people of the long house

People of the Long House: A Journey into Indigenous Heritage and Culture

people of the long house have fascinated historians, anthropologists, and
culture enthusiasts for centuries. These communities, often associated with
the Haudenosaunee or Iroquois Confederacy, lived in distinctive longhouses
that were much more than mere dwellings—they were the heart of social,
political, and family life. Understanding the people of the long house offers
a window into a rich tradition marked by intricate social structures,
communal living, and a deep connection to the land.

The Origins and Significance of the Longhouse

The longhouse is not just an architectural style; it is a symbol of unity and
cooperation among the Indigenous peoples of the northeastern woodlands of
North America. These wooden structures, typically made from saplings and
bark, were designed to house multiple families belonging to the same clan
under one roof. The people of the long house embraced a lifestyle that
reflected their values of community and shared responsibility.

What is a Longhouse?

A traditional longhouse could be up to 200 feet long and about 20 feet wide.
Its elongated shape allowed it to accommodate several nuclear families, each
with their own partitioned space for privacy. The longhouse had central fire
pits for cooking and warmth, and smoke holes in the roof to ventilate the
space. This communal living arrangement fostered close-knit relationships and
mutual support among the inhabitants.

The Cultural Importance of the Longhouse

For the people of the long house, the structure was more than shelter. It was
a living embodiment of their social order. The longhouse represented the clan
system, where membership was matrilineal, passed down through the mother’s
line. This system ensured that women played a crucial role in decision-
making, property ownership, and leadership within the community.

People of the Long House: The Haudenosaunee
Confederacy

The Haudenosaunee, often known as the Iroquois Confederacy, are perhaps the
most well-known people associated with the longhouse. Comprised originally of
five nations—the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca—and later
joined by the Tuscarora, this confederation was one of the most powerful
Indigenous groups in North America.



Governance Rooted in the Longhouse Philosophy

The political system of the Haudenosaunee was inspired by the longhouse
concept. Just as multiple families lived under one roof, multiple nations
lived together in a confederacy bound by laws and mutual respect. The Great
Law of Peace guided their governance, promoting consensus and cooperation.
Clan mothers held the authority to appoint chiefs, reflecting the matrilineal
and communal ethos that the longhouse embodied.

Social Structure and Daily Life

Life for the people of the long house was deeply interwoven with nature and
spiritual beliefs. Agriculture, especially the cultivation of the “Three
Sisters” (corn, beans, and squash), was central to their survival. The
community shared resources and responsibilities, and storytelling, oral
traditions, and ceremonies passed down knowledge and values from generation
to generation.

Architecture and Design: More than Just a Home

The design of the longhouse cleverly adapted to the environment and cultural
needs of the people. Its construction was a communal effort, often involving
entire villages during the building season.

Building Techniques and Materials

Longhouses were built using locally sourced materials such as cedar or elm
saplings for the framework and bark for covering. The structure was flexible
yet sturdy, designed to withstand harsh winters and provide ventilation
during the summer. The interior was divided by wooden partitions, and the use
of fire pits also served as cooking areas and gathering spots.

Symbolism in Structure

The longhouse itself held symbolic meaning. The length of the house could
represent the strength and unity of the clan, and the central fire symbolized
the heart of the community. The entrance usually faced east, greeting the
rising sun—a gesture of respect for nature and renewal.

Legacy and Modern Influence of the People of
the Long House

The influence of the people of the long house extends beyond their historical
presence. Today, their traditions, governance models, and cultural values
continue to inspire Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities alike.



Revitalizing Traditions

Many Haudenosaunee communities actively preserve and revitalize longhouse
ceremonies, languages, and arts. Longhouses still stand as cultural centers
where people gather to celebrate seasonal festivals, conduct council
meetings, and teach younger generations about their heritage.

Influence on Democracy and Governance

Interestingly, scholars argue that the political structure of the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy inspired aspects of the United States Constitution.
The principles of federalism, checks and balances, and representative
governance echo the Great Law of Peace, showcasing how the people of the long
house contributed to ideas about democracy that resonate worldwide.

Understanding the People of the Long House in
Today’ s World

Learning about the people of the long house is not merely an academic
exercise. It offers wvaluable lessons on living sustainably, wvaluing
community, and respecting the environment.

Lessons in Sustainability and Community

The longhouse lifestyle was a model of sustainable living. Through shared
resources, respect for natural cycles, and communal labor, these communities
thrived without depleting their environment. Modern society can draw
inspiration from these practices to address today’s ecological challenges.

Visiting Longhouse Sites and Cultural Centers

For those interested in experiencing the legacy of the people of the long
house firsthand, many museums and cultural centers in the northeastern United
States and Canada offer insightful exhibits and interactive programs.
Visiting these sites provides a powerful connection to the enduring spirit of
the longhouse people and a deeper appreciation of Indigenous heritage.

The story of the people of the long house is one of resilience, wisdom, and
community. Their traditions continue to teach us about the importance of
living in harmony with each other and the natural world, reminding us that
home is not Jjust a place but a shared experience rooted in respect and unity.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who are the People of the Long House?

The People of the Long House typically refer to the Haudenosaunee, also known
as the Iroquois Confederacy, a group of Indigenous nations in North America
known for their longhouses as traditional dwellings.

What is the significance of the long house in
Haudenosaunee culture?

The long house is a traditional dwelling that symbolizes community, kinship,
and political unity among the Haudenosaunee. It served as a home for multiple
families related through the maternal line.

Which nations are part of the People of the Long
House?

The Haudenosaunee Confederacy originally consisted of five nations: the
Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Seneca. Later, the Tuscarora joined,
making six nations.

How were the long houses constructed?

Long houses were constructed using wooden frames covered with bark, typically
from elm trees. They were large, rectangular structures designed to house
multiple families.

What role did the long house play in Haudenosaunee
governance?

The long house represented the political structure of the Haudenosaunee
Confederacy, where clan mothers and chiefs met to discuss and make decisions,
reflecting their collective governance system.

Are the People of the Long House still present today?

Yes, the Haudenosaunee people continue to live in their traditional
territories in the northeastern United States and southeastern Canada,
preserving their culture and governance systems.

What is the symbolism behind the long house in
Haudenosaunee beliefs?

The long house symbolizes unity, strength, and the extended family. It also
represents the earth and the interconnectedness of all people within the
community.

How did the long house influence Haudenosaunee social
structure?
The long house fostered a matrilineal clan system, where lineage and

inheritance were traced through the mother, emphasizing the importance of
women in social and political life.



What materials were used to build a traditional
Haudenosaunee long house?

Traditional materials included wooden poles for the frame, bark (especially
elm bark) for covering, and wooden pegs or vines for binding the structure
together.

How does the legacy of the People of the Long House
impact modern Indigenous rights movements?

The Haudenosaunee's sophisticated governance system and emphasis on peace and
unity have inspired modern Indigenous rights movements, highlighting
sovereignty, self-governance, and cultural preservation.

Additional Resources

People of the Long House: Exploring the Cultural and Historical Significance

people of the long house is a phrase that immediately evokes images of
indigenous communities tied to distinctive architectural forms and social
structures. Historically, the term primarily refers to several Native
American groups, notably the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois Confederacy), who built
and inhabited the long house as a central fixture of their communal and
cultural life. This article delves into the origins, social organization, and
enduring legacy of the people of the long house, providing a nuanced,
professional examination that highlights their historical importance and
cultural contributions.

Understanding the People of the Long House

The "people of the long house" traditionally describe members of the
Haudenosaunee, a confederation of six Native American nations in the
Northeastern United States and Eastern Canada. These nations include the
Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, Cayuga, Seneca, and Tuscarora peoples. The long
house itself is more than just an architectural structure; it represents a
symbol of unity, community, and identity.

Constructed from wooden poles and covered with bark, the long house is a
large, communal dwelling that could house multiple families related through a
matrilineal kinship system. Unlike isolated single-family homes common in
many cultures, the long house was a physical manifestation of social
cohesion, with each family occupying a designated compartment within the
larger space. The architectural design facilitated both privacy and
collective gatherings, reflecting the balance between individual family units
and the broader community.

Architectural Features of the Long House

The long house varied in length depending on the number of families it
accommodated, sometimes stretching over 100 feet. Key architectural
characteristics include:



e Wooden frame: Constructed with saplings bent to form a sturdy framework.

e Bark covering: Sheets of elm or cedar bark provided insulation and
protection from the elements.

e Internal divisions: Multiple hearths and partitions created separate
family spaces within the open communal layout.

e Entrances: Typically positioned on the long sides, enabling ease of
access for residents.

These features not only provided functional living spaces but also
facilitated cultural practices, including storytelling, ceremonies, and
council meetings.

Social and Political Organization

The people of the long house were organized around a matrilineal clan system,
where descent and inheritance passed through the mother’s line. This kinship
structure profoundly influenced social roles and governance. Women held
significant authority within their clans, including the power to nominate and
depose chiefs, known as sachems.

Matrilineal Clans and Social Roles

Each long house represented a clan or a collection of related clans,
reinforcing the sense of shared identity and responsibility. Women managed
the household and agricultural activities, while men typically handled
hunting, warfare, and political affairs. This division of labor created a
balanced social ecosystem where both genders contributed indispensably to the
community’s survival and prosperity.

Political Governance and the Confederacy

The Haudenosaunee Confederacy, often called the Iroquois League, 1is a
sophisticated political alliance that exemplifies the people of the long
house’s commitment to peace and cooperation. Formed centuries before European
colonization, the confederacy was a pioneering model of federal governance
that influenced democratic principles globally.

The Grand Council, composed of representatives from each nation, met to
discuss matters affecting the entire confederacy. Decisions were made through
consensus, underscoring the importance of dialogue and unity. This system
helped maintain relative peace among the member nations and provided a
platform for collective action.

Cultural Significance and Legacy



The long house remains a powerful symbol of indigenous resilience and
cultural identity. Beyond its physical form, it embodies values of community,
cooperation, and respect for the environment.

Language and Oral Traditions

The people of the long house preserved their histories and traditions through
rich oral storytelling. These narratives passed down knowledge about
creation, moral lessons, and historical events, reinforcing cultural
continuity. Language played a crucial role in these transmissions, with
efforts underway today to revitalize and maintain Haudenosaunee languages as
a means of preserving heritage.

Contemporary Relevance

Today, the legacy of the people of the long house continues to influence
indigenous movements and cultural preservation efforts. Modern long houses
have been constructed in some communities as cultural centers and gathering
places, serving as reminders of ancestral heritage and fostering
intergenerational learning.

Moreover, the political structures of the Haudenosaunee have inspired
contemporary governance models, emphasizing the value of consensus-building
and inclusive leadership.

Comparative Perspectives and Broader
Implications

It is important to contextualize the people of the long house within the
broader spectrum of indigenous architectural and social practices. Similar
communal dwellings, such as the plank houses of the Pacific Northwest or the
pueblos of the Southwest, demonstrate diverse responses to environmental and
social needs.

However, the long house’s unique combination of communal living, matrilineal
social structure, and political federation distinguishes it as a significant
case study in anthropology and indigenous studies.

e Environmental adaptation: Use of locally sourced materials reflects
sustainable practices.

e Social cohesion: Communal living fosters strong kinship bonds and mutual
support.

e Political innovation: The confederacy’s governance model predates and
informs modern democratic systems.

These elements highlight the innovative and sophisticated nature of the
people of the long house, challenging outdated stereotypes of indigenous



societies.

Challenges and Preservation Efforts

Despite their rich heritage, the people of the long house have faced numerous
challenges over centuries, including displacement, cultural assimilation
pressures, and loss of land. Nonetheless, contemporary efforts aim to
preserve and revitalize their culture.

Organizations focused on indigenous rights advocate for the recognition of
the Haudenosaunee’s sovereignty and cultural heritage. Educational programs
and cultural festivals celebrate traditional crafts, language, and the
symbolic significance of the long house.

Role of Museums and Cultural Centers

Museums and cultural centers play a vital role in educating the public and
preserving artifacts related to the people of the long house. Exhibits often
feature traditional clothing, tools, and models of long houses to provide
immersive insights into their way of life.

Collaborations between indigenous communities and academic institutions have
promoted research that respects indigenous knowledge systems and presents an
authentic narrative.

Modern Adaptations

Some contemporary indigenous architects and community leaders have reimagined
the long house concept to suit modern needs while honoring tradition. These
adaptations incorporate sustainable building techniques and serve as
community hubs, linking past and present.

The resurgence of interest in the people of the long house reflects a broader
movement toward cultural reclamation and empowerment among indigenous peoples
worldwide.

Through this exploration, the people of the long house emerge not merely as a
historical group but as a vibrant cultural presence whose legacy informs
current discussions on community, governance, and identity. Their enduring
stories and structures continue to inspire and educate, underscoring the
profound connection between place, people, and purpose.

People Of The Long House

people of the long house: People of the Longhouse W. Michael Gear, Kathleen O'Neal Gear,
2011-02-01 Six hundred years ago in what would become the northeastern United States and
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southeastern Canada, five Iroquois tribes were locked in bitter warfare. From the ashes of violence,
a great Peacemaker was born... Young Odion and his little sister, Tutelo, live in fear that one day
Yellowtail Village will be attacked. When that day comes and Odion and Tutelo are marched away as
slaves, their only hope is that their parents will rescue them. Their mother, War Chief Koracoo, and
their father, Deputy Gonda, think they are tracking an ordinary war party herding captive children
to an enemy village. Koracoo and Gonda do not know that Odion and Tutelo have fallen into the
hands of a legendary evil: Gannajero the Trader. Known as the Crow, she is a figure out of
nightmare, a witch who captures children for her own nefarious purposes. No one can stand against
her powers—except perhaps the mysterious Forest Spirit whose tracks have crisscrossed their own
throughout their journey. Odion and the other children struggle to survive their brutal captivity.
They, too, have seen the Forest Spirit. But like their parents, they can't be sure if the Spirit is a
friend—or is in league with Gannajero.... In People of the Longhouse, New York Times and USA
Today bestselling authors W. Michael Gear and Kathleen O'Neal Gear continue the gripping saga of
North America's Forgotten Past. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.

people of the long house: The People of the Longhouse Edward Marion Chadwick, 1897

people of the long house: The Great Law and the Longhouse William Nelson Fenton, 1998 The
Great Law, a living tradition among the conservative Iroquois, is sustained by celebrating the
condolence ceremony when they mourn a dead chief and install his successor for life on good
behavior. This ritual act, reaching back to the dawn of history, maintains the League of the Iroquois,
the legendary form of government that gave way over time to the Iroquois Confederacy. Fenton
verifies historical accounts from his own long experience of Iroquois society, so that his political
ethnography extends into the twentieth century as he considers in detail the relationship between
customs and events. His main argument is the remarkable continuity of Iroquois political tradition in
the face of military defeat, depopulation, territorial loss, and acculturation to European technology.

people of the long house: The Ordeal of the Longhouse Daniel K. Richter, 2011-05-01
Richter examines a wide range of primary documents to survey the responses of the peoples of the
Iroquois League--the Mohawks, Oneidas, Onondagas, Cayugas, Senecas, and Tuscaroras--to the
challenges of the European colonialization of North America. He demonstrates that by the early
eighteenth century a series of creative adaptations in politics and diplomacy allowed the peoples of
the Longhouse to preserve their cultural autonomy in a land now dominated by foreign powers.

people of the long house: The Life of the Longhouse Peter Metcalf, 2010 The remarkable
longhouses of Borneo remain mysterious. This book describes life within them, and puts them in
their historical and ethnographic context.

people of the long house: Border History from a Borneo Longhouse Valerie Mashman,
2025-10-01 A headman of a remote Kelabit longhouse in Borneo is wrestling with recent changes
caused by logging and roadbuilding. During this time of tension, he tells three historical narratives
defining what makes the good life. His stories of history celebrate pioneering heroes who led
through warfare and migrations, who interact with the Brooke state and initiate peace-making, and
who journey to seek local Christian missionaries. This microhistory highlights the resilience of
values in the face of transformative change, values providing a cultural structure for the Kelabit to
redefine and adapt whilst maintaining their identity as a community., This work is relevant to
Austronesian studies, Southeast Asian history, oral history, the anthropology of value, sociality and
ethnic identity, Christian conversion, and issues of borderlands, decolonization, and indigeneity. It is
of interest to readers concerned with the history of transnational peoples of Borneo, including the
Kelabit, Sa'ban, Kenyah, Ngurek, Penan, and the Lun Dayeh.

people of the long house: Life in a Longhouse Village Bobbie Kalman, 2001 The people who
lived in the northeastern woodlands belonged to many nations and spoke many languages including
Iroquoian and Algonkian. Life in a Longhouse Village was a way of life all of the nations shared.
Children will learn about the fascinating lifestyle of these hunters and farmers and discover what life
was like in a longhouse clan.




people of the long house: Children of the Longhouse Joseph Bruchac, 1998-08-01 When
Ohkwa'ri overhears a group of older boys planning a raid on a neighboring village, he immediately
tells his Mohawk elders. He has done the right thing—but he has also made enemies. Grabber and
his friends will do anything they can to hurt him, especially during the village-wide game of
Tekwaarathon (lacrosse). Ohkwa'ri believes in the path of peace, but can peaceful ways work against
Grabber's wrath? An exciting story that also offers an in-depth look at Native American life centuries
ago. —Kirkus Reviews

people of the long house: A Longhouse Fragmented Brian Joseph Gilley, 2014-01-01 Tells
the social history of the Iroquois people of Ohio during the buildup to removal. A Longhouse
Fragmented is a historic ethnography of the Ohio Iroquois and, in particular, of the people known as
the Seneca of Sandusky during the early nineteenth century. Using contemporary social theory and
interdisciplinary methodologies, Brian Joseph Gilley tells the social history of the Native peoples of
Ohio before and during the sociopolitical buildup to removal. As culturally, geographically, and
socially displaced Iroquois, the Sandusky Iroquois were fragmented away from American
historiographical constructions of Iroquois social history by the American Indian academic
establishment. This fragmentation makes the early cultural history of the Ohio Iroquois an ideal foil
through which to consider how normalized interpretations of social history come to appear real and
have real effects for the subject societies well into the twentieth century. These stories are intended
to begin an overdue conversation about the effects of a unified Iroquois history congealed around
highly specific categories of knowledge. [JThis book is groundbreaking in both its content and its
theoretical orientation. Reframing the story of the Sandusky Senecas[] removal from a tragic
endpoint to an incident in a much longer history of indigenous translocation marks a truly original
intervention in the scholarship on Iroquois history, and also sheds new light on a little-known
chapter in the history of Indian removal.[] [] Jon Parmenter, author of The Edge of the Woods:
Iroquoia, 1534[]1701

people of the long house: Brushed by Cedar, Living by the River Crisca Bierwert, 2019-11-01
A brilliant, experimental ethnography, Brushed by Cedar is destined to change the way
anthropologists write about the people they befriend. Crisca Bierwert has created a fresh
poststructural ethnography that offers new insights into Coast Salish cultures. Arguing against the
existence of a master narrative, she presents her understanding of these Native American peoples of
Washington state and British Columbia, Canada, through poetic bricolage, offering the reader a
pastiche of rich cultural images. Bierwert employs postmodern literary and social analyses to
examine many aspects of Salish culture: legends and their storytellers; domestic violence; longhouse
ceremonies; the importance and power of place; and disputes over fishing rights. Her reflections
overlap as a dialogue would, weaving throughout the book significant threads of Salish knowledge
and creating a nonauthoritative text that nonetheless speaks knowingly. This book represents the
future of contemporary anthropology. Unlike traditional ethnography, it makes no attempt to portray
a complete picture of the Coast Salish. Instead, Bierwert utilizes a critical and diffuse approach that
defies colonial, syncretic, and hegemonic structures and applies advanced literary theory to the
creation of ethnography. Brushed by Cedar is an important guideline for anyone who writes about
other cultures and will be expecially useful to classes in the methodology and history of
ethnography, as well as to scholars specializing in Native American studies or oral literatures.

people of the long house: Encyclopedia of American Indian History Bruce E. Johansen, Barry
M. Pritzker, 2007-07-23 This new four-volume encyclopedia is the most comprehensive and
up-to-date resource available on the history of Native Americans, providing a lively, authoritative
survey ranging from human origins to present-day controversies. From the origins of Native
American cultures through the years of colonialism and non-Native expansion to the present,
Encyclopedia of American Indian History brings the story of Native Americans to life like no other
previous reference on the subject. Featuring the work of many of the field's foremost scholars, it
explores this fundamental and foundational aspect of the American experience with extraordinary
depth, breadth, and currency, carefully balancing the perspectives of both Native and non-Native



Americans. Encyclopedia of American Indian History spans the centuries with three thematically
organized volumes (covering the period from precontact through European colonization; the years of
non-Native expansion (including Indian removal); and the modern era of reservations, reforms, and
reclamation of semi-sovereignty). Each volume includes entries on key events, places, people, and
issues. The fourth volume is an alphabetically organized resource providing histories of Native
American nations, as well as an extensive chronology, topic finder, bibliography, and glossary. For
students, historians, or anyone interested in the Native American experience, Encyclopedia of
American Indian History brings that experience to life in an unprecedented way.

people of the long house: Faces of a Reservation Cynthia D. Stowell, 1987 An attractive and
perceptive photographic and historical view of the Warm Springs Indian Reservation in central
Oregon. 11x11 Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

people of the long house: The Architecture of Life and Death in Borneo Robert L. Winzeler,
2004-01-01 Present-day travelers visiting Borneo to see the marvelous buildings pictured in books
are liable to wonder if they somehow ended up in the wrong place. Much of the architecture of
Borneo and other areas of the humid tropics was never intended to last and, built as it is of wood
and other organic materials, last it has not. Among Borneo's spectacular indigenous buildings, the
longhouses, mortuary monuments, and other architectural forms of the interior are some of the most
outstanding, and much of the renewed interest in indigenous architecture has focused on the rapidly
vanishing or now extinct traditional forms of a small number of surviving examples or recreations.
Drawing on the author's extensive research and travel in Borneo, this impressive and original study
offers a more comprehensive account of this architecture than any previous work. Organized into
two sections, the book first documents and explains traditional built forms in terms of tools and
materials, the environmental context, village organization and social arrangements. This section
includes a full discussion of architecture designs and symbolism, especially those dealing with life
and death. The author next look

people of the long house: Warriors of the Longhouse: Adventures in the Mohawk Village
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-17 Embark on a captivating journey into the world of the Mohawk
people, a proud and resilient nation with a rich cultural heritage. Warriors of the Longhouse:
Adventures in the Mohawk Village offers a comprehensive exploration of their traditions, beliefs, and
contributions to humanity. Step into the heart of the Mohawk village, where the longhouses stand
tall, symbolizing communal living and interdependence. Discover the intricate roles and
responsibilities of men, women, and children, weaving together the fabric of Mohawk society.
Witness the rigorous training and preparation of their warriors, whose courage and prowess in
battle were legendary. Uncover the secrets of their weapons, tactics, and strategies, making them
formidable opponents. Delve into the Mohawk's exceptional artistry and trading prowess. Marvel at
their exquisite crafts, from intricate wampum belts to finely crafted pottery, showcasing their
ingenuity and artistic talents. Trace the extensive trading routes they established, spanning vast
distances and connecting them with diverse cultures. Explore the Mohawk's role as intermediaries in
the exchange of goods and ideas, shaping the economies and societies of the region. Unveil the
spiritual beliefs and practices of the Mohawk, deeply intertwined with the natural world. Discover
their creation stories, legends, and ceremonies, revealing their profound reverence for the earth, its
creatures, and the interconnectedness of all living things. Learn about their shamans and healers,
possessing a deep understanding of medicinal plants and healing techniques, ensuring the health
and well-being of the community. Journey through the Mohawk's history, marked by challenges and
triumphs. Witness their resilience in the face of adversity, from the encroachment of European
settlers to forced removals and assimilation policies. Delve into their ongoing struggles for
recognition and sovereignty, and their efforts to revitalize their language, traditions, and way of life.
Warriors of the Longhouse: Adventures in the Mohawk Village is an immersive exploration of a
proud and vibrant culture, inviting readers to discover the rich legacy of the Mohawk people.
Through captivating storytelling and insightful analysis, this book sheds light on their traditions,
beliefs, and contributions to the world, offering a deeper understanding of their enduring spirit and




resilience. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

people of the long house: Midwinter Rites of the Cayuga Long House Frank Gouldsmith
Speck, Alexander General, 1995-01-01 During his last years ethnohistorian Frank G. Speck turned to
the study of Iroquois ceremonialism. This 1950 book investigates the religious rites of the Cayuga
tribe, one of six in the Iroquois confederation that occupied upstate New York until the American
Revolution. In the 1930s and the 1940s Frank Speck observed the Midwinter Ceremony, the Cayuga
thanksgiving for the blessings of life and health, performed in long houses on the Six Nations
Reserve in Ontario. Collaborating with Alexander General (Deskaheh), the noted Cayuga chief,
Speck describes vividly the rites and dances giving thanks to all spiritual entities. Of special interest
are the medicine societies that not only prescribed herbs but used powerfully evocative masks in
treating the underlying causes of sickness. In a new introduction, William N. Fenton discusses
Speck’s distinguished career.

people of the long house: The Canadian Encyclopedia James H. Marsh, 1999 This edition of
The Canadian Encyclopedia is the largest, most comprehensive book ever published in Canada for
the general reader. It is COMPLETE: every aspect of Canada, from its rock formations to its rock
bands, is represented here. It is UNABRIDGED: all of the information in the four red volumes of the
famous 1988 edition is contained here in this single volume. It has been EXPANDED: since 1988
teams of researchers have been diligently fleshing out old entries and recording new ones; as a
result, the text from 1988 has grown by 50% to over 4,000,000 words. It has been UPDATED: the
researchers and contributors worked hard to make the information as current as possible. Other
words apply to this extraordinary work of scholarship: AUTHORITATIVE, RELIABLE and
READABLE. Every entry is compiled by an expert. Equally important, every entry is written for a
Canadian reader, from the Canadian point of view. The finished work - many years in the making,
and the equivalent of forty average-sized books - is an extraordinary storehouse of information about
our country. This book deserves pride of place on the bookshelf in every Canadian Home. It is no
accident that the cover of this book is based on the Canadian flag. For the proud truth is that this
volume represents a great national achievement. From its formal inception in 1979, this
encyclopedia has always represented a vote of faith in Canada; in Canada as a separate place whose
natural worlds and whose peoples and their achievements deserve to be recorded and celebrated. At
the start of a new century and a new millennium, in an increasingly borderless corporate world that
seems ever more hostile to nationaldistinctions and aspirations, this Canadian Encyclopedia is
offered in a spirit of defiance and of faith in our future. The statistics behind this volume are
staggering. The opening sixty pages list the 250 Consultants, the roughly 4,000 Contributors (all
experts in the field they describe) and the scores of researchers, editors, typesetters, proofreaders
and others who contributed their skills to this massive project. The 2,640 pages incorporate over
10,000 articles and over 4,000,000 words, making it the largest - some might say the greatest -
Canadian book ever published. There are, of course, many special features. These include a map of
Canada, a special page comparing the key statistics of the 23 major Canadian cities, maps of our
cities, a variety of tables and photographs, and finely detailed illustrations of our wildlife, not to
mention the colourful, informative endpapers. But above all the book is encyclopedic - which the
Canadian Oxford Dictionary describes as embracing all branches of learning. This means that (with
rare exceptions) there is satisfaction for the reader who seeks information on any Canadian subject.
From the first entry A mari usque ad mare - from sea to sea (which is Canada's motto, and a good
description of this volume's range) to the Zouaves (who mustered in Quebec to fight for the
beleaguered Papacy) there is the required summary of information, clearly and accurately
presented. For the browser the constant variety of entries and the lure of regular cross-references
will provide hours of fasination. The word encyclopedia derives from Greek expressions alluding to a
grand circle of knowledge. Our knowledge has expandedimmeasurably since the time that one mnd
could encompass all that was known.Yet now Canada's finest scientists, academics and specialists
have distilled their knowledge of our country between the covers of one volume. The result is a book
for every Canadian who values learning, and values Canada.



people of the long house: The Canadian Home Marc Denhez, 1994-09-01 Would you want to
live in a factory-molded cube made of plastic, asbestos, and UFFI? With an H-bomb shelter and the
nuclear furnace underneath? Or a house designed by God to harmonize with the cosmic Muzak? The
Canadian Home explains how our housing came to be including the pagan origins of colonial homes,
why Tudor is not Tudor, and where so many predictions went wrong. But the book is not just about
tastes and floor plans; it also celebrates technological innovation, from prehistoric Inuit windows (of
stretched seal guts) to the R-2000 house and habitation in space. For the first time, records of the
Canadian Home Builders’ Association have been opened to reveal the power plays of bureaucrats,
developers, architects, and financiers and how they affect the quality, affordability, and choice of our
housing today. Fiery debates over the sublime and the ridiculous (e.g. 1940s architectural articles on
whether Toronto should be bombed) are set against the backdrop of Canadian politics and industrial
history. Whether the reader’s interest is in construction, politics, or home decor, this book explains
why the roof over our heads is the way it is. Pierre Berton In his fascinating study of Canadian
shelter, Marc Denhez takes us on a 20,000-year journey from the days of the cave, the tipi, and the
igloo, to the H-bomb shelter and the mobile home. This is, in short, a lively as well as an erudite
study of the development of housing . [It] deserves a permanent position on any library shelf. If you
live in a house or own one or build one if you have a roof over your head read this book. A housing
book with punch and humour immensely enjoyable. -Charles Lynch author, journalist and former
governor of Heritage Canada.
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