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Double Wide Mobile Home Blocking Diagram: A Detailed Guide for Proper Support

double wide mobile home blocking diagram is essential for anyone looking to set up or inspect a double wide
manufactured home. Whether you’re a homeowner, contractor, or inspector, understanding how to properly
block a double wide mobile home ensures its stability, safety, and longevity. Blocking supports the home by
distributing its weight evenly and preventing settling or shifting, which can cause structural issues over time.
In this article, we’ll dive into the details of a double wide mobile home blocking diagram, explore the best
practices, and explain why correct blocking is crucial.

What Is a Double Wide Mobile Home Blocking Diagram?

Simply put, a double wide mobile home blocking diagram is a visual representation that shows how to position
and install blocks under a double wide manufactured home for proper support. Unlike single wides, double wides
are larger and heavier, requiring a more complex and precise blocking layout. The diagram illustrates where to
place concrete blocks, piers, or other support materials beneath the steel frame and floor joists to maintain
the home’s structural integrity.

This diagram serves as a blueprint for installers and inspectors, ensuring that the mobile home remains level and
well-supported across its entire footprint. It also helps prevent damage from shifting soil, wind, or other
environmental factors.

Why Proper Blocking Matters for Double Wide Mobile Homes

Blocking is not just about propping up a home; it’s a critical component of the foundation system. Here’s why
getting your double wide mobile home blocking right is so important:

- **Prevents Structural Damage:** Uneven or insufficient blocking can cause sagging, warping, or cracking in
walls, floors, and ceilings.
- **Maintains Levelness:** Proper blocking keeps the home level, which is vital for doors and windows to
operate correctly and appliances to function efficiently.
- **Protects Against Settling:** Soil conditions vary, and without adequate support, parts of the home
might settle, creating uneven floors or gaps.
- **Improves Safety:** A well-blocked home withstands wind loads and seismic activity better, reducing the
risk of accidents or damage.
- **Extends Longevity:** Proper foundation support reduces wear and tear, helping your manufactured home
last longer with fewer repairs.

Common Blocking Materials for Double Wide Mobile Homes

When reviewing a double wide mobile home blocking diagram, you’ll notice various materials recommended for
support. Common options include:

- **Concrete Blocks:** These are the most popular due to their strength and durability. They come in
standard sizes that fit well under steel beams.
- **Piers:** Often made of poured concrete or concrete-filled steel tubes, piers provide vertical support and
are anchored into the ground.
- **Steel Jack Stands:** Adjustable steel supports are sometimes used during setup or for leveling
adjustments.
- **Pressure-Treated Wood:** Occasionally used as shims or temporary blocking but less ideal for long-term



support due to potential rot.

Reading a Double Wide Mobile Home Blocking Diagram

Understanding a blocking diagram requires familiarity with several key components of the home’s
understructure and foundation system.

Key Elements to Look For

- **Beam Placement:** The steel beams running under the home’s length are the primary load-bearing elements.
The diagram shows where blocks or piers should be placed under these beams.
- **Block Spacing:** Proper spacing between blocks is critical. Too far apart can cause sagging; too close
might be unnecessary or expensive.
- **Support Under Floor Joists:** Some diagrams include secondary blocking under floor joists to prevent
bounce or flexing.
- **Anchoring Points:** Locations where tie-downs or anchors attach to prevent wind uplift.
- **Skirting Consideration:** While not part of the blocking itself, the diagram may indicate where skirting
materials should be installed relative to the blocks.

How to Interpret the Symbols and Measurements

Blocking diagrams often use symbols to represent different types of blocks or piers, along with measurements
indicating distances between them. Look for:

- **Rectangles or Squares:** Typically indicate concrete blocks.
- **Circles or Triangles:** May represent piers or jacks.
- **Dimension Lines:** Show the spacing, usually in feet or inches, between blocks.
- **Labels or Notes:** Provide instructions on block height, soil preparation, or anchoring details.

Take time to cross-reference the diagram with your home’s floor plan and foundation manual to fully grasp
the layout.

Steps to Properly Block a Double Wide Mobile Home

If you’re planning to install or inspect the blocking setup, here’s a streamlined process that aligns with most
double wide mobile home blocking diagrams.

Step 1: Site Preparation

Before placing any blocks, ensure the site is level and compacted. Remove debris, vegetation, and rocks that
could interfere with the foundation. Some installers recommend a gravel pad beneath the blocks to improve
drainage and stability.

Step 2: Lay Out the Beam Supports

Using the blocking diagram as a guide, mark the locations where blocks or piers will go under the main steel



beams. Measure carefully to maintain uniform spacing, usually between 6 to 8 feet apart, depending on the
home’s specifications.

Step 3: Place and Level the Blocks

Install concrete blocks or piers at the marked spots. Use a carpenter’s level to ensure each block is perfectly
horizontal since uneven blocks can cause structural problems. Adjust as necessary by adding or removing soil
or gravel beneath the blocks.

Step 4: Set the Home on the Blocks

With the help of professionals or specialized equipment, lower the double wide home onto the blocking system.
Check that the frame rests securely on each block without rocking or gaps.

Step 5: Final Adjustments and Anchoring

Once the home is sitting properly, use adjustable jacks or shims to fine-tune the levelness. Attach tie-down
straps or anchors as specified in the blocking diagram to secure the home against wind forces.

Tips for Maintaining Double Wide Mobile Home Blocking

Even after proper installation, it’s important to periodically inspect and maintain the blocking system to avoid
future issues.

- **Regular Inspections:** Check for cracked or shifted blocks annually, especially after heavy storms or
earthquakes.
- **Monitor Settling:** Watch for uneven floors or doors that don’t close properly, which could indicate
settling or block movement.
- **Keep Drainage Clear:** Ensure water drains away from the foundation to prevent soil erosion around
blocks.
- **Address Moisture:** Avoid water pooling near the blocks, as excessive moisture can weaken concrete or
cause soil instability.
- **Professional Assessments:** Have a qualified home inspector or foundation expert review the blocking
system during routine maintenance.

Understanding Local Codes and Manufacturer Guidelines

Blocking requirements can vary by region due to climate, soil type, and local building codes. Additionally, each
manufactured home manufacturer may have specific blocking recommendations documented in their installation
manuals.

Before starting any blocking project, it’s wise to:

- Review local building codes regarding mobile home foundations.
- Obtain any necessary permits.
- Consult the manufacturer’s installation guide for your double wide home.
- Work with experienced installers familiar with local conditions.



This ensures that the blocking system is not only compliant but optimized for your home’s safety and
performance.

Common Mistakes to Avoid When Following a Double Wide Mobile
Home Blocking Diagram

Even with a detailed diagram, errors can occur that compromise the foundation’s effectiveness. Here are
pitfalls to watch out for:

- **Inconsistent Block Heights:** Uneven blocks cause stress on the frame and floors.
- **Improper Block Spacing:** Blocks too far apart increase the risk of sagging; too close can be unnecessary
and costly.
- **Ignoring Soil Conditions:** Failing to prepare or compact the soil can lead to settling despite correct
blocking.
- **Using Wrong Materials:** Avoid using untreated wood or weak materials that degrade over time.
- **Skipping Anchoring:** Without proper tie-downs, the home is vulnerable to wind damage.

By paying attention to these details, you can ensure the blocking system performs as intended.

---

A well-executed double wide mobile home blocking diagram is much more than a set of instructions—it’s a
roadmap to a sturdy, safe, and comfortable home foundation. Whether you’re installing a new double wide or
inspecting an existing one, understanding the blocking layout and following best practices makes all the
difference in preserving your investment and peace of mind.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a double wide mobile home blocking diagram?

A double wide mobile home blocking diagram is a detailed illustration that shows the proper placement of
support blocks and piers under a double wide mobile home to ensure structural stability and even weight
distribution.

Why is a blocking diagram important for double wide mobile homes?

A blocking diagram is important because it guides the correct installation of support blocks, preventing uneven
settling, structural damage, and ensuring the home remains level and safe over time.

Where can I find a standard double wide mobile home blocking diagram?

Standard blocking diagrams can often be found in the manufacturer’s installation manual, mobile home
installation guides, or through local building authorities and mobile home supply companies.

What materials are typically used for blocking in a double wide mobile
home?

Blocking materials commonly include concrete blocks, treated wood blocks, steel piers, and sometimes
adjustable metal supports designed to withstand moisture and provide sturdy support.



How often should the blocking under a double wide mobile home be inspected
or adjusted?

It is recommended to inspect the blocking at least once a year, especially after extreme weather, and adjust as
needed to maintain level support and prevent damage to the home’s structure.

Additional Resources
Double Wide Mobile Home Blocking Diagram: An In-Depth Analysis of Structural Support and Stability

double wide mobile home blocking diagram serves as a crucial reference for installers, inspectors, and
homeowners aiming to ensure the structural integrity and longevity of double wide manufactured homes. These
diagrams provide detailed layouts of the blocking system essential for supporting the home’s chassis and
preventing issues such as uneven settling, structural damage, and compromised safety. In this article, we
explore the significance of a double wide mobile home blocking diagram, the key components involved, and best
practices for installation and maintenance.

The Importance of a Double Wide Mobile Home Blocking Diagram

Manufactured homes, especially double wides, require a precise and well-planned blocking system to distribute
weight evenly across the foundation. Without appropriate blocking, the home may experience shifting, sagging,
or misalignment that can lead to costly repairs or even hazardous living conditions. A blocking diagram acts
as a blueprint that guides the placement of concrete blocks, piers, and shims beneath the frame, ensuring the home
remains level and adequately supported.

Unlike single wide units, double wide mobile homes span a larger area and typically feature a central seam where
two sections are joined. This design necessitates a more complex blocking approach to accommodate the
increased load and potential movement along the joint. The blocking diagram specifically addresses these
challenges, outlining where support structures must be placed to stabilize the home effectively.

Understanding the Components of a Blocking Diagram

At its core, a double wide mobile home blocking diagram includes several essential elements:

Support Piers: These are vertical supports, often made from concrete or concrete blocks, placed at
strategic intervals along the home’s perimeter and under the main frame beams.

Blocking Pads: Solid base blocks that provide a level surface beneath support piers to prevent sinking or
tilting.

Shims and Spacers: Small pieces used to fill gaps and fine-tune leveling between the home’s frame and the
blocking pads.

Steel or Wood Beams: Occasionally incorporated to bridge longer spans or reinforce specific sections,
especially near the central seam.

Anchor Points: Locations specified for anchoring the home to the foundation or ground to resist wind
and seismic forces.

Each component’s placement within the blocking diagram is critical. For instance, piers are often spaced no more



than 8 feet apart along the perimeter, but spacing can tighten near the central seam or under heavy load-
bearing walls. The diagram visually details these intervals, providing installers with exact measurements and
instructions.

How Double Wide Blocking Differs from Single Wide

While single wide mobile homes also rely on blocking for support, the configuration and demands differ
significantly from double wides. The increased width and dual-section construction of double wides create
unique challenges:

Central Seam Stability: The join between the two halves must be supported to prevent separation or
sagging. This often requires additional blocking or bridging elements as shown in the diagram.

Weight Distribution: Double wides carry more weight, necessitating stronger piers and more frequent
blocking to prevent uneven settling.

Foundation Complexity: Double wides often sit on larger foundations or multiple concrete pads,
requiring coordination between the blocking and foundation layout to maintain structural cohesion.

These differences underscore the importance of using a dedicated double wide mobile home blocking diagram rather
than adapting single wide plans, which might not address the specific structural requirements of larger homes.

Installation Best Practices Based on Blocking Diagrams

Following a blocking diagram closely during installation can prevent many common issues associated with
improperly supported mobile homes. Professionals recommend the following practices:

Site Preparation: Ensure the ground beneath the home is compacted and level before placing blocking pads1.
to avoid future settling.

Use of Quality Materials: Concrete blocks should be of uniform size and density, and should be rated for2.
structural use.

Consistent Pier Placement: Follow the diagram’s specifications for pier spacing, particularly near the3.
central seam and load-bearing walls.

Proper Leveling: Utilize shims to adjust the height of blocking pads, ensuring the home remains perfectly4.
level.

Secure Anchoring: Anchor points indicated in the blocking diagram should be used to fasten the home5.
securely to resist environmental forces.

Ignoring these guidelines can lead to uneven floors, cracked walls, or even structural failure over time. The
blocking diagram is not merely a suggestion but a critical engineering tool that ensures the home’s safety and
durability.



Common Issues Addressed by Blocking Diagrams

Double wide mobile home blocking diagrams are instrumental in diagnosing and preventing several structural
problems:

Uneven Settling: When blocking is insufficient or unevenly distributed, parts of the home may settle
differently, causing misalignment.

Structural Stress at Central Seam: Improper support near the seam can cause separation or damage to
the connection between the two halves.

Floor Sagging: Inadequate blocking beneath floor joists leads to sagging floors and potential safety
hazards.

Foundation Shifting: Without proper anchoring and blocking, the home’s foundation can shift during high
winds or seismic events.

A comprehensive blocking diagram anticipates these issues by prescribing exact locations and materials for
support, reducing the likelihood of future repairs and increasing the home’s resale value.

Technological Advances in Blocking Diagrams

Recent developments in mobile home construction and engineering have enhanced the detail and usability of
blocking diagrams. Digital modeling software now allows for more precise load calculations and
visualizations of how blocking interacts with the home’s frame. Some manufacturers provide interactive
diagrams that adjust based on home size, weight, and foundation type, enabling customized blocking plans.

Moreover, integration with mobile apps and augmented reality tools assists installers on-site, ensuring that
blocking is placed exactly as specified in the diagram. These innovations contribute to faster installation
times, reduced errors, and improved compliance with building codes.

Conclusion: The Role of Blocking Diagrams in Double Wide Mobile
Home Longevity

A double wide mobile home blocking diagram is more than a technical schematic—it is a foundational element
that determines the home’s structural health and occupant safety. By offering detailed guidance on the
placement of supports, piers, and anchoring systems, these diagrams ensure that double wide manufactured
homes remain stable, level, and resilient against environmental stresses.

For homeowners, contractors, and inspectors alike, understanding and utilizing the blocking diagram is
essential. It bridges the gap between design and construction, guaranteeing that the unique challenges of double
wide mobile homes are met with precision and expertise. As the manufactured housing industry continues to
evolve, the reliance on accurate, detailed blocking diagrams will only grow, cementing their role as a vital
tool in mobile home construction and maintenance.
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  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Cardiac Cowboys Gerald Imber, 2024-02-20
Cardiac Cowboys is the dramatic story of five deeply flawed geniuses who together—and in
competition with each other—invented open-heart surgery against all conventional medical wisdom
and saved millions of lives. A decade after World War II, there was still no such thing as open-heart
surgery, and yet half a million Americans were dying from heart disease every year. One in a
hundred children would suffer and die from congenital heart disease as well, and doctors did little
other than predict their deaths. After the first daring operation in 1954 and through the next three
decades, five heroic surgeons braved the scorn of their peers, withstood fierce desperation, and
faced possible death in order to devise procedures that would save overwhelming numbers of those
doomed children and provide hope for a new life to all manner of heart-failing individuals. Devising
and mastering heart transplants and bypass surgery, they invented artificial heart valves, the
lifesaving pacemaker, and worked toward the holy grail of an artificial heart as their private and
professional lives imploded. The story of the Cardiac Cowboys, their outsized personalities, and often
self-destructive behavior is a saga more thrilling and exhilarating than fiction.
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: 5G Internet of Things and Changing Standards
for Computing and Electronic Systems Nwajana, Augustine O., 2022-06-03 Internet of things
networks have changed the standard of how computing and electronic systems are interconnected.
Computing and electronic devices and systems, with the help of 5G technology, can now be
seamlessly linked in a way that is rapidly turning the globe into a digital world. Smart cities and the
internet of things are here to stay but not without some challenges; a thorough review of the
opportunities, difficulties, and benefits of 5G internet of things is necessary for it to be successfully
utilized and implemented. 5G Internet of Things and Changing Standards for Computing and
Electronic Systems examines modern computers and electronics and how they provide seamless
connectivity due to the development of internet of things technology. Moreover, this reference
covers various technologies and their roles and impacts in the future of smart cities. Covering a
range of topics such as machine learning and renewable energy systems, this reference work is ideal
for scientists, engineers, policymakers, researchers, practitioners, academicians, scholars,
instructors, and students.
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Popular Mechanics , 1961-10 Popular
Mechanics inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world.
Whether it’s practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on
the newest cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech
lifestyle.
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: The Motor World , 1915
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: MotorBoating , 1976-07
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Mobile Home Journal , 1969
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Popular Mechanics , 1983-09 Popular
Mechanics inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world.
Whether it’s practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on
the newest cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech
lifestyle.
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Athletic Journal , 1960 Vols. 9-10 include
proceedings of the 8th-11th annual meeting of the American Football Coaches Association and of the
3d-6th annual meeting of the National Association of the Basketball Coaches of the United States.
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Automotive Industries , 1905
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Blood, Sweat and Gears Herm Zandman,
2012-08 Get in there and experience what is involved on a personal level! That is what Dr. Herm
Zandman thought when his curiosity was spiked as he saw the big heavy haulage vehicles thunder
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along the highways of Australia. During his early immigration days to New Zealand he had already
experienced heavy haulage driving as an owner-driver before returning to his fi eld, education. Now
he wondered what the little-known world of interstate trucking was like. As he tried to fi nd books to
read on the subject, he discovered that nothing was available! This was a challenge not to be denied.
The fruit of Herm's questioning mind is Blood Sweat and Gears. The title encapsulates much of what
is daily reality to heavy haulage truckers as the content shows. ,br> Humorous and challenging are
the encounters and observations made as he maneuvered his B-Double (B-Train) through the
Australian country side and cities. An effort is also made to create a better understanding and
harmony between the behemoth operators and other participants in traffic. Prior to embarking on
this research venture, Herm spent many years in teaching at schools in Holland, New Zealand, and
Australia. He and his wife currently reside in South Australia.
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: The Wireless World , 1977
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: The Automobile , 1905
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: MotorBoating , 1972-04
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists , 1988-09
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Engineering Record, Building Record and
Sanitary Engineer , 1912
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: QST. , 1958
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Backpacker , 2001-03 Backpacker brings the
outdoors straight to the reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go more places and enjoy
nature more often. The authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the world's first GPS-enabled
magazine, and the only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking trails, camping gear, and
survival tips they publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an industry honor recognizing
design, feature and product innovation, has become the gold standard against which all other
outdoor-industry awards are measured.
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: Engineering & Contracting , 1922
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: The Engineer , 1903
  double wide mobile home blocking diagram: CQ , 1966
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