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Thomas Aquinas on Law Morality and Politics: Exploring the Foundations of Justice and
Governance

thomas aquinas on law morality and politics remains one of the most influential
frameworks in Western philosophy, shaping centuries of thought on how human society
should be governed and how morality intertwines with legal structures. His work, deeply
rooted in scholasticism and Christian theology, offers a profound understanding of the
nature of law, the role of morality in politics, and the pursuit of the common good. Whether
you’re a student of philosophy, a lover of political theory, or simply curious about the
foundations of legal ethics, diving into Aquinas's ideas reveals timeless insights that
continue to resonate today.

The Philosophical Context of Thomas Aquinas on
Law, Morality, and Politics

To truly appreciate thomas aquinas on law morality and politics, it’s important to
understand the intellectual backdrop against which he wrote. Living in the 13th century,
Aquinas sought to harmonize Aristotelian philosophy with Christian doctrine, a synthesis
that gave birth to his comprehensive view of natural law and governance. His magnum
opus, *Summa Theologica*, meticulously unpacks how law, morality, and political authority
are interconnected.

At the heart of Aquinas’s thinking is the belief that law is not merely a set of arbitrary rules
imposed by rulers but is deeply rooted in moral order and divine reason. This perspective
challenges modern secular views that sometimes detach law from ethical considerations,
emphasizing instead that a just legal system must be grounded in objective moral truths.

Natural Law: The Foundation of Moral and Legal Order

One of the most significant contributions of thomas aquinas on law morality and politics is
his doctrine of natural law. According to Aquinas, natural law is a participation in the eternal
law—the divine wisdom governing the universe. It is through natural law that humans, by
virtue of reason, can discern basic moral principles essential for human flourishing.

Natural law serves as a universal moral compass, guiding human laws to align with justice
and the common good. Aquinas famously argued that for a human law to be legitimate, it
must be derived from natural law; otherwise, it would be unjust and lack true binding
authority.

This concept helps explain why certain laws, even if enacted by legitimate authorities, can
be considered morally wrong or invalid if they contradict fundamental human rights or



ethical principles.

Understanding the Different Kinds of Law
According to Aquinas

Aquinas’s classification of law is a cornerstone in understanding the relationship between
law, morality, and politics. He identifies four distinct but interrelated types of law, each
serving a different role in guiding human behavior.

1. Eternal Law

Eternal law represents the divine order of the cosmos—God’s unchanging plan for the
universe. It is the ultimate source of all law and morality, perfect and immutable. Humans
participate in this eternal law through natural law.

2. Natural Law

As mentioned earlier, natural law is derived from eternal law and accessible to human
reason. It dictates fundamental moral precepts, such as the preservation of life,
reproduction, education of offspring, and the pursuit of truth and social harmony.

3. Human Law

Human law consists of the statutes and regulations enacted by political authorities. These
laws must be grounded in natural law to be just. Aquinas acknowledges that human law is
necessary to address specific circumstances and maintain order in society.

4. Divine Law

Divine law, revealed through scripture and religious teachings, guides humans toward their
ultimate supernatural end—salvation. While natural law applies broadly to human reason,
divine law provides specific moral directives that transcend human understanding.

This nuanced categorization helps clarify how morality and law interact in political life. For
example, a political leader’s duty is not merely to enforce human laws but to ensure these
laws embody justice by reflecting natural and eternal law principles.



The Role of Morality in Political Authority and
Governance

One of the most compelling aspects of thomas aquinas on law morality and politics is his
insistence that political authority is inherently tied to moral responsibility. For Aquinas, a
legitimate ruler or government must act in accordance with justice and aim for the common
good rather than personal gain or tyranny.

The Common Good as the Purpose of Politics

Aquinas’s political philosophy centers on the idea that the primary purpose of political
governance is to promote the common good. This concept goes beyond individual interests
to embrace the well-being of the entire community. Laws and policies should foster peace,
stability, and the conditions necessary for people to live virtuous and fulfilling lives.

When rulers fail to uphold the common good, their authority becomes suspect. Aquinas
famously argued that laws that conflict with natural law are not true laws and do not oblige
obedience. This introduces a moral check on political power, affirming that citizens have a
right, and sometimes an obligation, to resist unjust laws and rulers.

Justice as the Principle of Political Order

Justice, for Aquinas, is not merely a legal concept but a cardinal virtue that governs all
human interactions and institutions. It requires giving each person their due and ensuring
fairness in the distribution of rights and responsibilities.

In politics, justice demands that laws be crafted and enforced impartially, respecting the
dignity of every individual. Aquinas’s vision anticipates modern ideas about human rights
and the rule of law, highlighting the enduring relevance of his thought.

Limitations and Responsibilities of Political Power

Aquinas acknowledges that political power, while necessary, is subject to moral limits.
Rulers are stewards of the public good and must govern with humility, guided by reason
and virtue. Abuse of power, corruption, and tyranny are condemned as deviations from the
true purpose of political authority.

This perspective encourages a balanced relationship between the governed and the
governors, where laws serve as instruments of justice rather than oppression.



Thomas Aquinas on Law, Morality, and Politics in
Today’s World

The insights of thomas aquinas on law morality and politics continue to influence
contemporary discussions about ethics, governance, and legal philosophy. His integration
of moral principles with political authority offers valuable lessons for modern societies
grappling with questions of justice, human rights, and the legitimacy of laws.

Relevance in Modern Legal and Political Thought

Many legal theorists and philosophers draw on Aquinas’s natural law theory to argue for a
morality-based approach to lawmaking. In debates over issues like human dignity, social
justice, and the limits of state power, Aquinas’s emphasis on aligning law with an objective
moral order provides a compelling framework.

For policymakers, Aquinas’s focus on the common good serves as a reminder that laws
should promote societal welfare rather than sectional interests or partisan agendas. It
challenges leaders to consider ethical dimensions alongside pragmatic concerns.

Challenges and Critiques

While Aquinas’s work is foundational, it is not without criticism. Some argue that his
reliance on divine law and theological premises limits the applicability of his theories in
secular or pluralistic societies. Others question whether natural law can be universally
agreed upon given cultural and moral diversity.

Nevertheless, even critics acknowledge that Aquinas’s efforts to intertwine law, morality,
and politics provoke essential reflections on the nature of justice and the responsibilities of
governance.

Key Takeaways from Thomas Aquinas on Law
Morality and Politics

Understanding thomas aquinas on law morality and politics enriches our grasp of how
ethical principles underpin legal systems and political authority. Here are some essential
points to keep in mind:

Law is rooted in morality: Legitimate laws must reflect universal moral truths
accessible through human reason.

Natural law guides human laws: Natural law serves as a standard against which
human laws are measured for justice.



Political authority serves the common good: The primary role of governance is to
promote the welfare of the entire community.

Justice is central to political order: Fairness and respect for human dignity are
essential for legitimate laws.

Obedience to unjust laws is not required: Citizens have moral grounds to resist
laws that violate natural law principles.

Exploring these themes reveals why Thomas Aquinas remains a pivotal figure in the
ongoing quest to understand the intricate relationship between law, morality, and politics.
His work invites us to reflect deeply on how justice can be realized in human society and
how legal systems can serve not only order but also ethical ideals.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Thomas Aquinas and why is he significant in
discussions of law, morality, and politics?
Thomas Aquinas was a 13th-century Catholic philosopher and theologian whose work
integrated Aristotelian philosophy with Christian theology. He is significant because he
developed a comprehensive framework connecting natural law, morality, and political
authority, profoundly influencing Western legal and ethical thought.

What is Thomas Aquinas's concept of natural law?
Thomas Aquinas's concept of natural law is that it is a set of moral principles inherent in
human nature and discoverable through reason. Natural law serves as a foundation for
human-made laws and guides moral behavior by aligning human actions with their purpose
and the common good.

How did Aquinas differentiate between eternal law,
natural law, and human law?
Aquinas distinguished eternal law as God's overarching plan governing the universe;
natural law as the participation of rational creatures in eternal law, guiding moral actions;
and human law as specific rules created by societies to apply natural law principles in
particular contexts.

According to Aquinas, when is a human law considered
just or unjust?
A human law is just if it aligns with natural law and promotes the common good.
Conversely, it is unjust if it contradicts natural law or harms the common good. Unjust laws
are not true laws and do not have moral obligation to be obeyed.



What role does morality play in Aquinas's political
theory?
In Aquinas's political theory, morality is foundational. Political authority exists to promote
the common good and virtue among citizens. Laws and governance must be grounded in
moral principles derived from natural law to ensure justice and order.

How does Aquinas view the relationship between law
and human reason?
Aquinas views law as fundamentally connected to human reason. Natural law is accessible
through reason, allowing humans to discern right from wrong. Legitimate laws must be
rational, reflect natural law, and guide people toward moral good.

What is the purpose of law according to Thomas
Aquinas?
According to Thomas Aquinas, the purpose of law is to promote the common good, maintain
order, and guide humans toward virtuous living. Laws help regulate behavior in accordance
with reason and moral principles to achieve a well-ordered society.

How did Aquinas influence modern political and legal
thought?
Aquinas influenced modern political and legal thought by providing a systematic theory
linking law, morality, and politics. His ideas on natural law and the moral basis of legal
authority shaped later thinkers, including the development of constitutionalism, human
rights, and just war theory.

Can Aquinas's ideas on law and morality be applied in
secular legal systems today?
Yes, Aquinas's ideas on natural law and the moral foundation of law can be applied in
secular legal systems as a framework for evaluating justice and human rights. While rooted
in a theological context, his emphasis on reason and universal moral principles resonates
with contemporary legal philosophy.

Additional Resources
**Thomas Aquinas on Law, Morality, and Politics: A Timeless Framework for Understanding
Justice**

thomas aquinas on law morality and politics offers a profound exploration of the
interrelationship between legal structures, ethical considerations, and governance. As one
of the most influential medieval philosophers and theologians, Aquinas's synthesis of
Aristotelian philosophy with Christian doctrine provides a foundation that continues to



shape contemporary discourse in jurisprudence, political theory, and moral philosophy. His
insights into natural law, the role of human reason, and the divine order present a nuanced
framework for evaluating the legitimacy of laws and the ethical responsibilities of rulers and
citizens alike.

Foundations of Aquinas’s Thought on Law and
Morality

At the heart of Aquinas's philosophy is the concept of *law* as an ordinance of reason for
the common good, promulgated by one who has care of the community. This definition,
drawn from his seminal work, *Summa Theologica*, underscores the rational and
purposeful nature of law. For Aquinas, the legitimacy of law is not derived merely from the
power of the legislator but from its alignment with reason and justice.

Aquinas distinguishes four types of law, each playing a critical role in the moral and political
order:

Eternal Law: The divine wisdom that governs the universe, accessible only indirectly
to human beings.

Natural Law: The participation of human beings in eternal law, discernible through
reason and common to all humanity.

Human Law: The specific ordinances enacted by societies to regulate human
behavior, which should be grounded in natural law.

Divine Law: Revealed law found in scripture, guiding humans toward their
supernatural end.

This hierarchical structure reflects Aquinas’s integration of theology with practical
governance, emphasizing that laws contrary to natural law are unjust and lack true legality.

Natural Law and the Moral Order

Aquinas’s natural law theory is pivotal to understanding his views on morality and politics.
Natural law is not merely a set of arbitrary rules; rather, it is rooted in human nature and
reason, prescribing fundamental precepts such as the preservation of life, reproduction,
education of offspring, and the pursuit of truth and social harmony. These precepts form
the moral bedrock upon which human laws should be constructed.

The intrinsic connection between law and morality in Aquinas’s thought challenges modern
legal positivism, which separates legality from morality. For Aquinas, a law that contradicts
natural law is a “perversion of law” and thus lacks binding moral force. This perspective has
profound implications for political authority, as rulers are morally obligated to enact laws



that promote the common good and respect natural law principles.

The Political Implications of Aquinas’s Legal
Philosophy

Thomas Aquinas’s reflections on politics are inseparable from his legal and moral
philosophy. He envisions a political order that facilitates the flourishing of human beings in
accordance with natural law and divine providence. His ideal political community is one
where rulers govern with justice, guided by reason and oriented toward the common good
rather than mere self-interest.

The Role of the Sovereign and the Common Good

For Aquinas, political authority is not absolute or arbitrary but is a means to an end—the
common good. Sovereigns and legislators derive their legitimacy from their commitment to
justice and the welfare of the community. Importantly, Aquinas acknowledges the potential
for tyranny and injustice, arguing that laws that deviate from natural law lose their binding
power.

This introduces a nuanced perspective on obedience and resistance. While Aquinas
advocates for political order and respect for authority, he also opens the door for resistance
against unjust rulers, especially when laws violate fundamental moral principles. This
balance between order and justice continues to influence modern debates about civil
disobedience and the limits of political power.

Law, Morality, and Social Hierarchy

Aquinas’s social and political thought reflects the hierarchical structure of medieval society,
yet his principles transcend historical context in emphasizing moral responsibility at all
levels. The law is a unifying force that binds diverse social orders, from families to
kingdoms, into a coherent moral and political community.

His insistence on the moral purpose of law also extends to the role of law in shaping virtue.
By aligning human laws with natural law, societies cultivate justice, temperance, and other
virtues essential for social harmony. This educative function of law, bridging morality and
politics, suggests an organic relationship between legal institutions and ethical
development.

Comparative Perspectives and Contemporary
Relevance



In comparison to modern theories, Aquinas’s integration of law, morality, and politics offers
a holistic approach that contrasts sharply with legal positivism and some strands of liberal
political theory. While contemporary legal systems often emphasize procedural legitimacy
or democratic consent, Aquinas demands a substantive moral foundation for laws.

This perspective has both strengths and challenges in today’s pluralistic societies:

Strengths: Provides a robust framework for critiquing unjust laws; emphasizes the
moral duties of lawmakers; fosters an understanding of law as a tool for human
flourishing.

Challenges: Relies on assumptions about natural law and human nature that may
not be universally accepted; potential conflicts with secular legal frameworks.

Despite these challenges, Aquinas’s thought remains influential in fields such as natural law
theory, Catholic social teaching, and political philosophy. His insistence on moral evaluation
of laws continues to provoke reflection on the ethical dimensions of governance and
jurisprudence.

Modern Applications in Legal and Political Discourse

Thomas Aquinas on law morality and politics remains a vital reference point in debates over
human rights, the rule of law, and the legitimacy of political authority. His framework
encourages policymakers to consider not only the legality of statutes but also their moral
coherence and impact on the common good.

In judicial contexts, natural law reasoning inspired by Aquinas informs arguments that seek
universal principles beyond positive law, especially in constitutional interpretation and
human rights law. Moreover, his views provide a philosophical foundation for discussions
around just war, social justice, and the ethical responsibilities of public officials.

---

Thomas Aquinas’s legacy in law, morality, and politics offers a comprehensive vision that
continues to resonate across centuries. By insisting on the interdependence of reason,
ethics, and governance, his work challenges contemporary thinkers to reconsider the
foundations of justice and the role of law in human society.

Thomas Aquinas On Law Morality And Politics

  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: On Law, Morality, and Politics (Second
Edition) Thomas Aquinas, Richard J. Regan, William P. Baumgarth, 2003-03-07 The second edition
retains the selection of texts presented in the first edition but offers them in new translations by
Richard J Regan -- including that of his Aquinas, Treatise on Law (Hackett, 2000). A revised

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-200/thomas-aquinas-on-law-morality-and-politics.pdf


Introduction and glossary, an updated select bibliography, and the inclusion of summarising
headnotes for each of the units -- Conscience, Law, Justice, Property, War and Killing, Obedience
and Rebellion, and Practical Wisdom and Statecraft -- further enhance its usefulness.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: Ethics & International Affairs Joel H.
Rosenthal, Christian Barry, 2009-02-06 The third edition of Ethics & International Affairs provides a
fresh selection of classroom resources, ideal for courses in international relations, ethics, foreign
policy, and related fields. Published with the Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs, this
collection contains some of the best contemporary scholarship on international ethics, written by a
group of distinguished political scientists, political theorists, philosophers, applied ethicists, and
economic development specialists. Each contributor explores how moral theory can inform policy
choices regarding topics such as war and intervention, international organizations, human rights,
and global economic justice. This book provides an entry point into these key debates and offers a
platform for further discussion. Published in cooperation with the Carnegie Council for Ethics in
International Affairs
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: The Catholic Church, Morality, and Politics
Charles E. Curran, Leslie Griffin, 2001 A collection of articles that looks at the interconnected
relationships involving religion, morality and public policy, from a variety of opinions and voices.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: Just Intervention Anthony F. LangJr.,
2003-12-01 What obligations do nations have to protect citizens of other nations? As responsibility to
our fellow human beings and to the stability of civilization over many years has ripened fully into a
concept of a just war, it follows naturally that the time has come to fill in the outlines of the realities
and boundaries of what constitutes just humanitarian intervention. Even before the world changed
radically on September 11, policymakers, scholars, and activists were engaging in debates on this
nettlesome issue—following that date, sovereignty, human rights, and intervention took on fine new
distinctions, and questions arose: Should sovereignty prevent outside agents from interfering in the
affairs of a state? What moral weight should we give to sovereignty and national borders? Do
humanitarian emergencies justify the use of military force? Can the military be used for actions
other than waging war? Can national interest justify intervention? Should we kill in order to save?
These are profound and troubling questions, and questions that the distinguished contributors of
Just Intervention probe in all their complicated dimensions. Sohail Hashmi analyzes how Islamic
tradition and Islamic states understand humanitarian intervention; Thomas Weiss strongly advocates
the use of military force for humanitarian purposes in Yugoslavia; Martin Cook, Richard Caplan, and
Julie Mertus query the use of force in Kosovo; Michael Barnett, drawing on his experience in the
United Nations while it debated how best to respond to Rwandan genocide, discusses how
international organizations may become hamstrung in the ability to use force due to bureaucratic
inertia; and Anthony Lang ably envelopes these—and other complex issues—with a deft hand and
contextual insight. Highlighting some of the most significant issues in regard to humanitarian
intervention, Just Intervention braves the treacherous moral landscape that now faces an
increasingly unstable world. These contributions will help us make our way.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: The American Constitution and Religion
Richard J. Regan, 2013-11-30 A “highly informative and enjoyable” study of Supreme Court cases
involving the place of religion in society (Nicholas P. Cafardi, America Magazine). The Supreme
Court’s decisions concerning the first amendment are hotly debated, and the controversy shows no
signs of abating. Adding much-needed historical and philosophical background to the discussion,
Richard J. Regan reconsiders some of the most important Supreme Court cases regarding the
establishment clause and the free exercise of religion. Governmental aid to church-affiliated
elementary schools and colleges; state-sponsored prayer and Bible reading; curriculum that includes
creationism; tax exemption of church property; publicly sponsored Christmas displays—these and
other notable cases are discussed in Regan’s chapters on the religious establishment clause. On the
topic of the free-exercise clause, Regan considers such subjects as the value of religious freedom, as
well as the place of religious beliefs in public schooling and government affairs. Important cases



concerning conscientious objection to war, regulation of religious organizations and personnel, and
western traditions of conscience are also examined. This book, written for students of law, political
science, and religion, presents the relevant case law in chronological order. The addition of the
historical context and Regan’s philosophical discussion enhances our understanding of these
influential cases.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: History of American Political Thought
Bryan-Paul Frost, Jeffrey Sikkenga, 2019-01-08 Revised and updated, this long-awaited second
edition provides a comprehensive introduction to what the most thoughtful Americans have said
about the American experience from the colonial period to the present. The book examines the
political thought of the most important American statesmen, activists, and writers across era and
ideologies, helping another generation of students, scholars, and citizens to understand more fully
the meaning of America. This new second edition of the book includes chapters on several additional
historical figures, including Walt Whitman, Lyndon Baines Johnson, and Ronald Reagan, as well as a
new chapter on Barack Obama, who was not prominent in public life when the first edition was
published. Significant revisions and additions have also been made to many of the original chapters,
most notably on Antonin Scalia, which now updates his full legacy, increasing the breadth and depth
of the collection.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: Cosmopolitan Global Politics Patrick
Hayden, 2017-05-15 Cosmopolitan conceptions of justice in global politics are gaining in importance
in the field of international political theory. Cosmopolitanism claims that we owe duties of justice to
all the persons of the world and thus that normative theories of global politics should focus first on
the interests or welfare of persons rather than of states. Providing a thorough analysis of relevant
literature and covering issues such as war and conflict, peace and human security, accountability for
gross violations of human rights, environmental degradation, and the democratic deficit in
transnational political actions and institutions, Patrick Hayden deftly examines the connections
between accounts of cosmopolitanism and the part they play in contemporary global politics. He
identifies competing theories of cosmopolitanism and defends them as strategies for serving the
aims of justice in world affairs. Furthermore, he explores how cosmopolitan theories can function
positively in processes of shaping international norms.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: The Primacy of the Political Dick Howard,
2010 The conflict between politics and antipolitics has replayed itself throughout Western history
and philosophical thought. Plato's quest for absolute certainty led him to denounce political
democracy, an anti-political position later challenged by Aristotle. This back-and-forth exchange
came to a head at the time of the American and French revolutions. Through this wide-ranging
narrative, Dick Howard throws new light on a recurring philosophical dilemma, proving our political
problems are not as unique as we think. Howard begins with democracy in ancient Greece and the
rise and fall of republican politics in Rome. In the wake of Rome's collapse, political thought
searched for a new medium, and the conflict between politics and antipolitics reemerged through
the contrasting theories of Saint Augustine and Saint Thomas. During the Renaissance and the
Reformation, the emergence of the modern individual again shifted the terrain. Even so, politics vs.
antipolitics dominated the period, frustrating even Machiavelli, who sought to reconceptualize the
nature of political thought. Hobbes and Locke, theorists of the social contract, then reenacted the
conflict, which Rousseau sought (in vain) to overcome. Adam Smith and the growth of modern
economic liberalism, the radicalism of the French revolution, and the conservative reaction of
Edmund Burke subsequently marked the triumph of antipolitics, and the American Revolution may
have offered the potential groundwork for a renewal of politics. Taken together, these historical
examples, viewed through the prism of philosophy, reveal the roots of today's political climate and
suggest the trajectory of the battles yet to come
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: Christianity and Power Politics Today E.
Patterson, 2008-03-03 This volume aims to reconstruct and debate a contemporary Christian realist
framework, while also applying such a perspective to the issues of contemporary politics such as the



Bush Doctrine, the laws of war, democracy and democratization, U.S. participation in international
institutions, and apocalyptic terrorism.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: God and Man in the Law Robert Lowry
Clinton, 1997 In a wide-ranging study based on legal history, political theory, and philosophical
ideas going all the way back to Plato and Roman law, Robert Clinton challenges current faith in an
activist judiciary. Claiming that a human-centered Constitution leads to government by reductive
moral theory and illegitimate judicial review, he advocates a return to traditional jurisprudence and
a God-centered Constitution grounded in English common law and its precedents.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: The Ethics Toolkit Julian Baggini, Peter S.
Fosl, 2024-01-16 A new edition of the bestselling guide which equips readers with the skills
necessary for engaging in ethical reflection The Ethics Toolkit offers an engaging and approachable
introduction to the core concepts, principles, and methods of contemporary ethics. Explaining to
students and general readers how to think critically about ethics and actually use philosophical
concepts, this innovative volume provides the tools and knowledge required to engage intelligently
in ethical study, deliberation, and debate. Invaluable as both a complete guide and a handy
reference, this versatile resource provides clear and authoritative information on a diverse range of
topics, from fundamental concepts and major ethical frameworks to contemporary critiques and
ongoing debates. Throughout the text, Fosl and Baggini highlight the crucial role ethics plays in our
lives, exploring autonomy, free will, consciousness, fairness, responsibility, consent,
intersectionality, sex and gender, and much more. Substantially revised and expanded, the second
edition of The Ethics Toolkit contains a wealth of new entries, new recommended readings, more
detailed textual references, and numerous timely real-world and hypothetical examples. Uses clear
and accessible language appropriate for use inside and beyond the classroom Contains
cross-referenced entries to help readers connect and contrast ideas Engages both non-Western and
Western philosophy Offer insights into key issues in ethics with a firm grounding in the history of
philosophy Includes an appendix of tools for the practice of ethics, including links to podcasts, web
and print resources, and prominent ethics organizations Written by the authors of the popular The
Philosophers’ Toolkit, this new edition of The Ethics Toolkit is a must-have resource for anyone
interested in ethics, from general readers to undergraduate and graduate students.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: Roman Catholic Political Philosophy James V.
Schall, 2006-08-01 In Roman Catholic Political Philosophy author James V. Schall tries to
demonstrate that Roman Catholicism and political philosophy---revelation and reason--are not
contradictory. It is his contention that political philosophy, the primary focus of the book, asks
certain questions about human purpose and destiny that it cannot, by itself, answer. Revelation is
the natural complement to these important questions about God, human being, and the world. Schall
manages to avoid polemicism or triumphalism as he shows that revelation and political thought
contribute to a fuller understanding of each other.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: Justice and Morality Amanda Russell
Beattie, 2016-04-22 Bridging the contending theories of natural law and international relations, this
book proposes a 'relational ontology' as the basis for rethinking our approach to international
politics. Amanda Beattie challenges both the conventional interpretation of natural law as
necessarily and intractably theological, and the dominant conception of international relations as
structurally distinct from the ends of human good, in order to recover the centrality of other-directed
agency to the promotion of human development. Offering an important contribution to the study of
international political thought, the book contains a number of challenging and controversial ideas
which should provoke constructive debate within international relations theory, political theory, and
philosophical ethics.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: The Justice of War Richard Hall, 2019-11-06
The Justice of War: Its Foundations in Ethics and Natural Law puts normative ethical theory at the
forefront in its discussion of the justice of war. Situating the modern theory of just war in its
historical context, Richard A. S. Hall gives full attention to natural law, a mainstay of just war



theory. Hall considers the American philosopher Josiah Royce’s implicit theory of just war with its
suggestion of a fourth component of just war theory (in addition to jus ad bellum, jus in bello, and jus
post bellum), namely, jus ad pacem—justice/law for or about peace—concerning the prevention of
war and the maintenance of peace. This book addresses, and answers affirmatively, the following
questions raised by just war theory: Can just war theory be rationally defended against its realpolitik
critics? Can there by such a thing as a just or moral war? The book aims at showing the doubters
and critics that just war theory is a viable alternative to both the political realism of realpolitik and
pacifism. In brief, war can be morally justified, though under very restrictive conditions.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: Hope for Common Ground Julie Hanlon Rubio,
2016-05-02 Much like the rest of the country, American Catholics are politically divided, perhaps
more so now than at any point in their history. In this learned but accessible work for scholars,
students, and religious and lay readers, ethicist Julie Hanlon Rubio suggests that there is a way
beyond red versus blue for orthodox and progressive Catholics. In a call for believers on both sides
of the liberal-conservative divide to put aside labels and rhetoric, Rubio, a leading scholar in
marriage and family for more than twenty years, demonstrates that common ground does exist in the
local sphere between the personal and the political. In Hope for Common Ground, Rubio draws on
Catholic Social Thought to explore ways to bring Catholics together. Despite their differences,
Catholics across the political spectrum can share responsibility for social sin and work within
communities to contribute to social progress. Rubio expands this common space into in-depth
discussions on family fragility, poverty, abortion, and end-of-life care. These four issues, though
divisive, are part of a seamless worldview that holds all human life as sacred. Rubio argues that if
those on different sides focus on what can be done to solve social problems in “the space between”
or local communities, opposing sides will see they are not so far apart as they think. The common
ground thus created can then lead to far-reaching progress on even the most divisive issues—and
help quiet the discord tearing apart the Church.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: The Ethics of War Paul D. Miller, 2025-03-01
In Ethics of War: A Short Companion, Paul D. Miller provides an accessible primer on the just war
tradition and ethical issues surrounding combat and warfare.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: Charles Carroll of Carrollton Scott McDermott,
2002
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: Shakespeare and Happiness Kathleen
French, 2022-02-27 Shakespeare and Happiness is a study of attitudes to happiness in the early
modern period and in Shakespeare’s plays. It considers the conflicting influences of religion and
Aristotelian philosophy in shaping attitudes to the possibility of attaining happiness. By being the
first book to focus specifically on the representation of happiness in Shakespeare’s plays, it
contributes to feminist approaches to Shakespeare by foregrounding the important role of women in
showing the right way to live and achieve happiness. timely criticism, as it considers Shakespeare in
the current context of the #MeToo movement providing new insights to studies of the emotions by
approaching them from the perspective of research conducted by positive psychologists. This book
takes an interdisciplinary approach that combines methodologies from literature, psychology
philosophy, religion and history, emphasizing the richness and complexity of Shakespeare’s
exploration of the nature of happiness.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: Law and Sentiment in International Politics
David Traven, 2021-07-01 Drawing on recent research in moral psychology and neuroscience, this
book argues that universal moral beliefs and emotions shaped the evolution of the laws of war, and
in particular laws that protect civilians. It argues that civilian protection norms are not just a
figment of the modern West, but that these norms were embryonic in earlier societies and
civilizations, including Ancient China, early Islam, and medieval Europe. However, despite their
ubiquity, this book argues that civilian protection rules are inherently fragile, and that their fragility
lies not just in failures of compliance, but also in how moral emotions shaped the design of the law.
The same beliefs and emotions that lead people to judge that it is wrong to intentionally target



civilians can paradoxically constitute the basis for excusing states for incidental civilian casualties,
or collateral damage. To make the laws of war work better for civilians, this book argues that we
need to change how we think about the ethics of killing in war.
  thomas aquinas on law morality and politics: The Routledge Companion to Medieval
Philosophy Richard Cross, JT Paasch, 2021-01-12 Like any other group of philosophers, scholastic
thinkers from the Middle Ages disagreed about even the most fundamental of concepts. With their
characteristic style of rigorous semantic and logical analysis, they produced a wide variety of diverse
theories about a huge number of topics. The Routledge Companion to Medieval Philosophy offers
readers an outstanding survey of many of these diverse theories, on a wide array of subjects. Its 35
chapters, all written exclusively for this Companion by leading international scholars, are organized
into seven parts: I Language and Logic II Metaphysics III Cosmology and Physics IV Psychology V
Cognition VI Ethics and Moral Philosophy VII Political Philosophy In addition to shedding new light
on the most well-known philosophical debates and problems of the medieval era, the Companion
brings to the fore topics that may not traditionally be associated with scholastic philosophy, but were
in fact a veritable part of the tradition. These include chapters covering scholastic theories about
propositions, atomism, consciousness, and democracy and representation. The Routledge
Companion to Medieval Philosophy is a helpful, comprehensive introduction to the field for
undergraduate students and other newcomers as well as a unique and valuable resource for
researchers in all areas of philosophy.
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