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Piano Sight Reading Practice: Unlocking Fluidity and Confidence at the Keyboard

piano sight reading practice is one of the most rewarding skills a pianist can develop. It opens doors to

playing new music effortlessly, accompanying others spontaneously, and expanding your repertoire

without the daunting hours of preparation. However, sight reading can often feel intimidating, especially

for beginners or those who haven’t made it a regular habit. The good news is that with consistent and

strategic practice, piano sight reading can become a natural and enjoyable part of your musical

journey.

Why Piano Sight Reading Practice Matters

Sight reading is the ability to play a piece of music on the spot by reading the sheet music for the first

time, without prior rehearsal. For pianists, this skill is invaluable—not just for solo performance but also

for studio sessions, church playing, and collaborative settings. Developing strong sight reading skills

enhances overall musicianship, including rhythm, note recognition, hand coordination, and musical

expression.

Moreover, sight reading practice helps reduce performance anxiety. When you trust your ability to read

music fluently, you approach new pieces with confidence rather than fear. It also encourages better

memory retention and sharpens your analytical skills as you learn to anticipate musical patterns and

structures quickly.

Core Strategies for Effective Piano Sight Reading Practice

Improving sight reading isn’t about rushing through random pieces; it requires a systematic approach.



Here are some key strategies to incorporate into your practice routine:

Start Simple and Build Gradually

Jumping into complex compositions can overwhelm your brain and fingers. Begin with easy pieces or

excerpts that are below your current playing level. This allows you to focus on reading accuracy and

steady rhythm without the pressure of technical challenges. Gradually increase the difficulty as your

confidence grows.

Maintain a Steady Tempo

One common mistake in sight reading is stopping to correct mistakes. Instead, aim to keep a

consistent tempo, even if you hit wrong notes. This helps improve your ability to process music in real

time and develop a natural flow. Using a metronome can be extremely helpful to internalize steady

timing.

Scan the Music Before Playing

Take a few seconds to glance over the piece before you start. Look for key signatures, time

signatures, repeats, dynamics, and tricky intervals. Identifying these elements beforehand can reduce

surprises and improve your preparedness.

Practice Both Hands Separately

For challenging passages, try reading the right and left hand parts independently before combining

them. This isolates difficulties and allows you to become comfortable with each hand’s movement and



notes.

Use Rhythm Clapping and Solfege

Clapping rhythms or singing the melody using solfege (do, re, mi, etc.) before playing can familiarize

you with the piece’s musicality. This technique enhances your internal sense of timing and pitch.

Tools and Resources to Enhance Sight Reading Skills

Technology and well-designed materials can support your piano sight reading journey significantly.

Sight Reading Books and Sheet Music Collections

Several series cater specifically to sight reading practice. These often provide graded exercises

focusing on various aspects like rhythm, key signatures, and note reading. Examples include the “Four

Star Sight Reading and Ear Tests” by Boris Berlin and Andrew Markow and “Improve Your Sight-

Reading!” by Paul Harris.

Mobile Apps and Online Platforms

Apps like Simply Piano, Flowkey, and Piano Marvel offer interactive sight reading exercises with

instant feedback. These tools allow you to practice anywhere and track your progress, making sight

reading practice more engaging.



Metronome and Rhythm Trainers

A metronome is essential for developing timing and pacing. Additionally, rhythm trainer apps can help

you master complex rhythmic patterns, an important part of sight reading.

Common Challenges in Piano Sight Reading and How to

Overcome Them

Sight reading can present several hurdles, but knowing how to address them can accelerate your

improvement.

Difficulty with Note Recognition

If you find it hard to identify notes quickly, spend time daily practicing flashcards or note-naming drills.

Additionally, familiarize yourself with the layout of the keyboard; associating notes on the staff with

keys visually and physically can boost speed.

Struggling to Coordinate Both Hands

Coordination issues are common since each hand often plays different rhythms and notes. Slow down

your practice tempo and isolate each hand. Gradually increase speed and complexity as coordination

improves.



Getting Stuck on Complex Rhythms

Break down difficult rhythms by clapping them out or counting aloud. Use subdivision

techniques—breaking beats into smaller parts—to internalize tricky timing.

Lack of Confidence Leading to Hesitation

Build confidence by practicing sight reading daily, even if only for 5-10 minutes. Repetition breeds

familiarity, which reduces hesitation and improves fluidity.

Incorporating Piano Sight Reading Practice into Your Daily

Routine

Consistency is key when it comes to mastering sight reading. Unlike other skills that may benefit from

long, infrequent sessions, sight reading flourishes with short, focused daily practices.

Set Aside Dedicated Time

Schedule a specific time each day for sight reading exercises. Even 10-15 minutes can make a

significant difference over weeks and months.

Mix Repertoire and Exercises

Balance your practice between sight reading exercises designed to build skills and new, interesting

pieces that keep you motivated. This variety helps apply your sight reading ability in real musical



contexts.

Record Yourself

Recording your sight reading sessions lets you identify areas for improvement, such as timing, rhythm,

or note accuracy. Listening back is a powerful tool for self-assessment.

Play with Others

Joining ensembles, duets, or accompanying singers can provide real-world sight reading experiences.

Playing with others challenges you to keep up and adapt, strengthening your skills under pressure.

How Sight Reading Enhances Overall Piano Playing

Beyond just reading new music, sight reading practice sharpens multiple facets of musicianship. It

improves your eye-hand coordination, helping you react quickly to visual input and translate it into

precise finger movements. It also deepens your understanding of musical structure, as frequent

exposure to different pieces reveals common chord progressions, rhythmic patterns, and stylistic

elements.

Furthermore, sight reading encourages a more relaxed and open mindset. Instead of aiming for

perfection, you learn to embrace imperfection as part of the process. This attitude can reduce

performance anxiety and foster greater musical expression. Many accomplished pianists credit their

sight reading skills for enabling them to learn pieces faster and perform with spontaneity.

is not just a technical exercise but a gateway to musical freedom. As you become more fluent at

reading at first glance, you open yourself up to endless musical possibilities and experiences.



---

Whether you're a beginner starting out or a seasoned player wanting to polish your skills, integrating

piano sight reading practice into your routine can transform your playing. Take it step by step, enjoy

the process, and watch as your confidence and fluidity at the keyboard soar.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is piano sight reading practice?

Piano sight reading practice is the process of playing a piece of music on the piano for the first time

without prior rehearsal, focusing on reading and interpreting the music accurately and fluently.

Why is sight reading important for pianists?

Sight reading is important because it improves a pianist's ability to quickly understand and perform

new music, enhances overall musicianship, and is essential for playing with others or learning new

repertoire efficiently.

How often should I practice piano sight reading?

It's recommended to practice piano sight reading daily or several times a week for at least 10-15

minutes to build consistent skill and improve gradually over time.

What are some effective methods for piano sight reading practice?

Effective methods include practicing with simple and varied pieces, using sight reading apps or books,

playing with a metronome to maintain steady tempo, and gradually increasing difficulty level.

Can beginners improve their piano sight reading quickly?

Beginners can improve sight reading with regular, focused practice, starting with easy music and



gradually progressing; however, progress varies and consistent practice is key to improvement.

Should I focus on accuracy or speed during sight reading practice?

During sight reading practice, it's best to prioritize accuracy and maintaining a steady tempo rather

than speed, as this helps develop reliable reading skills and prevents bad habits.

How can rhythm exercises help in piano sight reading practice?

Rhythm exercises enhance a pianist's ability to interpret and perform rhythms correctly, which is crucial

for accurate sight reading and maintaining musical flow during performance.

Are there specific sight reading books recommended for piano

practice?

Yes, popular sight reading books include "Four Star Sight Reading and Ear Tests" by Boris Berlin and

Andrew Markow, and "Improve Your Sight-Reading!" series by Paul Harris, which offer graded

exercises for various skill levels.

Can playing other instruments improve piano sight reading skills?

Playing other instruments can improve overall music reading ability and rhythmic skills, which may

positively influence piano sight reading, but piano-specific practice is essential for best results.

Additional Resources

Piano Sight Reading Practice: Unlocking Musical Fluency and Confidence

piano sight reading practice is an essential skill for pianists at all levels, offering a pathway to

enhanced musical fluency, improved performance versatility, and deeper engagement with new

repertoire. Unlike memorization or repetitive practice of known pieces, sight reading challenges

musicians to interpret and perform unfamiliar music in real time, demanding a unique blend of



technical proficiency, quick mental processing, and interpretative insight. As a result, systematic and

focused piano sight reading practice can significantly elevate a pianist’s overall musicianship and

adaptability.

The Significance of Piano Sight Reading Practice in Musical

Development

Sight reading is often underestimated in its impact on a pianist’s growth. While many learners focus

primarily on mastering specific compositions, neglecting sight reading may limit their ability to approach

new music confidently or to collaborate effectively in ensemble settings. The ability to sight read

enables pianists to explore a wider variety of musical styles, participate in impromptu performances,

and reduce reliance on prolonged memorization processes.

Studies within music education have shown that pianists who engage in regular sight reading

exercises tend to develop stronger aural skills, better hand-eye coordination, and enhanced rhythmic

accuracy. This is because sight reading requires the simultaneous processing of visual notation, motor

response, and auditory feedback, creating a comprehensive sensory experience that reinforces neural

pathways associated with musical cognition.

Core Components of Effective Piano Sight Reading Practice

To maximize progress, piano sight reading practice should incorporate several key elements:

Consistent Exposure to New Material: Regularly encountering unfamiliar pieces, even simple

ones, trains the brain to anticipate and process novel musical information swiftly.

Incremental Difficulty Levels: Gradually increasing complexity—from basic melodies and rhythms



to more intricate passages—helps maintain motivation while building skill.

Focused Attention on Rhythm and Timing: Rhythm is often the biggest obstacle in sight reading;

emphasizing steady tempo and correct timing aids accuracy.

Hands-Independent Practice: Developing the ability to read and coordinate both hands

simultaneously is crucial, as many struggle with hand independence when sight reading.

Use of Diverse Repertoire: Exposure to different genres, keys, and styles broadens interpretive

skills and adaptability.

Tools and Resources for Enhancing Sight Reading Skills

The digital age has introduced numerous tools designed to facilitate piano sight reading practice. Apps

and software such as Simply Piano, Sight Reading Factory, and Piano Marvel provide structured

lessons, instant feedback, and a vast library of graded sight reading exercises tailored to various skill

levels. These platforms often incorporate gamification techniques to maintain learner engagement and

allow progress tracking over time.

Traditional methods remain valuable, too. Sight reading books such as “Four Star Sight Reading and

Ear Tests” by Boris Berlin and Andrew Markow or “Improve Your Sight-Reading!” by Paul Harris are

staples in the pianist’s library, offering progressively challenging pieces and clear instructional

guidance.

Challenges and Common Pitfalls in Piano Sight Reading



Practice

Despite its benefits, many pianists encounter difficulties when developing sight reading proficiency. A

prevalent issue is the tendency to focus excessively on note accuracy at the expense of rhythmic

integrity or musical expression. This can lead to halting performances that lack fluidity.

Another challenge is the psychological pressure of performing unfamiliar music in real time, which can

cause anxiety and hinder concentration. To mitigate this, some educators recommend sight reading as

a low-stakes daily exercise rather than a performance task, encouraging a mindset of exploration

rather than perfection.

Additionally, insufficient development of foundational skills such as key signature recognition, interval

identification, and chord analysis can slow sight reading progress. Addressing these through targeted

drills alongside sight reading practice can create a more holistic approach.

Balancing Technical Precision and Musicality

An effective sight reading session balances technical accuracy with a sense of musicality. While it is

tempting to stop and correct every mistake, this interrupts the flow and defeats the purpose of sight

reading as a real-time skill. Experienced pianists often advocate for maintaining a steady tempo and

embracing minor errors, focusing on conveying the overall character and rhythm of the piece.

This philosophy aligns with the understanding that sight reading is not about perfect performance but

rather about developing the ability to decode and interpret music efficiently. Over time, this improves

sight reading speed and confidence, enabling pianists to approach new material with greater ease.



Comparative Perspectives: Sight Reading in Piano vs. Other

Instruments

Sight reading is a universal skill among instrumentalists, yet its demands vary by instrument. For

pianists, the complexity arises from managing two independent hands, often playing different rhythms

and harmonies simultaneously, which is less common in many other instruments. This dual

coordination makes piano sight reading particularly challenging but also uniquely rewarding.

Compared to monophonic instruments like the violin or flute, piano sight reading requires rapid chord

recognition and simultaneous melodic and harmonic processing. This complexity underscores the

importance of targeted practice strategies that address hand coordination, pattern recognition, and

rhythmic stability.

Integrating Sight Reading into Regular Practice Routines

To reap the full benefits, piano sight reading practice should be integrated seamlessly into daily or

weekly routines rather than treated as an occasional activity. Experts suggest dedicating at least 10-15

minutes per session exclusively to sight reading, using fresh material each time to simulate real-world

conditions.

Some effective strategies include:

Starting each practice session with a brief sight reading warm-up to activate mental processing.1.

Keeping a varied library of graded sight reading pieces readily accessible to avoid repetition.2.

Recording sight reading sessions to self-assess fluency, timing, and musicality.3.



Occasionally sight reading in group settings or ensembles to enhance adaptability and4.

responsiveness.

The Long-Term Impact of Consistent Sight Reading Practice

Over time, persistent piano sight reading practice cultivates a musician’s ability to approach unfamiliar

scores with confidence and poise. This skill not only accelerates learning new pieces but also enriches

interpretive capabilities and improvisational potential.

Moreover, sight reading proficiency can open professional opportunities, particularly for accompanists,

studio musicians, and educators who must frequently perform without extensive preparation. As such,

investing time and effort into this facet of piano playing is not merely an academic exercise but a

pragmatic enhancement of a pianist’s versatility and marketability.

In sum, piano sight reading practice represents a multidimensional training process that engages

cognitive, technical, and expressive faculties. Its development demands patience, consistency, and

strategic approaches but rewards pianists with greater musical freedom and responsiveness. By

embracing sight reading as an integral component of their regimen, pianists lay the groundwork for

lifelong musical growth and exploration.

Piano Sight Reading Practice

  piano sight reading practice: Improve your sight-reading! Piano Grade 2 Paul Harris,
2018-07-25 The full eBook version of Improve Your Sight-Reading! Grade 2 in fixed-layout format -
part of the best-selling series by Paul Harris guaranteed to improve your sight-reading! This
workbook helps the player overcome problems, by building up a complete picture of each piece,
through rhythmic and melodic exercises related to specific technical issues, then by studying
prepared pieces with associated questions, and finally going solo with a series of
meticulously-graded sight-reading pieces. This edition has been completely re-written, with
exercises and pieces to support the Associated Board's sight-reading requirements from 2009.
Improve Your Sight-Reading! will help you improve your reading ability, and with numerous practice

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/piano-sight-reading-practice.pdf


tests included, will ensure sight-reading success in graded exams.
  piano sight reading practice: Practical Sight Reading Exercises for Piano Students,
Book 6 Boris Berlin, Claude Champagne, Progressively teaches the student to sight read through
observation and study of phrase shape, melodic outline, harmonic structure and overall rhythmic
feeling of the music.
  piano sight reading practice: 354 Sight Reading Exercises in C Position Michael
Kravchuk, 2013-06-06 This is the economic perfect binding edition of this book. For coil bound
edition go to lulu.com/shop. This book contains 354 sight reading exercises written for the piano.
Each exercise is six measures long and stays within the five finger range of CDEFG in both the right
hand and the left hand. The exercises go from simple diatonic melodies to unusual atonal
counterpoints. These exercises were not written to be studied, but to be played through without
stopping or practicing. The greatest benefit these exercises offer to sight-readers is practice reading
two clefs at at time and practice reading counterpoint. Because the exercises remain within a five
finger pattern, they are not too difficult to read and provide a good start before sight-reading more
difficult materials.
  piano sight reading practice: Improve your sight-reading! Piano Grade 3 Paul Harris,
2018-07-25 The full eBook version of Improve Your Sight-Reading! Grade 3 in fixed-layout format -
part of the best-selling series by Paul Harris guaranteed to improve your sight-reading! This
workbook helps the player overcome problems, by building up a complete picture of each piece,
through rhythmic and melodic exercises related to specific technical issues, then by studying
prepared pieces with associated questions, and finally going solo with a series of
meticulously-graded sight-reading pieces. This edition has been completely re-written, with
exercises and pieces to support the Associated Board's sight-reading requirements from 2009.
Improve Your Sight-Reading! will help you improve your reading ability, and with numerous practice
tests included, will ensure sight-reading success in graded exams.
  piano sight reading practice: Sight Reading Snippets for Piano Peggy O' Dell, 2013-01-01
  piano sight reading practice: Practical Sight Reading Exercises for Piano Students, Book 1
Boris Berlin, Claude Champagne, 1995-08-28 Progressively teaches the student to sight read
through observation and study of phrase shape, melodic outline, harmonic structure and overall
rhythmic feeling of the music.
  piano sight reading practice: Improve your sight-reading! Piano Grade 5 Paul Harris,
2018-07-25 The full eBook version of Improve Your Sight-Reading! Grade 5 in fixed-layout format -
part of the best-selling series by Paul Harris guaranteed to improve your sight-reading! This
workbook helps the player overcome problems, by building up a complete picture of each piece,
through rhythmic and melodic exercises related to specific technical issues, then by studying
prepared pieces with associated questions, and finally going solo with a series of
meticulously-graded sight-reading pieces. This edition has been completely re-written, with
exercises and pieces to support the Associated Board's sight-reading requirements from 2009.
Improve Your Sight-Reading! will help you improve your reading ability, and with numerous practice
tests included, will ensure sight-reading success in graded exams.
  piano sight reading practice: Practical Sight Reading Exercises for Piano Students, Bk 6 Boris
Berlin, Claude Champagne, 1997-07 Progressively teaches the student to sight read through
observation and study of phrase shape, melodic outline, harmonic structure and overall rhythmic
feeling of the music.
  piano sight reading practice: Practical Sight Reading Exercises for Piano Students, Book 5
Boris Berlin, Claude Champagne, Progressively teaches the student to sight read through
observation and study of phrase shape, melodic outline, harmonic structure and overall rhythmic
feeling of the music.
  piano sight reading practice: Practical Sight Reading Exercises for Piano Students, Book 3
Boris Berlin, Claude Champagne, Progressively teaches the student to sight read through
observation and study of phrase shape, melodic outline, harmonic structure and overall rhythmic



feeling of the music.
  piano sight reading practice: Improve your sight-reading! Piano Grade 4 Paul Harris,
2018-07-25 The full eBook version of Improve Your Sight-Reading! Grade 4 in fixed-layout format -
part of the best-selling series by Paul Harris guaranteed to improve your sight-reading! This
workbook helps the player overcome problems, by building up a complete picture of each piece,
through rhythmic and melodic exercises related to specific technical issues, then by studying
prepared pieces with associated questions, and finally going solo with a series of
meticulously-graded sight-reading pieces. This edition has been completely re-written, with
exercises and pieces to support the Associated Board's sight-reading requirements from 2009.
Improve Your Sight-Reading! will help you improve your reading ability, and with numerous practice
tests included, will ensure sight-reading success in graded exams.
  piano sight reading practice: Practical Sight Reading Exercises for Piano Students,
Book 4 Boris Berlin, Claude Champagne, Progressively teaches the student to sight read through
observation and study of phrase shape, melodic outline, harmonic structure and overall rhythmic
feeling of the music.
  piano sight reading practice: Practical Sight Reading Exercises for Piano Students, Book 2
Boris Berlin, Claude Champagne, 1995-08-28 Progressively teaches the student to sight read
through observation and study of phrase shape, melodic outline, harmonic structure and overall
rhythmic feeling of the music.
  piano sight reading practice: Improve your sight-reading! Piano Grade 6 Paul Harris,
2020-11-30 Improve your sight-reading! Piano Grade 6 (Late Intermediate) is part of the best-selling
series by Paul Harris, guaranteed to improve your sight-reading! This workbook helps the player
overcome problems by building up a complete picture of each piece, through rhythmic and melodic
exercises related to specific technical issues, then by studying prepared pieces with associated
questions, and finally by going solo with a series of meticulously graded sight-reading pieces. This
edition now includes supporting audio available online for students to check their performances
against. The Improve your sight-reading! Series will help you improve your reading ability, and with
numerous practice tests included, will ensure sight-reading success in graded exams.
  piano sight reading practice: Improve your sight-reading! Piano Grade 8 Paul Harris,
2020-11-30 Improve your sight-reading! Piano Grade 8 (Advanced) is part of the best-selling series
by Paul Harris, guaranteed to improve your sight-reading! This workbook helps the player overcome
problems by building up a complete picture of each piece, through rhythmic and melodic exercises
related to specific technical issues, then by studying prepared pieces with associated questions, and
finally by 'going solo' with a series of meticulously graded sight-reading pieces. This edition now
includes supporting audio available online for students to check their performances against. The
Improve your sight-reading! series will help you improve your reading ability, and with numerous
practice tests included, will ensure sight-reading success in graded exams.
  piano sight reading practice: Practical Sight Reading Exercises for Piano Students, Books 7,
8, 9 Boris Berlin, Claude Champagne, Progressively teaches the student to sight read through
observation and study of phrase shape, melodic outline, harmonic structure and overall rhythmic
feeling of the music.
  piano sight reading practice: Sight Reading Trainer Robert Kay, 2020-11-17 Sight Reading
is a skill in which many people concentrate just on the pitch and forget about the rhythm.Most
students focus primarily on getting the notes the correct pitch at the expense of keeping the beat
going. However, if you look at the ABRSM marking criteria for a sight reading test, the FIRST thing
that is mentioned for a distinction is, “Fluent, rhythmically accurate” (followed by “accurate
notes/pitch/key”).Sight Reading Trainer will change the way you sight read. It is not just a series of
specimen sight reading tests like you can buy in the ABRSM Specimen Sight Reading Grade Books.
The examples in this book are designed to be played with an accompanying audio track which can be
downloaded for free at: www.music-online.org.uk/p/sight-readingtrainer.htmlThis will improve your
rhythm and fluency when sight reading. Another hindrance to effective sight reading is poor “Piano



Geography”. This is the ability to feel your way around the piano without looking at your hands. Be
honest - when you sight read, are you continually looking at your hands? It’s something I call,
watching vertical tennis, where your eyes travel up and down between hand and book for virtually
every note or chord. No wonder your sight reading is hesitant and lacking fluency.With this in mind,
throughout the course there are some “Piano Geography” tests which MUST BE PLAYED WITHOUT
LOOKING AT YOUR HANDS.The third factor that will contribute to better sight reading is
visualizing the music in your head (especially rhythm) before you even play a note and this includes
how to use your preparation time effectively.In an ABRSM exam for example, you are given 30
seconds to prepare. How you use this 30 seconds, is key to effective sight reading. DON'T just start
playing from the beginning. Rather, the first thing you should do is get a sense of the key you are in
and if you are taking an early Grade (1-2), simply find the hand position for each hand before playing
a note. Throughout this course you will also find some “Instant Hand Position or Key Signature
Recognition” tests.Then, concentrating on the rhythm, try and visualize in your head how the music
should sound, again before you even play a note. This will also include other stylistic markings such
as dynamics and articulation. Getting the right pitch is only a small part of what the examiner is
looking for. Below each test in this course, there will be hints of details to look out for, before you
even play a note.The last thing mentioned in the marking criteria for a distinction is “Confident
presentation”. A sight reading test is an assessment on how well you can convey the music as a
whole performance, NOT if you can recognise the pitches A, B, C etc - that is a theory exam!!Finally
- a word on mistakes. If you do miss a note, DON’T go back and correct it, you’ll only upset the flow
and rhythm of the music and this effectively then counts as a 2nd mistake. You can’t erase the first
mistake, and the examiner is not interested if you can improve on your wrong note, he wants to hear
a performance of the music as a whole, which conveys as best you can, the character of the piece.
  piano sight reading practice: Sight Reading: Piano Music for Sight Reading and Short
Study, Level 9 Keith Porter-Snell, 2020-01-07 The Sight Reading series is a valuable new addition
to the Neil A. Kjos Piano Repertoire Library. As they say, You learn to sight read by doing it! This
series includes piano music of various textures and styles to be used to improve student sight
reading, as well as overall reading skills beginning at the elementary level. The series is useful as a
supplement to any course of study and includes original music by Diane Hidy (Prep. to Level 1) and
Snell editions of works (Levels 2 to 4) by composers of the 17th through early 20th centuries. The
works are brief enough for students to quickly read during their practice. They are also useful as
short study pieces that can be practiced, but only for a few days, or at most a couple of weeks. The
music is not intended for performance, but rather to improve students' ability to learn new music
quickly and efficiently. - Publisher.
  piano sight reading practice: Progressive Sight Reading Exercises for Piano , 1986-11
Piano Method
  piano sight reading practice: 300 Progressive Sight Reading Exercises for Piano Large
Print Version Robert Anthony, 2015-02-01 THIS IS THE LARGE PRINT VERSION OF THIS BOOK:
It was designed to be easy to SEE on a Kindle or for the vision impaired. The print is VERY LARGE
on purpose. For the Large Print Version, the 300 exercises are broken down into two books. Part
One contains exercises 1-150 and Part Two contains exercises 151-300. THIS IS NOT A METHOD
BOOK. It is precisely what it says it is: 300 Progressive Sight Reading Exercises! Volume One is
comprised of 300 progressive eight-bar exercises that train reading skills for both hands equally:
Half of the pieces emphasize the right hand, the other half emphasize the left. The first 32 exercises
isolate the hands while the remaining exercises combine them. For most of the exercises, the
de-emphasized hand stays within a single five-finger position. Time signatures include 4/4 (Common
Time), 3/4, 2/4, 6/8, and 2/2 (Cut Time). This entire first volume is in C Major or its relative modes.
Key signatures, accidentals, dynamics, tempo, and expressive markings will be covered in future
volumes. All of the exercises are eight measures long. Many sonatinas, jazz standards, and pop
songs use 32 Bar Form (A A B A), Binary Form (A B), and Ternary Form (A B A), with each section
often being eight bars. Thus, eight measures (one 'period' of music) makes the perfect length for



sight-reading studies in my opinion. How to use this book: Start where the exercises begin and play
every fourth exercise or so - from exercise 1, 5, 9, 13 and so on until you get to a point where the
music challenges you and then mark your ending point. The next practice, play exercises 2, 6, 10,
14, and so on. If you want to work at your break point (the point in the book where you can no longer
play musically), work on consecutive exercises. You should be reading different material from the
book each practice. These books differ from conventional 'methods' in that technical and theoretical
instructions have been omitted, in the belief that these are more appropriately left for the teacher to
explain to the student. - Bela Bartok, Mikrokosmos. I whole-heartedly agree with Bartok's sentiment
and if music teachers would ask their students what they like least (or hate the most) about typical
lessons, it is the method books that win this contest EVERY TIME. I have completely eliminated
method books from my own teaching practice and have much happier and more productive students
than ever. While this book is intended to train sight-reading skills, it may also be used by beginners
or those new to reading to acquire basic reading skills, but it assumes one either has a teacher or
can at least find C on their instrument. It starts at a very basic level (only three notes) and adds a
new note, rhythm, or concept every four exercises and thoroughly reinforces them throughout the
rest of the book. Next, the music's composition is a slave to its function: The purpose of the books is
to train reading skill, and the exercises keep challenging the range that has been established by
previous exercises as well as less-than-convenient intervalic skips. They are composed from a
'music-first' perspective, as opposed to an 'instrument-first' perspective, and are purposely
composed to be difficult to memorize. For example, the first exercises begin on C because they are
in the key of C, and then go on to sometimes start and end on different scale degrees of the same
key. Those familiar with the Fundamental Modes will likely recognize what they are hearing, but
those unfamiliar with these modes will likely be hearing something that sounds a bit different, or
odd, until their ears acclimate to these sounds. I see many students go through this process with
altered dominants and augmented triads as well.
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