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Dennis Kelly Love and Money: Exploring Themes and Impact in Contemporary Theatre

dennis kelly love and money is a compelling phrase that brings to mind the intricate relationship
between human emotions and financial struggles as portrayed in modern drama. Dennis Kelly, a
British playwright renowned for his sharp dialogue and darkly comic style, delves into the
complexities of love, money, and morality in his works. Among his various plays, "Love and Money"
stands out as a vivid exploration of how financial matters intertwine with personal relationships,
revealing the vulnerabilities and contradictions inherent in both.

In this article, we will explore the thematic richness of Dennis Kelly’s "Love and Money," unpack the
playwright’s unique narrative approach, and discuss how these themes resonate with contemporary
audiences. Along the way, we’ll touch on related concepts such as the socio-economic pressures in
relationships, the role of capitalism in personal identity, and the emotional cost of financial
decisions.

Understanding Dennis Kelly’s "Love and Money"

Dennis Kelly’s "Love and Money" is a poignant theatrical piece that probes the intersection of
affection and financial reality. Unlike traditional romantic dramas, Kelly’s play does not simply
celebrate love; instead, it scrutinizes how monetary concerns can influence, distort, or even
sabotage intimate connections.

The Premise and Narrative Structure

"Love and Money" revolves around a protagonist who, despite achieving financial success, finds
himself grappling with loneliness and emotional detachment. The play is structured to reveal both
personal anecdotes and broader societal commentary, often blurring the line between individual
experience and cultural critique. Through a series of monologues and vignettes, Kelly paints a
picture of modern life where money is both a tool and a trap.

This narrative technique allows audiences to engage deeply with the characters’ inner conflicts and
the external forces shaping their lives. By presenting fragmented stories that collectively build a
larger narrative, Kelly emphasizes how universal the tension between love and money really is.

Themes in Dennis Kelly’s Work

Several themes are central to "Love and Money," each reflecting broader societal issues:

The commodification of relationships: Kelly explores how love can sometimes become
transactional, influenced by wealth and materialism rather than genuine connection.



Capitalism and identity: The play scrutinizes how capitalist values seep into personal
identities, shaping ambitions and self-worth.

Isolation in prosperity: Despite financial success, characters often experience emotional
isolation, highlighting the paradox of wealth and happiness.

Moral ambiguity: Decisions involving money are rarely clear-cut, and Kelly refuses to offer
simple moral judgments, instead presenting nuanced dilemmas.

These themes resonate strongly with audiences who live in economically driven societies, where the
pressure to succeed financially can strain personal relationships.

Dennis Kelly’s Writing Style and Its Impact

What sets Dennis Kelly apart in contemporary theatre is his ability to blend biting social commentary
with deeply personal storytelling. His style is characterized by sharp, often fragmented dialogue and
a dark humor that underlines serious issues without becoming preachy.

Use of Monologues and Nonlinear Storytelling

In "Love and Money," Kelly employs monologues that provide intimate access to characters’
thoughts and feelings. This approach creates a conversational tone, inviting the audience to
empathize with the characters' struggles. The nonlinear storytelling also mirrors the complexity of
real-life relationships, where past experiences and present challenges are intertwined.

Balancing Humor and Drama

Kelly’s knack for dark humor adds a unique flavor to "Love and Money." The play can be funny and
unsettling simultaneously, which helps maintain audience engagement while prompting reflection on
difficult topics. This balance is crucial because it humanizes characters who might otherwise be
perceived simply as victims or villains in the drama of love and money.

Why "Love and Money" Matters Today

In an era marked by economic uncertainty and shifting social norms, Dennis Kelly’s "Love and
Money" offers profound insights into how financial circumstances affect human relationships. The
play’s relevance extends beyond the theatre, touching on everyday concerns faced by many people.



Reflecting Contemporary Socio-Economic Challenges

The economic pressures depicted in "Love and Money" mirror real-world issues such as job
insecurity, debt, and the increasing cost of living. These factors often complicate romantic and
familial relationships, as financial stress can erode trust and intimacy. By portraying these struggles
on stage, Kelly encourages audiences to consider how economic systems influence personal lives.

Encouraging Dialogue About Money and Emotions

Money is often a taboo topic in intimate relationships, yet it profoundly affects how people connect.
"Love and Money" opens up space for conversations about financial transparency, values, and
priorities within relationships. This dialogue is essential for fostering healthier partnerships and
understanding the emotional weight that financial issues carry.

Exploring Dennis Kelly’s Broader Oeuvre: Connections
to "Love and Money"

To fully appreciate "Love and Money," it’s helpful to situate it within Dennis Kelly’s broader body of
work. Many of his plays grapple with themes of power, morality, and human fragility, often through
a socio-political lens.

Comparisons with Other Plays

Plays like "DNA" and "Orphans" share thematic DNA with "Love and Money" by depicting characters
caught in morally ambiguous situations where survival, guilt, and loyalty collide. While "Love and
Money" focuses on economic and emotional entanglements, these other works explore group
dynamics and ethical dilemmas, showcasing Kelly’s versatility in tackling complex human
experiences.

Kelly’s Contribution to Contemporary Theatre

Dennis Kelly has emerged as a vital voice in modern British theatre, known for challenging
audiences to confront uncomfortable truths. His works, including "Love and Money," often serve as
mirrors reflecting the contradictions of contemporary life. By combining raw emotional honesty with
incisive social critique, Kelly pushes the boundaries of traditional storytelling.

Tips for Audiences and Theatre Practitioners Engaging



with "Love and Money"

Whether you’re a theatre enthusiast, student, or practitioner, approaching Dennis Kelly’s "Love and
Money" can be a rewarding experience. Here are some tips to deepen your engagement:

Focus on the emotional subtext: Pay attention to what characters reveal about their fears
and desires beneath the surface dialogue.

Consider the socio-economic context: Reflect on how external financial pressures shape
the characters’ decisions and relationships.

Discuss the moral questions: Encourage conversations about the ethical ambiguities
presented, recognizing there are no easy answers.

Appreciate the stylistic choices: Notice Kelly’s use of fragmented storytelling and humor,
and how these enhance the thematic impact.

Understanding these elements can enrich your appreciation of the play and its relevance to wider
societal conversations.

Dennis Kelly’s "Love and Money" remains a powerful exploration of the tensions between affection
and financial reality, inviting us to rethink how we navigate love, ambition, and economic survival in
today’s world. This play not only entertains but also provokes meaningful reflection on the intricate
dance between our hearts and wallets.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Dennis Kelly in the context of 'Love and Money'?
Dennis Kelly is the playwright who wrote 'Love and Money,' a play that explores themes of
relationships, capitalism, and the moral complexities surrounding money.

What is the main theme of Dennis Kelly's 'Love and Money'?
'Love and Money' primarily examines the intersection of personal relationships and financial
pressures, highlighting how money can influence love, trust, and ethical decisions.

When was Dennis Kelly's 'Love and Money' first performed?
'Love and Money' premiered in 2006, showcasing Kelly's sharp commentary on contemporary social
and economic issues.



How does Dennis Kelly use characters in 'Love and Money' to
convey his message?
Kelly uses a range of characters from different socioeconomic backgrounds to illustrate the impact
of money on human behavior and relationships, often revealing moral ambiguities.

What style or genre does Dennis Kelly employ in 'Love and
Money'?
'Love and Money' is a dark comedy and social drama that blends humor with serious social critique,
typical of Dennis Kelly's writing style.

How has 'Love and Money' been received by critics and
audiences?
The play has been praised for its incisive writing and thought-provoking themes, with critics
highlighting Kelly's ability to engage audiences in discussions about capitalism and ethics.

Are there any notable productions or adaptations of Dennis
Kelly's 'Love and Money'?
Several theatre companies have staged 'Love and Money' internationally, and it has been studied in
academic settings for its exploration of money and morality, though no major film adaptations exist.

What makes 'Love and Money' relevant in today's society?
'Love and Money' remains relevant as it addresses ongoing issues related to economic inequality,
consumer culture, and how financial concerns affect personal relationships, resonating with
contemporary audiences.

Additional Resources
Dennis Kelly Love and Money: A Deep Dive into the Playwright’s Exploration of Relationships and
Capital

dennis kelly love and money represents a compelling intersection of themes that the acclaimed
British playwright often navigates with sharp insight and emotional complexity. Kelly’s work, known
for its incisive examination of human behavior and societal pressures, finds a particularly potent
expression in the nuanced interplay between love and financial stability. This article takes an
analytical approach to understand how Dennis Kelly approaches these themes, the significance of
love and money in his narratives, and how his storytelling resonates with contemporary audiences.

Understanding Dennis Kelly’s Thematic Focus



Dennis Kelly’s oeuvre consistently probes the darker side of human relationships, often highlighting
how external factors—such as economic constraints—shape personal dynamics. In his plays and
screenwriting, love is rarely depicted as an isolated, idealistic emotion but rather as something
inextricably linked with practical realities, including financial security, social status, and power
structures.

The theme of money, in Kelly’s work, is not just a backdrop but a catalyst that exposes the
vulnerabilities and moral ambiguities of his characters. This intersection allows Kelly to dissect the
complexities of modern relationships in a way that is both relatable and unsettling.

Love and Money: Central Themes in Dennis Kelly’s Work

Kelly’s exploration of love and money can be understood through several key aspects:

Power Dynamics: Money often symbolizes power, influencing how characters relate to one
another emotionally and socially.

Dependency and Control: Financial dependence frequently leads to control issues within
relationships, a recurring motif in Kelly’s narratives.

Economic Pressure: The strain of economic hardship is portrayed as a significant stressor
that tests the resilience of love.

Morality and Choice: Kelly’s characters often face ethical dilemmas where love and money
collide, challenging their values and decisions.

Analyzing Key Works: How Dennis Kelly Portrays Love
and Money

One cannot discuss Dennis Kelly’s treatment of love and money without referencing his notable
plays such as *Orphans*, *Love and Money*, and *Girls & Boys*. Each work presents a distinct yet
interconnected perspective on these themes.

Love and Money (Play)

The play *Love and Money* explicitly addresses the entanglement of emotional bonds and financial
considerations. Kelly uses a fragmented narrative style, combining monologues and dialogues that
reveal how money infiltrates personal relationships. The characters’ struggles underscore how
economic forces disrupt traditional notions of love and loyalty.

For example, the protagonist’s reflection on how money affects family dynamics reveals a raw and
candid portrayal of modern life. Kelly’s use of dark humor and stark realism invites audiences to



question their assumptions about the ‘purity’ of love when money is involved.

Orphans

In *Orphans*, Kelly delves into the consequences of financial desperation and the lengths individuals
go to protect their loved ones. The play’s tense atmosphere showcases how economic instability can
fracture trust and provoke violence, complicating the characters’ capacity for love and forgiveness.

Girls & Boys

This play broadens the scope by examining gender roles within the context of love and economic
expectations. Kelly highlights how societal pressures around breadwinning and caregiving impact
romantic relationships, revealing the often-unspoken tensions between love and financial
responsibilities.

The Role of Social Context in Dennis Kelly’s Narratives

Kelly’s treatment of love and money cannot be detached from the social and economic environment
his characters inhabit. His works frequently critique neoliberal capitalism and its effects on personal
relationships, portraying a world where financial success is intertwined with identity and self-worth.

This social commentary is subtle yet pervasive, providing a critical lens through which audiences
can interpret the characters’ motivations and conflicts. By embedding love and money within
broader societal structures, Kelly elevates his narratives beyond the personal to the political.

Comparative Perspective: Dennis Kelly and Contemporary
Playwrights

Compared to contemporaries like Sarah Kane or Jez Butterworth, Dennis Kelly’s focus on love and
money offers a unique blend of psychological depth and socio-economic critique. While Kane often
emphasizes existential despair and Butterworth explores masculinity and identity, Kelly situates
emotional struggles within the tangible pressures of economic realities.

This positioning makes his work particularly resonant in today’s climate, where financial insecurity
and relationship instability are increasingly common.

Critical Reception and Audience Impact

Critics have lauded Dennis Kelly for his unflinching portrayal of uncomfortable truths regarding love
and money. Reviews often highlight his ability to balance dark themes with moments of humor and



hope, creating a complex emotional landscape.

Audiences frequently report a strong identification with the characters’ experiences, suggesting that
Kelly’s narratives tap into universal concerns about how money can complicate intimacy. This
accessibility contributes to the enduring relevance of his plays.

Pros and Cons of Kelly’s Approach

Pros:

Realistic portrayal of modern relationships

Sharp social commentary on economic influence

Complex characters that evoke empathy

Cons:

At times, the bleakness may alienate audiences seeking escapism

Fragmented narrative style can challenge traditional theatergoers

Conclusion

Dennis Kelly’s examination of love and money offers a profound commentary on the ways financial
realities shape human connections. His work challenges audiences to reconsider simplistic
narratives around love by exposing the often uncomfortable truths tied to economic dependency and
social expectations. Through his incisive storytelling and complex characters, Kelly continues to
contribute vital perspectives to contemporary drama, ensuring that the themes of love and money
remain as relevant on stage as they are in everyday life.

Dennis Kelly Love And Money

  dennis kelly love and money: Love and Money Dennis Kelly, 2021-05-13 David conducts an
office romance by e-mail. He has love at his fingertips. But a shocking admission unravels his
relationship piece by chilling piece. Jess loves David. She believes happiness can be bought - but it
doesn't come cheap in a world of easy credit. Jess and David's ideal blend of love and money is

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-200/dennis-kelly-love-and-money.pdf


killing them. Funny but heart wrenching, this ingenious drama dares us to enter a dislocated world
of bad debts and even worse desires.Love and Money opened at the Manchester Royal Exchange in
October 2006 with a transfer to the Young Vic, London.
  dennis kelly love and money: Love in Contemporary British Drama Korbinian Stöckl,
2021-01-18 Despite the recent turn to affects and emotions in the humanities and despite the
unceasing popularity of romantic and erotic love as a motif in fictional works of all genres, the
subject has received surprisingly little attention in academic studies of contemporary drama. Love in
Contemporary British Drama reflects the appeal of love as a topic and driving force in dramatic
works with in-depth analyses of eight pivotal plays from the past three decades. Following an
interdisciplinary and historical approach, the study collects and condenses theories of love from
philosophy and sociology to derive persisting discourses and to examine their reoccurrence and
transformation in contemporary plays. Special emphasis is put on narratives of love’s compensatory
function and precariousness and on how modifications of these narratives epitomise the peculiarities
of emotional life in the social and cultural context of the present. Based on the assumption that
drama is especially inclined to draw on shared narratives for representations of love, the book
demonstrates that love is both a window to remnants of the past in the present and a proper subject
matter for drama in times in which the suitability of the dramatic form has been questioned.
  dennis kelly love and money: Dennis Kelly Aloysia Rousseau, 2024-08-01 Dennis Kelly
explores Kelly’s unusual career path and sheds light on his eclectic approach to the arts,
characterised by a refusal to write texts that people can fit within neat categories. This is the first
monograph on Kelly’s work for stage and screen and brings to light his essential contribution to
contemporary British drama and his huge range of work including his rise to international fame with
Matilda the Musical. Drawing on Kelly’s published and unpublished texts, his work in production,
reviews, original interviews with directors, actors and with Kelly himself as well as critical theory,
Dennis Kelly examines and reappraises key motifs in his work such as his preoccupation with
violence, the complex relationship between the individual and the community or his emphasis on
storytelling. It also offers new insights into overlooked aspects of Kelly’s work by setting out to
explore his traumatic narratives and his post-romanticism. In keeping with Kelly’s wish never to
repeat himself, this study offers multiple critical entries into his plays, television series and films,
drawing on moral and political philosophy, trauma studies, studies in humour, feminist theory and
film studies. Part of the Routledge Modern and Contemporary Dramatist series, Dennis Kelly is
addressed to students and scholars in Drama, Theatre and Performance as well as theatre
practitioners and offers in-depth analysis of one of the most unique and challenging voices in
contemporary British playwriting and screenwriting.
  dennis kelly love and money: Contemporary British Theatre V. Angelaki, 2015-12-25 This
edited collection brings together a team of internationally prominent academics and delivers
cutting-edge discourse on the strongly emerging tradition of experimentation in contemporary
British theatre - redefining what the dramatic stands for today. Each chapter of the collection
focuses on influential contemporary plays and playwrights.
  dennis kelly love and money: 284 Mireia Aragay, Martin Middeke, 2017-08-21 Drawing
primarily on Judith Butler’s, Jacques Derrida’s, Emmanuel Levinas’s and Jean-Luc Nancy’s
reflections on precariousness/precarity, the Self and the Other, ethical responsibility/obligation,
forgiveness, hos(ti)pitality and community, the essays in this volume examine the various ways in
which contemporary British drama and theatre engage with ‘the precarious’. Crucially, what
emerges from the discussion of a wide range of plays – including Jez Butterworth’s Jerusalem, Caryl
Churchill’s Here We Go, Martin Crimp’s Fewer Emergencies and In the Republic of Happiness, Tim
Crouch’s The Author, Forced Entertainment’s Tomorrow’s Parties, David Greig’s The American Pilot
and The Events, Dennis Kelly’s Love and Money, Mark Ravenhill’s Shoot/Get Treasure/Repeat, Philip
Ridley’s Mercury Fur, Robin Soans’s Talking to Terrorists, Simon Stephens’s Pornography,
theTheatre Uncut project, debbie tucker green’s dirty butterfly and Laura Wade’s Posh – is the
observation that contemporary (British) drama and theatre often realises its thematic and



formal/structural potential to the full precisely by reflecting upon the category and the episteme of
precariousness, and deliberately turning audience members into active participants in the process of
negotiating ethical agency.
  dennis kelly love and money: Dennis Kelly: Plays One Dennis Kelly, 2012-05-02 Features
the plays Debris, Osama the Hero, After the End and Love and Money. The four plays in this first
collection by Dennis Kelly are linked by their characters' desperate need to believe that there is
more to life than the often brutal worlds in which they find themselves. Kelly's remarkable debut
Debris finds humour and pathos in a spectacularly dysfunctional family unit. The harrowing Osama
the Hero shows a group of neighbours taking ill-defined revenge on an odd-ball teenager in a climate
of fear. In After the End a woman discovers she has been rescued from Armageddon by a paranoid
ex-colleague with a nuclear bunker in his garden. And in a fractured narrative Love and Money
portrays a marriage driven to brutal destruction by financial pressures.
  dennis kelly love and money: Beautiful doom Jacqueline Bolton, Nicholas Holden, 2025-04-01
Dennis Kelly’s award-winning plays have been translated into over thirty languages and produced on
six continents. His endlessly inventive vision has produced a diverse body of work for a variety of
audiences across a range of forms, genres, and media, from the Olivier and Tony Award-winning
Matilda the Musical (2010), to the Channel Four cult-classic series Utopia. His 2008 play DNA,
written for National Theatre Connections, is a set text on the AQA GCSE English Literature syllabus.
This collection of essays written by leading scholars, teachers, and practitioners of theatre provides
the first multi-authored study of Kelly’s critically acclaimed oeuvre. Featuring an original interview
with Kelly himself, this volume captures the full range and scope of his writing for stage and screen,
from the quirky fringe debut Debris (2003) to the globally-distributed film adaptation of Matilda the
Musical (2022).
  dennis kelly love and money: After In-Yer-Face Theatre William C. Boles, 2020-04-29 This
book revisits In-Yer-Face theatre, an explosive, energetic theatrical movement from the 1990s that
introduced the world to playwrights Sarah Kane, Martin McDonagh, Mark Ravenhill, Jez
Butterworth, and many others. Split into three sections the book re-examines the era, considers the
movement’s influence on international theatre, and considers its lasting effects on contemporary
British theatre. The first section offers new readings on works from that time period (Antony Neilson
and Mark Ravenhill) as well as challenges myths created by the Royal Court Theatre about the its
involvement with In-Yer-Face theatre. The second section discusses the influence of In-Yer-Face on
Portuguese, Russian and Australian theater, while the final section discusses the legacy of
In-Yer-Face writers as well as their influences on more recent playwrights, including chapters on
Philip Ridley, Sarah Kane, Joe Penhall, Martin Crimp, Dennis Kelly, and Verbatim Drama.
  dennis kelly love and money: Rewriting the Nation Aleks Sierz, 2011-01-25 This is an
essential guide for anyone interested in the best new British stage plays to emerge in the new
millennium. For students of theatre studies and theatre-goers Rewriting the Nation: British Theatre
Today is a perfect companion to Britain's burgeoning theatre writing scene. It explores the context
from which new plays have emerged and charts the way that playwrights have responded to the key
concerns of the decade and helped shape our sense of who we are. In recent years British theatre
has seen a renaissance in playwriting accompanied by a proliferation of writing awards and new
writing groups. The book provides an in-depth exploration of the industry and of the key plays and
playwrights. It opens by defining what is meant by 'new writing' and providing a study of the leading
theatres, such as the Royal Court, the Traverse, the Bush, the Hampstead and the National theatres,
together with the London fringe and the work of touring companies. In the second part, Sierz
provides a fascinating survey of the main issues that have characterised new plays in the first
decade of the new century, such as foreign policy and war overseas, economic boom and bust,
divided communities and questions of identity and race. It considers too how playwrights have
re-examined domestic issues of family, of love, of growing up, and the fantasies and nightmares of
the mind. Against the backdrop of economic, political and social change under New Labour, Sierz
shows how British theatre responded to these changes and in doing so has been and remains deeply



involved in the project of rewriting the nation.
  dennis kelly love and money: Enron Lucy Prebble, 2016-01-28 The only difference between
me and the people judging me is they weren't smart enough to do what we did. One of the most
infamous scandals in financial history becomes a theatrical epic. At once a case study and an
allegory, the play charts the notorious rise and fall of Enron and its founding partners Ken Lay and
Jeffrey Skilling, who became 'the most vilified figure from the financial scandal of the century.' This
Student Edition features expert and helpful annotation, including a scene-by-scene summary, a
detailed commentary on the dramatic, social and political context, and on the themes, characters,
language and structure of the play, as well as a list of suggested reading and questions for further
study and a review of performance history. Mixing classical tragedy with savage comedy, Enron
follows a group of flawed men and women in a narrative of greed and loss which reviews the
tumultuous 1990s and casts a new light on the financial turmoil in which the world finds itself in
2009. The play was Lucy Prebble's first work for the stage since her debut work The Sugar
Syndrome, winner of the George Devine and Critic's Circle Awards for Most Promising New
Playwright. Produced by Headlong, Enron premiered at Chichester's Minerva Theatre on 11 July
2009 and opened at the Royal Court Theatre, London, in September, before transferring to London's
West End and to Broadway in 2010.
  dennis kelly love and money: From Morning to Midnight Georg Kaiser, 2013-11-18 From
Morning To Midnight, among the most frequently performed German Expressionist works, charts
the life of a cashier who steals money from the bank and flees to Berlin. The un-named protagonist's
bid to escape his middle-class daily life is ultimately frustrated. It is a popular piece in which Kaiser
satirized the cheapness and futility of modern society. His hero, a kind of machine-age Everyman,
searches everywhere for some kind of fulfilment - in commercial sex, in salvationist religion - but
discovers through a series of nightmarish episodes that the world is deceitful and illusory. In the
end, disillusioned and pursued by the police, he takes his own life. This new version by Dennis Kelly,
opened at the National Theatre's Lyttelton Theatre in November 2013, as part of the National’s 50th
Anniversary Season.
  dennis kelly love and money: Neoliberalism, Theatre and Performance Andy Lavender,
2021-08-11 Neoliberalism, Theatre and Performance tackles one of the most slippery but significant
topics in culture and politics. Neoliberalism is defined by the contributors as a political-economic
system, and the ideas and assumptions (individualism, market forces and globalisation) that it
promotes are consequently examined. Readers will gain an insight into how neoliberalism shapes
contemporary theatre, dance and performance, and how festival programmers, directors and other
artists have responded. Jen Harvie gives a broad overview of neoliberalism, before examining its
implications for theatre and performance and specific works that confront its grip, including
Churchill’s Serious Money and Prebble’s Enron. Liesbeth Groot Nibbelink conducts a fascinating
discussion with Rainer Hofmann, artistic director of the SPRING Festival in Utrecht, on ways in
which performance festivals can respond to neoliberal culture. Cristina Rosa explores contemporary
dance in neoliberal Brazil as a site for both commodification and challenge. Sarah Woods and
Andrew Simms discuss and present excerpts from their activist satire Neoliberalism: The Break-up
Tour. Slim and elegant, forceful and wide-ranging, Neoliberalism, Theatre and Performance is an
accessible resource for students, practitioners and scholars interested in how neoliberalism both
suffuses and is resisted by today’s contemporary performance scene.
  dennis kelly love and money: Performing the Secular Milija Gluhovic, Jisha Menon,
2017-09-14 With a foreword from Rustom Bharucha, this book is a timely anthology which aims to
unsettle our habituated modes of thinking about the place of the secular in cultural productions. The
last decade alone has witnessed many religious protests against cultural productions, which have
led, in some cases, to the closure of theatre and opera performances. Threats to artists led to the
exile of Indian painter, MF Husain, and murder of Dutch film-maker Theo van Gogh, the controversy
over the depiction of the Islamic prophet Muhammad in the Danish newspaper Jyllands-Posten in
2005 led to the cancellation of performances of Mozart’s Idomeneo for the season. Offering fresh



and provocative readings that probe the limits and promise of secularity in relation to questions of
performance, politics, and the public sphere, this book will be invaluable to scholars who seek to
understand the dramatic rise of politicized theology in our new century.
  dennis kelly love and money: Twenty-First Century Drama Siân Adiseshiah, Louise LePage,
2016-06-17 Within this landmark collection, original voices from the field of drama provide rich
analysis of a selection of the most exciting and remarkable plays and productions of the twenty-first
century. But what makes the drama of the new millenium so distinctive? Which events, themes,
shifts, and paradigms are marking its stages? Kaleidoscopic in scope, Twenty-First Century Drama:
What Happens Now creates a broad, rigorously critical framework for approaching the drama of this
period, including its forms, playwrights, companies, institutions, collaborative projects, and
directors. The collection has a deliberately British bent, examining established playwrights – such as
Churchill, Brenton, and Hare – alongside a new generation of writers – including Stephens, Prebble,
Kirkwood, Bartlett, and Kelly. Simultaneously international in scope, it engages with significant new
work from the US, Japan, India, Australia, and the Netherlands, to reflect a twenty-first century
context that is fundamentally globalized. The volume’s central themes – the financial crisis,
austerity, climate change, new forms of human being, migration, class, race and gender, cultural
politics and issues of nationhood – are mediated through fresh, cutting-edge perspectives.
  dennis kelly love and money: The New Wave of British Women Playwrights Elisabeth
Angel-Perez, Aloysia Rousseau, 2023-01-30 It is a fact that today’s British stages resound with
powerfully innovative voices and that, very often, these voices have been those of young women
playwrights. This collection of essays gives visibility and pride of place to these fascinating voices by
exploring the vitality, inventiveness and particularly strong relevance of these poetics. These women
playwrights sometimes invent radically new forms and sometimes experiment with conventional
ones in fresh and unexpected ways, as for example when they re-energize naturalism and provide it
with new missions. The plays that are addressed are all concerned with the necessity to grasp the
complexity of the contemporary world and to further investigate what it means to be human.
Intimate or epic, and sometimes both at once, visionary or closer to everyday life, these plays
approach the contemporary world through a multitude of prisms – historical, scientific, political and
poetic – and open different and visionary perspectives.
  dennis kelly love and money: The Oberon Book of Modern Monologues for Women Catherine
Weate, 2008-09 This book is an essential resource for actors participating in acting classes, contests,
auditions and rehearsals.
  dennis kelly love and money: David Greig’s Holed Theatre Verónica Rodríguez, 2019-02-09
With a Foreword by Dan Rebellato, this book offers up a detailed exploration of Scottish playwright
David Greig’s work with particular attention to globalization, ethics, and the spectator. It makes the
argument that Greig’s theatre works by undoing, cracking, or breaking apart myriad elements to
reveal the holed, porous nature of all things. Starting with a discussion of Greig’s engagement with
shamanism and arguing for holed theatre as a response to globalization, for Greig’s works’ politics of
aesthethics, and for the holed spectator as part of an affective ecology of transfers, this book
discusses some of Greig’s most representative political theatre from Europe (1994) to The Events
(2013), concluding with an exploration of Greig’s theatre’s world-forming quality.
  dennis kelly love and money: Ecologies of Precarity in Twenty-First Century Theatre
Marissia Fragkou, 2018-09-06 Presenting a rigorous critical investigation of the reinvigoration of the
political in contemporary British theatre, Ecologies of Precarity in Twenty-First Century Theatre
provides a fresh understanding of how theatre has engaged with precarity, affect, risk, intimacy,
care and relationality in recent times. The study makes a compelling case for reading precarity as a
'sticky' theatrical trope which carries the potential to re-animate our understanding of identity
politics and responsibility for the lives of Others in an age of uncertainty. Approaching precarity as
an ecology cutting across various practices, themes and aesthetics, the book features a
comprehensive selection of theatre examples staged in the UK since the 1990s. Works by debbie
tucker green, Alistair McDowall, Complicite, Simon Stephens, Stan's Cafe, Mike Bartlett, Caryl



Churchill, The Paper Birds, and Belarus Free Theatre are put in dialogue with interdisciplinary
feminist vocabularies developed by Judith Butler, Sara Ahmed, Lauren Berlant and Isabell Lorey. In
focusing on areas such as children and youth at risk, human rights, environmental ethics and the
politics of debt, the study makes a vital contribution to the burgeoning field of politics and theatre in
the 21st century.
  dennis kelly love and money: Dramatic Adventures in Rhetoric Giles Taylor, Philip Wilson,
2015-11-04 A practical, accessible and thorough guide to identifying and using rhetorical devices in
drama, using examples from both classical and contemporary plays. An unprecedented reference
and handbook for actors, directors, playwrights and teachers; written by practitioners for
practitioners. Little has been written about how dramatists draw on rhetorical devices, and how a
study of these can unlock a text for a performer or director, or indeed inspire contemporary
playwrights. This book addresses in detail – yet in straightforward terms – the many different
rhetorical forms used in drama, and enables the reader to identify and analyse them. Dramatic
Adventures in Rhetoric may be read cover to cover, or it may be dipped into; it is both an analytic
tool and a reference aid for use in the classroom or rehearsal room, revealing how careful study of
language is one of the best ways of accessing the richness of texts both classical and contemporary.
  dennis kelly love and money: Social and Political Theatre in 21st-Century Britain Vicky
Angelaki, 2017-02-23 In a context of financial crisis that has often produced a feeling of identity
crisis for the individual, the theatre has provided a unifying forum, treating spectators as citizens.
This book critically deals with representative plays and playwrights who have stood out in the UK
and internationally in the post-recession era, delivering theatre that in the process of being truthful
to the contemporary experience has also redefined theatrical form and content. Built around a series
of case-studies of seminal contemporary plays exploring issues of social and political crisis, the
volume is augmented by interviews with UK and international directors, artistic directors and the
playwrights whose work is examined. As well as considering UK stage productions, Angelaki
analyses European, North American and Australian productions, of post-2000 plays by writers
including: Caryl Churchill, Mike Bartlett, Dennis Kelly, Simon Stephens, Martin Crimp, debbie
tucker green, Duncan Macmillan, Nick Payne and Lucy Prebble. At the heart of the analysis and of
the plays discussed is an appreciation of what interconnects artists and audiences, enabling the kind
of mutual recognition that fosters the feeling of collectivity. As the book argues, this is the state
whereby the theatre meets its social imperative by eradicating the distance between stage and
spectator and creating a genuinely shared space of ideas and dialogue, taking on topics including
the economy, materialism, debt culture, the environment, urban protest, social media and mental
health. Social and Political Theatre in 21st-Century Britain demonstrates that such contemporary
playwriting invests in and engenders moments of performative reciprocity and spirituality so as to
present the audience with a cohesive collective experience.
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