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Islam: A Very Short Introduction

islam a very short introduction serves as an accessible gateway for those
curious about one of the world’s major religions. It invites readers into the
rich tapestry of Islamic faith, history, culture, and its profound impact on
billions of lives worldwide. Whether you’re a student, traveler, or simply a
knowledge seeker, this brief overview helps demystify Islam beyond common
stereotypes and misconceptions.

Understanding Islam: The Basics

At its core, Islam is a monotheistic religion founded in the 7th century CE
by the Prophet Muhammad in the Arabian Peninsula. The word “Islam” itself
means “submission” or “surrender” to the will of God (Allah in Arabic).
Muslims believe that Islam is the final and complete revelation from God,
following earlier Abrahamic faiths like Judaism and Christianity.

The foundation of Islam rests on the Five Pillars, which are fundamental acts
of worship and practice binding the Muslim community together:

1. Shahada (Faith): Declaring there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is
His messenger.

2. Salah (Prayer): Performing ritual prayers five times a day facing Mecca.
3. Zakat (Charity): Giving a portion of one's wealth to those in need.

4. Sawm (Fasting): Abstaining from food, drink, and other physical needs
during the month of Ramadan.

5. Hajj (Pilgrimage): Undertaking a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once if
physically and financially able.

These pillars are not only religious duties but also social acts that
cultivate discipline, empathy, and unity in the Muslim community.

The Quran and Hadith: Sources of Guidance

One cannot discuss Islam without mentioning its sacred texts. The Quran is
considered the literal word of God as revealed to Prophet Muhammad over 23
years. It covers a wide array of topics including theology, morality, law,
and spirituality. The Quran’s poetic language and profound messages have
inspired millions across centuries.

Alongside the Quran, the Hadith literature plays a crucial role. Hadiths are
records of the sayings, actions, and approvals of Prophet Muhammad. They
provide context and interpretation for Quranic verses, helping Muslims
implement Islamic teachings in everyday life.



Understanding these texts in their historical and linguistic context is
essential for a nuanced view of Islam. Many scholars emphasize the importance
of interpretation (Tafsir) to reconcile the teachings with contemporary
challenges.

Islamic History and Its Global Spread

Islam’s history is a fascinating journey from its modest beginnings in Mecca
and Medina to becoming a global civilization. After the death of Prophet
Muhammad in 632 CE, the Muslim community rapidly expanded through the Arabian
Peninsula, North Africa, parts of Europe, and Asia.

The early Islamic empires, such as the Umayyads and Abbasids, became centers
of learning, science, art, and culture during the so-called “Golden Age” of
Islam. Cities like Baghdad, Cdérdoba, and Cairo flourished as hubs of
knowledge, preserving and advancing fields like mathematics, medicine, and
philosophy.

This period highlights Islam not just as a religion but as a dynamic
civilization contributing profoundly to human progress. Today, Islam is the
second-largest religion worldwide, with diverse cultures and traditions
shaped by local customs and historical contexts.

Branches and Diversity Within Islam

Islam is not monolithic; it comprises various sects and traditions that
reflect theological, cultural, and political differences. The two largest
branches are Sunni and Shia Islam, differing primarily over leadership
succession after Prophet Muhammad’s death.

Within these branches, there are numerous schools of thought and
jurisprudence, each offering unique interpretations of Islamic law (Sharia).
Additionally, there are Sufi orders emphasizing mysticism and spiritual
experience, which add to the rich diversity within the Muslim world.

Recognizing this diversity is key to appreciating the complexity of Islam and
avoiding oversimplified generalizations.

Islam in the Modern World

In contemporary times, Islam intersects with global issues such as politics,
human rights, gender roles, and interfaith dialogue. The religion’s
principles continue to guide the lives of over 1.9 billion people,
influencing social norms, legal systems, and cultural expressions.

One common misconception is equating Islam with extremism or violence, which
is misleading and ignores the vast majority of Muslims who live peaceful,
law—-abiding lives. Many Muslim scholars and communities actively promote
peace, tolerance, and coexistence.

Understanding Islam through a very short introduction helps dispel myths and
encourages respectful conversations. It also sheds light on the challenges



faced by Muslim minorities in non-Muslim countries, as well as the role of
Islam in shaping identity and community worldwide.

Tips for Engaging with Islam Respectfully

If you're new to learning about Islam or planning to engage with Muslim
communities, consider these helpful tips:

Ask open—-ended questions: Show genuine curiosity and willingness to
learn rather than making assumptions.

e Respect religious practices: Be mindful of prayer times, fasting during
Ramadan, and dress codes when visiting Muslim spaces.

e Recognize diversity: Understand that Muslim experiences vary widely
based on culture, geography, and personal beliefs.

e Use credible sources: Seek information from reputable scholars, authors,
and community leaders to avoid misinformation.

These approaches foster better understanding and build bridges across
cultural and religious divides.

Islam’s Ethical and Spiritual Dimensions

Beyond rituals and laws, Islam deeply emphasizes ethics and spirituality.
Concepts such as justice (‘Adl), compassion (Rahmah), and accountability
(Tagwa) are central to a Muslim’s worldview. The religion encourages self-
improvement, community service, and mindfulness of one’s actions in relation
to God and fellow human beings.

Sufism, the mystical dimension of Islam, highlights the inner journey towards
divine love and knowledge. Through poetry, music, and meditation, Sufis seek
a personal connection with God, often transcending formal religious
Structures.

This spiritual richness adds layers of meaning to Islam beyond its external
practices, appealing to those exploring faith on a deeper level.

Exploring islam a very short introduction opens up a world of history,
belief, and cultural richness that is often overlooked in mainstream
discussions. It invites us to see Islam as a living tradition—complex,
diverse, and continually evolving. Whether through its sacred texts, ethical
teachings, or vibrant communities, Islam remains a vital part of the global
human story.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the book 'Islam: A Very
Short Introduction'?

The book aims to provide a concise and accessible overview of Islam, covering
its history, beliefs, practices, and cultural impact.

Who is the author of 'Islam: A Very Short
Introduction'?

The book is authored by Malise Ruthven, a well-known scholar specializing in
Islamic studies.

Does the book cover the history of Islam extensively?

Yes, it provides a brief yet comprehensive history of Islam from its origins
in the 7th century to the modern era.

Is 'Islam: A Very Short Introduction' suitable for
beginners?

Yes, 1t is designed to be accessible for readers with little or no prior
knowledge of Islam.

What key topics are discussed in 'Islam: A Very Short
Introduction'?

The book discusses the Quran, the life of Prophet Muhammad, Islamic law,
sects within Islam, and the religion's role in contemporary society.

Does the book address misconceptions about Islam?

Yes, it aims to clarify common misunderstandings and stereotypes about Islam
and Muslims.

How long is 'Islam: A Very Short Introduction'?

As part of the Very Short Introductions series, it is typically around 150 to
200 pages, making it a brief yet informative read.

Is 'Islam: A Very Short Introduction' updated to
reflect modern developments?

Later editions of the book include discussions on modern issues facing Islam
and Muslims, such as political movements and globalization.

Can 'Islam: A Very Short Introduction' be used in
academic settings?

Yes, it is often recommended as a starting point for students and anyone



interested in gaining a foundational understanding of Islam.

Additional Resources

Islam: A Very Short Introduction

islam a very short introduction serves as a concise gateway into
understanding one of the world’s major religions, tracing its historical
roots, core beliefs, and cultural significance. As the second-largest
religion globally, Islam influences the lives of over 1.9 billion people,
shaping diverse societies across continents. This brief exploration aims to
demystify Islam’s fundamental principles, explore its historical development,
and examine contemporary perceptions, offering a neutral and analytical
perspective suited for readers seeking clarity and depth.

Understanding Islam: Foundations and Beliefs

At its essence, Islam is a monotheistic faith centered on the belief in one
God, Allah, and the prophethood of Muhammad as the final messenger. The
religion’s name, derived from the Arabic root “S-L-M,” conveys meanings of
peace, submission, and surrender—specifically, submission to God’s will. The
Quran, Islam’s sacred text, along with the Hadith—sayings and actions of
Muhammad—serve as the foundational sources guiding Muslim life.

The Five Pillars of Islam encapsulate the core religious duties that define
Muslim identity and practice:
1. Shahada (Faith): The declaration of belief in the oneness of God and

Muhammad as His prophet.

2. Salah (Prayer): Performing ritual prayers five times daily facing the
Kaaba in Mecca.

3. Zakat (Charity): Giving a portion of one’s wealth to the needy,
fostering social equity.

4. Sawm (Fasting): Abstaining from food, drink, and other physical needs
during daylight hours in Ramadan.

5. Hajj (Pilgrimage): Undertaking a pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in a
lifetime, if physically and financially able.

These pillars not only shape individual spirituality but also reinforce
communal bonds, social justice, and ethical conduct.

The Historical Context of Islam’s Emergence

Islam emerged in the early 7th century CE in the Arabian Peninsula, a region
characterized by tribal divisions and polytheistic traditions. Muhammad’s
message introduced a transformative monotheistic worldview that challenged



existing social norms and power structures. Within decades, Islam expanded
rapidly through preaching, trade networks, and political consolidation,
influencing regions from North Africa to Southeast Asia.

This early expansion was marked by significant cultural and scientific
contributions, often referred to as the Islamic Golden Age. Scholars in
fields such as mathematics, medicine, philosophy, and astronomy advanced
human knowledge, preserving and enhancing classical learning. This historical
backdrop is crucial to understanding Islam beyond contemporary political or
ideological narratives.

Diversity within Islam: Sects and Cultural
Expressions

Islam is not monolithic; it encompasses various sects and cultural
traditions. The two primary branches are Sunni and Shia Islam, differing
primarily in their views on leadership succession after Muhammad’s death.
Sunnis constitute approximately 85-90% of the Muslim population, while Shia
Muslims form significant minorities, particularly in countries like Iran and
Iraqg.

Beyond these, there are numerous schools of jurisprudence (figh) and
theological interpretations that influence religious practices and legal
rulings. The diversity within Islam also manifests culturally. From
Indonesia’s vibrant Muslim communities to the Arab world’s rich heritage and
West Africa’s Sufi traditions, Islam interacts dynamically with local
customs, languages, and histories.

Islam in the Modern World: Challenges and Perceptions

In the contemporary era, Islam faces complex challenges and evolving
perceptions. Globalization, migration, and political conflicts have brought
Islamic societies into greater contact—and sometimes tension—with secular and
non-Muslim communities. Debates around secularism, religious freedom, gender
rights, and extremism often dominate media portrayals, sometimes obscuring
the religion’s rich spiritual and ethical dimensions.

It is important to distinguish between Islam as a faith tradition and the
actions of individuals or groups who may claim its banner. The vast majority
of Muslims worldwide advocate peaceful coexistence, social justice, and human
dignity. Moreover, Muslim-majority countries exhibit wide-ranging political
systems, economic statuses, and social norms, challenging simplistic or
monolithic understandings.

Islamic Texts and Interpretations

The Quran remains the central text, believed by Muslims to be the literal
word of God revealed to Muhammad. Its verses address theological beliefs,
moral guidance, legal principles, and social conduct. However, the Quran’s
interpretation is complex and context-dependent, with classical and
contemporary scholars offering diverse readings.



The Hadith literature supplements the Quran by documenting Muhammad’s sayings
and practices, providing practical examples of Islamic teachings. However,
the authenticity and interpretation of various Hadith collections sometimes
spark debate within Muslim communities.

This interpretive plurality has implications for Islamic law (Sharia), which
governs personal, social, and legal matters. Sharia is not a single codified
system but a spectrum of jurisprudential opinions that vary by region and
culture, reflecting Islam’s adaptability and internal diversity.

Common Misconceptions and Clarifications

Misunderstandings about Islam often stem from oversimplification or
misinformation. For instance, the concept of jihad is frequently
misrepresented as solely violent struggle, whereas it fundamentally means
“striving” or “struggle” and includes personal spiritual efforts toward
righteousness.

Similarly, the role of women in Islam is frequently debated. While some
interpretations emphasize traditional gender roles, others highlight Quranic
principles of equity, education, and participation. Diverse cultural
practices influence these interpretations, underscoring the need for nuanced
understanding.

Why “Islam: A Very Short Introduction” Matters

Books and resources titled “Islam: A Very Short Introduction” play a vital
role in education and interfaith dialogue. They offer accessible, balanced,
and scholarly insights that dispel myths and foster informed perspectives.
For students, educators, policymakers, and curious readers, such
introductions provide a foundational framework to engage critically with
Islam’s complexities.

In a world increasingly interconnected yet divided by cultural and religious
differences, informed knowledge about Islam promotes tolerance and global
awareness. Recognizing Islam’s multifaceted nature—historical, theological,
and cultural—enriches cross-cultural communication and mutual respect.

This concise yet comprehensive approach aligns with SEO goals by
incorporating relevant keywords naturally, such as Islamic beliefs, Quran,
Muslim practices, Sunni and Shia, Islamic history, and contemporary Islam.
These terms enhance discoverability while maintaining a professional and
investigative tone.

Exploring Islam through a very short introduction ultimately invites readers
to go beyond headlines and simplistic narratives. It encourages a deeper
appreciation of a faith tradition that continues to shape billions of lives
and global civilizations.
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islam a very short introduction: Islam: A Very Short Introduction Malise Ruthven,
1997-10-23 Islam features widely in the news, often in its most militant versions, but few people in
the non-Muslim world really understand the nature of Islam. Malise Ruthven's Very Short
Introduction offers an essential insight into issues such as why Islam has such major divisions
between movements such as the Shi'ites, the Sunnis, and the Wahhabis, why the Shar'ia (Islamic
law) is such an important aspect of Islamic life, and why the greatest "Jihad' (holy war) is now
against the enemies of Islam, rather than the struggle against evil. In addition he prompts further
questioning into the ideas of "Islamic resurgence' as both an old and new concept, whether or not
women can find fulfilment and equality within an Islamic framework, and the sort of problems facing
Islam and its confrontation with the modern world. - ;Islam features widely in the news, often in its
most militant versions, but few people in the non-Muslim world really understand the nature of
Islam, both as ideology and religion. Malise Ruthven's Very Short Introduction therefore offers an
essential insight into issues such as the why the greatest "Jihad' (holy war) is now against the
enemies of Islam, rather than the struggle against evil, why Islam has such major divisions between
movements such as the Shi'ites, the Sunnis, and the Wahhabis, and how the Shar'ia (Islamic law) has
become such an important aspect of Islamic life. In addition he prompts further questioning into the
ideas of "Islamic resurgence' as both an old and new concept, whether or not women can find
fulfilment and equality within an Islamic framework, and the sort of problems facing Islam and its
confrontations with the modern world. -

islam a very short introduction: Islam Malise Ruthven, 2012 Islam features widely in the
news, often in its most militant forms, but few people in the non-Muslim world really understand the
nature of Islam. Malise Ruthven's Very Short Introduction provides essential clarity and insights in
to the big issues, including the major divisions between movements such as the Shi'is, the Sunnis,
and the Wahhabis, and the central importance of Shar'ia (Islamic law) in Islamic life.--Publisher
description

islam a very short introduction: Islam Malise Ruthven, 2012

islam a very short introduction: Muhammad: A Very Short Introduction Jonathan A. C.
Brown, 2011-03-24 As the founder of Islam Muhammad is one of the most influential figures in
history. The furor surrounding the Satanic Verses and the Danish cartoon crisis reminded the world
of the tremendous importance of the prophet of Islam, Muhammad. Learning about his life and
understanding its importance, however, has always proven difficult. Our knowledge of Muhammad
comes from the biography of him written by his followers, but Western historians have questioned
the reliability of this story in their quest to uncover the 'historical Muhammad'. As modern
controversies have shown, whatever the truth about Muhammad's life, his persona has taken on
numerous shapes and played a crucial role in Muslim life and civilization. This Very Short
Introduction provides an introduction to the major aspects of Muhammad's life and its importance,
providing both the Muslim and Western historical perspectives. It also explains the prominent roles
that Muhammad's persona has played in the Islamic world, from the medieval to the modern period.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas,
and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

islam a very short introduction: Islam Matthew Gordon, Professor of Middle East and Islamic
History Matthew S Gordon, 2009 With a growing awareness of the presence of Islamic societies
around the world and the varying Islamic religious bodies that play such a key role, Islam has
emerged in the forefront of todays religious discussions. Islam, Fourth Edition dispels many of the
myths and mysteries surrounding this major world religion, providing readers with an up-to-date
understanding of the relationship between religion and politics in todays society.

islam a very short introduction: The Koran Michael Cook, 2000-02-25 The Koran has
constituted a remarkably strong core of identity and continuity for a religious tradition that is now in
its fifteenth century. This Very Short Introduction explores the significance of the Koran both in the




modern world and in traditional Muslim culture. Michael Cook provides a lucid and direct account of
the Koran as codex, as scripture, as liturgy, and as the embodiment of truth, and examines its means
of formation and dissemination. He also discusses issues of interpretation for certain key verses,
demonstrating that fecundity of the text for readers throughout the world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

islam a very short introduction: African History: A Very Short Introduction John Parker,
Richard Rathbone, 2007-03-22 Essential reading for anyone interested in the African continent and
the diversity of human history, this Very Short Introduction looks at Africa's past and reflects on the
changing ways it has been imagined and represented. Key themes in current thinking about Africa's
history are illustrated with a range of fascinating historical examples, drawn from over 5 millennia
across this vast continent. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

islam a very short introduction: Islamic History Adam ]. Silverstein, 2010-01-21 Does history
matter? This book argues not that history matters, but that Islamic history does. This Very Short
Introduction introduces the story of Islamic history; the controversies surrounding its study; and the
significance that it holds - for Muslims and for non-Muslims alike. Opening with a lucid overview of
the rise and spread of Islam, from the seventh to twenty first century, the book charts the evolution
of what was originally a small, localised community of believers into an international religion with
over a billion adherents. Chapters are also dedicated to the peoples - Arabs, Persians, and Turks -
who shaped Islamic history, and to three representative institutions - the mosque, jihad, and the
caliphate - that highlight Islam's diversity over time. Finally, the roles that Islamic history has played
in both religious and political contexts are analysed, while stressing the unique status that history
enjoys amongst Muslims, especially compared to its lowly place in Western societies where history is
often seen as little more than something that is not to be repeated. Some of the questions that will
be answered are: - How did I[slam arise from the obscurity of seventh century Arabia to the headlines
of twenty first century media? - How do we know what we claim to know about Islam's rise and
development? - Why does any of this matter, either to Muslims or to non-Muslims? ABOUT THE
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

islam a very short introduction: A Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion Bradley L.
Herling, 2016-03-10 How should we understand and interpret the strange but familiar thing that we
call “religion”? What are the foundations of a methodical approach to this subject, and what
theoretical tools are available to students who are new to this area of inquiry? A Beginner's Guide to
the Study of Religion provides an accessible, wide-ranging introduction to theories and basic
methodology in the field. Now in its second edition and updated throughout, this concise but
comprehensive book includes:- - A case for the urgency and relevance of studying religion today -
Discussion of the role and perspective of the student of religion - Description of the nature of theory
and its function - An accessible survey of classic theorists in the modern study of religion - Feature
boxes highlighting essential quotations and guiding principles for application of theories An
expanded consideration of contemporary issues in the field, including gender, sexuality, race,
ethnicity, globalization, violence, science, and new media. - Recommended further reading A
Beginner's Guide to the Study of Religion offers a thorough but concise body of material suitable for
introductory courses on the study of religion, or to provide theoretical context for survey courses.



Study questions and worksheets can be found on the book's webpage.

islam a very short introduction: Global Islam Nile Green, 2020-10-01 This book presents the
first comprehensive survey of the multiple versions of Islam propagated across geographical,
political, and cultural boundaries during the era of modern globalization. Showing how Islam was
transformed through these globalizing transfers, it traces the origins, expansion and increasing
diversification of Global Islam - from individual activists to organizations and then states - over the
past 150 years.

islam a very short introduction: Encyclopaedia of Islam Ian Richard Netton, 2013-12-19 This
Encyclopedia covers the full range of Islamic thought. It takes substantial note of contemporary
trends across the Muslim world, and the material on historical Islam has contemporary reference.

islam a very short introduction: Historical Atlas of Islam Malise Ruthven, Azim Nanji, 2004
Chronicles the history of Islam from the birth of Mohammed to the independence of former Soviet
Muslim States, covering a wide variety of themes, including philosophy, arts, and architecture.

islam a very short introduction: Against the Darkness Graham A. Cole, 2019-11-12 Many
Christians live as though they are effectively alone in the world. However, there is another realm of
intelligent life that plays a role in the world—angelic beings. This book explores the doctrine of
angels and demons, answering key questions about their nature and the implications for Christians'
beliefs and behavior, helping readers see their place in the larger biblical plotline that includes
supernatural beings. An understanding of the reality of angels and demons encourages believers to
be vigilant in the light of spiritual warfare and to be confident in Christ's victory on the cross.

islam a very short introduction: The Very Short Introductions Blog Book Oxford University
Press, 2014-09-01 In this free Very Short Introductions Blog Book we’ve gathered 30 of our VSI
authors’ very best blog posts on topics including history, politics, science, and more. We hope you
enjoy this glimpse into the passion, insight, and great writing that characterizes these authors and
the Very Short Introductions series.

islam a very short introduction: Psychotherapy and Spirituality Agneta Schreurs, 2002
Schreurs presents a range of therapeutic situations, analogies and case-studies in which spiritual
concerns may arise, and explores them from spiritual and psychological perspectives, showing how
they connect and differ. This engaging book is essential reading for all therapists who feel out of
their depth when patients raise spiritual concerns.

islam a very short introduction: Death, Religion and Law Peter Hutton, Ravi Mahajan, Allan
Kellehear, 2019-11-01 This practical guide summarizes the principles of working with dying patients
and their families as influenced by the commoner world religions and secular philosophies. It also
outlines the main legal requirements to be followed by those who care for the dying following the
death of the patient. The first part of the book provides a reflective introduction to the general
influences of world religions on matters to do with dying, death and grief. It considers the sometimes
conflicting relationships between ethics, religion, culture and personal philosophies and how these
differences impact on individual cases of dying, death and loss. The second part describes the
general customs and beliefs of the major religions that are encountered in hospitals, hospices, care
homes and home care settings. It also includes discussion of non-religious spirituality, humanism,
agnosticism and atheism. The final part outlines key socio-legal aspects of death across the UK.
Death, Religion and Law provides key knowledge, discussion and reflection for dealing with the
diversity of the everyday care of dying and death in different religious, secular and cultural contexts.
It is an important reference for practitioners working with dying patients, their families and the
bereaved.

islam a very short introduction: Nationalism: A Very Short Introduction Steven Elliott
Grosby, 2005-09-08 Throughout history, humanity has borne witness to the political and moral
challenges that arise when people place national identity above allegiance to geo-political states or
international communities. This book discusses the concept of nations and nationalism from social,
philosophical, geological, theological and anthropological perspectives. It examines the subject
through conflicts past and present, including recent conflicts in the Balkans and the Middle East,




rather than exclusively focusing on theory. Above all, this fascinating and comprehensive work
clearly shows how feelings of nationalism are an inescapable part of being human.

islam a very short introduction: The Far East and Australasia 2003 Europa Publications,
2002 A unique survey of each country in the region. It includes an extensive collection of facts,
statistics, analysis and directory information in one accessible volume.

islam a very short introduction: The Qur'an M. A. Abdel Haleem, 2010-04-08 "accurate,
sensitive, well-annotated English translation of the Qur'an Scotland on Sunday --

islam a very short introduction: The Qur'an, 2010-04-08 The Qur'an, believed by Muslims to
be the word of God, was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad 1400 years ago. Recognized as the
greatest literary masterpiece in Arabic, the sacred text has nevertheless remained difficult to
understand in its English translations. First published in 2004, M.A.S. Abdel Haleem's translation
has been acclaimed for its success in avoiding archaism and cryptic language to produce a version
that is both faithful to the original and easy to read. Now for the first time it is published with the
original Arabic text to give a greater appreciation and understanding of the holy book. The
traditional Arabic calligraphic pages are displayed alongside the English translation, which has been
revised for this new edition. This fine binding edition features leather binding, gold page edges, a
ribbon marker, and a slip-case. A useful general introduction on the revelation, stylistic features,
issues of interpretation and translation of the Qur'an is included, together with summaries of each
sura, essential footnotes and an index. The verses are individually numbered to facilitate comparison
with the Arabic. It is an edition both for those familiar with the Qur'an and for those coming to it for
the first time; the message of the Qur'an was directly addressed to all people regardless of class,
gender, or age, and this dual-language edition is equally accessible to everyone.
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