
freda adler sisters in crime
Freda Adler Sisters in Crime: Exploring the Legacy and Impact of a Pioneering
Criminologist

freda adler sisters in crime is a phrase that resonates deeply within the
field of criminology, especially when discussing the groundbreaking work of
one of the discipline’s most influential figures. Freda Adler, a renowned
criminologist, is often linked to the concept of "sisters in crime" through
her pioneering research on female criminality and her transformative theories
that challenged traditional views about gender and crime. If you’ve ever
wondered how women’s roles in criminal behavior have been understood and
redefined over the decades, Adler’s work provides an essential lens into
these dynamics.

In this article, we’ll delve into Freda Adler’s contributions, explore her
famous “Sisters in Crime” theory, and discuss how her ideas continue to shape
contemporary criminology. Along the way, we’ll unpack related concepts like
feminist criminology, gendered pathways to crime, and the social factors
influencing female offenders.

The Origins of Freda Adler’s “Sisters in Crime”
Theory

Freda Adler’s “Sisters in Crime” theory emerged in the 1970s as a response to
the prevailing assumptions about criminal behavior, which largely focused on
men and often excluded female offenders from meaningful analysis. Adler
argued that women’s involvement in crime was increasing and that this shift
was tied to broader social changes, particularly the feminist movement and
the quest for gender equality.

Her work emphasized that as women gained more opportunities and experienced
shifts in their social roles, their patterns of offending began to resemble
those of men more closely. This was a revolutionary idea at the time,
breaking away from the stereotype that women were inherently less criminal or
only involved in minor offenses.

Understanding the “Sisters in Crime” Concept

The phrase “sisters in crime” metaphorically captures the idea that women are
becoming more visible in criminal activities, not as isolated exceptions but
as a significant demographic. Adler suggested that the rise in female crime
rates could be linked to:

- Increased participation of women in the workforce and public life



- Changes in family structures and social expectations
- Greater exposure to environments traditionally dominated by men, including
crime-prone settings

By highlighting these factors, Freda Adler brought attention to the social
context behind female criminality, urging criminologists to move beyond
simplistic gender stereotypes.

Freda Adler’s Impact on Feminist Criminology

Before Adler’s contributions, criminological theories often ignored or
marginalized women, treating them as anomalies or focusing solely on
biological explanations for female crime. Her work helped ignite the feminist
criminology movement, which seeks to understand crime through the lens of
gender inequality and social justice.

Feminist criminology owes much to Adler’s insistence that societal changes,
such as women’s liberation and shifting gender roles, must be integrated into
crime analysis. She challenged the androcentric bias in criminology,
advocating for research that considers women’s unique experiences and the
structural factors influencing their behavior.

Key Themes in Feminist Criminology Inspired by Adler

- **Gendered pathways to crime:** Recognizing that women’s routes into
criminal behavior often differ from men’s due to different life experiences,
such as victimization or economic marginalization.
- **Intersectionality:** Considering how race, class, and gender intersect to
affect women’s involvement in crime.
- **Critique of traditional theories:** Questioning assumptions that male-
based theories of crime can be universally applied to women.

Exploring Female Criminality Through Freda
Adler’s Lens

One of the most valuable aspects of Freda Adler’s “Sisters in Crime”
perspective is how it encourages a deeper exploration of why and how women
engage in criminal acts. Rather than viewing female offenders as mere
outliers, Adler’s framework invites us to analyze the social, economic, and
cultural pressures that shape their behaviors.



Social Factors Influencing Female Crime

Several social influences play a role in shaping female criminality, many of
which are highlighted in Adler’s work and subsequent research:

Economic necessity: Poverty and limited job opportunities can push women
toward crimes like theft or drug trafficking.

Family dynamics: Experiences of abuse, neglect, or unstable family
environments can increase vulnerability to offending.

Substance abuse: Addiction often correlates with criminal behavior and
can affect women differently than men.

Peer influence: Relationships with criminal partners or social circles
can facilitate involvement in illegal activities.

By acknowledging these factors, researchers and policymakers can develop more
targeted interventions that address the root causes of female offending
rather than just the symptoms.

Modern Applications of Freda Adler’s Theory

Fast forward to today, and the insights from Freda Adler’s “Sisters in Crime”
theory remain incredibly relevant. Contemporary criminologists continue to
build on her foundation, using it to inform everything from criminal justice
policies to rehabilitation programs for female offenders.

Gender-Responsive Approaches in Criminal Justice

Recognizing that women’s experiences with crime and punishment differ from
men’s, many criminal justice systems have adopted gender-responsive
strategies. These approaches include:

- Trauma-informed care recognizing the high rates of victimization among
female offenders
- Programs addressing parenting needs and family reunification
- Vocational training tailored to women’s needs and social reintegration

These strategies are reflective of the understanding that effective
interventions must consider the unique pathways and challenges women face, a
concept first popularized by Adler’s work.



Influence on Crime Prevention and Research

Adler’s emphasis on social context encourages a preventative stance in
criminology. By addressing social inequality, promoting education, and
supporting women’s empowerment, societies can reduce the likelihood of female
criminality. Additionally, her research spurs ongoing studies into gender
differences in offending patterns, mental health issues among offenders, and
the role of culture in shaping crime.

Why Freda Adler’s Contributions Still Matter

In a field that often leans heavily on traditional theories developed through
male-centric perspectives, Freda Adler’s “Sisters in Crime” theory represents
a critical pivot toward inclusivity and deeper understanding. Her work opened
the door for scholars and practitioners to view female crime through a more
nuanced and socially aware lens.

By blending sociological insights with feminist theory, Adler challenged us
to rethink how gender shapes criminal behavior. This shift not only advanced
academic knowledge but also paved the way for more humane and effective
criminal justice policies.

Anyone interested in criminology, gender studies, or social justice will find
immense value in exploring Freda Adler’s legacy. Her work reminds us that
crime is not merely a matter of individual pathology but a complex social
phenomenon intertwined with issues of power, opportunity, and identity.

As society continues to evolve, revisiting and building upon the foundations
laid by pioneering thinkers like Freda Adler ensures that our understanding
of crime remains dynamic, inclusive, and reflective of real-world
complexities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Freda Adler in the context of criminology?
Freda Adler is a renowned criminologist known for her work on female
offenders and the sociology of crime.

What is the significance of Freda Adler's theory on
female criminality?
Freda Adler proposed the 'Sisters in Crime' theory, which argues that women's
crime rates have increased due to social changes such as feminism and greater
gender equality.



What does the term 'Sisters in Crime' refer to in
Freda Adler's work?
In Freda Adler's work, 'Sisters in Crime' refers to the idea that women are
becoming more involved in criminal activities, challenging traditional views
of female criminality.

When was Freda Adler's 'Sisters in Crime' theory
introduced?
Freda Adler introduced the 'Sisters in Crime' theory in the late 1970s and
early 1980s, highlighting changes in female offending patterns.

How did Freda Adler's 'Sisters in Crime' theory
impact criminology?
The theory shifted criminological perspectives by emphasizing the role of
social and cultural changes in increasing female crime rates, prompting
further research on women offenders.

What social factors did Freda Adler link to the rise
in female crime rates?
Freda Adler linked factors such as women's liberation, increased workforce
participation, and changing gender roles to the rise in female crime rates.

Is Freda Adler's 'Sisters in Crime' theory widely
accepted today?
While influential, Adler's theory has faced criticism and debate, with some
researchers arguing that increases in female crime are influenced by multiple
complex factors.

What crimes are commonly associated with the
'Sisters in Crime' phenomenon?
The 'Sisters in Crime' phenomenon often refers to an increase in violent
crimes, drug offenses, and property crimes committed by women.

Has Freda Adler written any books on the topic of
women and crime?
Yes, Freda Adler has authored several works on criminology, including
discussions on female offenders and the changing patterns of women in crime.



Where can one find more information about Freda
Adler's 'Sisters in Crime'?
More information can be found in academic journals on criminology, books
authored by Freda Adler, and university course materials on gender and crime.

Additional Resources
**Freda Adler Sisters in Crime: Exploring the Intersection of Feminism and
Criminology**

freda adler sisters in crime represents a pivotal concept in criminology,
where feminist perspectives intersect with the study of crime and criminal
behavior. Freda Adler, a prominent criminologist, significantly contributed
to reshaping how gender dynamics are understood within criminal contexts. Her
work, particularly the theory often referred to as the "Sisters in Crime"
thesis, challenges traditional views that criminality is predominantly a male
phenomenon and highlights the evolving roles and involvement of women in
crime.

This article delves into Freda Adler’s contributions, the implications of the
"Sisters in Crime" theory, and how it has influenced contemporary
criminological research. By investigating gender-specific pathways to crime
and the broader social context, we gain a nuanced understanding of female
criminality, which remains a critical yet sometimes underexplored area within
criminology.

Freda Adler and the Emergence of the Sisters in
Crime Theory

Freda Adler’s academic career in the late 20th century coincided with the
rise of feminist movements and increased scrutiny of gender biases across
various disciplines. In criminology, Adler’s 1975 seminal work, *“Sisters in
Crime: The Rise of the New Female Criminal,”* marked a turning point. She
argued that social changes, such as women’s liberation and increased economic
opportunities, were linked to rising rates of female criminality.

Adler posited that as women gained greater equality and access to
traditionally male-dominated spheres, their participation in crime would
mirror these societal shifts. This hypothesis contrasted sharply with
previous criminological theories that largely dismissed or minimized female
offenders. Her theory suggested that women were no longer confined to victim
roles or passive identities but were increasingly active agents in criminal
enterprises.



Historical Context and Critique of Traditional Views

Before Adler’s intervention, criminology often portrayed female criminals as
anomalies or products of pathological circumstances. The dominant frameworks
emphasized biology, psychology, or moral failings but rarely accounted for
structural and social influences. Women offenders were frequently seen as
less dangerous or less involved in serious crime compared to men, a
perception that skewed research and policy.

Adler challenged these stereotypes by situating female criminality within
broader sociological trends. She highlighted how women’s changing social
status, workforce participation, and greater independence could lead to
increased involvement in both conventional and unconventional criminal
activities. This perspective opened new avenues for studying female offenders
without reducing them to simplistic or gendered caricatures.

Key Features of the Sisters in Crime Thesis

At the core of Freda Adler’s "Sisters in Crime" thesis lies several critical
propositions that continue to influence feminist criminology and gender
studies:

Social Liberation and Crime: Adler linked the rise in female criminality
to the women’s liberation movement, suggesting that as women gained
freedoms, they also encountered new opportunities and motivations to
commit crimes.

Parity in Crime Types: She predicted that women would increasingly
participate in crimes traditionally dominated by men, including white-
collar crimes, drug trafficking, and violent offenses.

Changing Gender Roles: The theory underscored the impact of shifting
gender expectations, where women’s roles expanded beyond domestic
spheres, enabling broader social interactions that could facilitate
criminal behavior.

This outlook shifted the research focus from a pathological or exceptional
view of female offenders to one emphasizing structural and cultural
conditions that influence criminal opportunities.

Comparisons with Other Feminist Criminological
Perspectives



While Adler’s thesis was groundbreaking, it sparked debates within feminist
criminology. Some scholars argued that the "Sisters in Crime" approach
overemphasized convergence with male criminal patterns, potentially ignoring
unique female experiences and motivations. Alternatively, critics from
radical feminist perspectives contended that crime is deeply gendered and
rooted in patriarchal oppression, which Adler’s theory insufficiently
addressed.

In contrast, other frameworks prioritize the intersectionality of gender,
race, class, and power relations to explain female criminality. For instance,
power-control theory and feminist pathways perspectives view women’s crime
through the lens of control, victimization, and social marginalization rather
than liberation alone.

Implications for Criminal Justice Policy and
Practice

Freda Adler’s insights have practical ramifications for law enforcement,
judicial systems, and rehabilitation programs. Recognizing the increasing
visibility and diversity of female offenders necessitates tailored responses
that consider gender-specific needs and circumstances.

Gender-Responsive Approaches

Criminal justice policies influenced by feminist criminology advocate for
gender-responsive strategies, addressing issues such as:

Trauma-Informed Care: Many female offenders have histories of abuse,
requiring specialized support in correctional facilities.

Alternative Sentencing: Programs focusing on rehabilitation and
community reintegration can be more effective for women, who often hold
caregiving responsibilities.

Addressing Socioeconomic Factors: Poverty, education, and employment
opportunities are critical components influencing women’s pathways into
crime.

These approaches aim to reduce recidivism by understanding the unique social
contexts surrounding female criminality.



Challenges and Limitations

Despite advancements, challenges remain in fully integrating gender
perspectives into criminology and criminal justice. Data on female offenders
is often limited or less detailed, and systemic biases persist. Moreover, as
the "Sisters in Crime" thesis suggests increased female criminality, there is
a risk of reinforcing stereotypes or moral panic without nuanced analysis.

Continued research is necessary to balance recognizing women’s agency in
crime with addressing underlying social inequalities that contribute to
offending behavior.

Freda Adler Sisters in Crime: Legacy and
Contemporary Relevance

Decades after its publication, Freda Adler’s "Sisters in Crime" continues to
influence both academic discourse and practical interventions. The theory’s
emphasis on social change as a driver of female criminality resonates with
current trends, such as the growing visibility of women in cybercrime,
organized crime, and financial offenses.

Moreover, in an era where gender fluidity and diverse identities complicate
traditional gender categories, Adler’s work invites ongoing reflection on how
criminology adapts to evolving social realities. Her pioneering role in
foregrounding women in crime studies has paved the way for more inclusive,
intersectional, and dynamic explorations of criminal behavior.

In sum, the term "freda adler sisters in crime" encapsulates a transformative
moment in criminology that challenges preconceptions, enriches understanding,
and continues to shape efforts toward equitable justice systems sensitive to
gender complexities.

Freda Adler Sisters In Crime

  freda adler sisters in crime: Sisters in Crime Freda Adler, Herbert Marcus Adler, 1975
  freda adler sisters in crime: Sisters in Crime Revisited Francis T. Cullen, Pamela Wilcox,
Jennifer L. Lux, Cheryl Lero Jonson, 2015 Distinctive Features * Surveys the pivotal works of leading
scholars in the field of criminology, from the earliest female criminologists to contemporary
scholars, providing a thorough examination of women and crime from the past to the present * Pays
homage to Freda Adler, whose scholarly and balanced research on female criminals lays the
foundation for the discussion of the history and development of female offending * Navigates
through such important criminological questions as: Why do women offend? How do their paths into
crime differ from men's? Why is there a gap in crime rates between men and women? * Examines
how conceptions of masculinity, often embedded in male peer groups, result in crime and in the
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victimization of women * Addresses how female offenders interact with and are processed by the
legal system, covering the complicated relationship between gender and justice
  freda adler sisters in crime: New Directions in Criminological Theory Freda Adler,
William S. Laufer, 1993 Titles: v.3 Facts, frameworks, and forecasts ; v.4 New directions in
criminological theory.
  freda adler sisters in crime: Criminology Eamonn Carrabine, Pamela Cox, Pete Fussey, Dick
Hobbs, Nigel South, Darren Thiel, Jackie Turton, 2014-03-21 Building on the success of the second
edition, Criminology: A Sociological Introduction offers a comprehensive overview of the study of
criminology, from early theoretical perspectives to pressing contemporary issues such as the
globalization of crime, crimes against the environment and state crime. Authored by an
internationally renowned and experienced group of authors in the Sociology department at Essex
University, this is a truly international criminology text that delves into areas that other texts may
only reference. This new edition will have increased coverage of psychosocial theory, as well as
more consideration of the social, political and economic contexts of crime in the post-financial-crisis
world. Focusing on emerging areas in global criminology, such as green crime, state crime and
cyber crime, this book is essential reading for criminology students looking to expand their
understanding of crime and the world in which they live.
  freda adler sisters in crime: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Criminal Psychology Robert D.
Morgan, 2019-04-25 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Criminal Psychology will be a modern,
interdisciplinary resource aimed at students and professionals interested in the intersection of
psychology (e.g., social, forensic, clinical), criminal justice, sociology, and criminology. The
interdisciplinary study of human behavior in legal contexts includes numerous topics on criminal
behavior, criminal justice policies and legal process, crime detection and prevention, eyewitness
identification, prison life, offender assessment and rehabilitation, risk assessment and management,
offender mental health, community reintegration, and juvenile offending. The study of these topics
has been increasing continually since the late 1800s, with people trained in many legal professions
such as policing, social work, law, academia, mental health, and corrections. This will be a
comprehensive work that will provide the most current empirical information on those topics of
greatest concern to students who desire to work in these fields. This encyclopedia is a unique
reference work that looks at criminal behavior primarily through a scientific lens. With over 500
entries the book brings together top empirically driven researchers and clinicians across multiple
fields—psychology, criminology, social work, and sociology—to explore the field.
  freda adler sisters in crime: The Contributions of Specialized Institutes and
Non-Governmental Organizations to the United Nations Criminal Justice Program M. Cherif
Bassiouni, 2023-08-28 The increase of crime at the national, transnational, and international levels
has heightened concern in the international community and generated greater interest in
international criminal justice policy. Since the 1950s, the United Nations has been developing the
Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme, which was designed to respond to these
concerns. But United Nations resources and support for the programme have been limited,
notwithstanding the services and contributions of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch.
As the United Nations celebrates its Fiftieth Anniversary, it is fitting to have a book that describes
the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme. The information it contains
highlights the significant contributions of a number of organizations, whose work may not be
sufficiently known outside the circles of scholars, experts, and professionals in the field of
international criminal justice. The book is thus also a deserving tribute to these organizations, giving
greater publicity to what they have contributed over the years with scant United Nations
recognition. Without these organizations and the active NGOs, the United Nations would hardly have
leave to claim part of what is now an important, though still insufficient, contribution to
international criminal justice.
  freda adler sisters in crime: Introduction to Criminology Frank E. Hagan, Leah E. Daigle,
2019-01-02 This is one of the best texts I have seen in a while...It makes the world of criminology



less daunting and more relevant. —Allyson S. Maida, St. John’s University Introduction to
Criminology, Tenth Edition, is a comprehensive introduction to the study of criminology, focusing on
the vital core areas of the field—theory, method, and criminal behavior. With more attention to crime
typologies than most introductory texts, Hagan and Daigle investigate all forms of criminal activity,
such as organized crime, white collar crime, political crime, and environmental crime. The methods
of operation, the effects on society and policy decisions, and the connection between theory and
criminal behavior are all explained in a clear, accessible manner. A Complete Teaching & Learning
Package
  freda adler sisters in crime: Federal Probation , 1988
  freda adler sisters in crime: Criminology: Theory, Research, and Policy Gennaro Vito,
Jeffrey Maahs, 2011-09-29 Criminology: Theory, Research, and Policy, Third Edition uses an
interdisciplinary approach to examine and explain how and why crime occurs. Comprehensive
coverage of a variety of crimes and leading criminological theories is provided and supported by
new, relevant case studies. By making the connection between theory, research, and policy, this
revised and updated Third Edition demonstrates the relevancy of criminological theory in the public
attempt to control crime while providing justice. The emphasis on these three elements with
pertinent discussions and examples is what sets this text apart from other criminology titles. New
Material added the revised and updated Third Edition: * New Cybercrime chapter provides
cutting-edge information on the illegal use of computers and the internet * New Chapter dedicated
to Terrorism * Includes discussion of elder abuse/crimes and human trafficking * Provides new
information on White-collar crime * Updated case-studies to reflect relevant crime typologies
Additional Features: * Theory in Action boxes throughout the text provide notes that relate
theoretical premises to real-world cases and events. * Each chapter contains objectives, key terms,
and a detailed summary of important points. Instructor Resources: * PowerPoint slides * Test Bank *
Instructor Manual with learning objectives
  freda adler sisters in crime: Gender and Crime Karen Heimer, Candace Kruttschnitt, 2006
Resource added for the Criminal Justice - Law Enforcement 105046 and Professional Studies 105045
programs.
  freda adler sisters in crime: MALE CRIME AND DEVIANCE Barri R. Flower, 2003-01-01
MALE CRIME AND DEVIANCE seeks to explore in-depth the types of offenses most identified with
and committed by males, dynamics of male crime, characteristics of male offenders, how male
criminality and delinquency compare with and differ from female delinquent and criminal behavior,
explanations for male crime, and efforts at combating crime in this country. Particular attention is
given to exploring the relationship between male aggression and masculinity, as well as the role that
testosterone and other biological factors play in male crime and violence. The book also focuses on
the correlation between male violence and aggressive behavior and firearms, violence involving
intimates, male sexual violence, bias crimes, workplace violence, terrorism, male perpetrated sexual
offenses, youth gang crime, and school violence. These areas of male criminality and deviance are
examined within the context of all male offending, arrest, self-report, and inmate data, along with
criminological theoretical approaches to understanding the causes and related factors of male
deviant behavior. The book is written primarily for undergraduate and graduate level students for
coursework in criminal justice, criminology, male aggression, violent behavior, homicide, youth
studies, gang studies, delinquency, law, law enforcement, sociology, social science, psychology,
biology, and related areas of study. However, it is appropriate as well for academicians, social
scientists, psychologists, law officers, medical workers, and a general readership with a vested
interest in antisocial behavior and its implications on the greater society.
  freda adler sisters in crime: Encyclopedia of Criminology J. Mitchell Miller, Richard A.
Wright, 2013-12-17 This three-volume work offers a comprehensive review of the pivotal concepts,
measures, theories, and practices that comprise criminology and criminal justice. No longer just a
subtopic of sociology, criminology has become an independent academic field of study that
incorporates scholarship from numerous disciplines including psychology, political science,



behavioral science, law, economics, public health, family studies, social work, and many others. The
three-volume Encyclopedia of Criminology presents the latest research as well as the traditional
topics which reflect the field's multidisciplinary nature in a single, authoritative reference work.
More than 525 alphabetically arranged entries by the leading authorities in the discipline comprise
this definitive, international resource. The pivotal concepts, measures, theories, and practices of the
field are addressed with an emphasis on comparative criminology and criminal justice. While the
primary focus of the work is on American criminology and contemporary criminal justice in the
United States, extensive global coverage of other nations' justice systems is included, and the
increasing international nature of crime is explored thoroughly. Providing the most up-to-date
scholarship in addition to the traditional theories on criminology, the Encyclopedia of Criminology is
the essential one-stop reference for students and scholars alike to explore the broad expanse of this
multidisciplinary field.
  freda adler sisters in crime: Criminology Gennaro F. Vito, Jeffrey R. Maahs, 2015-10-05 The
fourth edition of best-selling Criminology: Theory, Research, and Policy discusses criminal behavior
and explores the factors that contribute to crime as well as the social reactions to crime. The digital
edition of this book is missing some of the images or content found in the physical edition.
  freda adler sisters in crime: Criminology: Theory, Research, and Policy Gennaro F. Vito,
Jeffrey R. Maahs, 2020-02-28 Criminology: Theory, Research, and Policy, Fifth Edition discusses
criminal behavior and explores the factors that contribute to crime as well as the social reactions to
crime.
  freda adler sisters in crime: Women who Offend Gill McIvor, 2004 Presenting research that
will underpin effective practice with women who offend, this unique and thought-provoking text
aims to help professionals meet the needs of this group as well as providing a theoretical resource
for policy makers and academics. The authors, coming from a variety of professional and research
perspectives, discuss important issues concerning women in the criminal justice system, including: *
the increase in custodial sentences for women * black women in prison * patterns of female
offending * drug use and the criminal justice system * the needs of women on release from prison.
Calling into question the relevance to female offenders of research conducted with men who commit
crime, the contributors provide a comprehensive knowledge base on women and crime for
professionals who work in this area. With a broad range of contributions, this book will be helpful to
probation officers, social workers, policy makers and others who work with female offenders.
  freda adler sisters in crime: The Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment Wesley G.
Jennings, George E. Higgins, Mildred M. Maldonado-Molina, David N. Khey, 2016-01-19 The
Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment provides the most comprehensive reference for a vast
number of topics relevant to crime and punishment with a unique focus on the
multi/interdisciplinary and international aspects of these topics and historical perspectives on crime
and punishment around the world. Named as one of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles of 2016
Comprising nearly 300 entries, this invaluable reference resource serves as the most up-to-date and
wide-ranging resource on crime and punishment Offers a global perspective from an international
team of leading scholars, including coverage of the strong and rapidly growing body of work on
criminology in Europe, Asia, and other areas Acknowledges the overlap of criminology and criminal
justice with a number of disciplines such as sociology, psychology, epidemiology, history, economics,
and public health, and law Entry topics are organized around 12 core substantive areas:
international aspects, multi/interdisciplinary aspects, crime types, corrections, policing, law and
justice, research methods, criminological theory, correlates of crime, organizations and institutions
(U.S.), victimology, and special populations Organized, authored and Edited by leading scholars, all
of whom come to the project with exemplary track records and international standing 3 Volumes
www.crimeandpunishmentencyclopedia.com
  freda adler sisters in crime: Losing Legitimacy Gary Lafree, 2018-02-02 In the past fifty years,
street crime rates in America have increased eightfold. These increases were historically patterned,
were often very rapid, and had a disproportionate impact on African Americans. Much of the crime



explosion took place in a space of just ten years beginning in the early 1960s. Common explanations
based on biological impulses, psychological drives, or slow-moving social indicators cannot explain
the speed or timing of these changes or their disproportionate impact on racial minorities. Using
unique data that span half a century, Gary LaFree argues that social institutions are the key to
understanding the U.S. crime wave. Crime increased along with growing political distrust, economic
stress, and family disintegration. These changes were especially pronounced for racial minorities.
American society responded by investing more in criminal justice, education, and welfare
institutions. Stabilization of traditional social institutions and the effects of new institutional
spending account for the modest crime declines of the 1990s.
  freda adler sisters in crime: Social, Ecological and Environmental Theories of Crime JefferyT.
Walker, 2017-07-05 One of the oldest and most extensive forms of criminology falls within what is
referred to, among other names, as social ecology. Beginning with the work of Guerry and Quetelet,
this theory became the dominate paradigm in explaining crime with the work of the Chicago School
in the early 1900s, social disorganization theory, and neighborhood research attempting to deal with
crime in deteriorating cities. Social ecology is also the basis for the research being conducted in
environmental criminology. This volume offers a selection of the most influential works in social
ecology and environmental criminology. It begins with research from human ecology and the
Chicago School, extending through some of the research in social disorganization theory. It
encompasses some of the major journal articles from the 1980s and 1990s in neighborhoods and
crime, and then addresses some of the quintessential works in environmental criminology. It ends
with groundbreaking work in this area that may indicate the future direction of the field. This
valuable collection includes an excellent introduction by Jeff Walker.
  freda adler sisters in crime: Toward a Theory of True Crime Narratives Ian Case Punnett,
2018-02-01 Toward a Theory of True Crime Narratives vivifies how nonfiction murder stories are
told, what role they play in society, and in the form of true crime why they remain enduringly
popular internationally on every platform. This book establishes for the first time the actual line—or
dotted line—between mainstream journalism and the multimedia phenomena of true crime.
Presenting a stable definition of what is—and what is not—true crime will either challenge or justify
Truman Capote’s claims regarding the creation of a new journalism with In Cold Blood, and
accordingly expose the reluctance of the promoters of NPR’s Serial, HBO’s The Jinx, and Netflix’s
Making a Murderer to refer to their products as such. This research codifies true crime texts of
various types on multiple platforms—radio, television, print, digital, and film—to reveal the defining
characteristics of the genre.
  freda adler sisters in crime: Female Serial Killers Peter Vronsky, 2007-08-07 In this
fascinating book, Peter Vronsky exposes and investigates the phenomenon of women who kill—and
the political, economic, social and sexual implications buried with each victim. How many of us are
even remotely prepared to imagine our mothers, daughters, sisters or grandmothers as fiendish
killers? For centuries we have been conditioned to think of serial murderers and psychopathic
predators as men—with women registering low on our paranoia radar. Perhaps that’s why so many
trusting husbands, lovers, family friends, and children have fallen prey to “the female monster.”
From history’s earliest recorded cases of homicidal females to Irma Grese, the Nazi Beast of Belsen,
from Britain’s notorious child-slayer Myra Hindley to ‘Honeymoon Killer’ Martha Beck to the
sensational cult of Aileen Wournos—the first female serial killer-as-celebrity—to cult killers,
homicidal missionaries, and our pop-culture fascination with the sexy femme fatale, Vronsky not only
challenges our ordinary standards of good and evil but also defies our basic accepted perceptions of
gender role and identity. INCLUDES PHOTOGRAPHS
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