
how many languages are spoken in asia
How Many Languages Are Spoken in Asia? Exploring the Linguistic Diversity of
the Continent

how many languages are spoken in asia is a fascinating question that opens
the door to one of the richest linguistic landscapes in the world. Asia, the
largest continent by both area and population, is home to an extraordinary
tapestry of languages—ranging from ancient tongues spoken by millions to
small dialects held alive by isolated communities. Understanding the sheer
number and diversity of languages in Asia not only reveals cultural richness
but also highlights the challenges and beauty of communication across this
vast region.

The Astonishing Number of Languages in Asia

When we ask how many languages are spoken in Asia, the answer is not
straightforward. Estimates suggest that Asia hosts over 2,300 distinct
languages, which accounts for nearly a third of the world’s total languages.
This incredible variety is due to Asia’s immense geographic size, diverse
ethnic groups, and long history of human settlement and migration.

Why Does Asia Have So Many Languages?

Several factors contribute to Asia’s linguistic diversity:

- **Geographical Diversity:** Asia’s varied landscapes—from vast deserts and
high mountain ranges to dense rainforests and sprawling islands—have
historically isolated communities, allowing languages to evolve
independently.
- **Ethnic and Cultural Diversity:** Asia is home to thousands of ethnic
groups, each with their own language or dialect. For example, India alone
recognizes 22 official languages and hundreds of dialects.
- **Historical Migration and Trade Routes:** Ancient trade routes like the
Silk Road facilitated the mixing and spread of languages, while migrations
brought new languages into the continent.

Major Language Families Across Asia

Asia’s languages can be grouped into several prominent language families,
each with unique characteristics and histories.



Indo-European Languages

One of the largest language families, Indo-European languages in Asia include
Hindi, Bengali, Persian, Russian, and many others. These languages are spoken
primarily in South Asia, Central Asia, and parts of Western Asia. Hindi and
Bengali, for example, are among the world’s most spoken languages, with
hundreds of millions of native speakers.

Sino-Tibetan Languages

The Sino-Tibetan family includes Mandarin Chinese, Cantonese, Tibetan,
Burmese, and other languages. Mandarin Chinese alone accounts for over a
billion speakers, making it the most spoken language globally. This family
dominates East Asia and parts of Southeast Asia, demonstrating the vast
influence of these languages.

Austroasiatic and Austronesian Languages

In Southeast Asia, Austroasiatic languages such as Khmer and Vietnamese
flourish alongside Austronesian languages like Tagalog and Malay. These
languages reflect the rich maritime history and cultural exchanges across
island nations and peninsulas.

Altaic and Turkic Languages

Languages such as Turkish, Uzbek, Kazakh, and Mongolian belong to the Altaic
and Turkic families, prevalent in Central Asia and parts of Siberia. These
languages often share structural similarities and have evolved through
centuries of nomadic cultures and empires.

Dravidian Languages

Primarily found in southern India and parts of Sri Lanka, Dravidian languages
like Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam are among the oldest living
languages in the world, with literary traditions spanning millennia.

Endangered and Minority Languages in Asia

While many Asian languages boast millions of speakers, countless others are
endangered or spoken by small communities. These minority languages often



face threats from globalization, urbanization, and dominant national
languages.

Why Protecting Minority Languages Matters

Languages carry unique worldviews, histories, and cultural identities. Losing
a language means losing a wealth of knowledge, including traditional
medicine, oral histories, and ecological wisdom. Efforts to preserve
endangered languages involve documentation, education programs, and community
empowerment.

Examples of Endangered Asian Languages

- **Ainu (Japan):** Once spoken by the indigenous people of northern Japan,
Ainu is critically endangered with very few fluent speakers.
- **Tuvan (Russia):** A Turkic language spoken in Siberia, facing pressure
from Russian dominance.
- **Lisu (China, Myanmar, Thailand):** Spoken by the Lisu people, this
language is at risk due to limited formal education in the mother tongue.

The Role of Official and Lingua Franca
Languages

Given the multitude of languages, many Asian countries adopt official or
national languages to unify diverse populations. Often, these languages serve
as lingua francas—common languages used for communication across different
ethnic groups.

Examples of Lingua Francas in Asia

- **English:** Widely used in India, the Philippines, and parts of Southeast
Asia as a language of education, business, and government.
- **Arabic:** Serves as a unifying language across many West Asian and Middle
Eastern countries.
- **Russian:** Acts as a lingua franca in Central Asia and parts of Siberia
due to historical Soviet influence.

These lingua francas play crucial roles in administration, trade, and
education but sometimes contribute to the decline of local languages.



How Technology and Globalization Influence
Asian Languages

The digital age has a complex impact on Asia’s linguistic landscape. On one
hand, technology promotes dominant languages through media, the internet, and
international business. On the other, it offers tools for language
preservation and revitalization.

Language Learning Apps and Digital Archives

Innovative platforms help people learn both major and minority languages,
while digital archives safeguard oral traditions and rare texts. This
democratization of access can inspire younger generations to reconnect with
their linguistic heritage.

Challenges of Language Shift

Urbanization and migration often lead to language shift, where communities
gradually abandon their native languages in favor of widely spoken ones. This
shift can result in cultural homogenization but also practical benefits like
improved economic opportunities.

Exploring Asia’s Languages: Tips for Language
Enthusiasts

If you’re curious about how many languages are spoken in Asia and want to
explore this linguistic diversity, here are some tips:

- **Start with Major Languages:** Learning Mandarin, Hindi, or Arabic can
open doors to vast cultural experiences.
- **Discover Minority Languages:** Seek out documentaries, books, or
community groups focused on lesser-known languages.
- **Use Language Apps:** Platforms like Duolingo, Memrise, or Drops offer
courses in several Asian languages.
- **Engage with Cultural Events:** Festivals, music, and literature provide
immersive ways to appreciate linguistic diversity.
- **Support Language Preservation Efforts:** Donate to or volunteer with
organizations working to document and revitalize endangered languages.

Asia’s linguistic richness is a testament to human creativity and history.
Exploring how many languages are spoken in Asia reveals not just numbers, but
stories of people, places, and traditions that continue to shape the world
today.



Frequently Asked Questions

How many languages are spoken in Asia?
Asia is home to over 2,300 languages, making it the most linguistically
diverse continent in the world.

Which country in Asia has the highest number of
languages spoken?
India has the highest number of languages spoken in Asia, with over 450
languages and dialects.

What are the major language families found in Asia?
The major language families in Asia include Indo-European, Sino-Tibetan,
Altaic, Dravidian, Austroasiatic, and Turkic, among others.

Are there any Asian countries with only one official
language?
Yes, countries like Japan and South Korea have one main official language
despite having some regional dialects.

How does the linguistic diversity in Asia affect
communication?
The linguistic diversity in Asia creates both rich cultural variety and
communication challenges, often necessitating the use of lingua francas like
English, Mandarin, or Hindi for wider communication.

What is the most spoken language in Asia?
Mandarin Chinese is the most spoken language in Asia, with over a billion
native speakers.

How many languages are endangered in Asia?
There are hundreds of endangered languages in Asia, with many spoken by small
indigenous communities at risk of disappearing.

Do Asian countries promote multilingual education
due to their linguistic diversity?
Many Asian countries promote multilingual education policies to preserve
local languages while also teaching national and international languages.



What role does English play among the languages
spoken in Asia?
English often serves as a second language or lingua franca in many Asian
countries, facilitating business, education, and international communication.

Are there sign languages used across Asia?
Yes, various sign languages are used throughout Asia, with some being region-
specific and others influenced by international sign language systems.

Additional Resources
How Many Languages Are Spoken in Asia: A Linguistic Landscape Explored

how many languages are spoken in asia is a question that invites a deep dive
into one of the most linguistically diverse regions on Earth. Asia, the
largest continent both in terms of landmass and population, is home to an
extraordinary variety of languages, reflecting its complex history, cultural
richness, and ethnic mosaic. Understanding the scope and scale of linguistic
diversity in Asia not only sheds light on the continent’s cultural heritage
but also highlights challenges and opportunities in communication, education,
and policy-making.

The Vast Array of Languages in Asia

Asia’s linguistic diversity is unparalleled. Estimates suggest that the
continent hosts over 2,300 distinct languages, accounting for roughly one-
third of the world’s total languages. This staggering number illustrates
Asia’s status as a linguistic hotspot, with languages spanning multiple
families, scripts, and dialects. The question of how many languages are
spoken in Asia cannot be answered with a simple figure due to the fluidity of
language classifications and the ongoing discovery of minority tongues.

Language Families Dominating Asia

Asia’s languages belong to several major language families, each with
distinct characteristics and vast speaker populations. The primary families
include:

Indo-European: Covering languages from Hindi, Bengali, and Persian to
Russian and Kurdish, this family is widespread in South and West Asia.

Sino-Tibetan: Encompassing Mandarin Chinese, Cantonese, Burmese, and



Tibetan, this family dominates East Asia and parts of Southeast Asia.

Altaic (proposed): Including Turkish, Mongolic, and Tungusic languages,
though this classification remains debated among linguists.

Dravidian: Primarily found in southern India and parts of Sri Lanka,
with languages such as Tamil, Telugu, and Kannada.

Austroasiatic and Austronesian: These families cover languages spoken in
Southeast Asia, including Khmer, Vietnamese, and Tagalog.

Other families and isolates: Asia also hosts language isolates and
smaller families such as the Caucasian languages, Yeniseian, and various
indigenous Siberian languages.

The diversity of language families illustrates the complex migration,
conquest, and cultural exchange that have shaped Asia over millennia.

Regional Linguistic Variations Across Asia

Asia’s linguistic diversity is not uniform; it varies significantly by
region, influenced by geography, history, and population density.
Understanding how many languages are spoken in Asia requires examining these
regional differences.

South Asia: A Melting Pot of Languages

South Asia is one of the most linguistically dense regions, home to hundreds
of languages. India alone recognizes 22 official languages and hundreds of
dialects, with Hindi and Bengali ranking among the most spoken worldwide.
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka contribute additional linguistic
varieties, including Urdu, Sinhala, and Nepali. This region’s languages
belong primarily to the Indo-European and Dravidian families, alongside
Tibeto-Burman languages in the Himalayan foothills.

East Asia: The Dominance of Sino-Tibetan Languages

East Asia is largely dominated by Sino-Tibetan languages, with Mandarin
Chinese being the most spoken language globally. Other languages such as
Japanese, Korean, and Mongolian, while sometimes debated in their family
classification, contribute to the region’s linguistic landscape. Despite a
smaller number of languages compared to South Asia, East Asia’s languages
have vast numbers of speakers and significant cultural influence.



Southeast Asia: A Patchwork of Austroasiatic and
Austronesian Tongues

Southeast Asia is characterized by a rich tapestry of languages from the
Austroasiatic and Austronesian families. Countries like Indonesia, the
Philippines, Vietnam, and Cambodia exhibit a high degree of linguistic
diversity, with hundreds of languages spoken across islands and mainland
territories. This region’s linguistic complexity is compounded by the
presence of various dialects and minority languages, many of which are
endangered.

Central and West Asia: A Crossroads of Language
Families

The linguistic landscape of Central and West Asia reflects the region’s
historical role as a crossroads between East and West. Turkic languages
dominate Central Asia, while West Asia features Semitic languages (Arabic,
Hebrew), Indo-European languages (Persian, Kurdish), and Caucasian languages.
The multiplicity of languages here is a testament to centuries of migration,
trade, and empire-building.

Challenges in Counting Languages in Asia

Determining exactly how many languages are spoken in Asia involves navigating
various challenges:

Dialect vs. Language: Linguists often debate whether certain forms are
distinct languages or dialects of a single language, which affects
counts significantly.

Language Endangerment: Many minority languages face decline as dominant
languages spread, leading to extinction and complicating accurate
assessments.

Political and Social Factors: Official recognition of languages varies
by country, affecting documentation and preservation efforts.

Documentation Gaps: Remote and indigenous languages may be underreported
or undiscovered due to limited research access.

These factors mean that language counts are constantly updated as linguistic
surveys and research progress.



The Impact of Language Diversity in Asia

The extensive number of languages spoken in Asia has profound implications
for education, governance, and cultural identity. Multilingualism is common,
with many individuals fluent in local languages alongside official state
languages or lingua francas such as English, Russian, or Arabic. However,
linguistic diversity also presents challenges in terms of language policy,
access to education, and social integration.

Governments in Asia often grapple with balancing language preservation and
promoting national unity. For example, India’s multilingual policies
accommodate numerous languages but also face challenges related to language-
based regionalism. Similarly, in countries like China and Indonesia, dominant
languages coexist with minority tongues, with varying degrees of support and
suppression.

Why Understanding Asia’s Linguistic Diversity
Matters

The inquiry into how many languages are spoken in Asia transcends academic
curiosity. It touches upon issues of cultural preservation, human rights, and
globalization. In a world increasingly connected, maintaining linguistic
diversity is vital for preserving cultural heritage and promoting
inclusivity. Technologies such as machine translation and digital archives
offer new tools to support endangered languages and facilitate communication
across Asia’s vast linguistic landscape.

As Asia continues to evolve economically and socially, the interplay between
its languages will remain a dynamic force shaping the continent’s future.
Recognizing and respecting this diversity is fundamental in fostering
intercultural dialogue and sustainable development.

In summary, Asia’s linguistic wealth is immense, with thousands of languages
spoken across its sprawling territories. While pinpointing an exact number is
complex, exploring the continent’s language families, regional variations,
and socio-political contexts provides a comprehensive picture of one of
humanity’s richest linguistic tapestries.

How Many Languages Are Spoken In Asia

  how many languages are spoken in asia: The Major Languages of East and South-East
Asia Bernard Comrie, 2022-02-16 Based on Bernard Comrie's much praised The World's Major
Languages, this is a key guide to an important language family. The areas covered include Chinese,
Japanese and Sino-Tibetan languages.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-201/how-many-languages-are-spoken-in-asia.pdf


  how many languages are spoken in asia: The Languages of East and Southeast Asia Cliff
Goddard, 2005-07-14 This book introduces readers to the remarkable linguistic diversity of East and
Southeast Asia. It combines serious but accessible treatments of diverse areas not usually found in a
single volume: for example, word origins, cultural key words, tones and sounds, language families
and typology, key syntactic structures, writing systems, communicative style. Written with great
clarity and an eye for interesting examples, the book is a textbook for students of linguistics, Asian
languages, and Asian studies.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: Language and National Identity in Asia Andrew
Simpson, 2007 Language and National Identity in Asia is a comprehensive introduction to the role of
language in the construction and development of nations and national identities in Asia. Leading
scholars from all over the world investigate the role languages have played and now play in the
formation of the national and social identity in countries throughout South, East, and Southeast Asia.
They consider the relation of the regions' languages to national, ethnic, and cultural identity, and
examine the status of and interactions between majority, official, and minority languages. Illustrated
with maps and accessibly written this book will interest all those concerned to understand the
dynamics of social change in some of the most important countries in the world. It will appeal to all
those studying, researching, or teaching issues in Asian society, language, and politics from a
comparative perspective.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: Language and Society in South Asia Michael C.
Shapiro, Harold F. Schiffman, 2019-11-18 No detailed description available for Language and
Society in South Asia.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: The Major Languages of South Asia, the
Middle East and Africa Bernard Comrie, 2022-11-30 Based on the much-praised The World's
Major Languages, this is the first comprehensive guide in paperback to describe the development,
grammar sound and writing system, and sociological factors of the major language families in these
areas.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: A Guide to the World's Major Languages
Gauraang Asan, 2025-01-03 A Guide to the World's Major Languages offers an in-depth exploration
of the most spoken and influential languages globally. We present comprehensive historical,
sociological, and linguistic information, along with extensive descriptions of phonological and
graphic systems, morphology, word formation, syntactic patterns, and lexical features. Each chapter
includes updated bibliographies and census data, detailing the languages' number of speakers,
official status, and cultural and historical significance. We provide detailed overviews of inflectional
languages, highlighting main variants and conjugation classes. Our book emphasizes the
grammatical and sociolinguistic features of major languages, making it a reliable resource for both
students and enthusiasts. It is designed to be accessible to anyone interested in language studies,
offering a thorough understanding of the subject.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig,
2012-02-09 Introduces readers to the rich diversity of human languages, familiarizing them with the
variety of languages around the world.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: Languages Spoken in Asia Etienne Bernardeau
Renaud, 1946
  how many languages are spoken in asia: The Languages and Linguistics of Northern Asia
Edward Vajda, 2024-03-04 The Languages and Linguistics of Northern Asia: A Comprehensive Guide
surveys the indigenous languages of Asia’s North Pacific Rim, Siberia, and adjacent portions of Inner
Eurasia. It provides in-depth descriptions of every first-order family of this vast area, with special
emphasis on family-internal subdivision and dialectal differentiation. Individual chapters trace the
origins and expansion of the region’s widespread pastoral-based language groups as well as the
microfamilies and isolates spoken by northern Asia’s surviving hunter-gatherers. Separate chapters
cover sparsely recorded languages of early Inner Eurasia that defy precise classification and the
various pidgins and creoles spread over the region. Other chapters investigate the typology of



salient linguistic features of the area, including vowel harmony, noun inflection, verb indexing (also
known as agreement), complex morphologies, and the syntax of complex predicates. Issues relating
to genealogical ancestry, areal contact and language endangerment receive equal attention. With
historical connections both to Eurasia’s pastoral-based empires as well as to ancient population
movements into the Americas, the steppes, taiga forests, tundra and coastal fringes of northern Asia
offer a complex and fascinating object of linguistic investigation.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: Communicating with Asia Harry Irwin, 2020-09-28
Anyone who deals with people from different cultures needs intercultural communication skills
whether they are in the workplace, on a business trip overseas, dealing with foreign guests or simply
socializing with friends. This is not just a matter of knowing how to bow in Japan or what gifts to
give in Korea. Rather, it is necessary to understand the dynamics of different cultures and
intercultural communication. Communicating with Asia is a comprehensive guide to cultural literacy
for Australians who deal with Asians and vice versa. It is abundantly illustrated with examples from
Japan, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia and other countries.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: Asia in the Making of Europe, Volume III
Donald F. Lach, Edwin J. Van Kley, 2018-12-18 This monumental series, acclaimed as a masterpiece
of comprehensive scholarship in the New York Times Book Review, reveals the impact of Asia's high
civilizations on the development of modern Western society. The authors examine the ways in which
European encounters with Asia have altered the development of Western society, art, literature,
science, and religion since the Renaissance. In Volume III: A Century of Advance, the authors have
researched seventeenth-century European writings on Asia in an effort to understand how
contemporaries saw Asian societies and peoples.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: The Travelogues in Asia Minor VII Yavuz Çekirge ,
2025-03-06  Parrhesia in the ancient Hellenic language means to speak and say the truth and what is
true. It means saying what you know to be true, what is true, despite all kinds of risks, but with
courage. The person who uses parrhesia embodies risk and courage at the expense of making those
in power uneasy. If the one in power is blinded by the fawning ones, he wants to punish the truth
teller in the most severe way with the power in his hands as soon as he hears the truth. It is not
parrhesia to tell a truth that everyone knows and that will not disturb anyone
  how many languages are spoken in asia: English as a Medium of Instruction in South
Asia Ram Ashish Giri, Amol Padwad, Mian Md. Naushaad Kabir, 2023-10-13 This book examines the
‘English mania phenomenon’ and the complex circumstances of adopting English Medium
Instruction (EMI) by South Asian education systems and the effect of an uneven distribution of
resources on the already under-resourced countries in the region. Chapters explore linguistic, social,
and economic injustices by using an analytic-critical approach to examinations of the place, role,
provisions, and practices of EMI in specific English language teaching (ELT) contexts. The book
consequently advocates for the wholescale reform of a system, which, the authors argue, is unjust.
Ultimately, the book explores socio-cultural, poststructuralist, and English linguistic imperialism
theories to contribute a South Asian perspective on the controversy surrounding EMI and examine
its role within a wider global discourse on equity and social justice. Critically examining the spread
of English in South Asia, this book will be of relevance to researchers, scholars, and postgraduate
students in applied linguistics, language education, TESOL, and sociolinguistics.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: Past Human Migrations in East Asia Alicia
Sanchez-Mazas, Roger Blench, Malcolm D. Ross, Ilia Peiros, Marie Lin, 2008-07-25 The study of the
prehistory of East Asia is developing very rapidly. In uncovering the story of the flows of human
migration that constituted the peopling of East Asia there exists widespread debate about the nature
of evidence and the tools for correlating results from different disciplines. Drawing upon the latest
evidence in genetics, linguistics and archaeology, this exciting new book examines the history of the
peopling of East Asia, and investigates the ways in which we can detect migration, and its different
markers in these fields of inquiry. Results from different academic disciplines are compared and
reinterpreted in the light of evidence from others to attempt to try and generate consensus on



methodology. Taking a broad geographical focus, the book also draws attention to the roles of
minority peoples – hitherto underplayed in accounts of the region’s prehistory – such as the
Austronesian, Tai-Kadai and Altaic speakers, whose contribution to the regional culture is now
becoming accepted. Past Human Migrations in East Asia presents a full picture of the latest research
on the peopling of East Asia, and will be of interest to scholars of all disciplines working on the
reconstruction of the peopling of East and North East Asia.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: An Official Guide to Eastern Asia: East Indies Japan.
Tetsudōin, 1917
  how many languages are spoken in asia: Federalism in Asia Harihar Bhattacharyya,
2020-08-04 This comprehensive book critically analyzes the successes and failures of federalism in
India, Pakistan, Malaysia, Nepal and Myanmar for the political accommodation of ethno-regional
diversity and assesses their comparative democratic significance for other countries in Asia. This
revised new edition incorporates updated demographic, religious and linguistic data for the case
study countries and examines some of the major changes that have taken place in formally federal
states since 2010, including the 18th Amendment of the Constitution in Pakistan in 2010, which gave
a major turn to decentralization by empowering the provinces; the new federal democratic
Constitution that was introduced in Nepal in 2015; and the abolition of the Planning Commission and
the National Development Council in India. The author thematically examines the growing tensions
between nation and state-building in ethnically plural societies; modes of federation-building in Asia;
persistent ethnic tensions in federations and the relationship between federalism and democracy;
and federalism and decentralization. The book will be of use to advanced undergraduate and
postgraduate students of Asian politics, comparative federalism and modern Asian political history
and institutions, as well as policy makers on ethnic conflict regulation and peace studies and
stakeholders in ethnic power-sharing and political order.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: The Oxford Guide to the Malayo-Polynesian
Languages of Southeast Asia Alexander Adelaar, Antoinette Schapper, 2024-10-17 This volume
presents the most wide-ranging treatment available today of the Malayo-Polynesian languages of
Southeast Asia and their outliers, a group of more than 800 languages belonging to the wider
Austronesian family. It brings together leading scholars and junior researchers to offer a
comprehensive account of the historical relations, typological diversity, and varied sociolinguistic
issues that characterize this group of languages, including current debates in their prehistories and
descriptive priorities for future study. The book is divided into four parts. Part I deals with historical
linguistics, including discussion of human genetics, archaeology, and cultural history. Chapters in
Part II explore language contact between Malayo-Polynesian and unrelated languages, as well as
sociolinguistic issues such as multilingualism, language policy, and language endangerment. Part III
provides detailed overviews of the different groupings of Malayo-Polynesian languages, while Part IV
offers in-depth studies of important typological features across the whole linguistic area. The Oxford
Guide to the Malayo-Polynesian Languages of Southeast Asia will be an essential reference for
students and researchers specializing in Austronesian languages and for typologists and
comparative linguists more broadly.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: Language Planning in Primary Schools in Asia
Richard Baldauf, Robert Kaplan, Knonko Kamwangamalu, Pauline Bryant, 2013-09-13 In foreign
language education, decisions must be taken on what languages to teach, who will teach them, in
which schools (i.e. all, only urban, only rural), in which grades, the number of hours a week, and the
cost involved. This book explores the answers to these questions across a number of Asian polities. It
illustrates why some of the efforts undertaken are successful and why some are not, why – despite
significant investments of time and resources – some students do not seem to acquire the languages
being taught, and why some teachers responsible for instruction in the designated foreign languages
have problems achieving fluency in the designated language or have other language teaching
difficulties. It suggests some strategies various polities might attempt to achieve their stated
language learning objectives. This book was originally published as a special issue of Current Issues



in Language Planning.
  how many languages are spoken in asia: The Cyclopædia of India and of Eastern and
Southern Asia Edward Balfour, 1885
  how many languages are spoken in asia: Atlas of Languages of Intercultural Communication
in the Pacific, Asia, and the Americas Stephen A. Wurm, Peter Mühlhäusler, Darrell T. Tryon,
2011-02-11 “An absolutely unique work in linguistics publishing – full of beautiful maps and
authoritative accounts of well-known and little-known language encounters. Essential reading (and
map-viewing) for students of language contact with a global perspective.” Prof. Dr. Martin
Haspelmath, Max-Planck-Institut für Evolutionäre Anthropologie The two text volumes cover a large
geographical area, including Australia, New Zealand, Melanesia, South -East Asia (Insular and
Continental), Oceania, the Philippines, Taiwan, Korea, Mongolia, Central Asia, the Caucasus Area,
Siberia, Arctic Areas, Canada, Northwest Coast and Alaska, United States Area, Mexico, Central
America, and South America. The Atlas is a detailed, far-reaching handbook of fundamental
importance, dealing with a large number of diverse fields of knowledge, with the reported facts
based on sound scholarly research and scientific findings, but presented in a form intelligible to
non-specialists and educated lay persons in general.
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