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Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception: Exploring a Timeless Resource

encyclopedia of the bible and its reception is a fascinating subject that
invites us to delve into one of the most comprehensive reference works
dedicated to understanding the Bible, its texts, interpretations, historical
context, and the myriad ways it has been received throughout history. The
Bible, as a foundational text for billions around the world, has inspired
countless studies, commentaries, and scholarly works. Among these,
encyclopedias dedicated to the Bible offer an invaluable resource for
students, theologians, historians, and curious readers alike, providing
structured, accessible, and well-researched insights into biblical literature
and its profound impact on culture, religion, and society.

What Is the Encyclopedia of the Bible?

The term "encyclopedia of the Bible" generally refers to a specialized
compendium that gathers extensive scholarly information about biblical texts,
characters, themes, doctrines, archaeological findings, and theological
interpretations. Unlike a simple dictionary or glossary, an encyclopedia of
the Bible presents articles that are often in-depth, authored by experts in
biblical studies, theology, history, and related disciplines.

These encyclopedias aim to synthesize centuries of biblical scholarship,
offering readers explanations of complex biblical concepts, historical
background on the Old and New Testaments, discussions on translation issues,
and explorations of biblical influence on art, literature, and law.

Key Features of a Bible Encyclopedia

An encyclopedia of the Bible typically includes:

Comprehensive entries: Covering everything from major biblical figures
like Moses and Jesus to lesser-known prophets and places.

Thematic articles: Addressing topics such as covenant, prophecy,
messianic expectations, or ritual practices.

Historical context: Providing insights into the social, political, and
cultural environments of biblical times.



Cross-references: Linking related topics for a cohesive understanding of
interconnected biblical themes.

Bibliographies: Guiding readers to further reading and scholarly
sources.

These features make such encyclopedias indispensable tools for deepening
one’s knowledge of the Bible beyond surface-level reading.

The Reception of the Encyclopedia of the Bible

The reception of the encyclopedia of the Bible has been shaped by both
academic circles and religious communities. It serves diverse audiences, from
scholars analyzing textual criticism to lay readers seeking trustworthy
information about biblical narratives.

Academic Reception

In academic settings, the encyclopedia of the Bible is often regarded as an
authoritative reference that helps clarify debates on biblical
interpretation, textual variants, and historical authenticity. Professors and
students use it to support research papers, lectures, and theological
discussions. Its interdisciplinary approach, incorporating archaeology,
linguistics, and cultural studies, enriches biblical scholarship.

Moreover, because many encyclopedias undergo rigorous peer review and involve
contributions from internationally recognized experts, their credibility is
highly valued in scholarly discourse. This has led to their widespread
adoption in seminaries, universities, and theological institutions worldwide.

Religious and Cultural Impact

Beyond academia, the encyclopedia of the Bible has influenced how religious
communities engage with scripture. Pastors, educators, and laypersons
appreciate the encyclopedic format for making complex biblical themes
accessible and relevant to contemporary faith practice. By presenting
historical and cultural contexts, these works help readers appreciate the
Bible’s richness and nuance, fostering deeper spiritual reflection.

The encyclopedia also plays a role in interfaith dialogue by providing
impartial, well-researched information that can bridge understanding among
different religious traditions. Its reception highlights the continued
relevance of biblical studies in modern religious life and cultural



conversations.

Evolution and Editions of Bible Encyclopedias

The history of Bible encyclopedias traces back to early efforts to catalog
biblical knowledge. Initially, biblical dictionaries and commentaries
dominated the field, but as scholarship grew more specialized, encyclopedias
emerged as comprehensive resources.

Notable Bible Encyclopedias Through Time

The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (ISBE): First published in
the early 20th century, it set a benchmark for scholarly biblical
reference works, extensively covering biblical languages, archaeology,
and theology.

The Anchor Bible Dictionary (ABD): Published in the late 20th century,
this multi-volume work brought together leading scholars to offer
detailed articles on biblical topics, blending critical scholarship with
readability.

The New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible (NIDB): Known for its
ecumenical approach and up-to-date scholarship, this encyclopedia
reflects contemporary theological perspectives and archaeological
discoveries.

Each new edition and publication reflects advances in biblical research,
archaeological findings, and evolving interpretative frameworks, ensuring
that readers receive current and reliable insights.

Why Consult an Encyclopedia of the Bible?

With a sea of information available online and in print, one might wonder why
a dedicated encyclopedia of the Bible remains so valuable. Here are some
reasons:

Reliable and Scholarly Information

Unlike general internet searches, encyclopedias are curated by experts,
minimizing misinformation and biased interpretations. This reliability is



crucial for anyone serious about understanding biblical texts in their
authentic context.

Contextual Understanding

The Bible is not just a book but a collection of writings produced over
centuries within diverse cultures. Encyclopedias help readers grasp
historical backgrounds, linguistic nuances, and the evolution of religious
thought that shape biblical narratives.

Interdisciplinary Perspectives

Bible encyclopedias often incorporate insights from archaeology,
anthropology, religious studies, and history, offering a well-rounded view
that enriches biblical literacy.

User-Friendly Organization

Topics are alphabetized or thematically grouped, enabling readers to quickly
locate information on specific people, places, or concepts without wading
through dense theological treatises.

Tips for Using an Encyclopedia of the Bible
Effectively

To get the most from a Bible encyclopedia, consider these pointers:

Start with broad topics: If you’re new to biblical studies, begin with
general articles before diving into specialized entries.

Use cross-references: Follow related articles to build a comprehensive
understanding of interconnected themes.

Check bibliographies: Use the recommended readings to explore topics in
more depth.

Compare editions: Newer versions may offer updated research, so consult
the latest edition when possible.

Combine with other resources: Pair encyclopedia research with
commentaries, biblical texts, and historical studies for a richer



perspective.

The Digital Age and Online Bible Encyclopedias

The digital revolution has transformed how people access biblical
scholarship. Many traditional encyclopedias now have online editions or
digital platforms offering searchable databases, multimedia content, and
interactive features.

Online Bible encyclopedias provide several advantages:

Instant searchability: Quickly find articles, verses, and cross-
references.

Regular updates: Incorporate the latest research and discoveries.

Accessibility: Reach a global audience, including those who might not
have access to physical copies.

Integration with other tools: Link to biblical texts, lexicons, and
commentaries seamlessly.

However, users should still ensure that online sources are reputable and
scholarly to avoid misinformation.

Exploring the Broader Impact of Bible
Encyclopedias

The influence of encyclopedia of the Bible and its reception extends beyond
individual study. These reference works contribute to broader cultural
literacy, informing art, literature, ethics, and even political discourse.

By explaining biblical imagery and narratives, encyclopedias help readers
recognize references in classic and contemporary works, enriching
appreciation of literature and media. They also provide frameworks for
ethical discussions rooted in biblical principles, influencing social and
moral debates.

Furthermore, Bible encyclopedias assist translators, educators, and
interfaith leaders in conveying biblical messages with clarity and respect
for diverse audiences. Their ongoing reception underscores the Bible’s
enduring role in shaping human thought and civilization.



In essence, exploring the encyclopedia of the Bible and its reception reveals
a dynamic interplay between ancient scripture and modern inquiry—a testament
to humanity’s quest for meaning across time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its
Reception' (EBR)?
The 'Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception' (EBR) is a comprehensive
scholarly reference work that explores the Bible's texts, history,
interpretation, and its impact on culture, literature, and society throughout
history.

Who publishes the Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its
Reception?
The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception is published by De Gruyter, a
well-known academic publishing house specializing in humanities and social
sciences.

What makes the EBR different from other biblical
encyclopedias?
The EBR distinguishes itself by focusing not only on the biblical texts
themselves but also extensively on the reception history—how the Bible has
been interpreted, used, and influenced various fields such as art,
literature, theology, and politics across different cultures and time
periods.

How many volumes does the Encyclopedia of the Bible
and Its Reception contain?
As of recent updates, the Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception is
planned to be published in multiple volumes, with over 10 volumes covering a
wide range of topics related to the Bible and its reception history.

Who are the primary contributors to the Encyclopedia
of the Bible and Its Reception?
The EBR features contributions from leading international scholars in
biblical studies, theology, history, art history, literature, and related
disciplines, ensuring a multidisciplinary and authoritative perspective.



Is the Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception
available online?
Yes, the Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception is available in both
print and online formats, with the online version providing searchable access
to articles and updates.

What topics are covered in the EBR?
The EBR covers a wide array of topics including biblical texts, historical
contexts, theological interpretations, artistic representations, literary
influences, and the Bible's role in various cultures and religious traditions
over time.

How is the reception history approach important in
biblical studies?
Reception history examines how biblical texts have been understood, adapted,
and employed throughout history, offering insights into the dynamic influence
of the Bible beyond its original context, thus enriching biblical scholarship
and cultural studies.

Can the Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception
be used for interdisciplinary research?
Absolutely. Due to its focus on reception across different fields such as
theology, literature, art, and history, the EBR is a valuable resource for
interdisciplinary research involving religious studies, cultural studies, and
humanities.

Additional Resources
Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception: A Scholarly Overview

encyclopedia of the bible and its reception represents a critical
intersection of biblical scholarship, historical inquiry, and cultural
studies. As academic resources that compile extensive knowledge about the
Bible, its texts, interpretations, historical contexts, and influences,
encyclopedias dedicated to the Bible serve as foundational tools for
theologians, historians, students, and lay readers alike. Their reception
over time not only reflects changing scholarly paradigms but also illustrates
shifting societal attitudes toward biblical literature and its role in
culture.

The concept of an encyclopedia of the Bible extends beyond a mere dictionary
or glossary; it embodies a comprehensive repository of articles,
commentaries, archaeological findings, linguistic analyses, and theological



debates. These encyclopedias aim to provide authoritative, balanced, and
accessible entries on a vast array of topics related to the Bible, including
its books, characters, doctrines, historical settings, and interpretive
traditions. Understanding the reception of these encyclopedias sheds light on
how biblical scholarship is consumed, critiqued, and integrated into wider
academic and religious discourses.

The Evolution and Scope of Biblical
Encyclopedias

The encyclopedia of the Bible has evolved considerably since the 19th century
when scholarly attention to biblical texts became more critical and
methodologically rigorous. Early works often reflected confessional biases
and limited archaeological data. Contemporary encyclopedias, by contrast,
strive for scholarly objectivity, incorporating advances in biblical
archaeology, linguistics, and comparative religious studies.

One prominent example is the "Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception"
(EBR), a multi-volume German publication that stands as a monumental
achievement in biblical studies. It comprehensively covers biblical texts and
their reception from antiquity to modern times, emphasizing how the Bible has
influenced literature, art, music, and societal values globally. The EBR’s
interdisciplinary approach distinguishes it from earlier, more narrowly
focused biblical reference works.

Core Features and Characteristics

An encyclopedia of the Bible typically includes:

Textual Analysis: Detailed examinations of biblical books, including
their origins, authorship debates, and manuscript traditions.

Historical Contexts: Exploration of the cultural, political, and
religious environments in which the biblical texts emerged.

Theological Themes: Discussion of key doctrines and interpretive
frameworks across different religious traditions.

Reception History: Investigations into how biblical texts have been
interpreted, adapted, and utilized over centuries in various contexts.

Archaeological Insights: Incorporation of findings that illuminate the
historical realities behind the biblical narratives.



These features cater to a broad readership, from academic scholars to
informed laypersons, enhancing the accessibility and depth of biblical
knowledge.

Reception and Impact in Academic and Religious
Circles

The reception of biblical encyclopedias reveals a complex dialogue between
tradition and innovation. Scholars appreciate these works for their
meticulous scholarship, interdisciplinary breadth, and critical engagement
with contentious issues. The encyclopedias facilitate cross-disciplinary
research by integrating archaeology, history, linguistics, and theology, thus
enabling a holistic understanding of biblical phenomena.

Religious communities’ reception varies according to doctrinal stances and
openness to critical methodologies. Conservative audiences may approach such
encyclopedias cautiously, concerned about secular or critical interpretations
that challenge traditional readings. Conversely, progressive theologians and
ecumenical scholars often embrace these resources for their comprehensive and
nuanced perspectives.

Comparative Reception of Leading Encyclopedias

When compared to earlier reference works such as the "International Standard
Bible Encyclopedia" (ISBE) or the "Anchor Bible Dictionary," the EBR features
a more global and diachronic approach to reception history. While ISBE and
the Anchor Bible Dictionary focus primarily on historical-critical
scholarship and textual exegesis, the EBR extends its scope to cultural
receptions, including art, literature, and media.

This broader approach has garnered praise for contextualizing the Bible as a
living text with ongoing influence, though it also invites critique from
those who argue that such scope may dilute focus on textual precision.
Nonetheless, the diversity of perspectives enriches scholarly discourse and
encourages interdisciplinary collaboration.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite their scholarly acclaim, encyclopedias of the Bible face several
challenges:

Scope Versus Depth: Balancing comprehensive coverage with detailed
analysis is a persistent issue. Some entries may sacrifice depth for



breadth, leaving readers seeking more specialized information.

Bias and Objectivity: Maintaining neutrality is difficult given the
theological sensitivities surrounding biblical texts. Editorial choices
can reflect cultural or ideological biases.

Accessibility: High academic standards sometimes render these
encyclopedias less accessible to non-specialists, potentially limiting
their broader educational impact.

Digital Transformation: As scholarship increasingly moves online, print
encyclopedias must adapt or risk obsolescence. Digital platforms offer
dynamic updating and multimedia integration but require significant
resources.

These issues underscore the ongoing tension between tradition and innovation
in biblical scholarship resources.

Technological Integration and Future Directions

The digital age presents both opportunities and challenges for the
encyclopedia of the Bible and its reception. Online databases and digital
libraries allow for real-time updates, interactive content, and enhanced
searchability. Projects that digitize biblical encyclopedias increase
accessibility and foster global collaboration.

Moreover, integration with artificial intelligence and semantic web
technologies promises to revolutionize how biblical knowledge is organized
and retrieved. These innovations could enable personalized research
experiences and more nuanced cross-referencing between biblical texts and
their cultural receptions.

However, digital transformation requires careful curation to maintain
scholarly integrity while embracing new modes of knowledge dissemination.

The encyclopedia of the Bible and its reception thus continues to be a vital
field within biblical studies, bridging ancient texts and modern interpretive
frameworks. Its evolving nature reflects broader trends in scholarship,
technology, and culture, ensuring that the Bible remains a dynamic subject of
inquiry and influence across disciplines and communities.

Encyclopedia Of The Bible And Its Reception

  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Genocide-Hamutal Hans-Josef Klauck,
2015-03-13 The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception (EBR) pursues a twofold task. Firstly, it

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-200/encyclopedia-of-the-bible-and-its-reception.pdf


comprehensively renders the current state of knowledge on the origins and development of the Bible
according to its different canonic forms in Judaism and Christianity. Secondly, it documents the
history of the Bible's reception, not only in the Christian churches and the Jewish Diaspora, but also
in literature, art, music, and film, as well as Islam and other religious traditions and current
religious movements.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception:
Dress-Essene Gate Hans-Josef Klauck, Volker Leppin, Choon Leong Seow, Hermann Spieckermann,
Barry Walfish, Eric Ziolkowski, 2009 The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception (EBR) pursues
a twofold task. Firstly, it comprehensively renders the current state of knowledge on the origins and
development of the Bible according to its different canonic forms in Judaism and Christianity.
Secondly, it documents the history of the Bible's reception, not only in the Christian churches and
the Jewish Diaspora, but also in literature, art, music, and film, as well as Islam and other religious
traditions and current religious movements.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception
Hans-Josef Klauck, 2011
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception:
Dabbesheth-Dreams and dream interpretation Hans-Josef Klauck, Dale C. Allison, Volker
Leppin, Choon Leong Seow, Hermann Spieckermann, 2013 EBR offers a comprehensive and in-depth
rendering of the current state of knowledge on the origins and development of the Bible according
to its different canonic forms in Judaism and Christianity. At the same time, EBR also documents the
history of the Bible's reception in Judaism and Christianity as evident in exegetical literature,
theological and philosophical writings of various genres, literature, liturgy, music, the visual arts,
dance, and film, as well as in Islam and other religious traditions and contemporary
movements.--Publisher's website.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception
Christine Helmer, Steven L. McKenzie, Thomas C. Römer, 2019 EBR offers a comprehensive and
in-depth rendering of the current state of knowledge on the origins and development of the Bible
according to its different canonic forms in Judaism and Christianity. At the same time, EBR also
documents the history of the Bible's reception in Judaism and Christianity as evident in exegetical
literature, theological and philosophical writings of various genres, literature, liturgy, music, the
visual arts, dance, and film, as well as in Islam and other religious traditions and contemporary
movements.--Site web de l'éd.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception
Hans-Josef Klauck, Steven L. McKenzie, Thomas Römer, 2017 The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its
Reception (EBR) pursues a twofold task. Firstly, it comprehensively renders the current state of
knowledge on the origins and development of the Bible according to its different canonic forms in
Judaism and Christianity. Secondly, it documents the history of the Bible's reception, not only in the
Christian churches and the Jewish Diaspora, but also in literature, art, music, and film, as well as
Islam and other religious traditions and current religious movements.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: EBR , 2009 The Encyclopedia of the Bible and
Its Reception (EBR) Online offers a comprehensive and in-depth rendering of the current state of
knowledge on the origins and development of the Bible according to its different canonic forms in
Judaism and Christianity. At the same time, EBR also documents the history of the Bible's reception
in the Christian churches and the Jewish Diaspora; in literature, art, music, and film; in Islam, as
well as in other religious traditions and current religious movements, Western and non-Western
alike.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception:
Halah-Hizquni Hans-Josef Klauck, Dale C. Allison (Jr.), Volker Leppin, Choon-Leong Seow, Hermann
Spieckermann, Barry Walfish, Constance M. Furey, Eric Ziolkowski, Christine Helmer, Jens
Schröter, Thomas Römer, Steven L. McKenzie, 2009 EBR offers a comprehensive and in-depth
rendering of the current state of knowledge on the origins and development of the Bible according



to its different canonic forms in Judaism and Christianity. At the same time, EBR also documents the
history of the Bible's reception in Judaism and Christianity as evident in exegetical literature,
theological and philosophical writings of various genres, literature, liturgy, music, the visual arts,
dance, and film, as well as in Islam and other religious traditions and contemporary
movements.--Publisher's website.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception:
Integrity-Jesuit Order Hans-Josef Klauck, Dale C. Allison (Jr.), Volker Leppin, Choon-Leong Seow,
Hermann Spieckermann, Barry Walfish, Eric Ziolkowski, Christine Helmer, 2009 EBR offers a
comprehensive and in-depth rendering of the current state of knowledge on the origins and
development of the Bible according to its different canonic forms in Judaism and Christianity. At the
same time, EBR also documents the history of the Bible's reception in Judaism and Christianity as
evident in exegetical literature, theological and philosophical writings of various genres, literature,
liturgy, music, the visual arts, dance, and film, as well as in Islam and other religious traditions and
contemporary movements.--Publisher's website.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception:
Integrity-Jesuit Order Hans-Josef Klauck, Dale C. Allison (Jr.), Volker Leppin, Choon-Leong Seow,
Christine Helmer, Hermann Spieckermann, Barry Walfish, Constance M. Furey, Steven L. McKenzie,
Eric Ziolkowski, Thomas Römer, 2009 EBR offers a comprehensive and in-depth rendering of the
current state of knowledge on the origins and development of the Bible according to its different
canonic forms in Judaism and Christianity. At the same time, EBR also documents the history of the
Bible's reception in Judaism and Christianity as evident in exegetical literature, theological and
philosophical writings of various genres, literature, liturgy, music, the visual arts, dance, and film, as
well as in Islam and other religious traditions and contemporary movements.--
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception:
Kalam-Lectio Divina Hans-Josef Klauck, Dale C. Allison (Jr.), Volker Leppin, Choon-Leong Seow,
Hermann Spieckermann, Barry Walfish, Eric Ziolkowski, Christine Helmer, Steven L. McKenzie,
Thomas Römer, Constance M. Furey, 2009 EBR offers a comprehensive and in-depth rendering of
the current state of knowledge on the origins and development of the Bible according to its different
canonic forms in Judaism and Christianity. At the same time, EBR also documents the history of the
Bible's reception in Judaism and Christianity as evident in exegetical literature, theological and
philosophical writings of various genres, literature, liturgy, music, the visual arts, dance, and film, as
well as in Islam and other religious traditions and contemporary movements.--
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Jewish Jesus Research and its Challenge to
Christology Today Walter Homolka, 2016-10-05 Historical Jesus research, Jewish or Christian, is
marked by the search for origins and authenticity. The various Quests for the Historical Jesus
contributed to a crisis of identity within Western Christianity. The result was a move “back to the
Jewish roots!” For Jewish scholars it was a means to position Jewry within a dominantly Christian
culture. As a consequence, Jews now feel more at ease to relate to Jesus as a Jew. For Walter
Homolka the Christian challenge now is to formulate a new Christology: between a Christian
exclusivism that denies the universality of God, and a pluralism that endangers the specificity of the
Christian understanding of God and the uniqueness of religious traditions, including that of
Christianity.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Introduction to Biblical Interpretation William
W. Klein, Craig L. Blomberg, Robert L. Hubbard, Jr., 2017-03-28 Introduction to Biblical
Interpretation, now in its third edition, is a classic hermeneutics textbook that sets forth concise,
logical, and practical guidelines for discovering the truth in God’s Word. With updates and revisions
throughout that keep pace with current scholarship, this book offers students the best and most
up-to-date information needed to interpret Scripture. Introduction to Biblical Interpretation: Defines
and describes hermeneutics, the science of biblical interpretation Suggests effective methods to
understand the meaning of the biblical text Surveys the literary, cultural, social, and historical issues
that impact any text Evaluates both traditional and modern approaches to Bible interpretation



Examines the reader’s role as an interpreter of the text and helps identify what the reader brings to
the text that could distort its message Tackles the problem of how to apply the Bible in valid and
significant ways today Provides an extensive and revised annotated list of books that readers will
find helpful in the practice of biblical interpretation Used in college and seminary classrooms around
the world, this volume is a trusted and valuable tool for students and other readers who desire to
understand and apply the Bible.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Understanding Texts in Early Judaism József
Zsengellér, 2022-03-07 This volume remembers Géza Xeravits, a well known scholar of
deuterocanonical and Qumran literature. The volume is divided into four sections according to his
scholarly work and interest. Contributions in the first part deal with Old Testament and related
issues (Thomas Hiecke, Stefan Beyerle, and Matthew Goff). The second section is about the Dead
Sea Scrolls (John J, Collins, John Kampen, Peter Porzig, Eibert Tigchelaar, Balázs Tamási and Réka
Esztári). The largest part is the forth on deuterocanonica (Beate Ego, Lucas Brum Teixeira, Fancis
Macatangay, Tobias Nicklas, Maria Brutti, Calduch-Benages Nuria, Pancratius Beentjes, Benjamin
Wright, Otto Mulder, Angelo Passaro, Friedrich Reiterer, Severino Bussino, Jeremy Corley and
JiSeong Kwong). The third section deals with cognate literature (József Zsengellér and Karin
Schöpflin). The last section about the Ancient Synagogue has the paper of Anders Kloostergaard
Petersen. Some hot topics are discussed, for example the Two spirits in Qumran, the cathegorization
of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the authorship and antropology of Ben Sira, and the angelology of Vitae
Prophetarum.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Nordic Interpretations of the New
Testament Louise Heklgaard Bylund, René Falkenberg, Marianne Bjelland Kartzow, Kasper Bro
Larsen, 2020-09-07 This volume brings together contributions from the ongoing conversation among
New Testament scholars from the Nordic Countries, namely Denmark, Iceland, Finland, Norway,
and Sweden. The aim is to challenge the New Testament texts and their interpretations but also to
be challenged by these texts and interpretation, i.e., how to read, interpret and contextualize the
impact of these texts, and how to conceptualize the power and authority attributed to them. As
neighbours in peripheral Europe, partly sharing language and history, scholars of this region also
aim to participatie in the broader international discourse. The fact that their common academic
language is English begs the question whether many of the current essays could have been written
in different settings, since they do not explicitly reflect on contextual issues. Or is this the case?
What characterizes that part of the world are social democracies with relatively high standards of
living, a strong protestant past but an increasing multicultural population, public welfare systems,
and gender equality. Public universities still have money and can prioritize mobility and
internationalisation; accordingly, although few people live in the Nordic countries relatively many
biblical scholars have roots there.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: The Hasmoneans and Their Neighbors Kenneth
Atkinson, 2018-10-04 Kenneth Atkinson adds to an already impressive body of work on the
Hasmoneans, proposing that the history and theological beliefs of Jews during the period of the
Hasmonean state cannot be understood without a close investigation of the histories of the
Ptolemaic and Seleucid Empires, as well as the Roman Republic. Citing evidence from the Dead Sea
Scrolls and classical sources, Atkinson offers a new reconstruction of this vital historical period,
when the Hasmonean family changed the fates of their neighbors, the Roman Republic, the religion
of Judaism, and created the foundation for the development of the nascent Christian faith. Atkinson
additionally provides reconstructions of events in classical history, including the most detailed
examination of Pompey the Great's assassination in light of Jewish sources; by focusing on his death,
this volume uncovers new information that explains the discrepancies in the classical accounts of
this pivotal event that shaped Middle Eastern and Roman history, and which helped end the
Republic. Collecting sources ranging from the beginning of the Hasmonean monarchy, through its
religious strife and golden age, to its eventual downfall, Atkinson concludes that that Jewish
sectarianism and messianism played far greater roles in the Hasmonean state than has previously be



assumed.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: The Heart of Biblical Theology Mark W. Elliott,
2016-03-09 Providing a model of how to 'do' biblical theology, this book also explores important
emerging trends over the last five years including: reception-history as a means to grasping the
theology of the bible; theological interpretation as a new form of lectio divina (meditative reading);
the place of Jewish interpretation in forming a biblical theology; and the ever-present problem of
losing Old Testament theology in New Testament theology. The second half of the book discusses the
theme of Providence, as found in both Testaments, with insights gained from the history of biblical
interpretation and from major attempts at working out a theology of Providence. Elliott focuses on
Providence as it has been perceived rather than the themes of God's goodness and powerfulness in
themselves.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: Lamentations Through the Centuries Paul
M. Joyce, Diana Lipton, 2020-06-22 I thoroughly enjoyed this book. It is informative,
thought-provoking, and despite being a commentary holds the reader's attention. It made me
appreciate Lamentations in a new way. To be recommended. The Swedish Exegetical Yearbook
2014, 1 October 2014 One of the shortest books in the Bible, Lamentations exercises a
disproportionately powerful cultural influence. As an unflinching account of the devastation wreaked
by war, it has been called upon again and again by Jews, Christians, and others in their responses to
catastrophes as varied as the destruction of the Jerusalem temple, the Great Fire of London, the
Holocaust and 9/11. Covering two-and-a-half millennia of liturgy and literature, theology and
psychology, art, music and film, this volume explores the astonishing variety of cultural and religious
responses to Lamentations, taking in the New Testament and the Dead Sea Scrolls, Yehudah Halevy,
John Calvin, and Thomas Tallis, as well as the startling interpretations of Marc Chagall, Cynthia
Ozick, Alice Miller, and Zimbabwean junk sculpture. Viewed through this kaleidoscope of sources,
the ancient biblical text acquires a vital and resonant new life. Lamentations Through the Centuries
is published within the Wiley Blackwell Bible Commentaries series. Further information about this
innovative reception history series is available at www.bbibcomm.info.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: The Oxford Handbook of the Bible and American
Popular Culture Dan W. Clanton (Jr.), Terry R. Clark, 2020 The study of the reciprocal relationship
between the Bible and popular culture has blossomed in the past few decades, and the time seems
ripe for a broadly-conceived work that assesses the current state of the field, offers examples of
work in that field, and suggests future directions for further study. This Handbook includes a wide
range of topics organized under several broad themes, including biblical characters (such as Adam,
Eve, David and Jesus) and themes (like Creation, Hell, and Apocalyptic) in popular culture; the Bible
in popular cultural genres (for example, film, comics, and Jazz); and lived examples (such as
museums and theme parks). The Handbook concludes with a section taking stock of methodologies
and the impact of the field on teaching and publishing. The Oxford Handbook of the Bible and
American Popular Culture represents a major contribution to the field by some of its leading
practitioners, and will be a key resource for the future development of the study of both the Bible
and its role in American popular culture.
  encyclopedia of the bible and its reception: T&T Clark Companion to the Bible and Film
Richard Walsh, 2018-06-28 The first decades of the twenty-first century saw a resurgence of the
biblical epic film, such as Noah and Exodus: Gods and Kings, which was in turn accompanied by a
growth of biblical film criticism. This companion surveys that field of study by framing it in light of
significant and recent biblical films as well as the voices of key biblical film critics. Non-Hollywood
and seemingly “non-biblical” films also come under investigation. The contributors concentrate on
three points: “context”, focusing on the 'Bible in' specific film genres and cultural situations;
“theory”, applying theory from both religion and film studies, with an eye to their possible
intersections; and “recent and significant texts”, reflecting on which texts and themes have been
most important in 'biblical film' and which are currently at the fore. Exploring cinema across the
globe, and accompanied by extended introductory essays for each of the three sections, this



companion is an important resource for scholars in both film and biblical reception.
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