sexual history of the world war

**The Sexual History of the World War: Unveiling Untold Stories**

sexual history of the world war is a fascinating yet often overlooked aspect of global conflict.
While the battles, strategies, and political shifts tend to dominate historical narratives, the intimate
and social dynamics surrounding sexuality during wartime reveal complex human experiences. From
the impact of war on relationships to the darker realities of sexual violence and the shifting roles of
gender and sexuality, the sexual history of the world war sheds light on how conflict deeply
influenced personal lives and societal norms.

The Social Context of Sexuality During World War
Conflicts

Understanding the sexual history of the world war requires examining the social backdrop against
which these wars unfolded. Both World War | and World War Il brought enormous upheaval, leading to
shifts in demographics, gender roles, and social attitudes. Young men were conscripted, leaving
women to manage households and work in factories, which in turn transformed traditional views on
sexuality and relationships.

Changing Gender Roles and Sexual Norms

The massive mobilization of men to the front lines resulted in a significant gender imbalance in many
societies. Women entered the workforce in unprecedented numbers, gaining financial independence
and social visibility. This shift influenced sexual norms by challenging Victorian and Edwardian ideals
of female chastity and domesticity. The sexual history of the world war shows how this period sparked
early movements toward women'’s liberation and sexual autonomy.

Moreover, the war accelerated conversations around contraception and reproductive rights. With
many women anxious about unplanned pregnancies during uncertain times, the demand for birth
control information and resources grew. This period laid the groundwork for later advancements in
sexual health and education.

Morality, Prostitution, and Military Regulations

One of the most controversial aspects of the sexual history of the world war is the role of prostitution.
Military authorities in many countries faced the challenge of managing soldiers’ sexual needs while
trying to control sexually transmitted infections (STIs). Brothels were often tolerated or even
regulated near military bases, despite public moral outrage.

In World War [, for example, the French military established "regulated brothels" to safeguard
soldiers' health, while the British and American forces grappled with similar dilemmas. This pragmatic
approach was a stark contrast to the prevailing conservative public discourse, highlighting the



complex interplay between sexuality, health policies, and wartime necessities.

Sexual Violence and War Crimes

No discussion on the sexual history of the world war is complete without addressing the grim reality of
sexual violence. Wartime sexual assault, rape, and exploitation were widespread and often used as
tools of terror and domination. These acts left lasting scars on victims and communities, yet were
frequently ignored or downplayed in official accounts.

Systematic Sexual Violence in World War I

World War Il saw some of the worst abuses, with sexual violence deployed as a weapon by occupying
armies. The Japanese military, for instance, forcibly recruited "comfort women" from Korea, China,
and Southeast Asia to serve in military brothels. These women endured unspeakable horrors, and
their stories have only recently received global recognition.

Similarly, the advancing Soviet Army was accused of mass rapes in Germany and Eastern Europe as
retribution and a means to demoralize the enemy. These atrocities complicated post-war
reconciliation and highlighted the need for international laws addressing sexual violence in conflict.

Post-War Silence and the Struggle for Justice

After the war, many survivors of sexual violence faced stigma, silence, and a lack of justice. Societal
shame, limited legal frameworks, and political priorities often marginalized their experiences. It took
decades for survivors' voices to be heard, and for the international community to start incorporating
sexual violence into war crime tribunals and human rights discourse.

Intimacy Behind the Front Lines: Love, Marriage, and
Relationships

Despite the horrors of war, personal relationships and sexuality found ways to endure and adapt.
Letters, diaries, and memoirs reveal how soldiers and civilians sought comfort, connection, and
normalcy amidst chaos.

The Role of Wartime Romance

Romantic relationships during the world wars played a crucial role in maintaining morale and
providing emotional support. Soldiers often wrote love letters to their partners, which have become
valuable historical documents illustrating the human side of war. For many, the uncertainty of survival
intensified feelings of attachment and urgency in relationships.



Women who worked in war industries or served in auxiliary military roles also experienced new social
freedoms and opportunities for romantic engagement. The sexual history of the world war includes
stories of cross-cultural relationships forged through international alliances and troop deployments.

Marriage and Family Planning in Times of War

The pressures of war influenced decisions regarding marriage and family planning. Some couples
rushed into marriage before deployment, while others postponed such commitments due to
uncertainty. The increased availability of contraception and changing attitudes towards premarital sex
also shaped wartime relationships.

In some cases, war brides—women who married foreign soldiers—contributed to post-war
demographic shifts and cultural exchanges. These marriages sometimes faced challenges due to
cultural differences and the aftermath of war, but they also symbolized hope and rebuilding.

The Influence of the World War on LGBTQ+ Sexual
Histories

The sexual history of the world war is incomplete without exploring the experiences of LGBTQ+
individuals, whose stories have often been marginalized or erased.

Hidden Lives and Emerging Communities

During the world wars, many LGBTQ+ people served in the military or lived in urban centers where
underground communities began to form. The disruption caused by war sometimes allowed for
greater anonymity and freedom, encouraging the emergence of subcultures.

However, military policies were typically hostile to homosexuality, with many LGBTQ+ service
members facing discrimination, discharge, or worse. Despite these challenges, the wartime period
laid early foundations for post-war LGBTQ+ activism.

Post-War Repression and Resilience

Following the wars, conservative social climates often forced LGBTQ+ individuals back into the
shadows. At the same time, the shared experiences of wartime camaraderie and resistance helped
foster resilience and solidarity within these communities.

The sexual history of the world war thus reflects both the hardships and the slow progress toward
recognition and rights for LGBTQ+ people, highlighting a crucial part of the broader wartime social
fabric.



Sexual Health and Medical Advances During Wartime

The sexual history of the world war also includes notable developments in sexual health and
medicine. War created urgent needs to address STls, reproductive health, and psychological trauma
related to sexuality.

Combating Sexually Transmitted Infections

STls were a significant concern for military forces, affecting troop readiness and public health. Efforts
to control these infections led to innovations in treatment, education, and prevention. For example,
the introduction of penicillin during World War Il revolutionized the treatment of syphilis and
gonorrhea.

Military medical services also launched public health campaigns to promote safer sexual practices
among soldiers, a pioneering step toward modern sexual health education.

Psychological Impact and Sexual Trauma

The wars brought to light the psychological toll of combat, including trauma affecting sexual function
and relationships. Early recognition of "shell shock" or combat fatigue evolved into a broader
understanding of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), which often included sexual health
components.

Medical professionals began to explore the relationships between trauma, sexuality, and mental
health, setting the stage for future advances in holistic care for veterans.

The sexual history of the world war is a multifaceted narrative intertwining human intimacy, societal
change, and the harsh realities of conflict. By exploring these dimensions, we gain a fuller
appreciation of the war’s impact on individual lives and collective history. The stories of love, loss,
resilience, and survival continue to resonate, reminding us that war affects not only nations but also
the most personal aspects of human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did World War | impact societal attitudes towards
sexuality?

World War | brought significant changes to societal attitudes towards sexuality by disrupting
traditional norms. The war caused widespread social upheaval, leading to greater independence for
women and more open discussions about sexual behavior and gender roles.



What role did prostitution play during the World Wars?

Prostitution was widespread during both World Wars, serving as a means for soldiers to seek comfort
and companionship. Military authorities often regulated or tolerated brothels to maintain troop
morale, but this also led to concerns about the spread of sexually transmitted infections.

How did wartime experiences influence sexual liberation
movements?

The upheaval of the World Wars challenged conventional social structures, contributing to the rise of
sexual liberation movements. Increased female workforce participation and exposure to new ideas
during and after the wars helped pave the way for more open attitudes towards sex and gender
equality.

What was the significance of venereal disease control during
World War II?

Controlling venereal diseases was a major public health focus during World War Il, as infections could
incapacitate soldiers and diminish military effectiveness. Governments implemented education
campaigns, medical treatments, and regulation of prostitution to reduce infection rates among troops.

How did the sexual behavior of soldiers during the World
Wars affect civilian populations?

Soldiers' sexual behavior, including relationships with local women and involvement with sex workers,
often led to increased transmission of sexually transmitted infections and social tensions in civilian
populations. In some cases, this resulted in stigmatization and challenges for women associated with
soldiers.

Were there any notable changes in LGBTQ+ visibility during
the World Wars?

The World Wars led to some increased visibility and shifting perceptions of LGBTQ+ individuals, as the
mixing of diverse populations and the breakdown of traditional social structures created new spaces
for expression. However, widespread discrimination and persecution remained prevalent during this
period.

How did World War Il influence marriage and family
structures?

World War Il caused delays in marriage and childbearing due to separation and uncertainty, but post-
war periods saw a surge in marriages and birth rates, known as the 'baby boom.' The war also altered
family dynamics, with women taking on new roles both during and after the conflict.

What impact did military brothels have on local communities



during the World Wars?

Military brothels often had complex impacts on local communities, including economic benefits but
also social stigma and health risks. These establishments sometimes led to exploitation and long-term
consequences for women involved, as well as cultural tensions between soldiers and local
populations.

How did censorship and propaganda during the World Wars
address sexual topics?

Censorship and propaganda during the World Wars carefully controlled sexual topics to maintain
morale and adhere to social norms. While some sexual content was suppressed, propaganda also
promoted messages about sexual health, fidelity, and the importance of family to support the war
effort.

Additional Resources
Sexual History of the World War: An Analytical Review

sexual history of the world war reveals a complex and often overlooked dimension of global
conflict that intertwines military strategy, human behavior, and socio-political consequences. From
World War | through World War I, the nexus of sexuality and warfare influenced not only the lives of
soldiers and civilians but also shaped policies, social norms, and post-war recovery efforts. This article
delves into the sexual history of the world war era, exploring the multifaceted roles that sexuality
played during these turbulent times and how it impacted societies worldwide.

Understanding the Sexual History of the World War

The sexual history of the world war is not confined to the battlefield; it encompasses a broad
spectrum of experiences including sexual violence, prostitution, sexual health policies, and the
shifting roles of gender and sexuality under wartime pressures. Historians and sociologists today
recognize that to fully comprehend the social fabric during global conflicts, an investigation into
sexual behaviors and attitudes is indispensable.

Sexual dynamics during wartime were influenced by factors such as troop movements, prolonged
separations from families, and the breakdown of traditional social structures. Military camps and
occupied territories became hotbeds for sexual interaction, both consensual and coerced, challenging
pre-war norms and often exacerbating public health crises, particularly concerning sexually
transmitted infections (STIs).

Prostitution and Military Strategy

Prostitution played a pivotal role during both World War | and World War Il, often institutionalized to
serve the needs of large armies. Military authorities in various countries tacitly or explicitly regulated
prostitution to maintain troop morale while attempting to control the spread of STls.



In World War I, the French military, for example, established regulated brothels known as "maisons
tolérées," which were monitored for health and hygiene. Similarly, the British and American armies
grappled with how to balance soldiers’ sexual needs with public health concerns. The establishment
of military-run brothels or tolerated zones, particularly in conflict zones such as the Western Front and
later in Asia during World War I, became a controversial but widespread practice.

However, this system was not without its consequences. The exploitation of women, many of whom
were coerced or economically pressured into sex work, and the spread of diseases like syphilis and
gonorrhea posed significant challenges. The sexual history of the world war reveals that such policies
often dehumanized women, reflecting broader gender inequalities and societal attitudes toward
female sexuality.

Sexual Violence and War Crimes

One of the darkest aspects of the sexual history of the world war is the prevalence of sexual violence
during armed conflict. Mass rapes, forced prostitution, and sexual slavery were systematically
employed as tools of war in several theaters, with profound and lasting impacts on victims and
communities.

During World War II, notorious examples include the "comfort women" system implemented by the
Japanese Imperial Army, where tens of thousands of women from Korea, China, and Southeast Asia
were forced into sexual servitude. This historical atrocity has been the subject of ongoing political and
social debates, revealing the intersection of sexuality, power, and human rights abuses.

Similarly, in Eastern Europe, especially during the Nazi occupation, sexual violence was used as a
method of terror and subjugation. The sexual history of the world war thus encompasses these grim
realities, underscoring the need to acknowledge and document wartime sexual atrocities as part of
the broader historical record.

Sexual Health Policies and Medical Advances

The world wars prompted significant developments in sexual health policy and medicine. Facing
widespread STI outbreaks among troops, military medical corps implemented rigorous screening,
education, and treatment programs. The sexual history of the world war period highlights how these
efforts contributed to advancements in public health strategies.

During World War I, the introduction of prophylactic measures, such as the distribution of condoms
and the establishment of venereal disease clinics, marked a shift in military and civilian health policy.
By World War Il, these efforts had expanded, with improved antibiotics like penicillin playing a crucial
role in treating infections.

These medical advancements had broader societal implications. Post-war, many countries
incorporated lessons learned from military sexual health policies into civilian healthcare systems,
leading to more comprehensive sex education and STI prevention programs. The sexual history of the
world war thus intersects with the evolution of modern sexual health awareness and infrastructure.



Changing Gender Roles and Sexual Norms

The upheaval of global conflict catalyzed significant changes in gender roles and sexual norms. As
men were conscripted and sent to the frontlines, women entered the workforce in unprecedented
numbers, experiencing newfound independence that challenged traditional patriarchal structures.

This shift also influenced sexual behaviors and expectations. Wartime separation led to the formation
of relationships across social and cultural boundaries, sometimes resulting in increased acceptance of
previously taboo subjects such as premarital sex and extramarital affairs. Additionally, the sexual
history of the world war includes the emergence of new discourses around masculinity and femininity,
shaped by the demands of war and survival.

In some contexts, the war also provided spaces for marginalized sexual identities to gain visibility,
albeit often covertly. For example, there is evidence of same-sex relationships and communities
forming within military environments, revealing the complex interplay between sexuality and identity
during times of crisis.

Post-War Impact on Sexual Culture

The aftermath of the world wars left indelible marks on sexual culture globally. The sexual history of
the world war period reveals how wartime experiences influenced post-war attitudes, policies, and
social movements.

Veterans returning from battlefields brought with them altered perspectives on sexuality, intimacy,
and gender relations. The trauma of combat and the psychological effects of wartime sexual violence
also shaped personal and collective behaviors in peacetime.

Furthermore, the demographic imbalances caused by war casualties affected marriage patterns and
family structures. In some regions, the shortage of men led to changes in courtship customs and
increased agency for women in choosing partners.

The sexual history of the world war also paved the way for later discussions on sexual rights,
reproductive health, and gender equality. The visibility of sexual violence victims and the medical
responses to wartime sexual health crises helped seed early movements advocating for women's
rights and sexual autonomy in the mid-20th century.

Comparative Perspectives: World War I vs. World War Il

Comparing the sexual history of World War | and World War Il reveals both continuities and
transformations. While both conflicts witnessed the institutionalization of prostitution and the
prevalence of sexual violence, World War Il saw these phenomena on a much larger and more
systematized scale.

The technological advancements and global reach of World War Il intensified the impact on sexual
health, with more comprehensive medical interventions responding to higher rates of infection among
vastly larger armies. Moreover, the ideological underpinnings of World War Il, including racial and



ethnic policies, influenced the sexual violence perpetrated, particularly in occupied territories.

In contrast, World War I's sexual history was marked by the initial attempts to manage sexual
behavior within military ranks, setting precedents that would evolve significantly by the time of the
second global conflict. Understanding these differences provides insight into how warfare shapes
sexual dynamics over time.

Conclusion: Recognizing the Sexual History of the
World War

Exploring the sexual history of the world war offers a vital lens through which to understand the
broader human experience during global conflict. It reveals how sexuality intersects with power,
health, identity, and social change under the extraordinary circumstances of war. By investigating
these aspects with a neutral and analytical approach, historians and scholars can better appreciate
the profound and lasting effects that wartime sexual dynamics have had on societies worldwide.

As research continues to uncover personal narratives and institutional records, the sexual history of
the world war remains an essential field of study—one that challenges us to confront uncomfortable
truths and acknowledge the resilience and complexity of human sexuality in times of crisis.

Sexual History Of The World War

sexual history of the world war: The Sexual History of the World War Magnus Hirschfeld,
1934

sexual history of the world war: The Sexual History of the World War Magnus Hirschfeld,
Andreas Gaspar, 1937

sexual history of the world war: The Sexual History of the World War Magnus Hirschfeld,
1941

sexual history of the world war: The Sexual History of the World War Crichton Alison, 1944

sexual history of the world war: Touch and Intimacy in First World War Literature
Santanu Das, 2006-04-06 The First World War ravaged the male body on an unprecedented scale,
yet fostered moments of physical intimacy and tenderness among the soldiers in the trenches.
Touch, the most elusive and private of the senses, became central to war experience. War writing is
haunted by experiences of physical contact: from the muddy realities of the front to the emotional
intensity of trench life, to the traumatic obsession with the wounded body in nurses' memoirs.
Through extensive archival and historical research, analysing previously unknown letters and diaries
alongside literary writings by figures such as Owen and Brittain, Santanu Das recovers the sensuous
world of the First World War trenches and hospitals. This original and evocative study alters our
understanding of the period as well as of the body at war, and illuminates the perilous intimacy
between sense experience, emotion and language as we try to make meaning in times of crisis.

sexual history of the world war: Sexual Treason in Germany during the First World War
Lisa M. Todd, 2017-04-29 This book is the first comprehensive study of sexual lives in Germany and
occupied Europe during the First World War. Reconsidering sex in war brings to life a whole cast of
characters too often left out of the historical narrative: widowed women who worked as prostitutes,
fresh-faced recruits who experienced the war in a VD hospital, eugenicists who conflated sex and
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national decline, soldiers’ wives ostracized by neighbourhood rumour mills. By considering the
confluence of public discourse, state policy, and everyday life, Lisa M. Todd adds to the growing
body of knowledge on war and society in the twentieth century. By incorporating the 1914-1918
experience into the longer frame of the pre-war sex reform movement and the post-war Allied
occupation of the Rhineland, this book is able to more fully evaluate the impact of the war years on
the history of intimate relations in early twentieth-century Germany.

sexual history of the world war: Gender and History Susan Kingsley Kent, 2011-10-18 What is
gender and who has it? History, theory and gender are inextricably linked, but how exactly do they
fit together? How do historians use theories about gender to write history? In this jargon-free
introduction, Susan Kingsley Kent presents a student-friendly guide to the origins, conceptual
framework, subjectmatter and methods of gender history. Assuming no prior knowledge, Gender and
History: - Sets out clear definitions of theory, history and gender - Explains that gender is not solely
applicable to women, but to men as well - Tackles the hotly debated topic of power and gender
relations - Explores gender history from a variety of angles, including anthropology, psychology and
philosophy - Spans a broad chronological period, from the times of Aristotle to the present day -
Includes a helpful glossary that explains key terms and concepts at a glance Lively and
approachable, this is an essential text for anyone who wishes to learn how to use theories of gender
in their historical studies.

sexual history of the world war: What is Sexual History? Jeffrey Weeks, 2016-06-07 Until the
1970s the history of sexuality was a marginalized practice. Today it is a flourishing field,
increasingly integrated into the mainstream and producing innovative insights into the ways in
which societies shape and are shaped by sexual values, norms, identities and desires. In this book,
Jeffrey Weeks, one of the leading international scholars in the subject, sets out clearly and concisely
how sexual history has developed, and its implications for our understanding of the ways we live
today. The emergence of a new wave of feminism and lesbian and gay activism in the 1970s
transformed the subject, heavily influenced by new trends in social and cultural history, radical
sociological insights and the impact of Michel Foucault’s work. The result was an increasing
emphasis on the historical shaping of sexuality, and on the existence of many different sexual
meanings and cultures on a global scale. With chapters on, amongst others, lesbian, gay and queer
history, feminist sexual history, the mainstreaming of sexual history, and the globalization of sexual
history, What is Sexual History? is an indispensable guide to these developments.

sexual history of the world war: Gender and the Great War Susan R. Grayzel, Tammy M.
Proctor, 2017 The centenary of the First World War in 2014-18 offers an opportunity to reflect upon
the role of gender history in shaping our understanding of this pivotal international event. From the
moment of its outbreak, the gendered experiences of the war have been seen by contemporary
observers and postwar commentators and scholars as being especially significant for shaping how
the war can and must be understood. The negotiating of ideas about gender by women and men
across vast reaches of the globe characterizes this modern, instrumental conflict. Over the past
twenty-five years, as the scholarship on gender and this war has grown, there has never been a
forum such as the one presented here that placed so many of the varying threads of this complex
historiography into conversation with one another in a manner that is at once accessible and
provocative. Given the vast literature on the war itself, scholarship on gender and various themes
and topics provides students as well as scholars with a chance to think not only about the subject of
the war but also the methodological implications of how historians have approached it. While many
studies have addressed the national or transnational narrative of women in the war, none address
both femininity and masculinity, and the experiences of both women and men across the same
geographic scope as the studies presented in this volume.

sexual history of the world war: The Sexual History of the Global South Saskia Wieringa,
Horacio Sivori, 2013-04-11 The Sexual History of the Global South explores the gap between
sexuality studies and post-colonial cultural critique. Featuring twelve case studies, based on original
historical and ethnographic research from countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, the book



examines the sexual investments underlying the colonial project and the construction of modern
nation-states. Covering issues of heteronormativity, post-colonial amnesia regarding non-normative
sexualities, women's sexual agency, the policing of the boundaries between the public and the
private realm, sexual citizenship, the connections between LGBTQ activism and processes of state
formation, and the emergence of sexuality studies in the global South, this collection is of great
geographical, historical, and topical significance.

sexual history of the world war: The sexual history of the world war Magnus Hirschfeld, 1937

sexual history of the world war: In the Shadow of the Great War Jochen Bohler, Ota
Konréad, Rudolf Kucera, 2021-01-10 Whether victorious or not, Central European states faced
fundamental challenges after the First World War as they struggled to contain ongoing violence and
forge peaceful societies. This collection explores the various forms of violence these nations
confronted during this period, which effectively transformed the region into a laboratory for
state-building. Employing a bottom-up approach to understanding everyday life, these studies trace
the contours of individual and mass violence in the interwar era while illuminating their effects upon
politics, intellectual developments, and the arts.

sexual history of the world war: The Sexual Perspective Emmanuel Cooper, 2005-08-11
This ground-breaking work has been fully updated in detailing the painting, sculpture and
photography of gay or lesbian artists. Set in the context of current issues Cooper makes a vital con
tribution to debates on art, gender and sexuality.

sexual history of the world war: Sexual Misbehavior in the Civil War Thomas P. Lowry,
2006-10-12 Over three million young men left home, shouldered rifles, and set about killing one
another in the 1860s. Behind, they left wives and sweethearts. The 50,000 books about the war have
told us in meticulous detail about the strategy, tactics, weapons, uniforms, canteens, famous
generals, religious beliefs, personality quirks, fortifications, battles, sieges, gunboats, medical care,
and recruiting policies. The causes of the war have been endlessly analyzed. The surviving veterans
wrote hundreds of memoirs, sometimes inflating their own heroism and importance. What rarely
appears in this literature is any mention of sex, in spite of most soldiers being in their early twenties,
a time of manly vigor. The late 19th century brought the ascendancy of Victorian prudishness and
hypocrisy. The Comstock laws sent men to prison for mailing contraceptive advice. Just advice!
Whatever willingness there might have been to reveal wartime hanky-panky evaporated in the tenor
of the time and the admiring gaze of the veteran’s growing grandchildren. The following scene
would be unimaginable: the old veteran sits by the stove in the country store. His long white beard
covers his tattered vest. A faded medal graces his chest. On the floor are the shavings from his most
recent whittling. A tiny child pipes up: “Tell us about the war, grandpa.” “Well, Jimmy, there was this
pretty little whore in Memphis...” Never happen. Material collected twenty years ago resulted in the
author’s 1994 book, The Story the Soldiers Wouldn’t Tell - Sex in the Civil War, which presented
everything that was then known on the subject. There had been no previous book on Civil War sex.
Since then, the author and his wife, Beverly, have read over 90,000 court-martials and countless
letters and diary entries. What emerges is that sexual activity was far more common and public than
our previous research or any memoir had ever revealed. The records come from literally every
corner of the country: Key West, Washington Territory, Los Angeles, and Maine. The malfeasants are
both officers and enlisted men. The victims range from six-year girls to sixty-year old grandmothers.
The soldiers carried with them lewd books and obscene photos. Even more striking is the
universality of houses of prostitution. Every village and every city neighborhood has at least one
such—and everybody knew it. They knew the addresses of the houses. They knew the names of the
madams and the names of many of the “girls.” Most of the witnesses for the trials had visited the
houses, for the usual reasons. The military police tramped through the houses, looking for deserters.
Rape, thought to be rare during the war, was not that rare. An unexpected finding was that Union
soldiers, who were supposedly freeing the slaves, were quick to rape black women. An even more
surprising finding was that the Confederate army had a policy of not prosecuting rapists, whether
the victim was black or white. The inventor of the Graham cracker had, in 1834, written a book



claiming that masturbation caused severe illness, even death. This idea had taken root in the
medical profession and many army doctors testified that a defendant was not guilty because of
“insanity from self-abuse.” The Union army’s largest hospital listed dozens men, dead from
“masturbation.” The famous ship Monitor had a thick iron turret. In other such ships, the
sound-proof turret proved a convenient place for old sailors to rape young boys. A Union cavalry
colonel was tried for sexually assaulted both men and women. Evidence for Civil War homosexuality
was unknown until now. Even more astonishing stories appear in the records: sex with horses,
sheep, even with chickens and turkeys. There are records of obscene tattoos, foul cursing by
Winfield Scott Hancock, black and white mistresses of Confederate generals, even many records of
“fornication and bastardy” in the little village of Gettysburg. Ads fo

sexual history of the world war: American Sexual Character Miriam G. Reumann,
2005-03-07 When Alfred Kinsey's massive studies Sexual Behavior in the Human Male and Sexual
Behavior in the Human Female appeared in 1948 and 1953, their detailed data spurred an
unprecedented public discussion of the nation's sexual practices and ideologies. As they debated
what behaviors were normal or average, abnormal or deviant, Cold War Americans also celebrated
and scrutinized the state of their nation, relating apparent changes in sexuality to shifts in its
political structure, economy, and people. American Sexual Character employs the studies and the
myriad responses they evoked to examine national debates about sexuality, gender, and
Americanness after World War II. Focusing on the mutual construction of postwar ideas about
national identity and sexual life, this wide-ranging, shrewd, and lively analysis explores the many
uses to which these sex surveys were put at a time of extreme anxiety about sexual behavior and its
effects on the nation. Looking at real and perceived changes in masculinity, female sexuality,
marriage, and homosexuality, Miriam G. Reumann develops the notion of American sexual character,
sexual patterns and attitudes that were understood to be uniquely American and to reflect
contemporary transformations in politics, social life, gender roles, and culture. She considers how
apparent shifts in sexual behavior shaped the nation's workplaces, homes, and families, and how
these might be linked to racial and class differences.

sexual history of the world war: Stormtrooper Families Andrew Wackerfuss, 2015-08-18
Based on extensive archival work, Stormtrooper Families combines stormtrooper personnel records,
Nazi Party autobiographies, published and unpublished memoirs, personal letters, court records,
and police-surveillance records to paint a picture of the stormtrooper movement as an organic
product of its local community, its web of interpersonal relationships, and its intensely emotional
internal struggles. Extensive analysis of Nazi-era media across the political spectrum shows how the
public debate over homosexuality proved just as important to political outcomes as did the actual
presence of homosexuals in fascist and antifascist politics. As children in the late-imperial period,
the stormtroopers witnessed the first German debates over homosexuality and political life. As
young adults, they verbally and physically battled over these definitions, bringing conflicts over
homosexuality and masculinity into the center of Weimar Germany's most important political
debates. Stormtrooper Families chronicles the stormtroopers' personal, political, and sexual
struggles to explain not only how individual gay men existed within the Nazi movement but also how
the public meaning of homosexuality affected fascist and antifascist politics—a public controversy
still alive today.

sexual history of the world war: Palgrave Advances in the Modern History of Sexuality
M. Houlbrook, H. Cocks, 2005-10-26 Palgrave Advances in the Modern History of Sexuality offers a
comprehensive and accessible overview of historical debate in the history of European and American
sexuality since c. 1750. Each chapter explores in detail one theme, such as race, pornography,
marriage, science or religion, which historians have seen as essential to writing the history of
sexuality. The book therefore not only offers a broad introduction to the state of the art, but also
suggests new directions for research and debate.

sexual history of the world war: The City Aroused Damon Scott, 2024-01-02 A history of San
Francisco that studies change in the postwar urban landscape in relation to the city's queer culture.



The City Aroused is a lively history of urban development and its influence on queer political identity
in postwar San Francisco. By reconstructing the planning and queer history of waterfront drinking
establishments, Damon Scott shows that urban renewal was a catalyst for community organizing
among racially diverse operators and patrons with far-reaching implications for the national gay
rights movement. Following the exclusion of suspected homosexuals from the maritime trades in
West Coast ports in the early 1950s, seamen’s hangouts in the city came to resemble gay bars. Local
officials responded by containing the influx of gay men to a strip of bars on the central waterfront
while also making plans to raze and rebuild the area. This practice ended when city redevelopment
officials began acquiring land in the early 1960s. Aided by law enforcement, they put these queer
social clubs out of business, replacing them with heteronormative, desexualized land uses that
served larger postwar urban development goals. Scott argues that this shift from queer containment
to displacement aroused a collective response among gay and transgender drinking publics who
united in solidarity to secure a place in the rapidly changing urban landscape.

sexual history of the world war: Gay Men and the Sexual History of the Political Left Gert
Hekma, Harry Oosterhuis, 1995 Chapter authors are internationally recognized scholars who
analyze key developments of the attitudes and policies of leftist thinkers, parties, and regimes
toward homosexuality in Western Europe, the Soviet Union, and the United States.

sexual history of the world war: Encyclopedia of Gay Histories and Cultures George
Haggerty, 2013-11-05 First Published in 2000. A rich heritage that needs to be documented
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