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**Holy Terrors: Gargoyles on Medieval Buildings**

holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings have long fascinated historians, architects, and curious
passersby alike. These grotesque stone figures perched on cathedrals, castles, and other medieval structures
are more than just eerie decorations; they are rich in symbolism, function, and artistry. Often
misunderstood as mere spooky ornaments, gargoyles—especially those dubbed “holy terrors”—played vital
roles in the architectural and cultural fabric of the Middle Ages. Let’s explore the mysterious world of these
stone sentinels and uncover why they continue to captivate our imagination today.

The Origins and Purpose of Gargoyles in Medieval Architecture

Gargoyles are not just creepy statues; they have a practical origin rooted in medieval engineering. The
word “gargoyle” derives from the Old French “gargouille,” meaning throat or gullet, referencing their
function as water spouts. These stone creatures were designed to divert rainwater away from the walls and
foundations of buildings to prevent erosion and structural damage. By channeling water through their
mouths, gargoyles helped preserve the integrity of castles and cathedrals during heavy rains.

Functional Water Spouts with a Twist

Unlike purely decorative sculptures, gargoyles serve a dual purpose. Their elongated, often exaggerated
mouths and bodies direct water far from the masonry, a clever and necessary feature before modern
drainage systems existed. When rain pours down a medieval roof, the water shoots out through the
gargoyle’s mouth, often creating an eerie spectacle.

However, their grotesque and sometimes monstrous appearances are no accident. These “holy terrors”
were intentionally carved to look frightening and otherworldly, which brings us to their symbolic
significance.

Symbolism Behind the Holy Terrors Gargoyles on Medieval
Buildings

Medieval society was deeply religious, and every element of cathedral design was imbued with spiritual
meaning. Gargoyles, especially those terrifying in appearance, were believed to ward off evil spirits and
protect holy sites from demonic forces. Their grotesque forms served as visual reminders of sin, temptation,



and the lurking dangers of the spiritual world.

Guardians of the Sacred

The “holy terrors” weren’t just architectural features but acted as guardians of sacred spaces. Placed high on
church facades, these gargoyles stared down at the faithful and potential sinners, embodying the presence
of divine protection. Their monstrous faces symbolized the chaos and evil outside the sanctity of the church,
contrasting sharply with the order and holiness inside.

Teaching Tools for the Illiterate

In a time when most people couldn’t read, visual storytelling was essential. Gargoyles, along with other
architectural sculptures like grotesques and chimeras, helped convey moral lessons. The frightening images
warned parishioners about the consequences of sin and the importance of faith. In this way, the “holy
terrors” were both protectors and preachers carved in stone.

Variety and Styles of Gargoyles in Medieval Europe

Not all gargoyles were created equal. Across different regions and periods, their designs varied widely,
reflecting local artistic styles, cultural beliefs, and the creativity of individual stone carvers.

From Grotesque Beasts to Mythical Creatures

The range of figures represented in gargoyle designs is astonishing. Some resemble mythical creatures like
dragons, griffins, or demons, while others take on hybrid forms combining parts of humans, animals, and
imaginary beasts. This diversity added a dynamic, almost theatrical aspect to medieval buildings.

Regional Differences

In France, famous cathedrals such as Notre-Dame de Paris are renowned for their elaborate and expressive
gargoyles. English Gothic architecture often features more restrained gargoyle designs, sometimes blending
with other sculptural elements. Italian medieval churches tend to favor less grotesque, more symbolic
figures, though exceptions exist.



How Gargoyles Were Crafted: The Art and Technique

Creating a gargoyle was no small feat. Skilled stone masons and sculptors undertook the task, often working
from detailed sketches or on-site improvisations.

Material and Tools

Most gargoyles were carved from limestone or sandstone, materials that were durable yet workable.
Craftsmen used chisels, mallets, and files to shape the stone, carefully carving intricate details despite the
challenging working conditions atop high walls.

Balancing Function and Aesthetics

The masons had to ensure that each gargoyle not only looked imposing but also functioned properly as a
water spout. This required precise engineering to channel water through the sculpture’s mouth without
causing damage. The balance between utility and artistic expression is a testament to the ingenuity of
medieval builders.

Modern Perceptions and Preservation of Gargoyles

Today, holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings continue to inspire awe and curiosity. They feature
prominently in popular culture, from fantasy novels to horror films, often symbolizing the mysterious and
supernatural.

Challenges in Conservation

Many medieval gargoyles have suffered from weathering, pollution, and neglect. Their intricate details
erode over time, and some have even been lost. Preservation efforts involve careful restoration, sometimes
using modern materials to replicate original features while maintaining historical authenticity.

Visiting and Appreciating Gargoyles Today

For travelers and history enthusiasts, viewing gargoyles in situ offers a unique glimpse into medieval life
and beliefs. Cathedrals like Notre-Dame, Chartres, and Lincoln boast some of the most famous examples.



When visiting, take time to observe how these “holy terrors” blend artistry, function, and faith in stone.

Why the Fascination with Holy Terrors Gargoyles on Medieval
Buildings Endures

Part of the enduring allure of gargoyles lies in their mysterious duality. They are at once protectors and
monsters, functional tools and artistic masterpieces, spiritual symbols and sources of superstition. Their eerie
smiles and twisted forms evoke stories of medieval fears and hopes, bridging centuries through stone.

As architectural relics, gargoyles remind us that medieval builders combined practical needs with a rich
tapestry of symbolism and imagination. They’re a testament to a time when faith and craftsmanship were
inseparable, and when even the “holy terrors” had a vital role to play in the life of a community.

Whether you’re a history buff, an art lover, or someone intrigued by the strange and supernatural, the
gargoyles on medieval buildings offer an endlessly fascinating subject. Their stories carved in stone
continue to whisper secrets of the past, inviting us to look up and wonder.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are holy terrors in the context of gargoyles on medieval buildings?
Holy terrors refer to the frightening and grotesque figures, often gargoyles, carved onto medieval
buildings to ward off evil spirits and protect the structure and its occupants.

Why were gargoyles commonly used on medieval churches and
cathedrals?
Gargoyles were used to serve both practical and symbolic purposes: they functioned as water spouts to
direct rainwater away from the building's walls and also acted as apotropaic symbols to scare away evil
spirits and protect the sacred space.

How do the designs of holy terror gargoyles reflect medieval beliefs?
The grotesque and terrifying designs of holy terror gargoyles reflect the medieval belief in supernatural
forces and the need to protect holy places from demonic influences, using fearsome imagery to intimidate
evil.



Are holy terrors and gargoyles the same thing?
While all holy terrors can be considered a type of gargoyle, not all gargoyles are called holy terrors. Holy
terrors specifically refer to particularly grotesque or fearsome gargoyle figures meant to inspire awe and
fear.

Did the use of holy terror gargoyles have any architectural significance
beyond decoration?
Yes, besides their decorative and symbolic role, many holy terror gargoyles served as functional water
spouts, channeling rainwater away from the building to prevent erosion and damage to the masonry.

Additional Resources
**Holy Terrors Gargoyles on Medieval Buildings: Guardians of Stone and Spirit**

holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings stand as some of the most enigmatic and visually arresting
elements of Gothic architecture. These grotesque stone figures, often depicting monstrous or fantastical
creatures, have captured the imagination of historians, architects, and tourists alike. Far from mere
decoration, gargoyles served practical functions and embodied complex cultural symbolism during the
medieval period. This article explores the multifaceted nature of these “holy terrors,” examining their
architectural purpose, artistic significance, and the myths that surround them.

The Origins and Functions of Gargoyles in Medieval
Architecture

Gargoyles, particularly those dubbed “holy terrors” due to their fearsome appearances, emerged
prominently in medieval Europe between the 12th and 15th centuries. Their primary architectural
function was as water spouts designed to divert rainwater away from building walls, helping to prevent
erosion of the stone masonry. This practical purpose often dictated their placement along gutters and
rooflines, where water could be channeled through their open mouths and away from the structure.

However, their grotesque and often frightening designs went beyond mere utility. The medieval church,
which commissioned many of these stone sculptures, used gargoyles as visual sermons. These “holy terrors”
were intended to ward off evil spirits and remind parishioners of the consequences of sin, acting as
symbolic guardians of sacred spaces. This dual role—as both functional elements and spiritual
protectors—makes gargoyles a unique intersection of engineering and theology.



The Design and Iconography of Holy Terrors Gargoyles

The diversity of gargoyle designs on medieval buildings is staggering. While many resemble mythical
beasts such as dragons, griffins, or chimeras, others take on more human-like or hybrid forms. The term
“holy terrors” aptly captures the unsettling blend of the divine and the monstrous these sculptures embody.
Their exaggerated features—sharp teeth, bulging eyes, twisted limbs—engage viewers viscerally, evoking
fear and awe simultaneously.

Scholars suggest that the grotesque imagery served as a visual metaphor for the spiritual battle between
good and evil. By placing these terrifying figures on sacred buildings, medieval architects asserted the
church’s power to repel demonic forces. This iconography is often intertwined with Christian symbolism,
where the monstrous form represents sin and temptation, kept at bay by the sanctity of the church.

Comparative Analysis: Gargoyles Versus Grotesques

It is important to distinguish between gargoyles and grotesques, terms often used interchangeably but with
distinct meanings. Gargoyles specifically function as water spouts, channeling rainwater away from the
structure. In contrast, grotesques are purely decorative sculptures without a drainage role.

Many “holy terrors” on medieval buildings fall into the category of grotesques rather than functional
gargoyles. Their exaggerated, monstrous forms serve aesthetic and symbolic purposes but lack the practical
drainage design. This distinction is crucial when analyzing medieval architecture, as it reveals the balance
between utility and artistic expression.

The Cultural Significance and Myths Surrounding Holy Terrors
Gargoyles

The cultural impact of holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings extends beyond their physical
presence. Throughout history, these stone figures have inspired numerous myths and legends, often
associating them with supernatural powers. In some local traditions, gargoyles were believed to come alive
at night to protect the church and its community, a notion popularized in modern media and folklore.

From a sociological perspective, gargoyles reflect medieval attitudes toward the unknown and the sacred.
Their terrifying visages can be interpreted as manifestations of collective fears—disease, death, and
sin—projected onto the architecture. Simultaneously, they symbolize the church’s role as a sanctuary
against these very threats.



Materiality and Craftsmanship in Gargoyle Creation

The creation of holy terrors gargoyles required skilled stonemasonry and artistic vision. Typically carved
from limestone or sandstone, these sculptures had to endure harsh weather conditions for centuries. The
precision involved in integrating the gargoyle’s drainage function with its artistic form demonstrates the
high level of craftsmanship in medieval construction.

Moreover, regional variations in gargoyle design reflect local artistic traditions and available materials. For
example, French Gothic cathedrals often feature highly elaborate and numerous gargoyles, while English
medieval buildings might display more restrained or stylized versions. This geographical diversity enriches
the study of gargoyles as cultural artifacts.

Preservation Challenges and Modern Interpretations

Preserving holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings poses significant challenges. Exposure to acid rain,
pollution, and natural weathering gradually deteriorates these stone sculptures, sometimes leading to loss of
intricate details or structural instability. Conservation efforts require specialized knowledge to balance
restoration with maintaining historical authenticity.

In modern times, gargoyles have transcended their architectural origins to become popular motifs in art,
literature, and popular culture. Their “holy terror” aesthetic appeals to Gothic revivalists, fantasy
enthusiasts, and even urban designers, who incorporate gargoyle-inspired elements into contemporary
structures. This ongoing reinterpretation underscores the enduring fascination with these medieval stone
sentinels.

The Pros and Cons of Gargoyle Integration in Contemporary Architecture

Pros: Gargoyles add historical depth and visual interest to buildings, serve as conversation starters,
and can improve drainage systems when designed properly.

Cons: Their complex shapes can be costly to produce and maintain; improper materials may lead to
faster deterioration; and misplaced use can result in stylistic incongruities.

Understanding these factors is essential for architects and preservationists considering the inclusion of
gargoyle motifs in modern structures.



Exploring holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings reveals a layered narrative of function, faith, and
folklore carved in stone. These figures remain powerful symbols of the medieval imagination, bridging the
material and the mystical in architectural form. Their presence continues to challenge and inspire, inviting
observers to ponder the intersection of art, utility, and spirituality across centuries.

Holy Terrors Gargoyles On Medieval Buildings

  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Holy Terrors Janetta Rebold Benton, 1997 A
fresh and irresistible history of gargoyles-a society of stone creatures perched high above the
workaday world. Includes an invaluable guide to gargoyle sites throughout western Europe.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Holy Terrors Janetta Rebold Benton, 1997
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Medieval Religion and its Anxieties Thomas A.
Fudgé, 2016-10-20 This book examines the broad varieties of religious belief, religious practices,
and the influence of religion within medieval society. Religion in the Middle Ages was not
monolithic. Medieval religion and the Latin Church are not synonymous. While theology and liturgy
are important, an examination of animal trials, gargoyles, last judgments, various aspects of the
medieval underworld, and the quest for salvation illuminate lesser known dimensions of religion in
the Middle Ages. Several themes run throughout the book including visual culture, heresy and
heretics, law and legal procedure, along with sexuality and an awareness of mentalities and
anxieties. Although an expanse of 800 years has passed, the remains of those other Middle Ages can
be seen today, forcing us to reassess our evaluations of this alluring and often overlooked past.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Gargoyles, Grotesques & Green Men Gary
R. Varner, 2007-04-10 The symbols and strange images that we find in our cemeteries, religious
structures, banks and in our parks are the same symbols that have been part of the framework of the
human psyche for thousands of years. While contemporary man may think that they are simply
decorative manifestations of a by-gone era, they represent the fears, dreams, ideas, beliefs and
struggles that humankind has endured since we began to walk upright. This book surveys many of
these icons and will give a meaning for them both in the context of ancient history and folklore as
well as a meaning that is suitable for our contemporary times. Illustrated with dozens of
photographs, this book will be of interest to anyone interested in historic preservation, ancient
symbolism, the Green Man and the universal application of imagery. Gary R. Varner has written
numerous books on ancient traditions, folklore, the environment and contemporary issues. He is a
member of the American Folklore Society and the Foundation for Mythological Studies.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Artifacts from Medieval Europe James B.
Tschen-Emmons, 2015-02-10 Using artifacts as primary sources, this book enables students to
comprehensively assess and analyze historic evidence in the context of the medieval period. This
new addition to the Daily Life through Artifacts series provides not only the full benefit of a
reference work with its comprehensive explanations and primary sources, but also supplies images
of the objects, bringing a particular aspect of the medieval world to life. Each entry in Artifacts from
Medieval Europe explains and expands upon the cultural significance of the artifact depicted.
Artifacts are divided into such thematic categories as domestic life, religion, and transportation.
Considered collectively, the various artifacts provide a composite look at daily life in the Middle
Ages. Unlike medieval history encyclopedias that feature brief reference entries, this book uses
artifacts to examine major aspects of daily life. Each artifact entry features an introduction, a
description, an examination of its contextual significance, and a list of further resources. This
approach trains students how to best analyze primary sources. General readers with an interest in
history will also benefit from this approach to learning that enables a more complete appreciation of
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past events and circumstances.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Gargoyles Susan Pesznecker, 2007-01-22
Gargoyles takes you on a journey into a mysterious world, through bestiaries and traveling
menageries, past grotesques and chimeras, through medieval cities and guilds and into huge stone
buildings. Gargoyles are an embodiment of form and function—serving a clear architectural purpose
but, also, symbolically important. Whether warding off evil, frightening away fear or showcasing
human foibles, when a gargoyle was placed on a building, people noticed. The book delves into
historic models of arcane craftsmanship and architecture, considering the reasons for gargoyles
coming into being and hearing the legends of the gargoyle, both mythic and modern. It, also, covers
the emergence of stone creatures into popular culture. For modern magick users, Gargoyles
explores the role of the gargoyle in magickal practice, including gargoyle use in elemental
correspondences, stone magick, protection, warding, egregores, talismans, animal associations,
ritual and spell work.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: The Gargoyle Andrew Davidson, 2009-06-23
An extraordinary debut novel of love that survives the fires of hell and transcends the boundaries of
time. On a burn ward, a man lies between living and dying, so disfigured that no one from his past
life would even recognize him. His only comfort comes from imagining various inventive ways to end
his misery. Then a woman named Marianne Engel walks into his hospital room, a wild-haired,
schizophrenic sculptress on the lam from the psych ward upstairs, who insists that she knows him –
that she has known him, in fact, for seven hundred years. She remembers vividly when they met, in
another hospital ward at a convent in medieval Germany, when she was a nun and he was a
wounded mercenary left to die. If he has forgotten this, he is not to worry: she will prove it to him.
And so Marianne Engel begins to tell him their story, carving away his disbelief and slowly drawing
him into the orbit and power of a word he'd never uttered: love.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: The Grove Encyclopedia of Medieval Art
and Architecture Colum Hourihane, 2012 This volume offers unparalleled coverage of all aspects
of art and architecture from medieval Western Europe, from the 6th century to the early 16th
century. Drawing upon the expansive scholarship in the celebrated 'Grove Dictionary of Art' and
adding hundreds of new entries, it offers students, researchers and the general public a reliable,
up-to-date, and convenient resource covering this field of major importance in the development of
Western history and international art and architecture.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Medieval and Renaissance Famagusta
Michael J. K. Walsh, Peter W. Edbury, Nicholas S.H. Coureas, 2016-12-05 There was a time seven
centuries ago when Famagusta's wealth and renown could be compared to that of Venice or
Constantinople. The Cathedral of St Nicholas in the main square of Famagusta, serving as the
coronation place for the Crusader Kings of Jerusalem after the fall of Acre in 1291, symbolised both
the sophistication and permanence of the French society that built it. From the port radiated
impressive commercial activity with the major Mediterranean trade centres, generating legendary
wealth, cosmopolitanism, and hedonism, unsurpassed in the Levant. These halcyon days were not to
last, however, and a 15th century observer noted that, following the Genoese occupation of the city,
'a malignant devil has become jealous of Famagusta'. When Venice inherited the city, it
reconstructed the defences and had some success in revitalising the city's economy. But the end for
Venetian Famagusta came in dramatic fashion in 1571, following a year long siege by the Ottomans.
Three centuries of neglect followed which, combined with earthquakes, plague and flooding, left the
city in ruins. The essays collected in this book represent a major contribution to the study of
Medieval and Renaissance Famagusta and its surviving art and architecture and also propose a
series of strategies for preserving the city's heritage in the future. They will be of particular interest
to students and scholars of Gothic, Byzantine and Renaissance art and architecture, and to those of
the Crusades and the Latin East, as well as the Military Orders. After an introductory chapter
surveying the history of Famagusta and its position in the cultural mosaic that is the Eastern
Mediterranean, the opening section provides a series of insights into the history and historiography



of the city. There follow chapters on the churches and their decoration, as well as the military
architecture, while the final section looks at the history of conservation efforts and assesses the
work that now needs to be done.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Sin and Filth in Medieval Culture Martha
Bayless, 2013-07-03 This important new contribution to the history of the body analyzes the role of
filth as the material counterpart of sin in medieval thought. Using a wide range of texts, including
theology, historical documents, and literature from Augustine to Chaucer, the book shows how filth
was regarded as fundamental to an understanding of human history. This theological significance
explains the prominence of filth and dung in all genres of medieval writing: there is more dung in
theology than there is in Chaucer. The author also demonstrates the ways in which the religious
understanding of filth and sin influenced the secular world, from town planning to the execution of
traitors. As part of this investigation the book looks at the symbolic order of the body and the ways
in which the different aspects of the body were assigned moral meanings. The book also lays out the
realities of medieval sanitation, providing the first comprehensive view of real-life attempts to cope
with filth. This book will be essential reading for those interested in medieval religious thought,
literature, amd social history. Filled with a wealth of entertaining examples, it will also appeal to
those who simply want to glimpse the medieval world as it really was.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: The Ashgate Encyclopedia of Literary and
Cinematic Monsters Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock, 2016-04-01 From vampires and demons to ghosts
and zombies, interest in monsters in literature, film, and popular culture has never been stronger.
This concise Encyclopedia provides scholars and students with a comprehensive and authoritative
A-Z of monsters throughout the ages. It is the first major reference book on monsters for the
scholarly market. Over 200 entries written by experts in the field are accompanied by an overview
introduction by the editor. Generic entries such as 'ghost' and 'vampire' are cross-listed with
important specific manifestations of that monster. In addition to monsters appearing in
English-language literature and film, the Encyclopedia also includes significant monsters in Spanish,
French, Italian, German, Russian, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, African and Middle Eastern traditions.
Alphabetically organized, the entries each feature suggestions for further reading. The Ashgate
Encyclopedia of Literary and Cinematic Monsters is an invaluable resource for all students and
scholars and an essential addition to library reference shelves.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Laughter in the Middle Ages and Early
Modern Times Albrecht Classen, 2010-09-22 Despite popular opinions of the ‘dark Middle Ages’ and
a ‘gloomy early modern age,’ many people laughed, smiled, giggled, chuckled, entertained and
ridiculed each other. This volume demonstrates how important laughter had been at times and how
diverse the situations proved to be in which people laughed, and this from late antiquity to the
eighteenth century. The contributions examine a wide gamut of significant cases of laughter in
literary texts, historical documents, and art works where laughter determined the relationship
among people. In fact, laughter emerges as a kaleidoscopic phenomenon reflecting divine joy, bitter
hatred and contempt, satirical perspectives and parodic intentions. In some examples protagonists
laughed out of sheer happiness and delight, in others because they felt anxiety and insecurity. It is
much more difficult to detect premodern sculptures of laughing figures, but they also existed.
Laughter reflected a variety of concerns, interests, and intentions, and the collective approach in
this volume to laughter in the past opens many new windows to the history of mentality, social and
religious conditions, gender relationships, and power structures.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame Michael
Camille, 2024-05-31 Most of the seven million people who visit the cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris
each year probably do not realize that the legendary gargoyles adorning this medieval masterpiece
were not constructed until the nineteenth century. The first comprehensive history of these
world-famous monsters, The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame argues that they transformed the iconic
thirteenth-century cathedral into a modern monument. Michael Camille begins his long-awaited
study by recounting architect Eugène Viollet-le-Duc's ambitious restoration of the structure from



1843 to 1864, when the gargoyles were designed, sculpted by the little-known Victor Pyanet, and
installed. These gargoyles, Camille contends, were not mere avatars of the Middle Ages, but rather
fresh creations—symbolizing an imagined past—whose modernity lay precisely in their nostalgia. He
goes on to map the critical reception and many-layered afterlives of these chimeras, notably in the
works of such artists and writers as Charles Méryon, Victor Hugo, and photographer Henri Le Secq.
Tracing their eventual evolution into icons of high kitsch, Camille ultimately locates the gargoyles'
place in the twentieth-century imagination, exploring interpretations by everyone from Winslow
Homer to the Walt Disney Company. Lavishly illustrated with more than three hundred images of its
monumental yet whimsical subjects, The Gargoyles of Notre-Dame is a must-read for historians of
art and architecture and anyone whose imagination has been sparked by the lovable monsters
gazing out over Paris from one of the world's most renowned vantage points.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: New Directions in 21st-Century Gothic Lorna
Piatti-Farnell, Donna Lee Brien, 2015-04-24 This book brings together a carefully selected range of
contemporary disciplinary approaches to new areas of Gothic inquiry. Moving beyond the
representational and historically based aspects of literature and film that have dominated Gothic
studies, this volume both acknowledges the contemporary diversification of Gothic scholarship and
maps its changing and mutating incarnations. Drawing strength from their fascinating diversity, and
points of correlation, the varied perspectives and subject areas cohere around a number of core
themes — of re-evaluation, discovery, and convergence — to reveal emerging trends and new
directions in Gothic scholarship. Visiting fascinating areas including the Gothic and digital realities,
uncanny food experiences, representations of death and the public media, Gothic creatures and their
popular legacies, new approaches to contemporary Gothic literature, and re-evaluations of the
Gothic mode through regional narratives, essays reveal many patterns and intersecting approaches,
forcefully testifying to the multifaceted, although lucidly coherent, nature of Gothic studies in the
21st Century. The multiple disciplines represented — from digital inquiry to food studies, from fine
art to dramaturgy — engage with the Gothic in order to offer new definitions and methodological
approaches to Gothic scholarship. The interdisciplinary, transnational focus of this volume provides
exciting new insights into, and expanded and revitalised definitions of, the Gothic and its related
fields.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: All Things Medieval Ruth A. Johnston,
2011-08-15 This insightful survey of the things of medieval Europe allows modern readers to
understand what they looked like, what they were made of, how they were created, and how they
were used. All Things Medieval: An Encyclopedia of the Medieval World covers the widest definition
of medieval Europe possible, not by covering history in the traditional, textbook manner of listing
wars, leaders, and significant historic events, but by presenting detailed alphabetical entries that
describe the artifacts of medieval Europe. By examining the hidden material culture and by
presenting information about topics that few books cover—pottery, locks and keys, shoes, weaving
looms, barrels, toys, pets, ink, kitchen utensils, and much more—readers get invaluable insights into
the nature of life during that time period and area. The heartland European regions such as
England, France, Italy, and Germany are covered extensively, and information regarding the objects
of regions such as Byzantium, Muslim Spain, and Scandinavia are also included. For each topic of
material culture, the entry considers the full scope of the medieval period—roughly 500–1450—to
give the reader a historical perspective of related traditions or inventions and describes the
craftsmen and tools that produced it.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: The Architect as Magician Albert C. Smith,
Kendra Schank Smith, 2020-05-07 The Architect as Magician explores the connection between
magic and architecture. There is a belief that a greater understanding of the meaning of magic
provides insights about architecture and architects’ design processes. Architects influence the
effects of nature through the making of their buildings. In an analogous condition, magicians
perform rituals in an attempt to influence the forces of nature. This book argues that architects
could gain much by incorporating ideas from magic into their design process. The book



demonstrates through historical and current examples the important influence magic has had on the
practice of architecture. The authors explain how magic helps us to understand the way we infuse
architecture with meaning and how magic affects and inspires architectural creation. Aimed at
architects, students, scholars and researchers, The Architect as Magician helps readers discover the
ambiguous and spiritual elements in their design process.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Encyclopedia of Humor Studies Salvatore
Attardo, 2014-02-25 The Encyclopedia of Humor: A Social History explores the concept of humor in
history and modern society in the United States and internationally. This work’s scope encompasses
the humor of children, adults, and even nonhuman primates throughout the ages, from crude jokes
and simple slapstick to sophisticated word play and ironic parody and satire. As an academic social
history, it includes the perspectives of a wide range of disciplines, including sociology, child
development, social psychology, life style history, communication, and entertainment media.
Readers will develop an understanding of the importance of humor as it has developed globally
throughout history and appreciate its effects on child and adult development, especially in the areas
of health, creativity, social development, and imagination. This two-volume set is available in both
print and electronic formats. Features & Benefits: The General Editor also serves as Editor-in-Chief
of HUMOR: International Journal of Humor Research for The International Society for Humor
Studies. The book’s 335 articles are organized in A-to-Z fashion in two volumes (approximately 1,000
pages). This work is enhanced by an introduction by the General Editor, a Foreword, a list of the
articles and contributors, and a Reader’s Guide that groups related entries thematically. A
Chronology of Humor, a Resource Guide, and a detailed Index are included. Each entry concludes
with References/Further Readings and cross references to related entries. The Index, Reader’s
Guide themes, and cross references between and among related entries combine to provide robust
search-and-browse features in the electronic version. This two-volume, A-to-Z set provides a general,
non-technical resource for students and researchers in such diverse fields as communication and
media studies, sociology and anthropology, social and cognitive psychology, history, literature and
linguistics, and popular culture and folklore.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: On Farting V. Allen, 2010-05-24 This book
presents waste as an aesthetic category that introduces an arsy-versy world where detritus is
precious. This aesthetic is applied in the second part to etymology, poking through the 'paternal
dungheaps' of words, and tracing their origins not to Eden but to Babel, puns, and word play.
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Medieval Folklore Carl R. Lindahl, John
McNamara, John Lindow, 2000 Over a decade in the making, Medieval Folklore is your A-Z guide to
the mundane and supernatural lore of the Middle Ages. Definitive and lively articles focus on the
great myths and legends of the age; daily and nightly customs and activities; religious beliefs of
pagan, Christian, Muslim, and Jew; key works of oral and written literature; traditional music and
art; holidays and feasts; food and drink; and plants and animals (real and mythic).
  holy terrors gargoyles on medieval buildings: Against the Friars Tim Rayborn, 2014-10-23
The friars represented a remarkable innovation in medieval religious life. Founded in the early 13th
century, the Franciscans and Dominicans seemed a perfect solution to the Church's troubles in
confronting rapid changes in society. They attracted enthusiastic support, especially from the
papacy, to which they answered directly. In their first 200 years, membership grew at an astonishing
rate, and they became counsellors to princes and kings, receiving an endless stream of donations
and gifts. Yet there were those who believed the adulation was misguided or even dangerous, and
who saw in the friars' actions only hypocrisy, deceit, greed and even signs of the end of the world.
From the mid-13th century, writings appeared denouncing and mocking the friars and calling for
their abolition. Their French and English opponents were among the most vocal. From harsh
theological criticism and outrage at the Inquisition to vulgar tales and bathroom humor, this
thoroughly documented work is suitable for the newcomer, as well as for readers who are familiar
with the subject but might like to investigate specific topics in more detail.
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