
what to write college essays about

What to Write College Essays About: Finding Your Unique Voice

what to write college essays about is a question that often looms large in the minds of high school seniors
and transfer students alike. It’s a challenge that goes beyond just putting words on paper; it’s about telling
your story in a way that resonates with admissions officers. The college essay is your chance to stand out
from thousands of applicants, so choosing the right topic is crucial. But how do you decide what to write
about? What makes a strong college essay topic, and how can you ensure it reflects who you truly are?
Let’s explore some thoughtful approaches and creative ideas to help you craft compelling essays that
capture your personality and aspirations.

Understanding the Purpose of Your College Essay

Before diving into specific ideas, it’s important to understand why colleges ask for essays in the first place.
Unlike grades and test scores, your essay offers a glimpse into your character, values, and potential fit with
the college community. Admissions committees want to see your personality, your critical thinking skills,
and how you handle challenges or growth opportunities.

Writing about something meaningful to you can reveal authenticity and depth — qualities that numbers
alone cannot express. Therefore, when considering what to write college essays about, focus on topics that
allow you to express your individuality and demonstrate insight.

Reflecting on Personal Experiences

One of the richest sources for college essay topics is your own life experience. Reflecting on defining
moments can provide material that is both genuine and engaging.

Moments of Growth or Change

Think about a time when you experienced significant personal growth or a shift in perspective. Maybe
you overcame a challenge, learned a valuable lesson, or stepped out of your comfort zone. Essays that
explore how you have evolved tend to resonate because they show maturity and self-awareness.

Examples include:



- Moving to a new city or country and adapting to a different culture
- Navigating family difficulties or personal setbacks
- Discovering a passion that changed your academic or career goals

Passions and Interests That Define You

What activities or subjects excite you the most? Writing about a passion—whether it’s music, sports,
volunteering, or a niche hobby—can highlight your enthusiasm and dedication. Admissions officers
appreciate when applicants showcase interests that have influenced their growth or goals.

For instance, if you’ve been deeply involved in community service, describe what motivated you and how
it impacted your worldview. If a particular sport taught you teamwork or perseverance, that can make for
a powerful narrative.

Choosing Topics That Showcase Your Strengths

While it’s tempting to write about impressive achievements, the best college essays often center on what
those achievements mean to you personally rather than just listing accomplishments.

Lessons Learned from Failure or Mistakes

A compelling essay topic might involve sharing a failure or mistake and reflecting on what you learned
from it. This approach shows resilience and the ability to grow from setbacks—traits colleges highly value.

Instead of focusing on the failure itself, emphasize the insight you gained and how it shaped your future
decisions or attitude.

Unique Perspectives and Diversity

If you come from a background or have experiences that offer a unique perspective, writing about these
can help you stand out. This could include cultural heritage, family traditions, or experiences that differ
from the mainstream.

Colleges aim to create diverse communities, so essays that provide insight into your identity or worldview
can be particularly impactful.



Creative Approaches to What to Write College Essays About

Sometimes, the best topics aren’t obvious at first glance. Thinking outside the box can lead to memorable
essays that capture attention.

Using a Narrative or Storytelling Style

Rather than simply stating facts or describing events, try telling a story that illustrates a key aspect of who
you are. A narrative approach can make your essay more engaging and relatable.

For example, instead of saying “I am passionate about science,” narrate an experience that sparked your love
for the subject, like a memorable experiment or discovery.

Exploring “What If” Scenarios or Hypotheticals

Some colleges allow creative prompts where you can imagine alternatives or hypothetical situations. These
essays provide a chance to showcase creativity, critical thinking, and personality.

For instance, “If I could have dinner with any historical figure, it would be…” or “What would I do if I had
unlimited resources to solve a problem?”

Practical Tips for Choosing the Right Topic

Selecting what to write college essays about can feel overwhelming, but a few practical strategies can
simplify the process.

Brainstorm Broadly: Jot down life experiences, interests, challenges, and achievements without
filtering. Sometimes your best ideas come from unexpected places.

Identify Themes: Look for patterns or recurring themes in your brainstormed list, such as leadership,
creativity, or overcoming adversity.

Consider Your Audience: Think about what the admissions officer might want to learn about you
beyond what’s in your transcript.

Be Authentic: Choose topics that genuinely matter to you. Authenticity shines through and makes



your essay memorable.

Seek Feedback: Ask teachers, mentors, or family members for input on your essay ideas and drafts to
ensure clarity and impact.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid When Writing College Essays

Knowing what to write college essays about also means understanding what not to do. Avoiding common
mistakes can elevate your essay from average to exceptional.

Overused Topics Without a Unique Angle

Certain essay topics—like winning a big game or a mission trip abroad—are common. To stand out, you
need to provide a fresh perspective or focus on your personal insights rather than clichés.

Trying to Impress Rather Than Express

It’s tempting to write what you think admissions officers want to hear, but this often leads to generic
essays. Instead, focus on expressing your true self honestly and thoughtfully.

Neglecting the Essay Prompt

Make sure your essay answers the prompt fully. Straying off-topic or ignoring specific questions can hurt
your chances, even if your writing is excellent.

Incorporating Your Future Goals and Aspirations

While reflecting on the past and present is important, you can also write about your future ambitions.
Colleges want to admit students who have clear goals and the motivation to achieve them.

Discussing your aspirations related to your intended major, career, or personal growth can demonstrate
focus and determination. Tie these goals back to experiences or values that have shaped you so far, creating
a cohesive narrative.



---

Deciding what to write college essays about is both a creative and introspective process. By exploring
personal stories, showcasing strengths, and embracing authenticity, you can craft essays that truly reflect
who you are. Remember, the best topics often come from moments that have shaped your identity and
worldview—those pieces of your life that only you can tell. Taking the time to find the right subject and
approach will not only make the writing process smoother but also increase your chances of making a
lasting impression on admissions committees.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some unique topics to write about in a college essay?
Unique topics often come from personal experiences, challenges overcome, cultural background, or a
moment of epiphany. Writing about something deeply personal and reflective can make your essay stand
out.

Should I write my college essay about an achievement or failure?
Both achievements and failures can make compelling essays. What matters is how you reflect on the
experience and what you learned from it, showing personal growth and resilience.

Can I write my college essay about a hobby or passion?
Yes, writing about a hobby or passion can be effective if it reveals something important about your
character, values, or how you engage with the world.

Is it okay to write about a controversial topic in my college essay?
You can write about a controversial topic, but it’s important to approach it thoughtfully and respectfully,
showing maturity and open-mindedness rather than trying to provoke or shock.

How personal should my college essay be?
Your essay should be personal enough to give the admissions committee insight into who you are beyond
grades and test scores, but maintain appropriate boundaries and professionalism.

Can I write my college essay about a travel experience?
Absolutely. Writing about travel can be effective if it highlights personal growth, cultural understanding,
or a shift in perspective.



What should I avoid writing about in a college essay?
Avoid clichés, overly controversial topics, negative rants, or anything that could be seen as offensive. Also,
steer clear of topics that don’t reveal anything meaningful about you.

How do I choose a topic that will make my essay stand out?
Choose a topic that is unique to your experience and allows you to share your voice and values. Reflect on
moments that changed you or shaped your identity.

Is it better to write about an academic interest or a personal story?
Both can be effective. The key is to show passion, curiosity, and how the experience has influenced your
goals or character.

Can I write about my family or cultural background in my college essay?
Yes, writing about your family or cultural background can provide valuable context about your identity
and perspectives, especially if it has shaped who you are today.

Additional Resources
What to Write College Essays About: A Professional Guide to Crafting Impactful Personal Statements

what to write college essays about remains one of the most pressing questions for applicants navigating the
complex terrain of college admissions. The college essay is more than just a requirement; it is a pivotal
opportunity to present a multidimensional portrayal of oneself beyond test scores and transcripts. Yet,
deciding on the right topic can be daunting, as it demands a nuanced understanding of what admissions
officers seek and how to authentically express one’s experiences, values, and aspirations.

Understanding the Purpose of College Essays

Before delving into specific ideas about what to write college essays about, it is essential to grasp the
fundamental purpose of these essays. College essays serve as a personal narrative tool that reveals the
applicant’s character, intellectual curiosity, resilience, and potential contributions to the campus community.
Unlike standardized test scores, essays allow for subjective storytelling, providing context to an applicant’s
background, challenges, and growth.

Admissions professionals often emphasize that a compelling essay should do more than recount events; it
should reflect introspection and personal development. This insight directs the choice of topics toward those



that enable applicants to showcase meaningful self-reflection and unique perspectives.

Core Themes to Explore in College Essays

Personal Growth and Overcoming Challenges

One of the most common and effective themes for college essays involves narrating a personal challenge or
obstacle and illustrating how it was overcome. This approach resonates because it highlights resilience,
problem-solving skills, and emotional maturity. Candidates might write about:

Struggles with academic difficulties and how they were addressed

Family hardships or health issues that shaped their outlook

Moments of failure and subsequent lessons learned

However, it is crucial that the essay does not merely focus on hardship but rather on the transformation
resulting from the experience. Admissions officers look for evidence of growth and a proactive attitude.

Passions and Intellectual Curiosity

Another compelling angle is to write about academic interests, hobbies, or passions that have significantly
influenced one’s life. Essays that delve into how a particular subject or activity ignited curiosity or inspired
future ambitions often stand out. For example, applicants might describe:

A scientific experiment that sparked a love for research

An artistic pursuit that enhanced creativity and self-expression

Community service initiatives that deepened social awareness

Such essays demonstrate motivation and a commitment to personal and intellectual development, qualities
highly valued in competitive admissions.



Identity and Cultural Background

Exploring one’s cultural heritage or identity can provide a rich and authentic essay topic. Many applicants
choose to write about how their background has shaped their worldview or how they navigate cultural
intersections. This theme allows for exploration of diversity and can highlight unique contributions to
campus life. Topics might include:

The impact of immigration or bilingualism

Traditions and family values that influence decision-making

Experiences dealing with societal expectations or stereotypes

These essays offer nuanced insight into the applicant’s context, often fostering empathy and understanding
among admissions readers.

Defining Moments and Epiphanies

Sometimes, a single moment of realization or a life-changing event provides a powerful essay narrative.
This could be an unexpected experience that altered one’s perspective or motivated a shift in priorities. For
instance:

Witnessing an event that prompted a commitment to social justice

A travel experience that broadened horizons

An encounter that challenged previously held beliefs

Essays based on defining moments tend to be memorable because they capture authenticity and depth of
thought.

Evaluating What to Avoid When Choosing College Essay Topics

While the range of potential essay topics is broad, certain themes and approaches are less effective or may



even harm an applicant’s chances. Understanding these pitfalls is essential for writing a standout essay.

Overused or Cliché Topics

Admissions officers frequently see essays about winning the big game, going on a mission trip, or generic
travel stories. While these topics can be compelling if approached with originality and depth, they often
become clichés when written superficially. The key is to find a personal angle that reveals something new
or unexpected rather than reiterating common narratives.

Controversial Topics Without Nuance

Writing about controversial issues such as politics or religion can be risky unless handled with sophistication
and balance. Essays that appear argumentative or one-sided may alienate readers. Applicants should ensure
that such topics reflect critical thinking and personal insight rather than mere opinion.

Excessive Focus on Others

Although it is acceptable to mention influential figures, essays should center on the applicant’s experiences
and reflections. Overemphasis on others’ achievements or stories can detract from the personal nature of the
essay and reduce its impact.

How to Identify the Best Topic for Your College Essay

Selecting the ideal essay topic involves a combination of self-reflection and strategic thinking. Here are
practical steps to guide applicants:

Brainstorm Personal Stories: List significant experiences, challenges, and passions that have shaped1.
who you are.

Assess the Uniqueness: Consider which stories are less common among applicants and can highlight2.
your individuality.

Reflect on Growth: Identify moments that demonstrate learning, change, or development.3.

Connect to Future Goals: Think about how your essay topic aligns with your academic and career4.



aspirations.

Seek Feedback: Share your ideas with mentors or counselors to gauge clarity and impact.5.

This methodical approach ensures that the chosen topic not only resonates personally but also appeals
strategically to admissions committees.

Integrating SEO-Friendly Elements Naturally

From an SEO perspective, incorporating keywords such as “college essay topics,” “how to choose a college
essay subject,” “personal statement ideas,” and “college application essay tips” throughout the article
enhances discoverability. However, these terms should be woven seamlessly into the text to maintain a
natural and professional tone. For example, discussing “how to choose a college essay subject” aligns with
the step-by-step guidance on topic selection, while referencing “personal statement ideas” complements the
thematic suggestions.

Moreover, using related phrases such as “writing about personal growth,” “narrating challenges in essays,”
and “expressing cultural identity in college applications” enriches the semantic profile of the article,
catering to diverse search intents without keyword stuffing.

Balancing Authenticity and Strategy

Ultimately, the most effective college essays strike a balance between genuine self-expression and strategic
presentation. Applicants must write about topics that feel authentic and meaningful while keeping in mind
the qualities that admissions officers prioritize: resilience, curiosity, empathy, and intellectual vitality.

The process of determining what to write college essays about is less about finding a “perfect” topic and
more about selecting one that provides a window into the applicant’s unique world. This nuanced
understanding transforms the essay from a mere application component into a compelling narrative that
resonates with readers and distinguishes the candidate in a highly competitive environment.

What To Write College Essays About

  what to write college essays about: Write Your College Essay in Less Than a Day
Elizabeth Wissner-Gross, 2009-09-15 Strategies from a noted educational consultant on how to ease
the pressure, ace the essay, and gain admission into your top-choice school Getting into college has

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-200/what-to-write-college-essays-about.pdf


become fiercely competitive, which makes the personal-essay part of the application process even
more important–and stressful. But stop worrying! In Write Your College Essay in Less Than a Day,
Elizabeth Wissner-Gross–a top educational strategist in this area who counsels students at schools
across the country–breaks down the harrowing ordeal of essay writing into manageable steps,
leaving you with a fresh, polished, stand-out piece that admissions officers will love to read. Inside
you’ll find • exercises to help you select an essay topic inspired by your most notable
achievements–and winning a Nobel Prize needn’t be one of them • timed chapters (including snack
breaks) to help you brainstorm, create, and critique your essay in only five hours • sample essays
and grading criteria so that you can play the admissions officer–and know what you’re up against •
advice on which writing techniques will score you points–and which could potentially sink your
chances Accessible, savvy, and written with a student’s needs and concerns in mind, Write Your
College Essay in Less Than a Day gives you all the tools you need to compose an original,
professional essay that will help you turn your dream school into a well-deserved reality.
  what to write college essays about: How to Write a Winning College Application Essay,
Revised 4th Edition Michael James Mason, 2000-05-25 Get into the College of Your Dreams An
original and creative essay is one of the keys to getting into the college you've always dreamed of, as
well as to getting the financial aid you deserve. This book gives you everything you need to make
your own unique talents shine in your college application essay. Even if writing is not your strong
point, author Michael James Mason shows you: ·Exactly what admissions officers look for ·What
works—and what doesn't, using actual student essays ·Proven techniques for writing your best essay
·Special tips for SAT and scholarship essays ·A last-minute checklist before you submit your essay
·And much more! Well written, very useful, and highly recommended. —Hunter's Guide to the
College Guides Demystifies one of the most important and challenging parts of the college
application process—the personal essay. . . . An invaluable resource! —Gail Devine, director of
college counseling, Louisville High School, Woodland Hills, California This book taught me what
colleges look for in an essay and showed me how to effectively communicate my thoughts in writing.
—Ryan Miller, University of Virginia graduate
  what to write college essays about: How to Write a Winning College Application Essay,
Revised 4th Edition Michael James Mason, 2011-02-16 Get into the College of Your Dreams An
original and creative essay is one of the keys to getting into the college you've always dreamed of, as
well as to getting the financial aid you deserve. This book gives you everything you need to make
your own unique talents shine in your college application essay. Even if writing is not your strong
point, author Michael James Mason shows you: ·Exactly what admissions officers look for ·What
works—and what doesn't, using actual student essays ·Proven techniques for writing your best essay
·Special tips for SAT and scholarship essays ·A last-minute checklist before you submit your essay
·And much more! Well written, very useful, and highly recommended. —Hunter's Guide to the
College Guides Demystifies one of the most important and challenging parts of the college
application process—the personal essay. . . . An invaluable resource! —Gail Devine, director of
college counseling, Louisville High School, Woodland Hills, California This book taught me what
colleges look for in an essay and showed me how to effectively communicate my thoughts in writing.
—Ryan Miller, University of Virginia graduate
  what to write college essays about: A Guide to Writing College Admissions Essays Cory
M. Franklin, Paul Weingarten, Suzanne Franklin, Linda Black, 2021-04-23 A Guide to Writing
College Admissions Essays provides practical advice and helpful suggestions for students writing
their college admissions essays, primarily the 650-word Common App essay and supplementary
essays that many schools require as part of their admission applications.With more students
applying to college—and those students applying to more schools than ever before—college
admission selection is far more competitive than in the past and the college essay is a key
component. A Guide to Writing College Admissions Essays offers suggestions on good topics to write
about without getting too specific (and just as importantly, what not to write about) and vital tips on
writing approach, grammar, and usage. If used properly, this book will help applicants find their



creative voice and craft a readable, interesting, and unique essay that will attract the college
admissions reader. It just might make a difference in the final admission process.
  what to write college essays about: College Essay Essentials Ethan Sawyer, 2016-07-01 Let
the College Essay Guy take the stress out of writing your college admission essay. Packed with
brainstorming activities, college personal statement samples and more, this book provides a clear,
stress-free roadmap to writing your best admission essay. Writing a college admission essay doesn't
have to be stressful. College counselor Ethan Sawyer (aka The College Essay Guy) will show you that
there are only four (really, four!) types of college admission essays. And all you have to do to figure
out which type is best for you is answer two simple questions: 1. Have you experienced significant
challenges in your life? 2. Do you know what you want to be or do in the future? With these
questions providing the building blocks for your essay, Sawyer guides you through the rest of the
process, from choosing a structure to revising your essay, and answers the big questions that have
probably been keeping you up at night: How do I brag in a way that doesn't sound like bragging?
and How do I make my essay, like, deep? College Essay Essentials will help you with: The best
brainstorming exercises Choosing an essay structure The all-important editing and revisions
Exercises and tools to help you get started or get unstuck College admission essay examples Packed
with tips, tricks, exercises, and sample essays from real students who got into their dream schools,
College Essay Essentials is the only college essay guide to make this complicated process logical,
simple, and (dare we say it?) a little bit fun. The perfect companion to The Fiske Guide To Colleges
2020/2021. For high school counselors and college admission coaches, this is an essential book to
help walk your students through writing a stellar, authentic college essay.
  what to write college essays about: How to Write a Winning College Application Essay
Michael Mason, 1997 Seniors in high school start feeling stressed at the mere thought of writing the
college application essay. They well know the role this crucial document plays in getting into their
university of choice. What they may not know is that there is a right way and a wrong way to writing
the essay. ?I?ve noticed some recurrent bad habits that have hurt otherwise good essays and I have
added mention of them throughout the book, ? says Michael James Mason, author of How to Write a
Winning College Application Essay. ?A student doesn?t have to be a star scholar or a superhero to
write a great application essay. They just have to show on paper that they know some things about
themselves and that life has meaning and perspective.?In How to Write a Winning College
Application Essay, Mason teaches students how to put their best image on paper while letting the
essay speak from their heart about what life means to them. Since the publication of the first two
editions of his practical manual, thousands of students across the nation have used his techniques in
the process of writing their personal statements for college and graduate school. ?Thousands of
good students have been accepted into colleges of their choice because their essays were honest,
moving and sensitive. Their essays revealed their values, insights and spirit, ? says Mason.About the
Author Michael James Mason has helped thousands of students at his College Essay Workshops and
in previous editions of this book. In writing the third edition to this popular book, he looked to the
experiences of real students and admissions officials, the people who write and read the essays in
college applications. He lives in Marina Del Ray, California.
  what to write college essays about: How to Write an Effective College Application Essay
Kim Lifton, Susan Knoppow, 2017-08-31 At last. A short, practical guide that gives students
everything they need to write the types of essays college admissions officers want to read. How to
Write an Effective College Application Essay: The Inside Scoop for Students is for students, high
school counselors, parents and others who want to help students get into the colleges of their
dreams. This easy-to-follow guide offers insight from the authors' decades of experience as writers
and writing teachers and provides tips so students can respond to any application essay prompt.
Most well-meaning experts merely tell students what colleges want; Lifton and Knoppow provide
step-by-step instructions that teach them how to write strong, effective essays, with less stress and
greater confidence. As national experts on writing and application essays, with access to top
admission officers from around the country, Lifton and Knoppow have answers. How to Write an



Effective College Application Essay is part of the Inside Scoop on Writing Anything series - simple,
straightforward guides to help adults and students master challenging writing tasks.
  what to write college essays about: College Essay Journal Corinne Smith, Ann Merrell,
2022-04-19 From college admissions and advising experts, Corinne Smith and Ann Merrell, comes a
Mindful ManualTM to help you navigate the college essay. Thinking about the future and what you
will accomplish in college and beyond is an exciting and thrilling endeavor. Yet, when it comes to
college applications, often the most daunting task lies in writing the essays. With all the twists and
turns of the college admissions process, writing your story should not be the most overwhelming and
intimidating part of the journey. Equipped with the College Essay Journal, you will become better
prepared, focused, and organized as you begin applying to various colleges and universities. Infused
with multiple positive and mindful techniques, the College Essay Journal helps to: * Gather
application content and brainstorm essay topics that are important to you * Build the foundation of
your essays by encouraging you to examine and share aspects of your identity, values, and goals
through guided prompts * Slow down the process to allow for true reflection and deep thinking *
And much more The College Essay Journal is a game-changer. This 30-day Mindful ManualTM is
essential in helping to craft an exceptional and authentic college application.
  what to write college essays about: College Admission Essays For Dummies Jessica
Brenner, 2021-09-28 College is supposed to be fun, remember? Take the stress out of the admissions
process with expert advice on writing personal essays. College can be an absolute blast. But making
it into your dream school is no easy feat. Don't be intimidated—College Admission Essays For
Dummies is here to alleviate your anxieties and help you craft an unforgettable personal essay with
the potential to impress any admissions committee. This helpful guide walks you through every step
of the writing process, from brainstorming and prep to the final polishes and submission. You'll learn
how to make your essay stand out from the ocean of other applicants and get your personality to pop
off the page. In addition to stellar examples of essays that got their writers into their first-choice
schools, you'll get the inside scoop on how to: Use writing to transform you from a statistic into a
compelling and attractive candidate Illustrate who you are through vivid storytelling and
self-reflection Deal with writer's block and essay anxiety to get the most out of your time Learn
about the most common question types and get your admissions officer's attention with your short
answers With colleges around the country beginning to discount the impact of SAT and ACT scores,
the personal essay is more important than ever. College Admission Essays For Dummies is the
up-to-date roadmap you need to navigate your way to the perfect college essay.
  what to write college essays about: Cracking the College Essay Millennial Prep,
2021-04-15 Writing a high-stakes essay about yourself can be daunting. Even if you have a story in
mind, how do you present yourself effectively to a college admissions committee, let alone in a 650
word essay? What are the essential ingredients of a successful college essay? One approach is to
think of a college essay as a bullseye. The smallest circle of a bullseye is comprised of your story.
Accompanying your story is the the outer circle, which represents insights, realizations, and
reflections that flow from your story. The widest circle of the bullseye ties the details of the story
together and comes in the final paragraph. This guide, written by Harvard and UC Berkeley alumni,
discusses these components in-depth, and much more, to help you craft a story that reflects who you
are in the best light possible. The concepts in this guide are driven home through an in-depth
analysis of five model essays. Think of these model essays as toolboxes. By picking and choosing
which approaches work best for your essay, you'll leave ready to craft your winning essay.
  what to write college essays about: College Admission Essays For Dummies Geraldine
Woods, 2003-03-07 The competition to get into your college of choice has never been fiercer.
Unfortunately, much of the application process is out of your hands. But one major aspect of the
admission process is under your control—your personal statement. Your application essay provides
you with the opportunity to let your true, unique and totally irresistible self shine through. College
Admission Essays For Dummies is your total guide to crafting application essays that will make
people sit up and take notice. It demystifies the authority figures who’ll judge your work, helps you



decide what to write, and then arms you with the knowledge and skills you need to write your essay
on time and on target. Step by step, it walks you through the entire essay-writing process, offering
priceless tips on how to: Choose the best topic, tone, and structure for your essay Capture the
crucial stories that reveal who you are Avoid common pitfalls that can sabotage your application
Overcome writer’s block Know how to respond to unusual and off-the-wall essay questions Write
successful short answers to specific application questions College admission guru Geraldine Woods
punctures common myths about application essays and tells you what you absolutely must do to
write a good one. With the help of many inspiring and instructive killer essays, she shows you how
to: Put yourself in the right mental state for writing well Gather ideas, focus on a topic and choose
the best structure for your essay Use topic sentences, detail, and strong introductions and
conclusions Write a rough draft Show rather than tell your story Make sure your spelling and
grammar are pitch perfect Create smooth transitions and avoid repetitions Your college application
essay is your chance to show the committee that you’re more than just a statistic. Let College
Admission Essays For Dummies show you how to write “admit-clinching” college essays.
  what to write college essays about: A Guide to Writing College Admissions Essays Cory M.
Franklin, Paul Weingarten, Suzanne Franklin, Linda Black, 2021-04-23 A Guide to Writing College
Admissions Essays provides practical advice and helpful suggestions for students writing their
college admissions essays, primarily the 650-word Common App essay and supplementary essays
that many schools require as part of their admission applications.With more students applying to
college—and those students applying to more schools than ever before—college admission selection
is far more competitive than in the past and the college essay is a key component. A Guide to Writing
College Admissions Essays offers suggestions on good topics to write about without getting too
specific (and just as importantly, what not to write about) and vital tips on writing approach,
grammar, and usage. If used properly, this book will help applicants find their creative voice and
craft a readable, interesting, and unique essay that will attract the college admissions reader. It just
might make a difference in the final admission process.
  what to write college essays about: Write Your Way In Rachel Toor, 2017-08-03 “Toor’s
style is friendly, funny, and genuinely compelling, exhorting students to go deeper with their writing
even (and especially) when the stakes are high.” —School Library Journal Writing, for most of us, is
bound up with anxiety. It’s even worse when it feels like your whole future—or at least where you’ll
spend the next four years in college—is on the line. It’s easy to understand why so many high school
seniors put off working on their applications until the last minute or end up with a generic and
clichéd essay. The good news? You already have the “secret sauce” for crafting a compelling
personal essay: your own experiences and your unique voice. The best essays rarely catalog how
students have succeeded or achieved. Good writing shows the reader how you’ve struggled and
describes mistakes you’ve made. Excellent essays express what you’re fired up about, illustrate how
you think, and illuminate the ways you’ve grown. More than twenty million students apply to college
every year; many of them look similar in terms of test scores, grades, courses taken, extracurricular
activities. Admissions officers wade through piles of files. As an applicant, you need to think about
what will interest an exhausted reader. What can you write that will make her argue to admit you
instead of the thousands of other applicants? A good essay will be conversational and rich in vivid
details, and it could only be written by one person—you. This book will help you figure out how to
find and present the best in yourself. You’ll acquire some useful tools for writing well—and may even
have fun—in the process.
  what to write college essays about: Conquering the College Admissions Essay in 10 Steps,
Third Edition Alan Gelb, 2017-06-20 The definitive guide to writing an amazing essay and mastering
the college applications process. Writing a memorable personal statement can seem like an
overwhelming project for a young college applicant, but college essay coach Alan Gelb's organized
and encouraging step-by-step instructions take the intimidation out of the process, enabling
applicants to craft a meaningful and polished college admissions essay. Gelb teaches students to
identify an engaging topic and use creative writing techniques to compose a vivid statement that will



reflect their individuality. A consistent top-seller in the college prep category, Conquering the
College Admissions Essay in 10 Easy Steps has been revised to include extra information on
supplemental and waitlist essays. This much-needed handbook will help applicants win over the
admissions dean, while preparing them to write better papers once they've been accepted. For more,
visit the author’s website at www.conquerthecollegeessay.com.
  what to write college essays about: How to Write Your College Application Essay
Kenneth Nourse, 2001-04-17 How to Write Your College Application Essay guides prospective
college students through the entire process of creating a thoughtful, organized essay--from selecting
a topic to proofreading a final draft. It also gives the reader an insider's perspective on what the
committee looks for in an essay. Includes sample essays and tips on style.
  what to write college essays about: 100 Successful College Application Essays , 2002 An
updated guide to college applications essays offers one hundred complete essays that helped gain
students admission to the country's top schools, as well as provides helpful advice from admissions
officers. Original.
  what to write college essays about: The "I Hate to Write" Guide to College Level Essays Beth
Daniels, 2017-12-29 THE I HATE TO WRITE GUIDE TO COLLEGE LEVEL ESSAYS: 4 IN 1 does not
replace the required text books in English Composition courses but it does explain how to write an
essay at this level without using academic words like thesis. I never understood what that meant
when I was an undergraduate, so I don't expected everyone to know what it means...but I do explain
what it is in regular language. The four volumes grouped together here have appeared in e-book
form but never as a print copy. It was probably past time to offer another option. The reason I wrote
BASIC ESSAY, BOOK CRITIQUE, and RESEARCH PAPER is that they were the first essays students
were required to wrote -- not just in composition class but in other courses. CHOOSING A TOPIC is
something that has boggled many a mind. These are my guidelines and enough students told me that
the way I detailed essay requirements finally allowed the light bulb moment of understanding the
process be lit for them. Hopefully you'll find something helpful, too.
  what to write college essays about: College Admission Essays For Dummies Jessica Brenner,
2021-10-26 College is supposed to be fun, remember? Take the stress out of the admissions process
with expert advice on writing personal essays. College can be an absolute blast. But making it into
your dream school is no easy feat. Don't be intimidated—College Admission Essays For Dummies is
here to alleviate your anxieties and help you craft an unforgettable personal essay with the potential
to impress any admissions committee. This helpful guide walks you through every step of the writing
process, from brainstorming and prep to the final polishes and submission. You'll learn how to make
your essay stand out from the ocean of other applicants and get your personality to pop off the page.
In addition to stellar examples of essays that got their writers into their first-choice schools, you'll
get the inside scoop on how to: Use writing to transform you from a statistic into a compelling and
attractive candidate Illustrate who you are through vivid storytelling and self-reflection Deal with
writer's block and essay anxiety to get the most out of your time Learn about the most common
question types and get your admissions officer's attention with your short answers With colleges
around the country beginning to discount the impact of SAT and ACT scores, the personal essay is
more important than ever. College Admission Essays For Dummies is the up-to-date roadmap you
need to navigate your way to the perfect college essay.
  what to write college essays about: Write Out Loud: Use the Story To College Method,
Write Great Application Essays, and Get into Your Top Choice College Carol Barash,
2013-09-06 Tell your story and connect with the college of your dreams for admission and financial
aid If everyone wrote essays like this, admissions officers would have to take every student's essay
seriously. --Steve LeMenager, founder of Edvice Princeton and former director of admission at
Princeton University With patience, contagious confidence, and plenty of real-life examples, Carol
illuminates a process that can help anyone discover and articulate those stories that will help them
stand out in their own way, and in their own words. --Shelley Krause, college counselor, Rutgers
Preparatory School, and curator of the College Lists Wiki Because the college essay offers applicants



their lone opportunity to demonstrate what truly matters to them, and to share the qualities that
make them unique, the stakes could not be any higher. With meticulous detail, Barash delivers a
foolproof plan for helping college applicants strike essay gold. --Chad Troutwine, cofounder and CEO
of Veritas Prep To write out loud is to write and speak in a way that makes people pay attention.
Write Out Loud teaches the Story To College program--with its proven storytelling-based approach,
the Moments Method. This program has helped more than 8,000 students from high schools in the
United States and around the world create effective, authentic application essays to win admission
and financial aid at their top college choices. Write Out Loud enables anyone to masterfully
integrate past experiences and future ambitions into successful application essays and interviews.
The guided exercises help college essay writers get past the stress and confusion of writing about
themselves. Write Out Loud reveals how to find unique topics for compelling essays, shows how to
make the transition from a spoken story to a written essay, and provides examples of successful
essays. The book also walks students through the Common Application, the online college
application form used by more than 500 colleges and universities in the US and abroad. Inside,
students will find: The 12 tools of the Moments Method Specific guidance for completing the
Common Application Charts and checklists to organize essays and supplements Insight from
admissions officers on what characterizes a successful college application essay With Write Out
Loud, students build confidence to show their best selves in writing and to gain admission into the
college or university they desire.
  what to write college essays about: Write Your Way Into College George Ehrenhaft, 1987
A practical guide to writing essays for college admission.
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