let the great world spin cliff notes

Let the Great World Spin Cliff Notes: A Deep Dive into Colum McCann's
Masterpiece

let the great world spin cliff notes offer a window into the intricate
narrative and profound themes of Colum McCann’s celebrated novel, *Let the
Great World Spin*. For readers seeking a condensed understanding or a
refresher on this literary work, cliff notes provide a helpful guide to
unpack the complex interwoven stories set against the backdrop of 1970s New
York City. This article will explore the key plot points, characters, and
thematic elements, enriching your appreciation of McCann’s evocative
storytelling.

Understanding the Context of Let the Great
World Spin

Before diving into the plot and characters, it’s important to grasp the
historical and cultural setting that shapes the novel. The story unfolds in
1974, a tumultuous period in New York’s history marked by social and
political upheaval. The city is depicted as a metropolis struggling with
crime, poverty, and the scars of the Vietnam War, yet vibrant with diverse
lives intersecting in unexpected ways.

One of the most iconic moments around which the novel pivots is Philippe
Petit’s daring tightrope walk between the Twin Towers of the World Trade
Center. This real-life event serves as a metaphor for risk, balance, and
human connection throughout the novel.

Plot Overview: Weaving Multiple Lives Together

At its core, *Let the Great World Spin* is a mosaic of narratives that
gradually reveal their links, creating a rich tapestry of human experience.
The cliff notes help clarify these overlapping stories without losing the
novel’s poetic depth.

Philippe Petit’s Tightrope Walk

The novel opens with the breathtaking tightrope walk by Philippe Petit on
August 7, 1974. This act of artistry and audacity captures public imagination
and symbolizes the precariousness of life. Petit’s walk is not just a
spectacle but a thematic anchor that connects the characters’ struggles and
aspirations.

The Lives of the Main Characters

Several key characters populate the novel, each representing different facets
of New York'’s social fabric:



e Corrigan: A former monk turned vigilante who patrols the Bronx to
protect the wvulnerable, especially prostitutes, highlighting themes of
redemption and justice.

e Claire and Jazzlyn: Claire is Corrigan’s wife, a social worker devoted
to helping addicts and prostitutes, while Jazzlyn is a young, pregnant
prostitute whose fate becomes central to the narrative’s emotional core.

e Adrian and Tillie: A wealthy couple grappling with personal loss and
searching for meaning in a fractured world.

e Elvis and Lara: A Vietnam War veteran and a sculptor, their story
explores trauma, healing, and artistic expression.

These characters’ stories intersect in subtle but significant ways,
underscoring the interconnectedness of seemingly disparate lives.

Thematic Insights from Let the Great World Spin
Cliff Notes

Exploring the novel’s themes enriches understanding beyond the plot summary.
McCann’s work delves into profound questions about human resilience,
connection, and the complexity of urban existence.

Connection and Interconnectedness

One of the novel’s central themes is how individual lives, though distinct,
are intricately linked. The tightrope walk symbolizes this fragile connection
— a thin line between isolation and unity. McCann shows that despite social
divisions and personal pain, moments of empathy and solidarity can bridge
vast gaps.

Redemption and Forgiveness

Through Corrigan’s vigilante mission and the struggles of other characters,
the novel explores the possibility of redemption. Characters seek forgiveness
for past mistakes and find ways to heal themselves and others, suggesting
hope amid despair.

The Role of Art and Beauty

Philippe Petit’s walk and Lara’s sculptures highlight how art transcends
everyday hardships. The novel posits that beauty and creativity provide
meaning and uplift the human spirit, especially in a city often characterized
by chaos.



Character Analysis: Deepening the Narrative

Understanding the motivations and complexities of McCann'’s characters is
crucial to appreciating the novel’s depth. The cliff notes typically
spotlight these analyses to aid comprehension.

Corrigan: The Protector

Corrigan’s transformation from a monk to a street vigilante embodies the
tension between spiritual ideals and harsh realities. His commitment to
protecting marginalized women reflects a personal mission to restore dignity
in a broken world.

Jazzlyn: Innocence and Tragedy

Jazzlyn's story is particularly poignant. As a young prostitute who becomes
pregnant, her struggles humanize the often invisible victims of urban
neglect. Her fate profoundly affects other characters, driving home themes of
loss and compassion.

Adrian and Tillie: Wealth and Alienation

This couple’s storyline contrasts with the Bronx narratives, showing how
wealth does not shield individuals from grief or existential crisis. Their
interactions reveal the struggles of reconciling privilege with
vulnerability.

Symbolism and Literary Devices in Let the Great
World Spin

McCann’s novel is rich with symbolism and stylistic techniques that enhance
its thematic resonance.

The Twin Towers as a Symbol

Beyond being the site of Petit’s walk, the Twin Towers represent ambition,
modernity, and fragility. Their looming presence frames the novel’s
exploration of human aspiration and the precariousness of life.

Nonlinear Narratiwve Structure

The novel employs a nonlinear timeline and multiple perspectives, which
mirror the complexity of urban life. This narrative style invites readers to
piece together events and relationships, fostering active engagement with the
text.



Poetic Language and Imagery

McCann’s prose is often lyrical, blending poetic imagery with gritty realism.
This stylistic choice enriches the emotional texture, helping readers connect
deeply with the characters’ experiences.

Tips for Reading and Understanding Let the
Great World Spin

Given the novel’s layered structure and rich symbolism, readers may find the
following approaches helpful:

e Keep track of characters: Use notes or a character map to follow the
multiple storylines and relationships.

e Focus on themes: Pay attention to recurring motifs such as redemption,
connection, and art to grasp the novel’s deeper messages.

e Reflect on historical context: Understanding 1970s New York enhances
comprehension of the social issues presented.

e Appreciate the language: Take time to savor McCann’s poetic descriptions
and consider how they contribute to mood and meaning.

These strategies can transform a complex read into a rewarding literary
journey.

Why Let the Great World Spin Remains Relevant
Today

The novel’s exploration of urban life, human vulnerability, and the pursuit
of meaning resonates beyond its historical setting. In an era marked by
social divisions and global challenges, McCann’s message about the power of
empathy and connection feels especially poignant.

Moreover, the novel’s portrayal of art as a force for hope and transformation
continues to inspire readers and artists alike. Its nuanced characters remind
us that every individual’s story matters, urging a more compassionate
perspective on humanity.

By engaging with *Let the Great World Spin* through cliff notes or a full

reading, one gains insight into the enduring complexities of life and the
extraordinary resilience of the human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main theme of 'Let the Great World Spin'
by Colum McCann?

The main theme of 'Let the Great World Spin' is the interconnectedness of
human lives amidst tragedy and hope, exploring themes of redemption, loss,
and the quest for meaning in a complex world.

Who are the central characters in 'Let the Great
World Spin' and how do their stories interconnect?

The central characters include Corrigan, a priest; Claire, a wealthy
socialite; Jazzlyn, a struggling mother; and Philippe Petit, the tightrope
walker. Their lives intersect in 1974 New York City, revealing the diverse
experiences and struggles of the city's inhabitants.

How does Philippe Petit's tightrope walk symbolize
the novel's message?

Philippe Petit's tightrope walk symbolizes balance, risk, and grace amidst
chaos, reflecting the novel's exploration of human resilience and the
fragility of life in a turbulent world.

What role does 1974 New York City play in the novel?

1974 New York City serves as a vibrant and tumultuous backdrop, embodying
social, economic, and cultural tensions that affect the characters and
symbolize broader themes of division and connection.

How does 'Let the Great World Spin' address issues of
social inequality?
The novel portrays characters from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds,

highlighting disparities in wealth, race, and opportunity, and examines how
these inequalities shape individuals' lives and interactions.

What narrative techniques does Colum McCann use in
'Let the Great World Spin'?

McCann employs multiple perspectives and interwoven storylines, using poetic
prose and shifting viewpoints to create a rich, multifaceted narrative that
captures the complexity of the era and its people.

Why is the novel titled 'Let the Great World Spin'?

The title, inspired by a line from a Gerard Manley Hopkins poem, suggests
acceptance of life's continuous motion and chaos, emphasizing themes of
endurance and the interconnectedness of human experience.

What is the significance of the character Corrigan in
the novel?

Corrigan, a compassionate priest, acts as a moral compass and connector among
characters, embodying themes of forgiveness, hope, and the potential for



personal and communal healing.

Additional Resources

Let the Great World Spin Cliff Notes: A Detailed Exploration of Colum
McCann’s Masterpiece

let the great world spin cliff notes serve as an essential tool for readers
and scholars aiming to grasp the intricate narrative and thematic complexity
of Colum McCann’s 2009 novel, *Let the Great World Spin*. This critically
acclaimed work intertwines multiple storylines set against the backdrop of
1974 New York City, centering on Philippe Petit’s daring tightrope walk
between the Twin Towers. The novel’s rich tapestry of characters and events
invites close examination, making cliff notes a valuable resource for
understanding its layered structure, profound themes, and stylistic nuances.

Overview of Let the Great World Spin

Colum McCann’s *Let the Great World Spin* is a multi-narrative novel that
explores the lives of diverse New Yorkers whose paths intersect in unexpected
ways. The story is anchored by the real-life event of Philippe Petit's
illegal high-wire walk, which symbolizes hope, risk, and transcendence amidst
the city’s tumultuous social landscape. The novel deftly weaves together
stories of grief, redemption, violence, and compassion, presenting a
panoramic view of urban life in the mid-1970s.

The cliff notes for *Let the Great World Spin* typically highlight the
novel’s non-linear narrative and its emphasis on interconnectedness. Readers
are introduced to characters such as Corrigan, a streetwise ex-con; Claire, a
grieving mother; Jazzlyn, a young stripper; and Tillie, a Bronx nun, among
others. Each character’s personal struggles and triumphs reflect broader
themes of human resilience and the search for meaning.

In-Depth Analysis of Themes and Structure

The Symbolism of the Tightrope Walk

At the heart of the novel lies Philippe Petit’s tightrope walk, a
metaphorical thread binding the disparate stories. This daring act embodies
the precariousness of life and the possibility of grace under pressure. In
the cliff notes, this event is often emphasized as a catalyst that influences
the characters’ introspections and decisions. The walk’s symbolism extends
beyond spectacle to represent balance amid chaos, a central motif throughout
McCann’s narrative.

Multiplicity of Perspectives and Narrative Style

One distinctive feature highlighted in *let the great world spin cliff notes*



is the novel’s use of multiple narrators. McCann employs a rotating point of
view, allowing readers to gain intimate insights into each character’s
psyche. This polyphonic approach enriches the storytelling, offering a mosaic
of experiences that converge around themes of loss, forgiveness, and
connection.

The writing style is lyrical yet grounded, with wvivid descriptions of 1970s
New York that evoke both the city’s grit and its beauty. The cliff notes
often point to McCann’s ability to balance poetic language with realism, a
factor that contributes to the novel’s critical acclaim.

Exploration of Social Issues

*Let the Great World Spin* does not shy away from addressing complex social
realities, including poverty, addiction, racism, and the aftermath of the
Vietnam War. The cliff notes underscore how these issues are woven seamlessly
into the fabric of the narrative rather than presented as overt political
commentary. Through characters like Jazzlyn and Corrigan, McCann portrays the
struggles faced by marginalized communities, making the novel a poignant
social critique as well as a literary achievement.

Character Analysis and Development

The novel’s strength lies in its deeply developed characters, each embodying
distinct facets of humanity. The cliff notes often provide detailed character
breakdowns, which are crucial for understanding their motivations and growth
throughout the story.

e Corrigan: An ex—convict grappling with guilt and seeking redemption
through acts of kindness. His complex morality challenges readers to
reconsider notions of good and evil.

e Claire: A mother devastated by the loss of her son in Vietnam,
representing grief and the quest for solace.

e Jazzlyn: A stripper and single mother whose story sheds light on themes
of survival and vulnerability.

e Tillie: A nun dedicated to helping the Bronx community, symbolizing
faith and altruism.

e Philippe Petit: Though a peripheral character, his presence as the
tightrope walker serves as a unifying symbol of hope and daring.

Each character’s narrative arc enriches the overall story, illustrating the
interconnectedness of human experience regardless of background or
circumstance.



Comparisons with Other Contemporary Novels

In the realm of contemporary literature, *Let the Great World Spin* stands
alongside novels like Jennifer Egan’s *A Visit from the Goon Squad* and David
Mitchell’s *Cloud Atlas*, which also utilize multi-perspective storytelling
to explore complex themes. The cliff notes often draw parallels between these
works in terms of narrative innovation and thematic depth.

Where McCann’s novel distinguishes itself is in its rootedness in a specific
historical moment and geographic setting, lending it a palpable sense of
place and time. While other multi-narrative novels may span decades or
continents, *Let the Great World Spin* focuses tightly on New York City’s
social fabric during a turbulent era, making it a singular exploration of
urban life.

Pros and Cons as Highlighted in Cliff Notes

e Pros:

o Rich, evocative prose that captures the spirit of 1970s New York.

[¢]

Complex characters with nuanced development.

o

Innovative narrative structure that enhances thematic exploration.

[¢]

Integration of historical events with fictional storytelling.

e Cons:

o The non-linear narrative may challenge readers seeking
straightforward storytelling.

o Multiple viewpoints can sometimes fragment the narrative flow.

o Some characters receive less development, which may leave certain
plotlines feeling incomplete.

Such analyses found within *let the great world spin cliff notes* help
readers set expectations and navigate the novel’s complexity.

Utilizing Let the Great World Spin Cliff Notes
for Academic and Personal Study

Cliff notes for *Let the Great World Spin* prove invaluable for students,
educators, and casual readers alike. They offer concise summaries of each
chapter, thematic breakdowns, and character studies that facilitate



comprehension and discussion. The notes also provide context about the
historical period and cultural references embedded in the text.

For academic purposes, these summaries support essay writing and exam
preparation by distilling essential information without oversimplifying the
novel’s intricacies. Meanwhile, personal readers benefit from enhanced
appreciation and deeper engagement with the narrative’s layers.

Integrating cliff notes into reading strategies encourages critical thinking
about the novel’s symbolism, character motivations, and social commentary.
This approach aligns well with contemporary educational standards that
emphasize analytical skills and contextual understanding.

Where to Find Quality Let the Great World Spin Cliff
Notes

Several reputable sources offer detailed guides and study aids for *Let the
Great World Spin*, including literary websites, educational platforms, and
print publications. When selecting cliff notes, it is advisable to choose
those that maintain fidelity to McCann’s original prose and thematic intent,
avoiding overly reductive summaries.

Online platforms such as SparkNotes, GradeSaver, and Shmoop provide
accessible and comprehensive analyses, often supplemented with quizzes and
discussion questions. These resources enhance reader interaction and promote
deeper literary insight.

Final Reflections on the Novel’s Enduring
Impact

The enduring relevance of *Let the Great World Spin* is evident in its
continued presence in literary discourse and curricula. Through *let the
great world spin cliff notes*, readers gain a structured pathway into
understanding the novel’s complex narrative and profound thematic concerns.
McCann’s exploration of human fragility and resilience, framed by a moment of
breathtaking daring, offers timeless reflections on the human condition.

By dissecting the novel’s multiple layers, cliff notes illuminate how
McCann’s work transcends a mere historical fiction to become a meditation on
connection and hope. As readers navigate the intertwining lives of his
characters, they are invited to consider their own place in a world that
constantly balances between chaos and grace.

Let The Great World Spin Cliff Notes

let the great world spin cliff notes: Literary Analysis: The Basics Celena Kusch,
2016-03-10 Literary Analysis: The Basics is an insightful introduction to analysing a wide range of
literary forms. Providing a clear outline of the methodologies employed in twenty-first century
literary analysis, it introduces readers to the genres, canons, terms, issues, critical approaches, and


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/let-the-great-world-spin-cliff-notes.pdf

contexts that affect the analysis of any text. It addresses such questions as: What counts as
literature? Is analysis a dissection? How do gender, race, class and culture affect the meaning of a
text? Why is the social and historical context of a text important? Can digital media be analysed in
the same way as a poem? With examples from ancient myths to young adult fiction, a glossary of key
terms, and suggestions for further reading, Literary Analysis: The Basics is essential reading for
anyone wishing to improve their analytical reading skills.

let the great world spin cliff notes: Grammar and Analysis Made Easy and Attractive by
Diagrams Frank Van Buren Irish, 1884

let the great world spin cliff notes: Let the Great World Spin by Colum McCann |
Summary & Study Guide ,

let the great world spin cliff notes: Thinking On The Page Martha Schulman, Gwen Hyman,
2015-03-23 Take Charge of Your Writing--and Dazzle Your Instructors! It can be a challenge to
achieve writing excellence, but it doesn't have to be mysterious, and it's definitely not impossible. To
present powerful ideas effectively in your college essays, you need to break away from rigid rules
and structures and start thinking on the page. With this book, you'll learn how to actively engage
with a text, analyze it, draw informed conclusions, and then make solid claims about what you have
observed. Thinking on the Page will also help you: ¢ Think critically about what you're reading and
draw questions and ideas directly from the text « Approach your essay as a story rather than a
formula * Work through your ideas by graphing, listing, charting, and drawing ¢ Incorporate
relevant outside research ¢ Edit your final essay and polish it to perfection Whether you're in college
or high school, you need to communicate your ideas effectively through writing. Thinking on the
Page provides innovative tools tailored to the way you learn and write, enabling you to produce
thoughtful, analytical, and meaningful work, both in school and beyond.

let the great world spin cliff notes: English Grammar Joseph Villiers Denney, Silas Burtron
Tobey, 1913

let the great world spin cliff notes: Fictions of Migration in Contemporary Britain and
Ireland Carmen Zamorano Llena, 2020-04-30 This book examines how the transcultural and
transnational migration of people, texts, and ideas has transformed the paradigm of national
literature, with Britain and Ireland as case studies. The study questions definitions of migration and
migrant literature that focus solely on the work of authors with migrant backgrounds, and suggests
that migration is not extraneous but intrinsic to contemporary understandings of national literature
in a global context. The fictional work of authors such as Caryl Phillips, Colum McCann, Abdulrazak
Gurnah, Rose Tremain, Elif Shafak, and Evelyn Conlon is analysed from a variety of perspectives,
including transculturality, cosmopolitanism, and Afropolitanism, so as to emphasise how their work
fosters an understanding of national literature, as well as of individual and collective identities,
based on transborder interconnectivity.

let the great world spin cliff notes: Key to Harvey's Practical Grammar (revised Edition)
Thomas Wadleigh Harvey, Thomas Eubank, 1885

let the great world spin cliff notes: Trauma and Recovery in the Twenty-First-Century
Irish Novel Kathleen Costello-Sullivan, 2018-05-07 The desire to engage and confront traumatic
subjects was a facet of Irish literature for much of the twentieth century. Yet, just as Irish society
has adopted a more direct and open approach to the past, so too have Irish authors evolved in their
response to, and literary uses of, trauma. In Trauma and Recovery in the Twenty-First-Century Irish
Novel, Costello-Sullivan considers the ways in which the Irish canon not only represents an ongoing
awareness of trauma as a literary and cultural force, but also how this representation has shifted
since the end of the twentieth and beginning of the twenty-first century. While earlier trauma
narratives center predominantly on the role of silence and the individual and/or societal suffering
that traumas induce, twenty-first-century Irish narratives increasingly turn from just the recognition
of traumatic experiences toward exploring and representing the process of healing and recovery
both structurally and narratively. Through a series of keenly observed close readings,
Costello-Sullivan explores the work of Colm Téibin, John Banville, Anne Enright, Emma Donohue,



Colum McCann, and Sebastian Barry. In highlighting the power of narrative to amend and address
memory and trauma, Costello-Sullivan argues that these works reflect a movement beyond merely
representing trauma toward also representing the possibility of recovery from it.

let the great world spin cliff notes: Leadership for Innovation John Adair, 2009-02-03 New
ideas and new ways of doing things are one of the main ingredients in sustained business success,
but how do you create the right conditions for innovation? Leadership for Innovation will help you to
create an innovative climate that encourages the development of new products and services.
Drawing upon real-life examples including Google, Honda and 3M, John Adair sets out practical ways
for bringing about change in organizations. As well as identifying the characteristics of an innovative
organization, he discusses key topics such as organizing for team creativity; motivating creative
people, how to build on ideas and how to be a creative leader and team member. Leadership for
Innovation will help you to inspire your team to go that one step further and generate the kind of
ideas that are the foundations of future success.

let the great world spin cliff notes: Affect and Emotion in Tourism Dorina-Maria Buda, Jennie
Germann Molz, 2023-03-31 Bringing affect and emotion to the forefront of tourism studies, this book
presents a new generation of scholars who consolidate emerging affective approaches and establish
a route for scholarship that examines the roles of emotion and affect in tourism. Attuning to affect
and emotion, this book steers the affective turn to encompass touring bodies and tourism places.
Engaging the concept of affect as a constitutive element of social life often leaves academics
grasping for terminology to describe something that is, by its very nature, beyond words. For this
reason, as evident in the four interconnected sections of this volume, studying affect poses a
significant and fruitful challenge to the status-quo of social scientific method and analysis. From
African-American emotional labour while travelling, to visiting Banksy's Dismaland park, to affective
heritagescapes, self-love, and travelling mittens, and across socio-spatial theories of emotions,
decolonial feminist theory, and atmospheric politics, this book demonstrates the epistemic and
empirical richness of affective tourism. Along with the contributors to this volume, the editors make
a case for thinking about emotions and affects through collective and individual practices as
interrelated shaping tourism encounters in and with places. That is, to break it down as doing, and
as shared between bodies and places through the doing. The chapters in this book were originally
published as a special issue of Tourism Geographies.

let the great world spin cliff notes: The Cambridge Handbook of Stylistics Peter
Stockwell, Sara Whiteley, 2014-05-08 Stylistics has become the most common name for a discipline
which at various times has been termed 'literary linguistics', 'rhetoric’, 'poetics’, 'literary philology'
and 'close textual reading'. This Handbook is the definitive account of the field, drawing on
linguistics and related subject areas such as psychology, sociology, anthropology, educational
pedagogy, computational methods, literary criticism and critical theory. Placing stylistics in its
intellectual and international context, each chapter includes a detailed illustrative example and case
study of stylistic practice, with arguments and methods open to examination, replication and
constructive critical discussion. As an accessible guide to the theory and practice of stylistics, it will
equip the reader with a clear understanding of the ethos and principles of the discipline, as well as
with the capacity and confidence to engage in stylistic analysis.

let the great world spin cliff notes: Twentieth-Century Literary Encounters in China Jeffrey
Mather, 2019-10-10 From the travel writing of the eccentric plant collector and Reginald Farrer, to
Emily Hahn'’s insider depictions of bohemian life in semi-colonial Shanghai, to Ezra Pound’s
mediated ‘journeys’ to Southwest China via the explorer Joseph Rock - Anglo-American
representations of China during the first half of the twentieth century were often unconventional in
terms of style, form, and content. By examining a range of texts that were written in the flux of
travel - including poems, novels, autobiographies - this study argues that the tumultuous social and
political context of China’s Republican Period (1912-49) was a key setting for conceptualizing
cultural modernity in global and transnational terms. In contrast with accounts that examine China’s
influence on Western modernism through language, translation, and discourse, the book recovers a




materialist engagement with landscapes, objects, and things as transcribed through travel,
ethnographic encounter, and embodied experience. The book is organized by three themes which
suggest formal strategies through which notions cultural modernity were explored or contested:
borderlands, cosmopolitan performances, and mobile poetics. As it draws from archival sources in
order to develop these themes, this study offers a place-based historical perspective on China’s
changing status in Western literary cultures.

let the great world spin cliff notes: The Self-Reflexive Art of Don DeLillo Graley Herren,
2019-06-27 Don DelLillo has spent his career reflecting upon the creative processes of artists. In
recent years he has become increasingly drawn to spectators and how they project and indulge their
own private obsessions through art. The Self-Reflexive Art of Don DelLillo is the first book devoted to
this dimension of DeLillo's art. It is also the first book to identify and analyze a signature DeLillo
motif: the embedded author. In multiple novels, short stories, and plays, DeLillo inserts a character
subtly implied as the creator of the very narrative we are reading or watching. Spanning his entire
career but focusing primarily on his work from Underworld (1997) to Zero K (2016), The
Self-Reflexive Art of Don DelLillo breaks important new ground in DeLillo studies.

let the great world spin cliff notes: The City Since 9/11 Keith Wilhite, 2016-03-04 Charting
the intersection of aesthetic representation and the material conditions of urban space, The City
Since 9/11 posits that the contemporary metropolis provides a significant context for reassessing
theoretical concerns related to narrative, identity, home, and personal precarity. In the years since
the September 11 attacks, writers and filmmakers have explored urban spaces as contested
sites—shaped by the prevailing discourses of neoliberalism, homeland security, and the war on
terror, but also haunted by an absence in the landscape that registers loss and prefigures future
menace. In works of literature, film, and television, the city emerges as a paradoxical space of
permanence and vulnerability and a convergence point for anxieties about globalization, structural
inequality, and apocalyptic violence. Building on previous scholarship addressing trauma and the
spectacle of terror, the contributors also draw upon works of philosophy, urban studies, and
postmodern geography to theorize how literary and visual representations expose the persistent
conflicts that arise as cities rebuild in the shadow of past ruins. Their essays advance new lines of
argument that clarify art’s role in contemporary debates about spatial practices, gentrification,
cosmopolitanism, memory and history, nostalgia, the uncanny and the abject, postmodern virtuality,
the politics of realism, and the economic and social life of cities. The book offers fresh readings of
familiar post-9/11 novels, such as Jonathan Safran Foer’s Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close, but it
also considers works by Teju Cole, Joseph O’Neill, Silver Krieger, Colum McCann, Ronald Sukenick,
Jonathan Lethem, Thomas Pynchon, Colson Whitehead, Paul Auster, William Gibson, Amitav Ghosh,
and Katherine Boo. In addition, The City Since 9/11 includes essays on the films Children of Men,
Hugo, and the adaptation of Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close, chapters on the television series
The Bridge, The Killing, and The Wire, and an analysis of Michael Arad’s Reflecting Absence and the
9/11 Memorial.

let the great world spin cliff notes: Help! For Writers Roy Peter Clark, 2025-05-01 The craft
of writing offers countless potential problems: The story is too long; the story's too short; revising
presents a huge hurdle; writer's block is rearing its ugly head. In Help! For Writers, Roy Peter Clark
presents an owner's manual for writers, outlining the seven steps of the writing process, and
addressing the 21 most urgent problems that writers face. In his trademark engaging and
entertaining style, Clark offers ten short solutions to each problem. Out of ideas? Read posters,
billboards, and graffiti. Can't bear to edit yourself? Watch the deleted scenes feature of a DVD, and
ask yourself why those scenes were left on the cutting-room floor. Help! For Writers offers 210
strategies to guide writers to success.

let the great world spin cliff notes: Global City Challenges M. Acuto, W. Steele, 2013-10-31
The contributors illustrate what twin analytical and practical challenges emerge from juxtaposing
cultural, economic, historical, postcolonial, virtual, architectural, literary, security and political
stances to the concept of the 'global city'.



let the great world spin cliff notes: Character and Culture Irving Babbitt, 1995-01-01
Character and Culture by Irving Babbitt is the latest volume in the Library of Conservative Thought.
Babbitt was the leader of the twentieth-century intellectual and cultural movement called American
Humanism or the New Humanism. More than half a century after his death his intellectual staying
power remains undiminished. The qualities that marked Irving Babbitt as a thinker and cultural
critic of the first rank are richly represented in Character and Culture. First published togetherin
1940 (under the misleading title Spanish Character), these essays span his scholarly career and
cover a wide range of subjects. The diverse topics discussed here--aesthetics, ethics, religion,
politics, literature--are illuminated by the same unifying vision of human existence that informs and
structures all of Babbitt's writing. Babbitt never took up a subject out of idle curiosity. All of his
books and articles grew out of a desire to address certain fundamental questions of life and letters.
The essaysin this volume are as worthy of attention now as when they were originally written. Set in
then- philosophical and historical context by Claes G. Ryn's new introduction, they are a good place
to start for persons who wish to acquaint themselves not only with Babbitt's central ideas but with
the scope of his mind and interests. Readers familiar with other books by Babbitt may recognize
particular ideas and formulations but will also find much new material to ponder. Ryn's introduction
provides a comprehensive look at Irving Babbitt's life, career, writings, and influence. He shows how
Babbitt has survived and sustained often harsh criticism from representatives of dominant trends.
Ryn describes his writing style as having a kind of rugged American elegance. The substantial
critical introduction also elucidates Babbitt's central ideas in relation to the volume. Character and
Culture will be of interest to scholars of literature, philosophers, historians, theologians, and
political theorists. The extensive index to all of Babbitt's books, including this one, increases the
value of the volume.

let the great world spin cliff notes: Climate Change in Prehistory William James
Burroughs, 2005-06-13 How did humankind deal with the extreme challenges of the last Ice Age?
How have the relatively benign post-Ice Age conditions affected the evolution and spread of
humanity across the globe? By setting our genetic history in the context of climate change during
prehistory, the origin of many features of our modern world are identified and presented in this
illuminating book. It reviews the aspects of our physiology and intellectual development that have
been influenced by climatic factors, and how features of our lives - diet, language and the
domestication of animals - are also the product of the climate in which we evolved. In short: climate
change in prehistory has in many ways made us what we are today. Climate Change in Prehistory
weaves together studies of the climate with anthropological, archaeological and historical studies,
and will fascinate all those interested in the effects of climate on human development and history.

let the great world spin cliff notes: Time in History G. J. Whitrow, 1989 In this intriguing
book G.J. Whitrow traces the evolution of our general awareness of time and its significance from
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