lifetime.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a student friendly six traits rubric?

A student friendly six traits rubric is a simplified version of the
traditional Six Traits of Writing rubric, designed to help students easily
understand and assess their writing based on six key traits: Ideas,
Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions.

Why use a student friendly six traits rubric in the
classroom?

Using a student friendly six traits rubric helps students take ownership of
their writing by clearly understanding the criteria for success, promoting
self-assessment, and guiding revisions to improve their work.

What are the six traits included in the student
friendly rubric?

The six traits are Ideas (clarity and depth of content), Organization
(structure and flow), Voice (writer's personality and tone), Word Choice
(vocabulary and precision), Sentence Fluency (rhythm and flow of sentences),
and Conventions (grammar, spelling, punctuation).

How can teachers create a student friendly six traits
rubric?
Teachers can create a student friendly rubric by translating complex trait

definitions into simple language, providing examples for each trait, and
using a clear scoring scale that students can easily understand.

How does a student friendly six traits rubric improve
writing skills?
It improves writing skills by breaking down writing into manageable

components, allowing students to focus on specific areas for improvement and
understand what quality writing looks like.

Can a student friendly six traits rubric be used for
all grade levels?

Yes, a student friendly six traits rubric can be adapted for different grade
levels by adjusting the language complexity and expectations to match



students' developmental stages.

What is an example of student friendly language for
the trait 'Voice'?

An example might be: 'Your writing sounds like you. It shows your feelings
and makes the reader interested in what you have to say.'

How often should students use the six traits rubric
during writing assignments?

Students should use the rubric regularly, such as during planning, drafting,
revising, and peer review stages, to continuously reflect on and improve
their writing.

Are there digital tools available for the student
friendly six traits rubric?

Yes, many educational platforms and apps offer digital versions of the six
traits rubric that are interactive and easy for students to use for self-
assessment and feedback.

How can parents support their children using the
student friendly six traits rubric?

Parents can support by familiarizing themselves with the rubric language,
encouraging discussions about writing, and helping their children review
their work using the rubric criteria at home.

Additional Resources

Student Friendly Six Traits Rubric: Enhancing Writing Assessment for Learners

student friendly six traits rubric has emerged as a pivotal tool in
contemporary education, particularly in writing instruction. Designed to
simplify the traditional Six Traits Writing Model, this rubric adapts the
core elements into accessible language and clear criteria that resonate with
students of varying ages and abilities. Its overarching goal is to empower
learners by providing transparent, understandable feedback that fosters self-
assessment and growth in writing skills.

The original Six Traits Writing Model, developed by education experts, breaks
down writing into six key components: Ideas, Organization, Voice, Word
Choice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions. While comprehensive, the standard
rubric can sometimes feel dense or overly technical for students, especially
younger ones. The student friendly six traits rubric bridges this gap by
translating these components into kid-friendly terms and actionable
descriptors, making it easier for students to grasp what quality writing
entails.



Understanding the Student Friendly Six Traits
Rubric

At its core, the student friendly six traits rubric serves as both an
instructional and evaluative framework. Unlike traditional rubrics that might
overwhelm students with jargon, this version utilizes straightforward
language to describe expectations and scoring levels. For example, where the
original rubric might reference "sentence fluency," the student version might
prompt learners to consider if their sentences "sound smooth and easy to
read."”

This approach aligns with pedagogical research emphasizing the importance of
clarity and student agency in learning. When students understand the criteria
used to judge their work, they can better identify strengths and areas for
improvement. Moreover, this transparency nurtures a growth mindset,
encouraging learners to view writing as a skill that can be honed over time
rather than a fixed talent.

Key Features of the Student Friendly Six Traits
Rubric

The student friendly six traits rubric typically breaks down each trait into
three or four performance levels, ranging from emerging to proficient or
advanced. Each level comes with concise descriptors that highlight what a
student’s writing might look like at that stage. Some distinguishing features
include:

e Clear Language: Uses simple words and phrases that students can readily
understand.

e Examples and Prompts: Provides specific examples or guiding gquestions to
help students evaluate their own writing.

e Visual Aids: Often includes charts, icons, or color-coded scales to make
assessment more engaging and intuitive.

e Focus on Growth: Emphasizes progress and effort, which motivates
learners to revise and improve.

Such features make the rubric not only a grading tool but also a learning
aid. Teachers report that students using the student friendly rubric exhibit
increased confidence and a clearer sense of what quality writing entails.

Comparing Traditional and Student Friendly Six
Traits Rubrics

While both rubrics assess the same six traits, their presentation and
usability differ markedly. Traditional rubrics are often text-heavy, with
extensive criteria and academic language meant for educators’ use. In



contrast, the student friendly six traits rubric distills these criteria into
digestible chunks.

For instance, in evaluating "Voice," a traditional rubric might describe a
writer’s tone as “engaging and authentic,” while a student friendly rubric
might ask, “Does your writing sound like you? Is it interesting to read?”
This rephrasing invites students to reflect personally on their work, which
can be more meaningful and less intimidating.

Research comparing student outcomes has indicated that when learners engage
with rubrics tailored to their comprehension level, they demonstrate higher
self-assessment accuracy and improved writing revisions. However, some
educators caution that oversimplification could risk glossing over nuanced
aspects of writing, underscoring the need for balanced, well-crafted rubrics.

Implementing the Student Friendly Six Traits Rubric
in Classrooms

Effective integration of the student friendly six traits rubric involves
several best practices:

1. Introduce the Traits Gradually: Teachers should familiarize students
with each trait through examples and discussions before expecting self-
assessment.

2. Model Using the Rubric: Demonstrating how to apply the rubric to sample
texts helps clarify expectations.

3. Encourage Peer Review: Students can use the rubric to provide
constructive feedback to classmates, fostering collaborative learning.

4. Link to Writing Workshops: Using the rubric during writing workshops or
revision sessions ensures continuous, formative assessment.

Integrating technology can also enhance the rubric’s impact. Digital
platforms allow interactive rubric use, where students can click through
descriptors or receive instant feedback, further personalizing the learning
experience.

Advantages and Limitations of the Student
Friendly Six Traits Rubric

The adoption of a student friendly six traits rubric brings several
advantages to the educational landscape:

e Improved Student Understanding: Makes abstract writing concepts concrete
and accessible.

e Enhanced Motivation: Clear criteria reduce anxiety and promote ownership
of learning.



e Streamlined Teacher Feedback: Facilitates targeted comments aligned with
specific traits.

e Consistency in Assessment: Provides a shared language for teachers and
students alike.

Nevertheless, it is essential to acknowledge certain limitations. Some
educators note that younger or less proficient writers might still struggle
with self-assessment, despite the rubric’s simplicity. Additionally, the
rubric’s effectiveness depends heavily on teacher training and consistent
application. Without explicit instruction, students may misinterpret criteria
or focus disproportionately on certain traits.

Future Directions in Writing Assessment

As educational paradigms shift towards personalized learning, the role of
tools like the student friendly six traits rubric will likely expand.
Integrating multimedia elements, adaptive feedback, and alignment with
standardized assessments are areas of ongoing development. Moreover,
researchers continue to explore how culturally responsive adaptations of the
rubric can better serve diverse student populations.

In the broader context, the student friendly six traits rubric exemplifies a
move towards democratizing assessment — making evaluation a collaborative,
transparent process that centers student voice and agency. This evolution
marks a significant step forward in nurturing confident, competent writers
equipped to meet the demands of the 21lst-century literacy landscape.

Student Friendly Six Traits Rubric

student friendly six traits rubric: Scoring Rubrics in the Classroom Judith Arter, Jay McTighe,
2001 A practical guide to more effective assessment for improved student learning Learn how to be
more consistent in judging student performance, and help your students become more effective at
assessing their own learning! This book offers a practical approach to assessing challenging but
necessary performance tasks, like creative writing, real-world research projects, and cooperative
group activities. Judith Arter and Jay McTighe, experts in the field of assessment, wrote Scoring
Rubrics in the Classroom to help you achieve three main goals: Clarify the targets of instruction,
especially for hard-to-define problem solving Provide valid and reliable assessment of student
learning Improve student motivation and achievement by helping students understand the nature of
quality for performances and products Each chapter is framed by an essential question and includes
illustrative stories, practical examples, tips and cautions, and a summary of key points and
recommended resources for further information. The resources section contains a wealth of rubrics
to adopt or adapt. Teachers and administrators will find this an essential resource in increasing
teacher effectiveness and student performance.

student friendly six traits rubric: Brain-Friendly Strategies for Developing Student Writing
Skills Anne Hanson, 2008-10-14 Aligned with core principles of effective instruction, this resource
provides brain-compatible strategies, reflection questions, and cross-curricular writing activities to
boost students' writing and achievement.

student friendly six traits rubric: Empowering Students to Write and Re-write Warren



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/student-friendly-six-traits-rubric.pdf

Combs, 2013-09-05 Give your students the confidence to continuously improve their writing. In
Empowering Students to Write and Re-write: Standards-Based Strategies for Middle and High
School Teachers, author and educator Warren Combs provides teachers with detailed strategies and
lesson plans, along with real student writing samples. Review true-to-life scripts for conversations
between teachers and students, and use or create student-friendly response and final evaluation
forms. Also, learn a simple system for setting student expectations to help them reach curriculum
standards. Combs describes effective routines of formative self-assessment, and shows teachers how
to form a professional learning team with their colleagues using the 6-session professional learning
guide. Teachers will help their students: Self-assess their progress with accuracy Revise partial and
whole drafts Kindle their innate writing abilities Cultivate a mindset for revision “This book is
written in a teacher-friendly mannger and has practical strategies for the teaching of revision.”
--Cindi Rigsbee NC Teacher of the Year

student friendly six traits rubric: Optimize Your School Lyle Lee Jenkins, 2015-05-06 Lead
the change that you want to see in your school! Is your school or district heading in the right
direction? In this essential guide for leaders, Lee Jenkins shows how to unite and energize your team
as never before, while helping your students to love learning and crave achievement. A trusted
advisor to numerous districts, Jenkins knows how to successfully transform school culture - for the
long-term. Beginning with an introduction from scholar Michael Fullan, each chapter presents
compelling insights and strategies for leaders, addressing how to Evolve your leadership style to
guide, empower and serve Apply the principles of continuous strategic improvement as an antidote
to win/lose approaches to school accountability Develop a healthy, positive culture of achievement
by deeply engaging your students in their own progress and success Turn to this resource and
prepare to lead positive change, from the classroom to the staff room and beyond. This book creates
a whole picture approach to school improvement while shunning the current top down model in
favor of a school-led plan. The approach not only increases school performances, but values the
school-level leadership and instructional faculty. Amanda Mayeaux, Career Management Specialist
Iberville Parish Schools If your district is ready to move from arbitrary to observable, from fractured
to focused, and from silos to systems, you've found the book that can move entire organizations from
a goal mindset to a growth mindset. Lee Jenkins provides common-sense strategies that impact the
efficiency and effectiveness of our classrooms, with a clear focus on student growth. In an
educational era saturated with the latest remedy for what ails us, Lee provides a refreshing cure by
offering simple solutions for lasting change. Dr. Jane Stavem, Associate Superintendent for
Instruction Lincoln Public Schools, Lincoln, NE

student friendly six traits rubric: Resources for Student Assessment Peggy Kelly, M. G.
Kelly, Jon Haber, 2006 Detailed guidelines for creating and choosing reliable tests of technology
literacy for various grades, as well as case studies and best practices at the site, district, and state
levels.--School Library Journal

student friendly six traits rubric: Crafting Writers, K-6 Elizabeth Hale, 2008 How do we
teach elementary students to independently use the different elements of craft that are discussed
and taught in lessons? We begin by honoring the reality that terms like voice, sentence fluency, and
writing with detail are descriptions of where we want our students to be, not next steps on how to
reach those goals. In Crafting Writers, K-6 Elizabeth Hale shows us how to identify specific elements
of craft when assessing student work and planning instruction, and use them to teach students the
specific craft techniques that will move them forward as writers. Liz offers practical information that
teachers can use immediately in their classrooms. She also presents a concrete process for noticing
craft in writing so teachers can develop and plan craft lessons based on their students' writing.
Learning the techniques that make up good writing also allows teachers to see craft in many
different levels of writing, a skill that is particularly powerful when conferring with
below-grade-level writers. Additional chapters look closely at assessment and classroom
management practices like group conferring. Most of us know good writing when we read it, but
writing teachers need to know what makes it work. Filled with easy-to-use charts, and practical



lessons, Crafting Writers, K-6 provides clear insight into identifying and teaching the small elements
that make good writing successful.

student friendly six traits rubric: Teaching Writing in Middle and Secondary Schools Jim
Blasingame, John H. Bushman, 2005 Teaching Writing in Middle and Secondary Schools provides
research-based and standards-based strategies-as well as classroom-tested activities-all in one book.
Covering the core fundamentals of exemplary practices in the teaching of writing, this book
demonstrates writing processes and the use of rubrics, with authentic samples taken directly from
students' writing portfolios. Readers are also given valuable information on teaching grammar and
spelling, curriculum planning, service learning, and community and parental involvement-all through
the lens of teaching writing.

student friendly six traits rubric: Cultural Literacy for the Common Core Bonnie M. Davis,
2014-07-08 Build your cultural literacy while inspiring deep, thoughtful, unbiased thinking in
students. Discover a six-step framework for becoming culturally literate that complements the
Common Core and encourages students to be at the center of learning. Explore how to develop
teacher-student relationships, engage in collaborative conversations, and encourage feedback to
give voice to the increasingly diverse student body found in today’s classrooms

student friendly six traits rubric: How to Create and Use Rubrics for Formative
Assessment and Grading Susan M. Brookhart, 2013-01-11 What is a rubric? A rubric is a coherent
set of criteria for student work that describes levels of performance quality. Sounds simple enough,
right? Unfortunately, rubrics are commonly misunderstood and misused. The good news is that
when rubrics are created and used correctly, they are strong tools that support and enhance
classroom instruction and student learning. In this comprehensive guide, author Susan M. Brookhart
identifies two essential components of effective rubrics: (1) criteria that relate to the learning (not
the tasks) that students are being asked to demonstrate and (2) clear descriptions of performance
across a continuum of quality. She outlines the difference between various kinds of rubrics (for
example, general versus task-specific, and analytic versus holistic), explains when using each type of
rubric is appropriate, and highlights examples from all grade levels and assorted content areas. In
addition, Brookhart addresses * Common misconceptions about rubrics; * Important differences
between rubrics and other assessment tools such as checklists and rating scales, and when such
alternatives can be useful; and * How to use rubrics for formative assessment and grading, including
standards-based grading and report card grades. Intended for educators who are already familiar
with rubrics as well as those who are not, this book is a complete resource for writing effective
rubrics and for choosing wisely from among the many rubrics that are available on the Internet and
from other sources. And it makes the case that rubrics, when used appropriately, can improve
outcomes by helping teachers teach and helping students learn.

student friendly six traits rubric: Guiding Students Into Information Literacy Chris Carlson,
Ellen Brosnahan, 2009 Information Literacy takes readers systematically through the management
of a research activity, from conception to final product. Each chapter includes handouts that have
been used by the authors with actual research assignments, websites for further information, and a
bibliography of additional books that support the ideas in the chapter. An appendix with examples of
research papers that have been done by the authors' actual students is also included.

student friendly six traits rubric: Curriculum Design for Writing Instruction Kathy Tuchman
Glass, 2004-12-09 The author’s conversational style hooks and easily engages readers into the
four-step curriculum design process, well-sequenced array of design templates and lesson models,
synthesis of the six traits and writing process elements, and integration of history, social science,
and science content. Carl Zon, Standards and Assessment Consultant/Coach Connections,
Sunnyvale, CA This book effectively walks educators through the standards-based lesson design
process in a way that is clear, compelling, and achievable while simultaneously building content
knowledge and extending understanding. Ruth Goldhammer, Coordinator, Curriculum and Staff
Development San Mateo County Office of Education, CA Design innovative and engaging lessons and
units that produce measurable gains! This clever new resource takes the reader step-by-step




through the curriculum design process: from identifying national and local standards and translating
them into user-friendly language to crafting meaningful writing assignments and assessments that
effectively reveal student strengths and weaknesses. Rooted in the six-traits model of instruction and
assessment and illuminated by relevant classroom examples, Glass’s four-part process shows
teachers how to: Identify grade-level content standards for writing Create a teacher rubric with a
clear set of criteria for writing assessment Craft a student checklist that guides students through the
unit and prepares them for teacher expectations Design lessons that help students achieve success
Replete with tools, strategies, examples and reproducibles, Curriculum Design for Writing
Instruction is a valuable resource for any teacher who wants to boost student achievement in writing
for any subject and for any grade level!

student friendly six traits rubric: Ten Assessment Literacy Goals for School Leaders Stephen
Chappuis, Steve Chappuis, Susan M. Brookhart, Jan Chappuis, 2021-04-21 Of all school-related
factors that influence student learning, only classroom instruction has greater impact than
leadership. And leaders have the greatest impact when they set direction, citing that the goals and
purpose they provide serves to strengthen and solidify the faculty. The ten competencies for school
leaders described in this book are based on a few factors. First, standards-driven reform has created
new knowledge requirements and responsibilities for school leaders. In today's systems, sorting
students along a bell curve and artificially creating winners and losers has been replaced by a
mission that all students must learn well. Instead of a curriculum focused on what a teacher should
teach, the curriculum identifies what students must know and be able to do. These standards are
public, and communicate what a state or district values when it comes to student learning. Assessing
the standards day to day, not through large-scale accountability tests or even local short-cycle or
common assessments, is a requirement for effective standards-based reform. Second is the reward
of improved student learning brought about by the use of classroom assessment for learning.
Assessment for learning has implications not just for school leaders but also for broader educational
practice: The research is conclusive, and improved learning lies within the grasp of anyone wishing
to apply it. What does it look like when school leaders demonstrate mastery of the Ten Assessment
Competencies? Included in the book are examples, learning activities, and opportunities for practice
as well as success indicators for each competency as leaders work toward mastery--

student friendly six traits rubric: Getting the Most Out of Your Interactive Whiteboard
Amy Buttner, 2014-01-09 Put your interactive whiteboard to immediate use with confidence and
skill, and launch your classroom directly into the 21st-century! In this book, teacher and
SMART-Certified Trainer Amy Buttner provides clear, practical steps for making the most of your
interactive whiteboard, plus other multimedia tools and the web. You'll learn how to design your
own activities using SMART Notebook software, utilize the board for assessment purposes, connect
with online resources, and more. Use interactive whiteboards to enhance instruction and engage
your students in a media-rich setting. With these strategies, you’ll maximize this and other
revolutionary technologies, and ultimately help to raise classroom achievement.

student friendly six traits rubric: Reclaiming Assessment Chris W. Gallagher, 2007 No Child
Left Behind and accountability programs generally operate via assessment-driven instruction
causing a de-professionalization of teachers and a disengagement of students. Chris Gallagher offers
us an alternative: instruction-driven assessment with teachers as the primary assessment
instrument. It looks like a way to restore teachers as professionals and to restore students as
engaged learners . . . and it looks doable. - Gerald W. Bracey, author of Reading Educational
Research: How to Avoid Getting Statistically Snookered This is the most engaging, exciting, and
useful book on assessment I have read in a long time. Chris Gallagher draws on the rich experiences
of Nebraska educators to show why and how that state's teachers are leading a profoundly
important assessment revolution. - Monty Neill, Executive Director, FairTest (National Center for
Fair & Open Testing) Reclaiming Assessment details a more humane, more educationally sound way
to conduct assessments than what is called for in national and state test-based accountability
policies. It examines how Nebraska rejected harmful, high-stakes testing in favor of



teacher-designed assessments through a groundbreaking local-control assessment system.
Presenting vital conceptual details and practical information for any state, district, or school
committed to finding something better for their students than filling ovals, Chris Gallagher focuses
in on what makes Nebraska's plan work and how it can transform and has transformed classrooms
and policies. In particular he homes in on four key aspects of successful teacher-led assessment:
engaging teachers by reinvesting them with classroom- and curricular-level decision-making power
engaging students through meaningful classroom assessment engaging colleagues through a new,
energizing model of professional development engaging parents and other community members
through school-community projects. In each instance, Gallagher combines lessons from Nebraska's
school-improvement program with portraits of practice, vignettes written by Nebraska educators
that give a close-up look at how the state's assessment system works, why it works, the settings in
which it's making a difference, and the leadership styles that match its goals best. Both a challenge
to educators to take back assessment from politicized, top-level bureaucrats and a call to create a
new agenda for contemporary education, Reclaiming Assessment is an ideal starting point for your
efforts to return to student-centered, not test-centered assessment. Put your trust in educators'
abilities to observe and know their students, then read Reclaiming Assessment, adopt an assessment
model that's already succeeding in hundreds of schools, and start improving how your students are
assessed today.

student friendly six traits rubric: Great Performances Larry Lewin, Betty Jean Shoemaker,
2011 The authors share what they've learned about developing and assessing powerful performance
tasks, ranging from short and specific to lengthy and substantive.

student friendly six traits rubric: Literacy Teacher Education Deborah G. Litt, Susan D.
Martin, Nancy A. Place, 2014-11-27 Few resources exist to give literacy teacher educators a
comprehensive view of effective, innovative practices in their field, making this uniquely practical
volume an important addition to the literature. Each chapter describes research findings and
pedagogical methods, with an emphasis on what teachers really need to know to succeed. Woven
into the text are more than 30 detailed activities and assignments to support teacher development,
written by outstanding teacher educators. Links to professional teaching standards and the Common
Core State Standards are highlighted throughout. Supplemental materials, including forms,
checklists, and handouts, can be downloaded and printed in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size.

student friendly six traits rubric: Writing Strategies for Talent Development Jennifer
Gottschalk, 2021-04-21 Writing Strategies for Talent Development helps educators incorporate
effective and engaging writing strategies into their classroom that are designed to reach struggling
and gifted students alike. This guide demonstrates how teachers can provide the means to write
(with appropriate tools and classroom structures), the motivation to write (through engaging
genre-based lessons), and the opportunity to write more frequently across multiple subjects.
Covering genres from fantasy, crime, and humor, to horror, non-fiction, and even romance, this book
provides the tools to support every writer in the room.

student friendly six traits rubric: Data Driven Differentiation in the Standards-Based
Classroom Gayle H. Gregory, Lin Kuzmich, 2014-05-22 Collect the data you need to reach every
student! Veteran educators Gregory and Kuzmich provide user-friendly techniques for
data-gathering, helping you to differentiate instruction. This informative book is now fully updated to
support the Common Core and other key standards, and includes: Step-by-step guidance on
gathering data to improve classroom dynamics, pinpoint student learning styles, adjust lessons for
different learners, and inform diagnostic teaching and assessment Techniques for using data to
refresh and strengthen curriculum, including numerous unit and lesson plans fully linked with the
Common Core A wealth of templates for fast and simple data collection Updated differentiation
strategies for the Common Core and other key standards, including the Career and College
Readiness Standards and the Standards of Mathematical Practice

student friendly six traits rubric: Teaching Language and Literacy James F. Christie, Carol
Vukelich, Billie Enz, 2007 “This text does an exemplary job of presenting current early literacy



research and methods in a manner that can be understood and respected. Also, its emphasis upon
workshop-based instruction is very appealing to me as a long-time advocate for this approach to
literacy.” -Scott A. L. Beck, Georgia Southern University The third edition of Teaching Language and
Literacy: Preschool Through the Elementary Grades integrates a constructivist/emergent literacy
perspective with science-based instructional practices. This unique focus on theories and techniques
that have proven to be successful helps pre-service and in-service teachers translate principles into
classroom practice. Perfect for any course with a focus on language, the book covers the
development and teaching of both oral and written language in preschool through elementary
grades. Its emphasis on diversity includes special features that describe how teachers can adjust
instruction to meet the needs of second-language and bilingual learners. In addition, the third
edition focuses on scientifically-based reading research (SBRR) throughout, blending these findings
with other perspectives in a “value added” approach to language and literacy teaching and learning.
New features include: ¢ *Emphasis on a blended approach to language and literacy instruction,
including both authentic learning linked to activities and developmentally-appropriate teaching.
* Activities such as “Linking Knowledge to Practice” help students connect theory to practices they
observe in preschool and kindergarten classrooms. *In-depth coverage of new federal and state
literacy initiatives, standardized literacy assessments, and latest practices in ongoing literacy
assessment.

student friendly six traits rubric: No More "How Long Does it Have to Be?" Jennifer
Jacobson, 2023-10-10 In No More How Long Does it Have to Be?: Fostering Independent Writers in
Grades 3-8, author Jennifer Jacobson provides the inspiration and tools to shift from a
teacher-directed writing program to a student-propelled workshop model. Drawing on a wealth of
Writer's Workshop experience in upper elementary and middle school classrooms, Jacobson provides
strategies to help you engage and support writers as they discover their voices and take charge of
their own learning. Jacobson shares tips on how to establish the spaces, routines, and tone to run a
highly productive writing time: Building classroom spaces conducive to practicing thoughtful,
engaging writing Rolling out a streamlined sequence of varied writing activities Leading creative
explorations of mentor texts Integrating the riches of mini-lessons, conferring, sharing, and
publishing Building a workshop curriculum that aligns with your goals and rubrics As she clarifies
misconceptions about writing and workshops, she serves up an immensely readable blend of
activities, anecdotes, and advice that will energize and inspire your students.
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