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Margaret Atwood The Handmaid’s Tale: A Timeless Exploration of Power and Resistance

margaret atwood the handmaids tale stands as one of the most influential dystopian novels in
modern literature. Since its publication in 1985, it has captivated readers around the world with its
chilling portrayal of a totalitarian society where women’s rights are stripped away, and individuality is
crushed under the weight of oppressive control. But The Handmaid’s Tale is far more than just a story
of dystopia; it’s a profound commentary on gender, power, and resistance that remains strikingly
relevant today.

In this article, we’ll dive deep into the world of Margaret Atwood’s masterpiece, exploring its themes,
characters, and cultural impact. Whether you’re encountering Offred’s story for the first time or
revisiting the chilling world of Gilead, there’s much to uncover about why this novel continues to
resonate.

The Origins of The Handmaid’s Tale

Margaret Atwood wrote The Handmaid’s Tale during a time of political unrest and the rise of
conservative movements, which influenced her vision of a dystopian future. Drawing from historical
instances of oppression and religious extremism, Atwood imagined the Republic of Gilead, a society
built on rigid patriarchal control and theocratic rule.

Historical and Political Influences

Atwood has often emphasized that the events in The Handmaid’s Tale are not purely fictional but
rooted in real-world possibilities. She coined the term “speculative fiction” rather than science fiction
to highlight that the novel extrapolates from actual historical events. The rise of fundamentalism, the
subjugation of women in various cultures, and policies restricting reproductive rights all played a role
in shaping the narrative.

The Plot and Setting of Margaret Atwood The
Handmaid’s Tale

Set in the near future, the story unfolds in the Republic of Gilead, a totalitarian regime that has
overthrown the United States government. Environmental disasters and plummeting birthrates have
led society to enforce strict control over reproduction. Women are categorized into roles based on
their fertility, with “Handmaids” assigned to bear children for elite couples.

The protagonist, known only as Offred, serves as a Handmaid. Through her eyes, readers experience
the brutal realities of life in Gilead—the surveillance, the loss of freedom, and the constant threat of
violence. The narrative is a haunting exploration of control, identity, and the will to survive.



Character Breakdown

- **Offred**: The narrator and central character, whose name signifies possession (“Of Fred”). Her
internal struggles provide a deeply personal perspective on oppression.
- **The Commander**: A high-ranking official who represents the patriarchal power structure.
- **Serena Joy**: The Commander’s wife, embodying the complexities of women’s complicity in
systems of oppression.
- **Moira**: Offred’s friend and symbol of rebellion, representing hope and resistance.

Themes and Symbolism in Margaret Atwood The
Handmaid’s Tale

One of the reasons The Handmaid’s Tale remains a powerful work is its rich layering of themes and
symbols that invite reflection and discussion.

Control Over Women’s Bodies

Atwood’s novel starkly addresses the control of women’s reproductive rights. In Gilead, women have
lost autonomy over their bodies, reduced to mere vessels for childbearing. This theme resonates
strongly with ongoing debates about reproductive freedom worldwide, making the novel a poignant
political statement.

Language and Resistance

Language plays a crucial role in both oppression and rebellion. The regime manipulates biblical texts
to justify its practices, twisting words to maintain control. Conversely, Offred’s secret storytelling and
memories serve as acts of resistance, illustrating the power of narrative to preserve identity and
hope.

Religious Extremism and Theocracy

The society depicted in The Handmaid’s Tale is governed by a strict religious ideology that enforces
conformity and punishes dissent. Atwood critiques the dangers of religious fundamentalism when it
merges with political power, highlighting how such systems can justify cruelty under the guise of
divine will.

The Cultural Impact of Margaret Atwood The



Handmaid’s Tale

Since its release, The Handmaid’s Tale has transcended literary circles to influence popular culture,
activism, and political discourse.

Adaptations and Popularity

The most notable adaptation is the acclaimed television series that premiered in 2017. The show
brought renewed attention to Atwood’s novel, introducing it to new generations and sparking
conversations about gender and power. The iconic red handmaid costumes have become symbols in
protests advocating for women’s rights globally.

Relevance in Today’s World

The themes of The Handmaid’s Tale feel particularly urgent in light of recent political developments
and debates over women’s autonomy. Activists have drawn parallels between Gilead’s laws and real-
world policies that seek to restrict reproductive rights. This ongoing relevance has cemented the
novel as a critical tool for understanding and resisting oppression.

Why Margaret Atwood’s Writing Style Matters

Atwood’s prose is both accessible and profound, blending poetic imagery with sharp social critique.
Her use of first-person narrative allows readers intimate access to Offred’s thoughts and emotions,
creating a powerful empathetic connection.

The Art of Speculative Fiction

By grounding her dystopia in plausible realities, Atwood invites readers to reflect on the fragility of
freedom and the importance of vigilance. Her writing encourages critical thinking about how societies
function and what can happen when power goes unchecked.

Exploring Further: Related Works and Themes

If Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale leaves you wanting more, consider exploring Atwood’s
other works that tackle similar themes of gender, power, and identity, such as *Alias Grace* and
*Oryx and Crake*. Additionally, other dystopian novels like *1984* by George Orwell or *Brave New
World* by Aldous Huxley can provide broader context on totalitarianism and societal control.



Tips for Readers Diving into The Handmaid’s Tale

- **Pay attention to symbolism:** Objects like the color red, flowers, and biblical references carry
deep meaning.
- **Reflect on the historical parallels:** Understanding past and present political climates can enrich
your reading experience.
- **Engage with discussions:** Joining book clubs or online forums can offer diverse perspectives and
insights.
- **Watch the TV adaptation:** It complements the novel by expanding on characters and themes
while emphasizing visual storytelling.

Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale remains a cornerstone of contemporary literature, not only
for its gripping narrative but for its unflinching examination of power, gender, and resistance. Its
enduring legacy lies in its ability to challenge readers to think critically about the world around them
and the importance of safeguarding human rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Margaret Atwood's 'The
Handmaid's Tale'?
The central theme of 'The Handmaid's Tale' is the oppression of women in a dystopian society,
exploring themes of power, control, and the loss of individual rights under a totalitarian regime.

How does Margaret Atwood portray the role of women in 'The
Handmaid's Tale'?
Atwood portrays women as being subjugated and stripped of their autonomy, with their roles strictly
defined as wives, handmaids, or Marthas, highlighting the dangers of patriarchal control and the
erasure of female identity.

What inspired Margaret Atwood to write 'The Handmaid's
Tale'?
Atwood was inspired by historical and contemporary events related to women's rights,
authoritarianism, and religious extremism, drawing from real-world examples to create the fictional
dystopia of Gilead.

How has 'The Handmaid's Tale' influenced modern discussions
about feminism and politics?
The novel has become a powerful symbol in feminist and political discourse, often cited in debates
about reproductive rights, gender equality, and authoritarianism, inspiring activism and adaptations
like the acclaimed television series.



What is the significance of the color red in 'The Handmaid's
Tale'?
The color red symbolizes fertility, sexuality, and the enforced role of the handmaids as childbearers. It
serves as a visual marker of control and oppression, making the handmaids easily identifiable and
symbolizing their restricted freedom.

Additional Resources
Margaret Atwood The Handmaid’s Tale: A Timeless Reflection on Power, Gender, and Society

margaret atwood the handmaids tale stands as one of the most influential dystopian novels of
the 20th century and continues to resonate powerfully in contemporary discourse. Published in 1985,
this seminal work by Canadian author Margaret Atwood explores themes of authoritarianism, gender
oppression, and the interplay of religion and politics in a totalitarian regime. Its impact has been
magnified by the critically acclaimed television adaptation, which has introduced the story to a new
generation and sparked renewed debate on civil liberties and women’s rights worldwide.

Atwood’s novel is set in the fictional theocratic state of Gilead, where environmental degradation and
plummeting birth rates have led to draconian measures to control reproduction. The narrative is
primarily told through the perspective of Offred, a Handmaid whose sole function is to bear children
for the ruling elite. The chilling world Atwood constructs serves as a cautionary tale, inviting readers
to scrutinize the fragility of democracy and the dangers of extremist ideologies.

In-Depth Analysis of Margaret Atwood’s The
Handmaid’s Tale

Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale is not merely a dystopian novel; it is a meticulously
researched and layered critique of power dynamics and systemic oppression. Unlike many speculative
fiction works, Atwood drew extensively from historical precedents, including the Puritanical societies
of early America, totalitarian regimes of the 20th century, and various religious dogmas that have
historically subjugated women. This grounding in real-world events sets the novel apart and lends
credibility to its unsettling vision.

Atwood’s prose is both poetic and precise, weaving a narrative that is emotionally gripping while
intellectually provocative. The narrative structure—fragmented and nonlinear—mirrors Offred’s
psychological state, emphasizing themes of memory, loss, and resistance. Through Offred’s internal
monologues, readers gain insight into the complexities of survival and complicity within oppressive
systems.

Gender and Power: The Core Themes

Central to the story is the exploration of gender roles and the weaponization of female bodies for
political control. In Gilead, women are categorized rigidly: Wives, Marthas (housekeepers),



Econowives, and Handmaids, each with prescribed social functions. The Handmaids, fertile women
forced into reproductive servitude, symbolize the extreme consequences of patriarchal control.

Atwood incisively critiques how authoritarian regimes manipulate religious rhetoric to legitimize
gender inequality. The novel’s portrayal of women’s loss of autonomy and the stripping of identity
through renaming (e.g., “Offred” meaning “Of Fred”) underscores the erasure of individuality under
oppressive rule. This aspect of the novel fuels much of its relevance in feminist literary studies and
discussions about bodily autonomy.

Comparative Context: The Handmaid’s Tale and Other
Dystopias

When compared to other dystopian classics such as George Orwell’s *1984* or Aldous Huxley’s
*Brave New World*, Atwood’s *The Handmaid’s Tale* offers a unique perspective focused explicitly on
reproductive politics and gender oppression. While Orwell’s dystopia centers on surveillance and
thought control, and Huxley’s on pleasure and conditioning, Atwood’s narrative warns of a future
where control is exercised through enforced fertility and religious extremism.

This specificity enhances the novel’s impact and distinguishes it as a feminist dystopia. Moreover,
Atwood has famously resisted the label of science fiction for her book, preferring “speculative fiction,”
emphasizing that everything depicted has historical precedent rather than being purely imaginative
extrapolation.

Margaret Atwood The Handmaid’s Tale in
Contemporary Society

The resurgence of interest in Atwood’s work, especially after the 2017 television adaptation by Hulu,
highlights the novel’s enduring significance. The series has amplified discussions on women’s rights,
with the Handmaid’s red cloak becoming a symbol of protest against reproductive restrictions in
various countries.

Impact on Feminist Movements and Popular Culture

The Handmaid’s Tale has transcended literary circles to become a cultural touchstone. Activists have
adopted imagery and language from the book in rallies opposing abortion bans and gender
discrimination. The novel’s depiction of state-sanctioned control over women’s bodies resonates
strongly amid ongoing global debates about reproductive healthcare.

In popular culture, references to *The Handmaid’s Tale* are prevalent across media—from political
cartoons to music videos—illustrating its broad influence. This widespread recognition reinforces the
novel’s role as a warning and a call to vigilance against encroaching authoritarianism.



Critiques and Controversies

Despite its acclaim, *The Handmaid’s Tale* has faced criticism, particularly regarding its portrayal of
race and intersectionality. Some scholars argue that the novel centers predominantly on white
women’s experiences, offering limited insight into the racialized dimensions of oppression. The
television adaptation has attempted to address this by diversifying its cast and expanding storylines,
though debates continue about inclusivity in dystopian narratives.

Additionally, some critics question the novel’s bleak outlook, suggesting that it risks normalizing
despair rather than inspiring hope. However, Atwood herself has noted that the novel’s purpose is to
provoke thought and conversation, not to predict the future definitively.

Features and Literary Techniques in The Handmaid’s
Tale

Atwood’s mastery of literary devices contributes significantly to the novel’s haunting atmosphere and
narrative depth.

Symbolism: The use of color—red for Handmaids, blue for Wives—visually reinforces social
hierarchies and control mechanisms.

Foreshadowing: Subtle hints throughout the story build tension and underscore the fragile
nature of Offred’s existence.

First-Person Narrative: The intimate point of view draws readers into the protagonist’s
psyche, creating empathy and immediacy.

Intertextuality: Atwood incorporates references to scripture, literature, and history, enriching
the text with multiple layers of meaning.

These elements enhance the immersive quality of the novel, allowing it to function both as a gripping
story and a complex social critique.

Adaptations and Legacy

Beyond the acclaimed Hulu series, *The Handmaid’s Tale* has inspired stage plays, operas, and
graphic novels, each interpreting Atwood’s vision through different artistic lenses. The novel’s
adaptability speaks to its robust thematic core and narrative flexibility.

Margaret Atwood’s ongoing engagement with the story, including the recent sequel *The Testaments*
(2019), further cements the novel’s place in literary canon and public consciousness. The sequel
offers additional perspectives on life within Gilead, expanding the original’s scope and exploring
resistance from within.



---

In tracing the contours of *Margaret Atwood the Handmaid’s Tale*, it becomes clear that this work is
far more than a dystopian narrative. It is a profound inquiry into the mechanisms of power, the
resilience of human spirit, and the precariousness of freedom. As societal debates around gender,
autonomy, and governance continue to evolve, Atwood’s novel remains a vital reference point,
compelling readers to reflect on the past, present, and potential futures.

Margaret Atwood The Handmaids Tale

  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood, 1986-02-17
Now a Hulu series starring Elizabeth Moss. The Handmaid's Tale is an instant classic and eerily
prescient cultural phenomenon, from the patron saint of feminist dystopian fiction (New York Times)
The Handmaid’s Tale is a novel of such power that the reader will be unable to forget its images and
its forecast. Set in the near future, it describes life in what was once the United States and is now
called the Republic of Gilead, a monotheocracy that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply
declining birthrate by reverting to, and going beyond, the repressive intolerance of the original
Puritans. The regime takes the Book of Genesis absolutely at its word, with bizarre consequences for
the women and men in its population. The story is told through the eyes of Offred, one of the
unfortunate Handmaids under the new social order. In condensed but eloquent prose, by turns
cool-eyed, tender, despairing, passionate, and wry, she reveals to us the dark corners behind the
establishment’s calm facade, as certain tendencies now in existence are carried to their logical
conclusions. The Handmaid’s Tale is funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether convincing. It is
at once scathing satire, dire warning, and a tour de force. It is Margaret Atwood at her best.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood, 2010-12-10
An instant classic and eerily prescient cultural phenomenon, from “the patron saint of feminist
dystopian fiction” (New York Times). Now an award-winning Hulu series starring Elizabeth Moss. In
this multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a stunning Orwellian
vision of the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the unfortunate “Handmaids” under the
new social order who have only one purpose: to breed. In Gilead, where women are prohibited from
holding jobs, reading, and forming friendships, Offred’ s persistent memories of life in the “time
before” and her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic, and with
Margaret Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in full force, The
Handmaid’s Tale is at once a mordant satire and a dire warning.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood, 2011-09-06
An instant classic and eerily prescient cultural phenomenon, from “the patron saint of feminist
dystopian fiction” (New York Times). Now an award-winning Hulu series starring Elizabeth Moss. In
this multi-award-winning, bestselling novel, Margaret Atwood has created a stunning Orwellian
vision of the near future. This is the story of Offred, one of the unfortunate “Handmaids” under the
new social order who have only one purpose: to breed. In Gilead, where women are prohibited from
holding jobs, reading, and forming friendships, Offred’s persistent memories of life in the “time
before” and her will to survive are acts of rebellion. Provocative, startling, prophetic, and with
Margaret Atwood’s devastating irony, wit, and acute perceptive powers in full force, The
Handmaid’s Tale is at once a mordant satire and a dire warning.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale (MAXNotes Literature
Guides) Malcolm Foster, 2013-01-01 REA's MAXnotes for Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale
MAXnotes offer a fresh look at masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and interesting
fashion. Written by literary experts who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your
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understanding and enjoyment of the work. MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought
about the literary work by raising various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions.
MAXnotes cover the essentials of what one should know about each work, including an overall
summary, character lists, an explanation and discussion of the plot, the work's historical context,
illustrations to convey the mood of the work, and a biography of the author. Each chapter is
individually summarized and analyzed, and has study questions and answers.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale, Margaret Atwood Coral Ann
Howells, Neil McEwan, 2003 The most supportive, easy-to-use and focussed literature guides to help
your students understand the texts they are studying at GCSE and A Level
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale (Graphic Novel) Margaret
Atwood, 2019-03-26 The stunning graphic novel adaptation • A must-read and collector’s item for
fans of “the patron saint of feminist dystopian fiction” (New York Times). Look for The Testaments,
the sequel to The Handmaid’s Tale In Margaret Atwood’s dystopian future, environmental disasters
and declining birthrates have led to a Second American Civil War. The result is the rise of the
Republic of Gilead, a totalitarian regime that enforces rigid social roles and enslaves the few
remaining fertile women. Offred is one of these, a Handmaid bound to produce children for one of
Gilead’s commanders. Deprived of her husband, her child, her freedom, and even her own name,
Offred clings to her memories and her will to survive. Provocative, startling, prophetic, The
Handmaid’s Tale has long been a global phenomenon. With this beautiful graphic novel adaptation of
Margaret Atwood’s modern classic, beautifully realized by artist Renée Nault, the terrifying reality
of Gilead has been brought to vivid life like never before.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: THE HANDMAID'S TALE - Summarized for Busy
People Goldmine Reads, 2017-04-17 This book summary and analysis is created for individuals who
want to extract the essential contents and are too busy to go through the full version. This book is
not intended to replace the original book. Instead, we highly encourage you to buy the full version.
Change has arrived in America. With it comes a new world order—the rise of a theocratic regime
called the Republic of Gilead which takes the Old Testament at its every word. Margaret Atwood's
The Handmaid's Tale is told through the eyes of Offred, one of the ill-fated Handmaids in the new
Republic of Gilead. In the present world, Handmaids are stripped of their own names, their rights,
their families, and even their ability to read and write. Now a mere possession of one of the new
regime's formidable Commanders and his Wife, Offred's value lies only in her fertility and her
capacity to bear a child. Gripping and grotesque, The Handmaid's Tale is a dystopian masterpiece
that illustrates what could happen when the liberal transforms into the puritanical, and what people
are capable of when the puritanical ultimately distorts into the radical. Wait no more, take action
and get this book now!
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: Summary and Analysis of The Handmaid's Tale Worth
Books, 2017-02-07 So much to read, so little time? This brief overview of The Handmaid’s Tale tells
you what you need to know—before or after you read Margaret Atwood’s book. Crafted and edited
with care, Worth Books set the standard for quality and give you the tools you need to be a
well-informed reader. This short summary and analysis of The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
includes: Historical context Part-by-part summaries Analysis of the main characters Themes and
symbols Important quotes Fascinating trivia Glossary of terms Supporting material to enhance your
understanding of the original work About Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale: Margaret
Atwood’s dystopian literary masterpiece tells the story of Offred, a Handmaid living in the near
future in what was once the United States. A new theocratic regime called the Republic of Gilead
has come to power and changed life as she knew it. Once Offred had a her own name and a loving
family—a husband and daughter—both of which were taken from her; now she belongs to the
Commander and his hostile wife, and her only value lies in her ability to bear a child for them. She
used to read books and learn; now such things are forbidden to all women. Gripping, disturbing, and
so relevant today, The Handmaid’s Tale is a brilliant novel and a chilling warning about what can
happen when extreme ideas are taken to their logical conclusions. The summary and analysis in this



ebook are intended to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great work of
fiction.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale Gina Wisker,
2010-06-03 Margaret Atwood's popular dystopian novel A Handmaid's Tale, engages the reader with
a broad range of issues relating to power, gender and religious politics. This guide provides an
overview of the key critical debates and interpretations of the novel and encourages you to engage
with key questions and readings in your reading of the text. It includes discussion of key themes and
concepts including: - Representation of women's roles, gender, sexuality and power - Language,
style and form - Dystopias and genre fictions - Power, control and religious fundamentalism.
Combining helpful guidance on reading Atwood's text with overviews of significant stylistic and
thematic issues and an introduction to criticism, this is an ideal companion to reading and studying
A Handmaid's Tale.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: A Study Guide (New Edition) for Margaret Atwood's
"The Handmaid's Tale" Gale, Cengage, A Study Guide (New Edition) for Margaret Atwood's The
Handmaid's Tale, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context;
suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for
Students for all of your research needs.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: Margaret Atwood, "The Handmaid's tale" Héliane
Ventura, 1998 The Handrnaid's Tale de Margaret Atwood nous rappelle la présence de la voix aux
sources de la littérature première. En effet, le texte qu'elle nous livre se présente comme une
transcription de bandes magnétiques enregistrées deux cents ans auparavant. Si Margaret Atwood
s'emploie à rendre à l'écriture la force communicative du langage parlé, elle met également en avant
le processus de recomposition de son histoire. Récit de vie enregistré sur bandes séparées et non
numérotées, le texte est un assemblage de morceaux épars, de pièces rapportées, dont l'agencement
est arbitraire et réversible. Il se construit et se déconstruit sans cesse, se délite et se dérobe. Parce
que le conte ressortit à une esthétique du fragment, Héliane Ventura s'est elle-même attachée à
mettre en valeur les éclats, les morceaux, les pépites. Elle présente une série de six interprétations
de textes (explications linéaires ou commentaires composés) qui, de l'incipit aux deux clausules,
reconstitue la trame de l'existence de la Servante, livrée à la tyrannie, dans cet univers dystopique
qui s'appelle ironiquement la République de Galaad et qui se situe à Boston sur la terre des anciens
Puritains de la Nouvelle Angleterre à l'aube du vingt et unième siècle.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: Margaret Atwood's 'The Handmaid's Tale' and 'Oryx
and Crake' - A Comparison Martina Schönherr, 2009-09-07 Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the
subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,3, University of Constance
(Literaturwissenschaften), course: Margaret Atwood's Later Fiction, language: English, abstract:
Margaret Atwood’s novels The Handmaid’s Tale (T.H.T., 1985) and Oryx and Crake (O. & C., 2003)
are works of speculative fiction that are set in the near future. Both of the depicted scenarios take
place in the U.S.A. and could be classified as “survivor’s stories” as they are told from the
perspective of a person that survived the new system or the catastrophe the books deal with. T.H.T.
takes the reader into an oppressive system that has become reality in the year 2005. In this system
women are divided into different kinds of “functional groups” according to their abilities. The story
is told by the handmaid Offred who – as all handmaids – is still believed to be fertile. Thus she is
solely good for childbearing and has not got any choice. This system however is confined to the
United States so that there is still hope for an escape to a better life for the people living under the
system. The scenario in O. & C. on the other hand occurs around the year 2025 and depicts a world
wide catastrophe where Snowman – the narrator of the story – is one of the few surviving human
beings. This paper will compare the two novels according to some points of analysis. I had to confine
myself to a few themes as it is impossible to include all topics that could be of importance. To start
with, I will take a look at the social and political background of the time the novels were written in,
followed by a generic analysis of the works. Secondly I will answer the question about the inspiration



for these novels and I will deal with the epilogues Atwood added to her books. This will be followed
by a chapter about the main topics of the novels which are reproduction, religion and sexuality. Last
but not least I will compare the main characters and discuss the message of her works.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: Margaret Atwood, the Handmaid's Tale Coral Ann
Howells, Margaret Atwood, 1993
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: Women's Issues in Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's
Tale David Erik Nelson, 2011-10-26 The Handmaid's Tale depicts a dystopian society in which a
religious dictatorship assumes control of the United States, turning the country into the Republic of
Gilead. In this new society, women are stripped of autonomy and often relegated to roles such as
servant or childbearing maid. Since the book's publication in 1985, it has become a popular point of
reference to guard against government interference in women's rights and issues. This informative
edition takes a critical look at Atwood's life and writings, with a specific focus on key ideas related to
The Handmaid's Tale. The book collects a series of essays pertaining to feminism, sexism, and
religious fundamentalism, creating points of discussion for readers that are both modern and
relevant. The text also discusses contemporary women's issues and presents perspectives on topics
such as surrogacy, same-sex marriage, and modesty.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood, 2019-03-26
Provocative, startling, prophetic, and more relevant than ever, The Handmaid's Tale has become a
global phenomenon. Now, in this stunning graphic novel edition of Margaret Atwood's modern
classic, the terrifying reality of Gilead is brought to vivid life like never before. Everything
Handmaids wear is red: the colour of blood, which defines us. Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic
of Gilead, where women are prohibited from holding jobs, reading, and forming friendships. She
serves in the household of the Commander and his wife, and under the new social order she has only
one purpose: once a month, she must lie on her back and pray that the Commander makes her
pregnant, ecause in an age of declining births, Offred and the other Handmaids are valued only if
they are fertile. But Offred remembers the years before Gilead, when she was an independent
woman who had a job, a family, and a name of her own. Now, her memories and her will to survive
are acts of rebellion. The Handmaid's Tale and its iconic images - the red of the Handmaids, the blue
of the Wives, the looming Gileadean Eye - have been adapted into a film, an opera, a ballet, and
multi-award-winning TV series. This groundbreaking new graphic novel edition, adapted and
featuring arresting artwork by Renée Nault, is destined to become a classic in its own right.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: Dire Cartographies Margaret Atwood, 2015-09-08 In
honor of the thirtieth anniversary of The Handmaid’s Tale: Margaret Atwood describes how she
came to write her utopian, dystopian works. The word “utopia” comes from Thomas More’s book of
the same name—meaning “no place” or “good place,” or both. In “Dire Cartographies,” from the
essay collection In Other Worlds, Atwood coins the term “ustopia,” which combines utopia and
dystopia, the imagined perfect society and its opposite. Each contains latent versions of the other.
Following her intellectual journey and growing familiarity with ustopias fictional and real, from
Atlantis to Avatar and Beowulf to Berlin in 1984 (and 1984), Atwood explains how years after
abandoning a PhD thesis with chapters on good and bad societies, she produced novel-length
dystopias and ustopias of her own. “My rules for The Handmaid’s Tale were simple,” Atwood writes.
“I would not put into this book anything that humankind had not already done, somewhere,
sometime, or for which it did not already have the tools.” With great wit and erudition, Atwood
reveals the history behind her beloved creations.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale Margaret Atwood, 2012-05-15
** THE SUNDAY TIMES NO. 1 BESTSELLER ** Discover the dystopian novel that started a
phenomenon. Offred is a Handmaid in The Republic of Gilead. She is placed in the household of The
Commander, Fred Waterford – her assigned name, Offred, means ‘of Fred’. She has only one
function: to breed. If Offred refuses to enter into sexual servitude to repopulate a devastated world,
she will be hanged. Yet even a repressive state cannot eradicate hope and desire. As she recalls her
pre-revolution life in flashbacks, Offred must navigate through the terrifying landscape of torture



and persecution in the present day, and between two men upon which her future hangs. 'A fantastic,
chilling story. And so powerfully feminist' Bernadine Evaristo ‘As relevant today as it was when
Atwood wrote it’ Guardian
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: Margaret Atwood Helene Greven, Hélène
Greven-Borde, 1999 The Handmaid's Tale (1985), by Canadian writer Margaret Atwood, revisits the
Anglo-American utopian/dystopian tradition. Appealing to imaginative fiction and the novel of ideas,
the construction of perfect - or nightmarish - worlds rouses the reader's socio-political awareness of
the present and invites questions on the shape of the near furure. The Handmaid's Tale deconstructs
the utopian narrative by breaking the chronological order of the female protagonist's experience into
a time-shifting testimony, a quest for meaning and an exploration of self versus the other. The
intricate play on word and symbol can be read against the historical background of
seventeenth-century New England Puritanism, as well as the twentieth-century New Right and
women's rights movements, while inviting reference to the postmodernist outlook. This volume
includes a bibliography, a study of the book's context, as well as essays and commentaries ; the
approach has been adapted to the needs of Capes and Agregation students.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: The Handmaid's Tale Janis Goldie, Karen A. Ritzenhoff,
2019-06-06 The Handmaid's Tale: Teaching Dystopia, Feminism, and Resistance across Disciplines
and Borders offers an interdisciplinary analysis of how Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale, as
well as its film and television adaptations, can be employed across different academic fields in high
school, college and university classrooms. Scholars from a variety of disciplines and cultural
contexts contribute to wide-ranging analytical strategies, ranging from religion and science to the
role of journalism in democracy, while still embracing gender studies in a broader methodological
and theoretical framework. The volume examines both the formal and stylistic ways in which
Atwood's classic work and its adaptations can be brought to life in the classroom through different
lenses and pedagogies.
  margaret atwood the handmaids tale: EinFach Englisch Unterrichtsmodelle Wiltrud Frenken,
Angela Luz, 2006
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