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Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed Instructions: A Complete Guide to a Healthy
Lawn

scotts winterguard weed and feed instructions are essential for homeowners
looking to protect their lawns from winter weeds while providing the
necessary nutrients for a strong, healthy turf. This product combines a
selective herbicide with fertilizer, designed specifically to combat winter
annual weeds such as chickweed, henbit, and annual bluegrass, while feeding
your lawn to prepare it for the colder months ahead. Understanding how to
apply Scotts WinterGuard correctly can make all the difference in maintaining
a lush, weed-free lawn come spring.

Understanding Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed

Before diving into the application process, it'’s important to understand what
Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed actually does. Unlike traditional weed and
feed products meant for spring or summer use, WinterGuard is formulated for
application during the fall and early winter months. This timing targets
winter weeds at their most vulnerable stage, helping to prevent them from
taking over your lawn.

What Makes WinterGuard Different?

WinterGuard uses a unique combination of fertilizer and herbicides that work
synergistically. The fertilizer provides your grass with essential nutrients
like nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, which strengthen the roots and
promote growth. Meanwhile, the herbicide targets pesky winter weeds without
harming your grass, making it an effective solution for controlling weeds
that thrive in cooler temperatures.

Why Use Weed and Feed in Late Fall?

Applying weed and feed in late fall might seem counterintuitive because the
lawn’s growth slows during colder months. However, this is the optimal time
to target winter weeds before they spread. Additionally, fertilizing during
this period helps your grass store nutrients that will support vigorous
spring growth. Scotts WinterGuard is designed to be safe and effective during
these cooler months, unlike other products that might stress your lawn.



Step-by-Step Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed
Instructions

Applying Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed properly is crucial for maximum
effectiveness and lawn safety. Here’'s a detailed guide on how to use this
product correctly.

1. Choose the Right Time

Timing is everything with WinterGuard. The best window for application is
when daytime temperatures range between 50°F and 70°F, typically between late
September and November, depending on your region. Avoid applying if
temperatures are expected to drop below freezing within 24 hours or if
there’s heavy rain forecasted.

2. Prepare Your Lawn

Before application, mow your lawn to a normal height and remove any leaves,
debris, or thatch buildup. This ensures better contact between the product
and the weeds as well as uniform coverage.

3. Calibrate Your Spreader

To apply Scotts WinterGuard effectively, use a broadcast or drop spreader.
Refer to the product’s packaging for the recommended spreader settings.
Proper calibration helps prevent over-application, which can damage your lawn
or lead to runoff issues.

4. Apply Evenly

Walk at a steady pace while applying the product to ensure even distribution.
For best results, apply in two directions—first in a north-south pattern,
then east-west—to cover the lawn thoroughly.

5. Water the Lawn

After application, lightly water your lawn with about a quarter-inch of
water. This helps activate the herbicide and fertilizer and reduces the risk
of the granules burning the grass.



6. Avoid Disturbing the Lawn

Try to keep off your lawn for at least 24 hours after applying WinterGuard to
allow the product to absorb fully. Avoid mowing for 48 hours unless the grass
has grown significantly.

Tips for Maximizing the Effectiveness of Scotts
WinterGuard

Getting the best results from your weed and feed application requires a
little extra care and attention beyond just following the basic instructions.

Monitor Weather Conditions

Applying WinterGuard during rainy or extremely dry conditions can reduce its
effectiveness. Plan your application on a calm day with mild temperatures and
clear weather to ensure the product works as intended.

Know Your Lawn Type

WinterGuard is formulated primarily for cool-season grasses like Kentucky
bluegrass, fescues, and perennial ryegrass. Applying it on warm-season
grasses such as Bermuda or St. Augustine may cause damage. Always check the
label to confirm compatibility.

Combine with Lawn Care Practices

Weed and feed is just one part of a comprehensive lawn care routine. Aerate
your lawn annually to improve soil health, and overseed thin areas in the
fall to promote thick, resilient turf that naturally resists weeds.

Store the Product Properly

Keep your Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed in a cool, dry place away from
children and pets. Proper storage ensures the product remains effective for
future applications.



Common Mistakes to Avoid When Using WinterGuard

Even with the best intentions, some common errors can undermine the success
of your weed and feed application.

e Applying Too Early or Too Late: Applying before weeds emerge or after
they’'ve matured can limit control effectiveness.

e Overwatering: Excessive watering after application can wash away the
product, reducing its weed-fighting power.

e Ignoring Label Instructions: Each product has specific guidelines;
ignoring them can harm your lawn or be ineffective.

e Using on Dormant Lawns: Avoid applying WinterGuard when your lawn is
completely dormant, as the grass won’t absorb nutrients or herbicides
properly.

Environmental and Safety Considerations

While Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed is formulated to be safe when used as
directed, it’s important to be mindful of environmental and safety factors.

Protect Water Sources

Prevent the product from entering storm drains, lakes, or streams.
Fertilizers and herbicides can harm aquatic ecosystems, so avoid application
near water bodies and clean up any granules that fall on paved surfaces.

Use Protective Gear

When applying, wear gloves and avoid direct contact with skin. Wash hands
thoroughly after use, and keep pets and children off treated areas until it
has dried or after recommended waiting periods.

Follow Local Regulations

Some regions have restrictions on fertilizer and pesticide use during certain
times of the year. Check local guidelines before applying Scotts WinterGuard



to stay compliant with any rules designed to protect the environment.

How Scotts WinterGuard Fits into Your Year-
Round Lawn Care

Integrating Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed into your lawn care schedule can
significantly improve the health and appearance of your grass. By tackling
weeds in the fall and feeding your lawn before winter, you'’re giving turf the
advantage needed to thrive when spring arrives.

Pair WinterGuard with spring and summer fertilization, proper watering, and
routine mowing to create a holistic approach to lawn maintenance. Over time,
this strategy helps build a dense lawn that naturally resists weeds and
withstands seasonal stresses.

Using Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed as directed not only saves time and
effort but also reduces the need for harsher chemical treatments in the
future. A well-fed and weed-free lawn is easier to maintain, looks better,
and adds value to your home.

By understanding the nuances of application timing, lawn type compatibility,
and environmental safety, homeowners can confidently use Scotts WinterGuard
Weed and Feed to maintain a beautiful yard through the colder months and
beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

When is the best time to apply Scotts WinterGuard
Weed and Feed?

The best time to apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed is during the fall,
typically when the grass is still actively growing and temperatures are
between 50°F and 70°F.

How much Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed should I
use per 1,000 square feet?

You should apply 4.1 pounds of Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed per 1,000
square feet for optimal weed control and fertilization.

Can I apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed on a
newly seeded lawn?

No, you should avoid applying Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed on newly



seeded lawns. Wait until the new grass has been mowed at least three times
before application.

Should I water my lawn before or after applying
Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed?

You should apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed to a dry lawn and then
water it lightly after application to activate the product and help it
penetrate the soil.

How often can I apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and
Feed?

Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed is typically applied once in the fall
season. Repeated applications within the same season are not recommended.

Is Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed safe for all
types of grass?

Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed is safe for most cool-season grasses such as
Kentucky bluegrass, fescues, and ryegrass. Always check the label for
specific grass type recommendations.

What weeds does Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed
control?

Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed controls common broadleaf weeds like
dandelions, clover, chickweed, and other common lawn weeds.

How do I apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed
using a spreader?

Set your spreader to the recommended setting on the bag (usually around 4.5
for Scotts drop spreaders) and apply the product evenly across your lawn in
overlapping passes.

Can I apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed during
rainy weather?

It is best to apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed when no rain is expected
for at least 24 hours to prevent runoff and ensure the product has time to
absorb into the soil.

What precautions should I take after applying Scotts



WinterGuard Weed and Feed?

After application, keep children and pets off the treated lawn until the
product has been watered in and the lawn is dry to avoid exposure.

Additional Resources

Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed Instructions: A Detailed Guide for Effective
Lawn Care

scotts winterguard weed and feed instructions are essential for homeowners
aiming to maintain a healthy, weed-free lawn throughout the colder months.
This product combines the benefits of weed control with nutrient feeding,
specifically formulated to prepare grass for winter dormancy while targeting
common broadleaf weeds. Understanding the application process, optimal
timing, and environmental considerations is crucial for maximizing the
efficacy of Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed, making it a popular choice
among lawn care enthusiasts and professionals alike.

Understanding Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed

Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed is designed as a dual-purpose lawn treatment
that not only feeds your grass but also controls weeds effectively during the
cooler months. Unlike traditional weed and feed products intended for spring
or summer application, WinterGuard is formulated to work when the grass is
preparing to enter dormancy. This unique timing helps strengthen the root
system and controls weeds that typically thrive in the fall and early winter.

The product contains a blend of nitrogen fertilizers and selective
herbicides. The nitrogen component aids in building carbohydrate reserves
within the grass roots, which are vital for winter survival and early spring
green-up. Meanwhile, the herbicide targets stubborn broadleaf weeds such as
dandelions, chickweed, and clover, which can persist and spread if left
untreated.

Key Features of Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed

e Seasonal Formulation: Specifically designed for fall and early winter
application, unlike general weed and feed products.

e Selective Herbicide Action: Targets broadleaf weeds without damaging
turfgrass species.

e Winter Preparation: Enhances grass root strength and nutrient reserves



for better cold tolerance.

e Easy Application: Compatible with broadcast spreaders, allowing uniform
coverage.

e Extended Control: Provides weed control benefits that last into the
winter months.

Proper Application: Scotts WinterGuard Weed and
Feed Instructions

Applying Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed correctly is critical to achieving
the best results and avoiding lawn damage. The instructions emphasize timing,
weather conditions, and spreader calibration to ensure even distribution.

When to Apply

Timing is paramount when using this product. Scotts recommends applying
WinterGuard Weed and Feed when daytime temperatures consistently fall between
50°F and 70°F, generally in mid to late fall before the first hard freeze.
This temperature window allows the herbicides to be absorbed effectively by
weeds and permits the fertilizer to enhance root development without
encouraging excessive top growth.

Step-by-Step Application Process

1. Prepare Your Lawn: Mow your grass to a normal height and remove any
debris such as leaves or sticks to ensure clear access to the soil
surface.

2. Calibrate Your Spreader: Check the settings on your broadcast or drop
spreader according to the product label to apply the recommended amount
uniformly.

3. Apply Evenly: Walk at a steady pace, overlapping slightly to prevent
missed spots or double application.

4. Water Lightly: After application, water the lawn lightly to activate the
fertilizer and herbicide, but avoid overwatering which can cause runoff.

5. Avoid Mowing: Refrain from mowing for at least 24-48 hours post-
application to allow the product to settle and absorb.



Safety and Environmental Considerations

While Scotts WinterGuard is formulated for selective weed control, users
should take care to prevent application on windy days or before heavy rain to
minimize drift and runoff. The product contains herbicides that can affect
non-target plants, so it’s important to avoid treating ornamental gardens or
nearby water bodies. Wearing protective gloves and eyewear during application
is recommended to reduce personal exposure.

Comparing Scotts WinterGuard to Other Weed and
Feed Products

In the landscape of weed and feed options, Scotts WinterGuard stands out due
to its specialized cold-season formulation. Many competitors offer products
aimed at spring or summer use, focusing on rapid green-up and weed control
during high-growth periods. However, these products may not provide the root-
strengthening benefits required for winter survival.

For instance, Scotts Turf Builder Weed and Feed targets warm-season weeds and
promotes lush summer growth but may encourage top growth unsuitable for fall
application. Conversely, WinterGuard'’s nutrient profile emphasizes potassium
and slow-release nitrogen, enhancing root health without excessive leaf
growth.

Pros and Cons of Using Scotts WinterGuard Weed and
Feed

* Pros:

[¢]

Effective broadleaf weed control during fall and early winter.

[¢]

Enhances root development for improved winter hardiness.

[¢]

Reduces weed competition, improving spring lawn appearance.

o

Easy to apply with standard spreaders.

e Cons:

o Limited to specific temperature windows for best results.



o Not suitable for all grass types, particularly warm-season grasses
in some regions.

o Requires adherence to safety guidelines to prevent off-target
damage.

Maximizing Results with Scotts WinterGuard:
Tips and Best Practices

To get the most out of Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed, lawn owners should
consider integrating the product into a comprehensive fall lawn care routine.
Aeration before application can improve nutrient uptake, while overseeding
can help fill in bare patches for a denser turf in spring.

Additionally, monitoring soil pH and adjusting it if necessary can enhance
fertilizer effectiveness. Testing kits are available to measure pH levels,
with a target range of 6.0 to 7.0 for most cool-season grasses.

Environmental Impact and Responsible Use

While herbicides are effective tools, responsible use is paramount to
minimize environmental impact. Limiting applications to recommended rates and
timing reduces the risk of chemical runoff into waterways. Incorporating
organic lawn care practices alongside chemical treatments can also promote
sustainable lawn health.

By understanding and following the specific Scotts WinterGuard weed and feed
instructions, homeowners can support their lawn's health during the
challenging winter months while keeping weeds at bay without compromising
environmental safety.

The precision and science behind Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed make it a
valuable asset for fall lawn care. When applied correctly, it not only curbs
stubborn winter weeds but also prepares your turfgrass for a vibrant, healthy
resurgence come spring. This dual-action approach—combining weed control with
essential winter nutrition-reflects a sophisticated strategy in lawn
maintenance, underscoring the importance of season-specific treatments in
achieving optimal results.
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