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War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells: A Timeless Tale of Alien Invasion and Human Resilience

war of the worlds by hg wells stands as one of the most influential works in the science fiction genre,

captivating readers for well over a century. Written by H.G. Wells and first published in 1898, this novel

explores the dramatic and chilling account of an extraterrestrial invasion on Earth. Its blend of

imaginative storytelling, social commentary, and suspense has made it a timeless classic, inspiring

countless adaptations and discussions about humanity's place in the universe. Whether you're a

longtime fan or new to the story, understanding the essence and impact of "War of the Worlds" offers

valuable insights into science fiction’s evolution and cultural reflections.

The Origins and Context of War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells

To truly appreciate the significance of war of the worlds by hg wells, it helps to consider the historical

and literary backdrop against which it was created. H.G. Wells was writing during the late Victorian

era, a time of rapid scientific advancement and imperial expansion. The idea of alien life and the

potential for space travel was beginning to capture the public imagination, fueled by discoveries in

astronomy and physics.

A Reflection of Victorian Anxiety

Wells used his novel not just to tell a thrilling story but also to comment on the anxieties of his time.

The British Empire was at its peak, yet there was growing unease about the consequences of

colonialism and the vulnerability of civilization. The Martian invasion serves as a metaphor for imperial

conquest, flipping the script to show humanity as the invaded rather than the invader. This role

reversal invites readers to reflect on the ethics of empire and the fragility of progress.



Innovative Storytelling Techniques

One of the reasons war of the worlds by hg wells remains so compelling is its narrative style. The

story is told through the eyes of an unnamed protagonist, which grounds the extraordinary events in a

relatable human perspective. Wells also employed a pseudo-journalistic approach, presenting the

invasion as a factual account that adds a layer of realism. This technique was quite innovative at the

time and helped set a precedent for modern science fiction storytelling.

Plot Overview: The Martian Invasion Unfolds

At its core, war of the worlds by hg wells chronicles the sudden and devastating arrival of Martians on

Earth. The novel opens with mysterious cylinders crashing near London, soon revealing themselves to

be vessels carrying hostile extraterrestrial beings equipped with highly advanced technology.

The Martians’ Technological Superiority

The Martians possess machines known as tripods—three-legged war machines armed with heat-rays

and chemical weapons. Their technology far surpasses anything humanity has, rendering traditional

military efforts ineffective. This stark contrast highlights themes of vulnerability and the limits of human

ingenuity when faced with the unknown.

Survival and Human Spirit

As the invasion progresses, the story focuses on the protagonist's struggle to survive and make sense

of the chaos. The narrative captures the breakdown of societal order, the panic of civilians, and

moments of profound bravery. Wells doesn’t shy away from portraying human fear and desperation but

also emphasizes resilience and adaptability.



The Legacy of War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells in Popular

Culture

The influence of war of the worlds by hg wells extends far beyond its original publication. Its

compelling narrative and imaginative concepts have inspired a wide array of adaptations and

reinterpretations across multiple media.

Radio Broadcasts and Their Impact

Perhaps the most famous adaptation is the 1938 radio drama directed by Orson Welles, which

famously caused panic among listeners who believed the Martian invasion was real. This event

demonstrated the power of media and storytelling to shape perception and remains a pivotal moment

in broadcasting history.

Film and Television Adaptations

Over the decades, war of the worlds by hg wells has been adapted into numerous films and TV

shows, each bringing its own vision to the story. Notable adaptations include the 1953 and 2005 films,

which update the setting and special effects to reflect contemporary anxieties about technology and

extraterrestrial threats.

Influence on Science Fiction Literature

Wells’ novel helped define many conventions of the alien invasion subgenre. Themes of advanced

technology, human vulnerability, and societal collapse have recurred in countless works since. Authors

like Arthur C. Clarke and Stephen King have acknowledged Wells’ influence, and the novel continues



to be studied in academic settings for its pioneering role.

Exploring Themes and Symbolism in War of the Worlds

Beyond its thrilling plot, war of the worlds by hg wells is rich with themes that resonate even today.

Imperialism and Colonial Critique

As mentioned earlier, the novel critiques the British Empire’s colonial practices by depicting humans as

victims of a superior invading force. This inversion challenges readers to empathize with those

subjected to conquest and questions the morality of imperialism.

Science and Progress

Wells was fascinated by science and its potential, but he also warned of its dangers. The Martians’

technological dominance serves as a cautionary tale about unchecked scientific advancement and the

ethical responsibilities that come with it.

Survival and Human Nature

The novel explores how individuals and societies respond under extreme pressure. It delves into fear,

cowardice, courage, and the instinct to survive, presenting a nuanced picture of humanity in crisis.



Why War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells Still Matters Today

In a world where technological and scientific breakthroughs continue at a rapid pace, the questions

raised by war of the worlds by hg wells remain relevant. The novel invites us to consider how humanity

might respond to unknown challenges beyond our planet and how we grapple with the consequences

of our own advancements.

Moreover, the story serves as a reminder of the importance of humility and preparedness. The

Martians’ defeat, ultimately caused by Earth's bacteria rather than human force, underscores the

unpredictable nature of survival and the interconnectedness of life.

For readers and enthusiasts of science fiction, revisiting war of the worlds by hg wells offers a chance

to engage with a foundational text that shaped the genre’s trajectory. Aspiring writers can learn from

Wells’ masterful blending of scientific speculation, social commentary, and gripping narrative to create

stories that entertain and provoke thought.

---

The enduring appeal of war of the worlds by hg wells lies in its ability to combine thrilling storytelling

with profound reflections on humanity. Its vivid depiction of alien invasion, human resilience, and

societal upheaval continues to captivate audiences and stimulate conversations about our place in the

cosmos. Whether encountered in book form or through one of its many adaptations, the tale remains a

powerful exploration of fear, hope, and the unknown.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'War of the Worlds' by H.G. Wells?

The central theme of 'War of the Worlds' is the conflict between humanity and an invading Martian

force, exploring themes of survival, imperialism, and the vulnerability of human civilization.



When was 'War of the Worlds' first published?

'War of the Worlds' was first published in 1898 as a serialized story and later as a novel.

How does H.G. Wells depict the Martians in 'War of the Worlds'?

H.G. Wells depicts the Martians as technologically advanced, ruthless invaders with superior weaponry

and a lack of empathy towards humans.

What narrative style is used in 'War of the Worlds'?

The novel is written in the first-person narrative style, following the experiences of an unnamed

protagonist as he witnesses the Martian invasion.

How has 'War of the Worlds' influenced science fiction?

'War of the Worlds' has significantly influenced science fiction by popularizing the alien invasion genre

and inspiring numerous adaptations in literature, film, radio, and television.

What role does the setting play in 'War of the Worlds'?

The setting in late 19th-century England provides a familiar backdrop that contrasts with the

extraordinary alien invasion, emphasizing the shock and disruption caused by the Martians.

Are there any notable adaptations of 'War of the Worlds'?

Yes, notable adaptations include the 1938 radio drama by Orson Welles, several films such as the

1953 and 2005 versions, and various television series and graphic novels.

What is the significance of the ending of 'War of the Worlds'?

The ending, where the Martians are defeated by Earth's bacteria, highlights the theme of nature's

unpredictability and suggests that despite technological superiority, invaders can be vulnerable to the

smallest elements of the environment.



Additional Resources

War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells: A Timeless Exploration of Extraterrestrial Invasion and Human

Resilience

war of the worlds by hg wells stands as one of the most influential works in the science fiction genre,

weaving a compelling narrative about humanity’s encounter with an otherworldly menace. Published in

1898, this seminal novel has not only captivated readers for over a century but has also inspired

numerous adaptations and scholarly discussions. This article delves deeply into the themes, narrative

structure, historical context, and enduring legacy of War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells, highlighting why

it remains a cornerstone of speculative fiction.

Historical and Literary Context of War of the Worlds by H.G.

Wells

To fully appreciate War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells, it is essential to consider the socio-political

climate during which it was written. The late 19th century was marked by rapid technological

advancements, imperial expansion, and a burgeoning interest in astronomy and the possibility of life

beyond Earth. Wells, a contemporary of other notable writers such as Jules Verne, tapped into these

cultural currents to craft a narrative that was as much a reflection on human hubris and vulnerability as

it was a thrilling tale of alien invasion.

The novel’s publication coincided with a period when British imperialism was at its zenith, and the fear

of colonization was a lived reality for many. Wells cleverly inverted this dynamic by positioning humans

as the colonized rather than the colonizers, effectively challenging prevailing notions of superiority and

control. This reversal is a critical aspect of the book’s lasting appeal and its relevance in discussions

about colonialism and ethics.



Plot Overview and Narrative Style

War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells unfolds through the perspective of an unnamed narrator, whose

detailed account provides a ground-level view of the Martian invasion of Earth. The story begins with

mysterious cylinders crashing onto the English countryside, from which emerge technologically

advanced Martians with formidable weaponry. The subsequent chaos and destruction serve as a

backdrop for exploring human reactions ranging from panic and despair to resilience and ingenuity.

Wells employs a journalistic and realistic narrative style, which was innovative for science fiction at the

time. The meticulous descriptions of the Martians’ machines, the devastation wrought upon cities, and

the psychological turmoil experienced by characters create an immersive reading experience. This

approach enhances the plausibility of the story and invites readers to ponder the implications of such

an event.

Thematic Exploration in War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells

Several interwoven themes contribute to the depth and complexity of War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells.

These themes elevate the novel beyond a mere alien invasion tale, positioning it as a profound

commentary on humanity and its place in the universe.

Human Vulnerability and Technological Hubris

One of the central themes is the vulnerability of human civilization in the face of superior technology.

The Martians’ advanced weaponry and mobility underscore the limitations of human defenses and

highlight the fragility of what was considered an invincible empire. Wells’s depiction serves as a

cautionary tale about overreliance on technology and complacency in the face of emerging threats.



Colonialism and the Role Reversal

As noted earlier, the novel functions as an allegory for colonialism. The Martians’ invasion parallels the

experience of colonized peoples worldwide, with the British—and by extension, Western

readers—placed in the position of the oppressed. This theme challenges readers to reconsider

assumptions about cultural and technological superiority and encourages empathy for those subjected

to imperial domination.

Survival and Human Resilience

Despite the overwhelming odds, War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells also highlights human resilience.

The narrator’s journey through devastation and his observations of various characters’ responses

reflect a spectrum of survival instincts, from selfishness to altruism. The novel ultimately suggests that

adaptability and perseverance are key to overcoming existential threats.

Influence and Legacy of War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells

The impact of War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells extends far beyond its initial publication. It has been

adapted into various media, including the famous 1938 radio broadcast by Orson Welles, which

famously caused public panic due to its realistic presentation. The novel’s influence is evident in

countless films, television shows, and literature that explore themes of alien invasion and human

survival.

Adaptations Across Media

Radio: The 1938 Mercury Theatre broadcast remains a landmark in American radio history and



demonstrates the novel’s power to engage and unsettle audiences.

Film: Multiple film adaptations, notably the 1953 and 2005 versions, reinterpret the story for

contemporary audiences, each emphasizing different aspects of the source material.

Literature: War of the Worlds has inspired sequels, retellings, and critical essays that expand on

its themes and explore its relevance in modern contexts.

Scientific and Cultural Relevance

Wells’s foresight in imagining extraterrestrial life and advanced technology predates many actual

scientific discoveries. The novel contributed to popularizing the concept of Mars as a possible habitat

for intelligent beings, influencing both scientific inquiry and public imagination. Moreover, its exploration

of existential threats resonates with contemporary concerns about global crises, from pandemics to

climate change.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Perspectives

Since its release, War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells has been the subject of extensive literary criticism.

Scholars praise its innovative narrative technique and thematic richness while also debating its

portrayal of race, imperialism, and morality. Some critiques focus on Wells’s representation of the

Martians as a symbol of the “Other” and consider how this reflects late Victorian anxieties.

Despite occasional criticism, the novel’s status as a classic remains unchallenged. Its ability to provoke

thought and inspire creativity continues to make it a staple in academic curricula and popular culture.

The enduring relevance of War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells is a testament to the author’s visionary



storytelling and keen insight into human nature. As new generations encounter this work, its themes

continue to spark dialogue about humanity’s place in the cosmos and the ethical implications of

technological progress.
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  war of the worlds by hg wells: THE WAR OF THE WORLDS. BY H. G. WELLS. H. G. Wells,
1953
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds H. G. Wells, 2009 The classic
science-fiction novel by HG Wells. Facing ecological disaster on their own planet, the Martians
invade Earth, landing in Victorian England. Their alien fighting machines are unstoppable -- until the
other-worldly conquerors meet an adversary that even their advanced technology cannot defeat.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds - H.G. Wells H.G. Wells, 2021-06-10
The War of the Worlds (1898), by H. G. Wells, is an early science fiction novel which describes an
invasion of England by aliens from Mars. It is one of the earliest and best-known depictions of an
alien invasion of Earth, and has influenced many others, as well as spawning several films, radio
dramas, comic book adaptations, and a television series based on the story. The 1938 radio
broadcast caused public outcry against the episode, as many listeners believed that an actual
Martian invasion was in progress, a notable example of mass hysteria.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War Of The Worlds : Om Illustrated Classics H G Wells,
2018-10 The inhabitants of Mars have attacked Earth! It’s pandemonium everywhere. Cities and
countryside are razed to the ground as dreaded aliens unleash their fiery power. Nobody realises
that the world, as they know it, is coming to an end when a flaming spaceship hits the earth and out
come strange creatures ready to devour everything that comes in their path. Can the world be saved
at all? Will these strange, tentacled aliens be stopped before all is burnt and lost forever? Will the
earth bloom again? Find out as you read the thrilling story of the time when two worlds fought the
most destructive war ever.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds, by H. G. Wells,... Herbert George Wells,
1898
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds H G Wells, 2020-01-09 The War of the
Worlds (1898), by H. G. Wells, is an early science fiction novel which describes an invasion of
England by aliens from Mars. It is one of the earliest and best-known depictions of an alien invasion
of Earth, and has influenced many others, as well as spawning several films, radio dramas, comic
book adaptations, and a television series based on the story. The 1938 radio broadcast caused public
outcry against the episode, as many listeners believed that an actual Martian invasion was in
progress, a notable example of mass hysteria.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells (Illustrated) H G Wells,
2021-03-13 For more than one hundred years H. G. Wells' classic science fiction tale of the Martian
invasion of Earth has enthralled readers with a combination of imagination and incisive commentary
on the imbalance of power that continues to be relevant today. No one would have believed in the
last years of the nineteenth century that this world was being watched keenly and closely by
intelligences greater than man's and yet as mortal as his own.... So begins The War of the Worlds,
the science fiction classic that first proposed the possibility of intelligent life on other planets and
has enthralled readers for generations. This compelling tale describes the Martian invasion of earth.
When huge, tireless creatures land in England, complete chaos erupts. Using their fiery heat rays
and crushing strength, the aliens just may succeed in silencing all opposition. Is life on earth

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-200/war-of-the-worlds-by-hg-wells.pdf


doomed? Will mankind survive? A timeless view of a universe turned upside down, The War of the
Worlds is an ingenious and imaginative look into the possibilities of the future and the secrets yet to
be revealed. Complete Original Unabridged Illustrated with book-end doodles about reading
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells H G Wells, 2021-01-19
One of the greatest books ever written. A splendid masterpiece...
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds H. G. Wells, 2023-08-29 The narrator
tells of witnessing the unstoppable onslaught of invaders from Mars, leading toward the seemingly
inevitable downfall of mankind in this landmark of the literary imagination and foundational novel of
the science fiction genre. First published in 1897 and never out of print since, The War of the Worlds
is told in a lucid, almost documentary, style. The realistically depicted setting, with cities and streets
accurately described, gives the Martian attack, and the subsequent collapse of order in Victorian
England, unforgettable impact. The British Empire brings its mightiest war machines to bear to no
avail as the fleeing narrator is reduced to hiding in the ruins of civilization while being stalked by an
inhuman enemy. Adapted repeatedly to film and television, the novel's central concept of humanity
under attack by extraterrestrials has never ceased resonating in pop culture and may have inspired
more imitations than any other trope in the science fiction genre. It is a tribute to the capacious
imagination of H.G. Wells that this novel retains both a sense of otherworldly wonder and a
harrowing intensity to this day. With an eye-catching new cover, and professionally typeset
manuscript, this edition of The War of the Worlds is both modern and readable.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds Herbert George Wells, 2005 H.G.
Wells's spellbinding account of an invasion from outer space is the first and still the best of all such
stories. Ten massive, super-intelligent aliens from Mars touch down in Victorian England and
threaten to reduce the civilized world to cinder in short order, as humanity's vaunted knowledge
proves to be of little use in such an emergency.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells (Illustrated
Classics) H G Wells, 2021-03-09 For more than one hundred years H. G. Wells' classic science
fiction tale of the Martian invasion of Earth has enthralled readers with a combination of
imagination and incisive commentary on the imbalance of power that continues to be relevant today.
No one would have believed in the last years of the nineteenth century that this world was being
watched keenly and closely by intelligences greater than man's and yet as mortal as his own.... So
begins The War of the Worlds, the science fiction classic that first proposed the possibility of
intelligent life on other planets and has enthralled readers for generations. This compelling tale
describes the Martian invasion of earth. When huge, tireless creatures land in England, complete
chaos erupts. Using their fiery heat rays and crushing strength, the aliens just may succeed in
silencing all opposition. Is life on earth doomed? Will mankind survive? A timeless view of a universe
turned upside down, The War of the Worlds is an ingenious and imaginative look into the
possibilities of the future and the secrets yet to be revealed. The War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells
(Illustrated)
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds / H. G. Wells / World Literature
Classics / Illustrated with Doodles H G Wells, 2021-02-20 One of the classics masterpieces of the
written world. A must-read. Illustrated with doodles Complete and Unabridged One of the most
famous science-fiction stories ever written, The War of the Worlds helped launch the entire genre by
exploiting the concept of interplanetary travel. First published in 1898, the novel terrified readers of
the Victorian era with its account of an invasion of hostile creatures from Mars who moved across
the English landscape in bizarre metal transports, using deadly heat rays to destroy buildings and
annihilate all life in their path. Its power to stir the imagination was made abundantly clear when
Orson Welles adapted the story for a radio drama on Halloween night in 1938 and created a national
panic. Despite readers' increasing sophistication about space travel and interplanetary invaders, The
War of the Worlds remains a riveting reading experience. Its narrative energy, intensity, and striking
originality remain undiminished, ready to thrill a new generation of readers with old-fashioned
storytelling power.



  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds By H. G. Wells (Annotated Edition) H G
Wells, 2020-10-31 The unnamed narrator from Woking, England, begins by comparing the
unsuspecting human population to the contents of a slide on a microscope, those contents as
unaware of the beings observing them as the Earthlings are of the Martians with intellects vast and
cool and unsympathetic who watch them as they go about their daily activities. He claims Mars is
older than Earth and wonders why man-so blinded by his vanity-has failed to recognize for so long
the probability of the existence of intelligent life on its neighboring planet. He observes that just as
Mars is cooling as it ages and its inhabitants long for a younger, verdant world, so too must
humanity face the same fate. Foreshadowing the destruction the aliens will bring, the narrator
reminds readers of the cruelty that humans have also brought on their fellow beings, as when native
Tasmanians were wiped out by British colonialists off the coast of Australia.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of The Worlds (Unabridged) H. G. Wells, 2023-12-05
In 'The War of The Worlds,' H. G. Wells masterfully interweaves elements of science fiction with
social commentary, crafting a gripping narrative that explores humanity's reaction to extraterrestrial
invasion. Written in 1898 during the dawn of the science fiction genre, this unabridged novel utilizes
vivid imagery and an immersive, realistic style, positioning readers within the chaotic landscape of a
Martian attack. Wells's remarkable foresight in addressing themes of colonialism, the fragility of
civilization, and the ethical implications of scientific advancement resonates today, making the text a
profound reflection on human nature and societal structures. H. G. Wells, often referred to as the
'father of science fiction,' crafted this seminal work during a time of rapid technological progress
and imperial expansion in Britain. His experiences as a science teacher and his philosophical
inquiries into the relationship between science and society undoubtedly influenced his portrayal of
the Martian invasion, serving as both a cautionary tale and a lens through which to scrutinize the
anxieties of his era. 'The War of The Worlds' is essential reading for those intrigued by the origins of
science fiction or the enduring questions it raises about human survival and moral responsibility. A
cornerstone of literature, this novel captivates and challenges, beckoning readers to confront the
unknown lurking beyond the bounds of our world.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: Illustrated The War of the Worlds by H. G. Wells H G
Wells, 2020-11-20 This classic 1898 science fiction novel has teeth to it, and it's not just the
Martians. The War of the Worlds is a lot more thoughtfully written than I had remembered. In
between deadly heat rays, huge tripod machines striding around the country killing everything in
their path, and bloodthirsty Martians trying to take over Earth (starting with Great Britain), there's
also critique of colonialism, religious hypocrisy, and even how humans treat animals. The ways in
which people react in a crisis is given just as much attention as the Martians' actions.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds (illustrated) H. G. Wells, 2018-03-06 The
War of the Worlds (illustrated)The War of the Worlds (1898), by H. G. Wells, is an early science
fiction novel which describes an invasion of England by aliens from Mars. It is one of the earliest and
best-known depictions of an alien invasion of Earth, and has influenced many others, as well as
spawning several films, radio dramas, comic book adaptations, and a television series based on the
story. The 1938 radio broadcast caused public outcry against the episode, as many listeners believed
that an actual Martian invasion was in progress, a notable example of mass hysteria.the war of the
worlds by h.g. wells / the war of the worlds graphic novel / the war of the worlds penguin classics /
the war of the worlds and other novels / the war of the worlds book / the war of the worlds hg wells /
the war of the worlds wells / The War of the Worlds kindle book
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The Time Machine Herbert George Wells, 2002 Two books in
one, this volume contains both of H. G. Wells' most popular science fiction classics: The Time
Machine and The War of the Worlds.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds H. G. Wells (Fiction, War, Military)
[Annotated] H G Wells, 2021-06-05 The War of the Worlds (1898), by H. G. Wells, is an early science
fiction novel which describes an invasion of England by aliens from Mars. It is one of the earliest and
best-known depictions of an alien invasion of Earth, and has influenced many others, as well as



spawning several films, radio dramas, comic book adaptations, and a television series based on the
story. The 1938 radio broadcast caused public outcry against the episode, as many listeners believed
that an actual Martian invasion was in progress, a notable example of mass hysteria.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of The Worlds H. G. Wells, 2021-01-01 The War of
the Worlds' is a science fiction novel by English author H. G. Wells. It was first published in 1897. It
is one of the earliest stories that detail a conflict between mankind and an extraterrestrial race. The
novel is the first-person narrative of both an unnamed protagonist in Surrey and of his younger
brother in London as southern England is invaded by Martians.
  war of the worlds by hg wells: The War of the Worlds (Annotated) H G Wells, 2018-10-13
annotations This book is unique because it contains: -a literary criticism when analyzing and reading
the entire book elaborated by Lina MedinaLiterary criticism of the book: The War of the WorldsMars
is an old acquaintance of mankind, documented from Ancient Egypt more than 3,500 years ago. But
it was after the invention of the telescope in the seventeenth century that astronomers began to
understand that this planet shared much in common with ours, such as polar ice caps, winters and
summers, and a physiognomy that could easily be interpreted as a version of Earth turned red and
therefore, with its seas and continents. How can we not imagine that on the other side of the space
there would also be someone watching us?In the 19th century, even reputed scientists admitted the
possibility of life on Mars, imagined as a minor twin of Earth. Thus, it was not shocking that when,
on August 2, 1894, the journal Nature published a brief article reporting a strange luminous
projection on the border between light and shadow on the surface of Mars, the anonymous author of
the text suggested that the This phenomenon would rekindle the old idea that the Martians are
signaling us.The British biologist and author of 'The war of the worlds', Herbert George Wells.That
article did not go unnoticed by a young writer, a British biologist named Herbert George Wells
(September 21, 1866 - August 13, 1946) who followed with interest the advances of his time.
According to OpenMind tells the professor emeritus of International History of the Kingston
University of London (United Kingdom) Peter Beck, author of the new book The War of the Worlds:
From HG Wells to Orson Welles, Jeff Wayne, Steven Spielberg and Beyond (Bloomsbury Publishing,
2016), in October 1888 Wells participated in a student debate in which he defended the idea that
there were all the reasons to suppose that the surface of Mars was occupied by living beings.Add to
this the impression that Wells had produced the industrial landscape of the foundries of
Staffordshire and a conversation he had with his brother about a hypothetical alien invasion; The
result of this cocktail was The War of the Worlds (1898), in which Wells allowed himself the petty
evil of killing his Woking neighbors in painful and eccentric ways, he wrote in a letter. In the novel,
the lights described in Nature, actually an optical effect, were the flashes of the huge cannon that
fired the Martian ships towards Earth.Some of the covers with which appeared the work 'The war of
the worlds'. Credit: Wikimedia CommonsThe war of the worlds has lasted until today as the
paradigmatic novel of the alien invasion. And the truth is that, for the vision of the time, there was a
reason for so much hostility: envy of our warm and humid world on the part of the inhabitants of a
dying planet. The astronomer Percival Lowell postulated the existence of artificial channels on Mars,
built to irrigate their great deserts with their dwindling water reserves. Lowell relied on the
observations of the Italian Giovanni Schiaparelli, who had described rectilinear formations on Mars.
In his novel, Wells mentioned Schiaparelli, but not Lowell; the invasion of the war of the worlds was
not motivated by desertification, but by the progressive cooling of Mars. But had Wells read Lowell?
I understand that there is still debate about it, says Beck.
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