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journal of the philosophy of sport is more than just an academic publication;
it serves as a vital platform where scholars, athletes, and enthusiasts delve
deeply into the intellectual underpinnings of sports. This specialized
journal explores fundamental questions about the nature, value, and impact of
sport in human life, providing a space for thoughtful dialogue on ethics,
aesthetics, and the social dimensions of athletic activity. If you’ve ever
wondered what happens when philosophy meets the world of sports, this journal
offers fascinating insights and rigorous analysis that bridge these two
seemingly distinct fields.

What Is the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport?

At its core, the journal of the philosophy of sport is a peer-reviewed
academic publication dedicated to exploring philosophical issues related to
sports. Unlike typical sports magazines or performance-focused journals, it
addresses questions that challenge our understanding of sport as a cultural
and ethical phenomenon. Topics covered often include the moral dilemmas
athletes face, the nature of competition, fairness, the role of
sportsmanship, and even how sports shape identity and society.

Historical Background and Evolution

The philosophy of sport has gained traction as a legitimate philosophical
discipline over the past few decades. Early discussions about sport often
appeared as side notes in broader ethical or aesthetic debates, but with the
rise of this journal, the field has matured into a robust area of study.
Founded in the late 20th century, the journal has since become an
authoritative source for research articles, critical essays, and book reviews
related to sports philosophy.

Core Themes Explored in the Journal of the
Philosophy of Sport

The journal covers a wide range of themes that reflect the complexity and
richness of sport as a human endeavor. Here are some of the primary areas it
explores:



Ethics and Fair Play

One of the most frequently discussed topics involves the ethics of sport. The
journal investigates issues such as doping, cheating, and the moral
responsibilities of athletes, coaches, and fans. Questions like “Is
performance-enhancing drug use ever justifiable?” or “What constitutes unfair
advantage?” are debated with philosophical rigor.

The Aesthetics of Sport

Sport is not just about winning; many scholars argue it’s also about beauty,
grace, and expression. The journal often publishes essays that analyze the
aesthetic experience of watching or participating in sports. This includes
how movements are appreciated artistically and how sports can be considered a
form of performance art.

Sport and Society

The journal also looks at the social and cultural impact of sports. This
includes the role of sport in promoting social cohesion, its relationship
with politics, gender issues, and how sports reflect or challenge societal
values. It’s a place where philosophical discussions intersect with
sociology, anthropology, and cultural studies.

Why the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport
Matters

You might wonder why a journal focusing on the philosophy of sport is
important beyond academic circles. The answer lies in how sport permeates
everyday life and influences broader ethical and social questions.

Enhancing Understanding of Sportsmanship and
Integrity

Through critical analysis, the journal helps readers appreciate the
principles of fairness, respect, and integrity that underpin good
sportsmanship. These discussions are invaluable not just for athletes but for
anyone interested in ethical behavior in competitive environments.



Informing Policy and Practice in Sports

The journal’s insights often influence real-world policies, such as anti-
doping regulations and rules about eligibility and fairness in competition.
Philosophical perspectives provide a foundational framework that guides
decision-making in sports governance.

Encouraging Critical Thinking Among Fans and
Participants

For sports fans, engaging with the philosophical questions posed by the
journal can enrich the experience of following sports. It encourages a more
thoughtful approach to issues like nationalism, commercialization, and the
role of technology in modern sports.

How to Engage with the Journal of the
Philosophy of Sport

Whether you’re a student, educator, athlete, or simply curious, there are
several ways to get involved with the scholarship found in the journal.

Accessing the Journal

Most academic libraries provide access to the journal of the philosophy of
sport, either in print or online through platforms like JSTOR or university
databases. Some articles may also be available via open access or through the
journal’s official website.

Contributing and Participating

For scholars interested in contributing, the journal offers guidelines for
submitting original research, reviews, or philosophical essays. Participation
also comes through attending conferences and symposia where topics from the
journal are discussed in more interactive settings.

Incorporating Philosophy of Sport Into Education

Educators can use articles from the journal to supplement courses in ethics,
philosophy, sports studies, or cultural studies. The interdisciplinary nature



of the journal makes it a unique teaching resource to stimulate critical
thinking and discussion among students.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions in the
Philosophy of Sport

The journal of the philosophy of sport continues to evolve in response to
changes in both philosophy and the world of sports.

Technology and Sport

As technology becomes increasingly integrated into athletic performance and
viewing experiences, the journal is addressing ethical and philosophical
questions about fairness, enhancement, and the meaning of human achievement
in sport.

Gender and Inclusion

With ongoing debates about gender identity and inclusion in sports, the
journal provides a forum for nuanced discussions about these sensitive and
complex issues. Philosophers examine how concepts of fairness and equality
apply in evolving social contexts.

Globalization and Cultural Perspectives

Sport is a global phenomenon, and the journal increasingly incorporates
diverse cultural perspectives to understand how different societies interpret
the meaning and value of sports.

The journal of the philosophy of sport invites us to look beyond scores and
records, asking deeper questions about what sport truly represents in our
lives. Whether you are intrigued by ethical dilemmas, the artistry of
athletic movement, or the social significance of sporting events, this
journal offers a rich tapestry of ideas to explore. Its ongoing contributions
continue to shape how we think about sports, not only as games but as
profound expressions of human culture and values.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the focus of the Journal of the Philosophy
of Sport?
The Journal of the Philosophy of Sport focuses on exploring philosophical
issues related to sport, including ethics, aesthetics, metaphysics, and the
social and cultural significance of sport.

Who publishes the Journal of the Philosophy of
Sport?
The Journal of the Philosophy of Sport is published by the Philosophy of
Sport Association in collaboration with academic publishers such as
Routledge.

How often is the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport
published?
The Journal of the Philosophy of Sport is typically published biannually,
featuring peer-reviewed articles on various philosophical topics related to
sport.

Can I access past issues of the Journal of the
Philosophy of Sport online?
Yes, many past issues of the Journal of the Philosophy of Sport are available
online through academic databases such as Taylor & Francis Online, JSTOR, or
the Philosophy of Sport Association's website.

What types of articles are accepted by the Journal
of the Philosophy of Sport?
The Journal of the Philosophy of Sport accepts original research articles,
critical essays, and book reviews that engage with philosophical questions
concerning sport and physical activity.

Additional Resources
Journal of the Philosophy of Sport: An In-Depth Examination of Its Role and
Influence

journal of the philosophy of sport serves as a pivotal platform for scholarly
discourse, exploring the intricate relationships between sport, ethics,
aesthetics, and human values. As an academic publication, it bridges the gap
between theoretical philosophy and practical aspects of sports, offering
critical insights into how sporting practices reflect and shape cultural,
social, and moral dimensions of society. This article delves into the



significance of the journal, its thematic focuses, and its impact on both
philosophical inquiry and sports studies.

The Evolution and Scope of the Journal of the
Philosophy of Sport

Since its inception, the journal of the philosophy of sport has carved out a
unique niche within academic circles, merging the disciplines of philosophy
and sports science. It addresses questions about the nature of sport, the
ethical considerations surrounding competition and fairness, and the
aesthetic appreciation of athletic performance. The journal stands out by
treating sport not merely as physical activity but as a complex human
practice that invites philosophical reflection.

The journal’s scope encompasses a wide range of topics, including but not
limited to:

Ethics and morality in sportsmanship and competition

The concept of play and its philosophical underpinnings

Sport and identity, including gender, race, and nationalism

Aesthetics of athletic performance and the spectacle of sport

Philosophical debates on doping, technology, and fairness

This broad thematic range underlines the journal’s commitment to fostering
interdisciplinary dialogue and advancing critical thought.

Historical Context and Development

The academic interest in the philosophy of sport gained momentum in the late
20th century, coinciding with the growing cultural prominence of sports
worldwide. The journal of the philosophy of sport emerged as a response to
the need for a dedicated forum where scholars could analyze the deeper
meanings and implications of sport beyond its physical and commercial
dimensions.

Over the years, the journal has published influential essays and research
articles that have shaped contemporary understanding of sport’s role in
society. Its contributors include philosophers, ethicists, sociologists, and
sports professionals, reflecting the journal’s multidisciplinary approach.



Key Themes and Contributions

One of the distinguishing features of the journal of the philosophy of sport
is its rigorous examination of ethical issues. Topics such as cheating,
doping, and the use of performance-enhancing technologies are scrutinized not
only from regulatory perspectives but also through ethical frameworks that
question the very nature of fairness and integrity in sports.

Ethics and Fair Play

Ethics form the backbone of many discussions within the journal. Articles
frequently explore what constitutes fair play, the moral responsibilities of
athletes, coaches, and governing bodies, and how rules shape ethical behavior
in competitive contexts. The journal challenges simplistic interpretations of
cheating by delving into nuanced debates about gamesmanship, intention, and
the social construction of rules.

Sport and Aesthetics

Beyond ethics, the journal highlights the aesthetic dimensions of sport. It
investigates how athletic performances can be appreciated as forms of art,
characterized by grace, creativity, and expression. This perspective enriches
the understanding of sport as a cultural phenomenon that transcends mere
competition and entertainment.

Identity and Social Issues

The journal also addresses contemporary social issues, including the
intersections of sport with race, gender, and national identity. Articles
examine how sporting events and practices influence collective identities and
contribute to social inclusion or exclusion. This analysis is particularly
relevant in an era of increasing globalization and cultural exchange.

Comparative Analysis with Other Academic
Journals

In the landscape of sports studies, the journal of the philosophy of sport
holds a distinctive position. Unlike more empirically focused journals that
prioritize sports science and physiology, this publication centers on
conceptual and normative questions. Compared to broader philosophy journals,
it offers a specialized lens on sport-related phenomena, making it



indispensable for scholars interested in the philosophical dimensions of
sport.

Other journals in related fields, such as the International Review for the
Sociology of Sport or Sport, Ethics and Philosophy, cover overlapping topics
but differ in their emphases. The journal of the philosophy of sport is
notable for its consistent dedication to philosophical rigor and its openness
to diverse methodological approaches, including analytic, continental, and
phenomenological traditions.

Impact and Influence

The journal’s influence extends beyond academia. Its articles inform policy
debates in sports governance, contribute to ethical guidelines in
professional and amateur sports, and enhance public understanding of complex
issues such as doping and technology in competition. The journal’s commitment
to high-quality peer-reviewed scholarship ensures that its content remains
authoritative and relevant.

Accessibility and Publication Features

The journal of the philosophy of sport is published regularly, often on a
quarterly basis, and is accessible through academic databases and
institutional subscriptions. Many articles are also available electronically,
facilitating global access for researchers, students, and practitioners.

Key features that enhance its usability include:

Comprehensive abstracts and keywords for efficient research

Special issues focused on timely themes such as digital technology in
sports

Book reviews that keep readers informed about new literature in the
field

Invited essays that provide insights from leading philosophers and
sports theorists

These elements contribute to the journal’s standing as a vital resource in
the philosophy of sport.



Challenges and Critiques

While the journal enjoys respect in academic circles, it faces challenges
common to niche publications. One critique is its occasionally dense
philosophical language, which can be a barrier for practitioners and broader
audiences interested in sport. Efforts to balance scholarly depth with
accessibility continue to shape editorial policies.

Additionally, the journal operates within a relatively small field, which can
limit the diversity of perspectives. However, this intimacy also fosters a
close-knit community of scholars dedicated to advancing the philosophy of
sport.

The ongoing evolution of sports themselves, with rapid technological
advancements and shifting cultural values, presents continual opportunities
and challenges for the journal. Its ability to adapt and engage with
contemporary issues will determine its future relevance.

The journal of the philosophy of sport remains an essential forum for
exploring the profound questions that sport raises about human nature,
society, and ethics. Its contributions illuminate how sport can be more than
mere competition—serving as a mirror reflecting broader philosophical
concerns and as a catalyst for critical reflection on our collective values.

Journal Of The Philosophy Of Sport

  journal of the philosophy of sport: Journal of the Philosophy of Sport , 2002
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Journal of the Philosophy of Sport Human Kinetics,
1991-11-18 The only journal devoted entirely to philosophical issues in sport, the Journal of the
Philosophy of Sport (JPS) publishes articles and reviews related to the philosophical exploration of
sport concepts and the vital role sport plays in contemporary society. JPS encourages diversity in its
approach and publishes articles in both the analytic and continental tradition, as well as those
influenced by such anti-realist philosophers as Rorty and MacIntyre. Many of the articles in the
Journal of the Philosophy of Sport focus on the expanding and exciting field of ethical issues in sport.
Recent issues of JPS have also addressed topics such as realism versus anti-realism, moral attitudes,
and aesthetic issues in sport. Specific articles that will be featured in upcoming issues include
Normativity, Justification and (MacIntyrean) Practices: Some Thoughts on Methodology for
Philosophy of Sport, Sports and 'The Fragility of Goodness', and Sportsmanship as Honor. Also
available is the online format of JPS that offers the same authoritative content available in the print
edition, but with the additional advantages of electronically formatted material including the ability
to search journals in seconds, access to five years of back issues, and e-mail notification that the
online version is available before the print version mails.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Journal of the Philosophy of Sport , 2006
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Handbook of Sports Studies Jay Coakley, Eric Dunning,
2000 An authoritative cast of international and inter-disciplinary contributors present the best of
current thinking in sports studies as the subject matures and develops academically.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Playing Games Randolph Feezell, 2016-10-26 What is
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sport? Why does sport matter? How can we use philosophy to understand what sport means today?
This engaging and highly original introduction to the philosophy of sport uses dialogue – a form of
philosophical investigation – to address the fundamental questions in sport studies and to explore
key contemporary issues such as fair play, gender, drug use, cheating, entertainment and identity.
Providing a clear, informative and accessible introduction to the philosophy of sport, every chapter
includes current sporting examples as well as review questions and guides to further reading. The
dialogue form enables students to engage in debate and raise questions, while encouraging them to
think from the perspectives of athlete, coach, spectator and philosopher. The issues raised present
real and complex ethical dilemmas that relate to a variety of sports from around the world such as
soccer, athletics, baseball, basketball, hockey and tennis. No other book brings this rich subject to
life through the use of dialogue, making this an indispensable companion to any course on the
philosophy or ethics of sport.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Journal of the Philosophy of Sport , 1988
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Philosophy of Sport: Core Readings – Second Edition
Jason Holt, 2022-09-26 This second edition of Philosophy of Sport: Core Readings provides an
overview of core topics in the field, ranging from fundamental questions about the nature of sport to
ethical issues at the forefront of discussions of what sport should be. On the nature of sport, readers
will gain a solid understanding of fundamental theories of games, play, and sports, as well as sport
epistemology, the esports controversy, and sport aesthetics. Topics in the ethics of sport include
performance-enhancing drugs, cheating, gamesmanship, and sportsmanship. This edition has been
updated and expanded to include sections on gender and race and to provide broader and deeper
coverage of this rapidly evolving area.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Philosophy of Sport Emily Ryall, 2016-05-19 An
accessible and comprehensive guide to the philosophy of sport Each chapter is framed by a question
that explores the main issues, ideas and literature in the field ranging from questions about the
nature and value of sport, the sporting body, aesthetics and ethics. Students are given the
opportunity to consider significant debates in the philosophy of sport and each chapter is
supplemented by independent study questions. Each section also contains short insightful interviews
with eminent scholars in order to give a broader understanding of the history and development of
the subject. The main themes covered within this text include: the nature of sport; sport and the
body; aesthetics and the aesthetic value of sport; a consideration of fair play, rules and the ethos of
sport; the nature of competition; the application and effect of technology on sport and introductions
to contemporary ethical issues such as doping, violence, disability, patriotism, elitism and sexual
equality, as well as a broader reflection on the connection between sport and moral development.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: History and Philosophy of Sport and Physical Activity
R. Scott Kretchmar, Mark Dyreson, Matt Llewellyn, John Gleaves, 2023-07-26 History and
Philosophy of Sport and Physical Activity, Second Edition With HKPropel Access, seamlessly blends
the historical and philosophical dimensions of the study of human movement. The text follows a
chronology of human movement from our origins as hunter-gatherers to the present, offering
philosophical and ethical analyses alongside explorations of cultural shifts that have emerged from
different ethnic, racial, gender, and national traditions. The second edition of History and Philosophy
of Sport and Physical Activity is ideal for instructors who teach history and philosophy in a single
course. Each chapter provides a historical scaffolding that leads into philosophical discussions about
the issues raised. The text eschews dense blocks of text in favor of accessible writing and an
interactive student experience. Updates to the latest edition include expanded coverage of diversity,
equity, and inclusion topics; a deeper exploration of epistemology; a discussion of alternate forms of
physical activity; and new material about the ethics of research. Contemporary topics of discussion
such as the Exercise Is Medicine (EIM) movement, athlete biodata collection, and transgender and
nonbinary athletes in sport are thoroughly explored. Discussion questions and study questions at the
end of each chapter challenge students to reflect on the course material and share their ideas.
Historical profile sidebars throughout the chapters allow students to gain greater insight into



historical figures and events. Throughout the text, students are prompted to access related online
activities in HKPropel. These short exercises connect philosophical inquiry to historical events and
modern-day issues and serve as important tools for improving students’ reasoning skills. Instructors
are supported with a comprehensive instructor guide that includes sample responses to the
downloadable student exercises, section references for the downloadable study questions, and
sample discussion and assignment prompts related to the discussion questions. The instructor guide
also includes ideas and instructions for semester-long student projects. History and Philosophy of
Sport and Physical Activity, Second Edition, presents a thorough integration of philosophy and
history, capitalizing on the strengths of both disciplines. Note: A code for accessing HKPropel is not
included with this ebook but may be purchased separately.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Introduction to the Philosophy of Sport Heather Reid,
2012-10-18 This comprehensive text examines the history, significance, and philosophical
dimensions of sport. Introduction to the Philosophy of Sport is organized to reflect the traditional
division of philosophy into metaphysical, ethical, and sociopolitical issues, while incorporating
specific concerns of today’s athletic world, such as cheating, doping, and Title IX, where they are
applicable. This approach provides students with a basic understanding of the philosophy of sport as
a whole and better equips them to investigate specific issues. Introduction to the Philosophy of Sport
is not only an outline of the discipline and a summary of much of its pioneering work, but also an
invitation for students to join the conversation by connecting it to their own athletic experience.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Philosophy of Sport Jason Holt, 2013-11-22 Unlike hefty
anthologies and skinny monographs, this volume offers both concision and breadth: a mesomorphic
text. The division of the book into two parts, the first on the nature of sport, the second on rules and
values, is a natural one, reaching out from a grasp of what sport is toward an understanding of what
it ought to be. In addition to the carefully selected readings, the book includes discussion questions
and ideas for further inquiry, laying out the depth of debate in this rapidly growing field. Ultimately,
readers will glean a richer understanding of what sport is and why it matters, so much and in so
many ways, to so many people.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Journal of the Philosophy of Sport: No , 2004
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Ethics in Sport-3rd Edition Morgan, William J., 2018
Ethics in Sport, Third Edition, offers 32 essays by well-known authors. These essays explore the
roots of the ethical and moral dilemmas so prevalent in sport culture today. Nearly half the essays
are new to this edition.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Journal of the Philosophy of Sport , 1990
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Vrede, vreugde, vertrouwen , 1993
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Reflections on Play, Sport, and Culture Felix Lebed,
2024-02-06 The psychological dependence of humanity on playing is huge. Its nature and functional
utility are unclear. These linked yet contradictory issues have created the intrigue that has fed
philosophical thought for more than two hundred years. During this period, philosophy transferred
many of the subjects of its analysis to the aegis of the humanities that it spawned. Each of them pays
close attention to human play and studies it with its own methods of theoretical and experimental
research. Thus, what was once a general philosophical comprehension of human play has branched
out into different directions, definitions, and theories. This new book represents a renewed general
view of human play. The unique quality of the volume lies in its fairly rare interdisciplinary
methodology, encompassing a broad spectrum of the humanities: philosophy, anthropology,
sociology, and the history of play, and behavioral analysis of playing, which have been done by the
author. As a result, the volume ends with the proposition of a new general approach to human play
that is named by the author “play field theory”. Such an approach makes reflections on play, sport,
and culture a source for all scholars studying play, by widening their knowledge through both a new
general view and their familiarization with notions from neighboring fields and disciplines.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Philosophy, Sport and the Pandemic Jeffrey P. Fry,
Andrew Edgar, 2022-03-03 The COVID-19 pandemic has had an impact on every aspect of our social,



cultural, and commercial lives, including the world of sport. This book examines the ethical and
philosophical dimensions of the intersection of COVID-19 and sport. The book goes beyond simple
description of the impact of the pandemic on sport to offer normative judgments on how the sporting
world responded to challenges posed by COVID-19, as well as philosophical speculation as to how
COVID-19 will change our understanding and appreciation of sport in the long term. It examines the
considerations that either influenced—or arguably should have influenced—decisions to continue or
to resume the playing of organized sport in the midst of a pandemic. As a part of this analysis, a
spotlight is shone on how sport intersected with political issues surrounding COVID-19. It also
explores the configuration and meaning of sport in the COVID-19 era, touching on themes such as
the nature of sport and its integrity and sport’s relationship to technology. Other themes include the
changed nature of spectatorship, suffering in sport during pandemic times, and the impact of
COVID-19 on the Olympic and Paralympic Games. A final chapter looks ahead and asks what sport
might look like in a post-COVID world. This is fascinating reading for anybody with an interest in the
ethics and philosophy of sport, the sociology of sport, event studies, politics, or public health.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: The Ethics of Sports Technologies and Human
Enhancement Thomas H. Murray, Voo Teck Chuan, 2020-07-26 This volume presents articles which
focus on the ethical evaluation of performance-enhancing technologies in sport. The collection
considers whether drug doping should be banned; the rationale of not banning ethically contested
innovations such as hypoxic chambers; and the implications of the prospects of human genetic
engineering for the notion of sport as a development of ’natural’ talent towards human excellence.
The essays demonstrate the significance of the principles of preventing harm, ensuring fairness and
preserving meaning to appraise whether a particular performance enhancer is acceptable in the
context of sport. Selected essays on various forms of human enhancement outside of sport that
highlight other principles and concepts are included for comparative purpose. Sport enhancement
provides a useful starting point to work through the ethics of enhancement in other human practices
and endeavors, and sport enhancement ethics should track broader bioethical debates on human
enhancement. As a whole, the volume points to the need to consider the values and meanings that
people seek in a given sphere of human activity and their associated principles to arrive at a morally
grounded and reasonable approach to enhancement ethics.
  journal of the philosophy of sport: A piacvédelem, az iparvédelem és az exportösztönzés
lehetőségei Magyarországon Világgazdasági Kutató Intézet, 1993
  journal of the philosophy of sport: Sports Ethics in America Donald G. Jones, 1992-04-30 A
significant topic in American society, sports ethics has also been the subject of an increasing number
of scholarly studies during the past two decades. Moreover, a growing number of courses on sports
are being offered at colleges and universities. In Sports Ethics in America, Donald G. Jones provides
a valuable reference tool for teaching and research in a variety of sports-related disciplines. The
book is a comprehensive, multidisciplinary bibliography with some 2,800 entries. Entries include
both scholarly works and works written by journalists during the two decades from 1970 to 1990.
The volume is divided into five major sections (1) General Works and Philosophy, (2) The Team,
Players, and Coaches, (3) The Game, Competition, and Contestants, (4) Sport and Society, and (5)
Reference Works. Each entry includes a brief listing of the subjects covered in the work. The volume
also includes a full subject index and an author index.
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