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Social Construction of Race Definition Sociology: Understanding Race Beyond
Biology

social construction of race definition sociology is a foundational concept in
understanding how societies perceive, categorize, and interact with human
differences. Unlike the outdated notion that race is a fixed biological fact,
sociology teaches us that race is a social construct—an idea shaped by
historical, cultural, and political contexts rather than by inherent genetic
distinctions. This perspective not only challenges simplistic views but also
opens up a deeper understanding of the profound impact race has on social
identity, power relations, and systemic inequalities.

What Does Social Construction of Race Mean in
Sociology?

In sociology, the social construction of race refers to the way societies
create and assign meaning to perceived physical differences among people.
These differences, often based on skin color, facial features, or hair
texture, become the basis for categorizing individuals into distinct racial
groups. However, these categories are not rooted in clear scientific or
biological boundaries. Instead, they emerge from social processes influenced
by historical events, economic interests, and political agendas.

This means that race, rather than being an objective reality, is a product of
social beliefs and practices that change over time and vary across cultures.
For instance, what counts as “white” or “black” in one society might differ
significantly in another. The social constructionist view focuses on how
these racial categories are created, maintained, and used to justify unequal
treatment or discrimination.

The Difference Between Race as Biology and Race as a
Social Construct

Many people instinctively link race to genetics or biology, assuming that
racial groups possess distinct genetic traits that determine behavior or
intelligence. Sociologists argue against this biological determinism,
emphasizing that human genetic variation does not neatly align with racial
categories. In fact, genetic differences within so-called racial groups often
exceed those between groups.

Instead, sociology highlights that the meanings attached to race arise from
social interactions and institutional practices. For example, laws that
enforced segregation in the United States or apartheid in South Africa
institutionalized racial categories and inequalities, demonstrating that race
is deeply embedded in social structures rather than biology.



Historical Context: How Race Became a Social
Construct

Colonialism and the Birth of Racial Categories

The roots of the social construction of race can be traced back to European
colonialism. As Europeans expanded their empires, they encountered diverse
populations and sought to justify domination and exploitation. Creating
racial hierarchies allowed colonizers to rationalize unequal treatment,
slavery, and land seizure by portraying colonized peoples as inferior or
“other.”

This historical process shows how race categories were invented and
institutionalized to serve specific power dynamics. The so-called “scientific
racism” of the 18th and 19th centuries, which falsely claimed to find
biological differences between races, was part of this broader agenda to
legitimize colonial rule and social stratification.

Race and Racism in Modern Societies

Although overt colonialism has largely ended, the legacy of racial
categorization persists. Modern societies continue to grapple with racial
identities shaped by history, law, and culture. The social construction of
race also explains why racial discrimination and systemic racism remain
pervasive, even in the absence of explicit biological beliefs.

Understanding race as a social construct helps explain how racism operates
not just through personal prejudice but through institutional processes—such
as housing policies, education systems, and criminal justice—that
disproportionately affect certain racial groups.

Key Concepts Related to Social Construction of
Race in Sociology

Racialization

Racialization is the process by which societies assign racial identities to
groups or individuals, often in ways that affect their social status or
treatment. This process can occur based on physical appearance, cultural
practices, or perceived ancestry. Importantly, racialization is fluid and can
change depending on social and political contexts.

For example, immigrant groups in the United States, such as Irish or Italians
in the early 20th century, were once racialized differently than they are
today. This illustrates how social meanings of race evolve over time.



Intersectionality

Intersectionality is a concept that helps us understand how race intersects
with other social categories like class, gender, and sexuality. It recognizes
that individuals experience multiple, overlapping forms of discrimination or
privilege. When discussing the social construction of race, intersectionality
reminds us that race cannot be isolated from other identity markers.

Incorporating intersectionality into the analysis offers a richer picture of
how race shapes people’s lived experiences and social realities.

Ethnicity vs. Race

While often used interchangeably, ethnicity and race are different concepts.
Ethnicity refers to shared cultural traits, such as language, religion, or
traditions, while race is typically linked to perceived physical differences.
Sociology clarifies that both ethnicity and race are socially constructed,
but ethnicity tends to emphasize cultural identity over physical
characteristics.

This distinction is important because it highlights the complex ways people
identify themselves and others beyond simplistic racial categories.

Why Understanding the Social Construction of
Race Matters

Recognizing race as a social construct has profound implications for
addressing racism and inequality. It challenges the false notion that racial
categories reflect natural divisions, thereby undermining racist ideologies
that claim inherent superiority or inferiority.

Moreover, this understanding encourages a critical examination of how social
institutions reinforce racial boundaries and disparities. For example,
educational achievement gaps or health disparities often have roots in
social, economic, and political factors linked to race rather than any
biological predisposition.

Promoting Social Justice and Equity

When policymakers, educators, and activists embrace the social
constructionist view, they can design interventions that target systemic
issues rather than blaming individuals. Efforts to dismantle structural
racism benefit from acknowledging that race is not fixed but shaped by social
forces that can be transformed.

This perspective also fosters empathy by revealing that racial identities are
not inherent traits but experiences shaped by society—encouraging solidarity
and inclusive approaches to social change.



Tips for Engaging in Conversations About Race

- **Listen and learn:** Understand that race is complex and shaped by history
and society. Be open to diverse perspectives.
- **Avoid biological determinism:** Challenge assumptions that link race to
genetics or fixed traits.
- **Recognize systemic factors:** Acknowledge how institutions and policies
contribute to racial inequalities.
- **Use inclusive language:** Be mindful of how racial terms and categories
are used, respecting individuals’ self-identifications.
- **Reflect on your own biases:** Everyone has implicit biases shaped by
socialization; awareness is the first step to change.

The Role of Sociology in Shaping Our
Understanding of Race

Sociology provides tools and frameworks to analyze how race functions in
society beyond surface-level appearances. Through research and theory,
sociologists reveal the mechanisms by which racial meanings are constructed,
perpetuated, and challenged.

By studying social construction of race definition sociology, we gain insight
into the persistent nature of racial categories and their impact on social
life. This knowledge empowers individuals and institutions to question
assumptions, confront prejudices, and work toward more equitable societies.

In essence, sociology invites us to see race not as a static fact but as a
dynamic social phenomenon—one that reflects who we are as a society and how
we choose to organize ourselves.

---

Exploring the social construction of race helps us appreciate the complexity
behind everyday experiences and societal structures. It reminds us that by
changing the stories we tell about race, we have the power to reshape social
realities and create a world that values diversity, justice, and human
dignity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the social construction of race in sociology?

In sociology, the social construction of race refers to the idea that racial
categories are created and maintained through social processes and
interactions, rather than being based on inherent biological differences.

How does sociology define race as a social construct?

Sociology defines race as a social construct by emphasizing that racial
identities and meanings are shaped by historical, cultural, and political
contexts, and that race has no fixed or scientific basis but is instead
produced through social practices.



Why is the concept of race considered a social
construct rather than a biological fact?

Race is considered a social construct because scientific research shows that
there is more genetic variation within so-called racial groups than between
them, indicating that racial categories are not rooted in biology but are
created and given meaning by societies.

How does the social construction of race impact
social inequalities?

The social construction of race impacts social inequalities by creating and
reinforcing hierarchical classifications that affect access to resources,
opportunities, and rights, leading to systemic discrimination and social
stratification based on perceived racial differences.

Can the social construction of race change over time
according to sociology?

Yes, according to sociology, the social construction of race can and does
change over time as societal norms, power dynamics, and cultural
understandings evolve, resulting in shifts in how racial groups are defined
and treated.

Additional Resources
**Understanding the Social Construction of Race: Definition and Implications
in Sociology**

social construction of race definition sociology serves as a pivotal concept
in understanding how societies interpret and assign meaning to human
differences. Unlike biological determinism, which views race as a fixed,
inherent characteristic based on physical attributes, the sociological
perspective emphasizes that race is a product of social processes, historical
contexts, and institutional practices. This article explores the complexities
behind the social construction of race, its implications within sociological
theory, and the ways it influences social dynamics and power structures.

The Social Construction of Race: A Sociological
Framework

At its core, the social construction of race in sociology refers to the idea
that race is not a natural or scientifically grounded category but rather a
classification created and maintained through social interactions and
cultural norms. This perspective challenges traditional notions that
categorize people strictly based on genetic or phenotypic differences.
Instead, sociologists argue that race is shaped by the meanings societies
assign to physical characteristics such as skin color, facial features, and
hair texture.

The term "social construct" implies that race exists because society agrees
on its significance. This consensus is reinforced through language, media,



laws, and everyday social practices, which collectively produce racial
categories and hierarchies. The consequences of these constructed categories
are tangible, influencing access to resources, representation, and social
status.

Historical Context and Evolution of Racial Constructs

The social constructionist view of race gained prominence in the mid-20th
century, particularly after the atrocities of World War II and the civil
rights movements exposed the dangers and fallacies of racial essentialism.
Historically, European colonialism and imperialism played instrumental roles
in shaping modern racial categories. Colonizers used race as a justification
for exploitation, slavery, and segregation, embedding racial distinctions
deeply into legal, economic, and social systems.

For example, the "one-drop rule" in the United States legally defined
individuals with any African ancestry as Black, illustrating how race was
codified to sustain segregation and inequality. Over time, these socially
constructed racial boundaries became normalized, even though they lacked
biological validity.

Key Features of the Social Construction of Race

Understanding the social construction of race requires dissecting its
fundamental characteristics in the sociological context:

Context-Dependence: Racial categories vary across cultures and
historical periods. What counts as a racial group in one society may be
different in another. For instance, the concept of "whiteness" has
shifted over centuries in the U.S., with groups like Irish and Italians
once excluded.

Fluidity: Racial identities are not fixed and can change over time
depending on social, political, and economic circumstances. Individuals
might experience shifts in racial categorization based on shifting
policies or self-identification.

Power Dynamics: Race as a social construct often serves to maintain
power imbalances. Dominant groups define racial categories in ways that
justify unequal treatment and social stratification.

Institutionalization: Race is embedded in institutional practices such
as education, housing, employment, and the criminal justice system,
perpetuating systemic inequalities.

Social Construction of Race and Identity Formation

Race is not only a category imposed by society but also a critical element of
individual and collective identity. Sociologists study how people internalize
racial categories and how these identities influence their social



experiences. The process of racial identity formation highlights the
interplay between societal definitions and personal agency.

For example, mixed-race individuals often navigate complex social terrains
where racial identity is both imposed and self-constructed. Their experiences
reveal the limitations of rigid racial categories and underscore the
constructed nature of race.

Implications for Social Inequality and Policy

Recognizing race as a social construct has profound implications for
addressing racial inequality. By understanding that racial disparities arise
from social and institutional forces rather than inherent differences,
policymakers and activists can focus on dismantling discriminatory structures
rather than attempting to "fix" supposed biological deficits.

Sociological research has demonstrated that racial inequality manifests
through disparities in:

Education access and quality

Employment opportunities and wages

Health outcomes and healthcare availability

Criminal justice treatment and incarceration rates

These disparities are products of systemic racism—an outcome of constructed
racial categories and the unequal distribution of power and resources.

Contrasting Biological and Social Perspectives on
Race

It is important to contrast the social constructionist view with biological
determinism to clarify misconceptions. While genetics can explain individual
variations, there is no scientific basis for dividing humans into discrete
biological races. Genetic diversity within so-called racial groups often
exceeds that between groups.

The social constructionist perspective emphasizes that race is a social
reality with real-world consequences, even if it lacks biological grounding.
This distinction is critical for combating racism and fostering inclusive
social policies.

The Role of Sociology in Unpacking Race

Sociologists employ various methodological approaches to study the social
construction of race, including ethnography, historical analysis, and
quantitative research. These methods help uncover how race is produced and



reproduced in different social contexts.

For instance, studies on racial profiling reveal how law enforcement
practices are influenced by constructed racial stereotypes. Similarly,
research into media representation shows how racialized narratives shape
public perceptions and reinforce social hierarchies.

By continuously interrogating the social construction of race, sociology
contributes to a deeper understanding of social relations, promotes critical
awareness, and supports efforts toward social justice.

The ongoing discourse on the social construction of race in sociology
underscores the dynamic, evolving nature of racial categories and their
pervasive impact on society. It challenges scholars, policymakers, and
individuals alike to reconsider assumptions about race and to recognize the
power of social contexts in shaping human experience.

Social Construction Of Race Definition Sociology

  social construction of race definition sociology: Race as a social construct Oliver Tumbo,
2018-06-05 Essay from the year 2016 in the subject Sociology - Individual, Groups, Society, grade:
8.9, , course: Sociology, language: English, abstract: As many social anthropologists have observed,
daily human lives have been defined by race irrespective of whether they agree with the analogy or
not. The world is seen through the lens of African, Arab, Caucasian, Mexican or other tags that daily
inundate our televisions. How we label others is very critical on how important decisions are made
concerning their lives. The lenses through which we define others determine who to hire, who gets
the supervisory role, which gets the menial jobs and defines who lives in which neighborhood.
Human beings deny it all the time but with demonstrations in the United States cities tagged along
the lines of “black lives matter,” the social construct of race has not left human beings.
  social construction of race definition sociology: Sociology, Race, and Ethnicity Harry H.
Bash, 1979 Presenting an analysis of American assimilation theory Bash attempts to dissect the
concept and what it has come to mean in the United States. After tracing the natural history of the
assimilation notion and later its theoretical elaboration, he explores far more theoretical linkages by
way of concept formation and theory construction in the area of racial and ethnic group relations.
  social construction of race definition sociology: A Contemporary Introduction to Sociology
Jeffrey Alexander, Jeffrey C. Alexander, Kenneth Thompson, Laura Desfor Edles, Moshoula
Capous-Desyllas, 2023-07-28 The influential authors significantly update their popular introductory
text that invites students to reflect on their lives in the context of the combustible leap from modern
to postmodern life. The authors show how culture is central to understanding many world problems
as they challenge readers to confront the problems and possibilities of an era in which the futures of
the physical and social environments seem uncertain. As culture rapidly changes in the 21st century,
the authors have successfully incorporated these nuances with many important updates on race and
racism, Black Lives Matter, the rise of populist politics, ISIS, new social media, feminist perspectives
on sex work, trans and non-gender conforming identities, and more. New to this edition: New data,
text box examples, photos, exercises, study questions, and glossary terms appear throughout. New
discussions added of arts-based and participatory approaches to research, historical changes in the
perception of deviance, legalization of marijuana; Islam vs. secularism in France, new forms of
socialization, heteronormative and essentialist language related to sex and gender, intersections of
social class and other identities, the prison industrial complex, informal sharing economies, atheism,
and more. New text boxes include: Young Saudis Find Freedom in their Phones; How One Stupid
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Tweet Blew Up Justine Sacco’s Life; School-to-Prison Pipeline; India’s Reproductive Assembly Line;
Workers Feel Pain of Layoffs; Like Prohibition, the fight over guns is about something else; and
Micro-aggression and Changing Moral Cultures.
  social construction of race definition sociology: An Introduction to W. E. B. Du Bois
Kalasia S. Ojeh, Earl Wright II, 2024-02-29 An Introduction to W. E. B. Du Bois examines the
historical contributions to social science and the continuing relevance of the work of W. E. B. Du
Bois in an accessible manner. The first volume of its kind, it places the theories of Du Bois in
context, showing how the socio‐racial environment in which he grew up and came of age influenced
the development of his thought. In addition to covering well‐known concepts such as double
consciousness, the veil, and religious fatalism, the authors discuss Du Bois’ uncoined theories
emanating from the Atlanta University Studies, as well as his contributions to the development of
Black sociology and research methodology. A groundbreaking contextualization and summary of the
importance of Du Bois’ work to sociology and sociological theory, this book constitutes a
much‐needed resource for scholars and students seeking to understand this scholar’s significance to
the social sciences beyond the elementary level.
  social construction of race definition sociology: An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion
Inger Furseth, Pål Repstad, 2017-03-02 Is it true that religion is weakening in modern times, or are
we facing religious resurgence? What is fundamentalism? How does it emerge and grow? What role
does religion play in ethnic and national conflicts? Is religion a fundamental driving force or do
political leaders use religion for their own purposes? Do all religions oppress women? These are
some of the questions addressed in this book. An Introduction to the Sociology of Religion provides
an overview of sociological theories of contemporary religious life. Some chapters are organized
according to topic. Others offer brief presentations of classical and contemporary sociologists from
Karl Marx to Zygmunt Bauman and their perspectives on social life, including religion. Throughout
the book, illustrations and examples are taken from several religious traditions.
  social construction of race definition sociology: The Social Construction of Race and
Ethnicity in the United States Prince Brown, 1998 This groundbreaking collection of classic and
cutting edge sociological research gives special attention to the social construction of race and
ethnicity in the United States. It offers an in-depth and eye-opening analysis of (a) the power of
racial classification to shape our understanding of race and race relations, (b) the way in which the
system came into being and remains, and (c) the real consequences this system has on life chances.
The readings deal with five major themes: the personal experience of classification schemes;
classifying people by race; ethnic classification; the persistence, functions, and consequences of
social classification; and a new paradigm: transcending categories. For individuals who want to gain
a fuller understanding of the impact the ideas of race has on a society that is consumed by it.
  social construction of race definition sociology: Discover Sociology Daina S. Eglitis, William
J. Chambliss, Susan L. Wortmann, 2021-07-04 What key social forces construct and transform our
lives as individuals and as members of society? How does our social world shape us? How do we
shape our world? Discover Sociology answers these questions as it explores sociology as a discipline
of curious and scientific minds. The text is structured around several themes, particularly the
unequal distribution of power and authority in all aspects of social life. Going beyond theory and
concepts, the authors also demonstrate how studying sociology produces more engaged citizens and
opens up a diversity of career paths. This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning
package.
  social construction of race definition sociology: Race, Class, and the State in
Contemporary Sociology Jack Niemonen, 2002 Situating Wilson's work on race and class in the
overall contexts of sociology and radical politics, this book considers the contribution of, and the
debate surrounding, each of his major works--including The Declining Significance of Race, The
Truly Disadvantaged, and When Work Disappears. The crucial place of segregation in the critiques
of Wilson's theory is emphasized, and the role of the state is considered. Annotation copyrighted by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR



  social construction of race definition sociology: Encyclopedia of Race, Ethnicity, and
Society Richard T. Schaefer, 2008-03-20 This encyclopedia offers a comprehensive look at the roles
race and ethnicity play in society and in our daily lives. Over 100 racial and ethnic groups are
described, with additional thematic essays offering insight into broad topics that cut across group
boundaries and which impact on society.
  social construction of race definition sociology: 21st Century Sociology: A Reference
Handbook Clifton D. Bryant, Dennis L. Peck, 2007 Publisher Description
  social construction of race definition sociology: Sociology: The Key Concepts John Scott,
2006-09-27 An essential A-Z guide to the full range of sociological thought, Sociology: The Key
Concepts is an important addition to the established and successful Key Concepts series. Fully
cross-referenced with an extensive glossary, this accessible text also includes: alphabetical listings
of key concepts for ease of use suggestions for further reading to enhance understanding of areas
covered entries on ‘traditionalism’ ‘race and racialization’ and ‘modernity’. Bringing together an
international range of highly regarded contributors from the full spectrum of disciplines, this useful
reference guide is the ideal resource for those studying or interested in this popular area.
  social construction of race definition sociology: Routledge Handbook of the Sociology of
Sport Richard Giulianotti, 2015-07-24 The sociology of sport is a core discipline within the academic
study of sport. It helps us to understand what sport is and why it matters. Sociological knowledge,
implicit or explicit, therefore underpins scholarly enquiry into sport in every aspect. The Routledge
Handbook of the Sociology of Sport is a landmark publication that brings together the most
important themes, theories and issues within the sociology of sport, tracing the contours of the
discipline and surveying the state-of-the-art. Part One explores the main theories and analytical
approaches that define contemporary sport sociology and introduces the most important
methodological issues confronting researchers working in the social scientific study of sport. Part
Two examines the connections and divisions between sociology and cognate disciplines within sport
studies, including history, anthropology, economics, leisure and tourism studies, philosophy, politics
and psychology. Part Three investigates how the most important social divisions within sport, and in
wider society, are addressed in sport sociology, including ‘race‘, gender, class, sexuality and
disability. Part Four explores a wide range of pressing contemporary issues associated with sport,
including sport and the body, social problems associated with sport, sport places and settings, and
the global aspects of sport. Written by a team of leading international sport scholars, including many
of the most well-known, respected and innovative thinkers working in the discipline, the Routledge
Handbook of the Sociology of Sport is an essential reference for any student, researcher or
professional with an interest in sport.
  social construction of race definition sociology: A Dictionary of Sociology John Scott,
2014 Coverage is extensive, and includes terms from the related fields of psychology, economics,
anthropology, philosophy and political science. -- Provided by publisher.
  social construction of race definition sociology: Key Concepts in Sociology Peter Braham,
2013-02-01 A glossary of key concepts was just the sort of thing I needed when I was a sociology
student. Peter Braham has written a lively, comprehensive guide to the most important concepts in
our discipline. It will become an essential student resource. - David Silverman, Goldsmith′s and
King′s College, University of London A triumphant tour de force... will be a useful, even essential tool
for students and faculty. It is actually fascinating reading even for non-sociologists since these ideas
impact all of us all the time. - Anthony Synnott, Concordia University in Montreal A crisp and
comprehensive guide to the discipline. The thirty-eight entries, covering history, substance and
evaluation, thereby describe both conventional and new topics that define the syllabus of modern
sociology. A valuable guide to both teachers and students. - Bryan S. Turner, Presidential Professor
of Sociology, CUNY USA Sociology consists of a myriad of frequently confusing concepts. Key
Concepts in Sociology provides a comprehensive, lively and clearly-written guide to the most
important concepts in the subject. It includes both what might be regarded as ′classic′ sociological
concepts, such as ′class′, ′bureaucracy′ and ′community′, as well as subjects that have become



increasingly prominent in recent times, such as ′celebrity′, ′risk′ and ′the body′. Each of the
thirty-eight substantive entries: defines the concept provides a clear and compelling narrative
clarifies the main debates, perspectives and disagreements gives advice on further reading Key
Concepts in Sociology should be the first choice for sociology students at all levels of learning.
  social construction of race definition sociology: Discover Sociology: Core Concepts
Daina S. Eglitis, William J. Chambliss, 2019-11-08 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations
Award—enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA
pre-conference teaching and learning workshop. Discover Sociology: Core Concepts explores
sociology as a discipline of curious minds, with the theoretical, conceptual, and empirical tools
needed to understand, analyze, and even change the world. It is adapted from Discover Sociology,
Fourth Edition and offers in-depth coverage of 12 high-priority topics that are at the core of almost
all introductory sociology courses. The Second Edition of Core Concepts maintains its
reader-friendly narrative and the hallmark themes of the parent book, including the unequal
distribution of power in society (Inequality Matters), the sociological imagination (Private Lives,
Public Issues), career skills (What Can I Do With a Sociology Degree?) and civil discourse (Discover
and Debate). In response to reader’s requests, this edition features expanded coverage of issues
such as intersectionality, popular culture, and changes in the contemporary population of college
students in the U.S. Additionally, updated social indicators bring in the latest data available from the
U.S. Census Bureau, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
and the Pew Research Center, among others, to ensure that discussions and figures remain timely.
This title is accompanied by a complete teaching and learning package. Digital Option / Courseware
SAGE Vantage is an intuitive digital platform that delivers this text’s content and course materials in
a learning experience that offers auto-graded assignments and interactive multimedia tools, all
carefully designed to ignite student engagement and drive critical thinking. Built with you and your
students in mind, it offers simple course set-up and enables students to better prepare for class.
Assignable Video with Assessment Assignable video (available with SAGE Vantage) is tied to
learning objectives and curated exclusively for this text to bring concepts to life. LMS Cartridge
(formerly known as SAGE Coursepacks): Import this title’s instructor resources into your school’s
learning management system (LMS) and save time. Don’t use an LMS? You can still access all of the
same online resources for this title via the password-protected Instructor Resource Site. SAGE
Lecture Spark: Designed to save you time and ignite student engagement, these free weekly lecture
launchers focus on current event topics tied to key concepts in Sociology.
  social construction of race definition sociology: Sociology for the Twenty-first Century
Janet L. Abu-Lughod, 1999 These original essays by eminent sociologists probe issues of central
importance to North American societies in the twenty-first century. The chapters in part 1 revise
theory and methods to comprehend the economic and political institutions that increasingly
dominate the lives of individuals and groups, arguing that these giants must be made more
democratically accountable. Part 2 explores the social effects that growing globalization,
transnationalization, and information technologies are having on politics, economics, and the
environment. The final chapters compare how new immigrants from increasingly diversified
backgrounds are being absorbed in Canada and the United States, exploring the impact that
immigrants are having on preexisting ethnic minorities and on the dominant political culture. While
it is a major attempt to refocus the discipline of sociology, the book's clear, nontechnical style and its
attention to issues of central concern to all citizens make it also highly accessible to nonspecialists.
Contributors are Janet L. Abu-Lughod, Tomas Almaguer, Giovanni Arrighi, Gilles Bourque, Randall
Collins, Jules Duchastel, Joe Feagin, Harriet Friedmann, Pierre Hamel, Moon-Kie Jung, Joel Levine,
Henri Lustiger-Thaler, Louis Maheu, Joel Perlmann, Saskia Sassen, Gideon Sjoberg, Dorothy Smith,
Roger Waldinger, and Barry Wellman.
  social construction of race definition sociology: Sociological Theories of Health and Illness
William C Cockerham, 2020-07-09 Sociological Theories of Health and Illness reviews the evolution
of theory in medical sociology beginning with the field’s origins in medicine and extending to its



present-day standing as a major sociological subdiscipline. Sociological theory has an especially
important role in the practice of medical sociology because its theories distinguish the subdiscipline
from virtually all other scientific fields engaged in the study of health and illness. The focus is on
contemporary theory because it applies to contemporary conditions; however, since theory in
sociology is often grounded in historical precedents and classical foundations, this material is
likewise included as it relates to medical sociology today. This book focuses on the most commonly
used sociological theories in the study of health and illness, illustrating their utility in current
examples of empirical research on a wide range of topics. The qualitative or quantitative research
methods applicable to specific theories are also covered. Distinctions between macro and micro-level
levels of analysis and the relevance of the agency-structure dichotomy inherent in all theories in
sociology are discussed. Beginning with classical theory (Durkheim, Weber, and Marx) and the
neglected founders (Gilman, Martineau, and DuBois), along with symbolic interaction (Mead,
Strauss) and labeling theory (Becker), and poststructuralism and postmodernism (Foucault),
coverage is extended to contemporary medical sociology. Discussion of the stress process model
(Pearlin) is followed by the social construction of gender and race and intersectionality theory
(Collins), health lifestyle theory (Cockerham), life course theory (Elder), fundamental cause theory
(Link and Phelan), and theories of the medical profession (Freidson), medicalization and
biomedicalization (Conrad, Clarke), and social capital (Bourdieu, Putnam, and Lin).
  social construction of race definition sociology: Race in Society Margaret L. Andersen,
2021-03-12 Comprehensive yet concise, Margaret Andersen’s Race in Society, Second Edition is a
topical introduction to race and ethnicity organized around four key questions: What does the idea of
race mean and where does it come from? What are the consequences of the social construction of
race? How is racial inequality structured into social institutions? What are different policies and
approaches for change toward racial justice? In her accessible, student-friendly style, Andersen
introduces readers to the current scholarship on race, including recent studies conducted during the
COVID-19 pandemic and the protests following the murder of George Floyd. New to this edition:
New coverage of the effects of COVID-19 included throughout the book, including its impact on
anti-Asian racism, violent crime, racial disparities in health care, and people of color in low wage
service jobsExpanded discussion of immigration, including US politics about immigration and
national borders displays the connection between immigration and racializationUpdated discussion
of policing, police violence, and both historical and contemporary acts of vigilante “justice” against
people of colorUpdated information on residential and educational segregation including new
material on the racial achievement gap and the effects of school closures during the COVID-19
pandemic
  social construction of race definition sociology: Sociology David M. Newman, 2010-08-31
Takes students inside today's pressing sociological issues and shows them how the compelling
events on their minds--such as the current economic recession and the Obama presidency--relate to
enduring sociological concepts -- from cover.
  social construction of race definition sociology: Seeing White Jean Halley, Amy Eshleman,
Ramya Mahadevan Vijaya, 2022-01-14 Seeing White: An Introduction to White Privilege and Race,
Second Editionis an interdisciplinary, supplemental textbook that challenges undergraduate
students to see race as everyone’s issue. The book’s early chapters establish a solid understanding
of privilege and power, leading to a critical exploration of discrimination. The authors also draw
upon key theoretical perspectives, such as cultural materialism, critical race theory, and the social
construction of race to provide students with the tools to discuss racial privilege. The book’s
interdisciplinary approach, including perspectives from sociology, psychology, history, and
economics provides a holistic and accessible introduction to the challenging issue of race.
Throughout the book, compelling, concrete examples and detailed definitions of terminology help
students to understand theoretical perspectives and research evidence. Discussion questions at the
end of each chapter encourage students to think critically about the theories and evidence, often
prompting students to relate the material in the text to their own experiences. New to this Edition



New Chapter 4, “White Supremacy and Other Forms of Everyday Racism,” provides a history of
white supremacy and its links to racism todayNew research on racial disparities in health equity
helps debunk the idea of race as a biological category (Chapter 2)Revised Chapter 6,
“Socioeconomic Class and White Privilege,” offers new material on the economic privilege of
whiteness and the uneven distribution of American wealth Expanded history and discussion of
Immigration laws including Chinese Exclusion Act, Immigration Act of 1924 and 1965 Hart-Celler
Act present immigration in a global context and challenge anti-immigration rhetoric New as well as
updated stories on exclusion from white spaces and the normativity of white culture engage students
in critical reflection
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