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Obedience Training for Hunting Dogs: Building a Reliable Hunting Partner

Obedience training for hunting dogs is an essential foundation that every hunter must prioritize
to develop a successful and enjoyable hunting experience. Whether you are using a retriever, pointer,
or any other breed specialized in hunting, a well-trained dog ensures safety, efficiency, and a stronger
bond between handler and canine. Training goes beyond simple commands—it prepares your dog to
perform under the unique pressures of the hunting field, responding accurately and promptly amid
distractions.

Understanding the importance of obedience training for hunting dogs is the first step toward fostering
a dependable partner. This article explores key strategies, techniques, and tips that will help you
shape your dog into a skilled hunter who listens and performs with confidence.

Why Obedience Training Is Crucial for Hunting Dogs

Hunting dogs require more than basic pet obedience—they need specialized training tailored to their
role in the field. Without a strong obedience foundation, commands can be missed or ignored in
critical moments, leading to lost game or unsafe situations.

Obedience training ensures your hunting dog:

- Responds promptly to commands such as "sit," "stay," "come," and "heel."
- Maintains focus despite distractions like wildlife, other dogs, or environmental noise.
- Works cooperatively with you and other dogs during group hunts.
- Understands boundaries and off-limit areas.
- Is safe around firearms and hunting equipment.

Many hunting breeds are naturally eager and intelligent, but their instincts alone aren’t enough.
Structured training transforms raw enthusiasm into controlled, purposeful behavior that makes
hunting productive and enjoyable.

Essential Commands in Obedience Training for Hunting
Dogs

Before diving into advanced hunting skills, your dog should master fundamental obedience
commands. These serve as the building blocks for more complex instructions used in the hunting
field.

Basic Commands Every Hunting Dog Should Know



Come: A reliable recall command is critical for safety and control.

Sit: Helps manage the dog’s behavior during pauses or waiting periods.

Stay: Keeps your dog in position until you give another command, useful for preventing
premature flushing of game.

Heel: Ensures your dog walks calmly beside you, maintaining control during the approach and
departure stages of a hunt.

Leave It: Prevents your dog from chasing or picking up unwanted objects or wildlife.

Practicing these commands regularly, both at home and outdoors, builds consistency. Using positive
reinforcement like treats, praise, and play makes the learning process enjoyable and effective.

Techniques for Effective Obedience Training

Hunting dogs respond best to training approaches that respect their natural instincts while providing
clear guidance. Here are some proven methods to enhance your dog’s obedience skills:

Positive Reinforcement

Reward-based training encourages desired behaviors by associating commands with enjoyable
outcomes. When your dog obeys a command, offer a treat, affection, or a favorite toy immediately.
This approach builds trust and motivation without fear or intimidation.

Consistency and Patience

Dogs thrive on routine. Using the same commands, tone, and signals every session helps your dog
understand expectations. Avoid frustration if your dog struggles initially; persistence and calm
repetition are keys to success.

Short, Frequent Sessions

Keep training sessions brief—around 10 to 15 minutes each—but conduct them multiple times a day.
This prevents boredom and helps maintain your dog’s focus.

Training in Varied Environments

Since hunting occurs in unpredictable settings, gradually expose your dog to different terrains,



sounds, and distractions. This builds confidence and ensures your dog can obey commands even in
challenging situations.

Advanced Obedience Skills for Hunting Dogs

Once your dog has mastered basic obedience, you can introduce hunting-specific commands that
enhance field performance. These skills often require more time and specialized techniques.

Directional Commands

Teaching your dog to respond to hand signals or verbal cues like "left," "right," and "back" allows you
to guide them remotely while hunting. This is especially useful for pointing or flushing breeds that
work at a distance.

Steadiness on Command

Steadiness means your dog remains still and calm until you release them, preventing premature
chasing or disturbance of game. This is vital during flushing, retrieving, or when waiting for your shot.

Retrieve and Hold Commands

Training your dog to retrieve game gently and bring it back without dropping or damaging it is critical.
Commands like "fetch," "hold," and "drop" are practiced repeatedly to ensure precision.

Hunting-Specific Recall

Unlike everyday recall, hunting recall often involves calling your dog from a long distance and amidst
distractions. Building a strong, reliable hunting recall ensures your dog returns promptly, saving time
and preventing lost game.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Training hunting dogs is rewarding but not without obstacles. Recognizing and addressing common
issues early can keep your progress on track.

Distraction and Overexcitement



Hunting environments are filled with stimuli that can overwhelm your dog. To combat this, increase
distractions gradually during training and reward calm, focused behavior. Using a long training leash
during early outdoor sessions allows control while encouraging exploration.

Stubbornness or Selective Hearing

Some hunting breeds have independent streaks, making obedience challenging. Maintaining
consistent training, using high-value rewards, and keeping sessions engaging helps overcome
stubbornness.

Fear or Anxiety Around Firearms

Introducing your dog to the sound of gunfire should be done carefully. Start with recordings at low
volumes, gradually increasing as your dog becomes comfortable. Pair sounds with treats and calm
reassurance to build positive associations.

Tools and Equipment to Aid Obedience Training

Using the right tools can enhance your training efficiency and your dog’s learning experience.

Clicker: A clicker helps mark desired behaviors precisely, reinforcing commands with
consistency.

Long Training Leash: Offers control while allowing freedom to explore, especially useful for
recall training.

Training Collar: Options like martingale or gentle leader collars provide control without
discomfort.

Toys and Treats: High-value rewards keep your dog motivated and engaged.

Whistle: Useful for recall commands over long distances in the field.

Selecting equipment that suits your dog’s size, temperament, and training goals makes a big
difference in the overall process.

Integrating Obedience Training into Hunting Practice

Training should not be confined to controlled environments. Incorporating obedience practice during
actual hunting trips strengthens your dog’s skills and builds trust.



When in the field, keep commands clear and consistent. Praise and reward your dog for good
behavior, whether it’s holding steady or returning promptly. Use hunting outings as practical lessons
where your dog applies learned obedience in real-world scenarios.

Over time, your dog will anticipate your cues and work seamlessly alongside you, making hunting
both effective and enjoyable.

Obedience training for hunting dogs is a journey that requires dedication, patience, and
understanding of canine behavior. When done well, it creates a partnership that elevates the hunting
experience, ensuring safety, success, and lasting memories shared with your loyal companion.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is obedience training for hunting dogs?
Obedience training for hunting dogs involves teaching dogs basic commands and behaviors to ensure
they respond promptly and reliably during hunting activities, improving safety and effectiveness.

At what age should I start obedience training for my hunting
dog?
It's best to start obedience training as early as 8 weeks old to establish good habits early, though
training can continue effectively at any age.

What are the most important commands for hunting dogs to
learn?
Essential commands include 'sit,' 'stay,' 'come,' 'heel,' 'fetch,' 'leave it,' and 'steady,' which help
maintain control and communication during hunts.

How can I train my hunting dog to respond reliably off-leash?
Consistent practice with positive reinforcement in various environments, gradually increasing distance
and distractions, helps ensure reliable off-leash obedience.

What role does socialization play in obedience training for
hunting dogs?
Socialization helps hunting dogs remain calm and focused around other animals, people, and new
environments, which is crucial for obedience and performance in the field.

How long does it typically take to complete obedience
training for a hunting dog?
Basic obedience training can take several weeks to a few months, depending on the dog’s breed, age,
and previous training experience.



Can obedience training improve a hunting dog’s safety during
hunts?
Yes, obedience training ensures dogs respond promptly to commands, preventing them from chasing
dangerous animals or getting lost.

What are some common challenges in obedience training for
hunting dogs?
Common challenges include distractions in the field, high prey drive, inconsistent training, and lack of
patience from the handler.

Should I use professional help for obedience training my
hunting dog?
Professional trainers can provide expert guidance, especially for complex tasks or behavioral issues,
though many owners successfully train their dogs with consistent effort.

How does obedience training for hunting dogs differ from
regular pet obedience training?
Hunting dog obedience training often focuses more on off-leash control, specific hunting commands,
and maintaining focus amidst distractions unique to hunting environments.

Additional Resources
Obedience Training for Hunting Dogs: Enhancing Performance and Safety in the Field

obedience training for hunting dogs forms the cornerstone of successful hunting expeditions,
blending discipline, communication, and mutual trust between handler and dog. Hunting dogs,
whether pointers, retrievers, or flushers, must respond promptly and accurately to commands amidst
the distractions of rugged terrains, unpredictable wildlife, and varying environmental conditions. This
article delves into the critical role of obedience training within the hunting context, exploring effective
methods, challenges, and the evolving techniques that enable dogs to perform at their best while
ensuring safety and ethical hunting practices.

The Significance of Obedience Training for Hunting
Dogs

Obedience training for hunting dogs transcends basic command execution; it is about cultivating a
working partnership where the dog instinctively understands and anticipates the handler’s intentions.
Unlike conventional pet obedience, training hunting dogs demands a nuanced approach tailored to
the specific breed’s hunting style and the type of game pursued. A well-trained hunting dog not only
exhibits reliability in the field but also reduces the risk of accidents, such as chasing non-target



animals or straying into hazardous areas.

Studies have shown that structured obedience training can improve a dog’s responsiveness by up to
40% in high-distraction environments, a crucial factor during hunts where distractions abound.
Furthermore, obedience reduces the handler’s physical exertion and mental stress, as dogs that
respond to voice commands or hand signals streamline the hunting process.

Key Commands and Their Importance

Several core commands form the foundation of obedience training for hunting dogs:

Come: Ensures the dog returns promptly, preventing it from chasing unintended targets or
getting lost.

Heel: Maintains the dog’s position close to the handler, especially during walking or
maneuvering through dense brush.

Stay: Critical for controlling the dog’s movement when necessary, such as waiting before
flushing game.

Fetch/Retrieve: Essential for retrieving downed game without damaging it.

Speak/Quiet: Commands that modulate the dog’s vocalizations to avoid alerting game
prematurely.

Mastering these commands involves repetitive drills and positive reinforcement, with an emphasis on
consistency and timing. The ability of a hunting dog to respond reliably to such commands often
differentiates an average hunting trip from a successful one.

Training Methods and Techniques

Obedience training for hunting dogs encompasses a variety of techniques, each with its advantages
and potential limitations. The choice of method often depends on the dog’s temperament, breed
traits, and the handler’s experience.

Positive Reinforcement

Widely regarded as the most humane and effective approach, positive reinforcement uses rewards
such as treats, praise, or play to encourage desirable behaviors. This method promotes a strong bond
between dog and handler and fosters enthusiasm in the dog’s work ethic. For hunting dogs, positive
reinforcement can be tied to specific hunting tasks, such as rewarding successful retrieves or
accurate pointing.



Clicker Training

Clicker training is a form of positive reinforcement that introduces a distinct sound—a “click”—to
mark the exact moment the dog performs the desired behavior. This precise communication tool
accelerates learning and aids in complex obedience sequences. Hunting dogs trained with clickers
often show improved precision in task execution.

Correction-Based Training

Some traditional training programs incorporate correction or aversive stimuli to discourage
undesirable behaviors. While potentially effective in certain scenarios, this approach risks damaging
the dog-handler relationship and may cause stress or fear in the dog. Modern trainers tend to
recommend minimizing corrections in favor of positive methods, especially for sensitive breeds used
in hunting.

Challenges in Obedience Training for Hunting Dogs

Training hunting dogs presents unique challenges compared to domestic pets or service dogs. The
high-energy nature of hunting breeds, combined with their innate prey drive, can complicate
obedience efforts.

Distraction Management

One of the foremost challenges is teaching dogs to maintain focus despite the presence of birds,
scents, and other wildlife. Training sessions must gradually introduce distractions, ensuring the dog
learns to prioritize commands over instinctual impulses.

Environmental Variability

Hunting environments vary widely—from dense forests and wetlands to open fields and mountainous
regions. Dogs must adapt their obedience to changing terrain, weather conditions, and visibility.
Training in diverse settings is essential to prepare dogs for real-world hunting scenarios.

Consistency and Handler Skill

The effectiveness of obedience training is heavily dependent on the handler’s consistency and skill.
Mixed signals, inconsistent commands, or infrequent training can undermine progress. Handlers must
commit to regular practice and continually refine their communication techniques.



Technological Advances and Tools in Training

Recent years have seen the integration of technology in obedience training for hunting dogs,
enhancing efficiency and precision.

GPS Tracking Collars: Allow handlers to monitor the dog’s location in real-time, adding a layer
of safety and control, particularly in expansive hunting grounds.

Electronic Training Collars: When used responsibly and sparingly, these collars can reinforce
commands remotely, especially in recall training.

Mobile Training Apps: Provide structured training schedules, progress tracking, and
instructional videos tailored to hunting dog obedience.

While these tools offer clear benefits, reliance on technology should complement rather than replace
fundamental training principles.

Breed-Specific Considerations

Different hunting breeds exhibit varying temperaments and learning styles, influencing their training
needs. For example, retrievers like Labradors are often eager to please and respond well to positive
reinforcement, while hounds may require more patience due to independent tendencies. Recognizing
these differences enables handlers to tailor obedience training programs effectively.

In sum, obedience training for hunting dogs is a multifaceted discipline requiring a blend of patience,
knowledge, and adaptability. As hunting continues to evolve with ethical and environmental
considerations, the role of well-trained dogs becomes increasingly vital. By integrating proven training
methods and embracing emerging technologies, handlers can enhance their dogs’ performance,
safety, and overall hunting experience.

Obedience Training For Hunting Dogs

  obedience training for hunting dogs: Retriever Puppy Training Clarice Rutherford, Cherylon
Loveland, 2019-02-08 Retriever Puppy Training presents a program of basic training that will turn
young retrievers into efficient and enthusiastic hunting companions. A step-by-step teaching
schedule provides the continuity so important to fostering a puppy’s confidence. A favorite with
people starting out with their first retriever or those who want to raise a hunting companion from
puppyhood, the program is equally effective with young dogs starting beyond that age. Experienced
handlers and those planning to trial or hunt test their dogs will also find it helpful.This dog training
book covers puppy selection, puppy personality types, basic housedog manners, and a progressive
retriever training program that includes water retrieves, blinds, and marks. When your pup has
completed this program, he will be ready to hunt. You will have worked out of all the excuses that

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/obedience-training-for-hunting-dogs.pdf


retrievers try to use, and you will have a well-mannered companion. Completely revised in 2010.
TRAIN YOUR YOUNG RETRIEVER TO BE AN ENTHUSIASTIC HUNTER! • How to work with your
retriever puppy’s unique personality • Correlate dog training to your pup’s mental and physical
development • Train your dog with lessons that are thorough and effective • Teach obedience and
house manners simultaneously with fieldwork Cherylon Loveland trains both hunting and field trial
dogs at her Colorado training kennel, Hunt-Field, including dogs that were finalists at National
Championship stakes, Derby dogs, dogs that have earned FC/AFC titles, Hunt Test qualifiers, and
Master Hunters. Clarice Rutherford was a Labrador Retriever breeder and trainer for sixteen years.
She is the author/coauthor of four books, including the popular best seller, How to Raise a Puppy
You Can Live With. Note from Dogwise Publishing: Please be aware that this older title may
recommend some training techniques that are now considered outdated. At the time of publication
the use of negative reinforcement and positive punishment were more widely used to teach certain
types of behaviors, especially with dogs who display a high degree of resilience. We encourage
owners to always use the least intrusive, minimally aversive methods possible.
https://m.iaabc.org/about/position-statements/lima/
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Dog Training Jason Smith, 2007-03-01 There is nothing
more pleasing to an avid bird hunter than to watch a well-trained sporting dog do what it was bred
to do: hunt. Likewise, there is nothing more pleasing to a pet owner than to watch their well-trained
family dog interact in a calm and controlled manner with family and friends. With step-by-step
instructions and detailed photographs and illustrations, this book provides proven information for
achieving the best of both those worlds. Everything is discussed from choosing a sporting breed
(retriever or pointer), to basic family-friendly obedience commands, to introducing the dog to the
sound of a gun, competing in field trials and hunt tests, using an electronic collar, and keeping your
sporting dog happy and healthy. It even covers how the nation's top trainers troubleshoot some of
the more common problems faced in the field.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Hunting Dogs Oliver Hartley, 2022-09-16 In Hunting
Dogs by Oliver Hartley, the reader is taken on a journey through the obscure world of underground
dog fighting in rural America. Hartley's gritty and raw writing style brings to light the brutality and
desperation of the characters involved in this illegal and inhumane sport. The book seamlessly
blends elements of crime fiction with a social commentary on the ethical treatment of animals,
leaving the reader questioning the depths of human depravity. Hartley's writing is reminiscent of
Truman Capote's In Cold Blood with its unflinching look at a dark and hidden subculture. The vivid
imagery and vivid characterizations make Hunting Dogs a gripping and unsettling read that will stay
with the reader long after finishing the last page. Oliver Hartley's background as a journalist
covering crime and animal rights issues provides insight into the motivations behind writing a book
that exposes the harsh realities of dog fighting. The author's dedication to shedding light on such a
controversial topic makes Hunting Dogs a must-read for those interested in thought-provoking and
impactful literature.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Train Me a Gun Dog Here Is What to Do Thomas P.
Dwyer, 2019-03-16 Tom Dwyer was born and raised in Pittsfield, Mass. He made his home in NH
with his wife and three children. Tom owned and operated Millbrook Kennels where he trained and
bred dogs. The author of two books; “Pointers-Just a few” and “Breeding- A Pup or Two,” Tom really
shows his passion for training and breeding dogs. Tom’s third and final book: “Train Me A Gun
Dog-Here Is What To Do,” explains various techniques on how to care for and train your dog to hunt.
It is written in simple, but informative terms so that the novice hunter can learn the skills of hunting
and the experienced hunter can enhance their skills. Tom was determined to finish this book prior to
his passing from cancer in 2014. With the help of his family, the book was finally published in 2018.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Hunting dog training Roland Berger, 2022-04-14
Already centuries ago the hunters of that time found out that a hunt together with a hunting helper
is much easier than if only humans participate in this hunt. They found out that especially dogs show
a sense of detection indispensable on the hunt, which a human alone could never imitate or copy in



such a way. Especially for this purpose, dog breeds have been bred over the years to make a
hunter's life easier. So how do I find out which dog breed best suits me as a hunter? What kind of
hunting can he do with me and what exactly do I have to do once I have acquired a dog? After all,
not just any dog is allowed to come along on a hunt. Instead, this is regulated by the state, which is
why there are also some guidelines to follow that the hunter should place great importance on. This
can clearly confuse a prospective dog handler or hunter. Basically, any family dog can become a
hunting dog. Nevertheless, there are some requirements that a dog must meet in order to be
admitted to or pass the usefulness test for hunting dogs. Suitable dog breeds are presented in the
book. In this book you will find many important contents about the training of hunting dogs: -
Hunting - Dog breeds - Training your own dog - Dummy training - Anti-hunting training - The
equipment This guidebook is intended to help a hunter to get his hunting companion through the
serviceability test for hunting dogs without any problems, so that said hunting helper can also
become a full-fledged member of the hunt. This book will give you an insight into the training of a
hunting dog and not only that. It is a glimpse into a bond between man and animal that does not
often exist on such a high and extreme level between an owner and their pet. The hunting dog is not
just a tool, but a family member and also someone who enjoys just being petted and played with. We
wish you a lot of fun with your hunting dog.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Expert Advice on Gun Dog Training David Michael
Duffey, 1985 America's top professional trainers reveal how you can use their methods.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Training Hunting Dogs, Bird Dogs, Spaniels, Retrievers,
and Hounds Dog Encyclopedia, 2011-10-01
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Hunting Dogs Oliver Hartley, 2018-02-15 This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true
to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world),
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America,
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work,
as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a
historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc.
Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced,
and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process,
and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Top Dog Joseph Middleton, 2004 A perfect new
addition to the popular Richard A. Wolters series, trusted by hundreds of thousands of dog lovers for
the past forty yearsMaster dog trainer Richard Wolters was renowned for his innovative techniques,
customized to achieve superior results for a variety of pet owners. Now his protégé, Joseph
Middleton, combines the lessons from the top-selling books in Wolters’s series—Water Dog, Gun
Dog, and Game Dog—with the latest methods. The result is a comprehensive, up-to-date guide for
amateur trainers. Featuring time-tested wisdom for raising well-behaved canines, Top Dogincludes: -
Six tests for selecting the correct puppy in the litter - All the basics of obedience that work on any
age dog - The humane way to train with the electronic collar - Refined aspects of retrieval, including
difficult, multiple-blind retrieves - Drills for an advanced hunting retriever and field trailer Whether
raising a hunting dog or a family pet, readers will at last be able to realize the dream of owning a
true “top dog,” a retriever that they’ll be proud of in the duck blind or at home with the kids. Sure to
set the standard for years to come, Top Dogtakes the dog-training category to a new level.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Tom Dokken's Retriever Training Tom Dokken,
2009-06-16 Hunting Success Begins Here! In Tom Dokken's Retriever Training, America's leading
trainer helps you channel your hunting dog's huge ambition so he works for you, the way you want,
and does so happily.After using the time-tested methods in Tom Dokken's Retriever Training, you'll
have a reliable retriever that: • Obeys commands on- and off-leash • Retrieves birds to hand •



Remains steady to shot • Quarters and flushes upland game • Finds downed birds • Takes hand
signals
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Gundog Training Like a Pro Gale Jensen, 2021-08-03
Flushers, Retrievers and Pointers: Discover A Complete Guide To Training An Obedient, Enthusiastic
Hunting Dog Are you looking for a dog companion to take on hunting adventures, but don't know
which breed to choose? Is your gundog resisting training and disobeying your commands? Do you
want to start training your puppy to be a bird dog, but don't know where to start? Training any dog
requires an extreme amount of patience, but training a bird dog... That's usually reserved for
professional trainers and experts, right? Not any more! If you enjoy hunting and want to increase
your chances of hunting prey and scoring game, a hunting dog is the way to go. Dogs have been our
companions for thousands of years, and some breeds were deliberately bred for outdoors and
hunting. However, training these breeds can be tricky. Yes, they are genetically disposed to flush,
retrieve, or point, but genes are not enough. Bird dogs, or hunting dogs in general, require a firm
hand, a great amount of knowledge, and a variety of training drills and techniques to polish their
hunting instinct. This process requires time and patience, and that part is on you. But when it comes
to training, we've got you covered. In Gundog Training Like a Pro, you will discover: The top bird
dog breeds for beginners, and how to choose one to fit your hunting preferences and lifestyle,
including a breed's personality traits and hunting speciality Which dog training method to choose --
Leader vs. Positive Reinforcement, and how to combine them for best results What to look for in a
breeder when choosing your bird dog puppy, and things to look out for when evaluating the litter A
guide through your puppy's first year of training: Discover how to prep your dog for formal hunting
training Basic commands for bird dogs and drills to train obedience, including tips on tone of voice
and phrases Formal hunting training exercises and techniques, to help you raise a perfect hunting
companion A list of training mistakes to avoid and common bird dog problems in the field, including
some popular training myths that might hinder your training Common hunting breeds health issues,
and how to prevent them with proper nutrition A guide through essential and helpful bird dog
training tools, teaching aids and equipment And much more. If you have a special affection toward
hunting breeds, but you're not a hunter, don't be discouraged: gun or bird dogs make excellent pets.
However, you do need to invest some time and energy to train them. They are natural hunters,
governed by their instincts. It can be a tricky situation -- you need to teach your dog how to control
those instincts and obey you, without suppressing their nature. With a combination of clear
instructions and fascinating insight into the mentality of hunting breeds, even a first-time owner will
be able to train their dog to its full potential. If you're ready to transform your dog into a great
hunter, then scroll up and click the Add to Cart button right now.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Dog Training Jason A. Smith, 2003 There is nothing
more pleasing to an avid bird hunter than to watch a well-trained sporting dog do what it was bred
to do: hunt. Likewise, there is nothing more pleasing to a pet owner than to watch their well-trained
family dog interact in a calm and controlled manner with family and friends. Author Jason Smith
shows you how to have the best of both worlds. You'll learn how to choose the sporting breed
(retriever or pointer) best suited for your needs, how to choose a breeder, and how to evaluate a
litter and pick a puppy. Next, you'll see how to introduce the puppy to your home and family, and
tips for housebreaking and teaching your dog the word no. From there, you'll learn how to teach the
young dog basic obedience commands such as sit, stay, come, heel, down, and kennel. Once the
basics are mastered, you and your dog will progress to more advanced drills for learning the primary
hunting skills, such as retrieving and pointing. You'll even learn how the nation's top trainers
troubleshoot some of the more common problems you'll face in the field. The final chapters discuss
the following topics: introducing your dog to the sound of a gun, competing in field trials and hunt
tests, using an electronic collar, and keeping your sporting dog happy and healthy.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: FROM SIT TO GUNDOG Steven B. Reider,
2020-03-26 From Sit to Gundog is a wonderful book. Steve Reider's comfortable prose, practical
wisdom, and dog-training expertise guides the reader along a rich and colorful journey that



addresses virtually every key step of dog ownership, basic discipline, and hunt training. It is
informative and fun to read and weaves a masterfully descriptive narrative with an attractive
collection of corresponding photographs of the dogs, tools, and methods used to prepare competent
bird hunting dogs and responsive family dogs. From Sit to Gundog is a book for anyone who loves
dogs and appreciates the indelible bond that can flourish between a well-trained dog and a loving
human companion. —Dr. Stephen Davis Professor Emeritus California Polytechnic University
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Wlodarczyk,
2018-08-27 In Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Włodarczyk provides a long overdue look at the
history of companion dog training methods in North America since the mid-nineteenth century,
when the market of popular training handbooks emerged. Włodarczyk argues that changes in the
functions and goals of dog training are entangled in bigger cultural discourses; with a particular
focus on how animal training has served as a field for playing out anxieties related to race, class and
gender in North America. By applying a Foucauldian genealogical perspective, the book shows how
changes in training methods correlate with shifts in dominant regimes of power. It traces the rise
and fall of obedience as a category for conceptualizing relationships with dogs.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: The Training and Care of the Versatile Hunting Dog
Edward D. Bailey, Sigbot Winterhelt, 1973
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Retrieving for All Occasions Elsa Blomster, Lena
Gunnarsson, 2015-05-07 Do you have a gun dog and want to have a great time working with your
dog and perhaps enter a field trial? Do you want to find a training method where your dog has just
as much fun as you do? Do you want to learn how to combine reward based training and field trial
training? If so, this is the book for you. Retrieving for All Occasions is an accessible and inspiring
book about how you can use the reward based training philosophy in your gun dog training. The
book describes an approach to gun dog training that will challenge you to try something new – if you
have the desire and will to do so. This book includes over 100 exercises to train a talented spaniel or
retriever. The exercises are for introductory field trial classes for spaniels and retrievers, but this
book is also useful for those who have pointers or setters and want to train them for gun dog work.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: The American Hunting Dog Warren Hastings Miller,
2008-10 This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may
contain imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe
this work is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for
protecting, preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern
editions that are true to the original work.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Gundog Training for the Duck and Goose Hunter
(Hardback) Eric Begbie, 2008-07-06 Hard copy version of this excellent book that contains step by
step, easy to follow lessons for training the wildfowler's retriever. Based on Eric Begbie's Gundog
Training Broadsheets,adapted for the waterfowler, this book uses only humane training methods and
also contains a selection of wildfowling tales. This book is a must for every wildfowler who uses a
gundog when he goes hunting.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Training a Young Pointer Joseph Healy, 2005-07-25
The story of a bird dog's early years, showing how an owner selects a pup and finds a trainer. Tips
on housebreaking, socialization, basic commands, field training, whistle training and ranging
methods, types of training collars, using a check cord, release and fetch commands. Interviews and
insights with longtime pointing-dog owners, trainers, and other experts.
  obedience training for hunting dogs: Hunting with Spaniels Paul Morrison, 2012-04-10
One of Kennel Club Books' Country Dog titles, Hunting with Spaniels covers everything you need to
know about selecting, training, and caring for flushing spaniels, including basic first aid. Lessons
include basic training, using birds and bumpers, commands, obedience, field training, using
whistles, retrieving, acclimating to the sound of gunfire, retrieving in water, marking the object, and
quartering a field. Includes a section on The American Kennel Club (AKC) Spaniel Hunt Test
program.
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