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Success Stories of Single Mothers: Inspiring Journeys of Resilience and Triumph

Success stories of single mothers are some of the most inspiring narratives of determination,
courage, and unwavering love. These stories reveal how women, despite the challenges of raising
children alone, manage to carve out fulfilling careers, create stable homes, and positively impact their
communities. Single motherhood, often accompanied by financial, emotional, and social hurdles, can
feel overwhelming, but countless women have defied the odds to build successful lives for themselves
and their children. In this article, we’ll explore several remarkable journeys, uncover the common
traits that contribute to their success, and offer insights that can inspire anyone facing similar
circumstances.

What Defines Success for Single Mothers?

Success can be subjective, especially when it comes to single mothers. For many, it’s not just about
financial stability or career achievements but also about emotional well-being, healthy family
dynamics, and personal growth.

Balancing Career and Parenthood

One of the greatest challenges single mothers face is balancing the dual roles of caregiver and
breadwinner. Success stories of single mothers often highlight how these women not only excel in
their professions but also prioritize quality time with their children. Time management, setting clear
priorities, and seeking support when needed are common strategies that help single mothers thrive.

Emotional Resilience and Mental Health

The journey is not without emotional strain. Many successful single mothers emphasize the
importance of mental health and resilience. Overcoming feelings of isolation, stress, and sometimes
societal judgment requires inner strength and often support from friends, family, or professional
counselors.

Inspiring Success Stories of Single Mothers Who Made
It Big

The stories of women who have risen above adversity to achieve great things serve as powerful
reminders that single motherhood is not a barrier to success.



J.K. Rowling: From Struggling Single Mother to Literary Icon

Before becoming one of the world’s most famous authors, J.K. Rowling was a single mother living on
welfare. Battling depression and financial hardship, she poured her energy into writing the Harry
Potter series. Today, her books have sold millions of copies worldwide, and she is a symbol of hope for
single mothers everywhere. Her story shows the power of perseverance and believing in one’s
dreams even during the darkest times.

Mary J. Blige: Turning Pain into Purpose

Music icon Mary J. Blige raised her son as a single mother while navigating a tumultuous early life. Her
rise to fame was fueled by her ability to channel personal struggles into her art, ultimately becoming
the “Queen of Hip-Hop Soul.” Blige’s journey illustrates how embracing vulnerability and resilience
can lead to both personal and professional triumph.

Chrissy Teigen: Embracing Motherhood and Career
Simultaneously

Model and television personality Chrissy Teigen has openly discussed the challenges of single
parenthood, balancing her thriving career with raising her children. By prioritizing self-care and
maintaining a strong support network, she continues to succeed and inspire many women juggling
similar roles.

Common Traits in the Success Stories of Single
Mothers

While every story is unique, certain qualities and habits frequently appear in tales of single mothers
who achieve success.

Unwavering Determination

An unshakable determination to provide the best life for their children often drives single mothers to
push beyond limits. This determination fuels late-night work sessions, pursuing education, or starting
their own businesses despite the exhaustion.

Strong Support Systems

Even the most independent single mothers rely on a network of family, friends, or community
resources. These support systems provide emotional encouragement, childcare assistance, or



financial help when needed, making the journey more manageable.

Adaptability and Problem-Solving

Life as a single mother often involves unexpected challenges. Successful single mothers develop
adaptability, learning to think creatively and solve problems on the fly, whether it’s managing tight
budgets or navigating career shifts.

Practical Tips Inspired by Success Stories of Single
Mothers

Learning from those who have walked the path before can offer valuable guidance for single mothers
striving for success.

Set Clear Goals and Celebrate Small Wins

Breaking down big ambitions into achievable steps helps maintain motivation. Celebrate milestones,
no matter how small—they build momentum and reinforce a positive mindset.

Invest in Personal Development

Whether it’s furthering education, learning new skills, or cultivating hobbies, investing time in
personal growth can open doors to better career opportunities and enhance self-confidence.

Seek Out Resources and Community Support

Many organizations offer support tailored to single mothers, including financial aid, career counseling,
and parenting workshops. Tapping into these resources can alleviate burdens and provide valuable
connections.

Prioritize Self-Care

Taking care of one’s physical and mental health is crucial. Simple habits like regular exercise,
mindfulness practices, or setting boundaries can improve overall well-being and parenting
effectiveness.



Breaking Stereotypes: The Changing Narrative Around
Single Motherhood

Society’s perception of single mothers has evolved significantly. Success stories of single mothers
challenge outdated stereotypes that paint them as struggling or dependent. Today, more women are
celebrated for their multifaceted identities—being dedicated parents, accomplished professionals,
entrepreneurs, and community leaders.

These stories help create a more inclusive understanding that success is attainable regardless of
family structure. They also encourage policy changes and workplace accommodations that support
single parents, such as flexible hours, parental leave, and affordable childcare.

Entrepreneurship as a Pathway to Success

Many single mothers have found entrepreneurship to be a flexible and empowering way to achieve
financial independence. Starting small businesses or freelancing allows them to balance work and
family while pursuing their passions.

Example: Sara Blakely, founder of Spanx, was a single mother who built a billion-dollar
company from scratch.

Example: Jessica Alba, founder of The Honest Company, balanced raising children with growing
a successful business in natural products.

These examples showcase how innovation and determination can create new opportunities tailored to
the unique needs of single mothers.

Encouraging the Next Generation Through Role Models

Seeing successful single mothers thrive sends a powerful message to children and young women
about the possibilities ahead. These role models demonstrate that challenges do not define one’s
future and that resilience, hard work, and self-belief can lead to a fulfilling life.

Mentorship programs and community initiatives that connect single mothers with established
professionals provide guidance and encouragement, fostering a cycle of empowerment.

---

Success stories of single mothers are a testament to human strength and the transformative power of
love and hope. As more women share their journeys, society gains a richer, more compassionate
understanding of what it means to be a single mother—and how success can look different for
everyone. Whether through career achievements, entrepreneurial ventures, or creating nurturing
family environments, these inspiring women redefine success on their own terms.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who are some famous single mothers who have achieved
great success?
Famous single mothers who have achieved great success include Oprah Winfrey, J.K. Rowling, and
Tina Turner, all of whom overcame significant personal challenges to build remarkable careers.

What are common challenges single mothers face on their
path to success?
Single mothers often face challenges such as financial instability, balancing work and childcare,
limited time for personal development, and social stigma, but many overcome these through
resilience and support networks.

How do single mothers manage work-life balance while
pursuing their goals?
Single mothers manage work-life balance by prioritizing tasks, seeking flexible work arrangements,
utilizing support systems like family and childcare services, and setting realistic goals to maintain
focus and wellbeing.

What role does education play in the success stories of single
mothers?
Education plays a crucial role by providing single mothers with skills, qualifications, and confidence,
enabling them to access better job opportunities and create a stable future for themselves and their
children.

Can you share an inspiring success story of a single mother
who started a business?
Jessica Alba, a single mother, co-founded The Honest Company, a successful consumer goods
company focused on non-toxic products. Her story highlights determination and leveraging personal
values to build a thriving business.

How important is community support in the success of single
mothers?
Community support is vital as it offers emotional encouragement, practical assistance such as
childcare, networking opportunities, and resources that help single mothers navigate challenges and
achieve their goals.



What strategies do successful single mothers use to stay
motivated?
Successful single mothers stay motivated by setting clear goals, celebrating small achievements,
maintaining a positive mindset, seeking mentorship, and reminding themselves of the reasons behind
their hard work.

Are there specific programs or organizations that help single
mothers succeed?
Yes, many organizations such as Single Mothers by Choice, Women’s Opportunity Awards, and local
community programs offer financial aid, education, training, and counseling to support single mothers
in their journey to success.

How do single mothers inspire others through their success
stories?
Single mothers inspire others by demonstrating resilience, determination, and the ability to overcome
adversity, thereby motivating others in similar situations to pursue their dreams and believe in their
potential.

What impact do successful single mothers have on their
children?
Successful single mothers serve as role models, teaching their children the values of hard work,
independence, and perseverance, which can positively influence their children’s future attitudes and
achievements.

Additional Resources
Success Stories of Single Mothers: Triumph Over Adversity

success stories of single mothers often serve as powerful testaments to resilience, determination,
and the transformative power of perseverance. In societies worldwide, single mothers face
multifaceted challenges ranging from financial burdens to social stigmas. Yet, many have defied odds
to create inspiring narratives of success, not only securing stable livelihoods but also contributing
significantly to their communities. This article delves into these stories with a professional lens,
exploring the dynamics that shape their journeys and illuminating the broader implications for social
and economic policies.

Understanding the Landscape: Challenges Faced by
Single Mothers

Before examining the success stories of single mothers, it is crucial to contextualize the obstacles



they commonly encounter. Single parenthood often correlates with increased economic vulnerability.
According to data from the U.S. Census Bureau, approximately 23% of single-mother families live
below the poverty line, a statistic reflecting the significant financial strain many endure. Beyond
economics, single mothers frequently grapple with limited access to affordable childcare, healthcare
disparities, and societal prejudices that can impact mental health and career progression.

These challenges underscore the magnitude of achievements by single mothers who manage to
thrive despite systemic barriers. Their success stories are not merely individual triumphs; they also
highlight areas where social support structures can be enhanced.

Profiles in Perseverance: Notable Success Stories of
Single Mothers

From Struggles to Startups: Entrepreneurial Spirit Among
Single Mothers

One notable trend among successful single mothers is the pursuit of entrepreneurship. Faced with
rigid work schedules and the need for flexible income sources, many have launched businesses that
not only provide financial independence but also foster community empowerment.

For example, Jessica Alba, co-founder of The Honest Company, has often spoken about balancing
motherhood as a single parent with the demands of building a billion-dollar enterprise focused on
ethical consumer products. Her story illustrates how single mothers can leverage creativity and
tenacity to disrupt traditional business models.

Similarly, in local communities, countless lesser-known single mothers have founded small enterprises
ranging from catering services to digital marketing agencies. These ventures often start as side
hustles and grow into significant sources of income, demonstrating adaptability and strategic risk-
taking.

Education as a Catalyst: Academic Achievements Amidst
Adversity

Education frequently emerges as a pivotal factor in the success stories of single mothers. Access to
higher education or vocational training can open doors to improved job prospects and long-term
financial stability.

Research indicates that single mothers who complete college degrees increase their earning potential
substantially, narrowing the wage gap. Take the example of Michelle Obama, who navigated single
motherhood while pursuing an Ivy League education and building a distinguished career. Her journey
underscores the critical role of educational attainment in breaking cycles of poverty.

Community colleges and online learning platforms have also become vital resources for single



mothers seeking flexible educational opportunities. These options allow them to balance parenting
responsibilities with academic goals.

Mental Health and Emotional Resilience: The Invisible Success
Factors

Success stories of single mothers often highlight not only external accomplishments but also profound
emotional resilience. Managing stress, combating isolation, and maintaining mental well-being are
integral to their overall success.

Studies show that single mothers who engage in support groups, counseling, or mindfulness practices
report higher levels of life satisfaction and efficacy. This emotional fortitude enables them to navigate
complex personal and professional landscapes, fostering a sustainable path to success.

Key Factors Contributing to the Success of Single
Mothers

Several recurring themes emerge across the diverse success stories of single mothers:

Strong Social Networks: Support from family, friends, and community organizations often
provides critical emotional and practical assistance.

Access to Flexible Work Arrangements: Remote work and flexible hours enable single
mothers to balance childcare with employment effectively.

Financial Literacy and Planning: Sound money management skills help mitigate economic
hardships and facilitate long-term stability.

Government and Nonprofit Support: Programs offering childcare subsidies, healthcare, and
educational grants play a vital role.

These factors, combined with individual determination, create a framework enabling single mothers to
overcome systemic barriers.

Comparative Analysis: Single Mothers Across Different
Socioeconomic Contexts

Success stories vary significantly across geographic and socioeconomic contexts. In high-income
countries, access to social safety nets and educational resources can increase the likelihood of
upward mobility for single mothers. Conversely, in low-income regions, the absence of such
infrastructures often compounds difficulties.



For instance, single mothers in Scandinavian countries benefit from comprehensive parental leave
policies and subsidized childcare, which correlate with higher employment rates among single
mothers. In contrast, those in developing nations may face extreme poverty and limited educational
opportunities, making their success stories even more remarkable when they emerge.

This disparity highlights the importance of tailoring policy interventions to cultural and economic
realities to support single mothers effectively.

Implications and Future Directions

The success stories of single mothers challenge pervasive stereotypes and underscore the need for
inclusive policies that recognize their unique circumstances. As more single mothers enter the
workforce and pursue higher education, employers and policymakers must adapt to create
environments conducive to their success.

Investing in affordable childcare, promoting flexible work policies, and expanding access to education
can amplify these success stories on a broader scale. Additionally, public narratives that celebrate the
achievements of single mothers contribute to reducing stigma and empowering others.

In the evolving social fabric, the stories of single mothers resonate as examples of strength and
innovation, providing valuable insights into resilience and the human spirit’s capacity to overcome
adversity.

Success Stories Of Single Mothers

  success stories of single mothers: Becoming A Single Mom Polly Avilar, 2021-04-13 Check
out this single mom success story from the author to give you hope and encouragement on your
single motherhood journey. By using my journey as a single mom to six children, the magical, bad
and the downright ugly, I hope to help inspire and open the door to better decision making from
other single moms that are struggling to find themselves and provide a positive mindset for their
children.
  success stories of single mothers: The Successful Single Mother Lisa Rigas, 2015-04-30
  success stories of single mothers: Choosing Single Motherhood Mikki Morrissette,
2006-04 The first comprehensive resource book available for women who have chosen, or are
thinking of choosing, single motherhood. Based on extensive research, advice from child experts and
family therapists, and conversations with more than one hundred ?thinkers? and single mothers, this
book funnels twenty-five years of hindsight into up-to-date insight on all aspects of the Choice
Motherhood movement. From how to answer a child's ?daddy? questions to the pros and cons of
using a known donor to how the children of pioneering Choice Moms feel about the lifestyle, this
book is the one resource needed by every woman who makes this decision.
  success stories of single mothers: Heroes in Our Midst Chris Coffman, 2020-11-17 Single
Mom - You Are a Hero!You may not consider yourself one. You may have never been celebrated as
such. In fact, the culture may be treating you much differently. In some circles, you feel as though
you have failed and that you and your children are now a burden on society. Your potential has been
stifled, your dreams will never be, and your only chance at redemption can be found in marriage and
taking on the appearance of a normal family.Do not let the opinions of others define you. True

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-200/success-stories-of-single-mothers.pdf


heroes are admired or idealized for courage, outstanding achievements, or noble qualities. You, the
single mom, are a warrior standing in the gap to lead, nurture, and protect your children. You are,
by definition, a hero. Heroes in Our Midst chronicles the lives of eight single moms who rose above
their adversities to carve out better lives for themselves and their families. Each real-life story
weaves together the challenges, the setbacks, and the limitations these women faced with the inner
strength, determination and fortitude that propelled them beyond their circumstances to succeed. In
each case, the Helping Hands for Single Moms scholarship program played a supportive role as
these moms went to great lengths to achieve their academic goals. Every mom in this book thought
at one time that she was no one special, just another of society's single moms. Learn from and be
encouraged by the power fierce love has to change a mom's life for the sake of her children. As you
read Heroes in Our Midst, you will find yourself rooting for these single moms to overcome the many
obstacles they face. It is never too late for a new beginning. Lucille O'Neal Author, Motivational
Speaker, and one of the founding members of the Mothers of Professional Basketball Players, Inc.
(MPBP) In 2014 I fell in love with the Helping Hands for Single Moms organization; this book
reminds me why. Eddie Johnson NBA veteran and co-host of NBA Today on Sirius XM NBA Radio
Heroes in Our Midst not only celebrates these but demonstrates what can happen when a call to
serve, a vision to lead, and a helping hand divinely come together. Cynt Marshall CEO of the Dallas
Mavericks
  success stories of single mothers: The Start-up Anika Cohen, Kishma George, Dawn Lieck,
2022
  success stories of single mothers: Single Mothers Success Eliana Coit, 2021-04-14 Check out
this single mom success story from the author to give you hope and encouragement on your single
motherhood journey. By using my journey as a single mom to six children, the magical, bad and the
downright ugly, I hope to help inspire and open the door to better decision making from other single
moms that are struggling to find themselves and provide a positive mindset for their children.
  success stories of single mothers: Teen Mothers and the Revolving Welfare Door Kathleen
Mullan Harris, 1997 Kathleen Mullan Harris reveals the relationship between black teenage mothers
and the welfare system. Does welfare encourage them to maintain a life of dependency? How does
education, marriage, and employment impact this relationship? How do these women escape
dependency? Harris's account is based on Frank Furstenberg's Baltimore study, which began in the
1960s and has continued for more than 20 years. This study traces the paths of these mothers and
provides commentary on the changes in the welfare system and the way society perceives welfare
recipients. Not only are job prospects worse today but so are welfare benefits, and the abortion rate
has risen drastically.
  success stories of single mothers: Priceless Father Rev. Dr. Ebele Okonkwo Onuigbo,
2024-06-26 “The Priceless Father” delves into the critical role parents play in a child’s upbringing
and examines the profound impact of parental absence on their development. This book emphasizes
the necessity of a stable family environment as the foundation for success in both career and
community life. In today’s society, a significant number of children are raised by single mothers,
highlighting the alarming statistic that at least one in three children comes from a broken home.
While there are success stories of children raised by single parents, these narratives often overlook
the immense commitment, love, and hard work involved. The book addresses the misconception that
having both parents guarantees a child’s success, noting that even when both parents are present,
they may be emotionally or financially absent, leaving a void in the child’s life. “The Priceless
Father” argues for the importance of effective communication and conflict resolution to maintain a
nurturing home environment. It also explores the concept of finding spiritual fulfillment and
guidance from God when earthly parents fall short. Through this perspective, the book offers
insights into coping mechanisms and finding solace in the absence of ideal parental figures.
Ultimately, this book serves as a guide for parents and couples, empowering them to navigate
turbulent times with sensitivity toward their children’s needs. Through mutual respect, effective
communication, and a commitment to resolving conflicts, families can strive toward harmony and



stability, safeguarding the well-being of the next generation.
  success stories of single mothers: 51 Success Stories from Canadian Real Estate
Investors Don R. Campbell, 2009-12-09 51 Success Stories from Canadian Real Estate Investors
chronicles the incredible successes -- and near-misses -- of Canadian investors who employ
strategies designed by Canada's best-selling real estate author, Don R. Campbell. In his first two
best-sellers, Real Estate Investing in Canada and 97 Tips for Canadian Real Estate Investors,
Campbell shows what it takes to succeed in real estate investing. In his third book, Campbell casts a
spotlight on the success stories of investors as well as exploring examples of occasions when
investing initiatives do not go so well. In his assessments, Campbell illustrates how to avoid these
circumstances and what to learn from them. The end result is further proof that Campbell's
time-proven techniques and in-depth knowledge are essential reading for every real estate investor
in Canada.
  success stories of single mothers: A Path out of Poverty: Helping BC Income Assistance
Recipients Upgrade Their Education Shauna Jane Butterwick, 2006 Introduction; Methodology;
Policy Context; 2002: The Context Changes; Best Practices; Access; Retention; Making a Difference;
After the Cuts; Conclusion; Lessons Learned; Recommendations; Endnotes; References.
  success stories of single mothers: 17 Rules of a Successful Single Mother Sina Banks,
2018-07-25 17 Rules of a Successful Single Mother is a life-changing book all single mothers should
read. This book will help you with life's many challenges and will help you to create a better life for
you and your children. From letting go of the past and maintaining mental health to knowing your
finances and employing effective time management, these seventeen rules will aid you in setting and
maintaining your personal and professional goals, all while being a successful single mother. So
many single mothers struggle each day and simply need direction. This book won't solve it all, but it
will give you direction and simple principles to help your journey as a single mother run more
smoothly. The seventeen rules contained within this book will change your life!
  success stories of single mothers: Single Parents Can Be Proud Parents Dr. Juanita Shaw,
2019-10-28 Single Parents Can Be Proud Parents—My Story to His Glory---Our children are God’s
gifts to us. As parents, we must cultivate, nurture, and treasure them, as well as make them feel
appreciated and loved. Many single parents often look at single parenting as a task too large to
undertake, and rightfully so, if they try to do it on their own. Through her simple yet inspiring words,
Dr. Shaw encourages you in Single Parents Can Be Proud Parents—My Story to His Glory, that when
facing challenges, you can still be the proud and successful parent that God has called you to be.
When you place your total confidence and trust in the Almighty God, He will lead you every step of
the way.
  success stories of single mothers: A Miracle Every Day Marita Golden, 2011-05-11 A
Miracle Everyday takes an illuminating and intimate look at flourishing single-mother families.
Single motherhood and the children of single mothers have been the subject of overwhelmingly
negative statistical analysis. But, asks Marita Golden, where are the studies that analyze the
strengths of single mothers, the positive adaptive skills learned by their children, the support
systems that help these families work? In A Miracle Every Day Golden, once a single mother herself,
and several other single mothers and their family members share their success stories with great
honestly and insight. Golden identifies the coping characteristics these families have in common and
organizes them into guiding themes, making A Miracle Every Day a book that single mothers and
their support networks can turn to for wisdom, comfort, and inspiration.
  success stories of single mothers: Women, Health, and Poverty Cesar A. Perales, Lauren
S. Young, 1988 This critical new volume takes a hard look at the well-being of poor women in North
America. It provides a rare opportunity to focus on one of the most pressing, but neglected social
issues of our time--the injurious health consequences of impoverishment among women. A
distinguished group of experts reviews the adequacy of our social and health policies and comments
on a wide range of issues relating to poverty, gender, and health. Topics include the diversity in the
population of poor women, the health and safety conditions of the work environments of



working-poor, and factors that influence health conditions among poor and racial/ethnic women.
  success stories of single mothers: Media, the State and Marginalisation Rachna Sharma,
2019-01-24 The media has a close relationship with socio-cultural and political systems in today’s
society. This relationship both offers the potential to tackle the various challenges associated with
inequality and, at the same time, creates a nexus with the elite classes of society to keep the
marginalized away from the mainstream. This complex relationship between the media, state and
the marginalized becomes more complex and interesting in the Indian context, where we find
diversity not only in groups and communities, but also in power-relations. This book, containing
twenty-one chapters and an editorial introduction, thus, deals with Indian perspectives in relation to
the media, the state and the marginalized sections of society. This book will be of interest to
academics, scholars and students of social sciences, especially in the fields of media studies, political
science and sociology. It will also be useful for the people working in the media industry.
  success stories of single mothers: Real-World Solutions for Diversity, Strategic Change, and
Organizational Development: Perspectives in Healthcare, Education, Business, and Technology
Burrell, Darrell Norman, 2023-09-11 The great resignation, quiet quitting, #MeToo workplace
cultures, bro culture at work, the absence of more minorities in cybersecurity, cybercrime, police
brutality, the Black Lives Matter protests, racial health disparities, misinformation about COVID-19,
and the emergence of new technologies that can be leveraged to help others or misused to harm
others have created a level of complexity about inclusion, equity, and organizational efficiency in
organizations in the areas of healthcare, education, business, and technology. Real-World Solutions
for Diversity, Strategic Change, and Organizational Development: Perspectives in Healthcare,
Education, Business, and Technology takes an interdisciplinary academic approach to understand
the real-world impact and practical solutions-oriented approach to the chaotic convergence and
emergence of organizational challenges and complex issues in healthcare, education, business, and
technology through a lens of ideas and strategies that are different and innovative. Covering topics
such as behavioral variables, corporate sustainability, and strategic change, this premier reference
source is a vital resource for corporate leaders, human resource managers, DEI practitioners,
policymakers, administrators, sociologists, students and educators of higher education, researchers,
and academicians.
  success stories of single mothers: Women: Our Story DK, 2022-04-30 Reexamining history
from a female perspective, this book celebrates the pivotal but less well-known roles women have
played in culture and society. Packed full of evocative images, this gloriously illustrated book reveals
the key events in women's history--from early matriarchal societies through women's suffrage, the
Suffragette movement, 20th-century feminism, and gender politics, to recent movements such as
#MeToo and International Women's Day--and the key role women have had in shaping our past.
Learn about the everyday lives of women through the ages as well as the big names of women's
history--powerful, inspirational, and trailblazing women such as Cleopatra, Florence Nightingale,
Emmeline Pankhurst, Eva Peron, and Rosa Parks--and discover the unsung contributions of
lesser-known women who have changed the world, and the forgotten events of women's history.
Placing women firmly center stage, Women: Our Story shows women where they came from, and in
celebrating the achievements of women of the past, offers positive role models for women of today.
  success stories of single mothers: Kids of Character Robert V. Heckel, David M. Shumaker,
2007-03-30 When psychologists Shumaker and Heckel wrote their earlier book on Children Who
Murder, it became clear to them that society—specifically a significant portion of its young
members—is in crisis. Focused on this crisis, these authors found an everyday issue that makes life
more challenging for parents who are trying to raise kids of good character. The issue is this: There
are extensive differences now in the family, the school environment, the community and even
religious institutions, compared to previous generations. For example, familes of today rarely have a
coherent extended family. And by far in most regions, dual working parents are common, as are
single parents and stepfamilies. Church activities, events and agents are not as evident in the
community as they were in the past. Schools under increasing demand for testing and measurement



take less time to devote to issues of character. Altogether, the changes are significant, and can leave
parents searching for ways to instill character in their kids. Shumaker and Heckel spotlight these
historical changes, and also ways parents today are succeeding in creating kids of character
nonetheless. When authors Shumaker and Heckel wrote their earlier book on Children Who Murder,
it became clear to them that society—specifically a significant portion of its young members—is in
crisis. Focused on this crisis, these authors found an everyday issue that makes life more challenging
for parents trying to raise kids of character. The challenge is this: there are extensive differences
now in the family, the school environment, the community and even religious institutions, compared
to previous generations. For example, families of today rarely have a coherent extended family. Dual
working parents are common. Church activities, events and agents are not nearly as evident in the
community as they were in the past. And schools, under increasing demand for testing and
measurement, devote far less time to issues of character than they did in the past. Altogether, the
changes are significant and can leave parents at a loss for how to best develop character intheir
kids. Shumaker and Heckel show us how some parents are creatively handling this challenge. The
authors do not argue that most American kids are out of hand, cruel, or immoral. They are neither
cynics nor prophets of doom. What they do see is a disappearance of supports for parents, making
the adults'job more demanding. Yet they pinpoint ways some parents are succeeding in this new
millennium. This book begins by explaining the basics of moral development in children reviewing
recent research findings. If offers parents, teachers, professors, administrators, clergy, and
legislators helpful tools to promote character.
  success stories of single mothers: Stepdads William Marsiglio, 2004 In Stepdads Stories of
Love, Hope, and Repair, William Marsiglio addresses provocative and timely questions facing
stepfathers, single mothers, and remarried couples today. This book speaks to those who study and
work with stepfamilies as well as persons who have ever thought about or lived in a stepfamily. Visit
our website for sample chapters!
  success stories of single mothers: Work and Family Commitments of Low-Income and
Impoverished Women Judith Hennessy, 2015-03-18 Conflict between work and family life is an all
too familiar experience for many Americans. The difficult choices facing women who combine paid
work with childcare are the subject of a deluge of books and articles in addition to an ongoing public
debate about how women and men should balance their work and family commitments. Although we
know a great deal about the social and cultural environment fueling these contradictions among
middle-class and upper middle class women, we know little about the forces that influence poor and
low-income women. Work and Family Commitments of Low-Income and Impoverished Women
addresses this omission and gives voice to women in poverty as it traces the moral and cultural
structures that help shape the meaning and value of paid work and motherhood among a group of
mothers who rely on welfare or a combination of low-wage work and welfare to provide and care for
their families. This portrayal of poor women’s lives rarely enters the work-life debate over women’s
choices, generally characterized as between mothers who have to work versus those who choose to.
Judith Hennessy puts low-income women front and center to shed light on less explored aspects of
the moral and cultural foundations of contemporary work and family conflict from interviews and
survey data of a group of low-income and poor mothers on and off welfare. Hennessey explores the
paradox in American society where combining paid work with caring for children continues to
generate considerable ambivalence (and often guilt) on the part of married middle-class mothers for
devoting too much time to paid work and supposedly neglecting their children. While poor and
working class mothers who might otherwise rely on welfare are relegated to working at low-wage
jobs outside the home in fulfillment of their family responsibilities.
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