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How Hard Is It to Win a Scholastic Writing Award?

how hard is it to win a scholastic writing award is a question that many aspiring young writers ask
themselves as they consider submitting their work to prestigious contests. These awards are highly
regarded in academic and literary communities, offering recognition, scholarships, and even publication
opportunities. But just how challenging is it to stand out among thousands of talented peers and earn one of
these coveted honors? The answer depends on several factors, including the level of competition, the
quality of your submission, and your understanding of what judges look for in scholastic writing.

Understanding the Scholastic Writing Awards

Before diving into the difficulty level, it’s important to grasp what these awards entail. The Scholastic Art
& Writing Awards, for example, is one of the most well-known programs that recognizes exceptional
works by students in grades 7 through 12. Participants submit pieces in various categories such as poetry,
short stories, essays, and plays. Each year, over 300,000 works are submitted nationwide, making it one of
the largest and most competitive youth writing competitions.

The Scale of Competition

The sheer volume of entries contributes significantly to the challenge. Thousands of talented students from
across the country—and sometimes internationally—vie for the same honors. This means that even
excellent writing might not guarantee a win. Judges are often looking for originality, creativity, technical
skill, and emotional impact. Because of this, the competition is fierce, and standing out requires more than
just meeting basic writing standards.

The Levels of Recognition

The awards are tiered to recognize varying levels of achievement. These typically include Honorable
Mentions, Silver Keys, Gold Keys, and National Medals. While Honorable Mentions acknowledge
commendable work, Gold Keys and National Medals are much more exclusive. Achieving a Gold Key or
National Medal is considerably more difficult due to the rigorous judging and limited slots. Winning at
these levels often requires not just excellent writing but also a unique voice and a deep connection with
the reader.



Factors That Influence How Hard It Is to Win

Quality and Originality of Your Writing

One of the biggest determinants is how well your writing resonates with the judges. Scholastic writing
awards celebrate originality—your ability to present ideas, themes, or narratives in fresh and engaging
ways. Simply following a formula or mimicking popular styles won’t cut it. Judges seek authenticity and a
clear authorial voice that makes the piece memorable.

Understanding the Judging Criteria

The judging process can be quite subjective, but there are common elements that judges prioritize:

Creativity: How original and imaginative is the work?

Technical Skill: Grammar, structure, clarity, and style.

Emotional Impact: Does the writing evoke feelings or provoke thought?

Relevance to Theme: How well does the piece address the prompt or category guidelines?

By tailoring your submission with these criteria in mind, you improve your chances of impressing the
panel.

Experience and Preparation

Writers who have honed their skills over time generally have an edge. This includes multiple drafts,
feedback from teachers or mentors, and a solid understanding of the writing process. First-time entrants
might find it harder to win because they are still developing their voice and technique. Consistent practice
and revision can transform a good piece into an award-worthy submission.



Tips to Increase Your Chances of Winning a Scholastic Writing
Award

If you’re wondering how to improve your odds, consider these practical tips:

Start Early: Give yourself ample time to brainstorm, write, and revise. Rushing often results in1.
weaker submissions.

Seek Feedback: Share your work with teachers, peers, or writing groups. Constructive criticism can2.
uncover areas you might overlook.

Read Past Winners: Familiarize yourself with previous award-winning pieces to understand what3.
judges appreciate.

Focus on Your Voice: Write authentically rather than trying to fit into a perceived mold.4.

Follow Guidelines Carefully: Ensure your submission meets all formatting and category5.
requirements.

These strategies can make the process less daunting and help your writing shine.

The Emotional and Academic Benefits of Winning

Winning a scholastic writing award is not just about the prize. It often serves as a confidence booster and a
validation of your talent. Many winners leverage the recognition to enhance their college applications or
build portfolios for future literary pursuits. Although the competition is tough, the rewards extend beyond
the trophy, shaping your growth as a writer and student.

Handling the Pressure and Expectations

Given the prestige associated with these awards, it’s natural to feel pressure. However, approaching the
competition as a learning experience rather than just a contest can alleviate stress. Every submission,
whether it wins or not, offers valuable insights into your strengths and areas for improvement.



How Hard Is It to Win a Scholastic Writing Award? Final
Thoughts

So, how hard is it to win a scholastic writing award? It’s definitely challenging but far from impossible. The
competition is intense, and the standards are high, but with dedication, creativity, and strategic preparation,
students can rise above the crowd. Remember, these awards celebrate not only technical proficiency but
also the heart and soul behind your writing. Embrace the process, keep refining your craft, and let your
unique voice guide you towards success.

Frequently Asked Questions

How competitive is it to win a Scholastic Writing Award?
Winning a Scholastic Writing Award is quite competitive as thousands of students across the country
submit their work each year. However, the awards recognize a range of skill levels and styles, so talented
writers have a good chance if they submit strong, original work.

What factors influence the difficulty of winning a Scholastic Writing
Award?
The difficulty depends on the category entered, the quality of submissions in that year, and the judges'
preferences. Writing that demonstrates creativity, technical skill, and originality tends to stand out.

Do I need professional writing experience to win a Scholastic Writing
Award?
No professional experience is required. Many winners are middle and high school students who show
promise and dedication to their craft, regardless of prior accolades.

How can I improve my chances of winning a Scholastic Writing Award?
To improve your chances, focus on refining your writing, seeking feedback, adhering to submission
guidelines, and submitting work that is unique and emotionally impactful.

Are certain writing categories easier to win in the Scholastic Writing
Awards?
Some categories may be less crowded or have fewer submissions, which can slightly increase chances.
However, each category has high standards, so excellence is needed regardless of the category.



Is winning a Scholastic Writing Award more about creativity or technical
writing skills?
Both creativity and technical skill are important. Judges look for original ideas expressed clearly and
effectively, with strong command of language and structure.

How many students typically win Scholastic Writing Awards each year?
Each year, thousands of students receive recognition at regional and national levels. However, only a select
few receive top honors like Gold Medals or National Medals, making those particularly competitive.

Does the Scholastic Writing Awards have different levels of awards that
affect the difficulty?
Yes, there are multiple levels including Honorable Mentions, Silver Keys, Gold Keys, and National Medals.
Winning at higher levels is more difficult due to increased competition and judging standards.

Can submitting multiple entries increase my chances of winning a
Scholastic Writing Award?
Submitting multiple entries can increase your chances by showcasing your range and increasing the
number of opportunities to be recognized, but each piece must be high quality to stand out.

Additional Resources
How Hard Is It to Win a Scholastic Writing Award? An In-Depth Exploration

how hard is it to win a scholastic writing award is a question that intrigues many aspiring young writers,
educators, and parents alike. Scholastic writing awards, such as the prestigious Scholastic Art & Writing
Awards, are often seen as milestones that can validate a student's talent and open doors to academic and
creative opportunities. However, the difficulty of securing such an award is influenced by numerous
factors, including competition level, submission criteria, and the subjective nature of literary evaluation.
This article delves into the complexities surrounding the challenge of winning a scholastic writing award,
exploring the factors that contribute to its difficulty and what it truly takes to succeed.

The Landscape of Scholastic Writing Awards

Scholastic writing awards encompass a broad range of competitions that recognize excellence in various
writing genres—poetry, short stories, essays, journalism, and more. Among the most notable is the



Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, which have been honoring young creatives since 1923. The program
receives tens of thousands of submissions nationwide each year, making it one of the largest and most
competitive platforms for student writers.

Given this extensive participation, it is essential to understand the scale and scope of these awards to gauge
how hard it is to win. For instance, in 2023, the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards received over 300,000
submissions from students in grades 7-12. Of these, only approximately 30,000 works received recognition,
with Gold and Silver Key awards representing the highest honors before national medals are awarded.
This translates to roughly a 10% recognition rate, with even fewer achieving the top national accolades.

Competition Intensity and Submission Volume

The sheer volume of submissions is a primary factor elevating the difficulty of winning. High school
students across the country, and even internationally, compete for a limited number of awards. This high
level of competition means that not only must entrants produce high-quality, original work, but they must
also stand out in a crowded field of talented peers.

Moreover, the diversity of writing styles and genres adds complexity to the judging process. Writers must
navigate the expectations of judges who may favor certain literary styles, themes, or innovative
approaches. This subjective element means that even exemplary writing might not always secure an
award if it does not resonate with the panel.

Judging Criteria and Subjectivity

Understanding the judging criteria sheds light on the challenge of winning scholastic writing awards.
Typically, submissions are evaluated based on originality, technical skill, creativity, and emotional impact.
These criteria require entrants not only to demonstrate mastery of language and structure but also to
convey compelling narratives or ideas.

However, judging panels are composed of educators, authors, and industry professionals, each bringing their
own perspectives and preferences. This introduces an element of subjectivity that can complicate the path
to winning. Writers must balance adhering to award guidelines with crafting pieces that capture the
judges’ interests and emotions.

Factors That Influence Winning Chances

While the overall difficulty of winning a scholastic writing award is high, certain factors can improve or
diminish an entrant’s chances. Recognizing these elements can help participants better prepare and



strategize their submissions.

Quality of Writing and Originality

At the core, the quality of writing remains paramount. Entries that exhibit polished grammar, engaging
storytelling, and unique perspectives tend to fare better. Originality, in particular, is highly prized; judges
often reward fresh voices that challenge conventions or explore novel topics.

Writers who invest time in drafting, revising, and seeking feedback typically submit stronger work. This
process can differentiate an entry in a competitive pool where many submissions might be rushed or
unrefined.

Understanding Submission Guidelines

Navigating the specific requirements of each award program is crucial. Criteria such as word count,
formatting, and theme adherence can affect eligibility and judging. Failure to comply with submission
rules may result in disqualification or lower evaluation scores.

Moreover, some awards categorize submissions by grade level or genre, which can influence the
competitive landscape. Strategic selection of the appropriate category can enhance the likelihood of
recognition.

Experience and Coaching

Students who have access to mentorship, writing workshops, or coaching often have a competitive edge.
Constructive guidance helps refine writing skills, sharpen thematic focus, and improve presentation.
Additionally, experienced teachers and mentors can provide insights into what judges typically look for,
assisting students in tailoring their work accordingly.

Emotional and Thematic Resonance

Beyond technical prowess, entries that evoke strong emotional responses or address meaningful themes
frequently stand out. Judges appreciate works that connect with broader social issues, personal growth, or
universal human experiences. This resonance can tip the scales in favor of certain submissions amidst a sea
of technically competent but emotionally flat pieces.



Pros and Cons of Competing for Scholastic Writing Awards

Entering scholastic writing competitions offers numerous benefits but also comes with challenges that
might influence a young writer’s decision to participate.

Pros:

Recognition and Validation: Winning or even being nominated can boost confidence and
motivate further creative endeavors.

Scholarship Opportunities: Many awards provide scholarships or open pathways to prestigious
writing programs.

Portfolio Enhancement: Awards can enrich college applications and resumes, showcasing
dedication and talent.

Networking: Some programs connect students with established writers, editors, and literary
communities.

Cons:

High Competition: The volume and quality of submissions can be daunting, potentially
discouraging some writers.

Subjectivity: The unpredictable nature of judging can result in frustration if a quality piece is
overlooked.

Time Intensive: Preparing a competitive submission requires significant effort, which may
compete with academic and extracurricular commitments.

Pressure and Stress: The desire to win can create anxiety that affects the writing process.

Comparative Difficulty Across Awards



Not all scholastic writing awards carry the same level of difficulty. Local or school-based contests usually
have fewer participants and may be less competitive, making them more accessible for emerging writers.
In contrast, national or international awards often demand higher standards and face stiffer competition.

For example, state-level awards might have acceptance rates upward of 20-30%, while national contests like
the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards might see acceptance rates below 10%. Understanding the tiered
nature of these competitions can help students set realistic goals and build experience progressively.

Strategies for Increasing the Odds of Winning

Those wondering how hard is it to win a scholastic writing award can improve their chances by adopting
strategic approaches before and during the submission process.

Start Early: Beginning the writing process well before deadlines allows ample time for drafting and1.
revisions.

Seek Feedback: Sharing work with teachers, peers, or writing groups can provide valuable2.
perspectives.

Research Past Winners: Reviewing previous award-winning pieces offers insight into the styles and3.
themes that resonate with judges.

Tailor Submissions: Ensure that the work fits the category and guidelines of the specific award4.
program.

Focus on Voice and Authenticity: Genuine storytelling often distinguishes entries from more generic5.
efforts.

Ultimately, while the path to winning a scholastic writing award is challenging, it is not insurmountable.
With dedication, strategic preparation, and an understanding of the competition landscape, aspiring writers
can significantly enhance their prospects. The journey itself—marked by creative growth and
resilience—provides invaluable rewards beyond the accolade.
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award-winning Army journalist who met and married her husband, Mark, while in the service. She
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him to attend his 25th class reunion -- just as he's reeling from a mid-life diagnosis of Tourette
Syndrome. Relic's debate over attending careens from narrative to stream-of-consciousness to TV
script in a mixed-media mind-movie while his supporting cast of jazz musicians, high school jocks,
patriotic principals, early-60's hipsters -- and a cameo appearance by the most trusted man in
America, Walter Cronkite -- scrawls a jazz-fueled American Graffiti on the wall of the America that
brought us the sixties.
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