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Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart: A Tale of Chivalry and Love

lancelot or the knight of the cart is one of the most intriguing and enduring
tales from the Arthurian legends, capturing the imagination of readers for
centuries. This medieval romance, originally penned by the French poet
Chrétien de Troyes in the 12th century, explores themes of bravery, loyalty,
and forbidden love through the adventures of Lancelot, one of King Arthur's
most celebrated knights. But what makes this story stand out is not just the
heroic feats but the emotional complexity and moral challenges that Lancelot
faces, especially in his relationship with Queen Guinevere.

Understanding the significance of Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart requires
delving into the context in which it was written and its influence on later
Arthurian literature. This article will take you through the origins of the
tale, its key characters, and the lasting impact it has had on medieval
romance and modern storytelling.

The Origins of Lancelot or the Knight of the
Cart

Chrétien de Troyes and the Birth of a Legend

Chrétien de Troyes, often credited as the father of Arthurian romance,
authored "Lancelot, the Knight of the Cart" (French: *Lancelot, le Chevalier
de la Charrette*) around 1177-1181. This poem is considered one of the
earliest narratives to center on Lancelot as a protagonist, elevating him
from a secondary character in earlier Arthurian tales to a hero in his own
right.

The story was groundbreaking in its portrayal of courtly love — a concept
that romanticizes noble love pursued with chivalry and devotion, often
involving challenges and obstacles. Lancelot’s willingness to ride in a cart,
a vehicle associated with criminals and shame, to rescue Guinevere symbolizes
his dedication and willingness to sacrifice his honor for love, a theme that
resonated deeply throughout medieval Europe.

The Historical and Cultural Context

Understanding the social and cultural backdrop of 12th-century France helps
illuminate why this tale was so revolutionary. The ideals of knighthood were
evolving, and the notions of courtly love were gaining prominence in



aristocratic circles. "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" reflects these
changes by blending heroic deeds with romantic passion, setting a template
for countless stories to follow.

Moreover, the poem was likely commissioned by noble patrons who were
fascinated by the ideals of chivalry and love, making it not just
entertainment but a reflection of contemporary values.

Plot Overview: The Journey of Lancelot

At its core, "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" is a tale of rescue,
romance, and moral struggle. Here’s a brief overview of the narrative:

Lancelot embarks on a perilous quest to save Queen Guinevere, who has been
abducted by Meleagant, a traitorous knight. To reach her, Lancelot must ride
in a cart—a symbol of disgrace—because it is the only way to navigate
treacherous terrain. Despite the humiliation, Lancelot’s love and loyalty
compel him to endure this indignity.

Throughout the story, Lancelot faces a series of challenges and combats,
showcasing his prowess as a knight. Yet, the emotional core lies in his
internal conflict between honor and passion. His willingness to compromise
his knightly dignity for Guinevere’s safety challenges the rigid codes of
chivalry and highlights the complexity of human emotions.

Key Themes Explored in the Story

- **Chivalry vs. Love:** Lancelot’s journey questions the boundaries of
knightly conduct when love is involved.
- **Sacrifice and Honor:** The tension between personal sacrifice and
maintaining social honor drives much of the narrative.
- **Loyalty and Betrayal:** Loyalty to the king and the queen is tested,
especially as Lancelot’s love for Guinevere borders on forbidden.
- **Heroic Trial:** The physical and moral challenges that Lancelot
encounters emphasize the ideals of medieval heroism.

The Characters: Depth Beyond the Armor

While Lancelot is the protagonist, the tale is enriched by its vivid cast of
characters, each contributing to the story’s emotional and thematic depth.



Lancelot: The Knight Torn Between Duty and Desire

Lancelot is portrayed as the quintessential knight—brave, skilled, and loyal.
However, "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" humanizes him by exposing his
vulnerabilities, especially his love for Guinevere. His decision to ride the
cart, a symbol of shame, reflects a conflict between societal expectations
and personal feelings. This humanization makes Lancelot relatable and
complex, setting him apart from the often idealized knights of medieval
literature.

Guinevere: The Captive Queen and Symbol of Idealized
Love

Queen Guinevere’s role in the story is pivotal, not just as the damsel in
distress but as the object of Lancelot’s unwavering devotion. Her abduction
catalyzes the entire plot, and her character symbolizes the ideal of courtly
love—beautiful, noble, and worth any sacrifice. Guinevere’s relationship with
Lancelot also foreshadows the tragic tensions that will later unfold in
Arthurian legend.

Meleagant: The Antagonist and the Threat to Order

Meleagant’s role as the villain embodies the forces that threaten the
chivalric order. His kidnapping of Guinevere is not just a personal affront
but a challenge to the social and moral codes upheld by King Arthur’s court.
Meleagant’s character adds urgency and danger to Lancelot’s quest.

The Legacy of Lancelot or the Knight of the
Cart

The influence of "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" extends far beyond its
medieval origins, shaping the portrayal of Lancelot and the Arthurian legends
in literature, art, and popular culture.

Impact on Arthurian Literature

Chrétien de Troyes’s work laid the foundation for subsequent writers who
expanded upon Lancelot’s story. Later romances, such as those by the Vulgate
Cycle and Sir Thomas Malory’s *Le Morte d’Arthur*, drew heavily from this
narrative, deepening the romantic and tragic dimensions of Lancelot’s
character.



The theme of courtly love introduced in this tale became a staple in medieval
literature, influencing countless works across Europe. It also helped define
the complex relationships among Arthur, Guinevere, and Lancelot, which remain
central to Arthurian mythos.

Modern Interpretations and Adaptations

Today, "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" continues to inspire novels,
films, and television series. Modern retellings often explore the
psychological depth and moral dilemmas first presented in Chrétien’s poem,
reflecting contemporary interests in character complexity and romance.

The story’s enduring appeal lies in its exploration of universal themes—love,
sacrifice, honor—that resonate with audiences regardless of era. Whether in
high fantasy novels or cinematic portrayals, the legend of Lancelot riding
the cart to save Guinevere remains a powerful symbol of devotion and courage.

Exploring the Symbolism of the Cart

One of the most fascinating aspects of the tale is the cart itself. To modern
readers, it might seem a minor detail, but in medieval society, riding in a
cart was a profound symbol of disgrace, usually reserved for criminals or
slaves.

Why Did Lancelot Ride the Cart?

Lancelot’s choice to ride the cart is a deliberate break from knightly
convention. Knights were expected to uphold their honor and dignity at all
times, yet Lancelot sacrifices these ideals to achieve his goal. This act can
be interpreted in several ways:

- **Ultimate Devotion:** Demonstrating that love and loyalty can transcend
societal expectations.
- **Challenge to Social Norms:** Questioning rigid class and honor codes by
showing that true nobility comes from actions, not appearances.
- **Symbol of Humility:** An acknowledgment that heroism sometimes requires
humility and sacrifice.

The Cart as a Metaphor

Beyond its literal function, the cart serves as a metaphor for the burdens
one must bear for love and duty. Lancelot’s journey in the cart can be seen
as a passage through shame towards redemption, highlighting the complexity of



human emotions and societal roles.

Tips for Readers Interested in Arthurian
Romance

If you find the story of "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" captivating,
here are some suggestions to deepen your appreciation of Arthurian romance
and medieval literature:

Read Chrétien de Troyes’s Other Works: Explore his other Arthurian tales
like "Yvain, the Knight of the Lion" and "Perceval, the Story of the
Grail" to understand the broader context of his storytelling style and
themes.

Explore Different Translations: Various translations offer unique
interpretations; some emphasize poetic beauty, while others focus on
historical accuracy.

Dive into Medieval Culture: Learning about medieval chivalry, courtly
love, and social structures enriches the reading experience.

Compare with Later Arthurian Literature: Reading Malory’s *Le Morte
d’Arthur* or modern retellings shows how the legend evolved over time.

Visit Museums or Exhibits: Artifacts and medieval manuscripts related to
Arthurian legend can bring the stories to life.

These steps can transform your appreciation from casual enjoyment to a deeper
understanding of the cultural and literary significance of the tale.

---

"Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" remains a cornerstone of Arthurian
legend, weaving together adventure, romance, and ethical dilemmas in a way
that continues to captivate readers. Its exploration of love’s power to
challenge societal norms and personal honor offers timeless insights into the
human condition. Whether you are a fan of medieval romance or simply curious
about one of history’s most famous knights, Lancelot’s story invites you to
reflect on what it means to be brave, loyal, and devoted in the face of
adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is the author of 'Lancelot, or the Knight of the
Cart'?
The author of 'Lancelot, or the Knight of the Cart' is Chrétien de Troyes, a
medieval French poet.

What is the main theme of 'Lancelot, or the Knight
of the Cart'?
The main theme of the poem is the chivalric and romantic adventures of Sir
Lancelot, focusing on his love for Queen Guinevere and his quest to rescue
her.

Why is it called 'the Knight of the Cart'?
Lancelot is called 'the Knight of the Cart' because he rides in a cart, which
was considered shameful at the time, to rescue Queen Guinevere, demonstrating
his willingness to sacrifice honor for love.

How does 'Lancelot, or the Knight of the Cart'
influence Arthurian literature?
'Lancelot, or the Knight of the Cart' is one of the earliest works to feature
Lancelot as a central character, shaping his role as a tragic romantic hero
in Arthurian legend.

What challenges does Lancelot face in the story?
Lancelot faces numerous challenges including social disgrace for riding in
the cart, battles with rival knights, and the test of his loyalty and love
for Queen Guinevere.

In what language was 'Lancelot, or the Knight of the
Cart' originally written?
The poem was originally written in Old French in the late 12th century.

How does the story portray the concept of chivalry?
The story portrays chivalry as a complex code involving bravery, honor, and
courtly love, highlighting Lancelot's courage and his devotion to Queen
Guinevere as central to his knightly identity.

Additional Resources
**Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart: An Exploration of a Pivotal Arthurian



Romance**

lancelot or the knight of the cart stands as one of the most influential and
intriguing texts within the Arthurian literary tradition. Written by the
medieval poet Chrétien de Troyes in the late 12th century, this romance not
only redefined the character of Sir Lancelot but also introduced narrative
elements that have shaped the modern understanding of chivalry, courtly love,
and knighthood. As a foundational work in the corpus of Arthurian legends,
"Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" commands attention from scholars,
literary critics, and enthusiasts interested in medieval literature and its
cultural impact.

Context and Historical Significance

"Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" (originally *Lancelot, le Chevalier de
la Charrette*) was composed around 1177-1181, during a period of burgeoning
interest in chivalric romance in Northern France. Chrétien de Troyes, often
credited as the father of the Arthurian romance genre, crafted this tale
amidst a cultural milieu fascinated by the ideals of knighthood and courtly
love.

This romance is notable for being the first to center the narrative on
Lancelot, a figure who had previously appeared only peripherally in Arthurian
tales. Chrétien’s portrayal elevated Lancelot from a secondary character to
the archetypal knight, embodying both martial prowess and romantic devotion.
The poem’s influence extends beyond literature; it helped cement Lancelot’s
role in the enduring mythology of King Arthur’s Round Table.

The Plot and Its Narrative Innovations

At its core, "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" narrates the quest of
Lancelot to rescue Queen Guinevere after she is abducted. The "cart" in the
title refers to the infamous scene in which Lancelot rides in a cart—a
vehicle associated with criminals and commoners—an act considered shameful
for a knight. This moment is crucial, highlighting themes of honor,
sacrifice, and love, as Lancelot chooses to endure public humiliation to save
his beloved.

Chrétien’s narrative adopts a complex structure blending adventure, romance,
and moral dilemmas. The text introduces the concept of courtly love,
portraying Lancelot’s devotion to Guinevere as both ennobling and fraught
with internal conflict. The romance’s dramatic tension arises from the
interplay between knightly duty and personal desire, a motif that resonates
through subsequent Arthurian literature.



Characterization and Themes

One of the defining features of "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" is its
nuanced characterization. Lancelot is depicted not merely as a flawless hero
but as a multifaceted individual who experiences vulnerability, shame, and
longing. This humanization of the knight adds depth to the narrative and
invites readers to engage with the psychological dimensions of chivalry.

The Duality of Chivalry and Courtly Love

The romance explores the tension between chivalric ideals—valor, honor,
loyalty—and the demands of courtly love, which sometimes require actions
outside conventional knightly behavior. Lancelot’s ride in the cart
symbolizes this tension: while it betrays societal expectations, it also
demonstrates the supremacy of love over social convention.

This theme reflects broader medieval societal debates about the roles and
responsibilities of knights, suggesting that love and personal devotion could
redefine traditional notions of honor. The text’s treatment of these themes
has been widely analyzed for its impact on medieval conceptions of gender and
social order.

The Role of Guinevere

Queen Guinevere’s character in "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" is more
than a mere damsel in distress; she embodies the idealized object of courtly
love, whose honor and virtue are central to the plot’s stakes. Her abduction
and the subsequent quest to rescue her underscore the intertwined fates of
love and knighthood within the narrative.

Moreover, Guinevere’s role challenges passive female stereotypes prevalent in
medieval literature, as her presence drives the action and catalyzes
Lancelot’s heroic deeds. This dynamic enriches the romance’s exploration of
gender roles and power relations.

Literary Style and Influence

Chrétien de Troyes’ writing style in "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" is
distinguished by its vivid imagery, careful character development, and
intricate plotting. The romance employs a sophisticated use of symbolism,
particularly in the representation of the cart and the various trials faced
by Lancelot.



Symbolism and Motifs

The cart itself serves as a potent symbol of social stigma and personal
sacrifice. By choosing to ride in the cart, Lancelot subverts societal norms,
signaling that love transcends shame and social hierarchy. Additionally,
motifs such as quests, trials, and enchanted objects enrich the narrative,
aligning it with the broader tradition of medieval romance.

Comparative Influence on Arthurian Literature

"Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" has been instrumental in shaping the
portrayal of Lancelot in later works, including the Vulgate Cycle and Thomas
Malory’s *Le Morte d’Arthur*. Its depiction of courtly love and the
complexities of Lancelot’s character laid the groundwork for subsequent
explorations of these themes.

Comparatively, Chrétien’s romance is more focused on emotional depth and
moral ambiguity than earlier, more straightforward heroic tales. This shift
contributed significantly to the evolution of the Arthurian legend from
heroic saga to layered romance.

Modern Reception and Adaptations

Today, "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" remains a subject of academic
study and literary interest. Its narrative continues to inspire adaptations
in various media, including film, theater, and graphic novels, reflecting its
enduring appeal.

The romance’s exploration of love’s power over social convention resonates
with contemporary audiences, while its historical context offers valuable
insights into medieval culture and ideology.

Pros and Cons of the Narrative Structure

Pros: The romance’s episodic structure allows for detailed character
development and thematic exploration. Its blend of adventure and romance
appeals to a broad audience, offering both excitement and emotional
complexity.

Cons: Some modern readers may find Chrétien’s pacing slow or the moral
dilemmas less accessible due to cultural distance. Additionally, the
implicit social hierarchies and gender norms can appear outdated or
problematic without contextual understanding.



In conclusion, "Lancelot or the Knight of the Cart" occupies a central place
in the Arthurian literary canon. Its innovative portrayal of Lancelot,
exploration of courtly love, and rich narrative symbolism ensure its
relevance both as a historical artifact and a living narrative that continues
to captivate audiences worldwide.

Lancelot Or The Knight Of The Cart

  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Lancelot, Or, The Knight of the Cart Chrétien (de
Troyes), 1990 In this verse translation of Chrétien de Troyes's Lancelot, Ruth Harwood Cline revives
the original story of the immortal love affair between Sir Lancelot and Queen Guinevere, a tale that
has spawned interpretations ranging from Malory's Le Morte d'Arthur to Lerner and Lowe's
Camelot. By remaining faithful to Chrétien's highly structured form, Cline preserves the pace, the
pungency of proverbial expressions, and the work's poetical devices and word play in translating this
archetypal tale of courtly love from Old French into modern English. Cline's introduction--containing
a description of Arthur in history and literature, a discussion of courtly love, and an account of the
continuations of the story of Lancelot and Guinevere--makes Lancelot an ideal classroom text.
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Lancelot Or the Knight of the Cart Chrétien de Troyes,
2004-06 From the moment he caught sight of her, he did not turn or take his eyes and face from her,
defending himself with backhand blows. And Meleagant meanwhile attacked him as fiercely as he
could, delighted to think that the other cannot withstand him now; and they of the country are well
pleased too, while the foreigners are so distressed that they can no longer support themselves.
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Lancelot Chrétien (de Troyes), Chrétien de Troyes, 1997
The romantic poems of twelfth-century French poet Chretien de Troyes were of immense influence
across Europe - widely imitated, translated, and adapted. Giving rise to a tradition of story-telling
that continues to this day, the poems established the shape of the nascent Arthurian legend. In this
outstanding new translation of Lancelot, Burton Raffel brings to English-language readers the fourth
of Chretien's five surviving romantic Arthurian poems. This poem was the first to introduce Lancelot
as an important figure in the King Arthur legend. Lancelot tells of the adulterous relationship
between the knight and his mistress, Guinevere, the wife of King Arthur. Thematically this poem
differs from Chretien's other romances - Lancelot and Guinevere's love is a serious crime against
their king, Lancelot casts aside his knightly ideals and reputation for the sake of his beloved, and
Arthur is endowed with a weaker personality. Raffel has created an original three-stress metric
verse form that captures Chretien's swift-paced narrative and lively, sparkling Old French. A
consummate translator, Raffel enables the modern reader and the reader who is unfamiliar with
French to appreciate the beauty of Chretien's original.
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Lancelot, or, The Knight of the Cart by Chrétien de
Troyes (Book Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2017-05-24 Unlock the more straightforward side of
Lancelot, or, The Knight of the Cart with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This
engaging summary presents an analysis of Lancelot, or, The Knight of the Cart by Chrétien de
Troyes, a poem about the abduction of Queen Guinevere set in the legendary Arthurian universe.
Lancelot, the perfect knight, sets off to save Arthur’s queen, who also happens to be his beloved,
from the clutches of a wicked prince. However, this turns out not to be as simple as it seems, and
our hero is forced to surmount a string of challenges to win his queen’s love. Lancelot, or, The
Knight of the Cart is generally considered to be one of the first books of modern French literature
and made Lancelot into one of the most popular characters of the Arthurian universe. It was written
sometime between 1175 and 1181 by Chrétien de Troyes, a French poet and trouvère who is

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/lancelot-or-the-knight-of-the-cart.pdf


possibly the most famous French medieval writer. Find out everything you need to know about
Lancelot, or, The Knight of the Cart in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading
guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols •
Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital
format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and
concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your
literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with
BrightSummaries.com!
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Lancelot Or, The Knight of the Cart Chretien DeTroyes,
1914
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Lancelot Chrétien de Troyes, Taylor & Francis Group,
2021-09-30 Originlly published in 1984, this book contains the full text of Lancelot or, The Knight of
the Cart, the third or fourth major work by the twelfth-century poet Chrétien de Troyes, alongisde a
full translation and textual notes.
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Lancelot Chrtien de Troyes, 2011-12-03 Thank you for
checking out this book by Theophania Publishing. We appreciate your business and look forward to
serving you soon. We have thousands of titles available, and we invite you to search for us by name,
contact us via our website, or download our most recent catalogues. Since my lady of Champagne
wishes me to undertake to write a romance, I shall very gladly do so, being so devoted to her service
as to do anything in the world for her, without any intention of flattery. But if one were to introduce
any flattery upon such an occasion, he might say, and I would subscribe to it, that this lady
surpasses all others who are alive, just as the south wind which blows in May or April is more lovely
than any other wind. But upon my word, I am not one to wish to flatter my lady. I will simply say:
The Countess is worth as many queens as a gem is worth of pearls and sards. Nay I shall make no
comparison, and yet it is true in spite of me; I will say, however, that her command has more to do
with this work than any thought or pains that I may expend upon it. Here Chretien begins his book
about the Knight of the Cart. The material and the treatment of it are given and furnished to him by
the Countess, and he is simply trying to carry out her concern and intention. Here he begins the
story.
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: The Romance of Arthur James J. Wilhelm, 1994 Covering
almost a thousand years, this work features translated texts in a broad range of genres, from the
early chronicles and Welsh verse through Sir Thomas Malory.
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Sens and conjointure in the Chevalier de la Charrette
F. Douglas Kelly, 2019-01-29 No detailed description available for Sens and conjointure in the
Chevalier de la Charrette.
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: The Knight of the Cart Constance B. Hieatt, 1969 Why
does bold Sir Lancelot submit to the humiliation of a cart, a means of transportation reserved for
criminals? It is part of his quest for the kidnapped Guinevere.
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Women and Gender in Medieval Europe Margaret Schaus,
2006 Publisher description
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: A Companion to Malory Elizabeth Archibald, Anthony
Stockwell Garfield Edwards, 1996 Malory's Morte Darthur - text, history and reception - expertly
appraised by international scholars. This collection of original essays by an international group of
distinguished medievalists provides a comprehensive introduction to the great work of Sir Thomas
Malory, which will be indispensable for both students and scholars. It is divided into three main
sections, on Malory in context, the art of the Morte Darthur, and its reception in later years. As well
as essays on the eight tales which make up the Morte Darthur, there are studies ofthe relationship
between the Winchestermanuscript and Caxton's and later editions; the political and social context
in which Malory wrote; his style and sources; and his treatment of two key concepts in Arthurian
literature, chivalry and the representation of women. The volume also includes a brief biography of
Malory with a list of the historical records relating to him and his family. It ends with a discussion of



the reception of the Morte Darthurfrom the sixteenth to the twentieth centuries, and a select
bibliography. Contributors: P.J.C. FIELD, FELICITY RIDDY, RICHARD BARBER, ELIZABETH
EDWARDS, TERENCE MCCARTHY, CAROL MEALE, JEREMY SMITH, ELIZABETH ARCHIBALD,
BARBARA NOLAN, HELEN COOPER, JILL MANN, DAVID BENSON, A.S.G. EDWARDS
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: King Arthur Richard Barber, 1986 Provides information on
the actual life of King Arthur along with the development of the legends that surround his life.
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: The Complete Romances of Chrétien de Troyes David
Staines, 1991-01-22 “Eminently readable. . . . a translator who understands the spirit as well as the
letter of the original and renders it with style.” —Speculum This new translation brings to life for a
new generation of readers the stories of King Arthur, Lancelot, Guinevere, Gawain, Perceval, Yvain,
and the other “knights and ladies” of Chrétien de Troyes’ famous chivalric romances. “A pleasure to
read.” —Library Journal “These are, above all, stories of courtly love and of knights tested in their
devotion to chivalric ideals. . . . but they are also thrilling wonder stories of giants, wild men, tame
lions, razor-sharp bridges and visits to the Other World.” —Washington Post Book World “This
tastefully produced book will be the standard general translation for many years to come.” —Choice
“Chretien is where the literary tradition of the Arthurian romance can be seen to begin. . . . His
poems are the earliest we have that portray knights errant questing through dangerous forests to
challenge unknown opponents and to learn the meaning of love.” —Times Literary Supplement
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: A Companion to Chrétien de Troyes Norris J. Lacy, Joan
Tasker Grimbert, 2008 A fine collection...an excellent introduction to Chr tien's world and work.
Highly recommended. CHOICE Chr tien de Troyes is arguably the creator of Arthurian romance, and
it is on his work that later writers have based their interpretations. This book offers both crucial
information on, and a comprehensive coverage of, all aspectsof the work of Chr tien de Troyes - the
literary and historical background, patronage, his influence on other writers, manuscripts and
editions of his work and, at the heart of the volume, major essays on the themes, techniques and
artistic achievements in each of his compositions; the contributions, all from leading experts in Chr
tien and related studies, have been commissioned especially for this volume and are designed to
remain accessible to studentswhile also addressing specialists in Arthurian studies and Chr tien de
Troyes. They reflect the most current critical and scholarly views on one of the greatest of medieval
authors. CONTRIBUTORS: JOHN W. BALDWIN, JUNEHALL MCCASH, LAURENCE
HARF-LANCNER, NORRIS J. LACY, DOUGLAS KELLY, KEITH BUSBY, PETER F. DEMBOWSKI,
ROBERTA L. KRUEGER, DONALD MADDOX, SARA STURM-MADDOX, JOAN TASKER GRIMBERT,
MATILDA TOMARYN BRUCKNER, TONY HUNT, RUPERT T. PICKENS, ANNIE COMBES,
MICHELLE SZKILNIK, EMMANUELE BAUMGARTNER
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Malory's Originality R. M. Lumiansky, 2019-12-01
Originally published in 1964. The book presents a commentary on Le Morte d'Arthur that illuminates
Malory's literary aims and techniques. The author brings to bear several hitherto unused source
materials on Malory's work and offers new analyses of his authorial purposes. Lumiansky argues
that Malory wrote a single unified book rather than eight separate tales. The source of Malory's
story is an Old French romance known as the Suite du Merlin. Lumiansky traces Malory's originality
through Malory's treatment of the main generic features of the Suite du Merlin.
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Tennyson's Idylls of the King and Arthurian Story
from the XVIth Century Sir Mungo William MacCallum, 1894
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: The Hero Journey in Literature Evans Lansing Smith,
1997 This book provides an overview of the hero journey theme in literature, from antiquity to the
present, with a focus on the imagery of the rites of passage in human life (initiation at adolescence,
mid-life, and death). This is the only book to focus on the major works of the literary tradition,
detailing discussions of the hero journey in major literary texts. Included are chapters on the
literature of Antiquity (Sumerian, Egyptian, Biblical, Greek, and Roman), the Middle Ages (with
emphasis on the Arthurian Romance), the Renaissance to the Enlightenment (Shakespeare, Milton,
Marvell, Pope, Fielding, the Arabian Nights, and Alchemical Illustration), Romanticism and



Naturalism (Coleridge, Selected Grimm's Tales, Bront%, Bierce, Whitman, Twain, Hawthorne, E.T.A.
Hoffman, Rabindranath Tagore), and Modernism to Contemporary (Joyce, Gilman, Alifa Rifaat,
Bellow, Lessing, Pynchon, Eudora Welty).
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: The Vulgate Version of the Arthurian Romances Heinrich
Oskar Sommer, 1911
  lancelot or the knight of the cart: Blood, Sex, Malory David Clark, 2011
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