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**Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants Brian McDonald: Unveiling the Untold Story of London's Most
Notorious All-Female Gang**

alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald is a fascinating intersection of history, crime, and
storytelling that brings to light one of the most remarkable yet often overlooked chapters in British
criminal history. Alice Diamond led the infamous Forty Elephants, an all-female gang operating in London
during the early 20th century, and Brian McDonald’s exploration of their story introduces a fresh
perspective on this unique group. This article dives deep into the world of Alice Diamond, the Forty
Elephants, and how Brian McDonald’s work shines a spotlight on their daring exploits.

The Legacy of Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants

The Forty Elephants were no ordinary gang. Unlike the predominantly male-dominated criminal
organizations of their time, this group was composed entirely of women, known for their sophisticated and
highly organized shoplifting operations. Alice Diamond, often hailed as the gang’s charismatic leader, was
instrumental in expanding their influence throughout London and beyond.

Who Was Alice Diamond?

Alice Diamond was a formidable figure in the early 20th century London underworld. Rising through the
ranks of petty crime, she eventually became the leader of the Forty Elephants. Known for her sharp wit
and strategic mind, Diamond transformed the gang from a small group of pickpockets into a well-
coordinated network of professional thieves.

Her leadership style was both authoritative and visionary, emphasizing discipline and planning. Under her
guidance, the Forty Elephants executed heists that baffled the police and stunned the public. Their
operations were so successful and well-planned that they became almost legendary.

The Origins and Operations of the Forty Elephants

The Forty Elephants, sometimes called the Forty Thieves, originated in the Elephant and Castle area of
London, which explains their unusual name. What set them apart from other gangs was their use of
disguise, agility, and cunning to steal from high-end department stores without resorting to violence.

Their method involved coordinated shoplifting, often working in teams where some members would



distract sales staff while others stole merchandise. The gang had an extensive network of fences and
contacts that allowed them to sell stolen goods quickly and efficiently.

Brian McDonald’s Contribution to the Story of Alice Diamond and
the Forty Elephants

Brian McDonald, an author and historian, has played a crucial role in bringing the story of Alice Diamond
and the Forty Elephants to modern audiences. Through his detailed research and engaging narrative style,
McDonald highlights the gang’s significance not only in criminal history but also in the broader context of
women’s roles in society during that era.

Why Brian McDonald’s Work Matters

Many historical accounts have traditionally sidelined female criminals or portrayed them in a stereotypical
light. McDonald’s work challenges these narratives by providing a nuanced portrayal of Alice Diamond and
her gang. He emphasizes their intelligence, resilience, and the socio-economic factors that shaped their
lives.

His research draws from police records, newspapers, and personal accounts, piecing together a vivid picture
of how the Forty Elephants operated and thrived despite the challenges posed by law enforcement and
societal expectations.

Insights from McDonald’s Research

One of the key insights from Brian McDonald’s exploration is how the Forty Elephants operated as a
sisterhood bound not just by crime but also by loyalty and survival. The gang’s success was partly due to
their ability to adapt to changing times and use their gender to their advantage, often being underestimated
by police and store employees.

McDonald also sheds light on Alice Diamond’s leadership tactics, which included fostering a sense of
community within the gang and maintaining strict codes of conduct. This discipline helped the Forty
Elephants avoid many of the pitfalls that other gangs faced, such as infighting and betrayal.

The Cultural Impact and Modern Interest in Alice Diamond and



the Forty Elephants

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest in the story of Alice Diamond and the Forty
Elephants. This renewed attention owes much to Brian McDonald’s compelling storytelling and the broader
cultural fascination with female empowerment and anti-heroes.

Representation in Media and Literature

The thrilling exploits of the Forty Elephants have inspired numerous books, documentaries, and
dramatizations. Their story resonates because it challenges traditional gender roles and highlights a group of
women who carved out power in a male-dominated world.

Media portrayals often depict Alice Diamond as a complex figure—tough yet charismatic, ruthless yet
loyal—a portrayal that captures the dualities that made her such a compelling leader. Brian McDonald’s
research has served as a foundational source for many of these adaptations, ensuring historical accuracy
while keeping the narrative engaging.

Lessons from the History of the Forty Elephants

Beyond their criminal acts, the story of Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants offers valuable lessons
about resilience, leadership, and the importance of challenging societal norms. Their ability to organize,
strategize, and succeed in a hostile environment provides insight into how marginalized groups can find
power in unexpected ways.

For anyone interested in history, criminology, or gender studies, the Forty Elephants present a case study
of how women navigated and influenced a system designed to exclude them.

Understanding the Socio-Economic Context of Alice Diamond’s
Era

To truly appreciate the significance of Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants, it’s essential to understand
the socio-economic backdrop of early 20th century London. This was a time marked by stark class divisions,
limited opportunities for women, and rapid urbanization.



Women’s Roles and Opportunities in Early 1900s London

During Alice Diamond’s time, women had few avenues for financial independence, especially those from
working-class backgrounds. Employment options were limited mostly to domestic service, factory work, or
other low-paying jobs. This lack of opportunity often pushed women toward alternative means of survival,
including criminal activities.

The Forty Elephants exploited these circumstances, using their intelligence and social networks to create a
profitable enterprise. Their story underscores how economic hardship and social restrictions can drive
innovation and defiance.

Law Enforcement and Gender Bias

The police and judicial systems of the time were often ill-equipped to deal with the unique challenges
posed by female criminals. There was a prevailing underestimation of women’s capacity for organized
crime, which the Forty Elephants cleverly used to their advantage.

Brian McDonald’s examination highlights how this gender bias allowed the gang to operate for decades
with relatively little interference, outsmarting law enforcement through careful planning and
collaboration.

What Modern Readers Can Take Away from the Story of Alice
Diamond and the Forty Elephants

The story of Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants, as told through the lens of Brian McDonald’s research,
is more than just a thrilling tale of crime. It is a rich narrative that touches on themes of empowerment,
social inequality, and the complexities of human behavior.

Empowerment Through Unity and Strategy

One of the most inspiring aspects of the Forty Elephants is their demonstration of how women, often
marginalized and underestimated, can come together to achieve remarkable things. Their success was not
based on brute force but on careful strategy, trust, and mutual support.

This aspect of their story resonates with contemporary audiences interested in leadership and teamwork,
showing that power can take many forms beyond the traditional.



Rethinking History and Gender Roles

Brian McDonald’s work encourages readers to question the established narratives about women’s roles in
history, particularly in contexts like crime and social rebellion. The Forty Elephants challenge the
stereotype of women as passive or law-abiding bystanders, revealing a more complex picture of agency and
resistance.

For historians, students, and anyone curious about untold stories, this perspective opens new avenues for
exploration and understanding.

---

Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants, through Brian McDonald’s insightful work, remind us that history
is full of unexpected stories waiting to be uncovered. Their tale is a compelling blend of courage, cunning,
and community that continues to captivate and inspire, proving that sometimes the most extraordinary
leaders come from the most unlikely places.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Alice Diamond in the context of Brian McDonald's work?
Alice Diamond was a prominent female gang leader of the Forty Elephants, a notorious all-female criminal
gang in London, as discussed in Brian McDonald's writings.

What is the Forty Elephants gang featured in Brian McDonald's book?
The Forty Elephants were an all-female organized crime gang based in London, known for their expertise
in shoplifting and criminal activities during the early 20th century.

How does Brian McDonald portray Alice Diamond's leadership?
Brian McDonald portrays Alice Diamond as a strategic, fearless, and influential leader who commanded
respect and orchestrated complex criminal operations within the Forty Elephants gang.

What time period does Brian McDonald's account of Alice Diamond and
the Forty Elephants cover?
Brian McDonald's account primarily covers the late 19th to early 20th century, focusing on the height of
the Forty Elephants' criminal activities.



Why is the Forty Elephants gang significant in criminal history
according to Brian McDonald?
According to Brian McDonald, the Forty Elephants are significant for being one of the earliest and most
successful all-female criminal gangs, challenging gender norms of their time.

What crimes were Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants known for in
Brian McDonald's narrative?
They were primarily known for large-scale shoplifting, pickpocketing, and organized theft operations
across London and beyond.

Does Brian McDonald discuss the social background of Alice Diamond and
the Forty Elephants?
Yes, Brian McDonald explores their working-class origins and how social conditions influenced their turn
to organized crime.

How did Alice Diamond influence women’s roles in crime as per Brian
McDonald?
Brian McDonald highlights that Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants broke traditional gender roles,
demonstrating women's capacity for leadership and organized criminal activity.

Are there any notable events involving Alice Diamond mentioned by
Brian McDonald?
Brian McDonald mentions several key heists and police confrontations that showcased Alice Diamond's
tactical skills and the gang’s operations.

What impact did the Forty Elephants have on London’s criminal
underworld according to Brian McDonald?
The Forty Elephants, under Alice Diamond’s leadership, significantly influenced London’s criminal
underworld by pioneering organized female crime and establishing networks that rivaled male gangs.

Additional Resources
Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants Brian McDonald: Unveiling the Legacy of London's Most
Notorious Female Gang



alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald represent a compelling intersection of historical
crime narratives and modern storytelling. Brian McDonald’s exploration into the enigmatic figure of Alice
Diamond and the infamous Forty Elephants gang sheds light on a rarely discussed chapter of London’s
criminal underworld. This article delves deep into the historical context, significance, and cultural impact of
the Forty Elephants under Alice Diamond’s leadership, while also evaluating Brian McDonald’s
contribution to reviving their story through his investigative and narrative work.

The Rise of Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants

The Forty Elephants, a predominantly female gang active from the late 19th century into the mid-20th
century, carved a unique niche in the annals of British crime history. Unlike their male counterparts, the
Forty Elephants specialized in organized shoplifting and were notorious for their discipline, audacity, and
extensive criminal network. Alice Diamond, often hailed as the gang’s formidable leader, stands out as a
pioneering figure who defied gender norms and asserted significant control in a male-dominated criminal
landscape.

Brian McDonald’s research and narrative approach provide a crucial lens through which one can better
understand the socio-economic factors that contributed to the gang’s formation and endurance. His work
contextualizes the gang’s operations within the broader fabric of London’s East End, where poverty, gender
inequality, and limited opportunities for women fostered alternative survival strategies, including
organized crime.

Alice Diamond: The Matriarch of the Forty Elephants

Alice Diamond’s leadership marked a turning point in the gang’s evolution from a loosely organized group
of petty thieves into a sophisticated criminal enterprise. Known as the "Queen of the Forty Elephants,"
Diamond’s strategic mind and unyielding authority enabled the gang to orchestrate large-scale raids on
prominent department stores with remarkable success.

Her persona, as portrayed by Brian McDonald, is not merely that of a criminal mastermind but also a
symbol of resilience and empowerment in an era when women’s roles were heavily restricted. McDonald’s
depiction balances the mythologized accounts of Diamond’s ruthlessness with an analytical perspective on
her motivations and the socio-political environment that shaped her.

Brian McDonald’s Contribution to Reviving Forgotten Histories

Brian McDonald’s work plays a pivotal role in bringing the story of Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants
to contemporary audiences. By combining meticulous archival research with compelling narrative



techniques, McDonald reconstructs the gang’s history with authenticity and nuance. His investigations
uncover lesser-known facts, debunk popular myths, and provide a comprehensive understanding of the
gang’s operational methods.

McDonald’s contributions extend beyond academic interest; they serve as a cultural bridge linking modern
readers to historical realities of female criminality often overshadowed by male-centric crime stories. His
emphasis on gender dynamics and social context enriches the discourse surrounding early 20th-century
urban crime and challenges stereotypical portrayals of women in crime narratives.

Operational Tactics and Social Structure of the Forty Elephants

One of the most intriguing aspects highlighted in Brian McDonald’s study is the gang’s unique modus
operandi. The Forty Elephants were known for their meticulous planning, use of disguises, and
coordinated team efforts. Unlike many gangs that relied on brute force, the Forty Elephants specialized in
stealth and deception, frequently targeting high-end shops such as Harrods and Selfridges.

The gang’s social structure under Alice Diamond’s leadership was hierarchical yet familial. Loyalty and
secrecy were paramount, and members were often bound by shared backgrounds and mutual protection.
This cohesion contributed significantly to their longevity and ability to evade law enforcement for decades.

Expert use of disguises and false identities

Strategic planning of thefts in upscale department stores

Strict internal discipline and enforcement of gang rules

Networking with male gangs for protection and intelligence

Gender and Crime: The Significance of Female Agency

The story of Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants challenges traditional gender narratives within
criminology. Female criminality, particularly at such an organized level, remains underexplored in
historical studies. Brian McDonald’s focus on this gang underscores the complexity of female agency in
environments shaped by patriarchal constraints.

Alice Diamond’s rise to power not only exemplifies women’s capacity for leadership in illicit enterprises
but also prompts reconsideration of the social conditions that propelled women toward such paths.



McDonald’s work invites readers to explore intersections of gender, class, and power, revealing a nuanced
portrait of women who were both products and challengers of their time.

Comparative Analysis: The Forty Elephants vs Male Gangs

In comparing the Forty Elephants to contemporary male gangs of the same era, several distinctions
emerge. While male gangs often engaged in violent territorial disputes and direct confrontations with
police, the Forty Elephants prioritized precision and subtlety. Their non-violent approach minimized legal
repercussions and allowed for longer operational periods.

Brian McDonald’s analysis highlights these differences, suggesting that the Forty Elephants’ tactics were
not only a reflection of gendered societal roles but also an innovative adaptation to the risks and
opportunities present in their environment. This strategic divergence offers insight into how gender
influences criminal methodologies.

The Cultural Impact and Legacy of Alice Diamond and the Forty
Elephants

The legacy of Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants extends beyond historical records into popular
culture and academic discourse. Brian McDonald’s efforts have revitalized interest in this unique chapter of
London’s criminal history, inspiring documentaries, books, and discussions that examine the intersection of
gender, crime, and social history.

Their story resonates especially in contemporary conversations about women’s empowerment and the
ways marginalized groups navigate systemic oppression. The Forty Elephants serve as a case study
illustrating how women forged spaces of power and influence, even within illicit frameworks.

Brian McDonald’s portrayal ensures that Alice Diamond’s name remains synonymous with pioneering
female leadership in crime, transforming what was once a shadowy, overlooked narrative into a subject
worthy of serious study and public fascination.

---

The resurgence of interest in Alice Diamond and the Forty Elephants through Brian McDonald’s
meticulous research offers a rare glimpse into a forgotten facet of criminal history. It compels a reevaluation
of gender roles in crime and highlights the complex interplay between societal constraints and individual
agency. This narrative, rich with historical intrigue and cultural significance, continues to captivate scholars
and enthusiasts alike, ensuring that the legacy of the Forty Elephants endures in the collective memory.



Alice Diamond And The Forty Elephants Brian Mcdonald

  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: The Forty Elephants Erin
Bledsoe, 2022-08-23 Peaky Blinders meets Ocean’s 8 in The Forty Elephants, an epic novel set in
Roaring Twenties London, based on the real-life, all-female gang of the same name who specialized
in crime as high art, targeting posh department stores and elites. London in the 1920s is no place for
a woman with a mind of her own. Gang wars, violence, and an unforgiving world have left
pickpocket Alice Diamond scrambling to survive in The Mint, the gritty neighborhood her family has
run for generations. When her father goes to jail yet again and her scam artist brother finds himself
in debt to the dangerous McDonald crime syndicate, Alice takes over. Fighting for power at every
turn, she struggles to protect her father’s territory and keep the people she loves safe from some of
London’s most dangerous criminals. Recruited by the enigmatic Mary Carr, Alice boldly chooses to
break her father’s edict against gangs and become part of a group of notorious lady shoplifters, the
Forty Elephants. Leaving The Mint behind, she and the other girls steal from the area’s poshest
department stores, and for the first time in her life, Alice Diamond tastes success. But it’s not long
before she wants more—no matter the cost. And when her past and present collide, there’s no
escaping the girl from The Mint.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Alice Diamond and the Forty
Elephants Brian McDonald, 2015-10-22 The Forty Elephants were unique in the annals of British
crime. Known also as the Forty Thieves, they were the country's only all-female crime syndicate, a
gang of tough but glamorous women who plundered the fashion stores and jewel shops of the West
End. They were led to infamy by Alice Diamond and were 'notorious for their good looks, fine
stature, and smart clothing' as well as for stealing the most expensive gems and clothes. Crime
historian Brian McDonald has uncovered a wealth of material to write the first ever full-length
account of these remarkable women.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Peaky Blinders: The Legacy -
The real story of Britain's most notorious 1920s gangs Carl Chinn, 2020-09-17 From the
Sunday Times bestselling author, Carl Chinn The Peaky Blinders as we know them, thanks to the hit
TV series, are infused with drama and dread. Fashionably dressed, the charismatic but deeply
flawed Shelby family have become cult anti-heroes. Well-known social historian, broadcaster and
author, Carl Chinn, revealed the true story of the notorious gang in his bestselling Peaky Blinders:
The Real Story and now in this follow-up book, he explores the legacy they created in Birmingham
and beyond. What happened to them and their gangland rivals? In Peaky Blinders: The Legacy we
revisit the world of Billy Kimber's Peaky Blinders, exploring their legacy throughout the 1920s and
30s, and how their burgeoning empires spread across the UK. Delve into the street wars across the
country, the impact of the declaration of War on Gangs by the Home Secretary after The Racecourse
War in 1921, and how black-market bookmaking gave way to new and daring opportunities for the
likes of Sabini, Alfie Solomon and some new faces in the murky gangland underworld. Drawing on
Carl's inimitable research, interviews and original sources, find out just what happened to this
incredible cast of characters, revealing the true legacy of the Peaky Blinders.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Peaky Blinders: The Aftermath: The
real story behind the next generation of British gangsters Carl Chinn, 2021-10-14 From the Sunday
Times bestselling author, Carl Chinn As Britain emerges into the mid-twentieth century, change is
afoot. Cities are beginning to shift from smog-filled industrial hubs to more efficient metropolitan
centres of commerce and, despite the country once again being blighted by war, society is beginning
to shift towards a more modern, forward-thinking era. But change is not only limited to regular men
and women; under the shifting tides of development, the criminal underbelly, too, is evolving,
anxious for new avenues of exploitation and expansion . . . And so, in the third instalment of his
best-selling series, historian Carl Chinn examines this new era in the landscape of Britain's gangs.
After the violent reign of the Peaky Blinders, the intimidation of the Birmingham gang and frequent
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gang wars up and down the country, from the wreckage new groups are emerging with new ways of
making money and causing trouble, and, like those who came before them, they leave havoc and
destruction in their wake. Peaky Blinders: The Aftermath will bring this new generation of criminals
into focus. And up and down the length of the country, from the dog tracks to the pubs of the East
End, it delves into the murky world of the country's most villainous criminals.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Queens of the Underworld Caitlin
Davies, 2021-10-14 'This book is an extremely important part of women's social history. Read it!' -
Maxine Peake Robin Hood, Dick Turpin, Ronnie Biggs, the Krays ... All have become folk heroes,
glamorised and romanticised, even when they killed. But where are their female equivalents? Where
are the street robbers, gang leaders, diamond thieves, gold smugglers and bank robbers? Queens of
the Underworld reveals the incredible story of female crooks from the seventeenth century to the
present. From Moll Cutpurse to the Black Boy Alley Ladies, from jewel thief Emily Lawrence to
bandit leader Elsie Carey and burglar Zoe Progl, these were charismatic women at the top of their
game. But female criminals have long been dismissed as either not 'real women' or not 'real
criminals', and in the process their stories have been lost. Caitlin Davies unravels the myths,
confronts the lies and tracks down modern-day descendants in order to tell the truth about their
lives for the first time.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: The Dazzle of the Light Georgina
Clarke, 2022-11-04 A sparkling new historical novel set in the 1920s, inspired by the notorious
all-female crime syndicate known as the Forty Thieves who operated out of the slums of south
London. Ruby Mills is ruthlessly ambitious, strikingly beautiful - and one of the Forty Thieves' most
talented members. Harriet Littlemore writes the women's section in a local newspaper. She's from a
'good' London family and engaged to an up-and-coming Member of Parliament - but she wants a
successful career of her own. After witnessing Ruby fleeing the scene of a robbery, Harriet develops
a fascination with the elusive young thief that extends beyond journalistic interest. As their personal
aspirations bring them into closer contact than society's rules usually allow, Ruby and Harriet's
stories become increasingly intertwined. Their magnetic dynamic, fraught with envy and desire, tells
a compulsive, cinematic story about class, morality and the cost of being an independent woman in
1920s London.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: The Mysterious Bookshop
Presents the Best Mystery Stories of the Year 2025 John Grisham, 2025-09-23 #1 bestseller
John Grisham selects the best short mystery fiction of the past year. From over 3,000 considered
stories published in the past year, this anthology contains the twenty best, selected by #1 New York
Times bestselling author John Grisham under the auspices of New York City’s legendary crime
fiction specialty store The Mysterious Bookshop. Included are tales of suspense, detection, and
puzzlement that illuminate the diversity of styles contained under the “mystery” umbrella and
highlight some of the greatest practitioners of the short form working today, with a blend of
household names and lesser known writers no less worthy of your attention. There’s something for
everyone in this celebrated anthology, now in its fifth year, which continues to dazzle with the
breadth of its selection and which draws from sources as disparate as Black Cat Weekly, Ellery
Queen Mystery Magazine, and Conjunctions. Plus, it’s all capped off with an additional “bonus story”
from an earlier era, sourced from the bookshop’s rare book room.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: The Moth and the Mountain Ed
Caesar, 2021-11-02 In the 1930s, as official government expeditions set their sights on conquering
Mount Everest, a little-known World War I veteran named Maurice Wilson conceives his own crazy,
beautiful plan: he will fly a plane from England to Everest, crash-land on its lower slopes, then
become the first person to reach its summit--all utterly alone. Wilson doesn't know how to climb. He
barely knows how to fly. But he has the right plane, the right equipment, and a deep yearning to
achieve his goal. In 1933, he takes off from London in a Gipsy Moth biplane with his course set for
the highest mountain on earth. Wilson's eleven-month journey to Everest is wild: full of twists, turns,
and daring. Eventually, in disguise, he sneaks into Tibet. His icy ordeal is just beginning.--Provided



by publisher.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Who's Sorry Now? Maggie
Robinson, 2019-06-01 The next mystery book in a lively historical cozy series! A Russian prince. A
wealthy heir. An impoverished earl's daughter. Which one will make an untimely exit from the
London social scene? If you like a clever mystery, a handsome ghost, and the far-from-bereaved
widow who can't find the elusive killer without Rupert's help, Who's Sorry Now? is just your cup of
English murder.—Charles Todd, author of the Inspector Ian Rutledge mysteries and the Bess
Crawford mysteries London, England 1925. Scotland Yard Detective Inspector Devenand Hunter
finds himself in the middle of a series of upper-class deaths in London. Bright Young People are
being extinguished in their favorite night spots, from a sleazy private jazz club to the Savoy
ballroom. Dev knows just the person to help him navigate the treacherous society waters: Lady
Adelaide Compton, a marquess' daughter and widow of a Great War hero. Beautiful, clever, and
kind, Addie is a unique woman—not the least because she's haunted by the irritating ghost of her
deceased husband. Unfortunately, Dev has put her in jeopardy once before, nearly leading him to
turn in his warrant card. But Addie is nobody's victim: when her sister Cee is attacked, Addie turns
to the inspector, offering her help... and it soon becomes clear that the two of them working together
on these Scottish mysteries could lead to much more than merely solving crime. The Lady Adelaide
Mysteries: Nobody's Sweetheart Now (Book 1) Who's Sorry Now? (Book 2) Just Make Believe (Book
3)
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Queens of London Heather Webb,
2024-02-06 A rollicking ride through the criminal underbelly of post-WWI London. Gritty at times
and tender at others, Queens of London unmasks the most lawless—and likeable—gang of women
you've never heard of. —Sarah Penner, New York Times bestselling author of The Lost Apothecary
Maybe women can have it all, as long as they're willing to steal it. 1925. London. When Alice
Diamond, AKA Diamond Annie, is elected the Queen of the Forty Elephants, she's determined to take
the all-girl gang to new heights. She's ambitious, tough as nails, and a brilliant mastermind, with a
plan to create a dynasty the likes of which no one has ever seen. Alice demands absolute loyalty from
her family—it's how she's always kept the cops in line. Too bad she's now the target for one of
Britain's first female policewomen. Officer Lilian Wyles isn't merely one of the first female detectives
at Scotland Yard, she's one of the best detectives on the force. Even so, she'll have to win a big score
to prove herself, to break free from the women's work she's been assigned. When she hears about
the large-scale heist in the works to fund Alice's new dynasty, she realizes she has the chance she's
been looking for—and the added bonus of putting Diamond Annie out of business permanently. A
tale of dark glamour and sisterhood, Queens of London is a look at Britain's first female crime
syndicate, the ever-shifting meaning of justice, and the way women claim their power by any means
necessary, from USA Today bestselling author Heather Webb.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: The Future Is Feminist Sara
Rahnama, 2023-12-15 Winner of the Alf Andrew Heggoy Book Prize of the French Colonial Historical
Society Cowinner of the Nikki Keddie Book Award of the Middle East Studies Association of North
America The Future Is Feminist by Sara Rahnama offers a closer look at a pivotal moment in
Algerian history when Algerians looked to feminism as a path out of the stifling realities of French
colonial rule. Algerian people focused outward to developments in the Middle East, looking critically
at their own society and with new eyes to Islamic tradition. In doing so, they reordered the world on
their own terms—pushing back against French colonial claims about Islam's inherent misogyny.
Rahnama describes how Algerians took inspiration from Middle Eastern developments in women's
rights. Empowered by the Muslim reform movement sweeping the region, they read Islamic
knowledge with new eyes, even calling Muhammad the first Arab feminist. They compared the
blossoming women's rights movements across the Middle East and this history of Islam's feminist
potential to the stifled position of Algerian women, who suffered from limited access to education
and respectable work. Local dynamics also shaped these discussions, including the recent entry of
thousands of Algerian women into the workforce as domestic workers in European settler homes.



While Algerian people disagreed about whether Algeria's future should be colonial or independent,
they agreed that women's advancement would offer a path forward for Muslim society toward a
more prosperous future. Through its use of Arabic-language sources alongside French ones, The
Future Is Feminist moves beyond Algeria's colonial relationship to France to illuminate its
relationship to the Middle East.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Under a Veiled Moon Karen Odden,
2022-10-11 In the tradition of C. S. Harris and Anne Perry, a fatal disaster on the Thames and a
roiling political conflict set the stage for Karen Odden’s second Inspector Corravan historical
mystery. September 1878. One night, as the pleasure boat the Princess Alice makes her daily trip up
the Thames, she collides with the Bywell Castle, a huge iron-hulled collier. The Princess Alice shears
apart, throwing all 600 passengers into the river; only 130 survive. It is the worst maritime disaster
London has ever seen, and early clues point to sabotage by the Irish Republican Brotherhood, who
believe violence is the path to restoring Irish Home Rule. For Scotland Yard Inspector Michael
Corravan, born in Ireland and adopted by the Irish Doyle family, the case presents a challenge.
Accused by the Home Office of willfully disregarding the obvious conclusion, and berated by his Irish
friends for bowing to prejudice, Corravan doggedly pursues the truth, knowing that if the Princess
Alice disaster is pinned on the IRB, hopes for Home Rule could be dashed forever. Corrovan’s
dilemma is compounded by Colin, the youngest Doyle, who has joined James McCabe’s Irish gang. As
violence in Whitechapel rises, Corravan strikes a deal with McCabe to get Colin out of harm’s way.
But unbeknownst to Corravan, Colin bears longstanding resentments against his adopted brother
and scorns his help. As the newspapers link the IRB to further accidents, London threatens to
devolve into terror and chaos. With the help of his young colleague, the loyal Mr. Stiles, and his
friend Belinda Gale, Corravan uncovers the harrowing truth—one that will shake his faith in his
countrymen, the law, and himself.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: British Gangs Paul Dettmann,
2025-01-16 British Gangs covers the first fifty years of the twentieth century, a time of upheaval and
war during which the public came to fear groups of young men. Much of this fear was whipped up by
an expanding newspaper industry trying to increase sales with alarming and salacious stories. The
book finds that the gangs were not as big a menace as the public were led to believe, but their
activities are no less thrilling or important in the present day. This is a gripping account of one
aspect of working class life. It covers the better-known gangsters of the time such as the McDonalds,
Sabinis and Cortesis, Alf Solomon and Billy Kimber, but also, as a result of days spent in newspaper
archives, uncovers many stories as they were reported at the time. Car and bus chases, gun battles,
shoplifting, violent activity at sporting events, simple street con artists and more are all included in
this trove of gang stories, most of which have been forgotten. The book covers many lesser-known
incidents and stories from Britain's gangs, including a look at female criminals such as Alice
Diamond, Mary Carr, Florrie Holmes, Kathleen Cooper and Josephine O'Dare, and the successful
nightclub owner Kate Meyrick. Gangs from around the country are included, in cities including
Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow, Hull, Sheffield, Newcastle, Leeds, Belfast and Dublin, as well as the
more often-covered Birmingham and London. Prison time also features, as an important part of a
criminal's life that is not often included in books on gangsters. This is an important contribution to
the recorded history of British gangs.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: The Cultural Construction of
Hidden Spaces , 2024-05-13 This essay collection focuses on enclosure, deception and secrecy in
three spatial areas – the body, clothing and furniture. It contributes to the study of private life and
explores the micro-history of hidden spaces. The contents of pockets may prove a surer index to
their owner’s real thoughts than anything they say; a piece of furniture with ingenious mechanisms
created to conceal secrets may also reveal someone’s attempts to break in and thus give away as
much as it holds. Though the book’s focus is on particular material or imagined objects, taken as a
whole it exemplifies a range of interdisciplinary encounters between history, literary criticism, art
history, philosophy, psychoanalysis, sociology, criminology, archival studies, museology and



curating, and women’s studies.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Gangs of London Brian Mcdonald,
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gangsters such as Jack Spot, Billy Hill and Johnny Carter, who carved out organised crime rackets
across the capital. Gangs of London is a riveting journey through the dark underbelly of one of the
world's great cities.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Between the Stops Sandi Toksvig,
2019-10-31 Pre-order Sandi Toksvig's new novel FRIENDS OF DOROTHY now - coming in
September 2024 The long-awaited memoir from one of Britain's best-loved characters - presenter of
QI, former host of The Great British Bake Off 'Wise and kind... part celebration, part confession... it
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  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Underworld Duncan Campbell,
2019-07-11 Live on the wrong side of the law with Britain’s gangsters, Peaky Blinders, godfathers,
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With stories of murder, theft, fraud and treachery, The Underworld is a deep-dive into the history of
professional and organised crime in Britain. From the racetrack gangs and the smash-and-grab
merchants, through the Soho vice bosses and the Kray twins, to the Great Train Robbers, the Hatton
Garden burglars and the new wave of international hit-men and drug and sex traffickers, Duncan
Campbell exposes the dark underbelly of Britain. A unique perspective – told by the criminals
themselves and the detective who pursued them – this is a definitive history from the very beginning
to the present day.
  alice diamond and the forty elephants brian mcdonald: Sesily's bevrijding Sarah MacLean,
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ideias selvagens e um ousado amor por experiências e explosivos, Lady Imogen Loveless é vista pela
alta sociedade londrina como alguém muito... particular — e isto sem se saber que faz parte das
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excecional na construção de personagens que sabem quem são e aquilo que defendem.» Library
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oferecer-nos uma heroína muito pouco convencional e um herói tradicional, cujos esforços
combinados em nome da justiça resultam numa atração sensual e num enredo poderoso com o qual
os leitores do século XXI se conseguirão identificar.» Booklist «Sarah MacLean proporciona-nos
muita ação, cenas escaldantes, emoções profundas e uma astuta crítica aos poderosos e
privilegiados, tudo isto numa história explosiva que fará com que os leitores não sejam capazes de
pousar o livro.» Kirkus Reviews
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