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Figurative Language in Of Mice and Men: Unlocking Steinbeck’s Literary Depth

figurative language in of mice and men plays a crucial role in bringing John
Steinbeck’s novella to life, enriching the narrative with vivid imagery and
emotional resonance. Far beyond the straightforward story of two displaced
ranch workers during the Great Depression, Steinbeck’s use of metaphor,
simile, personification, and symbolism deepens our understanding of the
characters’ struggles and the harsh realities they face. Exploring these
literary devices not only enhances our appreciation of the text but also
reveals the timeless themes that make Of Mice and Men a classic piece of
American literature.

Why Figurative Language Matters in Of Mice and
Men

Steinbeck’s prose is deceptively simple, yet it carries a powerful emotional
weight. The figurative language in Of Mice and Men helps paint a picture of
the environment and characters’ internal states without overt explanation.
This allows readers to feel the loneliness, hope, and despair that permeate
the story. By using figurative speech, Steinbeck creates layers of meaning
that invite readers to engage more deeply with the text.

Setting the Scene with Imagery and Symbolism

One of the most notable aspects of figurative language in Of Mice and Men is
the vivid imagery used to describe the natural environment. Right from the
opening scene by the Salinas River, Steinbeck employs detailed sensory
descriptions that almost personify nature itself. For example, the peaceful
riverbank setting is described with gentle, flowing imagery, contrasting
starkly with the harshness of the human world the characters inhabit.

Symbolism is deeply intertwined with this imagery. The riverbank represents a
temporary refuge for George and Lennie—a place of calm before the storm of
their daily hardships. The natural world often symbolizes freedom and
innocence, themes that are central to the novella. This contrast between
nature and society is emphasized through figurative language that highlights
the tension between hope and reality.

Exploring Key Figurative Devices in the Novella

Steinbeck’s use of figurative language is varied and intentional. Here are
some of the main devices he employs and how they contribute to the story’s
meaning:

Similes and Metaphors: Making Emotions Tangible



Similes and metaphors are scattered throughout Of Mice and Men, offering
vivid comparisons that bring characters and emotions to life. For example,
Lennie is often described using animal imagery, such as “like a bear” or “as
strong as a bull,” which underscores both his physical power and his simple,
instinct-driven nature. These comparisons help readers understand Lennie’s
innocence and vulnerability simultaneously.

Metaphors extend beyond physical descriptions. The dream George and Lennie
share about owning a piece of land is often likened to a shining beacon or a
promised paradise, symbolizing hope and the pursuit of happiness. This dream
functions as a metaphor for the American Dream itself, reflecting the
universal desire for security and independence.

Personification: Giving Life to Abstract Concepts

Personification appears subtly but effectively in Steinbeck’s writing. The
natural world around the characters is often given human qualities, as if
it’s watching or reacting to the unfolding drama. This technique creates an
immersive atmosphere and emphasizes the connection between humans and nature.

Moreover, loneliness and despair sometimes take on almost tangible forms
through personification. The isolation felt by characters like Crooks and
Curley’s wife is portrayed in ways that make these emotions feel like
oppressive forces, influencing their actions and interactions.

Symbolism: Layers of Meaning Beneath the Surface

Apart from the riverbank and the dream of the farm, several other symbols
enrich the narrative. Candy’s old dog, for instance, symbolizes the fate
awaiting those who have outlived their usefulness in a harsh society. The
dog’s death foreshadows later events and reflects the cruel reality faced by
the characters.

The repeated references to hands and physical strength also carry symbolic
weight. Hands represent power, control, and the ability to affect change, but
they also highlight vulnerability when characters are powerless. This duality
is central to understanding the characters’ struggles.

How Figurative Language Enhances Character
Development

Steinbeck’s use of figurative language isn’t just decorative; it’s integral
to how we perceive and connect with the characters. Through figurative
speech, the author reveals deeper layers of personality and motivation that
might otherwise remain hidden.

The Complexity of Lennie Through Animal Imagery

Lennie’s characterization is deeply tied to the animal metaphors Steinbeck
uses. Describing Lennie as “pale, with wide, innocent eyes” alongside similes



comparing him to a “horse” or “giant bear” creates a dual image of innocence
and brute strength. This contrast helps readers empathize with Lennie’s
childlike mentality while understanding the potential danger he represents.

George’s Dream and Its Metaphorical Significance

George’s repeated articulation of the dream farm is more than just a plot
device—it symbolizes hope in the face of relentless hardship. The
metaphorical language surrounding this dream—such as “live off the fatta the
lan’”—conveys a yearning for stability and autonomy that resonates beyond the
story’s immediate context.

This figurative expression of hope makes George’s character more relatable
and human. It reminds readers that dreams, no matter how fragile, are crucial
to maintaining dignity and purpose.

Tips for Analyzing Figurative Language in Of
Mice and Men

If you’re diving into Of Mice and Men for a class or personal study, focusing
on figurative language can unlock fresh insights. Here are some practical
tips to help you analyze these literary elements effectively:

Identify key passages: Look for moments with vivid descriptions or
unusual comparisons. These often contain similes, metaphors, or
personification.

Consider the context: Think about how the figurative language relates to
the characters’ emotions, the setting, or overarching themes.

Connect symbols to themes: Reflect on how objects or images serve as
symbols that reinforce ideas like loneliness, hope, or power.

Compare character descriptions: Notice how different characters are
portrayed using figurative language and what that reveals about their
roles.

Use your imagination: Try to visualize the images created by the
figurative language to deepen your emotional understanding of the text.

Figurative Language and the Themes of
Loneliness and Friendship

One of the most poignant uses of figurative language in Of Mice and Men is
how it highlights the themes of loneliness and friendship. Steinbeck’s
metaphors and imagery often underscore the isolation experienced by itinerant
workers during the Great Depression, while also illustrating the rare bond
between George and Lennie.



For example, the desolate ranch setting is described in ways that evoke
emptiness and coldness, reinforcing the loneliness that pervades much of the
story. In contrast, George and Lennie’s interactions are often described with
warmth and softness, using language that suggests comfort and mutual
dependence. This figurative juxtaposition strengthens the emotional impact of
their relationship.

The Power of Dreams as Figurative Anchors

Throughout the novella, the shared dream of a better future acts as a
figurative anchor—a recurring image that holds the story’s emotional core
together. Steinbeck’s repeated use of hopeful language connected to this
dream deepens the sense of yearning that drives the characters forward,
despite the odds stacked against them.

This figurative language does more than paint a picture; it connects readers
to the universal human desire for belonging and security, making the
characters’ experiences more relatable and poignant.

---

Engaging with the figurative language in Of Mice and Men opens up a richer
reading experience that goes beyond its plot. Steinbeck’s masterful use of
literary devices brings texture, symbolism, and emotional depth to the story,
inviting readers to explore the complex interplay of hope, loneliness, power,
and vulnerability. Whether you’re studying the novella for school or simply
enjoying it as a reader, paying attention to the figurative language can
deepen your connection to this timeless work.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of figurative language are commonly used
in 'Of Mice and Men'?

In 'Of Mice and Men,' John Steinbeck frequently uses similes, metaphors,
personification, and imagery to enhance the narrative and convey deeper
meanings about characters and themes.

How does Steinbeck use similes to develop characters
in 'Of Mice and Men'?

Steinbeck uses similes to create vivid descriptions that reveal characters'
traits and emotions. For example, comparing Curley's wife to a 'rat trap'
highlights her dangerous and alluring nature.

What is the significance of animal imagery as
figurative language in 'Of Mice and Men'?

Animal imagery is used to symbolize the characters' instincts and social
roles. Lennie is often compared to a bear or a horse, emphasizing his
strength and innocence, while other characters exhibit traits associated with
animals to reflect their personalities.



How does Steinbeck use personification in 'Of Mice
and Men' to set the tone?

Steinbeck personifies the natural environment to create an ominous or
peaceful tone. For instance, descriptions of the river and trees often mirror
the mood of the story, enhancing the emotional impact.

In what ways does figurative language highlight the
themes of loneliness and dreams in 'Of Mice and Men'?

Figurative language like metaphors and imagery paints the characters' dreams
as fragile and distant, while also emphasizing their isolation. The recurring
metaphor of the unattainable dream farm symbolizes hope and despair.

Can you provide an example of a metaphor in 'Of Mice
and Men' and explain its meaning?

One example is the metaphor of the 'rabbit' that Lennie constantly talks
about, representing his desire for a safe and nurturing place, symbolizing
innocence and the human need for comfort and security.

Additional Resources
**The Power of Figurative Language in *Of Mice and Men*: An Analytical
Review**

figurative language in of mice and men serves as a critical literary device
that enriches John Steinbeck’s 1937 novella, weaving a textured narrative
that captures the emotional landscape and socio-economic realities of the
Great Depression era. Steinbeck’s use of metaphor, simile, personification,
and imagery deepens readers' understanding of his characters’ inner lives and
the harsh world they inhabit. This article delves into the nuances of
figurative language in *Of Mice and Men*, exploring how these techniques
enhance thematic development, character portrayal, and the novella’s enduring
resonance.

Exploring Figurative Language in *Of Mice and
Men*

Steinbeck’s prose is marked by a simplicity that belies the complexity of his
figurative expressions. The author employs figurative language not only as
decorative elements but as integral components that provide insight into the
narrative’s emotional and psychological dimensions. The novella’s brevity
necessitates that every word and phrase carry weight, and figurative language
becomes a conduit for expressing themes of loneliness, dreams, nature, and
human vulnerability.

One of the most prominent features of Steinbeck’s style in *Of Mice and Men*
is his vivid use of natural imagery. The setting—ranches, rivers, and open
fields—is more than a backdrop; it acts as a symbolic reflection of freedom,
isolation, and the harsh realities of itinerant labor. Such imagery often
connects directly to the characters’ aspirations and struggles, inviting



readers to engage with figurative language on multiple levels.

Metaphor and Symbolism: The Dream of the Ranch

The shared dream of George and Lennie to own a piece of land is a central
motif, frequently articulated through metaphorical language. Their vision of
the farm transcends mere economic security; it symbolizes hope, autonomy, and
a sanctuary from the alienation of the itinerant lifestyle. Steinbeck’s
depiction of this dream uses figurative language to elevate it from a simple
plot device to a poignant emblem of human yearning.

For example, the dream farm is often described with pastoral imagery—“an’
live off the fatta the lan’”—which conjures a fertile, nurturing environment
contrasting sharply with the barren emotional landscape experienced by many
characters. This metaphorical portrayal underscores the socio-economic divide
and the elusive nature of the American Dream during the Depression.

Similes and Personification: Characterization through
Nature

Steinbeck frequently employs similes and personification to reveal character
traits and emotional states. One notable example is the comparison of
Lennie’s physical movements and demeanor to those of animals. Descriptions
such as Lennie moving “like a bear drags his paws” serve to emphasize his
physical strength and lack of social grace, while simultaneously evoking a
sense of innocence and vulnerability.

Personification is also evident in passages where nature is given human
qualities, which helps to set the tone or foreshadow events. For instance,
the river and the surrounding environment often seem to respond to the
characters’ moods, creating an almost symbiotic relationship between humans
and nature. This technique enriches the narrative atmosphere, making the
setting an active participant rather than a passive stage.

Imagery and Symbolism: Loneliness and Isolation

The pervasive theme of loneliness in *Of Mice and Men* is accentuated through
figurative language that evokes desolation and solitude. Steinbeck’s use of
stark imagery—such as the barren bunkhouse or the silent, empty
fields—functions as a metaphor for the emotional isolation experienced by
itinerant workers. Characters like Crooks and Curley’s wife are symbolically
linked to this imagery, their marginalized positions underscored by
descriptions laden with figurative meaning.

Moreover, Steinbeck often contrasts light and dark imagery to highlight
characters’ internal conflicts and societal marginalization. This symbolic
use of light and shadow enhances the reader’s understanding of the emotional
complexity and social hierarchies within the novella.



Pros and Cons of Steinbeck’s Figurative Language
Approach

Pros:

Enhances emotional depth and character development without extensive
exposition.

Creates a vivid, immersive setting that reflects thematic concerns.

Facilitates a layered reading experience, allowing for multiple
interpretations.

Cons:

Some metaphors and symbols may appear subtle or ambiguous to readers
unfamiliar with the historical context.

The simplicity of language, while effective, might limit the
diversity of figurative expressions compared to more elaborate
literary works.

Comparative Insights: Figurative Language in
*Of Mice and Men* and Other Steinbeck Works

Comparing the figurative language in *Of Mice and Men* with Steinbeck’s other
major works, such as *The Grapes of Wrath* and *East of Eden*, reveals a
consistent use of natural imagery and symbolism to explore social issues.
However, *Of Mice and Men* distinguishes itself by focusing more intimately
on individual dreams and interpersonal relationships rather than broad social
movements.

While *The Grapes of Wrath* employs expansive metaphors to critique systemic
economic oppression, *Of Mice and Men* uses more concentrated figurative
expressions to portray personal tragedy and human fragility. This focused use
of figurative language allows Steinbeck to communicate complex emotional
truths within a concise narrative framework.

Figurative Language and Thematic Reinforcement

The interplay between figurative language and theme in *Of Mice and Men* is
essential for its lasting impact. For example:

Dreams and Reality: Metaphors of fertility and abundance clash with
images of barrenness and desolation, highlighting the tension between



aspiration and circumstance.

Friendship and Loneliness: Animal similes amplify the primal need for
companionship amidst an indifferent world.

Power and Vulnerability: Personification of nature mirrors the
characters’ fluctuating control over their destinies.

This strategic use of figurative language not only embellishes the prose but
also serves as a structural device that binds the narrative’s thematic
elements cohesively.

Conclusion: The Significance of Figurative
Language in Steinbeck’s Narrative Craft

Figurative language in *Of Mice and Men* functions as a vital mechanism
through which Steinbeck conveys the complexities of human experience. The
novella’s rich metaphors, similes, and imagery do more than paint a picture;
they evoke empathy and invite critical reflection on themes of hope, despair,
and social inequality. In examining Steinbeck’s figurative techniques,
readers gain a deeper appreciation of how language shapes meaning and
emotional resonance in literary works. The enduring relevance of *Of Mice and
Men* owes much to this nuanced use of figurative language, which continues to
captivate and provoke thoughtful analysis across generations.
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  figurative language in of mice and men: OF MICE AND MEN NARAYAN CHANGDER,
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reviewers, citing the early book reviews and highlighting some of the most significant essays.
  figurative language in of mice and men: Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck John Steinbeck,
2008-06 Created by Harvard students for students everywhere, SparkNotes books contain complete
plot summaries and analyses, key facts about the featured work, analysis of the major characters,
suggested essay topics, themes, motifs, and symbols, and explanations of important quotations.
  figurative language in of mice and men: Seeing the Spectrum Robert Rozema, 2018 With 1
in 59 children being diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), odds are that students on the
spectrum will be in many classrooms across every subject area.Seeing the Spectrum argues that
secondary English teachers are uniquely equipped to prepare students with autism for future
success, both in school and in life. Writing for preservice and current English language arts
teachers, Robert Rozema offers practical, evidenced-based strategies for teaching literature,
informational texts, writing, and communication to students on the spectrum. These strategies are
appropriate for inclusive classrooms with both neurotypical students and students with autism. The
final chapter includes a complete unit plan on Of Mice and Men, illustrating how curriculum focused
on commonly taught literary works can be reimagined to accommodate the needs and draw on the
strengths of students on the spectrum. “I appreciate this book. I appreciate the gift Robert Rozema
has given me. My thinking and teaching will now be more diverse, more consciously competent,
more compassionate, and therefore more vital.” —From the Foreword by Jeffrey D. Wilhelm,
distinguished professor of English Education, Boise State University, and author of “You Gotta BE
the Book” “Seeing the Spectrum examines real young people and daily classroom interactions to
help teachers better understand the mental and emotional processing of their autistic spectrum
students and devise assignments to scaffold their success. Rozema knows what matters in English:
reading literature, developing empathy, understanding complex ideas and interpersonal
relationships, writing to express complicated ideas. The diverse tools, strategies, and ideas he
describes foster inclusiveness, compassion, and success for all students.” —Allen Webb, professor of
English, Western Michigan University
  figurative language in of mice and men: The Might and Mirth of Literature. A Treatise on
Figurative Language ... Embracing a Complete Survey ... of English and American Literature, Etc
John Walker Vilant MACBETH, 1876
  figurative language in of mice and men: Conceptual Conflicts in Metaphors and Figurative
Language Michele Prandi, 2017-07-06 This innovative volume provides a comprehensive integrated
account of the study of conceptual figures, demonstrating the ways in which figures and in
particular, conflictual figures, encapsulate linguistic expression in the fullest sense and in turn, how
insights gleaned from their study can contribute to the wider body of linguistic research. With a
specific focus on metaphor and metonymy, the book offers a unified and systematic typology of
linguistic figures, drawing on a number of different approaches, including both traditional and
emerging frameworks within cognitive linguistics as well as syntactic theory, while also providing an
exhaustive look at the unique features of a variety of conceptual figures, including metaphor,
metonymy, oxymoron, and synecdoche. In its aim of reconciling historically opposed theoretical
approaches to the study of conflictual figures while also incorporating a thorough account of its
distinctive varieties, this volume will be essential reading for researchers and scholars in cognitive
linguistics, theoretical linguistics, philosophy of language, and literary studies.
  figurative language in of mice and men: The Might and Mirth of Literature. A Treatise on
Figurative Language. In which Upwards of Six Hundred Writers are Referred to, and Two Hundred
and Twenty Figures Illustrated John Walker Vilant Macbeth, 2024-03-10 Reprint of the original, first
published in 1875.
  figurative language in of mice and men: Common Core for the Not-So-Common Learner,
Grades 6-12 Andrea Honigsfeld, Maria G. Dove, 2013-07-30 New hope for our students who struggle
most Under the best of circumstances meeting the Common Core can be a challenge. But if you’re a
teacher of academically and linguistically diverse students—and who isn’t these days—then that
“challenge” may sometimes feel more like a “fantasy.” Finally, here are two expert educators who



are brave enough, knowledgeable enough, and grounded enough to tackle this issue. Armed with
this resource’s advice, tools, and strategies, you’ll Better understand the 32 ELA anchor standards
Learn more about the specific skills “uncommon learners” need to master them Discover new
research-based teaching strategies aligned to each standard
  figurative language in of mice and men: The Might and Mirth of Literature John Walker
Vilant Macbeth, 1875
  figurative language in of mice and men: From Notepad to iPad Matthew Gillispie,
2013-11-26 This book is a one-stop-shop for secondary teachers looking to use iPads effectively in
the classroom. The author provides a clear and practical overview of how to implement the
technology, manage it, and use it successfully. Each chapter is full of tips and engaging classroom
activities. Teachers at all levels of experience and comfort with technology will benefit from the
ideas and resources in this book. Special Features: Screen shots and other visuals to help you use
the recommended apps and websites Strategies for managing technology use in the classroom
Lesson plans that effectively teach literacy and content through the use of technology Connections
to the Common Core State Standards Samples of student work using iPads Rubrics for a variety of
suggested assignments
  figurative language in of mice and men: Cognition and Figurative Language Richard P.
Honeck, Robert R. Hoffman, 2018-10-31 Originally published in 1980, this is a book about the
psychology of figurative language. It is however, eclectic and therefore should be of interest to
professionals and students in education, linguistics, philosophy, sociolinguistics, and other
concerned with meaning and cognition. The editors felt there was a pressing need to bring together
the growing empirical efforts of this topic. In a sense, recognition of the theoretical importance of
figurative language symbolized the transition from the psycholinguistics of the 1960s to that of the
late 1970s, that is from a linguistic semantics to a more comprehensive psychological semantics with
a healthy respect for context, inference, world knowledge, and above all creative imagination. The
organization of the volume reflects the more basic, general concerns with cognition – from historical
and philosophical background, through problems of mental representation and semantic theory, to
developmental trends, and to applications in problem solving.
  figurative language in of mice and men: AP English Literature and Composition Premium,
2024: 8 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice George Ehrenhaft, 2023-07-04
Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for AP English Literature and Composition
Premium, 2025: Prep Book with 8 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice, ISBN
9781506291840, on sale July 2, 2024. Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers
are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entities
included with the product.
  figurative language in of mice and men: Of Mice and Men - Literature Kit Gr. 9-12 Chad
Ibbotson, 2016-10-20 Learn about life during the Great Depression while learning about friendship,
survival and prejudice. Our versatile resource allows large group interaction or independent work as
an assessment. Become familiar with tricky words from the novel prior to reading by using them in a
sentence. We include examples from the text that show characters exploiting the weaknesses of
others. Draw a picture of George's ideal piece of land as he describes it to Lennie and Candy.
Imagine the story taking place today, and rewrite the beginning to reflect this change. List the
essential themes of the novel on a bindle organizer. Aligned to your State Standards and written to
Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included. About the Novel: Of Mice and Men is the controversial novella by John Steinbeck that
follows two migrant workers as they look for work during the Great Depression. Located in
California, ranch workers George Milton and Lennie Small move on to look for work. George is lean
and intelligent, while Lennie is large and strong. The pair share a dream of one day owning their
own land. Lennie's part of the dream is to be able to touch soft rabbits, as he likes to touch soft
things. George and Lennie find themselves on a ranch with Candy, an old-aged ranch hand and Slim.
Candy offers to give $350 for George and Lennie to buy their land if Candy can live with them.



Unfortunate events at the ranch make sure that dream never takes place.
  figurative language in of mice and men: AP English Literature and Composition Premium,
2022-2023: 8 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice George Ehrenhaft,
2022-02-01 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP
English Literature and Composition Premium: 2022-2023 includes in-depth content review and
online practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced
Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your
understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips,
strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident
on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 8 full-length practice tests--5 in the book, including
a diagnostic test to target your studying, and 3 more online Strengthen your knowledge with
in-depth review covering all Units on the AP English Literature and Composition Exam Reinforce
your learning with practice questions at the end of each chapter Online Practice Continue your
practice with 3 full-length practice tests on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam
experience with a timed test option Deepen your understanding with detailed answer explanations
and expert advice Gain confidence with scoring to check your learning progress
  figurative language in of mice and men: Bloom's How to Write about John Steinbeck
Catherine J. Kordich, 2009 Bloom's How to Write about John Steinbeck offers valuable paper-topic
suggestions, clearly outlined strategies on how to write a strong essay, and an insightful
introduction by Harold Bloom on writing about Steinbeck.
  figurative language in of mice and men: Educated SparkNotes Literature Guide
SparkNotes, 2022-01-25 Simplify studying with this portable literature guide, filled with resources to
help you thrive in English class! Educated, a memoir written by Tara Westover, follows the author’s
break from her survivalist family to pursue education and knowledge. This literature guide includes
a complete plot summary and analysis; key themes, motifs, and symbols; explanation of important
quotes; suggested essay topics; and a review quiz. Complete Plot Summary and Analysis Key Facts
About the Work Analysis of Major Characters Themes, Motifs, and Symbols Explanation of Important
Quotations Author’s Historical Context Suggested Essay Topics 25-Question Review Quiz
  figurative language in of mice and men: The Count of Monte Cristo SparkNotes Literature
Guide SparkNotes, Alexandre Dumas, 2014-04-09 SparkNotes Literature Guides: Making the
reading experience fun! When a paper is due, and dreaded exams loom, heres the lit-crit help
students need to succeed! SparkNotes Literature Guides make studying smarter, better, and faster.
They provide chapter-by-chapter analysis; explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols; a review
quiz; and essay topics. Lively and accessible, SparkNotes is perfect for late-night studying and paper
writing. Includes: An A+ Essay—an actual literary essay written about the Spark-ed book—to show
students how a paper should be written. 16 pages devoted to writing a literary essay including: a
glossary of literary terms Step-by-step tutoring on how to write a literary essay A feature on how not
to plagiarize
  figurative language in of mice and men: The Devil in the White City SparkNotes
Literature Guide SparkNotes, 2022-01-25 Created by Harvard students for students everywhere,
SparkNotes give you just what you need to succeed in school: Complete Plot Summary and Analysis
Key Facts About the Work Analysis of Major Characters Themes, Motifs, and Symbols Explanation of
Important Quotations Author’s Historical Context Suggested Essay Topics 25-Question Review Quiz
The Devil in the White City features explanations of key themes, motifs, and symbols including:
motivation; pride; fire; the color blue; sickness; dark and light. It also includes detailed analysis of
these important characters: Daniel H. Burnham; H.H. Holmes; Frederick Law Olmsted.
  figurative language in of mice and men: Less is More Kimberly Campbell, 2007 Less Is
More is full of powerful ideas for teaching with short, provocative text. This book broadens and
extends our available teaching tools and materials, and can help engage all students. It is a valuable
resource for language arts teachers. --Cris Tovani Language arts teachers want all of their students
to love literature and embrace the novels they assign. The classroom reality is that many students



are not ready or motivated to immerse themselves in an entire novel. In order to reach and engage
all students, teachers need to look beyond novels alone and embrace a richer variety of literature. In
Less Is More Kimberly Hill Campbell draws on research as well as her own classroom experiences to
show how short texts engage a wide range of middle and high school students. She shares her
discovery of the power of short texts to support her students' skills as readers, writers, and students
of literature. Kimberly shows how short texts can be integrated into the curriculum, without
sacrificing required novels. Chapters examine different genres of short text, such as short stories,
essays, memoir, and graphic novels. Each chapter provides reading, writing, and response strategies
as well as a broad selection of short text resources that have proven effective with a wide range of
students.
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