robert kaplan the coming anarchy

Robert Kaplan and The Coming Anarchy: A Deep Dive into Global Disorder

robert kaplan the coming anarchy is a phrase that immediately brings to mind a vivid
and somewhat unsettling vision of the future—a world where traditional geopolitical
boundaries fade and new forms of chaos emerge. Kaplan, a renowned geopolitical analyst
and author, first articulated this provocative concept in his 1994 essay titled "The Coming
Anarchy," published in The Atlantic Monthly. His insights have influenced how many
scholars, policymakers, and readers perceive the evolving nature of global conflict and
instability.

In this article, we'll explore Robert Kaplan's ideas, unpack the core themes of "The Coming
Anarchy," and consider how his predictions resonate in today’s geopolitical landscape.
Along the way, we’ll also touch upon related concepts such as failed states, environmental
degradation, and the shifting nature of power in the 21st century.

The Origins of Robert Kaplan’s "The Coming
Anarchy"

Robert Kaplan emerged in the 1990s as one of the most insightful geopolitical thinkers,
often blending travel writing with sharp political analysis. "The Coming Anarchy," his
landmark essay, was groundbreaking because it challenged the optimistic post-Cold War
narrative. Instead of envisioning a world moving toward peace and cooperation, Kaplan
warned of growing disorder fueled by environmental decline, population pressure, and
ethnic strife.

Context of the 1990s

The early 1990s were a period marked by the collapse of the Soviet Union and a wave of
democratization. Many believed that liberal democracy and capitalism would soon
dominate globally, bringing stability and prosperity. Kaplan, however, saw a different trend
beneath the surface. Drawing on his extensive travels through West Africa and other
regions, he noticed signs of social decay, lawlessness, and competition over scarce
resources.

His essay portrayed a future where traditional nation-states might collapse under the strain
of internal conflicts, leading to zones of disorder and violence. This was a stark contrast to
the prevailing optimism of the time.

Core Themes of The Coming Anarchy

Kaplan’s essay is rich with themes that remain relevant. Here are some of the central ideas



that make "The Coming Anarchy" a must-read for anyone interested in global affairs.

Environmental Degradation and Resource Scarcity

One of Kaplan’s key arguments is that environmental degradation—deforestation, soil
erosion, desertification—would exacerbate conflicts. As natural resources become scarcer,
competition intensifies, especially in fragile states where governance is weak. This theme is
echoed in many contemporary discussions about climate change and its impact on security.

Population Pressure and Urbanization

Kaplan observed rapid population growth in certain regions, particularly in Africa, which he
linked to increasing urbanization and migration. Overcrowded cities often lack
infrastructure and basic services, creating fertile ground for crime and political instability.
His warnings about these demographic shifts have been echoed in subsequent analyses of
urban conflict zones.

Breakdown of Traditional Nation-States

Perhaps the most provocative aspect of Kaplan’s thesis is the prediction that traditional
nation-states may lose their grip on power. He foresaw the rise of “zones of anarchy” where
central governments are unable to enforce law and order. These areas might be controlled
by warlords, militias, or criminal networks, challenging the Westphalian model of sovereign
states.

How Robert Kaplan’s Ildeas Influence Modern
Geopolitical Thought

Kaplan’s "The Coming Anarchy" has not only shaped academic discourse but also
influenced policymakers and strategic thinkers worldwide. His emphasis on non-traditional
security threats—such as environmental issues and internal violence—pushed the
conversation beyond classic interstate warfare.

Impact on Security and Foreign Policy

In the years following the publication of "The Coming Anarchy," governments and
international organizations began to pay closer attention to fragile states and failed
governance. Kaplan’s insights helped highlight that instability in one region could have
ripple effects globally, influencing migration patterns, terrorism, and economic disruption.



Relation to Modern Concepts of Hybrid Warfare and
Non-State Actors

Kaplan’s prediction about zones of lawlessness resonates with today’s understanding of
hybrid warfare, where state and non-state actors use a mix of conventional and
unconventional tactics. The rise of militias, insurgent groups, and transnational criminal
organizations can be seen as manifestations of the anarchy Kaplan described.

Critiques and Reassessments of The Coming
Anarchy

No influential work is without its critics. Some have argued that Kaplan’s vision was overly
pessimistic or deterministic. While certain regions have faced severe challenges, others
have seen remarkable progress in governance, economic development, and conflict
resolution.

Overemphasis on Disorder?

Critics suggest that Kaplan’s focus on chaos and failure might underplay the capacity of
societies to adapt and innovate. For instance, African nations have demonstrated resilience
and growth contrary to the bleak scenarios painted in the 1990s.

Evolution of Global Challenges

While some of Kaplan’s predictions hold, new challenges have emerged that were less
prominent in his essay, such as cyber warfare, the global pandemic, and the rise of China
as a global power. These factors add complexity to the idea of “anarchy” but also show the
evolving nature of global risks.

Lessons from Robert Kaplan’s The Coming
Anarchy for Today

Despite the debates, Kaplan’'s work offers valuable lessons for understanding current global
dynamics, especially in a world where traditional geopolitical assumptions are constantly
challenged.

Recognizing Fragile States and Preventing Collapse



One practical takeaway is the need to identify and support fragile states before they
descend into chaos. International efforts in peacebuilding, development aid, and
governance reform are crucial to avoiding the spread of instability Kaplan warned about.

Integrating Environmental Security into Policy

Kaplan’s emphasis on environmental degradation as a driver of conflict underscores the
importance of integrating ecological concerns into security policy. Climate change
adaptation and sustainable resource management are now recognized as critical to
preventing future crises.

Understanding the Complexity of Modern Conflicts

Kaplan’s insights remind us that conflicts today are rarely straightforward. They often
involve multiple actors with overlapping interests and grievances. Approaching such
complexity requires nuanced strategies beyond traditional military solutions.

Exploring Robert Kaplan’s Broader Work and
Influence

While "The Coming Anarchy" stands out as his most famous essay, Robert Kaplan’s broader
body of work continues to engage readers interested in geopolitics and international
relations.

Travel Writing Meets Geopolitics

Kaplan’s unique blend of vivid travel narratives and geopolitical analysis offers a rich
perspective on global affairs. His books, such as "Balkan Ghosts" and "The Revenge of
Geography," explore how history, culture, and geography intertwine to shape political
realities.

Continued Relevance in a Changing World

In an era marked by great power competition, climate crises, and social upheavals,
Kaplan’s reflections on anarchy and disorder remain a useful lens. They encourage readers
to look beyond headlines and consider deeper structural forces at play.

Robert Kaplan’s concept of "the coming anarchy" challenges us to rethink assumptions
about global stability. By highlighting the vulnerabilities within states and the interplay of



environmental and social factors, Kaplan provides a framework to understand the new and
evolving threats of our time. Whether one agrees fully with his thesis or not, engaging with
his ideas enriches the conversation about the future of international order and security.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robert Kaplan, the author of 'The Coming
Anarchy'?

Robert Kaplan is an American author and geopolitical analyst known for his writings on
international affairs, including his influential essay 'The Coming Anarchy' published in 1994.

What is the central thesis of Robert Kaplan's 'The
Coming Anarchy'?

The central thesis of 'The Coming Anarchy' is that environmental degradation,
overpopulation, and social decay will lead to increased chaos, conflict, and the breakdown
of traditional political structures, particularly in the developing world.

When was 'The Coming Anarchy' essay by Robert
Kaplan published?

‘The Coming Anarchy' was originally published in 1994 in The Atlantic Monthly magazine.

How did Robert Kaplan's 'The Coming Anarchy'
influence geopolitical thought?

Kaplan's essay influenced geopolitical thought by highlighting non-traditional security
threats such as environmental stress, resource scarcity, and social fragmentation, shifting
focus from state-centric conflicts to broader issues affecting global stability.

What regions does Robert Kaplan focus on in ‘The
Coming Anarchy'?

Kaplan focuses on regions such as West Africa and other parts of the developing world
where environmental degradation and political instability are leading to social collapse and
increased violence.

What role does environmental degradation play in 'The
Coming Anarchy'?

Environmental degradation is portrayed as a key driver of social unrest and political
instability, contributing to resource scarcity, displacement, and conflict in vulnerable
regions.



Is 'The Coming Anarchy' considered a prediction or a
warning?

‘The Coming Anarchy' is considered more of a warning about potential future challenges
arising from environmental and social issues that could undermine global security if left
unaddressed.

How has 'The Coming Anarchy' been received by critics
and scholars?

The essay has been both praised for its foresight and criticized for its pessimistic tone and
for potentially oversimplifying complex social dynamics by focusing heavily on collapse
scenarios.

Has Robert Kaplan expanded on the ideas in ‘'The
Coming Anarchy' in his later work?

Yes, Kaplan has expanded on themes of geopolitical instability, environmental challenges,
and cultural conflicts in his subsequent books and articles, continuing to explore the
implications of global change.

Additional Resources

Robert Kaplan The Coming Anarchy: An Analytical Review of Geopolitical Forecasting

robert kaplan the coming anarchy is a phrase that resonates deeply within the fields of
geopolitical analysis and international relations. Kaplan’s influential 1994 article, "The
Coming Anarchy," published in The Atlantic, marked a paradigm shift in the way scholars
and policymakers perceive the global security landscape post-Cold War. This piece delved
into the impending challenges posed by environmental degradation, population pressures,
and the erosion of traditional state authority, forecasting a world increasingly defined by
chaos and conflict rather than the stability many had anticipated after the Cold War’s end.

In this article, we undertake a comprehensive examination of Robert Kaplan’s thesis in "The
Coming Anarchy," exploring its core arguments, the context in which it was written, its
relevance today, and the critiques and endorsements it has attracted. We also situate
Kaplan’s work within broader discourses on failed states, environmental security, and the
shifting nature of global power, integrating relevant LS| keywords such as geopolitical
instability, post-Cold War security, environmental degradation, and fragile states.

The Context and Core Thesis of "The Coming
Anarchy"

When Robert Kaplan penned "The Coming Anarchy," the world was undergoing significant
transformation. The bipolar world order, dominated by the United States and the Soviet



Union, had just dissolved, leaving a power vacuum and uncertain future. Kaplan argued
that the anticipated era of peace and democracy might instead give way to a period
marked by disorder, fueled by socio-economic decay and environmental stress.

At its core, Kaplan’s thesis warned of a global security environment increasingly shaped by:

e Resource scarcity and environmental degradation
e Population pressures leading to mass migrations and urban decay
e The rise of fragmented, failing, or collapsed states

e The proliferation of violent non-state actors and warlordism

Kaplan’s use of West Africa as a case study illustrated how these dynamics could unfold,
showing how environmental decline and social tensions were eroding state authority and
creating zones of lawlessness.

Geopolitical Instability and Failed States

One of the critical contributions of Robert Kaplan the coming anarchy has made to
geopolitical discourse is the spotlight placed on failed states. Kaplan’s analysis predicted
that the disintegration of state power in certain regions would lead to a multiplication of
political violence, undermining international stability. This forecast gained relevance with
the later emergence of failed or fragile states such as Somalia, Liberia, and Afghanistan.

Fragile states, characterized by weak governance, corruption, and inability to provide basic
services, have become a focal point for international security concerns. Kaplan’s argument
preempted the growing recognition that non-traditional security threats—such as civil war,
terrorism, and transnational crime—would dominate the 21st century security agenda.

Environmental Degradation as a Security Threat

Robert Kaplan’s prescient focus on environmental factors as catalysts for conflict was
among the first to integrate ecological challenges into security analysis. He argued that
deforestation, desertification, and the depletion of freshwater resources could exacerbate
competition and trigger violent confrontations, particularly in regions already vulnerable
due to political instability.

This environmental dimension resonates with current debates on climate security, where
scholars and policymakers acknowledge the links between climate change, resource
scarcity, and conflict. Kaplan’s framing helped broaden the definition of security beyond
traditional military concerns to include ecological and human security.



Comparative Perspectives: Kaplan’s Vision
Versus Other Geopolitical Forecasts

While Robert Kaplan the coming anarchy painted a rather bleak picture of post-Cold War
international affairs, it is essential to contrast his perspective with other contemporary and
subsequent forecasts.

e Francis Fukuyama’s "End of History": Fukuyama optimistically argued that liberal
democracy would inevitably become the global norm, leading to peace and stability.
Kaplan’s thesis, by contrast, highlighted the persistence of disorder and
fragmentation.

e Samuel Huntington’s "Clash of Civilizations": Huntington foresaw cultural and
civilizational conflicts as the main source of future wars, whereas Kaplan emphasized
ecological and state failure factors.

e Contemporary Climate Security Analysis: Modern research corroborates Kaplan’s
emphasis on environmental stress but integrates it within a broader framework of
global interdependence and technological adaptation.

This comparative framework underscores the uniqueness of Kaplan’s contribution: an early,
interdisciplinary approach to predicting modern conflict drivers that go beyond ideological
or cultural explanations.

Critiques and Limitations of Kaplan’s Thesis

Despite its influence, Robert Kaplan the coming anarchy has faced criticism on several
fronts. Some scholars argue that Kaplan’s predictions were overly deterministic and
pessimistic, underestimating the resilience of states and international institutions. For
example:

1. Overemphasis on Chaos: Critics suggest Kaplan’s narrative overstates the
inevitability of anarchy, neglecting instances where states have successfully adapted
to pressures.

2. Neglect of Global Cooperation: The role of international organizations and
multilateral efforts in mitigating conflict and environmental challenges is less
emphasized in Kaplan’s work.

3. Western-Centric Lens: Some accuse Kaplan of a Western-centric perspective that
may overlook local agency and complex socio-political dynamics in regions like West
Africa.



Nonetheless, many analysts acknowledge that Kaplan’s article served as a wake-up call,
prompting policymakers to consider broader and more complex security challenges beyond
traditional military threats.

Robert Kaplan’s Legacy and the Relevance of
"The Coming Anarchy" Today

More than two decades after its publication, Robert Kaplan the coming anarchy remains a
seminal reference point for understanding contemporary global challenges. The
proliferation of fragile states, ongoing environmental crises, and the rise of non-state
violent actors underscore the continued relevance of Kaplan’s warnings.

In today’s geopolitical climate, with the resurgence of great power competition alongside
persistent regional conflicts and climate-induced displacement, Kaplan’s insights provide a
valuable lens for policymakers and scholars alike. His work encourages a multidisciplinary
approach, blending environmental science, political economy, and security studies.

Moreover, Kaplan went on to expand his analysis in subsequent books and essays,
reinforcing his reputation as a leading geopolitical thinker who challenges complacency

about international order. His predictive focus on chaos and disorder has influenced fields
ranging from counterterrorism to environmental security policy.

Implications for Future Geopolitical Analysis

The themes introduced by Robert Kaplan the coming anarchy continue to shape the
trajectory of geopolitical research. Analysts today increasingly recognize the importance of:
* Integrating environmental variables into risk assessments and conflict forecasting
e Understanding the multifaceted causes of state failure beyond ethnicity or ideology

¢ Anticipating the impact of demographic shifts and urbanization on security

e Addressing the governance challenges posed by non-state actors and transnational
networks

As global challenges evolve, Kaplan’s work serves both as a cautionary tale and a call for
comprehensive, nuanced analysis in a world where traditional boundaries between war and
peace, state and non-state, environment and security are increasingly blurred.

Robert Kaplan the coming anarchy encapsulates a critical moment in geopolitical thought,
marking a transition from a post-Cold War optimism to a sober recognition of the
complexities and vulnerabilities that define the modern international system.



Robert Kaplan The Coming Anarchy

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: The Coming Anarchy Robert D. Kaplan, 2001-02-13
Robert Kaplan, bestselling author of Balkan Ghosts, offers up scrupulous, far-ranging insights on the
world to come in a spirited, rousing, and provocative book that has earned a place at the top of the
reading lists of the world's policy makers. The end of the Cold War has not ushered in the global
peace and prosperity that many had anticipated. Volatile new democracies in Eastern Europe, fierce
tribalism in Africa, civil war and ethnic violence in the Near East, and widespread famine and
disease—not to mention the brutal rift developing as wealthy nations reap the benefits of seemingly
boundless technology while other parts of the world slide into chaos—are among the issues Kaplan
identifies as the most important for charting the future of geopolitics. Historical antecedents in
Gibbon's Decline and Fall and in the legacies of statesmen such as Henry Kissinger contribute to this
bracingly prophetic framework for addressing the new global reality. Bold, erudite, and profoundly
important, The Coming Anarchy is a compelling must-read by one of today's most penetrating
writers and provocative minds.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Why America's Top Pundits Are Wrong Catherine
Besteman, Hugh Gusterson, 2005-01-17 This absorbing collection of essays subjects such popular
commentators as Thomas Friedman, Samuel Huntington, Robert Kaplan, and Dinesh D'Souza to
cold, hard scrutiny and finds that their writing is often misleadingly simplistic, culturally
ill-informed, and politically dangerous. Mixing critical reflection with insights from their own
fieldwork, twelve distinguished anthropologists respond by offering fresh perspectives on
globalization, ethnic violence, social justice, and the biological roots of behavior. They take on such
topics as the collapse of Yugoslavia, the consumer practices of the American poor, American foreign
policy in the Balkans, and contemporary debates over race, welfare, and violence against women. In
the clear, vigorous prose of the pundits themselves, these contributors reveal the hollowness of what
often passes as prevailing wisdom and passionately demonstrate the need for a humanistically
complex and democratic understanding of the contemporary world.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: The Coming Anarchy Robert D. Kaplan, 1994

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: 2030, the Coming Tumult Richard M. Mosey, 2009 The
short-term benefits of unlimited growth are driving the American economic and social model right
off a cliff. The author shows how corporations drown out scientists and global elites prosper during
economic collapse. He explores the role of monotheistic religions in abetting population growth and
downplaying human agency in the current unprecedented crisis and charts the effects of increasing
poverty, population migration, and social tension.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: The Coming Anarchy Robert D. Kaplan, 1994

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Rethinking Environmental Protection Phillip F.
Cramer, 2000-01-01 Despite widespread popular support for environmental action, Phillip F. Cramer
argues that current U.S. environmental policy approaches fail to address the real threat of
environmental insecurity. Cramer traces this failure to a reluctance to recognize and address the
interconnectedness of natural forces--just as all elements within the environment are linked, so too
should our perspectives on, and responses to, environmental degradation be linked. In this book
Cramer provides an innovative holistic approach to environmental protection that incorporates the
best lessons learned from the fields of biology, ethics, philosophy, political science, law, ecology, and
international relations. He especially advocates local action and, providing illustrative examples,
demonstrates how local action around the world is most effective when carried out within a global
framework that supports information dissemination and international coordination. This book will
energize to thought and action any scholar, student, or general reader concerned with
environmental issues and our current trajectory toward environmental decay.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: The Environment in Anthropology Nora Haenn,
Richard Wilk, 2006 Presenting ecology and current environmental studies from an anthropological



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/robert-kaplan-the-coming-anarchy.pdf

point of view, this book gives readers a strong intellectual foundation as well as offering practical
tools for solving environmental problems.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Coming anarchy Robert D. Kaplan, 2005

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: The End of the American Era Charles Kupchan,
2007-12-18 Refuting the conventional wisdom that the end of the Cold War cleared the way for an
era of peace and prosperity led solely by the United States, Charles A. Kupchan contends that the
next challenge to America’s might is fast emerging. It comes not from the Islamic world or an
ascendant China, but from an integrating Europe that is rising as a counterweight to the United
States. Decades of strategic partnership across the Atlantic are giving way to renewed geopolitical
competition. The waning of U.S. primacy will be expedited by America’s own ambivalence about
remaining the globe’s guardian and by the impact of the digital age on the country’s politics and its
role in the world. By deftly mining the lessons of history to cast light on the present and future,
Kupchan explains how America and the world should prepare for the more complex, more unstable
road ahead.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: The Role of Religion in National Security Policy
Since September 11, 2001 Jonathan Eberhardt Shaw, 2011 The United States has struggled to
find a framework to integrate religion into the post-September 11, 2001 (9/11) discussion of national
security. Islam has been the central focus, with both the 9/11 terrorists and many of America's
partners in overseas contingency operations sharing an Islamic heritage. President George W.
Bush's paradigm of Religion as Freedom and President Barack H. Obama's paradigm of Religion as
Unity have been partially successful, but they have yet to provide a nuanced understanding of Islam
and a comprehensive framework. Part I of this Carlisle Paper examines the enduring role of religion
in human conflict through the eyes of Alvin Toffler, Francis Fukuyama, Samuel Huntington, and
Robert Kaplan. Part II provides an analysis of Islam to determine its power within current
alignments, and addresses jihad and the level of support for terrorism. Part III examines the role of
religion within the Bush and Obama administrations, and proposes a third paradigm--Religion as
Ideology--In an attempt to relate a strategic vision which comprehends the power of Islam to a policy
which accounts for religion in terms of empowered behavior. Part IV addresses practical questions
regarding the implementation of the paradigm of Religion as Ideology and the way ahead.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Parameters , 1998

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Culture in the Domains of Law René Provost,
2017-02-02 What does it mean for courts and other legal institutions to be culturally sensitive? What
are the institutional implications and consequences of such an aspiration? To what extent is legal
discourse capable of accommodating multiple cultural narratives without losing its claim to
normative specificity? And how are we to understand meetings of law and culture in the context of
formal and informal legal processes, when demands are made to accommodate cultural difference?
The encounter of law and culture is a polycentric relation, but these questions draw our attention to
law and legal institutions as one site of encounter warranting further investigation, to map out the
place of culture in the domains of law by relying on the insights of law, anthropology, politics, and
philosophy. Culture in the Domains of Law seeks to examine and answer these questions, resulting
in a richer outlook on both law and culture.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Child Soldiers in the Western Imagination David M Rosen,
2015-10-12 When we hear the term “child soldiers,” most Americans imagine innocent victims roped
into bloody conflicts in distant war-torn lands like Sudan and Sierra Leone. Yet our own history is
filled with examples of children involved in warfare—from adolescent prisoner of war Andrew
Jackson to Civil War drummer boys—who were once viewed as symbols of national pride rather than
signs of human degradation. In this daring new study, anthropologist David M. Rosen investigates
why our cultural perception of the child soldier has changed so radically over the past two centuries.
Child Soldiers in the Western Imagination reveals how Western conceptions of childhood as a
uniquely vulnerable and innocent state are a relatively recent invention. Furthermore, Rosen offers
an illuminating history of how human rights organizations drew upon these sentiments to create the



very term “child soldier,” which they presented as the embodiment of war’s human cost. Filled with
shocking historical accounts and facts—and revealing the reasons why one cannot spell “infantry”
without “infant”—Child Soldiers in the Western Imagination seeks to shake us out of our pervasive
historical amnesia. It challenges us to stop looking at child soldiers through a biased set of idealized
assumptions about childhood, so that we can better address the realities of adolescents and
pre-adolescents in combat. Presenting informative facts while examining fictional representations of
the child soldier in popular culture, this book is both eye-opening and thought-provoking.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: The Environment in Anthropology, Second Edition
Nora Haenn, Richard Wilk, Allison Harnish, 2016-04-26 Presents ecology and current environmental
studies from an anthropological point of view The Environment in Anthropology presents ecology
and current environmental studies from an anthropological point of view. From the classics to the
most current scholarship, this text connects the theory and practice in environment and
anthropology, providing readers with a strong intellectual foundation as well as offering practical
tools for solving environmental problems. Haenn, Wilk, and Harnish pose the most urgent questions
of environmental protection: How are environmental problems mediated by cultural values? What
are the environmental effects of urbanization? When do environmentalists’ goals and actions conflict
with those of indigenous peoples? How can we assess the impact of “environmentally correct”
businesses? They also cover the fundamental topics of population growth, large scale development,
biodiversity conservation, sustainable environmental management, indigenous groups, consumption,
and globalization. This revised edition addresses new topics such as water, toxic waste,
neoliberalism, environmental history, environmental activism, and REDD (Reducing Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest Degradation), and it situates anthropology in the multi-disciplinary field of
environmental research. It also offers readers a guide for developing their own plan for
environmental action. This volume offers an introduction to the breadth of ecological and
environmental anthropology as well as to its historical trends and current developments. Balancing
landmark essays with cutting-edge scholarship, bridging theory and practice, and offering
suggestions for further reading and new directions for research, The Environment in Anthropology
continues to provide the ideal introduction to a burgeoning field.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Trump's America Liam Kennedy, 2020-09-09 Donald J.
Trump's presidency has delivered a seismic shock to the American political system, its public sphere,
and to our political culture worldwide. Written by leading scholars across a range of disciplines, as
well as professionals in the field of political journalism, this collection of essays offers a deeper
understanding of Trump and the impact that his rise to power has had both domestically and
worldwide.--

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Nigeria Iyorwuese Hagher, 2011-04-18 Nigeria: After the
Nightmare is an in-depth look into the Nigerian experience, explaining what went wrong during the
country's thirty years of dictatorship. The book describes Nigeria's problems including oil,
corruption, and dictatorship, but also provides a way for Nigeria to recover and become a leading
democratic state.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: The Age of Change Michelle D. Gavin, 2025-09-04 An
approachable guide to the political, social, and demographic changes happening in Africa and why
they matter for the rest of the world. Africa is undergoing an astounding transformation that will
usher in a new era of political volatility and experimentation in the coming years. The region is in
the midst of a historically unprecedented demographic surge that has skewed the median age in
most countries to below twenty years old. This demographic moment coincides with three factors
likely to amplify the political agendas of African youth: rapid urbanization, dramatically increased
digital connectivity, and increasing recognition that old political narratives are no longer fit for
purpose. Michelle D. Gavin argues that these clear trends will result in an increase in political
volatility. Anti-government movements will continue to find new expression, incumbents will be more
vulnerable, honeymoon periods for new leaders will be shorter, and transfers of power and
leadership will be more frequent. Citizens frustrated by the status quo will show more willingness to



experiment with different forms of government and different external partnerships, all with
significant implications for those hoping for a global democratic resurgence. This book explores
growing dissatisfaction and desire for change as the political through line emerging on a diverse
continent, and illuminates some of the frustrated, defiant, and often humorous pan-African political
conversations underway among young, politically engaged populations. What is coming will be
dramatically different from the period of political stagnation that has characterized the past two
decades in the region, and that also means that major powers like the United States, Russia, and
China that are competing for influence in the region will have to change the way they do business.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Territorial Shock Gertjan Dijkink , 2019 We are in the
embrace of territorial shock today. Globalization with its migrants, foot-loose firms, cyber-war and
surging income inequality induces political instability and longing for a “saviour'. This book puts
such events in a historical perspective. New social trends collide with territorial principles (closure,
identity, governance) that always have been taken for granted. Should we invest the new monarchs
with the same authority as the pope (16th century) or accept other classes as co-citizens (19th
century)? The answers implied a moral shift and so do our problems with globalization.

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Coming Home Sean M. Kelly, 2010

robert kaplan the coming anarchy: Barbarians and Civilization in International Relations
Mark B. Salter, 2002-09-20 The terrorist attacks in New York and Washington have led to popular
conceptions of Muslims as terrorists. Some commentators have harked back to the 'Clash of
Civilizations' argument outlined by Samuel Huntington which argued that, after the collapse of the
Cold War, culture would become the main axis of conflict for civilisational alliances. Mark Salter
takes issue with Huntington's theory and explains how the terms of his argument are part of an
imperialist discourse that casts other civilisations as essentially barbarian. Although many
commentators have engaged with Huntington's claims, few have pursued the political implications of
his argument. Barbarians and Civilisation offers a decisive exploration of the colonial rhetoric
inherent in current political discourse. Charting the usefulness of concepts of culture and identity
for understanding world politics, Salter brilliantly illustrates the benefits and the limitations of the
civilised/barbarian dichotomy in international relations.
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