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Romantic Poems by William Wordsworth: Exploring Nature, Emotion, and Love

romantic poems by william wordsworth have long captivated readers with their
profound connection to nature, deep emotional resonance, and lyrical beauty.
As one of the pioneering figures of the English Romantic movement,
Wordsworth’s poetry is celebrated for its vivid imagery, philosophical depth,
and heartfelt exploration of human experience. While often remembered for his
reflections on the natural world, Wordsworth’s romantic poems also delve into
themes of love, memory, and the sublime, making his work endlessly rich and
compelling.

In this article, we’ll journey through some of the most notable romantic
poems by William Wordsworth, uncovering the layers of meaning and emotional
intensity that have made his poetry timeless. Whether you’re a longtime fan
or new to Wordsworth’s verse, this exploration will offer fresh insights into
how his romanticism shaped literary history and continues to inspire readers
today.

Understanding Romanticism through Wordsworth’s
Poetry

Before diving into specific poems, it’s important to grasp the essence of
Romanticism as a literary movement. Emerging in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries, Romanticism emphasized emotion, individualism, and a deep
appreciation for nature. William Wordsworth, alongside poets like Samuel
Taylor Coleridge, was instrumental in shaping this movement. His romantic
poems often celebrate the beauty of the natural landscape, the intensity of
personal feelings, and the spiritual connection between humans and the
environment.

Wordsworth’s approach to poetry was revolutionary for its time. He sought to
write in the "language of the common man," making his works accessible yet
profound. His romantic poems are grounded in simple, everyday experiences but
elevated through poetic insight into universal truths.

Key Themes in Romantic Poems by William
Wordsworth



The Power of Nature

One cannot discuss Wordsworth’s romantic poetry without highlighting his
unparalleled depiction of nature. For Wordsworth, nature is not just a
backdrop but a living, breathing entity that nurtures the soul and inspires
creativity. His poems often portray natural scenes as sources of comfort,
wisdom, and spiritual renewal.

Take, for example, his famous poem "Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern
Abbey." Here, Wordsworth reflects on the restorative power of the natural
world, contrasting the peace found in nature with the chaos of urban life.
The poem beautifully captures how memories of nature can sustain us
emotionally and spiritually, a hallmark of romantic poetry.

Emotion and Memory

Romantic poems by William Wordsworth frequently explore the interplay between
emotion and memory. Wordsworth believed that poetry should capture the
"emotion recollected in tranquility," meaning that reflecting on past
feelings can deepen understanding and artistic expression. His works often
revisit childhood experiences or past moments to evoke a sense of nostalgia
and emotional insight.

In poems like "Ode: Intimations of Immortality," Wordsworth meditates on the
fading innocence of childhood and the bittersweet nature of growth and
change. The poem’s emotional depth resonates because it acknowledges both
loss and the enduring connection to a purer, more connected state of being.

Love and Human Connection

While Wordsworth’s romantic poems are predominantly focused on nature and
introspection, he also writes tenderly about human relationships and love.
His poetry often intertwines affection for loved ones with the beauty of the
natural world, suggesting that love is a fundamental and harmonious part of
life.

For instance, "She Was a Phantom of Delight" is a celebratory poem in which
Wordsworth admires the grace and mystery of a woman he loves. The poem
highlights the romantic idealization of the beloved, blending emotional
admiration with vivid natural imagery.

Notable Romantic Poems by William Wordsworth



"I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud"

One of Wordsworth’s most beloved poems, "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud,"
perfectly encapsulates the joy and tranquility that nature brings. The poem
describes a field of daffodils dancing in the breeze, which uplifts the
poet’s spirits even when he is alone. This work is a quintessential example
of Wordsworth’s romantic style—simple language infused with deep emotional
resonance and an appreciation for the natural world.

"Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey"

This poem is a reflective masterpiece that captures the transformative power
of nature and memory. Wordsworth revisits the Wye Valley after several years
and contemplates how his relationship with nature has evolved. The poem is
rich with philosophical musings on time, change, and the human spirit, making
it a cornerstone of romantic poetry.

"Ode: Intimations of Immortality from Early
Childhood"

In this lengthy ode, Wordsworth explores the theme of lost innocence and the
enduring presence of a spiritual essence from childhood. The poem’s language
is both lofty and intimate, and it grapples with the tension between youthful
wonder and adult awareness. It’s a profound meditation on growth, loss, and
the hope that memory and imagination can restore a sense of immortality.

"She Was a Phantom of Delight"

This poem is a tender tribute to Wordsworth’s wife, Mary Hutchinson. It
captures the evolving perception of love—from initial enchantment to deep
affection and respect. The poem’s romantic tone is enhanced by its blend of
ethereal imagery and grounded emotion, reflecting the complexity of genuine
human connection.

How Wordsworth’s Romantic Poems Influence
Modern Readers and Writers

William Wordsworth’s romantic poems continue to resonate because they touch
on universal human experiences—our relationship with nature, the passage of
time, and the complexities of emotion. For modern readers, his work offers a
chance to slow down and appreciate the world around us, to find solace in



memory, and to celebrate love in its many forms.

Writers today often look to Wordsworth as a model for integrating personal
experience with broader philosophical themes. His emphasis on authenticity
and emotional honesty encourages poets and authors to explore their inner
lives and express feelings with clarity and depth.

Tips for Appreciating Romantic Poems by William
Wordsworth

Read aloud: Wordsworth’s poetry often gains musicality and rhythm when
spoken, helping to capture its emotional nuance.

Visualize nature: Try to picture the landscapes and scenes he describes
to deepen your connection with the text.

Reflect on personal memories: Consider how your own experiences resonate
with the themes of memory and emotion in his poems.

Explore historical context: Understanding the Romantic era’s ideals can
enrich your appreciation of Wordsworth’s intentions.

Exploring romantic poems by William Wordsworth is like embarking on a journey
through the heart and soul of nature and humanity. His ability to blend
simplicity with profound insight invites readers to see the beauty in
everyday moments and to cherish the delicate threads of love and memory that
weave through our lives. Whether you find yourself captivated by the gentle
flow of a river, the fleeting joy of a daffodil, or the enduring power of a
cherished relationship, Wordsworth’s poetry offers a timeless companion for
reflection and inspiration.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some famous romantic poems by William
Wordsworth?
Some famous romantic poems by William Wordsworth include "I Wandered Lonely
as a Cloud," "Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey," and "The
Prelude."

How does William Wordsworth express romanticism in



his poetry?
Wordsworth expresses romanticism through his emphasis on nature, emotion,
individual experience, and the celebration of the sublime and the ordinary in
his poetry.

What themes are commonly found in William
Wordsworth's romantic poems?
Common themes in Wordsworth's romantic poems include nature's beauty, the
power of memory, the innocence of childhood, and the spiritual connection
between humans and the natural world.

Why is William Wordsworth considered a key figure in
Romantic poetry?
Wordsworth is considered a key figure because he helped pioneer Romantic
poetry by focusing on personal emotion, nature, and the sublime, breaking
away from classical poetic forms and subjects.

How does Wordsworth's poem 'I Wandered Lonely as a
Cloud' reflect Romantic ideals?
The poem reflects Romantic ideals by celebrating the beauty of nature, the
joy it brings to the human spirit, and the importance of individual emotional
response to the natural world.

What role does nature play in William Wordsworth's
romantic poems?
Nature serves as a source of inspiration, spiritual renewal, and emotional
depth in Wordsworth's romantic poems, often symbolizing purity and the
sublime.

How did William Wordsworth's personal experiences
influence his romantic poetry?
Wordsworth's personal experiences, including his childhood in the Lake
District and his reflections on memory and loss, deeply influenced his focus
on nature and emotional introspection in his poetry.

Are there any notable collections of romantic poems
by William Wordsworth?
Yes, notable collections include "Lyrical Ballads" (co-written with Samuel
Taylor Coleridge) and "The Prelude," which contain many of his romantic poems
focusing on nature and individual experience.



How did Wordsworth's romantic poetry impact later
literary movements?
Wordsworth's romantic poetry influenced later literary movements by
emphasizing subjective experience and nature, paving the way for modern
poetry that values emotional depth and personal reflection.

Additional Resources
Romantic Poems by William Wordsworth: An In-Depth Exploration of Nature,
Emotion, and Imagination

romantic poems by william wordsworth hold a distinguished place in English
literature, emblematic of the Romantic era’s emphasis on emotion, nature, and
personal experience. Wordsworth’s poetry, deeply intertwined with the natural
world, explores the profound connections between human consciousness and the
environment, offering readers a contemplative journey through beauty, memory,
and spirituality. His work not only helped to define Romantic poetry but also
challenged the conventions of his time by celebrating simplicity and the
everyday.

The Essence of Romanticism in Wordsworth’s
Poetry

William Wordsworth stands among the most influential figures of the Romantic
movement, which emerged in the late 18th and early 19th centuries as a
reaction against the rationalism of the Enlightenment. Romantic poems by
William Wordsworth often embody key characteristics of the movement: an
emphasis on individual emotion, the sublime in nature, and a rejection of
industrialization’s encroachment on human experience. His poetry sought to
capture the spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings, as he famously
described in the preface to *Lyrical Ballads*, a collaborative work with
Samuel Taylor Coleridge that marked a turning point in English literature.

Wordsworth’s romanticism is characterized by a deep reverence for the natural
world, which he viewed not merely as a backdrop but as a living force capable
of inspiring moral and spiritual growth. This connection between humanity and
nature is central to many of his most celebrated poems.

The Role of Nature in Wordsworth’s Romantic Poetry

Nature serves as both muse and subject in Wordsworth’s romantic poems. His
work often juxtaposes the innocence and purity of the natural world with the
complexities and corruptions of human society. For Wordsworth, nature is a



source of solace and wisdom, capable of nurturing the human spirit. This
theme is poignantly illustrated in poems such as *Lines Composed a Few Miles
Above Tintern Abbey* and *I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud*.

In *Tintern Abbey*, Wordsworth reflects on the restorative power of nature
over time, emphasizing memory’s role in preserving emotional experiences. The
poem conveys a spiritual communion with the landscape, suggesting that nature
can elevate human consciousness beyond the mundane. Similarly, *I Wandered
Lonely as a Cloud* captures the joyful spontaneity of encountering a field of
daffodils, highlighting how natural beauty can inspire enduring happiness.

Exploration of Emotion and Memory

Romantic poems by William Wordsworth frequently delve into the interplay
between emotion and memory. His poetic philosophy asserts that emotional
experiences, especially those connected to nature, enrich the mind and
provide enduring moral guidance. This introspective quality differentiates
Wordsworth from earlier poets who favored formal structures and classical
themes.

Wordsworth’s use of simple language and conversational tone in his poetry
makes these profound themes accessible. He deliberately chose common speech
to better express the authenticity of human feelings, a technique that
resonated with a wide audience and contributed to the democratization of
poetry.

Key Romantic Poems by William Wordsworth

Wordsworth’s oeuvre includes numerous poems that illustrate the core tenets
of Romanticism. A review of some of his most iconic works sheds light on the
diversity and depth of his poetic vision.

“Tintern Abbey” – A Meditation on Nature and Self

Officially titled *Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey*, this poem
is often cited as a masterpiece of Romantic poetry. Written in 1798, it
reflects on the poet’s return to a beloved landscape after five years,
exploring how his perception of nature has evolved from youthful exuberance
to mature contemplation. The poem’s meditative tone and rich imagery
exemplify Wordsworth’s skill in intertwining personal reflection with
universal themes.



“I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” – Celebrating Joy in
Simplicity

Commonly known as *Daffodils*, this poem captures an ephemeral moment of
beauty and its lasting emotional impact. The vivid description of daffodils
dancing in the breeze invites readers to appreciate nature’s simple
pleasures. This work highlights Wordsworth’s belief in the power of memory to
sustain happiness and inspire creativity.

“The Prelude” – Autobiographical Epic and Romantic
Ideals

Considered Wordsworth’s magnum opus, *The Prelude* is an autobiographical
poem that traces the development of his poetic mind and philosophical
outlook. It explores themes of childhood innocence, the sublime in nature,
and the transformative power of imagination. Unlike shorter lyric poems, *The
Prelude* provides an expansive narrative that contextualizes Wordsworth’s
romantic sensibilities within his personal life and historical period.

Comparative Insights: Wordsworth and His
Romantic Contemporaries

While Wordsworth is often celebrated for his serene and reflective approach
to Romanticism, his contemporaries offered varying perspectives on similar
themes. Samuel Taylor Coleridge, for instance, infused his poetry with
supernatural and mystical elements, as seen in *The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner*. Percy Bysshe Shelley and John Keats emphasized passion, political
idealism, and sensual imagery in their works.

Wordsworth’s distinctive focus on the everyday and the natural world set him
apart. His poetry lacks the overtly dramatic or exotic subject matter common
among other Romantic poets, instead embracing simplicity and emotional depth
as revolutionary artistic choices.

Strengths and Limitations of Wordsworth’s
Romanticism

Strengths: Wordsworth’s ability to elevate commonplace experiences and
emotions into profound poetic expressions remains his greatest
achievement. His accessible language and heartfelt sincerity have
ensured his enduring popularity and influence.



Limitations: Critics have sometimes argued that Wordsworth’s
idealization of nature neglects the harsher realities of life and social
issues during his time. Additionally, his style can appear overly
meditative or repetitive to modern readers seeking more dynamic
narrative forms.

Legacy of Romantic Poems by William Wordsworth

The enduring appeal of romantic poems by William Wordsworth lies in their
fusion of personal emotion with universal themes. His work has inspired
generations of poets, artists, and thinkers to reconsider the relationship
between humanity and nature. Furthermore, Wordsworth’s emphasis on memory and
imagination continues to influence contemporary literary and environmental
discourse.

In academic and literary circles, Wordsworth’s poetry is frequently analyzed
for its innovative use of language and its philosophical depth. His
exploration of the self in relation to the external world remains a
foundational subject in Romantic studies and beyond.

Ultimately, the romantic poems by William Wordsworth offer a timeless
invitation to pause, reflect, and find meaning in the natural and emotional
landscapes that shape human existence.

Romantic Poems By William Wordsworth

  romantic poems by william wordsworth: An Evening Walk - A Romantic Poem for
Nature Lovers William Wordsworth, 2020-02-20 First published in 1793, “An Evening Walk - A
Romantic Poem for Nature Lovers” is a poem by English Romantic poet William Wordsworth.
Composed whilst he was at school, the young lady to whom it was addressed was his sister, the poet
and diarist Dorothy Wordsworth. A wonderful example of English Romantic poetry, “An Evening
Walk” is not to be missed by fans and collectors of Wordsworth's work. William Wordsworth
(1770–1850) was an English poet famous for helping to usher in the Romantic Age in English
literature with the publication of “Lyrical Ballads” (1798), which he co-wrote with Samuel Taylor
Coleridge. His best known work is perhaps “The Prelude”, a semi-autobiographical poem from his
early years which was changed and expanded many times throughout his life. Wordsworth was poet
laureate of Britain between 1843 until his death in 1850. Other notable works by this author include:
“The Tables Turned”, “The Thorn”, and “Lines Composed A Few Miles above Tintern Abbey”.
Contents include: “An Evening Walk – Notes By William Knight” and “An Evening Walk – Addressed
To A Young Lady”. Many vintage books such as this are becoming increasingly scarce and expensive.
We are republishing this volume now in an affordable, modern, high-quality edition complete with
introductory notes from “The Poetical Works of William Wordsworth” by William Knight.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: Romantic Poetry Karl Kroeber, Gene W. Ruoff, 1993
This anthology fills the need for a comprehensive, up-to-date collection of the most important
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contemporary writings on the English romantic poets. During the 1980s, many theoretical
innovations in literary study swept academic criticism. Many of these approaches--from
deconstructive, new historicist, and feminist perspectives--used romantic texts as primary examples
and altered radically the ways in which we read. Other major changes have occurred in textual
studies, dramatically transforming the works of these poets. The world of English romantic poetry
has certainly changed, and Romantic Poetry keeps pace with those changes. Karl Kroeber and Gene
W. Ruoff have organized the book by poet--Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelly, and
Keats--and have included essays representative of key critical approaches to each poet's work. In
addition to their excellent general introduction, the editors have provided brief, helpful forewords to
each essay, showing how it reflects current approaches to its subject. The book also has an extensive
bibliography sure to serve as an important research aid. Students on all levels will find this book
invaluable.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: Poems in Two Volumes William Wordsworth,
2019-04-15 Poems, in Two Volumes is a collection of poetry by English Romantic poet William
Wordsworth, published in 1807. It contains many notable poems, including: Resolution and
Independence I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud (sometimes anthologized as The Daffodils) My Heart
Leaps Up Ode: Intimations of Immortality Ode to Duty The Solitary Reaper Elegiac Stanzas
Composed upon Westminster Bridge, September 3, 1802 London, 1802 The World Is Too Much with
Us
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: Favorite Poems William Wordsworth, 1889
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: Romantic Poems, Poets, and Narrators Joseph C.
Sitterson, 2000 Students of Blake, Coleridge, Wordsworth and Keats should appreciate these
readings of the major romantic poems. The book presents a guide to the various and complex
discourses - formalist, psycholanalytic, deconstructive and new historicist - in which these poems
have been reviewed.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: Eternity in British Romantic Poetry Madeleine
Callaghan, 2022-05-13 Eternity in British Romantic Poetry explores the representation of the
relationship between eternity and the mortal world in the poetry of the period. It offers an original
approach to Romanticism that demonstrates, against the grain, the dominant intellectual
preoccupation of the era: the relationship between the mortal and the eternal. The project's scope is
two-fold: firstly, it analyses the prevalence and range of images of eternity (from apocalypse and
afterlife to transcendence) in Romantic poetry; secondly, it opens up a new and more nuanced focus
on how Romantic poets imagined and interacted with the idea of eternity. Every poet featured in the
book seeks and finds their uniqueness in their apprehension of eternity. From Blake’s assertion of
the Eternal Now to Keats’s defiance of eternity, Wordsworth’s ‘two consciousnesses’ versus
Coleridge’s capacious poetry, Byron’s swithering between versions of eternity compared to
Shelleyan yearning, and Hemans’s superlative account of everlasting female suffering, each poet
finds new versions of eternity to explore or reject. This monograph sets out a paradigm-shifting
approach to the aesthetic and philosophical power of eternity in Romantic poetry.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: The Cambridge Companion to British Romantic
Poetry Maureen N. McLane, 2008-09-04 More than any other period of British literature,
Romanticism is strongly identified with a single genre. Romantic poetry has been one of the most
enduring, best loved, most widely read and most frequently studied genres for two centuries and
remains no less so today. This Companion offers a comprehensive overview and interpretation of the
poetry of the period in its literary and historical contexts. The essays consider its metrical, formal,
and linguistic features; its relation to history; its influence on other genres; its reflections of empire
and nationalism, both within and outside the British Isles; and the various implications of oral
transmission and the rapid expansion of print culture and mass readership. Attention is given to the
work of less well-known or recently rediscovered authors, alongside the achievements of some of the
greatest poets in the English language: Wordsworth, Coleridge, Blake, Scott, Burns, Keats, Shelley,
Byron and Clare.



  romantic poems by william wordsworth: William Wordsworth's Poetry Daniel Robinson,
2010-10-07 Daniel Robinson provides a comprehensive guide to studying Wordsworth at
undergraduate level.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: Reading Romantic Poetry Fiona Stafford,
2014-02-03 Reading Romantic Poetry introduces the major themes and preoccupations, and the key
poems and players of a period convulsed by revolution, prolonged warfare and political crisis.
Provides a clear, lively introduction to Romantic Poetry, backed by academic research and marked
by its accessibility to students with little prior experience of poetry Introduces many of the major
topics of the age, from politics to publishing, from slavery to sociability, from Milton to the mind of
man Encourages direct responses to poems by opening up different aspects of the literature and
fresh approaches to reading Discusses the poets' own reading and experience of being read, as well
as analysis of the sounds of key poems and the look of the poem on the page Deepens understanding
of poems through awareness of their literary, historical, political and personal contexts Includes the
major poets of the period, Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, Keats, Burns and Clare
—as well as a host of less familiar writers, including women
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: Romantic Poetry Michael O'Neill, Charles Mahoney,
2007-09-24 Easily adaptable as both an anthology and an insightful guide to reading and
understanding Romantic Poetry, this text discusses the important elements in the works from poets
such as Smith, Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Southey, Barbauld, Byron, Shelley, Hemans, Keats
and Landon. Offers a thorough examination of the essential elements of Romantic Poetry Highly
selective, the text examines each of its poems in great detail Discusses theme, genre, structure,
rhyme, form, imagery, and poetic influence Helpful head notes and annotations provide relevant
contextual information and in-depth commentary
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: Romantic Poetry and Literary Coteries Tim
Fulford, 2015-08-12 Combining historical poetics and book history, Romantic Poetry and Literary
Coteries shows Romanticism as characterized by tropes and forms that were jointly produced by
literary circles. To show these connections, Fulford pulls from a wealth of print material including
political squibs, magazine essays, illustrated tour poems, and journals.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: William Wordsworth, Second-Generation Romantic
Jeffrey Cox, 2021-05-20 Comprehensive reading of 'late' Wordsworth, considering his work in
dialogue with the poetic, cultural and political battles of his day.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: English Romantic Poetry Harold Bloom, Sterling
Professor of Humanities Harold Bloom, Henry W, Albert A Berg, 2009 Examines the Romantic period
in poetry that includes the works of Byron, Shelley, Keats and others.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: The Complete Poetical Works of William
Wordsworth William Wordsworth, 1911 Contains poetry by William Wordsworth, a major English
Romantic poet who, helped to launch the Romantic Age in English literature.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: The Romantic Poetry Handbook Michael O'Neill,
Madeleine Callaghan, 2017-12-18 An absorbing survey of poetry written in one of the most
revolutionary eras in the history of British literature This comprehensive survey of British Romantic
poetry explores the work of six poets whose names are most closely associated with the Romantic
era—Wordsworth, Coleridge, Blake, Keats, Byron, and Shelley—as well as works by other significant
but less widely studied poets such as Leigh Hunt, Charlotte Smith, Felicia Hemans, and Letitia
Elizabeth Landon. Along with its exceptional coverage, the volume is alert to relevant contexts, and
opens up ways of understanding Romantic poetry. The Romantic Poetry Handbook encompasses the
entire breadth of the Romantic Movement, beginning with Anna Laetitia Barbauld and running
through to Thomas Lovell Beddoes and John Clare. In its central section ‘Readings’ it explores
tensions, change, and continuity within the Romantic Movement, and examines a wide range of
individual poems and poets through sensitive, attentive and accessible analyses. In addition, the
authors provide a full introduction, a detailed historical and cultural timeline, biographies of the
poets whose works are featured in the “Readings” section, and a helpful guide to further reading.



The Romantic Poetry Handbook is an ideal text for undergraduate and postgraduate study of British
Romantic poetry. It also will appeal to every reader with an interest in the Romantics and in poetry
generally.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: The Cambridge Introduction to British
Romantic Poetry Michael Ferber, 2012-04-26 The best way to learn about Romantic poetry is to
plunge in and read a few Romantic poems. This book guides the new reader through this experience,
focusing on canonical authors - Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Keats, Blake and Shelley - whilst also
including less familiar figures as well. Each chapter explains the history and development of a genre
or sets out an important context for the poetry, with a wealth of practical examples. Michael Ferber
emphasizes connections between poets as they responded to each other and to great literary, social
and historical changes around them. A unique appendix resolves most difficulties new readers of
works from this period might face: unfamiliar words, unusual word order, the subjunctive mood and
meter. This enjoyable and stimulating book is an ideal introduction to some of the most powerful and
pleasing poems in the English language, written in one of the greatest periods in English poetry.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: The Penguin Book of Romantic Poetry Jonathan
Wordsworth, 2005-05-26 The Romanticism that emerged after the American and French revolutions
of 1776 and 1789 represented a new flowering of the imagination and the spirit, and a celebration of
the soul of humanity with its capacity for love. This extraordinary collection sets the acknowledged
genius of poems such as Blake's 'Tyger', Coleridge's 'Khubla Khan' and Shelley's 'Ozymandias'
alongside verse from less familiar figures and women poets such as Charlotte Smith and Mary
Robinson. We also see familiar poets in an unaccustomed light, as Blake, Wordsworth and Shelley
demonstrate their comic skills, while Coleridge, Keats and Clare explore the Gothic and surreal.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: A Companion to Romantic Poetry Charles
Mahoney, 2010-12-21 Through a series of 34 essays by leading and emerging scholars, A Companion
to Romantic Poetry reveals the rich diversity of Romantic poetry and shows why it continues to hold
such a vital and indispensable place in the history of English literature. Breaking free from the
boundaries of the traditionally-studied authors, the collection takes a revitalized approach to the
field and brings together some of the most exciting work being done at the present time Emphasizes
poetic form and technique rather than a biographical approach Features essays on production and
distribution and the different schools and movements of Romantic Poetry Introduces contemporary
contexts and perspectives, as well as the issues and debates that continue to drive scholarship in the
field Presents the most comprehensive and compelling collection of essays on British Romantic
poetry currently available
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: The Broadview Anthology of Romantic Poetry
Joseph Black, Leonard Conolly, Kate Flint, Isobel Grundy, Don LePan, Roy Liuzza, Jerome J. McGann,
Anne Lake Prescott, Barry V. Qualls, Claire Waters, 2016-08-15 Intended for courses with a major
focus on poetry during the Romantic period, this volume includes all the poetry selections from
Volume 4 of The Broadview Anthology of British Literature, along with a number of works newly
edited for this volume. The Broadview Anthology of Romantic Poetry maintains the Broadview
Anthology of British Literature’s characteristic balance of canonical favorites and lesser-known
gems, featuring a breadth of poetry from William Blake to Phillis Wheatley, from Ebenezer Elliott to
Felicia Hemans. To give a sense of the full sweep of the Romantic period, the anthology incorporates
important early figures from William Collins to Phillis Wheatley, as well as works by
Victorians—such as Elizabeth Barrett Browning and Alfred, Lord Tennyson—for whom Romanticism
was a formative force. “Contexts” sections provide valuable background on cultural matters such as
“The Natural and the Sublime” and “The Abolition of Slavery,” while the companion website offers a
wealth of additional resources and primary works. Longer works newly prepared for the bound book
include Byron’s Manfred and The Giaour, Keats’s Hyperion, and substantial selections from
Wordsworth’s fourteen-book Prelude; authors newly added for this volume include Hannah Cowley,
Hannah More, Ann Yearsley, Robert Southey, and Thomas Moore.
  romantic poems by william wordsworth: Romantic Poetry Angela Esterhammer, 2002-06-04



Romantic Poetry encompasses twenty-seven new essays by prominent scholars on the influences and
interrelations among Romantic movements throughout Europe and the Americas. It provides an
expansive overview of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century poetry in the European languages. The
essays take account of interrelated currents in American, Argentinian, Brazilian, Bulgarian,
Canadian, Caribbean, Chilean, Colombian, Croatian, Czech, Danish, English, Estonian, Finnish,
French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Irish, Italian, Mexican, Norwegian, Peruvian, Polish, Romanian,
Russian, Serbian, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, and Uruguayan literature. Contributors adopt different
models for comparative study: tracing a theme or motif through several literatures; developing
innovative models of transnational influence; studying the role of Romantic poetry in socio-political
developments; or focusing on an issue that appears most prominently in one national literature yet is
illuminated by the international context. This collaborative volume provides an invaluable resource
for students of comparative literature and Romanticism.SPECIAL OFFER: 30% discount for a
complete set order (5 vols.).The Romanticism series in the Comparative History of Literatures in
European Languages is the result of a remarkable international collaboration. The editorial team
coordinated the efforts of over 100 experts from more than two dozen countries to produce five
independently conceived, yet interrelated volumes that show not only how Romanticism developed
and spread in its principal European homelands and throughout the New World, but also the ways in
which the affected literatures in reaction to Romanticism have redefined themselves on into
Modernism. A glance at the index of each volume quickly reveals the extraordinary richness of the
series’ total contents. Romantic Irony sets the broader experimental parameters of comparison by
concentrating on the myriad expressions of “irony” as one of the major impulses in the Romantic
philosophical and artistic revolution, and by combining cross-cultural and interdisciplinary studies
with special attention also to literatures in less widely diffused language streams. Romantic Drama
traces creative innovations that deeply altered the understanding of genre at large, fed popular
imagination through vehicles like the opera, and laid the foundations for a modernist theater of the
absurd. Romantic Poetry demonstrates deep patterns and a sharing of crucial themes of the
revolutionary age which underlie the lyrical expression that flourished in so many languages and
environments. Nonfictional Romantic Prose assists us in coping with the vast array of writings from
the personal and intimate sphere to modes of public discourse, including Romanticism’s own
self-commentary in theoretical statements on the arts, society, life, the sciences, and more. Nor are
the discursive dimensions of imaginative literature neglected in the closing volume, Romantic Prose
Fiction, where the basic Romantic themes and story types (the romance, novel, novella, short story,
and other narrative forms) are considered throughout Europe and the New World. This enormous
realm is seen not just in terms of Romantic theorizing, but in the light of the impact of Romantic
ideas and narration on later generations. As an aid to readers, the introduction to Romantic Prose
Fiction explains the relationships among the volumes in the series and carries a listing of their tables
of contents in an appendix. No other series exists comparable to these volumes which treat the
entirety of Romanticism as a cultural happening across the whole breadth of the “Old” and “New”
Worlds and thus render a complex picture of European spiritual strivings in the late eighteenth and
the nineteenth centuries, a heritage still very close to our age.
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