politics and the english language essay

Politics and the English Language Essay: Exploring Orwell’s Timeless Critique

politics and the english language essay is a phrase that immediately calls to mind George Orwell’s
seminal work, first published in 1946. This essay isn’t just a critique of language use; it’s a profound
examination of how political language can distort meaning, manipulate thought, and ultimately degrade
communication. Orwell’s insights remain strikingly relevant, especially in today’s fast-paced world
where political discourse often seems clouded by jargon and ambiguity. Understanding this essay

helps us appreciate the intricate relationship between language, politics, and clarity.

The Essence of Orwell’s Politics and the English Language

Essay

At its core, Orwell’s essay dissects the decline of the English language and connects this deterioration
to political manipulation. Orwell argues that vague, inflated, and clichéd language is not only a
symptom of poor writing but also a tool used deliberately to obscure truth and mislead the public. His
premise is simple yet powerful: unclear language fosters unclear thinking, and unclear thinking can

underpin oppressive political systems.

Why Language Matters in Politics

Language is the lifeblood of politics. Politicians craft speeches, write manifestos, and engage in
debates—all reliant on language to persuade, inform, or manipulate. Orwell highlights that when
language becomes convoluted or “pretentious,” it ceases to serve its fundamental purpose: clear

communication.



He points out how political language often relies on ready-made phrases and euphemisms to disguise
unpleasant realities. Terms like “collateral damage” instead of “civilian casualties” or “enhanced
interrogation” instead of “torture” are classic examples of how language sanitizes harsh truths. This
linguistic camouflage can make the public passive or indifferent, as the real implications are hidden

behind bureaucratic or euphemistic terms.

Key Themes in the Politics and the English Language Essay

Orwell’s essay is rich with themes that resonate beyond his era. Let’s explore some of the most

significant ones.

The Decline of Language

Orwell laments the gradual decay of English due to laziness and lack of precision. He notes how
writers often choose phrases that are not only verbose but also meaningless. This decay is not

accidental; it reflects a broader cultural trend where people prefer comfort over clarity.

The Link Between Language and Thought

The essay famously asserts that “if thought corrupts language, language can also corrupt thought.”
Orwell warns that when language is degraded, it limits the ability to think critically. This cycle of

degradation is dangerous because it hampers political and social progress.

Examples of Bad Writing in Political Contexts

Orwell provides vivid examples of poor writing drawn from political speeches, journalism, and



academic writing. These examples often feature clichés, passive constructions, and inflated diction that
obscure meaning. By dissecting these examples, Orwell demonstrates how such writing can be used

to mislead or confuse readers.

Orwell’s Six Rules for Clear Writing

One of the most practical takeaways from the essay is Orwell’s set of six rules aimed at improving
writing clarity and honesty. These rules serve as valuable guidelines for anyone interested in effective

communication, especially in political contexts.
e Never use a metaphor, simile, or other figure of speech which you are used to seeing in print.
Avoid clichés that dull the impact of your writing.
e Never use a long word where a short one will do. Simplicity is key to clarity.
e If it is possible to cut a word out, always cut it out. Conciseness strengthens meaning.

¢ Never use the passive where you can use the active. Active voice makes statements clearer and

more direct.

* Never use a foreign phrase, a scientific word, or a jargon word if you can think of an everyday

English equivalent. Accessibility matters.

* Break any of these rules sooner than say anything outright barbarous. Clarity should never be

sacrificed for the sake of rigid adherence.

These principles not only improve writing but also encourage honesty and precision in political



communication.

Contemporary Relevance of Politics and the English Language

Essay

Even decades after its publication, Orwell’s essay remains highly relevant. In today’s world, where
political debates often involve complex issues and rapid information exchange, clear communication is

more important than ever.

The Impact of Media and Social Networks

The rise of social media platforms has transformed how political language is crafted and consumed.
Sound bites, tweets, and headlines often prioritize brevity and impact over nuance and clarity. Orwell’s
caution against inflated and vague language is a useful lens through which to analyze modern political

rhetoric.

Political Spin and Euphemisms Today

Modern politics continues to employ euphemisms and jargon to soften harsh realities. Terms like
“enhanced security measures” or “strategic partnerships” can mask controversial policies. Orwell’s
essay encourages readers to look beyond surface language and question the true meaning behind

political statements.



How to Apply Orwell’s Insights in Everyday Writing and

Speaking

Understanding Orwell’s critique isn’t just for academics or politicians. Anyone who writes or speaks

can benefit from his advice.

Be Mindful of Word Choice

Choosing precise and simple words helps avoid misunderstandings. Whether drafting an email, writing

an article, or delivering a presentation, clarity should be a priority.

Avoid Clichés and Jargon

Clichés can make your message predictable and dull, while jargon might alienate your audience.

Instead, aim for original expressions and accessible language.

Practice Active Voice

Using active voice makes your sentences more direct and engaging. It also often reduces wordiness,

aligning with Orwell’s recommendations.

Understanding the Broader Implications of Orwell’s Essay

Politics and language are intertwined, and Orwell’s essay challenges us to think critically about this



relationship. Language shapes how we perceive reality, and political language has the power to

influence public opinion profoundly.

By becoming aware of common pitfalls in political language—such as vagueness, euphemism, and
inflated diction—we can better navigate political discourse. Orwell’s essay serves not only as a warning

but also as a call to action for clearer, more honest communication.

In exploring politics and the english language essay, we uncover not just a critique of writing but a
timeless reminder: clear language fosters clear thought, which is essential for a healthy democracy

and an informed citizenry.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who wrote the essay 'Politics and the English Language'?

The essay 'Politics and the English Language' was written by George Orwell.

What is the main argument of Orwell's essay 'Politics and the English
Language'?

Orwell argues that the English language is in decline due to sloppy, unclear, and deceptive writing,

especially in political contexts, and he advocates for clearer, more precise language.

Why does Orwell criticize political language in his essay 'Politics and
the English Language'?

Orwell criticizes political language because it is often used to obscure truth, manipulate public opinion,

and make lies sound truthful.



What are some common bad habits in English writing that Orwell
highlights in 'Politics and the English Language'?

Orwell highlights bad habits such as using stale metaphors, pretentious diction, meaningless words,

and passive constructions that weaken clarity and honesty.

How does Orwell suggest improving English language usage in politics?

Orwell suggests using short, simple words, avoiding clichés and jargon, cutting unnecessary words,

and writing with clarity and precision.

What role does Orwell believe language plays in politics, according to
the essay?

Orwell believes language plays a crucial role in politics as it can be used to shape thought, control

discourse, and conceal or reveal truth.

Can Orwell's advice in 'Politics and the English Language' be applied
beyond politics?

Yes, Orwell's advice on clear and honest writing applies broadly to all forms of communication,

promoting transparency and understanding in any context.

What examples does Orwell use to illustrate bad political writing in his
essay?
Orwell provides examples of vague and inflated political phrases, such as 'render inoperative,' 'militate

against,' and 'the fact that,' to show how they obscure meaning.

How has 'Politics and the English Language' influenced modern writing



and political discourse?

The essay has influenced writers and critics to prioritize clarity, simplicity, and honesty in writing, and it

continues to be cited in discussions about the manipulation of language in politics.

Additional Resources

Politics and the English Language Essay: A Critical Examination of Orwell’s Timeless Insight

politics and the english language essay remains one of the most influential and frequently discussed
essays in the realm of linguistic and political critique. Written by George Orwell in 1946, the essay
dissects the degradation of the English language and connects it directly to the decay of political
discourse. Its enduring relevance lies in Orwell’s warning that vague, inflated, and misleading language
not only reflects but also perpetuates political manipulation and societal complacency. This article
delves into the core themes of Orwell’s essay, explores its implications in contemporary political
communication, and analyses why the essay continues to resonate in discussions about language,

power, and governance.

Unpacking Orwell’s Critique: Language as a Political Tool

At the heart of the politics and the english language essay is Orwell’s argument that language in
politics is often deliberately designed to obscure truth and mislead the public. Orwell identifies common
linguistic pitfalls such as dying metaphors, pretentious diction, and meaningless words that contribute
to unclear and deceptive communication. His analysis is not just about poor writing; it’s about how

language can be weaponized to serve political ends.

Orwell illustrates how political language, characterized by euphemism and vagueness, acts as a
smokescreen for oppressive policies and moral degradation. For example, phrases like “pacification”

instead of “murder” or “transfer of population” instead of “forcible expulsion” serve to sanitize and



obscure harsh realities. This deliberate obfuscation has the effect of numbing public perception and

discouraging critical scrutiny.

Core Features of Orwell’s Argument

e Language Decay: Orwell notes an ongoing decline in the clarity and precision of English,

attributing it partially to laziness and political convenience.

¢ Political Manipulation: He contends that vague and inflated language is a tool used by politicians

and bureaucrats to manipulate public opinion.

e Stagnation of Thought: The essay suggests that poor language leads to poor thinking, creating a

vicious cycle where unclear language fosters unclear ideas.

¢ Call for Clarity and Honesty: Orwell advocates for simplicity, precision, and sincerity in both

writing and speech.

The Legacy and Contemporary Relevance of Orwell’s Essay

Decades after its publication, politics and the english language essay continues to be a touchstone for
discussions on political rhetoric and journalistic integrity. Its principles are frequently cited in debates

about media bias, political spin, and the quality of public discourse in democracies worldwide.



Language Degradation in Modern Politics

In the digital age, the proliferation of social media and 24-hour news cycles has intensified concerns
Orwell raised about language degradation. Political messaging often favors catchy slogans and

emotive buzzwords over precise language, contributing to polarization and misinformation.
Research from media studies shows that political communication increasingly relies on soundbites and

euphemisms, which can distort complex issues. Orwell’s criticism of “meaningless words” and “ready-

made phrases” is echoed in contemporary analyses of political doublespeak and spin doctoring.

Comparative Analysis: Orwell’s Era vs. Today

While Orwell wrote in the aftermath of World War Il, the parallels to current political climates are

striking:

1. Propaganda and Spin: Like Orwell’s time, modern politics uses language to shape perceptions,

often sacrificing truth for strategic advantage.

2. Complexity Masked by Jargon: Bureaucratic and political language often remains impenetrable to

laypersons, hindering transparency.

3. Resistance and Reform: Just as Orwell advocated for linguistic reform, contemporary movements

emphasize media literacy and critical thinking as counters to manipulative language.



Practical Implications for Writers and Politicians

The principles outlined in the politics and the english language essay have practical applications
beyond literary criticism. For politicians, journalists, and communicators, Orwell’s recommendations

serve as a guide to enhance clarity and restore public trust.

Orwell’s Six Rules for Clear Writing

Orwell proposed six concrete rules to combat linguistic decay:

Never use a metaphor, simile, or other figure of speech which you are used to seeing in print.

Never use a long word where a short one will do.

If it is possible to cut a word out, always cut it out.

¢ Never use the passive voice where you can use the active.

Never use a foreign phrase, a scientific word, or a jargon word if you can think of an everyday

English equivalent.

Break any of these rules sooner than say anything outright barbarous.

These rules emphasize simplicity and directness, urging writers to avoid clichés, jargon, and
unnecessarily complex constructions. They remain highly relevant for anyone engaged in political or

public communication.



Benefits and Challenges of Adopting Orwell’s Guidelines

* Benefits: Improved clarity helps audiences understand complex issues, fosters transparency, and

builds credibility.

¢ Challenges: Political agendas or institutional inertia may resist linguistic reform, favoring

ambiguity for strategic reasons.

* Balance Needed: While simplicity is vital, oversimplification can also distort nuance; effective

communication requires balancing clarity with complexity.

Broader Cultural Impact and Educational Importance

Beyond politics, Orwell’s essay has influenced academic fields such as linguistics, rhetoric, and media
studies. Its critique of language degradation has spurred educational initiatives aimed at improving
writing skills and critical media consumption, particularly in an age where misinformation spreads

rapidly.

Scholars argue that teaching Orwell’s ideas can empower citizens to critically evaluate political
language, recognize propaganda, and demand accountability. This educational dimension underscores

the essay’s enduring role as a tool for democratic engagement.

Politics and the english language essay remains a foundational text that challenges readers to
scrutinize the interplay between language and power. Orwell’s insights compel ongoing reflection on

how words shape realities and influence governance. As political communication evolves, his call for



linguistic honesty and clarity continues to offer vital guidance for fostering a more informed and

engaged public.

Politics And The English Language Essay

politics and the english language essay: Politics and the English Language George
Orwell, 2021-01-01 George Orwell set out 'to make political writing into an art', and to a wide extent
this aim shaped the future of English literature - his descriptions of authoritarian regimes helped to
form a new vocabulary that is fundamental to understanding totalitarianism. While 1984 and Animal
Farm are amongst the most popular classic novels in the English language, this new series of
Orwell's essays seeks to bring a wider selection of his writing on politics and literature to a new
readership. In Politics and the English Language, the second in the Orwell's Essays series, Orwell
takes aim at the language used in politics, which, he says, 'is designed to make lies sound truthful
and murder respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind'. In an age where the
language used in politics is constantly under the microscope, Orwell's Politics and the English
Language is just as relevant today, and gives the reader a vital understanding of the tactics at play.

politics and the english language essay: Politics and the English Language George Orwell,
2020-05-14 Politics and the English Language (1946) is an essay by George Orwell that criticised the
ugly and inaccurate written English of his time and examines the connection between political
orthodoxies and the debasement of language. The essay focuses on political language, which,
according to Orwell, is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable, and to give an
appearance of solidity to pure wind. Orwell believed that the language used was necessarily vague
or meaningless because it was intended to hide the truth rather than express it. This unclear prose
was a contagion which had spread to those who did not intend to hide the truth, and it concealed a
writer's thoughts from himself and others.Orwell encourages concreteness and clarity instead of
vagueness, and individuality over political conformity.

politics and the english language essay: Politics and the English Language George
Orwell, 1947

politics and the english language essay: Politics and the English Language and other
essays Eric Arthur Blair, 2021-08-31 In Politics and the English Language and Other Essays, Eric
Arthur Blair, better known as George Orwell, presents a compelling critique of the degradation of
language in political discourse. Through a series of incisive essays, Orwell explores the ways in
which euphemism, vagueness, and sheer dishonesty corrupt meaningful communication. His pointed
prose, characterized by clarity and directness, invites readers to reflect on the essential connection
between language, thought, and political integrity in a post-World War II context wrought with
propagandistic manipulation. The essays serve as a call to arms against linguistic decay, advocating
for a rejuvenation of language as a tool for truth and lucidity. George Orwell, an influential writer
and commentator of the 20th century, drew from his diverse experiences, including his work as a
journalist and his observations in the Spanish Civil War, to illuminate the intersections between
language and political power. Orwell's commitment to social justice and his relentless examination
of totalitarianism provide critical underpinnings for his essays, making them both timeless and
prescient in an era characterized by information distortion. This book is essential reading for anyone
interested in the interplay between language and politics, as well as those who seek a more
profound understanding of the responsibilities that come with communication. Orwell's essays serve
not only as a historical commentary but also as a guide for safeguarding the integrity of language in
contemporary discourse. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-200/politics-and-the-english-language-essay.pdf

reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features,
themes, or stylistic evolutions. - The Author Biography highlights personal milestones and literary
influences that shape the entire body of writing. - A Historical Context section situates the works in
their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A
concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers
navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines
recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while
spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of
the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and
relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand-picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and
turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.

politics and the english language essay: George Orwell Politics and The English
Language George Orwell, 1946 Politics and the English Language (1946) is an essay by George
Orwell that criticised the ugly and inaccurate written English of his time and examines the
connection between political orthodoxies and the debasement of language. The essay focuses on
political language, which, according to Orwell, is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder
respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind. Orwell believed that the language
used was necessarily vague or meaningless because it was intended to hide the truth rather than
express it. This unclear prose was a contagion which had spread to those who did not intend to hide
the truth, and it concealed a writer's thoughts from himself and others.Orwell encourages
concreteness and clarity instead of vagueness, and individuality over political conformity. Orwell
relates what he believes to be a close association between bad prose and oppressive ideology: In our
time, political speech and writing are largely the defence of the indefensible. Things like the
continuance of British rule in India, the Russian purges and deportations, the dropping of the atom
bombs on Japan, can indeed be defended, but only by arguments which are too brutal for most
people to face, and which do not square with the professed aims of political parties. Thus political
language has to consist largely of euphemism, question-begging and sheer cloudy vagueness.
Defenceless villages are bombarded from the air, the inhabitants driven out into the countryside, the
cattle machine-gunned, the huts set on fire with incendiary bullets: this is called pacification.
Millions of peasants are robbed of their farms and sent trudging along the roads with no more than
they can carry: this is called transfer of population or rectification of frontiers. People are
imprisoned for years without trial, or shot in the back of the neck or sent to die of scurvy in Arctic
lumber camps: this is called elimination of unreliable elements. Such phraseology is needed if one
wants to name things without calling up mental pictures of them. One of Orwell's points is: The great
enemy of clear language is insincerity. When there is a gap between one's real and one's declared
aims, one turns as it were instinctively to long words and exhausted idioms, like a cuttlefish spurting
out ink. The insincerity of the writer perpetuates the decline of the language as people (particularly
politicians, Orwell later notes) attempt to disguise their intentions behind euphemisms and
convoluted phrasing. Orwell says that this decline is self-perpetuating. He argues that it is easier to
think with poor English because the language is in decline; and, as the language declines, foolish
thoughts become even easier, reinforcing the original cause: A man may take to drink because he
feels himself to be a failure, and then fail all the more completely because he drinks. It is rather the
same thing that is happening to the English language. It becomes ugly and inaccurate because our
thoughts are foolish, but the slovenliness of our language makes it easier to have foolish thoughts.

politics and the english language essay: George Orwell, 'Politics and the English Language, '
1946, Vincent Ferraro presents the full text of a 1946 essay entitled Politics and the English
Language, written by English writer Eric Arthur Blair (1903-1950), who used the pseudonym George
Orwell. Blair discusses the alleged decline of the English language and notes the trite imagery and
lack of precision found in examples of contemporary writing. Blair also suggests ways to improve the
quality of one's writing.

politics and the english language essay: Politics and the English Language and Other Essays



George Orwell, 2010-05-06 A collection of short essays by George Orwell:Politics And The English
LanguagePolitics Vs. Literature: An Examination Of Gulliver's TravelsThe Prevention Of
LiteratureWhy I WriteWriters And LeviathanPoetry And The Microphone

politics and the english language essay: The English Language Volume 2 Essays by
Linguistics and Men of Letters 1858-1964 ,

politics and the english language essay: Orwell’s “Politics and the English Language” in
the Age of Pseudocracy Hans Ostrom, William Haltom, 2018-03-19 Orwell’s Politics and the
English Language in the Age of Pseudocracy visits the essay as if for the first time, clearing away
lore about the essay and responding to the prose itself. It shows how many of Orwell’s rules and
admonitions are far less useful than they are famed to be, but it also shows how some of them can be
refurbished for our age, and how his major claim—that politics corrupts language, which then
corrupts political discourse further, and so on indefinitely—can best be re-deployed today. Politics
and the English Language has encouraged generations of writers and readers and teachers and
students to take great care, to be skeptical and clear-sighted. The essay itself requires a fresh, clear,
skeptical analysis so that it can, with reapplication, reclaim its status as a touchstone in our era of
the rule of falsehood: the age of pseudocracy.

politics and the english language essay: Encyclopedia of the Essay Tracy Chevalier,
2012-10-12 This groundbreaking new source of international scope defines the essay as nonfictional
prose texts of between one and 50 pages in length. The more than 500 entries by 275 contributors
include entries on nationalities, various categories of essays such as generic (such as sermons,
aphorisms), individual major works, notable writers, and periodicals that created a market for
essays, and particularly famous or significant essays. The preface details the historical development
of the essay, and the alphabetically arranged entries usually include biographical sketch, nationality,
era, selected writings list, additional readings, and anthologies

politics and the english language essay: Politics and the English Language: By George
Orwell Hardcover Book George Orwell, 2020-08-07 Politics and the English Language (1946) is an
essay by George Orwell that criticised the ugly and inaccurate written English of his time and
examines the connection between political orthodoxies and the debasement of language. The essay
focuses on political language, which, according to Orwell, is designed to make lies sound truthful
and murder respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind. Orwell believed that the
language used was necessarily vague or meaningless because it was intended to hide the truth
rather than express it. This unclear prose was a contagion which had spread to those who did not
intend to hide the truth, and it concealed a writer's thoughts from himself and others Orwell
encourages concreteness and clarity instead of vagueness, and individuality over political
conformity. Remedy of Six Rules Orwell said it was easy for his contemporaries to slip into bad
writing of the sort he had described and that the temptation to use meaningless or hackneyed
phrases was like a packet of aspirins always at one's elbow. In particular, such phrases are always
ready to form the writer's thoughts for him, to save him the bother of thinking-or writing-clearly.
However, he concluded that the progressive decline of the English language was reversible[ and
suggested six rules which, he claimed, would prevent many of these faults, although one could keep
all of them and still write bad English. Never use a metaphor, simile, or other figure of speech which
you are used to seeing in print. (Examples that Orwell gave included ring the changes, Achilles' heel,
swan song, and hotbed. He described such phrases as dying metaphors and argued that they were
used without knowing what was truly being said. Furthermore, he said that using metaphors of this
kind made the original meaning of the phrases meaningless, because those who used them did not
know their original meaning. He wrote that some metaphors now current have been twisted out of
their original meaning without those who use them even being aware of the fact.) Never use a long
word where a short one will do. If it is possible to cut a word out, always cut it out. Never use the
passive where you can use the active. Never use a foreign phrase, a scientific word, or a jargon word
if you can think of an everyday English equivalent. Break any of these rules sooner than say anything
outright barbarous.




politics and the english language essay: American Republic: Essays on the Nature of
Politics

politics and the english language essay: Verbal Hygiene Deborah Cameron, 2005-06-28 In
this book, Cameron explores popular attitudes towards language and examines the practices by
which people attempt to regulate its use. She also argues that popular discourse about language
values serves a function for those engaged in it.

politics and the english language essay: The Pilgrim's Guide David Mills, 1999 Published
in the centenary year of Lewis's birth, The Pilgrim's Guide offers a study of Lewis's witness to the
truth of Christianity, especially in his works of fiction and popular apologetics. Written by nineteen
leading Lewis scholars and authors, these essays examine Lewis's character and the way he engaged
the challenges of the Christian mind, vision, imagination, and understanding in the twentieth
century. The studies range from discussions of specific Lewis works to critical interpretations of
Lewis's most important theological themes. Also included is a guide to the best books and other
resources on Lewis, a timeline that places Lewis's life in the context of history, and a note on the
source for Lewis's use of the phrase mere Christianity. Contributors: Harry Blamires Stratford
Caldecott Colin Duriez Bruce Edwards Leslie Fairfield Sheridan Gilley Diana Pavlac Glyer Kendall
Harmon Thomas Howard Michael Macdonald David Mills Christopher Mitchell Doris T. Myers James
Patrick Thomas Peters Jerry Root Mark Shea Stephen Smith Kallistos Ware Highly recommended for
general readers and all academic levels. - Choice

politics and the english language essay: ,

politics and the english language essay: Selected Essays George Orwell, 2021 This volume
contains the best essays by one of the best English essayists. George Orwell has become famous all
over the world for Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four, but throughout his writing life he was
also a prolific journalist and essayist. He wrote brilliantly about politics, about literature, and about
contemporary cultural life, always with that steely honesty and intolerance of cant which were the
hallmarks of his direct, limpid prose. Stefan Collini's collection brings together nineteen essays,
including such well-known pieces as 'Shooting an Elephant', 'Charles Dickens', 'Politics and the
English Language', and 'Lear, Tolstoy and the Fool'. A substantial introduction situates Orwell's
writing in its historical context and analyses the distinctive features of his style, while extensive
notes explain historical allusions and identify his sources and quotations. Klappentext.

politics and the english language essay: English Language and Literature for the IB
Diploma Brad Philpot, 2011-07-14 For students studying the new Language A Language and
Literature syllabus for the IB Diploma. Written by an experienced, practising IB English teacher, this
new title is an in-depth and accessible guide for Standard and Higher Level students of the new
Language A Language and Literature syllabus for the IB Diploma. This lively, well structured
coursebook is available in both print and e-book formats and includes: key concepts in studying
language and literature; text extracts from World literature (in English and in translation);
international media and language sources; a wide variety of activities to build skills; materials for
exam preparation; guidance on assessment; Theory of Knowledge links; and Extended essay
opportunities.

politics and the english language essay: The English Language: Essays by linguists and men
of letters, 1858-1964 Whitney French Bolton, 1969

politics and the english language essay: The Broadview Anthology of Expository Prose -
Third Canadian Edition Laura Buzzard, Don LePan, Nora Ruddock, Alexandria Stuart, 2017-08-08
The third Canadian edition of this anthology has been substantially revised and updated for a
contemporary audience; a selection of classic essays from earlier eras has been retained, but the
emphasis is very much on twenty-first-century expository writing. There is also a focus on issues of
great importance in twenty-first-century Canada, such as climate change, the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, the Jian Ghomeshi trial, Facebook, police discrimination, trans rights,
and postsecondary education in the humanities. Works of different lengths and levels of difficulty are
represented, as are narrative, descriptive and persuasive essays—and, new to this edition, lyric




essays. For the new edition there are also considerably more short pieces than ever before; a
number of op-ed pieces are included, as are pieces from blogs and from online news sources. The
representation of academic writing from several disciplines has been increased—and in some cases
the anthology also includes news reports presenting the results of academic research to a general
audience. Also new to this edition are essays from a wide range of the most celebrated prose writers
of the modern era—from Susan Sontag, Eula Biss, and Michel Foucault to Anne Carson and
Ta-Nehisi Coates. The anthology also offers increased diversity of representation—including, for
example, a larger proportion of First Nations writers and women writers than previous Canadian
editions. Unobtrusive explanatory notes appear at the bottom of the page, and each selection is
preceded by a headnote that provides students with information regarding the context in which the
piece was written. Each reading is also followed by questions for discussion. A unique feature is the
inclusion of a set of additional notes on the anthology’s companion website—notes designed to be of
particular help to EAL students and/or students who have little familiarity with Canadian culture.
The anthology is accompanied by two companion websites. The student website features additional
readings and interactive writing exercises (as well as the additional notes). The instructor website
provides additional discussion questions and, for a number of the anthology selections, background
information that may be of interest.

politics and the english language essay: The Unexamined Orwell John Rodden, 2012-08-17
A reflection on Orwell-as-idea that “outlines some of the misconceptions and misuses of the Orwell
name” (Modern Fiction Studies). The year 1984 is just a memory, but the catchwords of George
Orwell’s novel Nineteen Eighty-Four still routinely pepper public discussions of topics ranging from
government surveillance and privacy invasion to language corruption and bureaucratese. Orwell’s
work pervades the cultural imagination, while others of his literary generation are long forgotten.
Exploring this astonishing afterlife has become the scholarly vocation of John Rodden, who is now
the leading authority on the reception, impact, and reinvention of George Orwell—the man and
writer—as well as of “Orwell” the cultural icon and historical talisman. In The Unexamined Orwell,
Rodden delves into dimensions of Orwell’s life and legacy that have escaped the critical glare. He
discusses how several leading American intellectuals have earned the title of Orwell’s “successor,”
including Lionel Trilling, Dwight Macdonald, Irving Howe, Christopher Hitchens, and John Lukacs.
He then turns to Germany and focuses on the role and relevance of Nineteen Eighty-Four in the
now-defunct communist nation of East Germany. Rodden also addresses myths that have grown up
around Orwell’s life, including his “more than half-legendary” encounter with Ernest Hemingway in
liberated Paris in March 1945, and analyzes literary issues such as his utopian sensibility and his
prose style. Finally, Rodden poses the endlessly debated question, “What would George Orwell do?”
and speculates about how the prophet of Nineteen Eighty-Four would have reacted to world events.
In so doing, Rodden shows how our responses to this question reveal much about our culture’s
ongoing need to reappropriate “Orwell.”
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