
ancient chinese myths and legends
Ancient Chinese Myths and Legends: A Journey into Timeless Tales

ancient chinese myths and legends have long captivated the imaginations of people
around the world. These stories, passed down through generations, weave a rich tapestry
of gods, heroes, mythical creatures, and cosmic events that reveal the values, beliefs, and
cultural fabric of one of the world’s oldest civilizations. Far beyond mere folktales, these
narratives offer insights into ancient Chinese philosophy, spirituality, and societal norms,
making them a fascinating subject for anyone intrigued by mythology or history.

The Origins of Ancient Chinese Myths and
Legends

When exploring ancient Chinese myths and legends, it’s important to understand how
deeply intertwined these stories are with the country’s history and worldview. Unlike
Western myths, which often focus on individual gods or heroes, Chinese mythology tends
to emphasize harmony with nature, the balance of yin and yang, and the cyclical nature of
time. These myths often stem from early agricultural communities trying to make sense of
natural phenomena, human origins, and the cosmos.

Some of the earliest mythological records come from texts like the “Shan Hai Jing”
(Classic of Mountains and Seas) and “Huainanzi,” which compile various legends,
geographic descriptions, and mythical creatures. These works provide a glimpse into how
ancient Chinese people understood their world and the divine forces shaping it.

Key Figures in Ancient Chinese Myths and
Legends

Pangu: The Creator of the World

Among the most iconic figures in ancient Chinese mythology is Pangu, often credited as
the creator of the universe. According to legend, in the beginning, the world was a
formless chaos contained within a cosmic egg. Pangu emerged from this egg, and with his
immense strength, he separated the sky from the earth, shaping the world as we know it.
As he grew, Pangu held the sky and earth apart, preventing them from collapsing. After
his death, his body transformed into various elements of nature—his breath became the
wind, his eyes the sun and moon, and his limbs the mountains and rivers. This myth
beautifully illustrates the ancient Chinese emphasis on the unity between humanity and
the natural world.



Nuwa: The Mother Goddess and Creator of Humanity

Nuwa is another central figure in Chinese mythology, revered as a mother goddess
responsible for creating humans. According to legend, after a great catastrophe shattered
the world, Nuwa repaired the broken sky using five-colored stones and restored order.
She molded humans from yellow earth or mud, breathing life into them, which symbolizes
the intimate connection between humans and the earth. Nuwa’s story not only reflects
creation but also themes of restoration and nurturing, which are important in Chinese
culture.

The Jade Emperor: The Supreme Ruler of Heaven

In many ancient Chinese legends, the Jade Emperor stands as the ruler of Heaven and all
realms below. He is often depicted as a wise and just monarch who governs the pantheon
of gods and maintains cosmic order. Stories involving the Jade Emperor frequently
highlight moral lessons about justice, loyalty, and the consequences of human actions.

Legendary Creatures and Symbols in Chinese
Mythology

Ancient Chinese myths and legends are full of fascinating creatures, each imbued with
symbolic meanings that reflect cultural values and natural phenomena.

Dragons: Symbols of Power and Prosperity

Unlike the fearsome dragons of Western tales, Chinese dragons are benevolent creatures
associated with water, rain, and imperial authority. They symbolize strength, wisdom, and
good fortune. Ancient legends often describe dragons as controllers of weather and rivers,
essential for agriculture and life. The dragon also became a symbol of the emperor,
representing his divine right to rule.

Qilin: The Mythical Good Omen

The Qilin, sometimes called the “Chinese unicorn,” is a fantastical creature believed to
appear during the reign of a wise and benevolent leader. It embodies peace, prosperity,
and kindness. Sightings of a Qilin in myths often heralded important events or the birth of
great sages.



Other Mythical Beasts

- **Phoenix (Fenghuang):** Symbolizing virtue and grace, often paired with the dragon to
represent harmony between male and female forces.
- **Nine-tailed Fox:** A shape-shifting spirit, sometimes benevolent, sometimes
mischievous, representing mystery and transformation.
- **Taoist Immortal Animals:** Like the tortoise and crane, embodying longevity and
wisdom.

Famous Myths and Their Cultural Significance

The Legend of Houyi and Chang’e

One of the most beloved stories in ancient Chinese folklore is the tale of Houyi, the archer,
and his wife Chang’e. According to the myth, ten suns once rose in the sky, scorching the
earth. Houyi shot down nine of them, leaving just one to provide light and warmth. As a
reward, he was given an elixir of immortality. However, his wife Chang’e drank the elixir
to save it from falling into the wrong hands and ascended to the moon. This legend is
central to the Mid-Autumn Festival, celebrated with mooncakes and lanterns, symbolizing
reunion and longing.

The Story of the Monkey King (Sun Wukong)

The Monkey King, Sun Wukong, is a trickster deity who appears in the classic novel
“Journey to the West.” His story is a blend of myth, folklore, and religious allegory. Known
for his incredible strength, magical powers, and rebellious spirit, Sun Wukong embodies
themes of freedom, intelligence, and perseverance. His adventures reflect the journey
toward enlightenment and self-mastery, resonating deeply within Chinese culture and
beyond.

The Tale of the White Snake

This romantic and tragic legend tells the story of a white snake spirit who transforms into
a woman and falls in love with a human man. Their love faces opposition from monks and
magical forces, symbolizing the tension between the supernatural and human worlds. The
story explores themes of love, sacrifice, and the struggle between destiny and free will.

Understanding the Themes and Lessons in



Ancient Chinese Myths

What makes ancient Chinese myths and legends so enduring is their ability to convey
profound philosophical ideas through engaging narratives. Many of these stories
incorporate Confucian, Taoist, and Buddhist principles, offering lessons on morality,
harmony, and the human condition.

Balance and Harmony: The interplay of yin and yang is a recurring motif,
emphasizing the need for balance in all aspects of life.

Respect for Nature: Many myths highlight the sacredness of the natural world and
humanity’s responsibility toward it.

Moral Integrity: Tales often reward virtue and wisdom while cautioning against
arrogance and greed.

Spiritual Growth: Characters frequently undergo transformations that symbolize
personal development and enlightenment.

These themes not only reflect ancient Chinese worldviews but also provide timeless
wisdom relevant in today’s fast-paced and often fragmented world.

How Ancient Chinese Myths Influence Modern
Culture

Even in contemporary times, ancient Chinese myths and legends continue to inspire art,
literature, film, and popular culture globally. From blockbuster movies featuring dragons
and the Monkey King to traditional festivals that celebrate these stories, their influence is
unmistakable.

For example, the Dragon Boat Festival commemorates the patriotic poet Qu Yuan but is
also steeped in mythological significance related to dragons and water spirits. Similarly,
Chinese New Year celebrations include dragon dances and lion dances, directly linked to
mythical creatures believed to ward off evil spirits and bring prosperity.

Modern storytellers often reinterpret these myths, blending old motifs with new narratives
to keep the legends alive and relevant. Understanding these stories can enrich one’s
appreciation of Chinese culture and offer unique perspectives on universal human
experiences.

Exploring ancient Chinese myths and legends is like opening a door to a world where the
supernatural meets the everyday, where gods and humans interact, and where stories are
vessels of deep cultural meaning. Whether you’re drawn to the epic tales of cosmic
creation or the intimate legends of love and sacrifice, these myths continue to offer a



treasure trove of inspiration and insight.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some of the most famous ancient Chinese
myths?
Some of the most famous ancient Chinese myths include the story of Pangu creating the
world, the legend of the Monkey King (Sun Wukong) from Journey to the West, and the
tale of the Cowherd and the Weaver Girl.

Who is Pangu in Chinese mythology?
Pangu is a primordial being in Chinese mythology who is said to have created the world by
separating the sky from the earth. After his death, his body transformed into various
elements of the natural world.

What is the significance of the Monkey King in Chinese
legends?
The Monkey King, Sun Wukong, is a central figure in the classic Chinese novel Journey to
the West. He symbolizes rebellion, intelligence, and bravery, possessing magical powers
and a mischievous personality.

What does the legend of the Cowherd and the Weaver
Girl represent?
The legend of the Cowherd and the Weaver Girl is a romantic myth that explains the origin
of the Qixi Festival. It tells the story of two lovers separated by the Milky Way who can
only meet once a year, highlighting themes of love and longing.

How do ancient Chinese myths reflect cultural values?
Ancient Chinese myths often reflect values such as harmony with nature, filial piety,
loyalty, and the balance between yin and yang. These stories convey moral lessons and
cultural ideals important in Chinese society.

What role do dragons play in Chinese mythology?
In Chinese mythology, dragons are powerful and benevolent creatures symbolizing
strength, good fortune, and control over water and weather. Unlike Western dragons, they
are often seen as protectors and auspicious beings.



Are there mythical creatures unique to ancient Chinese
legends?
Yes, ancient Chinese legends feature unique mythical creatures such as the Qilin, a
symbol of prosperity and serenity, the Fenghuang (Chinese phoenix), representing virtue
and grace, and the Bai Ze, a beast knowledgeable about supernatural creatures.

Additional Resources
Ancient Chinese Myths and Legends: A Journey Into Timeless Narratives

ancient chinese myths and legends form a vast and intricate tapestry of stories that
have shaped Chinese culture, philosophy, and identity for millennia. These narratives,
transmitted through oral tradition and classical texts, offer insight not only into ancient
beliefs and values but also into the socio-political and spiritual frameworks of early
Chinese civilizations. Exploring these myths reveals a world where gods, heroes, and
mystical creatures interact with humanity, reflecting universal themes such as creation,
morality, and the quest for immortality.

The Significance of Ancient Chinese Myths and
Legends

Ancient Chinese myths and legends serve multiple roles beyond mere storytelling. They
function as foundational narratives explaining the origins of the world, natural
phenomena, and customs. In contrast to Western mythologies that often focus on
pantheons of gods with anthropomorphic traits, Chinese myths tend to integrate
cosmology, philosophy, and human ethics more seamlessly. These stories have been
instrumental in shaping Confucian, Taoist, and Buddhist thought, influencing Chinese art,
literature, and ritual practices through centuries.

Moreover, the transmission of myths in China is unique due to the country's long history of
dynastic rule and the evolution of written language. From oracle bone inscriptions to
classical texts like the "Classic of Mountains and Seas" (Shan Hai Jing), myths have been
preserved, adapted, and politicized, reflecting the changing worldview of Chinese society.

Key Themes in Ancient Chinese Mythology

Several recurring motifs emerge in the study of ancient Chinese myths and legends:

Creation and Cosmology: Myths explaining the universe's origin, such as the story
of Pangu, the primordial giant who separated heaven and earth.

Immortality and the Afterlife: Tales featuring immortal beings, elixirs of life, and



spiritual transcendence, reflecting Taoist influences.

Heroic Figures: Legendary rulers and culture heroes like the Yellow Emperor
(Huangdi) and Yu the Great, who established societal order and controlled natural
disasters.

Animals and Mythical Creatures: Dragons, phoenixes, and qilins symbolize power,
virtue, and auspiciousness, integral to both myth and imperial symbolism.

Prominent Ancient Chinese Myths and Their
Cultural Impact

The depth and variety of ancient Chinese myths and legends make it essential to examine
a few prominent stories to understand their enduring appeal and influence.

The Myth of Pangu: Creation and Cosmic Order

One of the most iconic myths is the tale of Pangu, often credited as the creator of the
world. According to legend, in the beginning, the universe was a chaotic egg containing
the primordial being Pangu. After 18,000 years, Pangu awoke and broke the egg,
separating yin and yang, which formed the earth and sky. He then held them apart while
growing continuously until his death, where his body transformed into various natural
elements—his breath became the wind, his eyes the sun and moon.

This myth reveals early Chinese perceptions of the universe as a dynamic balance between
opposing forces and highlights the interconnectedness of humans and nature. The story's
emphasis on harmony and transformation resonates deeply with Taoist philosophy.

The Yellow Emperor: A Legendary Founder of Chinese
Civilization

The Yellow Emperor, Huangdi, is a seminal figure in ancient Chinese legends, often
regarded as the ancestor of the Han Chinese people and a culture hero. His reign, dated to
approximately 2697–2597 BCE in traditional chronology, is associated with numerous
inventions, including writing, medicine, and warfare technologies.

Unlike the purely mythological Pangu, Huangdi's story straddles the boundary between
myth and history, illustrating how ancient Chinese myths and legends often blend factual
accounts with symbolic meaning. The Yellow Emperor’s narrative serves not only as a
source of national identity but also as an archetype of wise governance and innovation.



Nuwa: The Creator Goddess and Restorer of Order

Nuwa is another central figure in Chinese mythology, credited with creating humanity and
repairing the heavens after a catastrophic rupture. Her role in shaping human life and
maintaining cosmic order underscores themes of creation, responsibility, and restoration.

The myth of Nuwa repairing the sky with five-colored stones after a great flood is
emblematic of resilience and renewal. It also parallels flood myths found in other cultures,
highlighting common human concerns about natural disasters and divine intervention.

The Role of Mythical Creatures in Ancient
Chinese Lore

Mythical animals in Chinese culture are not merely fantastical; they embody virtues,
natural forces, and imperial authority.

Dragons (Long): Unlike Western dragons, Chinese dragons symbolize power,
prosperity, and good fortune. They are often associated with water and weather
control.

Phoenix (Fenghuang): Representing rebirth, virtue, and harmony, the phoenix is
linked to the empress and yin energy.

Qilin: A chimerical creature symbolizing peace and benevolence, often appearing
during the reign of a wise ruler.

These creatures are prevalent in myths, imperial iconography, and popular culture,
reflecting the integration of myth into daily life and governance.

The Influence of Taoism and Confucianism on Myth
Interpretation

Ancient Chinese myths and legends have been interpreted through different philosophical
lenses. Taoism, with its emphasis on harmony with nature and immortality, has influenced
stories about transcendence and the supernatural. Confucianism, focusing on social order
and moral conduct, often views myths as allegories that reinforce ethical behavior and
respect for hierarchy.

This duality in interpretation enriches the myths, allowing them to be both spiritual
narratives and moral exemplars. It also explains their adaptability across various periods
and social contexts.



Preservation and Modern Relevance of Ancient
Chinese Myths

The preservation of ancient Chinese myths and legends has been facilitated through
classical literature, folk tales, opera, and visual arts. Texts such as "Fengshen Yanyi"
(Investiture of the Gods) and "Journey to the West" incorporate mythological themes,
influencing contemporary media and literature.

In modern times, these myths continue to inspire filmmakers, writers, and artists
worldwide, contributing to a growing global appreciation for Chinese culture.
Furthermore, they support cultural tourism and education, providing context for historical
sites and traditional festivals.

The resilience of these narratives lies in their ability to adapt to changing values while
retaining core philosophical and cultural elements, ensuring their relevance in both
academic study and popular culture.

Ancient Chinese myths and legends offer more than fantastical tales; they are windows
into the collective psyche of one of the world’s oldest continuous civilizations. Their
exploration not only enriches understanding of China’s past but also provides timeless
reflections on humanity’s relationship with the cosmos, nature, and society.

Ancient Chinese Myths And Legends

  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Myths and Legends Lianshan Chen, 2011-08-25
An illustrated introduction to the stories of deities, heroes and the origins of the universe that
underpin traditional Chinese culture.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: The Chinese Myths Tao Tao Liu, 2022-11-03 This is a
concise and entertaining guide to the complex tradition of Chinese mythology. While many around
the world are familiar with some aspects of Chinese myth through Chinese New Year festivities or
the classic adventures of the Monkey King in Journey to the West few outside of China understand
the richness of Chinese mythology, influenced by Daoism, Buddhism and Confucianism. Offering
much more than any competing overview of Chinese mythology, The Chinese Myths not only retells
the ancient stories but also considers their place within the patterns of Chinese religions, culture
and history. Tao Tao Liu introduces us to an intriguing cast of gods, goddesses, dragons and monks,
including: the ancient hero, Yi the Archer, who shot suns out of the sky to save humanity from a
drought; Guanyin, the Goddess of Mercy and Compassion, to whom there are temples dedicated all
over East Asia; and Madame White Snake, a water snake spirit in the guise of a mysterious widow,
her story adapted into countless films and operas. This book is for anyone interested in China, as
knowing its myths allows readers to understand and appreciate its culture in a new light.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Myths & Legends 陈姗姗, 2009
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Mythology Matt Clayton, 2018-05-16 If you're
looking for a collection of Chinese myths that speaks to all ages and want to get insights into the
Chinese culture without reading a college textbook, then keep reading... Most Americans know
about Greek, Roman and Egyptian mythology. But folk stories from ancient China give different
viewpoints and a deeper understanding of society's roots. It can be challenging for Americans to find
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a comprehensive collection of Chinese myths considering that there are several versions and
translations available. How many of these Americans miss out supernatural Chinese tales that could
educate and excite them...without even realizing? Could you be one of them? You see, most readers
make the same mistakes - they either can't find a good collection of Chinese myths, or they only find
dull textbooks. You may even fall asleep while reading them. But now, you have the opportunity to
go on a remarkable journey that will spark your imagination. Introducing... Chinese Mythology: A
Captivating Guide to Chinese Folklore Including Fairy Tales, Myths, and Legends from Ancient
China. This amazing collection of Chinese myths will allow you to enter the Chinese mind so you can
gather secrets and wisdom from a proud and respected country. And best of all, this new book is
written in an exciting language and has an easy-to-read format that doesn't require you to be a
specialist in order to understand. In this book, you will discover: A Story about Origin of Earth and
Humans A Captivating Tale about the Poor Boy Ma Liang and the Paintbrush Stories about Natural
Disasters Li Tieguai - A Taoist Myth Sun Wukong - The Monkey King The Investiture of the Gods A
Story about Three Kingdoms Modern Mythology And much, much more! So if you want a collection
of powerful Chinese myths that can cause some people to scream for more as oppose to falling
asleep, click the Add to Cart button!
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Illustrated Myths & Legends of China Huang Dehai,
Xiang Jing, Zhang Dinghao, 2020-01-14 Illustrated Myths & Legends of China is a profusely
illustrated collection of 32 carefully chosen tales of Chinese myth and legend. With more than 100
illustrations drawn over two thousand years of all aspects of Chinese art—including painting, pottery
and porcelain, jade, bronzes and tomb decoration—Illustrated Myths & Legends of China is a vividly
written collection of tales of the universe's emergence from chaos, the creation of the world in which
the first Chinese people appeared and a depiction of how the many strands of myth and legend have
influenced Chinese culture. An impressive array of heroic figures and rich storytelling are at the
center of these tales including: Pangu opening heaven to save the earth from chaos. Nuwa creating
man and repairing the vault of heaven. Fuxi fixing the calendar by observing the heavens. Shennong
creating agriculture. Cangjie inventing writing thus creating the basis for Chinese culture.
Fragments of these myths and legends are found in Chinese paintings, wood artifacts, relief
carvings, and lacquer art which are illustrated in this book along with informative text. Anyone
interested in Chinese culture, mythology, history or art will find this collection a must-have volume
for their bookshelf.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Myths & Legends Philip Ardagh, 2006 A
collection of traditional tales from around the world, reflecting the cultures and religions from which
the stories come.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Explore Ancient Chinese Myths! Anita Yasuda,
2017-11-01 Who is the lady who floated to the moon? Did a monkey really hatch from an egg? Did
tears bring down the Great Wall of China? Does the sky rest on the legs of a turtle? In Explore
Ancient Chinese Myths! With 25 Projects, readers ages 7 to 10 soar on a journey through ancient
China to learn about history, geography, science, and art through stories that have been told and
retold for thousands of years. They learn the tales of past heroes and wise kings, brave goddesses
and gods who brought riches, rain, and immortality. Then there are the gods who taught people how
to live by sharing their knowledge of agriculture, writing, music, and math. The myths and legends
told by the ancient Chinese that have survived into modern times showcase the ingenuity and
passion that this culture has applied to problem solving and cultural expression. Through the 25
hands-on projects, kids will have fun and gain a deeper understanding of ancient Chinese myths.
Projects include making mooncakes, writing in Chinese, designing a New Year’s story board game,
and observing the stars. Exploring myths and legends is also a way to discover how ancient China is
still impacting the world today through inventions such as fireworks, silk, paper, and printing. In
addition, kids will be invited to think about how Chinese culture is similar or different from their life
today. By combining social studies and literature with activities, fun facts, jokes, and cartoons,
Explore Ancient Chinese Myths offers the opportunity to discover Ancient China through myths and



legends.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Myths and Legends Anita Ganeri, 2013-10-10
The world's myths are filled with characters, creatures, and stories that have fascinated people for
thousands of years. This set mixes dramatic retellings and non-fiction information to give a full
picture of a culture's myths. This book explores the gods, goddesses, heroes, villains, tricksters, and
quests that make myths and legends so compelling.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Myths & Legends O. B. Duane, N. Hutchinson,
2004 Vividly retells traditional myths and legends of the Chinese people and illustrated by an
intriguing array of paintings and illustrations.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Myths Xueting C. Ni, 2024-01-20 Chinese
myths are rich in symbolism and teach us about an ancient culture that stretches back more than
4000 years. Illustrated with 120 photographs and artworks, Chinese Myths is an accessible,
entertaining and highly informative exploration of the fascinating mythology underlying one of the
world’s oldest and most influential cultures.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Mythology Michael V. Uschan, 2014-05-09
Readers are introduced to the elaborate mythology of ancient China. This book provides detailed
discussion of the mythology's importance to its own culture and the impact it had on subsequent
cultures. The numerous deities worshipped by the ancient Chinese are described and their
importance to different groups and in different regions within the empire are explained. Stories are
retold along with explanation of how they reflect the values and concerns of Chinese culture.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Mythology Christiano Farrezi, Chinese
mythology is a rich and intricate tapestry of stories, legends, and beliefs that have shaped the
cultural and spiritual landscape of China for millennia. These myths not only entertain but also
convey moral lessons, cultural values, and historical narratives that resonate deeply with the
Chinese people. In a society where tradition and heritage are highly esteemed, mythology plays a
vital role in connecting individuals to their past, providing a framework for understanding their
identity and place in the world. The role of mythology in Chinese culture extends beyond mere
storytelling; it serves as a lens through which people view the cosmos, nature, and humanity's place
within it. Myths explain natural phenomena, the creation of the world, and the origins of important
cultural practices, creating a sense of continuity and belonging across generations. Characters such
as the Dragon, a symbol of power and auspiciousness, and the Jade Emperor, a central deity in
Taoist cosmology, exemplify the deep-rooted connections between mythology and cultural identity.
These figures embody qualities that the Chinese people aspire to, reinforcing ideals of strength,
wisdom, and harmony.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Myths & Legends , 2024-10-15 With a new
introduction, this is a delightful collection of legendary stories from a distant, ancient world. The
warring dynasties, the mysteries of the mountains, the relentless cycle of the seasons, and the
quixotic nature of the skies all contributed to the many myths of ancient China, told in the villages
and spread along the trading routes from province to province. Indeed, the tales of Chinese
mythology reflect the vast landscapes of China, where distant mountains, and long, winding rivers
dominated the sight-lines of ancient peoples. History, religion, philosophy and mythology were
intertwined in the observations of immortal tricksters and spirits who dwell in clouds dealing out
magical acts of kindness and chaos. This collection, with a new introduction by Hin Ming Frankie
Chik, features Creation Myths, Tales of the Five Emperors, Myths of the Stars, Myths of the Waters,
Myths of Fire, and more. Hin Ming Frankie Chik (Introduction) is currently Visiting Lecturer of
Pre-modern Chinese Literature at the University of Pittsburgh. He studies primarily Chinese thought
and history, and also works in related areas such as the religious history of China and the reception
history of pre-modern Chinese literature. He is now working on his monograph, in which he
examines an understudied dictionary-like collection, Erya, and the idea of Confucian cultural
assimilation. Flame Tree Collector's Editions present the foundations of speculative fiction: authors,
myths, tales and history without which the imaginative literature of the twentieth century would not



exist, bringing the best, most influential and most fascinating works into a striking and collectable
library. Each book features a new Introduction and a Glossary of Terms or lists of Ancient Leaders.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Treasury of Chinese Folk Tales Shelley Fu, 2012-07-03
This colorfully illustrated multicultural children's book presents Chinese fairy tales and other folk
stories—providing insight into a rich literary culture. Treasury of Chinese Folk Tales is a wonderful
collection of seven classic Chinese stories that make for great reading adventures. From the stories
of Pan Gu and Nu Wo, creators of the world, to Bai Su-Tzin, a snake who took on human form and
found true love, this mesmerizing book includes myths of creation, mortality and love. More than
just a Chinese children's storybook, Treasury of Chinese Folk Tales also explores the historical
impact and roots of each tale, inviting you and the children you love to enjoy the many layers of
meaning contained within them fully. The included pronunciation guide, as well as information for
further reading, makes this a perfect tool for educators, librarians and parents.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Myths Matt Clayton, 2021-10-26 Do you like
stories about ghosts and dragons? How about tales about magical beings and terrifying beasts?
Chinese mythology has all of those things and more, presenting a rich tapestry of the doings of
human characters who sometimes win the princess and great wealth, or are the cause of their own
downfall, or manage to attain immortality-whether through their own efforts or by accident-or find
themselves having to deal with divine beings beyond their experience and comprehension. However,
even the divine beings who populate these stories can be fallible, getting into trouble or even
causing it, and then having to extract themselves and deal with the aftermath. Some Chinese myths
are the creatures of folk tradition, connected to the religions of Taoism and Buddhism-both of which
are important to Chinese history and culture-or political myths aimed at bolstering a dynasty's claim
to power. But whatever the origin of these tales, they remain captivating stories with the power to
enchant us centuries-or even millennia-after they were first told. Here is a little introduction to some
of the characters you will meet in this volume: the fox spirit who instead of being the trickster
becomes the tricked the poor student who impresses the king of the lake and weds the king's
daughter the lonely ghost who becomes the lover of an unsuspecting poor scholar the nine-headed
bird who kidnaps princesses and keeps a dragon king's son captive the dragons who stole all the
water from the district around Beijing, and the brave soldier who made them give it back the young
woman who gave her life to save her father and whose voice can be heard in the peal of a bell the
god Nezha, who as a child caused no end of trouble for his parents and the neighboring dragon king
the Eight Immortals, who embody Taoist virtues and have merry adventures together and much,
much more! Scroll up and click the add to cart button to enjoy each of these fascinating stories from
the world of Chinese myths, legends, and fairy tales!
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Demystifying the gods, goddesses, and mythology of
Ancient Chinese society. Henry Romano, 2021-03-13 We have in China the universal worship of
ancestors, which constitutes (or did until A.D. 1912) the State religion, usually known as
Confucianism, and in addition we have the gods of the specific religions (which also originally took
their rise in ancestor-worship), namely, Buddhism and Taoism. (Other religions, though tolerated,
are not recognized as Chinese religions.) It is with a brief account of this great hierarchy and its
mythology that we will now concern ourselves. Besides the ordinary ancestor-worship (as distinct
from the State worship) the people took to Buddhism and Taoism, which became the popular
religions, and the literati also honoured the gods of these two sects. Buddhist deities gradually
became installed in Taoist temples, and the Taoist immortals were given seats beside the Buddhas in
their sanctuaries. Every one patronized the god who seemed to him the most popular and the most
lucrative. There even came to be united in the same temple and worshipped at the same altar the
three religious founders or figure-heads, Confucius, Buddha, and Lao Tzŭ. The three religions were
even regarded as forming one whole, or at least, though different, as having one and the same
object: san êrh i yeh, or han san wei i, “the three are one,” or “the three unite to form one” (a
quotation from the phrase T’ai chi han san wei i of Fang Yü-lu: “When they reach the extreme the
three are seen to be one”). In the popular pictorial representations of the pantheon this impartiality



is clearly shown.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Myths and Legends of China , 2016 Myths and Legends
of China is a broad, encyclopedic collection of traditional Chinese mythology related to all the three
main Chinese religions : Buddhism, Confucianism, and Daoism.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Mythology Sally Stephens, 2019-10-31 Count yourself
lucky (in a Chinese kind of way), because you just bumped into a book of 3 documents that have
been combined to give you the greatest value for your money. These are: Book 1: The sociology and
mythology of the Chinese culture has a long, extended history, and the creatures and superpowers in
them have often been neglected by western culture. But not for long!As you read through this gem
of a book, you will find all kinds of answers to questions related to Chinese mythology, such as: What
role do Confucianism and Buddhism play in their religion?What kinds of gods and goddesses were
there?Did the Chinese really believe in spirits?What is Taoism and how does it relate to any of these
things?What were the conditions in society at the time of the myths?What were their perceptions
and beliefs about the 5 elements they came up with?Book 2: In this epic collection of Chinese myths
and folklore, you'll read about dragon and dragon kings, love, lust, superpowers, mercy, vengeance,
hell, paradise, gods, goddesses, and the elements. You'll go on a journey to the east, where the
oriental culture was polytheistic and perhaps a little superstitious at the same time. You will read
about the amazing stories people came up with or the fables that were based on personal
experiences or encounters with those beyond the physical realm.Book 3: Many people think of the
Greek or the Romans when they think of mythology, but the Chinese have an extensive history of
myths and mysterious beliefs in the supernatural. In this guide, you will become acquainted with the
most common stories and gods from the orient. Stories and legends such as the 8 immortals, the war
between the gods, the famous story of the monkey king, the alchemist, the Yen Ch' eng god, and so
many others will blow you awa
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Chinese Mythology Jim Ollhoff, 2011-01-01 Who is Pan
Ku? What is Yi? Why are myths so important in our lives? Myths are a rich source of history. People
use them to make sense of our world. Even before myths were written down, people told and retold
the stories of the gods and goddesses of their homeland. Readers of Chinese Mythology will learn
the history of myths, as well as their deeper meaning. From the Jade Emperor who invented many
things for humanity to Fu Hsi, emperor called the Father of China, this book helps kids understand
the myths that shape and direct people's lives. Abdo & Daughters is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a
division of ABDO.
  ancient chinese myths and legends: Myths & Legends of China E. T. C. Werner, 2014-02-17
Werner's compilation of Chinese myths and legends drew upon every resource he had to paint a
vivid picture of the practices and beliefs that were common in China. Filled with traditional values,
beliefs, and gods, it is a fascinating read and a great mind-opener.
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