
the light of day graham swift
The Light of Day Graham Swift: A Deep Dive into the Novel’s Themes and Style

the light of day graham swift stands as a compelling example of contemporary British literature
that explores the intricacies of memory, family, and the passage of time. Published in 2003, this
novel by Graham Swift offers readers a profound narrative that intertwines personal reflection with
historical context, revealing the subtle ways in which our past shapes our present. If you’re intrigued
by novels that delve into human psychology and the nuances of everyday life, understanding the
layers within The Light of Day is truly rewarding.

Exploring the Plot and Setting of The Light of Day

At its core, The Light of Day centers around George Webb, a man returning to London after a long
absence to care for his aging father, Jack. The novel unfolds in a slowly paced yet richly detailed
portrayal of domestic life and personal history. The setting is quintessentially British, with London’s
streets and suburban environments serving as a backdrop to George’s introspective journey.

The Role of Memory and Reflection

One of the most prominent themes in The Light of Day Graham Swift presents is the interplay
between memory and identity. George’s recollections are not straightforward; they are fragmented,
tinted with nostalgia, regret, and sometimes confusion. This narrative style invites readers to
consider how memories are reconstructed and the impact they have on self-understanding.

Family Dynamics and Personal Responsibility

The relationship between George and his father, Jack, is central to the novel’s emotional core. Jack’s
frailty forces George to confront unresolved tensions and reconsider his own life choices. Swift uses
this dynamic to explore themes of duty, guilt, and reconciliation, making The Light of Day a poignant
meditation on family bonds.

Graham Swift’s Writing Style and Literary Techniques

What sets The Light of Day apart is Swift’s subtle and evocative prose. His writing is marked by a
carefully controlled pace and an eye for detail that brings everyday moments to life. Through
George’s internal monologue, readers experience a stream of consciousness that balances clarity
with emotional depth.



Use of Symbolism and Metaphor

Throughout the novel, light and darkness serve as recurring symbols. The title itself, The Light of
Day, suggests themes of revelation and clarity, contrasting with the shadows of past secrets and
forgotten memories. Swift cleverly weaves these motifs to underscore the novel’s exploration of
truth and self-discovery.

Structure and Narrative Perspective

The story is told primarily from George’s point of view, giving it a personal and introspective tone.
Swift’s choice to focus on a single narrator allows for an intimate glimpse into George’s thoughts,
while also emphasizing the subjectivity of his experience. The narrative’s structure—non-linear and
reflective—mirrors the way memories surface in real life, adding authenticity to the storytelling.

Themes and Symbolism in The Light of Day Graham
Swift

Beyond family and memory, the novel touches on broader themes that resonate deeply with readers
interested in human nature and societal change.

Time and Change

Time is a pervasive theme in the novel. George’s reflections reveal how time alters relationships and
perspectives, sometimes healing wounds, other times deepening them. Swift captures the
bittersweet nature of change, portraying it as both inevitable and transformative.

Urban Life and Personal Isolation

Set in London, The Light of Day also comments on urban existence—the anonymity, the noise, and
the solitude it can breed. George’s experience underscores the paradox of living in a crowded city
yet feeling profoundly alone, a theme that makes the novel relatable to many contemporary readers.

Why The Light of Day Remains Relevant Today

The Light of Day Graham Swift resonates with readers because it speaks to universal
experiences—aging parents, the weight of the past, and the quest for meaning in everyday life. Its
subtle treatment of these issues invites readers to reflect on their own relationships and memories.



Lessons from George’s Journey

George’s story offers valuable insights into the importance of empathy, patience, and understanding.
His gradual acceptance of his father’s vulnerabilities and his own limitations encourages readers to
approach their familial relationships with compassion.

Understanding Memory and Identity

The novel also prompts a deeper examination of how memories shape identity. Swift’s portrayal of
memory as fluid and subjective reminds us that our personal histories are not fixed narratives but
evolving stories influenced by emotion and perspective.

Incorporating The Light of Day Graham Swift into
Reading Lists

Whether you’re a student of modern literature or simply an avid reader looking for thought-
provoking novels, The Light of Day is a worthy addition to your collection. Its rich thematic content
and elegant prose make it suitable for book clubs, academic discussions, and personal reflection.

Tips for Engaging with the Novel

Take Notes on Key Passages: Swift’s subtle language often contains layers of meaning that
benefit from close reading.

Reflect on Personal Connections: Consider how the themes of memory and family relate to
your own experiences.

Discuss with Others: Sharing interpretations can uncover new insights and deepen
understanding.

Comparisons with Other Works by Graham Swift

Fans of Swift’s writing might also explore his other novels, such as Waterland and Last Orders,
which similarly explore memory, history, and human relationships. Comparing these works can
provide a broader perspective on Swift’s literary contributions.

As you immerse yourself in The Light of Day Graham Swift, you’ll find a richly textured narrative
that lingers in the mind, inviting contemplation long after the final page. Its exploration of the
human condition through the lens of personal history and family ties makes it a timeless piece



worthy of continued discussion and appreciation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Light of Day' by Graham
Swift?
The central theme of 'The Light of Day' is the exploration of memory, loss, and the subjective nature
of truth, as the protagonist reflects on his past and the events surrounding a tragic incident.

Who is the main character in 'The Light of Day' and what is his
significance?
The main character is George, a private detective who investigates a missing person case that
deeply intertwines with his own past, revealing complex emotional layers and moral ambiguities.

How does Graham Swift use narrative style in 'The Light of
Day'?
Swift employs a first-person narrative style that blends past and present, allowing readers intimate
access to George's thoughts and memories, which enhances the novel's introspective and
suspenseful mood.

What role does memory play in 'The Light of Day'?
Memory is a crucial element in the novel, as George's recollections shape the story and highlight the
unreliability and fragmented nature of personal history and truth.

How does the setting influence the story in 'The Light of Day'?
The setting, often depicted as gray and subdued urban environments, reflects the mood of
melancholy and uncertainty, reinforcing the themes of isolation and emotional complexity.

What moral questions does 'The Light of Day' raise?
The novel raises questions about guilt, responsibility, and the consequences of past actions,
challenging readers to consider how individuals reconcile with their histories and the impact of
secrecy and revelation.

Additional Resources
The Light of Day Graham Swift: A Deep Dive into the Novel’s Nuances and Narrative Craft

the light of day graham swift stands as a compelling testament to the British author’s mastery of



storytelling. Known primarily for his incisive explorations of memory, loss, and identity, Graham
Swift offers in this novel a profound meditation on the elusive nature of truth and the human
condition. This work, often overshadowed by some of his more prominent titles, deserves renewed
attention for its intricate narrative structure and thematic depth.

Contextualizing The Light of Day within Graham Swift’s
Oeuvre

Graham Swift has long been celebrated for his ability to weave intimate character studies with
broader social and historical contexts. The light of day, as a motif, carries significant weight
throughout his body of work, symbolizing revelation and the harsh clarity that follows hidden truths.
In this particular novel, Swift delves into the tension between personal memory and public history, a
recurring theme that resonates with readers familiar with his earlier works such as *Waterland* and
*Last Orders*.

Unlike some of his more sprawling narratives, The Light of Day adopts a tightly focused lens,
concentrating on a protagonist’s internal struggle as they confront their past. The novel’s setting,
imbued with atmospheric detail, serves as a backdrop against which characters’ psychological
landscapes are vividly rendered. This sharp focus allows Swift to probe the limits of perception and
the ways in which individuals construct their realities.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

At the heart of The Light of Day Graham Swift employs a deft narrative style characterized by
introspective prose and a shifting temporal framework. The author’s use of first-person narration
invites readers directly into the protagonist’s consciousness, fostering an intimate connection and a
sense of immediacy. This perspective is crucial as it mirrors the novel’s thematic exploration of
subjectivity and the unreliability of memory.

Swift’s prose is marked by its clarity and precision, yet it carries a poetic undertone that elevates the
narrative beyond mere storytelling. The language is economical, avoiding superfluous
embellishment, which enhances the emotional weight of the unfolding drama. Furthermore, the
novel’s pacing is deliberately measured, allowing moments of quiet reflection to punctuate the
tension and propel the narrative forward.

The Role of Memory and Truth

Memory is arguably the central theme in The Light of Day Graham Swift constructs a layered
exploration of how memories shape identity and influence present actions. The protagonist’s
recollections are fragmented and occasionally contradictory, underscoring the elusive nature of
truth. This approach aligns with contemporary literary trends that question linear narrative and
embrace ambiguity.

The novel interrogates the idea that truth is not a fixed entity but a construct subject to



interpretation and bias. Through the protagonist’s journey, Swift illustrates the pain and liberation
that come with facing uncomfortable realities. This thematic focus resonates with readers navigating
their own complex histories, making the novel both personal and universal.

Characterization and Emotional Depth

One of the novel’s strengths lies in its nuanced characterization. The protagonist is portrayed with a
psychological realism that avoids cliché, capturing the contradictions inherent in human nature.
Secondary characters, though fewer in number, are sketched with sufficient complexity to enrich the
narrative without detracting from the central focus.

The emotional landscape of The Light of Day is carefully calibrated to reflect the protagonist’s inner
turmoil. Swift’s portrayal of grief, regret, and hope is subtle yet impactful, inviting empathy without
resorting to melodrama. This restraint enhances the novel’s credibility and emotional resonance.

Comparative Perspectives and Thematic Resonance

When compared to other works in the same genre or by contemporaries, The Light of Day Graham
Swift offers a distinctive voice. It eschews sensationalism for introspection, aligning more closely
with literary fiction that prioritizes character study over plot-driven action. This approach situates
the novel within a tradition of British literary realism while incorporating modernist influences in its
structure and themes.

The exploration of light as a metaphor is another point of interest. In literary tradition, light often
symbolizes knowledge, revelation, or truth. Swift’s novel plays with this symbolism, juxtaposing
moments of illumination with shadows of doubt and forgetfulness. This duality enriches the reading
experience and invites multiple interpretations.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths: The novel’s introspective narrative, thematic complexity, and evocative prose are
standout features. Its exploration of memory and identity is both timely and timeless,
appealing to readers interested in psychological depth.

Limitations: At times, the deliberate pacing may challenge readers accustomed to more
action-oriented plots. The ambiguity surrounding some plot points might also frustrate those
seeking definitive answers.



The Light of Day Graham Swift in the Contemporary
Literary Landscape

In a literary market saturated with fast-paced thrillers and commercial fiction, The Light of Day
offers a reprieve for readers seeking thoughtful and contemplative literature. Its focus on internal
conflict and moral ambiguity echoes broader societal questions about history, memory, and identity
in the 21st century.

The novel’s reception among critics has been generally positive, with particular praise directed at
Swift’s ability to evoke atmosphere and emotional nuance. While it may not have achieved the
commercial success of some of his earlier novels, it remains a valuable addition to discussions on
modern British literature.

Why Readers Should Revisit The Light of Day

For students of literature, The Light of Day Graham Swift provides rich material for analysis,
particularly in courses exploring narrative form and the psychology of memory. For general readers,
it offers an immersive experience that balances intellectual rigor with emotional engagement.

By revisiting this novel, readers can appreciate the subtle craftsmanship that characterizes Swift’s
work and gain insight into the complexities of human experience. The novel’s themes remain
relevant, inviting reflection on how individuals and societies remember and interpret their pasts.

The Light of Day Graham Swift ultimately stands as a nuanced and thought-provoking exploration of
the intersections between light and shadow in human consciousness. Its quiet power lies in its ability
to illuminate the dark recesses of memory, inviting readers into a space where truth is multifaceted
and always in flux.

The Light Of Day Graham Swift

  the light of day graham swift: The Light of Day Graham Swift, 2012-02-21 The Light of Day
combines a powerful love story and a narrative of intense suspense into a brilliant and tender novel
about what drives people to extremes of emotion. As in his Booker-winning novel Last Orders, Swift
transforms ordinary lives through extraordinary storytelling. This new novel from Graham Swift --
his first since the Booker Prize-winning Last Orders -- is the work of a master storyteller. The Light
of Day is a luminous and gripping tale of love, murder and redemption. George Webb is a divorced
ex-policeman turned private investigator, a man whose prospects seemed in ruins not so long ago.
Following the course of a single, dazzling day in George’s life, the novel illuminates not only his past
but his now all-consuming relationship with a former client. Intimate and intricate in its evocation of
daily existence, The Light of Day achieves a singular intensity and almost unbearable suspense.
Tender and humorous in its depiction of life’s surface, Swift explores the depths and extremities of
what lies within us and how, for better or worse, it’s never too late to discover what they are.
Excerpt from The Light of Day Two years ago and a little more. October still, but a day like today,
blue and clear and crisp. Rita opened my door and said, “Mrs. Nash.” I was already on my feet,
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buttoning my jacket. Most of them have no comparisons to go on -- it’s their first time. It must feel
like coming to a doctor. They expected something shabbier, seedier, more shaming. The tidy
atmosphere, Rita’s doing, surprises and reassures them. And the vase of flowers. White
chrysanthemums, I recall. “Mrs. Nash, please have a seat.” I could be some high-street solicitor. A
fountain-pen in my fingers. Doctor, solicitor -- marriage guidance counsellor. You have to be a bit of
all three. The usual look of plucked-up courage, swallowed-back hesitation, of being somewhere
they’d rather not be. “My husband is seeing another woman.”
  the light of day graham swift: Moral Complexities in Turn of the Millennium British Literature
Mara E. Reisman, 2022-11-08 Moral Complexities in Turn of the Millennium British Literature offers
a critical analysis of moral complexity and social responsibility in works by Kazuo Ishiguro, Patrick
McGrath, Graham Swift, Andrea Levy, and Jeanette Winterson. Mara Reisman argues that through
their writing, these authors reveal and upset literary, cultural, and political fictions and encourage
readers to think carefully about language, power, community, and social justice. The book examines
moral issues in two different ways: how books by these authors address morally complex social,
political, and cultural issues and how their books serve a moral function by challenging readers to be
socially engaged. Reisman provides an in-depth analysis of The Remains of the Day, Asylum, The
Light of Day, Small Island, and The Daylight Gate and uses these books to discuss twentieth- and
twenty-first-century British politics and culture. These books address a wide variety of issues often
associated with moral judgments: war, racism, adultery, maternal neglect, murder, professional
misconduct, witchcraft, and religion. Despite this diversity and settings that range from the
seventeenth century to the late twentieth century, these books include similar arguments about how
empathy, personal responsibility, and civic engagement can create more productive social relations
and a less divided world.
  the light of day graham swift: Graham Swift Daniel Lea, 2005 This book offers an accessible
critical introduction to the work of Graham Swift, one of Britain's most significant contemporary
authors. Through detailed readings of his novels and short stories from The Sweet Shop Owner to
The Light of Day, Daniel Lea lucidly addresses the key themes of history, loss, masculinity and
ethical redemption, to present a fresh approach to Swift.
  the light of day graham swift: Reading Graham Swift Tomasz Dobrogoszcz, Marta
Goszczynska, 2019-11-22 This collection of essays on Graham Swift’s fiction brings together the
perspectives of renowned Swift scholars from around the world. Authors look at the swift’s oeuvre
from different interpretative angles, combining a variety of critical and theoretical approaches. This
book covers all of Swift’s fiction, including his novels and short stories; special emphasis, however,
is on his most recent books. By approaching Swift’s work from a number of perspectives, the volume
offers a synthetic overview of his literary output. In particular, it searches for thematic and formal
continuities between his early and more recent fiction, and attempts to emphasize its new
developments and interests.
  the light of day graham swift: The Suburbs Marie Bouchet, Nathalie Cochoy, Isabelle
Keller-Privat, Mathilde Rogez, 2022-02-01 While suburbs provide a rich field of research for
sociologists, architects, urbanists and anthropologists, they have not been given much attention in
literary and cultural studies. The Suburbs: New Literary Perspectives sets out to enrich the limited
existing body of critical analysis on the subject with a landmark collection of essays offering a far
larger perspective than the books or collections published so far on the topic. This interdisciplinary
and wide-ranging approach includes literary and art studies, philosophy, and cultural comment. It
examines the suburbs across cultural differences, contrasting British, South African and North
American suburbs. The specificity of this book therefore lies in a cross-national and cross-continental
exploration of these unchartered territories. The suburbs are redefined as those rebellious margins
whose geographical borders are necessarily fuzzy and sketch out a common place where cultural
frontiers can be transcended. They are, to use Sarah Nuttall’s terminology, places of “entanglement”
where contraries meet and where new ways of being in the world is reborn. Seen through the prism
of art and literature, the suburbs may then be recognized, as philosopher Bruce Bégout argues, as a



“new way of thinking and making urban space.”
  the light of day graham swift: Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide Nick Rennison, 2009-11-23
Deciding what to read next when you've just finished an unputdownable novel can be a daunting
task. The Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide features hundreds of authors and thousands of titles,
with navigation features to lead you on a rich journey through some the best literature to grace our
shelves.
  the light of day graham swift: Seaing through the Past Joanna Rostek, 2011-01-01 From
Daniel Defoe to Joseph Conrad, from Virginia Woolf to Derek Walcott, the sea has always been an
inspiring setting and a powerful symbol for generations of British and Anglophone writers. Seaing
through the Past is the first study to explicitly address the enduring relevance of the maritime
metaphor in contemporary Anglophone fiction through in-depth readings of fourteen influential and
acclaimed novels published in the course of the last three decades. The book trenchantly argues that
in contemporary fiction, maritime imagery gives expression to postmodernism’s troubled
relationship with historical knowledge, as theorised by Hayden White, Linda Hutcheon, and others.
The texts in question are interpreted against the backdrop of four aspects of metahistorical
problematisation. Thus, among others, Iris Murdoch’s The Sea, the Sea (1978) is read in the context
of auto/biographical writing, John Banville’s The Sea (2005) as a narrative of personal trauma, Julian
Barnes’s A History of the World in 101⁄2 Chapters (1989) as investigating the connection between
discourses of origin and the politics of power, and Fred D’Aguiar’s Feeding the Ghosts (1997) as
opening up a postcolonial perspective on the sea and history. Persuasive and topical, Seaing through
the Past offers a compelling guide to the literary oceans of today.
  the light of day graham swift: Voices and Silence in the Contemporary Novel in English
Vanessa Guignery, 2009-10-02 This volume examines the various processes at work in expressing
silence and excessive speech in contemporary novels in English, covering the whole spectrum from
effusiveness to muteness. Even if in the postmodern episteme language is deemed inadequate for
speaking the unspeakable, contemporary authors still rely on voice as a mode of representation and
a performative tool, and exploit silence not only as a sign of absence, block or withdrawal, but also
as a token of presence and resistance. Logorrhoea and reticence are not necessarily antithetical as
compulsive verbosity may work as a smokescreen to sidestep the real issues, while silences and gaps
may reveal more than they hide. By submitting their texts to both expansion and retention,
hypertrophy and aphasia, writers persistently test the limits of language and its ability to make
sense of individual and collective stories. The present volume analyses the complex poetics of silence
and speech in fiction from the 1960’s to the present, with special focus on Will Self, Graham Swift,
John Fowles, Kazuo Ishiguro, Jenny Diski, Lionel Shriver, Michèle Roberts, Margaret Atwood,
Jonathan Safran Foer, Salman Rushdie, Arundhati Roy, Zadie Smith, Jamaica Kincaid, Ryhaan Shah
and J.M. Coetzee.
  the light of day graham swift: The Way We Write Barbara Baker, 2006-07-30 This book is a
unique collection of interviews with award-winning writers. Each writer discusses their process: why
they write, whom they write for, where and how often they write, recurring themes, problems and
achievements. The interviews are intimate, honest, informative and often humorous. Together they
offer a fascinating insight into the experience and hard work behind successful writers. This
engaging collection is sure to appeal to anyone who loves reading or has ever wanted to be a writer.
  the light of day graham swift: Widening Horizons Mohit Kumar Ray, Pradip Kumar Dey, 2005
Mohit K. Ray, b.1940, former Professor of English, Burdwan University; contributed articles.
  the light of day graham swift: Novelists in the New Millennium Vanessa Guignery,
2012-11-19 A collection of interviews with leading writers such as Julian Barnes, Jonathan Coe,
Kazuo Ishiguro, Hanif Kureishi, Arundhati Roy and Will Self. Through these interviews the book
explores and introduces a range of key themes in contemporary literature, raising questions about
genre, history, postmodernism, celebrity culture and form.
  the light of day graham swift: (Re-)mapping London Vanessa Guignery, 2008
  the light of day graham swift: Multi-ethnic Britain 2000+ Lars Eckstein, 2008 Multi-Ethnic



Britain 2000+ provides an encompassing survey of artistic responses to the changes in the British
cultural climate in the early years of the 21st century. It traces topical reactions to new forms of
racism and religious fundamentalism, to legal as well as 'illegal' immigration, and to the threat of
global terror; yet it also highlights new forms of intercultural communication and convivial
exchange. Framed by contributions from novelists Patrick Neate and Rajeev Balasubramanyam,
Multi-Ethnic Britain 2000+ showcases how artistic representations in literature, film, music and the
visual arts reflect and respond to social and political discourses, and how they contribute to our
understanding of the current (trans)cultural situation in Britain. The contributions in this volume
cover a wide range of writers such as Graham Swift, Ian McEwan, Zadie Smith, Jackie Kay, Nadeem
Aslam, Gautam Malkani, Nirpal Dhaliwal and Monica Ali; films ranging from Gurinder Chadha's
Bend It Like Beckham and Bride and Prejudice to Michael Winterbottom's In This World and Alfonso
Cuarón's Children of Men; paintings and photography by innovative black and Asian British Artists;
and dubstep music.
  the light of day graham swift: Essays on Psychogeography and the City as Performance
John C Green, 2024-01-26 With 70% of the world’s population expected to live in urban
environments by 2050, cities are poised to become the most significant spaces to shape personal and
communal identity. As contemporary cities become “event destinations” a dialogue is emerging
between the performing arts and the urban context and social fabric. Inspired by the principles of
Psychogeography, this collection of essays highlights the performative aspects of cities as
landscapes of creative inspiration where curiosity, imagination, playfulness, and the energy of the
street combine with contemporary performance practices to create immersive public art
experiences. Written by an international cohort of scholar-artists, these essays offer arts
practitioners, urban specialists, and general readers a practical guide to experiencing the cityscape
as the Artscape.
  the light of day graham swift: Contemporary British Fiction and the Artistry of Space
David James, 2011-10-20 This study examines the importance of space for the way contemporary
novelists experiment with style and form, offering an account of how British writers from the past
three decades have engaged with landscape description as a catalyst for innovation. David James
considers the work of more than fifteen major British novelists to offer a wide-ranging and
accessible commentary on the relationship between landscape and narrative design, demonstrating
an approach to the geography of contemporary fiction enriched by the practice of aesthetic
criticism. Moving between established and emerging novelists, the book reveals that spatial poetics
allow us to chart distinctive and surprising affinities between practitioners, showing how writers
today compel us to pay close attention to technique when linking the depiction of physical places to
new developments in novelistic craft.
  the light of day graham swift: Writers Talk Philip Tew, Fiona Tolan, Leigh Wilson,
2008-05-01 Writers Talk includes interviews with Kate Atkinson, Pat Barker, Jonathan Coe, Jim
Crace, Toby Litt, Graham Swift, Matt Thorne, David Mitchell, AlanWarner, and Will Self. Is it a good
time to be a writer in the time of The Da Vinci Code? It's not necessarily good time to be a literary
writer.-Kate Atkinson The best novels allow us to rehearse the world ahead of us, to play out the
battle before we fight it, to experience disaster before we encounter it, to practice grief before it
flattens us. Narrative is useful. It confers advantages on us as a species. -Jim Crace Why do writers
write? How do they react to criticism of their work? What inspires them and how do go about
working? Does fiction have any political, ethical or spiritual significance? Can we learn more about a
book from its author? This collection of interviews with contemporary British novelists offers a
fascinating insight into bestselling authors' views on fiction today; their influences and themes;
readers and critics; why they write and their writing process; and provides a snapshot of the reality
of living as a writer.
  the light of day graham swift: Adaptation and Appropriation Julie Sanders, 2015-11-19 From
the apparently simple adaptation of a text into film, theatre or a new literary work, to the more
complex appropriation of style or meaning, it is arguable that all texts are somehow connected to a



network of existing texts and art forms. In this new edition Adaptation and Appropriation explores:
multiple definitions and practices of adaptation and appropriation the cultural and aesthetic politics
behind the impulse to adapt the global and local dimensions of adaptation the impact of new digital
technologies on ideas of making, originality and customization diverse ways in which contemporary
literature, theatre, television and film adapt, revise and reimagine other works of art the impact on
adaptation and appropriation of theoretical movements, including structuralism, post-structuralism,
postcolonialism, postmodernism, feminism and gender studies the appropriation across time and
across cultures of specific canonical texts, by Shakespeare, Dickens, and others, but also of literary
archetypes such as myth or fairy tale. Ranging across genres and harnessing concepts from fields as
diverse as musicology and the natural sciences, this volume brings clarity to the complex debates
around adaptation and appropriation, offering a much-needed resource for those studying literature,
film, media or culture.
  the light of day graham swift: Persuasion of My Days Harvey A. Dorfman, 2005 Harvey
Dorfman literally rose from a childhood sickbed to his place of world renown in the field of sport
psychology. Here he recounts through anecdotal recollection the early experiences of days that
'persuaded' his future years. Dorfman brings the reader through that journey to his initial
experience as an educator.--BOOK JACKET.
  the light of day graham swift: Reading behind the lines Natasha Alden, 2015-11-01 This
book takes the concept of postmemory, developed in Holocaust studies, and applies it for the first
time to novels by contemporary British writers. Focusing on war fiction, Alden builds upon current
scholarship on historical fiction and memory studies, and extends the field by exploring how the use
of historical research within fiction illuminates the ways in which we remember and recreate the
past. Using postmemory to unlock both the transgenerational aspects of the novels discussed and
the development of historiographic metafiction, Alden provides a ground-breaking analysis of the
nature and potential of contemporary historical fiction. By examining the patterns and motivations
behind authors’ translations of material from the historical record into fiction, Alden also asks to
what extent such writing is, necessarily, metafictional. Ultimately, this study offers an updated
answer to the question that historical fiction has always posed: what can fiction do with history that
history cannot?
  the light of day graham swift: Contemporary Crisis Fictions E. Horton, 2014-07-08 This book
offers a significant statement about the contemporary British novel in relation to three authors:
Graham Swift, Ian McEwan, and Kazuo Ishiguro. All writing at the forefront of a generation, these
authors sought to resuscitate the novel's ethico-political credentials, at a time which did not seem
conducive to such a project.
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