SMEDLEY BUTLER WAR IS A RACKET

*¥SMEDLEY BUTLER W AR IS A RACKET: UNVEILING THE TRUTH BEHIND MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL PROFITEERING* *

SMEDLEY BUTLER WAR IS A RACKET IS MORE THAN JUST A PHRASE—IT IS A PROFOUND INDICTMENT OF THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL
COMPLEX AND THE PROFIT-DRIVEN MOTIVES BEHIND W ARFARE. MAJOR GENERAL SMEDLEY BUTLER, ONE OF THE MOST DECORATED
MARINES IN U.S. HISTORY, FAMOUSLY DELIVERED A SPEECH IN WHICH HE EXPOSED THE GRIM REALITY THAT WAR OFTEN SERVES
THE INTERESTS OF WEALTHY CORPORATIONS AND FINANCIERS RATHER THAN THE COMMON CITIZEN. HIS INSIGHTS REMAIN
STRIKINGLY RELEVANT TODAY, SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE COMPLEX RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WAR, POLITICS, AND ECONOMICS.

THE ORrIGINS OF “W AR Is A RACKET”

SMEDLEY BUTLER'S CRITIQUE WAS NOT BORN OUT OF IDLE SPECULATION BUT FROM FIRSTHAND EXPERIENCE. HAVING SERVED IN
NUMEROUS CONFLICTS FROM THE PHILIPPINE-AMERICAN W/ AR TO WoORLD W AR |, BUTLER WITNESSED THE HUMAN COST OF

W ARFARE ALONGSIDE THE FINANCIAL REWARDS REAPED BY A SELECT FEW. IN 1935, HE PUBLISHED A PAMPHLET TITLED *\W AR IS
A RACKET® | WHERE HE ARGUED THAT WARS ARE OFTEN WAGED TO BENEFIT POWERFUL BUSINESS INTERESTS RATHER THAN
NATIONAL SECURITY OR MORAL IMPERATIVES.

BUTLER’S ASSERTION CHALLENGED THE TRADITIONAL NARRATIVE THAT WAR IS PRIMARILY ABOUT PATRIOTISM OR DEFENSE.
|NSTEAD, HE DESCRIBED IT AS A “RACKET” — AN ORGANIZED CRIME OPERATION WHERE PROFITS ARE PRIORITIZED OVER LIVES.
ACCORDING TO BUTLEE, THE “RACKET” BENEFITS ARMS MANUFACTURERS, BANKS, AND INDUSTRIES THAT SUPPLY THE MILITARY,
WHILE SOLDIERS AND TAXPAYERS BEAR THE TRUE BURDEN.

UNDERSTANDING BUTLER’S PERSPECTIVE ON MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL INTERESTS

#### THE FINANCIAL W/INNERS OF W AR

ONE OF BUTLER’S MOST COMPELLING POINTS WAS HOW WAR FUNNELS IMMENSE WEALTH INTO THE POCKETS OF A SMALL ELITE.
ARMS MANUFACTURERS, DEFENSE CONTRACTORS, AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS STAND TO GAIN BILLIONS FROM MILITARY
CONFLICTS. THESE ENTITIES LOBBY GOVERNMENTS TO ENGAGE IN OR PROLONG WARS, ENSURING CONTINUED DEMAND FOR
WEAPONS, EQUIPMENT, AND MILITARY SERVICES.

FOR EXAMPLE, COMPANIES PRODUCING TANKS, AIRCRAFT, AND AMMUNITION SEE THEIR STOCK PRICES SOAR DURING W ARTIME.
BUTLER ARGUED THAT THIS ECONOMIC INCENTIVE CREATES A DANGEROUS FEEDBACK LOOP \WHERE W AR BECOMES PROFITABLE
AND THUS MORE LIKELY.

#### THE HuMAN CosT OVERLOOKED

IN CONTRAST TO THE FINANCIAL WINNERS, THE HUMAN COST OF WAR IS STAGGERING. SOLDIERS LIKE BUTLER HIMSELF FACE
PHYSICAL DANGER, PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAUMA, AND SOMETIMES DEATH. CIVILIANS IN WAR ZONES SUFFER DISPLACEMENT, INJURY,
AND LOSS OF LIFE. YET, THESE SACRIFICES ARE OFTEN OVERSHADOWED BY THE LUCRATIVE CONTRACTS AND POLITICAL GAINS

MADE BY THOSE STEERING THE W AR MACHINE.

BUTLER’S OUTSPOKEN CRITICISM REMINDS US TO QUESTION WHO TRULY BENEFITS FROM MILITARY ENGAGEMENTS AND TO REMAIN
VIGILANT ABOUT THE MOTIVATIONS BEHIND GOVERNMENT DECISIONS TO GO TO WAR.

THe LeGACY oF “W AR Is A RACKET” IN MoDERN TIMES

#H#H#H# INFLUENCE ON ANTI-W/ AR MOVEMENTS

BUTLER’S WORDS HAVE RESONATED THROUGH DECADES OF ANTI-WAR ACTIVISM. HIS CLEAR-EYED ANALYSIS PROVIDES A
FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING WHY CONFLICTS PERSIST AND WHY PEACE EFFORTS OFTEN FACE RESISTANCE. ACTIVISTS AND



SCHOLARS FREQUENTLY CITE *\W AR IS A RACKET® WHEN DISCUSSING THE ENTANGLEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS AND FOREIGN
POLICY.

THE CONCEPT HAS HELPED FUEL DEBATES AROUND MILITARY SPENDING, INTERVENTIONISM, AND THE ETHICS OF W ARFARE. IT ALSO
ENCOURAGES CITIZENS TO CRITICALLY EVALUATE GOVERNMENT JUSTIFICATIONS FOR ARMED CONFLICT.

#### MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX AND TS ONGOING IMPACT

PRESIDENT DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER FAMOUSLY WARNED ABOUT THE DANGERS OF THE “MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX™ IN HIS
1961 FAREWELL ADDRESS. THIS TERM ECHOES BUTLER’S EARLIER CRITIQUE, HIGHLIGHTING THE POWERFUL ALLIANCE BETWEEN
THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT AND DEFENSE CONTRACTORS. T OGETHER, THEY EXERT SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE OVER NATIONAL
POLICY, OFTEN PRIORITIZING ECONOMIC GAIN OVER DIPLOMATIC SOLUTIONS.

TODAY/ THE UNITED STATES SPENDS HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS ANNUALLY ON DEFENSE, A REFLECTION OF THE ENDURING INFLUENCE
OF THIS COMPLEX. BUTLER’S MESSAGE REMAINS A CAUTIONARY TALE ABOUT UNCHECKED MILITARY EXPANSION AND THE
POTENTIAL FOR CORRUPTION.

How To RecoGNize WHEN W AR BECOMES A RACKET

#### SIGNs TO WATCH For

UNDERSTANDING BUTLER’S CONCEPT CAN HELP INDIVIDUALS AND POLICYMAKERS SPOT WHEN A CONFLICT MIGHT BE DRIVEN BY
PROFIT RATHER THAN PRINCIPLE. SOME INDICATORS INCLUDE:

- ¥ *EXCESSIVE MILITARY SPENDING:** A DISPROPORTIONATE INCREASE IN DEFENSE BUDGETS WITHOUT CLEAR STRATEGIC
NECESSITY.

- **|_oBeYING BY DEFENSE CONTRACTORS: ¥ * HEAVY POLITICAL LOBBYING EFFORTS TO PROMOTE ARMS SALES OR MILITARY
INTERVENTIONS.

- ¥**EcoNoMIC INTERESTS IN CONFLICT REGIONS: ¥ * CORPORATIONS WITH STAKES IN NATURAL RESOURCES OR
RECONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS INFLUENCING FOREIGN POLICY.

- ¥*| ack of CLEAR OBJECTIVESI** W ARS WITH AMBIGUOUS GOALS OR PROLONGED ENGAGEMENTS WITHOUT MEASURABLE
PROGRESS.

- ¥**MARGINALIZATION OF DIPLOMATIC SOLUTIONS: ¥ * SUPPRESSION OR NEGLECT OF PEACEFUL ALTERNATIVES IN FAVOR OF
MILITARY ACTION.

BEING AWARE OF THESE SIGNS CAN FOSTER MORE INFORMED PUBLIC DISCOURSE AND ACCOUNTABILITY.

#### ENCOURAGING TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO COUNTERACT THE WAR RACKET IS THROUGH TRANSPARENCY. GOVERNMENTS SHOULD DISCLOSE
DEFENSE CONTRACTS, LOBBYING ACTIVITIES, AND THE TRUE COSTS OF MILITARY OPERATIONS. MOREOVER, CITIZENS CAN DEMAND

GREATER OVERSIGHT OF MILITARY SPENDING AND PUSH FOR POLICIES THAT PRIORITIZE DIPLOMACY AND CONFLICT PREVENTION.

EDUCATION ABOUT THE ECONOMIC DIMENSIONS OF W AR, INSPIRED BY BUTLER’S WORK, EMPOWERS VOTERS AND ACTIVISTS TO
ADVOCATE FOR REFORMS THAT REDUCE MILITARISM.

THe ENDURING RELEVANCE OF SMEDLEY BUTLER’S MESSAGE

SMEDLEY BUTLER’S DECLARATION THAT “WAR IS A RACKET” SERVES AS A POWERFUL REMINDER THAT NOT ALL WARS ARE
FOUGHT FOR NOBLE REASONS. HIS UNIQUE POSITION AS A MILITARY INSIDER WHO LATER OPPOSED WAR PROFITEERING LENDS
CREDIBILITY AND URGENCY TO HIS WARNINGS. IN AN ERA OF ONGOING GLOBAL CONFLICTS AND SOARING DEFENSE BUDGETS,
REVISITING BUTLER’S INSIGHTS IS ESSENTIAL.

UNDERSTANDING THE FINANCIAL MOTIVES BEHIND W ARFARE HELPS DEMYSTIFY COMPLEX GEOPOLITICAL EVENTS AND CHALLENGES
US TO SEEK MORE JUST AND PEACEFUL ALTERNATIVES. WHILE THE MILITARY IS NECESSARY FOR DEFENSE, BUTLER’S CRITIQUE



ENCOURAGES VIGILANCE AGAINST ALLOWING WAR TO BECOME A TOOL FOR ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION.

REFLECTING ON HIS WORDS INVITES US TO QUESTION THE NARRATIVES PRESENTED BY THOSE IN POWER AND TO CONSIDER THE
REAL COSTS OF CONFLICT—NOT JUST IN DOLLARS, BUT IN HUMAN LIVES AND SOCIETAL WELL-BEING.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHO WAS SMEDLEY BUTLER AND WHY IS HE SIGNIFICANT IN THE CONTEXT OF ‘W AR IS
A RACKET'?

SMEDLEY BUTLER WAS A HIGHLY DECORATED MAJOR GENERAL IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS WHO BECAME AN
OUTSPOKEN CRITIC OF U.S. MILITARY INTERVENTIONS. HE IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE HE AUTHORED "W AR IS A RACKET,, A
PAMPHLET EXPOSING THE ECONOMIC MOTIVES BEHIND WAR AND CRITICIZING THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX.

\WHAT IS THE CENTRAL THESIS OF SMEDLEY BUTLER'S ‘"W AR IS A RACKET'?

THE CENTRAL THESIS OF ‘W AR IS A RACKET' IS THAT WAR PRIMARILY SERVES THE FINANCIAL INTERESTS OF A FEW
CORPORATIONS AND WEALTHY INDIVIDUALS, RATHER THAN THE PUBLIC GOOD OR NATIONAL SECURITY. BUTLER ARGUES THAT
WAR IS USED AS A TOOL TO GENERATE PROFITS FOR THESE ENTITIES AT THE EXPENSE OF SOLDIERS AND TAXPAYERS.

WHEN WAS ‘W AR IS A RACKET’ WRITTEN AND PUBLISHED?

"W AR IS A RACKET' WAS WRITTEN BY SMEDLEY BUTLER IN 1933 AND SUBSEQUENTLY PUBLISHED AS A PAMPHLET. |T GAINED
RENEWED ATTENTION OVER THE DECADES AS A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF WAR PROFITEERING.

\WHAT EXAMPLES DOES SMEDLEY BUTLER GIVE TO SUPPORT HIS ARGUMENT IN "W AR IS
A RACKET'?

IN "W AR IS A RACKET,” BUTLER CITES EXAMPLES OF CORPORATIONS THAT BENEFITED FROM W/ ORLD W AR |, SUCH AS
MANUFACTURERS OF WEAPONS, CHEMICALS, AND SUPPLIES, AS WELL AS FINANCIERS WHO PROFITED FROM W AR BONDS. HE
HIGHLIGHTS HOW THESE ENTITIES GAINED WEALTH WHILE SOLDIERS SUFFERED AND DIED.

How HAS "W/ AR IS A RACKET’ INFLUENCED MODERN DISCUSSIONS ON THE MILITARY-
INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX?

BUTLER'S WORK IS CONSIDERED AN EARLY CRITIQUE OF THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX. |IT HAS INFLUENCED MODERN
DISCUSSIONS BY HIGHLIGHTING THE ECONOMIC INCENTIVES BEHIND MILITARY ACTIONS AND ENCOURAGING SKEPTICISM ABOUT THE
TRUE MOTIVES FOR WAR, CONTRIBUTING TO ANTI-WAR AND PEACE MOVEMENTS.

\W/HAT SOLUTIONS OR RECOMMENDATIONS DOES SMEDLEY BUTLER PROPOSE IN ‘W AR IS
A RACKET'?

BUTLER RECOMMENDS THAT THE PROFITS FROM W AR BE ELIMINATED BY GOVERNMENT CONTROL OR REGULATION OF WAR
INDUSTRIES. HE SUGGESTS THAT SOLDIERS SHOULD BE PROTECTED FROM BEING USED AS PAWNS FOR PROFIT AND THAT WAR
SHOULD ONLY BE WAGED FOR GENUINE DEFENSE, NOT ECONOMIC GAIN.

How 1s "W AR IS A RACKET’ RELEVANT TO CURRENT GLOBAL CONFLICTS?

"W AR IS A RACKET' REMAINS RELEVANT AS MANY CRITICS ARGUE THAT ECONOMIC INTERESTS CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE MILITARY
INTERVENTIONS WORLDWIDE. THE PAMPHLET ENCOURAGES CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF WHO BENEFITS FROM WAR AND PROMOTES
TRANSPARENCY REGARDING THE MOTIVES BEHIND CONFLICTS.



\W/HERE CAN ONE READ OR ACCESS ‘W AR IS A RACKET' BY SMEDLEY BUTLER?

THE FULL TEXT OF "W AR IS A RACKET IS AVAILABLE FOR FREE ONLINE THROUGH VARIOUS WEBSITES, INCLUDING PROJECT
GUTENBERG AND OTHER PUBLIC DOMAIN ARCHIVES. |T IS ALSO INCLUDED IN MANY COLLECTIONS OF MILITARY AND POLITICAL
LITERATURE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

SMEDLEY BUTLER W AR IS A RACKET: UNVEILING THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX

SMEDLEY BUTLER WAR IS A RACKET—A PHRASE THAT ENCAPSULATES THE POWERFUL CRITIQUE BY MAJOR GENERAL SMEDLEY
DARLINGTON BUTLER, ONE OF THE MOST DECORATED MARINES IN UNITED STATES HISTORY. HIS FAMOUS SPEECH AND
SUBSEQUENT BOOK, TITLED *Warls A RACKET*, EXPOSE A CONTROVERSIAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE MOTIVATIONS BEHIND
\WARFARE AND THE ECONOMIC INTERESTS THAT BENEFIT FROM IT. BUTLER’S INSIGHTS, ROOTED IN FIRSTHAND MILITARY
EXPERIENCE, CONTINUE TO RESONATE IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT MILITARY SPENDING, GOVERNMENT POLICY, AND THE ETHICAL
IMPLICATIONS OF \WAR.

THE CONTEXT BEHIND SMEDLEY BUTLER’s CRITIQUE

SMEDLEY BUTLER SERVED IN THE U.S. MARINE CORPS FOR OVER THREE DECADES, EARNING TWO MEDALS OF HONOR AND
PARTICIPATING IN NUMEROUS MILITARY INTERVENTIONS AROUND THE GLOBE DURING THE FIRST HALF OF THE 20TH CENTURY. His
TRANSFORMATION FROM A CELEBRATED MILITARY OFFICER TO A VOCAL CRITIC OF WAR’S UNDERLYING MOTIVES IS CRUCIAL TO
UNDERSTANDING THE PHRASE *SMEDLEY BUTLER WAR IS A RACKET®. AFTER RETIRING, BUTLER BEGAN TO PUBLICLY DENOUNCE
THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX, DESCRIBING WAR AS A PROFITABLE ENTERPRISE THAT PRIMARILY SERVES FINANCIAL
INTERESTS RATHER THAN NATIONAL SECURITY OR MORAL IMPERATIVES.

BUTLER’s SPEECH, DELIVERED IN 1933, CAME DURING THE INTERW AR PERIOD—A TIME WHEN THE UNITED STATES WAS
GRAPPLING WITH THE AFTERMATH OF W ORLD W AR | AND THE ONSET OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION. HIS ARGUMENTS CHALLENGED
THE PREVAILING NARRATIVES ABOUT PATRIOTISM AND HEROIC SACRIFICE, SUGGESTING INSTEAD THAT WARS ARE OFTEN
INITIATED AND PROLONGED TO ENRICH CORPORATIONS AND FINANCIAL ELITES.

W AR AS A BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

CENTRAL TO BUTLER’S THESIS IS THE IDEA THAT WAR FUNCTIONS AS A RACKET—A TYPE OF BUSINESS WHERE A FEW BENEFIT
AT THE EXPENSE OF MANY. HE DETAILED HOW ARMS MANUFACTURERS, BANKERS, AND INDUSTRIALISTS PROFIT IMMENSELY FROM
MILITARY CONFLICTS. THESE GROUPS ALLEGEDLY INFLUENCE GOVERNMENT DECISIONS TO ENGAGE IN OR PERPETUATE W ARFARE,
LEVERAGING POLITICAL POWER TO SECURE LUCRATIVE CONTRACTS AND ECONOMIC DOMINANCE.

THIS CRITIQUE ALIGNS WITH WHAT LATER BECAME WIDELY KNOWN AS THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX, A TERM
POPULARIZED BY PRESIDENT DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER INHIS 196 1 FAREWELL ADDRESS. EISENHOWER WARNED ABOUT THE
POTENTIAL DANGERS OF AN UNCHECKED ALLIANCE BETWEEN THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT AND DEFENSE CONTRACTORS, WHICH
COULD LEAD TO DISPROPORTIONATE INFLUENCE OVER NATIONAL POLICY.

DECONSTRUCTING THE “RACKET”: ECONOMIC INTERESTS AND W AR
PROFITEERING

BUTLER’S ANALYSIS GOES BEYOND MORAL CONDEMNATION; IT SCRUTINIZES THE ECONOMIC MECHANISMS THAT MAKE WAR
PROFITABLE FOR CERTAIN SECTORS. EXAMINING DEFENSE BUDGETS, WARTIME PRODUCTION, AND CORPORATE REVENUES REVEALS
THE SCALE OF FINANCIAL INCENTIVES INTERTWINED WITH MILITARY ACTION.



Derense SPENDING AND CORPORATE GAINS

IN MODERN CONTEXTS, DEFENSE BUDGETS OFTEN CONSUME A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF NATIONAL EXPENDITURES. For INSTANCE,
AS OF RECENT YEARS, THE UNITED STATES ALLOCATES HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS OF DOLLARS ANNUALLY TO DEFENSE—MAKING IT
THE LARGEST MILITARY SPENDER WORLDWIDE. THIS SPENDING FUELS CONTRACTS FOR ARMS MANUFACTURERS, LOGISTICS
COMPANIES, AND TECHNOLOGY FIRMS, MANY OF WHICH REPORT RECORD PROFITS DURING TIMES OF CONFLICT OR HEIGHTENED
MILITARY READINESS.

BUTLER’S *WAR IS A RACKET*® NARRATIVE HIGHLIGHTS HOW THIS SYSTEM CREATES A FEEDBACK LOOP: CORPORATE PROFITS
INCENTIVIZE LOBBYING AND POLITICAL PRESSURE TO MAINTAIN OR INCREASE MILITARY ENGAGEMENT, WHICH IN TURN SUSTAINS OR
GROWS DEFENSE SPENDING. THIS DYNAMIC RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT THE TRUE DRIVERS OF FOREIGN POLICY DECISIONS AND
WHETHER ECONOMIC INTERESTS DISTORT DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE.

THe HuMAN CosT VERSUS FINANCIAL GAIN

W/HILE BUTLER EMPHASIZED THE ECONOMIC BENEFICIARIES OF WAR, HE ALSO CONTRASTED THESE GAINS WITH THE HUMAN
SUFFERING CAUSED BY ARMED CONFLICTS. SOLDIERS, CIVILIANS, AND SOCIETIES AT LARGE BEAR THE BRUNT OF \WARFARE
THROUGH LOSS OF LIFE, DISPLACEMENT, AND LONG-TERM INSTABILITY. THIS JUXTAPOSITION FORMS THE ETHICAL CORE OF HIS
ARGUMENT—WAR IS NOT JUST A POLITICAL OR MILITARY ISSUE BUT A PROFOUND MORAL AND SOCIAL CONCERN.

THE PHRASE *SMEDLEY BUTLER WAR IS A RACKET™ INVITES REFLECTION ON HOW THESE COMPETING DIMENSIONS INTERSECT.
W/HEN PROFITS ARE PRIORITIZED, THE HUMAN TOLL MAY BE MINIMIZED OR IGNORED, FOSTERING CYCLES OF VIOLENCE THAT BENEFIT
ONLY A SELECT FEW.

LEGACY AND INFLUENCE OF BUTLER’S MESSAGE

SMEDLEY BUTLER’S CRITIQUE HAS HAD ENDURING INFLUENCE IN MILITARY STUDIES, PEACE ACTIVISM, AND POLITICAL DISCOURSE.
His WORK IS FREQUENTLY CITED IN DEBATES ABOUT THE LEGITIMACY OF W AR, THE ROLE OF PRIVATE INTERESTS IN PUBLIC
DECISIONS, AND THE ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF MILITARY PERSONNEL.

IMPACT ON ANTI-\W AR MOVEMENTS

THROUGHOUT THE 20TH AND 2 1ST CENTURIES, BUTLER’S INSIGHTS HAVE FUELED ANTI-WAR SENTIMENT, PARTICULARLY DURING
PERIODS OF CONTROVERSIAL CONFLICTS SUCH AS THE VIETNAM \X/AR, THE [RAQ \X/AE, AND ONGOING MILITARY INTERVENTIONS.
ACTIVISTS AND SCHOLARS OFTEN INVOKE THE CONCEPT OF WAR AS A RACKET TO CHALLENGE OFFICIAL NARRATIVES AND
DEMAND GREATER TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN DEFENSE POLICIES.

CriTiciIsMS AND COUNTERARGUMENTS

W/HILE MANY PRAISE BUTLER’S CANDIDNESS, SOME CRITICS ARGUE THAT HIS PERSPECTIVE OVERSIMPLIFIES COMPLEX
GEOPOLITICAL REALITIES. THEY CONTEND THAT NOT ALL WARS ARE MOTIVATED BY PROFIT AND THAT NATIONAL SECURITY
CONCERNS, HUMANITARIAN INTERVENTIONS, AND INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCES PLAY SIGNIFICANT ROLES IN DECISIONS TO ENGAGE IN
CONFLICT.

FURTHERMORE, THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX IS SEEN BY SOME AS A NECESSARY COMPONENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE,
PROVIDING TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION, EMPLOYMENT, AND STRATEGIC DETERRENCE. THIS NUANCED VIEW RECOGNIZES BOTH
THE POTENTIAL FOR PROFITEERING AND THE LEGITIMATE NEEDS OF A COUNTRY TO MAINTAIN A CAPABLE DEFENSE FORCE.



MoDERN RELEVANCE: THE MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX TODAY

MORE THAN EIGHT DECADES AFTER BUTLER’S SPEECH, THE THEMES ENCAPSULATED IN *SMEDLEY BUTLER WAR IS A RACKET®
REMAIN HIGHLY RELEVANT. CONTEMPORARY ANALYSES OF DEFENSE SPENDING REVEAL PATTERNS THAT ECHO BUTLER’S WARNINGS
INCLUDING THE INFLUENCE OF DEFENSE CONTRACTORS ON POLICYMAKING AND THE RECURRING DEBATES OVER THE JUSTIFICATION
FOR MILITARY INTERVENTIONS.

’

* LoBBYING AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE: DEFENSE FIRMS INVEST HEAVILY IN LOBBYING EFFORTS, SHAPING LEGISLATION AND
PROCUREMENT DECISIONS.

* RevOLVING DOOR PHENOMENON: MOVEMENT OF PERSONNEL BETWEEN MILITARY, GOVERNMENT, AND DEFENSE INDUSTRIES
FOSTERS CLOSE RELATIONSHIPS THAT CAN BIAS POLICIES.

o GLoBAL ARMS TRADE: THE INTERNATIONAL SALE OF WEAPONS REMAINS A LUCRATIVE BUSINESS, OFTEN LINKED TO
GEOPOLITICAL STRATEGIES AND CONFLICTS WORLDW IDE.

THESE FACTORS UNDERSCORE THE COMPLEXITY OF SEPARATING ECONOMIC INTERESTS FROM NATIONAL SECURITY OBJECTIVES, A
CHALLENGE THAT CONTINUES TO SPARK DEBATE AMONG POLICYMAKERS, SCHOLARS, AND THE PUBLIC.

IN REFLECTING ON *SMEDLEY BUTLER WAR IS A RACKET*, IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT HIS CRITIQUE SERVES NOT ONLY AS A
HISTORICAL DOCUMENT BUT ALSO AS A LENS THROUGH WHICH TO ANALYZE CONTEMPORARY MILITARY AND ECONOMIC
ENTANGLEMENTS. THE ONGOING DIALOGUE ABOUT WAR’S TRUE COSTS—BOTH HUMAN AND FINANCIAL—REMAINS AS VITAL
TODAY AS IT WAS WHEN BUTLER FIRST SOUNDED THE ALARM NEARLY A CENTURY AGO.

Smedley Butler War Is A Racket

smedley butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket Smedley Butler, 2018-07-26 War Is a Racket
by Smedley Darlington Butler. With photos by USMC. War Is a Racket is a speech and a 1935 short
book, by Smedley D. Butler, a retired United States Marine Corps Major General and two-time
Medal of Honor recipient. Based on his career military experience, Butler frankly discusses how
business interests commercially benefit, such as war profiteering from warfare.

smedley butler war is a racket: War is a Racket, by Smedley D. Butler. New York, Round
Table Press, 1935 Smedley Darlington Butler, 1973

smedley butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket Smedley D. Butler, 2018-02-18 War Is a
Racket is a famous anti-war book written by retired Major General Smedley Buter. In the book,
Butler discusses how businesses profit from conflict.

smedley butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket Smedley Darlington Butler, 2013-10-01 War
Is a Racket is the title of two works, a speech and a booklet, by retired US Marine Corps Major
General and two-time Medal of Honor recipient Smedley Darlington Butler. In these works, Butler
frankly discusses from his experience as a career military officer how business interests
commercially benefit from warfare. After his retirement from the Marine Corps, Gen. Butler made a
nationwide tour in the early 1930s giving his speech, “War Is a Racket.” The speech was so well
received that he wrote a longer version that was published in 1935, now republished with a
foreword by former governor of Minnesota and New York Times bestselling author Jesse Ventura.
Jesse Ventura reviews Major General Butler’s original writings and brings them up to date, relating
them to our current political climate. Butler was a visionary in his day, and Ventura works to show
how right he was and how wrong our current democracy is. Read for the first time Butler’s words
with Ventura’s witty, yet insightful spin on this relevant work that will appeal not only to military



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/smedley-butler-war-is-a-racket.pdf

historians, but also to those interested in the state of our country and the entire world.

smedley butler war is a racket: War Is A Racket Smedley D. Butler, 2018-05-07 War is a
Racket is marine general, Smedley Butler's classic treatise on why wars are conducted, who profits
from them, and who pays the price. Few people are as qualified as General Butler to advance the
argument encapsulated in his book's sensational title. When War is a Racket was first published in
1935, Butler was the most decorated American soldier of his time. He had lead several successful
military operations in the Caribbean and in Central America, as well as in Europe during the First
World War. Despite his success and his heroic status, however, Butler came away from these
experiences with a deeply troubled view of both the purpose and the results of warfare.

smedley butler war is a racket: War is a Racket Smedley D. Butler, 1935-04-04

smedley butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket (the Profit That Fuels Warfare) Smedley
Darlington Butler, 2013-01-13 War Is a Racket is written by the most decorated American soldier in
US history, Major General Smedley D. Butler. Butler frankly discusses from his experience as a
career military officer how business interests commercially start and benefit from warfare. After his
retirement from the Marine Corps, Gen. Butler made a nationwide tour giving his speech War is a
Racket. The speech was so well-received that he wrote a longer version as this book with the same
title which helped popularize his message. Lowell Thomas praised Butler's moral as well as physical
courage in telling the truth about war profiteering. This message has never been more relevant, as
we see the war racket in full swing in recent history like never before in endless perpetual wars, i.e.
Iraq and Afghanistan, and elsewhere.

smedley butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket Smedley Butler, Dragan Nikolic, 2014-11-04
War is a Racket is marine general, Smedley Butler's classic treatise on why wars are conducted, who
profits from them, and who pays the price. Few people are as qualified as General Butler to advance
the argument encapsulated in his book's sensational title. When War is a Racket was first published
in 1935, Butler was the most decorated American soldier of his time. He had lead several successful
military operations in the Caribbean and in Central America, as well as in Europe during the First
World War. Despite his success and his heroic status, however, Butler came away from these
experiences with a deeply troubled view of both the purpose and the results of warfare.

smedley butler war is a racket: War is a Racket Smedley D Butler, 2024-02-27 2024 Reprint
of the 1935 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition and not reproduced with Optical
Recognition software. Butler was a retired United States Marine Corps Major General and two-time
Medal of Honor recipient. Based on his career military experience, Butler discusses how business
interests commercially benefit from warfare. After Butler retired from the US Marine Corps in
October 1931, he made a nationwide tour in the early 1930s giving his speech War Is a Racket. The
speech was so well received that he wrote a longer version as a short book published in 1935. His
work was condensed in Reader's Digest as a book supplement, which helped popularize his message.
In an introduction to the Reader's Digest version, Lowell Thomas, who wrote Butler's oral
autobiography, praised Butler's moral as well as physical courage. Butler points to a variety of
examples, mostly from World War I, where industrialists, whose operations were subsidized by
public funding, were able to generate substantial profits, making money from mass human suffering.
The work is divided into five chapters: War is a racket Who makes the profits? Who pays the bills?
How to smash this racket! To hell with war! It contains this summary: War is a racket. It always has
been. It is possibly the oldest, easily the most profitable, surely the most vicious. It is the only one
international in scope. It is the only one in which the profits are reckoned in dollars and the losses in
lives. A racket is best described, I believe, as something that is not what it seems to the majority of
the people. Only a small 'inside' group knows what it is about. It is conducted for the benefit of the
very few, at the expense of very many.

smedley butler war is a racket: Voices of a People's History of the United States Howard
Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2011-01-04 Here in their own words are Frederick Douglass, George Jackson,
Chief Joseph, Martin Luther King Jr., Plough Jogger, Sacco and Vanzetti, Patti Smith, Bruce
Springsteen, Mark Twain, and Malcolm X, to name just a few of the hundreds of voices that appear




in Voices of a People's History of the United States, edited by Howard Zinn and Anthony Arnove.
Paralleling the twenty-four chapters of Zinn's A People's History of the United States, Voices of a
People’s History is the long-awaited companion volume to the national bestseller. For Voices, Zinn
and Arnove have selected testimonies to living history—speeches, letters, poems, songs—left by the
people who make history happen but who usually are left out of history books—women, workers,
nonwhites. Zinn has written short introductions to the texts, which range in length from letters or
poems of less than a page to entire speeches and essays that run several pages. Voices of a People’s
History is a symphony of our nation’s original voices, rich in ideas and actions, the embodiment of
the power of civil disobedience and dissent wherein lies our nation’s true spirit of defiance and
resilience.

smedley butler war is a racket: War Is a Racket - The Antiwar Classic by America's Most
Decorated Soldier Smedley Butler, 2016-01-29 Unique among the high ranking military officers of
the US and the world I do not know of any other high ranking military officer of the US or the world,
who has spoken or written such most important truths and facts about the nature and causes of war.
General Butler wrote these in simple and direct language that everyone can understand. His
honesty; care for society, humanity, and justice for all; and profound insights; are self-evident in his
writing. Moreover, it is even much more relevant now than when it was written in 1935. War Is a
Racket is the title of two works, a speech and a booklet, by retired United States Marine Corps
Major General and two time Medal of Honor recipient Smedley D. Butler. In them, Butler frankly
discusses from his experience as a career military officer how business interests commercially
benefit (including war profiteering) from warfare. After his retirement from the Marine Corps, Butler
made a nationwide tour in the early 1930s giving his speech War is a Racket. The speech was so well
received that he wrote a longer version as a small book with the same title that was published in
1935 by Round Table Press, Inc., of New York. The booklet was also condensed in Reader's Digest as
a book supplement which helped popularize his message. In an introduction to the Reader's Digest
version, Lowell Thomas, the as told to author of Butler's oral autobiographical adventures, praised
Butler's moral as well as physical courage.

smedley butler war is a racket: War is a Racket! Smedley Butler, Mark Twain, Bertrand
Russell, 2015-07-02 A true classic! This is one of the best pieces of anti-war literature ever written.
Marine Corps Major General Smedley Butler holds no punches in this indictment against the war
profiteering racket and the unnecessary loss of life that is the end result of abhorrent industry.

smedley butler war is a racket: The Queer Cultures of 1930s Prose Charlotte Charteris,
2019-01-04 Offering a radical reassessment of 1930s British literature, this volume questions the
temporal limits of the literary decade, and broadens the scope of queer literary studies to consider
literary-historical responses to a variety of behaviours encompassed by the term ‘queer’ in its many
senses. Whilst it is informed by the history of sexuality in twentieth-century Europe, it is also
profoundly concerned with what Christopher Isherwood termed ‘the market value of the Odd.’
Drawing, for its methodology, on the work of Raymond Williams, it traces the impact of the Great
War on the development of language, examining the use of ten keywords’ in the prose of
Christopher Isherwood, Evelyn Waugh and Patrick Hamilton, and that of their respective literary
milieux, in order to establish how queer lives and modern sub-cultural identities were forged
collaboratively within the fictional realm. By utilizing contemporary perspectives on performativity
in conjunction with detailed close readings it repositions these authors as self-conscious agents
actively producing their own queer masculinities through calculated acts of linguistic transgression.

smedley butler war is a racket: The War of 1898, and U.S. Interventions, 1898-1934 Benjamin
R. Beede, 1994 A fascinating encyclopedic survey of the Spanish-Cuban/American War, the
Philippine War, and the small wars between 1899 and the end of the occupation of Haiti in 1934.
The name changes themselves are instructive. The usage of Spanish-American War ignores the fact
that the war in Cuba had been largely won by the Cuban revolutionaries before US intervention,
hence the new title, Spanish-Cuban/American War. The use of Philippine Insurrection is replaced by
Philippine War, since the Philippine forces had taken much of the islands from Spain before US




ground forces arrived. And guerillas or revolutionaries have replaced bandits, the term used by the
US to discredit oppositional forces. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

smedley butler war is a racket: End of Oblivion: The Great Deceit and Why We Need to
Reclaim Our Spiritual Evolution Aleksandar Ostojic, 2019-08-08 End of Oblivion: The Great
Deceit and Why We Need to Reclaim Our Spiritual Evolution is an informal overview of the current
state of humanity and the world, and delves into how our perceptions of reality have been drastically
distorted to the point where the majority of the population cannot perceive distortion any longer.
Deceit is present in every area of our lives, but beneath these secular manifestations, deeper
metaphysical undercurrents are interlacing with our spiritual, evolutionary direction. Armed with a
wealth of factual evidence as well as personal observations, the author puts forth a compelling
explanation as to who is really behind this great deceit and offers choices on how to break free for
those curious enough to ponder. It is time to remove our blindfolds, to consciously choose our path,
and to reclaim the true purpose of our being - our spiritual evolution. The book reflects on the Law
of One material.

smedley butler war is a racket: Human Rights Policing Peter Marina, Pedro Marina,
2022-10-14 Relying on intense ethnographic research and extensive experiences teaching human
rights policing to police officers, this book teaches law enforcement professionals how to apply
human rights to their everyday interactions with community members. The data collected
throughout this research process offers the reader first-hand accounts of police officers addressing
the most important human rights as they relate to policing, telling stories of using their human
agency while on the job, and providing insights into their discussions with community members on
human rights, among other important topics. Human rights remain a relatively new concept in
human civilization, but one largely unrealized at this point in history. Can police officers serve as the
harbingers of human rights in a world that desperately needs it? We say yes. It starts with applying
human rights to police work. But this book does more than teach police officers how to apply human
rights to their careers. It reimagines the institution of law enforcement as we push toward the later
stages of modernity. Refusing to tell readers what to think, this book provides the intellectual tools
on how to think about policing in new and creative ways. It seeks to bring out the readers’ full
creative potential as law enforcement agents, police officers, and criminal justice professionals and
activists. This book advances new ideas throughout each chapter on how to make human rights
policing a reality. The ideas in each chapter build on each other, offering a small piece of the puzzle
and all the steps necessary to advance the goals of human rights policing. The book (1) analyzes the
United Nations Declaration of Human Rights and how it applies to policing, (2) develops a three-fold
typology called “Human Rights Policing Social Interactions,” (3) discusses the relationship between
the use of power and human rights, (4) explains the power of human agency to transcend the
ordinary, (5) uncovers the creation of folk devils that threaten human rights, (6) describes how to
use the sociological imagination to understand community members, (7) reveals the importance of
storytelling to see the world from the actor’s point of view, (8) discusses the double consciousness
and the creation of the “other,” (9) describes what we call “soulful policing” and engaging with the
community— Chicago style, and (10) provides social policy suggestions at both the national level and
local policing level. This book will challenge the reader in fascinating and highly surprising ways to
think about, and, further, to reimagine policing as we push toward the future. It will appeal to
professionals at all levels of law enforcement, and will be useful in programs offering degrees and/or
certificates to students of criminal justice.

smedley butler war is a racket: The Political World of Bob Dylan Jeff Taylor, Chad Israelson,
2015-07-15 This work illuminates, identifies, and characterizes the influences and expressions of
Bob Dylan's Political World throughout his life and career. An approach nearly as unique as the
singer himself, the authors attempt to remove Dylan from the typical Left/Right paradigm and place
him into a broader and deeper context.

smedley butler war is a racket: The Economics of War Imad A. Moosa, 2019-12-27 Bad things
occur and persist because of the presence of powerful beneficiaries. In this provocative and



illuminating book, Imad Moosa illustrates the economic motivations behind the last 100 years of
international conflict, citing the numerous powerful individual and corporate war profiteers that
benefit from war.

smedley butler war is a racket: Blessed Peacemakers Kerry Walters, Robin Jarrell, 2013-02-12
All of us yearn for a peaceable and just world, but some roll up their sleeves and set to work to make
the dream real. Blessed Peacemakers celebrates 365 of them, one for each day of the year. Their
stories are richly diverse. They share a commitment to peace and justice, but the various contexts in
which they work make each of their stories uniquely instructive. The peacemakers include women,
men, and children from across the globe, spanning some twenty-five hundred years. Many are
persons of faith, but some are totally secular. Some are well known, while others will be excitingly
new. They are human rights and antiwar activists, scientists and artists, educators and scholars,
songwriters and poets, film directors and authors, diplomats and economists, environmentalists and
mystics, prophets and policymakers. Some are unlettered, but all are wise. A few died in the service
of the dream. All sacrificed for it. The world is a better place for the presence of blessed
peacemakers. Their inspiring stories embolden readers to join them in nonviolent resistance to
injustice and the creative pursuit of peace.

smedley butler war is a racket: Latin America since Independence Thomas C. Wright, Robert
L. Smale, 2022-08-03 This book offers an innovative, thematic approach to the history of Latin
America since independence. It traces continuity and change in colonial legacies that became
central political issues following independence: authoritarian governance; a rigid social hierarchy
based on race, color, and gender; the powerful Roman Catholic Church; economic dependency; and
the large landed estate. Generally, liberals have sought to modify or abolish these legacies in the
interest of what they consider progress, while conservatives have attempted to preserve them as
much as possible as bastions of their power and privilege. Examining the evolution of these colonial
legacies across two centuries reveals the processes that formed the political systems, economies,
societies, and religious institutions that characterize Latin America today.
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