the reason for god by tim keller

The Reason for God by Tim Keller: Exploring Faith, Doubt, and Meaning

the reason for god by tim keller is a compelling exploration of faith, doubt, and the search for
meaning in a skeptical world. Tim Keller, a renowned pastor and apologist, tackles some of the most
challenging questions people have about Christianity and belief in God. His approach is thoughtful,
respectful, and deeply insightful, making the book accessible not only to believers but also to
skeptics and seekers. In this article, we'll dive into the key themes and ideas presented in "The
Reason for God," uncovering why it remains a significant work in contemporary Christian
apologetics.

Understanding the Context of "The Reason for God"

Before delving into the content, it’s important to recognize the context in which Tim Keller wrote
this book. Published in 2008, "The Reason for God" responds to the increasing skepticism and
secularism in modern society. Keller noticed that many people, especially in urban and intellectual
circles, were wrestling with doubts about religion, or outright rejecting it due to perceived conflicts
with science, morality, or personal experience.

Unlike many traditional apologetics books that might come across as confrontational or abstract,
Keller’s tone is conversational and empathetic. He aims to bridge the gap between believers and
non-believers by engaging honestly with the doubts and objections people hold.

Key Themes in The Reason for God by Tim Keller

Addressing Doubts Head-On

One of the most refreshing aspects of "The Reason for God" is how Keller does not shy away from
doubts. Instead, he dedicates significant portions of the book to common skeptical questions such as:

- How can a good God allow suffering and evil?

- Isn’t religion just a crutch for the weak-minded?
- Why is there only one true religion?

- Doesn’t science disprove the need for God?

By tackling these head-on, Keller validates the reader’s concerns rather than dismissing them. His
responses are rooted in philosophy, theology, history, and personal experience, making them well-
rounded and persuasive.



The Rationality of Faith

Keller argues that belief in God is not irrational or blind but is supported by logical reasoning and
evidence. He discusses classical philosophical arguments for God’s existence, including the
cosmological argument (everything that begins to exist has a cause), moral argument (objective
moral values require a moral lawgiver), and teleological argument (the complexity and order in the
universe imply a designer).

However, Keller is careful to emphasize that faith is not simply intellectual assent. It involves trust

and relationship, but one that is reasonable and justified. This balanced perspective helps readers
understand faith as both heart and mind engagement.

Christianity’s Unique Answers to Life’s Big Questions

Another compelling element of Keller’s book is how he presents Christianity as uniquely able to
answer life’s deepest questions about purpose, identity, and hope. He points out that the Christian
narrative—centered on a God who became human, suffered, and rose again—addresses human
brokenness in a way other worldviews do not.

This narrative offers not only a meaning to life but also the possibility of transformation and

redemption. For those wrestling with feelings of emptiness or despair, Keller’s presentation can be
profoundly hopeful.

How Tim Keller Engages with Skeptics

Listening Before Speaking

Keller’s approach to apologetics is grounded in listening and understanding rather than preaching at
people. He encourages believers to genuinely listen to the doubts and objections of skeptics and to
respond with humility and respect.

This method contrasts with adversarial debates and instead fosters dialogue and curiosity. It's a
valuable lesson for anyone interested in discussing faith in a meaningful way.

Common Objections and Thoughtful Responses

Some of the most frequent objections Keller addresses include:

e The problem of evil: Why would a loving God allow suffering?

e The exclusivity of Christianity: Isn’t it arrogant to claim one true path?



e The conflict between science and religion: Are they really incompatible?

e The hypocrisy of believers: Doesn'’t the failure of Christians undermine the faith?

Keller’s responses do not claim to have all the answers but offer frameworks and perspectives that
invite deeper reflection. For example, on suffering, he explores the idea that free will and a fallen
world contribute to evil, while also emphasizing God’s presence in human suffering through Christ.

Why The Reason for God by Tim Keller Resonates With
Readers

Readers often praise Keller’s book for its clarity and compassionate tone. It doesn’t demand blind
belief but invites honest questioning and exploration. This makes it particularly appealing to those
who are curious about faith but hesitant to commit.

Moreover, the book’s blend of philosophy, biblical insight, and practical application helps readers
see how faith can be intellectually credible and personally meaningful. Many have found it helpful
not only for their own spiritual journey but also as a resource for conversations with friends or
family members who have doubts.

Practical Insights for Everyday Faith

Beyond addressing big theological questions, Keller also offers practical guidance for living out faith
in a complex world. He encourages readers to recognize the importance of community, humility, and
grace in the faith journey. These elements help believers navigate doubts without feeling isolated or
defeated.

The Lasting Impact of The Reason for God

Since its publication, "The Reason for God" has become a staple in Christian apologetics and
remains widely recommended by pastors, scholars, and seekers alike. Its influence extends beyond
the church into broader cultural conversations about spirituality and belief.

Tim Keller’s work helps bridge the gap between modern skepticism and ancient faith traditions,
offering a thoughtful pathway for anyone wrestling with the question of God’s existence and
relevance.

In exploring "the reason for god by tim keller," readers are invited to embark on a journey that
respects doubt, values reason, and ultimately points toward hope and meaning found in faith.
Whether one is a committed believer or a curious skeptic, this book offers valuable insights that
encourage deeper reflection on life’s most profound questions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Reason for God' by Tim Keller?

The main theme of 'The Reason for God' is addressing common doubts and objections about
Christianity and providing rational and thoughtful reasons to believe in God.

How does Tim Keller approach skepticism in 'The Reason for
God'?

Tim Keller approaches skepticism by engaging respectfully with critics, acknowledging their doubts,
and then offering logical explanations and biblical insights to answer those doubts.

What are some common objections to Christianity discussed in
"‘The Reason for God'?

Some common objections discussed include the problem of evil and suffering, the idea that science
disproves religion, the exclusivity of Christianity, and the perceived hypocrisy of Christians.

Does 'The Reason for God' provide practical advice for
believers?

Yes, the book offers practical advice for believers on how to articulate their faith clearly and
compassionately in conversations with skeptics and seekers.

Who is the intended audience for 'The Reason for God'?

The intended audience includes both skeptics curious about Christianity and believers seeking to
strengthen their faith and learn how to engage with doubters effectively.

What makes 'The Reason for God' different from other
apologetic books?

What sets it apart is Tim Keller's combination of intellectual rigor, cultural awareness, and pastoral
sensitivity, making complex theological ideas accessible and relevant to contemporary readers.

Additional Resources
The Reason for God by Tim Keller: A Critical Examination of Faith and Doubt

the reason for god by tim keller stands as a significant work in contemporary Christian
apologetics, aiming to bridge the gap between skepticism and faith. Tim Keller, a prominent pastor
and author, addresses common doubts about Christianity while offering thoughtful arguments for
belief in God. This book has attracted attention for its reasoned approach to theology, appealing not
only to believers but also to skeptics seeking intellectual engagement with questions of faith. In this



article, we explore the core themes of The Reason for God by Tim Keller, dissect its argumentative
structure, and assess its impact within both religious and secular contexts.

Context and Purpose of The Reason for God by Tim
Keller

Published in 2008, The Reason for God by Tim Keller emerged at a time when secularism and
atheism were gaining cultural momentum, partly fueled by the popularity of New Atheist writers
such as Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens. Keller’s book responds to this wave of
skepticism by engaging directly with the doubts that many harbor about Christianity. Rather than
dismissing disbelief as ignorance or irrationality, Keller acknowledges the legitimacy of questions
regarding God’s existence, the problem of evil, and the exclusivity of Christian truth claims.

The book serves a dual purpose: it reassures believers grappling with doubt and provides a reasoned
case that invites skeptics to reconsider the Christian worldview. Keller’s approach is rooted in a
pastoral sensitivity combined with intellectual rigor, making his arguments accessible yet
substantive.

Key Themes and Arguments

At the heart of The Reason for God by Tim Keller lies a series of dialogues addressing common
objections to Christianity. Keller organizes his book around two main sections: “The Leap of Doubt”
and “The Reasons for Faith.” The first section validates the questions and doubts people have, while
the second offers answers drawn from philosophy, theology, and personal experience.

e The Problem of Evil: Keller confronts the age-old challenge of reconciling a good God with
the presence of suffering. He argues that the existence of evil and suffering does not negate
God’s existence but rather points to a broken world in need of redemption.

e The Exclusivity of Christianity: Keller defends the claim that Jesus is uniquely the way to
God, addressing concerns about religious pluralism and exclusivism.

e Science and Faith: Contrary to popular belief about inherent conflict, Keller asserts that
scientific discovery and Christian faith are compatible and complementary.

e The Reliability of the Bible: Keller discusses historical and textual evidence supporting the
authenticity and trustworthiness of biblical scripture.

Analytical Insights into Keller’s Approach

One of the distinguishing features of The Reason for God by Tim Keller is its emphasis on reasoned



dialogue rather than polemics. Keller does not seek to overwhelm readers with dense theological
jargon but rather uses clear language and relatable examples. This accessibility has been a key
factor in the book’s popularity among a diverse audience.

Moreover, Keller’s use of narrative—including personal stories and testimonies—adds an emotional

and experiential dimension that complements his logical arguments. This blend of head and heart
appeals to readers who value both intellectual clarity and authentic spirituality.

Comparative Perspective

When compared to other apologetic works, Keller’s book stands out for its balanced tone and
pastoral sensitivity. Unlike more confrontational apologetics that challenge atheists aggressively,
The Reason for God by Tim Keller maintains a respectful and empathetic stance. This approach may
resonate more effectively with those uncertain about faith, as it avoids alienation and encourages
open inquiry.

In terms of content, Keller covers familiar apologetic ground but does so with fresh insight and

contemporary relevance. His engagement with modern philosophical critiques and cultural trends
enhances the book’s appeal to a 21st-century audience.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths

¢ Accessibility: The book’s clear and conversational style makes complex theological concepts
understandable for lay readers.

e Balanced Tone: Keller’s respectful acknowledgment of doubt fosters constructive dialogue.

e Comprehensive Scope: The Reason for God by Tim Keller addresses a broad range of
objections, from moral to historical issues.

e Integration of Reason and Faith: The book effectively bridges intellectual arguments with
spiritual experience.

Limitations

e Depth of Philosophical Argumentation: Some critics argue that Keller’s treatment of
philosophical objections lacks depth and could benefit from more rigorous engagement with



counterarguments.

e Focus on Christian Exclusivity: The exclusive claims of Christianity may be a stumbling
block for pluralistic readers, limiting the book’s persuasive power outside Christian circles.

e Contextual Limitations: While relevant in Western contexts where secularism is prevalent,
some of Keller's arguments may resonate less in cultures with different religious landscapes.

Impact on Christian Apologetics and Popular Culture

The Reason for God by Tim Keller has had a substantial impact on Christian apologetics, particularly
among younger generations and urban audiences. Keller’s position as a pastor of Redeemer
Presbyterian Church in New York City lends credibility to his engagement with contemporary issues
faced by doubters in modern society.

The book has been used extensively in church study groups, university discussions, and interfaith
dialogues. It has also contributed to a broader cultural conversation about the role of religion in
public life, encouraging thoughtful discourse rather than dismissive skepticism.

Relevance in the Digital Age

In an era marked by widespread information access and digital debates on religion, Keller’s
reasoned and thoughtful approach offers a counterbalance to the often polarized and reactive online
discourse. The Reason for God by Tim Keller provides a framework for engaging with faith-related
questions in a calm and informed manner, which is increasingly valuable in today’s fast-paced media
environment.

The book’s availability in various formats, including audiobook and digital editions, has further
expanded its reach to global audiences seeking answers to spiritual questions.

Conclusion

The Reason for God by Tim Keller remains a pivotal work in the field of Christian apologetics,
offering a nuanced and compassionate exploration of faith and doubt. By addressing difficult
questions with honesty and intellectual integrity, Keller invites readers into a meaningful
conversation about the existence of God and the validity of Christian belief. Whether approached
from a standpoint of skepticism or conviction, the book challenges audiences to reconsider
assumptions and engage thoughtfully with the reasons behind faith. As such, it continues to be a
valuable resource for anyone interested in the interplay between belief, reason, and the search for
meaning in a complex world.



The Reason For God By Tim Keller

the reason for god by tim keller: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2009-08-04 A New
York Times bestseller people can believe in—by a pioneer of the new urban Christians (Christianity
Today) and the C.S. Lewis for the 21st century (Newsweek). Timothy Keller, the founding pastor of
Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, addresses the frequent doubts that skeptics, and
even ardent believers, have about religion. Using literature, philosophy, real-life conversations, and
potent reasoning, Keller explains how the belief in a Christian God is, in fact, a sound and rational
one. To true believers he offers a solid platform on which to stand their ground against the backlash
to religion created by the Age of Skepticism. And to skeptics, atheists, and agnostics, he provides a
challenging argument for pursuing the reason for God.

the reason for god by tim keller: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2010-10-30 This
discussion guide will help you and your group learn how to engage others in dialogue on six common
objections to Christianity--Page 4 of cover

the reason for god by tim keller: Timothy Keller: The Reason for God, Making Sense of
God and The Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2018-01-11 The Reason for God: this book has been
written for believers and non-believers, sceptics and churchgoers, and charts a brilliantly considered
and impassioned path to Christianity - a Mere Christianity for the twenty-first century. Making Sense
of God: a prequel to Keller's A Reason for God: a thoughtful look at the role faith and religion can
play in modern lives. The Prodigal God: focused on Jesus' best-known parable - the prodigal son - as
a paradigm for the central messages of Christianity: grace, hope and salvation.

the reason for god by tim keller: The Reason for God Discussion Guide Timothy Keller,
2013-02-05 This discussion guide will help you learn how to dialogue with those who share common
doubts and objections to Christianity. In the video sessions (DVD/digital video sold separately),
Timothy Keller and six panelists hold candid and unscripted discussions about the broad scope of
people's discomforts with God, the Bible, and Christianity in general: Discussion 1: Is the Bible a
myth? Has science disproved Christianity? Discussion 2: Is there only one way to God? Are other
religions as valid? Discussion 3: Clashes with Christian morality and ethics - why are there so many
rules? Discussion 4: Why would God allow suffering and evil. Discussion 5: Injustice and hypocrisy in
the church. Discussion 6: Objections to God's wrath and judgement. The Reason for God small group
discussion guide can be used individually or in a group setting by anyone engaging with friends who
don't share his or her beliefs. For each discussion, the study guide includes: An opening thought on
the topic. A summary of the objection to the topic. Related Bible verses. Space for notetaking.
Questions for group discussion. In his New York Times bestselling book, The Reason for God,
Timothy Keller established himself as a modern-day C. S. Lewis who brings together faith and
intellect, theology and popular culture, modern-day objections and historic Christian beliefs. Using
literature, philosophy, and Scripture, Keller explores the truth and challenge of Christianity in this
six-session small group conversation starter. You and your group will be challenged to wrestle with
your friends' and neighbors' hardest questions and engage those questions in ways that will spark
honest, enriching, and humbling dialogue. Designed for use with Reason for God Video Study (sold
separately).

the reason for god by tim keller: Encounters with Jesus Timothy Keller, 2013-11-19
Explores how people were changed when they met Jesus personally--and how we can be changed
today through our own encounter with him--Dust jacket flap.

the reason for god by tim keller: The Prodigal God Timothy Keller, 2008-10-30 The New York
Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet uncovers the essential message of Jesus, locked
inside his most familiar parable. Newsweek called renowned minister Timothy Keller a C.S. Lewis
for the twenty-first century in a feature on his first book, The Reason for God. In that book, he
offered a rational explanation of why we should believe in God. Now, in The Prodigal God, Keller
takes his trademark intellectual approach to understanding Christianity and uses the parable of the
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prodigal son to reveal an unexpected message of hope and salvation. Within that parable Jesus
reveals God's prodigal grace toward both the irreligious and the moralistic. This book will challenge
both the devout and skeptics to see Christianity in a whole new way.

the reason for god by tim keller: The Reason for God Timothy Keller, 2008-02-14 A New York
Times bestseller people can believe in—by a pioneer of the new urban Christians (Christianity
Today) and the C.S. Lewis for the 21st century (Newsweek). Timothy Keller, the founding pastor of
Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City, addresses the frequent doubts that skeptics, and
even ardent believers, have about religion. Using literature, philosophy, real-life conversations, and
potent reasoning, Keller explains how the belief in a Christian God is, in fact, a sound and rational
one. To true believers he offers a solid platform on which to stand their ground against the backlash
to religion created by the Age of Skepticism. And to skeptics, atheists, and agnostics, he provides a
challenging argument for pursuing the reason for God.

the reason for god by tim keller: Generous Justice Timothy Keller, 2010-11-02 Renowned
pastor and bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller shares his most provocative
and illuminating message yet. It is commonly thought in secular society that the Bible is one of the
greatest hindrances to doing justice. Isn’t it full of regressive views? Didn’t it condone slavery? Why
look to the Bible for guidance on how to have a more just society? But Timothy Keller challenges
these preconceived beliefs and presents the Bible as a fundamental source for promoting justice and
compassion for those in need. In Generous Justice, he explores a life of justice empowered by an
experience of grace: a generous, gracious justice. This book offers readers a new understanding of
modern justice and human rights that will resonate with both the faithful and the skeptical.

the reason for god by tim keller: Walking with God Through Pain and Suffering Timothy
Keller, 2013-10 Explores the role of pain and suffering from a Christian perspective, drawing on
unique insights to offer counsel on how to pursue a spiritual journey in the face of difficult
challenges.

the reason for god by tim keller: Making Sense of God Timothy Keller, 2016-09-20 We live in
an age of skepticism. Our society places such faith in empirical reason, historical progress, and
heartfelt emotion that it’s easy to wonder: Why should anyone believe in Christianity? What role can
faith and religion play in our modern lives? In this thoughtful and inspiring new book, pastor and
New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller invites skeptics to consider that Christianity is
more relevant now than ever. As human beings, we cannot live without meaning, satisfaction,
freedom, identity, justice, and hope. Christianity provides us with unsurpassed resources to meet
these needs. Written for both the ardent believer and the skeptic, Making Sense of God shines a
light on the profound value and importance of Christianity in our lives.

the reason for god by tim keller: Every Good Endeavor Timothy Keller, 2012-11-13 New
York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller shows how God calls on each
of us to express meaning and purpose through our work and careers. “A touchstone of the [new
evangelical] movement.” —The New York Times Tim Keller, pastor of New York’s Redeemer
Presbyterian Church and the New York Times bestselling author of The Reason for God, has taught
and counseled students, young professionals, and senior leaders on the subject of work and calling
for more than twenty years. Now he pulls his insights into a thoughtful and practical book for
readers everywhere. With deep conviction and often surprising advice, Keller shows readers that
biblical wisdom is immensely relevant to our questions about work today. In fact, the Christian view
of work—that we work to serve others, not ourselves—can provide the foundation of a thriving
professional and balanced personal life. Keller shows how excellence, integrity, discipline, creativity,
and passion in the workplace can help others and even be considered acts of worship—not just of
self-interest.

the reason for god by tim keller: Making Sense of God Timothy Keller, 2016-09-20 We live in
an age of skepticism. Our society places such faith in empirical reason, historical progress, and
heartfelt emotion that it’s easy to wonder: Why should anyone believe in Christianity? What role can
faith and religion play in our modern lives? In this thoughtful and inspiring new book, pastor and



New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller invites skeptics to consider that Christianity is
more relevant now than ever. As human beings, we cannot live without meaning, satisfaction,
freedom, identity, justice, and hope. Christianity provides us with unsurpassed resources to meet
these needs. Written for both the ardent believer and the skeptic, Making Sense of God shines a
light on the profound value and importance of Christianity in our lives.

the reason for god by tim keller: Counterfeit Gods Timothy Keller, 2009-10-20 New York
Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet and nationally renowned minister Timothy Keller
exposes the error of making good things ultimate in this book, and shows readers a new path toward
a hope that lasts. Success, true love, and the life you've always wanted. Many of us placed our faith
in these things, believing they held the key to happiness, but with a sneaking suspicion they might
not deliver. No wonder we feel lost, alone, disenchanted, and resentful. There is only one God who
can wholly satisfy our cravings—and now is the perfect time to meet Him again, or for the first time.
In Counterfeit Gods, Timothy Keller shows how a proper understanding of the Bible reveals the
unvarnished truth about societal ideals and our own hearts. This powerful message cements Keller's
reputation as a critical thinker and pastor, and comes at a crucial time—for both the faithful and the
skeptical.

the reason for god by tim keller: Jesus the King Timothy Keller, 2013-03-05 Previously
published in hardcover as King's Cross The most influential man to ever walk the earth has had his
story told in hundreds of different ways for thousands of years. Can any more be said? Now, Timothy
Keller, New York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet and the man Newsweek called a
“C. S. Lewis for the twenty-first century,” unlocks new insights into the life of Jesus Christ as he
explores how Jesus came as a king, but a king who had to bear the greatest burden anyone ever has.
Jesus the King is Keller’s revelatory look at the life of Christ as told in the Gospel of Mark. In it,
Keller shows how the story of Jesus is at once cosmic, historical, and personal, calling each of us to
look anew at our relationship with God. It is an unforgettable look at Jesus Christ, and one that will
leave an indelible imprint on every reader.

the reason for god by tim keller: Preaching Timothy Keller, 2015-06-09 Pastor, preacher,
and New York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller shares his wisdom on
communicating the Christian faith from the pulpit as well as from the coffee shop. Most
Christians—including pastors—struggle to talk about their faith in a way that applies the power of
the Christian gospel to change people’s lives. Timothy Keller is known for his insightful,
down-to-earth sermons and talks that help people understand themselves, encounter Jesus, and
apply the Bible to their lives. In this accessible guide for pastors and laypeople alike, Keller helps
readers learn to present the Christian message of grace in a more engaging, passionate, and
compassionate way.

the reason for god by tim keller: Prayer Timothy Keller, 2016-01-26 Renowned pastor and
New York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller explores the power of
prayer. Christians are taught in their churches and schools that prayer is the most powerful way to
experience God. But few receive instruction or guidance in how to make prayer genuinely
meaningful. In Prayer, renowned pastor Timothy Keller delves into the many facets of this everyday
act. With his trademark insights and energy, Keller offers biblical guidance as well as specific
prayers for certain situations, such as dealing with grief, loss, love, and forgiveness. He discusses
ways to make prayers more personal and powerful, and how to establish a practice of prayer that
works for each reader. Dr. Keller’s previous books have sold more than one million copies. His
Redeemer Presbyterian Church is not only a major presence in his home base of New York, it has
also helped to launch more than two hundred fifty other churches in forty-eight cities around the
world. His teachings have already helped millions, the majority of whom pray regularly. And with
Prayer, he’ll show them how to find a deeper connection with God.

the reason for god by tim keller: The Father and Son Timothy Keller, 2013-08-20 Timothy
Keller, renowned pastor and New York Times bestselling author, examines Jesus’ ascension into
Heaven and why this act is an important resource for Christians in The Father and Son, the ninth



installment in his Encounters with Jesus eBook series. Jesus’ ascension into Heaven—the end of his
earthly life—is one of the most puzzling moments in the Gospels. It marks the moment when Jesus
was no longer limited to a specific point in space and time. In The Father and Son, Timothy Keller,
pastor of New York’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church and New York Times bestselling author of The
Reason for God, explains why this means our encounters with Jesus can be richer now that he
available to us in all times and places.

the reason for god by tim keller: The Prodigal God Discussion Guide Timothy Keller,
2009-09-13 Two sons, one who kept the rules religiously and one who broke them all. One Father
who loved both lost sons beyond anything they could imagine. Discover how deep and far God's
grace goes in The Prodigal God The Prodigal God discussion guide will help you uncover,
personalize, and apply life-changing insights from The Prodigal God DVD and book. In six
captivating sessions, pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller opens your eyes
to the powerful message of Jesus' best-known—and least understood—parable. The Prodigal God is a
revelation of the very heart of the gospel: God's radical love for sinners of every kind. Taking you
beyond the traditional focus on the wayward younger son, Keller helps you glean insights from each
of the characters in Jesus' parable: the irreligious younger son, the moralistic elder son, and the
Father who lavishes his love on both. Inside this guide, you'll explore questions for group discussion
and personal reflection, and exercises that will help you experience the truths of Jesus' parable in
your own life. The gospel is neither religion nor irreligion, but something else entirely. Whether
you're a devout believer or a skeptic, The Prodigal God will challenge you to see Christianity in a
whole new way. Session titles include the following: The Parable The People Around Jesus The Two
Lost Sons The Elder Brother The True Elder Brother The Feast of the Father Designed for use with
The Prodigal God DVD and book.

the reason for god by tim keller: The Skeptical Student Timothy Keller, 2012-12-04
Introducing the first essay in the Encounters with Jesus e-book series from renowned pastor and
New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller, author of The Songs of Jesus. The Skeptical
Student applies biblical wisdom to life’s biggest questions through the inspiring story of Nathanael’s
life-changing encounter in the Gospel of John. The Gospels are full of encounters that made a
profound impact on those who spoke with Jesus Christ. In the first essay of his new series, Timothy
Keller, pastor of New York’s Redeemer Presbyterian Church and New York Times bestselling author
of The Reason for God, shows how those encounters can still have a deep effect on us today.
Through a lively examination of the biblical passage where Nathanael, the skeptical student, meets
with Jesus, Keller reveals how this interaction is about life’s deep questions: Who are we? Why are
we here? Why be a good person? Why love instead of hate? This first essay in the ten-part series of
Encounters with Jesus also includes an exclusive look at Timothy Keller’'s new book on faith and
work: Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your Work to God’s Work.

the reason for god by tim keller: The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller, 2018-10-02 An angry
prophet. A feared and loathsome enemy. A devastating storm. And the surprising message of a
merciful God to his people. The story of Jonah is one of the most well-known parables in the Bible. It
is also the most misunderstood. Many people, even those who are nonreligious, are familiar with
Jonah: A rebellious prophet who defies God and is swallowed by a whale. But there's much more to
Jonah's story than most of us realize. In The Prodigal Prophet, pastor and New York Times
bestselling author Timothy Keller reveals the hidden depths within the book of Jonah. Keller makes
the case that Jonah was one of the worst prophets in the entire Bible. And yet there are
unmistakably clear connections between Jonah, the prodigal son, and Jesus. Jesus in fact saw himself
in Jonah. How could one of the most defiant and disobedient prophets in the Bible be compared to
Jesus? Jonah's journey also doesn't end when he is freed from the belly of the fish. There is an entire
second half to his story--but it is left unresolved within the text of the Bible. Why does the book of
Jonah end on what is essentially a cliffhanger? In these pages, Timothy Keller provides an answer to
the extraordinary conclusion of this biblical parable--and shares the powerful Christian message at
the heart of Jonah's story.
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